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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Editor reſpectfully informs the Subſcribers 

to this Work, that the Publication of the 
preſent Volume has been neceſſarily delayed ſome 
Weeks, on account of its containing near twelve 
Sheets more than either of the former: but the En- 
couragement he hath received, by the Addition of 
more than One Hundred new Subſcribers * fince the 
Publication of the ſecond Volume, induces him chear- 
fully to ſubmit to the additional Expenſe attending 
„ See the Lift at the end of this Volume. 
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The firſt Book of SAMUEL, 


Called by the Seventy _ 


The firſt Book of KINGS. 


\ 
INTRODUCTION. 
TH IS Book contains the hiſtory of the laſt two judges, Eli and 
Samuel, and of Saul, the firſt king of 1ſrael; including the 
hiſtory of about eighty years. A conſiderable part of it was written 
by Samuel himſelf, particularly «what concerned Eli and his own 
times, and was continued by Nathan, or Gad, or ſome other 
inſpired prophet. | 
CHAPTER 1. | 
Contains an account of the family of Samuel, and his mother 
grief before he was born; Hannatts prayer and vow for the 
removal of her grief; the anſwer to her prayer; the birth of 
her ſon; and the performance of her vow, by the dedication 
of Samuel to God, + 
I N OW there was a certain man, of Ramathaim- 


zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name 

[was] Elkanah,* the fon of Jeroham, the fon 

of Elihu, the ſon of Tohu, the ſon of Zuph, an Ephra- 
2 thite: And he had two wives, the name of the one 
was] Hannah, and the name of the other Penmnah : 
and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no chid- 
ren. His firſt wife was barren, ke therefore took another; a 
cuſtom which was tolerated in thoſe days; by this wife he 
had many children, but in other things ſbe was a torment to 

3 him. And this man went up out of his city yearly, 
according to the law, to worſhip and to ſacrifice unto the 
Lonp of hoſts in Shiloh, where the ark and the tabernacle 
„ eee e B were 


* Elkanah was a Levite of Ramah, or Arimathea, of the moſt 
honourable houſe of the tribe ot Levi. | 
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were. And the two ſons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
the prieſts of the Loxp [were] there; #ho* they were 
wicked, he did not n, 4 ur Pups 
Prieſt, but came 10 offer prayer and Ek giving, and ſuch 
ſacrifices as were ap to the occaſion, which probably was 
4 the paſſover. And when the time was that Elkanah 
offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her 

5 ſons and her 8 portions: But unto Hannah 
he gave a worthy portion, or @ double portion, for he 
loved Hannah: but the Loxy had ſhut up her womb; 
he did not love her leſs becauſe ſhe was barren, but ſhowed 
her peculiar affection, as a woman of a gracious and tender 

— pl, to ſupport her under her cen, and balance her 

"6 rivaPs inſolence. And her adverſary alſo provoked her 

- ſore, for to make her fret, becauſe the Loxp had ſhut 

7 up dogma And [as] he did fo year by year, when 

ſhe went up to the houſe of the Logo, * ſbe provoked 

her; . re ſhe wept, and did not eat. eee 1 

the other wife twitted her with her barrenneſs, and the fruit- 

. prayers. At home ſbe had a ſeparate apartment, 

but _ they were obliged now to be together, and ſhe took 

advantage of this to reproach and provoke her. It was 
highly unkind and cruel to do it on this ſolemn occefion, which 
$ cauſed her feſtival to be turned into fab: Then ſaid El- 
kanah her huſband to her, Hannah, why weepeſt thou? 
and why eateſt thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? 
ſam] not I better to thee than ten ſons? Elkanah knew 
the cauſe, but gently reproved her for her dejeftion on this 
occaſion, and with kind words perſuaded her to eat and be 
chearful, intimating that ſhe had more comfort in his tender 
attachment than in many ſons. 

9 So Hannah roſe up after they had eaten in Shiloh, 
and after they had drunk ; her huſband's kind words had 
à good effef?, and brought her to her meat and her prayers. 
Now Eli the prieſt fat upon a ſeat by a poſt of the tem- 

ple 

o The 5 only were obliged to attend; but devout men 


often took their wives and daughters with them. Theſe had their 
_ viz, out of the peace offerings, the greateſt part whereof 


to the offerer, wherewith he and his friends .did feaſt 
„ fee Deu. xii. 12. xvi. 11. Lev. vii. 15+ ix. 22. | 
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ple of the Loxp, to keep good order, give advice, explain 

10 the law, and bleſs the worſhippers, And ſhe [was] in 
bitterneſs of ſoul, and prayed unto the Lorp, and wept 
ſore; her grief returned when ſhe was alone, and ſbe prayed 
11 With many tears. And ſhe vowed a vow, and ſaid, O 
Loxp of hoſts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction 
of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget 
thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a 
man- child, then I will give him unto the Logp all the 
days of his life, and there ſhall no razor come upon his 
bead. Her petition was humble and earneſt ; ſhe prayed for a 
mam child, becauſe only ſuch could attend upon the tabernacle.* 
12 And it came to pals, as the continued praying before 
13 the Lok, that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah, 
\ ſhe ſpake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her 
voice was not heard: ſhe uſed ſuch geſtures with her hands and 
eyes as ſbotued great inward emotion; therefore Eli thought 
14 ſhe had been drunken. And Eli ſaid unto her, by way of 
 reproof, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy 
_ wine from thee; go from this holy place till thou art ſober, 
15 then return and repent of ihy fin. And Hannah modeſtly and 
. humbly anſwered and ſaid, No, my lord, I am not drunk 
- with wine, but I [am] a woman of ſorrowful, Aicted 
ſpirit: I have drunk neither wine nor ſtrong drink, but 
bave poured out my foul ia ſincere and fervent prayer be- 
16 fore the Lon. Count not thine handmaid for a daugh- 
ter of Belial, a wicked, abandoned woman, for out of the 
abundance of my complaint and grief have I ſpoken 

17 hitherto. Then Eli anſwered and ſaid, Go in peace: 
and the God of Urael grant [thee] thy petition that 
thou haſt aſked of him. This reſpeAful anſwer convinced 

the. old man of his miſtake, he diſmiſſed her with his 

18 prayers and blefſing. And ſhe ſaid, Let thine handmaid 
find grace in thy fight, till enjoy the benefit of thy prayers, 
and continue in thy good opinion. So the woman went her 
way, and did eat, and her. countenance was no more 
Wan vat B 2 [sad,] 
The Levites ſerved only twenty five yeats, and then became 
judges, or preachers of righteouſneis ; but he was to ſerve all the 


days of his life, and be a Nazarize from the womb. The vow - 
was Conditional, if it was a fon, and he had no defect in his 


body or mind, and the huſband gave his conſent. 
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[fad,] bor fl ful ag that EPs reger and her own 
would be 


19 uppen be Dk up in the morning early, and wor- 
| the Lorp, prayed for a proſperous journey, 
= Þ mortar — and returned, and came to 
their houſe to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his 

20 wife; and the Lon remembered her. Wherefore it 

came to paſs, when the time was come about, in re- 
volution of days, after Hannah had conceived, that 
ſhe bare a ſon, and called his name Samuel, hat is, 
ed of God, [ſaying,] Becauſe I have aſked him of the 
ORD. The name conveyed uſeful inſtructiom both to the 
parents and the child, and this was a ci ance that gave 

21 great joy. And the man Elkanah, and all his houſe, 

went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly ſacrifice, and 
a ſacrifice of | thankſgiving to God, according to his vow. 

22 Bl Manns 47-6 up; for ſhe — her huſ- 
band, [I will not go up] until the child be weaned, 
and [then] I will bring him, that he may appear before 
the Loxp, and there abide for ever. She was not obliged 
by the law to go with her huſband, and therefore choſe to 
continue at home till the child was able to accompany her 

there, and fit to be left in God's houſe, and inſtructed in his 

23 ſervice. And Elkanah her huſband faid unto her, Do 
what ſeemeth thee good; tary until thou have weaned 

him; only the Lonp eſtabliſh his word, either EF; 
Prophetick bleſſing, or ſome word of promiſe made to them 
which is not mentioned. So the woman abode, and gave 

her ſon ſuck until ſhe weaned him. 

24 And when ſhe had weaned him, me took him up 
with her, and in token of gratitude, they took with them a 
Jarge offering, three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, 

a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the houſe 
of the Logp in Shiloh: and the child 1 young 

25 about three years old, as is generally ſuppoſed. And 
ew a bullock for 4 how N brou 1 they 

child to Eli, 10 inform him of God's "Ep ps offer 

26 à peace offering. And ſhe ſaid, O my lord, [as] thy 


ſoul liveth, my lord, I [am] the woman that ſtood by 
thee here, praying unto the Lox D. She makes uſe of this 
; aſſeveration, 
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 aſſeveration, becauſe it was ſome years before, and he might. 

27 have forgotten her. For this child I prayed; and the 
Loxo hath given me my petition which I aſked of him: 

28 Therefore alſo I have lent him to the Lorp ; as long 
as he liveth he ſhall be lent to the Loxo, expreſſing great 
earneſtneſs, gratitude, and ſtrong reſolution, and notwith- 
ſanding all the ties of parental tenderneſs, and foregoing all 
her female fears and fondneſs, ſhe leaves her cluld and fulfils 
her vow. And he worſhipped the Logp there. Some 
think this refers to Samuel 's devoting himſelf to Gad; but 
rather to his father, «who renewed his thankſgiving, and 
ſought the bleſſing of God upon his ſon, that he would ſanctißy 
him, and enable him for the ſervice to which he was devoted. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. QOME leſſons which may make us relatively good, 
may be learned from this chapter. Elkanah ſhines 
in the character of an huſband, and a devout man. He 
feared God with all his houſe; took them with him to publick 
worſhip; was kind and affectionate to a good wife, and 
bore meekly and patiently the perverſe temper and inſolent 
ſpirit of a bad one. Huſbands are to love their wives, and not 
be bitter againſt them, and ſhould be peculiarly careful to 
comfort them under their afflictions. Hannah had a meek 
and devout ſpirit, worthy the imitation of all wives. They 
are often in danger of fretfulneſs,, and therefore ſhould 
guard againſt it. The inſolence and haughtineſs of Penin- 
nah are very deteſtable. Let aide careful ſhun a peeviſh 
and provoking diſpoſition, for that will, as in the caſe 
before us, alienate the affections of the kindeſt relative. 
Mothers may learn from Hannah, the duty of nurſing their 
own children, if poſſible; and not to commit that work to 
ſtrangers, which God commands and deſigns for them to 
do themſelves. And tho' that work may confine them 
ſometimes from publick ordinances, as it did Hannah, yet 
God will accept them in it and bleſs them. Let parents 
learn likewiſe to devote their children to God, to teach them 
the language of prayer, and bring them to God's taber- 
nacle and ordinances; and then they may hope n 
|S 


% 
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ked, untractable men, 
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will 2 comforts to them. Let us always remember, 
that he cannot be really good, who is not NO good. 


2. Is any man offlifted? les him pray, Under all our trou- 
bles, crofles, and vexations, let this be our refuge: let 
our prayers, like Hannah's, be humble and fervent. We 
ſhall find it to be a remedy for every complaint, a ſupport in 
every trouble; it gives eaſe to the heart under all our ſorrows; 
it refreſhes the mind, and brightens the countenance. And 
when we ſeek mercy, let us accompany our .prayers with 

tous refolutions. This we are encouraged to do, fince 

hath never ſaid, Seek ye my face in vain. 

3. Let us be careful to guard againſt raſh cenſures of 
others, eſpecially for their devotion. Eli, tho* a man of 
God, and a good man, yet erred herein. He ſhould have 
been better informed before he was fo ſharp in his re- 
buke. Hannah was not noiſy and clamorous, as drunkards 
uſually are, and therefore there was the leſs reafon for his 
ſuſpicion. We ſhould not be forward to believe people 
pulty of ill things; while the matter is doubtful, charity 
would hope and believe the beſt. May we be efpecially 
careful not to cenſure perſons for their devotion, as if 
were enthufiaſts or hypocrites, leſt we blame that whi 
God approves. 2 
4. We learn hence, to be modeſt and humble even in 
our neceſſary vindication. Hannah bore this cenſure excel- 
lently well. Had ſhe been of the diſpoſition of many 
ple, the would ſoon have been in a paſſion, retorted the 
charge, bid him look at home, and reprove the deba | 
of his ſons.” She did not angrily tell him how ill it became 
him, but contented herſelf with denying the charge, and 


relating how the fact was. Perſons who are cenſured un- 


iftly, think they have a right to be angry and to complain; 
let us guard againſt this, even for our own i - for 


we ſhall ſooner be believed if we are humble and modeſt. But 
if we return cenſure for cenſure, and _— for railing, we 


hall mn Wy ran of guilt upon ourſelves, and injure 


Is. Chriſt, when he was reviled, reviled not again. 

5. We may hence infer, the odious nature of drunkenneſs. 
Hannah called them with t juſtneſs, Children of Belial, 
* children of the devil. No name 
is 
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is too bad for drunkards, 3 -drunkards, who 
are generally the worſt, when they are habituated to that 


infamous and . practice. It is highly wicked at 
any time, more Op ſo when coming to the worſhip 
of God; and the drunken prayers of ſome unhappy crea- 
tures, wil be the heavieſt and blackeſt articles in all their 
charges at the great day. Be not drunk with wine, in which 
there is exceſs ; but be filled with the ſpirit, the ſpirit ot devo- 
tion, meekneſs, and humility.— We may obſerye once more, 
6. That thoſe mercies are peculiarly welcome which are 
granted in anſwer to prayers, and ſhould be acknowledged 
with peculiar gratitude. Samuel's parents were full of 

titude, and brought a noble ſacrifice, Such mercies chim 
our warmeſt praiſes; ſuch favours ſhould be devoted to 
God, and employed in his ſervice. - Let the temper of 
David be our's, I love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my 
voice, and my ſupplications.. Becauſe he hath inclined his ear 
unte me, therefore will I call upon me nee as T live, A 


cxvi. 1, 2. 8 # 
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We have here Hannah's ſong of thankſgiving for the merty of 
| God to her; the bad character of Els ſont; and God's further 
* to the family of Elkanah. 

ND Hannah prayed," and faid, My heart rejoiceth 
in the LozD, mine horn is 23 in the _ | 
confiders her joy as c from God; the lifting up . 

_ horn was 4a token 7723 my mouth 2 
over mine enemies; becauſe 1 rejoice in th Rs. 
She was melancholy before, and dur not ſpe 
2 and courageouſly, becauſe of 8 

conferred upon her. {There is] none holy as the 

_ Lox: for [there * none beſides thee : neither [is 
there] any rock like our God; fbe acknowledges his 

B 4 ſupremacy 

4 This expreſſion is very proper, as — and thankſpiving are 

eſſential ts of prayer; ſhe adores the PI 
eſpecially the — of God to her, __ 


„ rw omatye ger 3% 
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. that he is the only refuge in trouble; there i is none 
-, elſe that ſbe can reſt upon; all other beings are as nothin 
3 to him. Talk no more ſo exceeding proudly; let [not 
arrogancy come out of your — = 2 the Lon o [1s] 
2 God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed; 
bie judges in the moſt exact manner, weighs actions in all thieir 
circumſtances, knows what men think, as well as what they 
and do, and can bring about what ſeems to men im- 
4 Poſſible. The bows of the mighty men [are] broken, and 
they that ſtumbled are girded with ſtrength. God brings 
down confident and preſumpiuous ſinners, who truſt "to their 
-" own might, and makes the weak and feeble triumph over =: 
| 5 them. [They that were] full and rich have hired out / 
themſelves 25 bread, 10 ſatisfy their hunger, and [they 
+ that were] hungry ceaſed to be ſo; ſuck changes we fre- 
A rms." . — ſo that the barren hath born 
„ a proverbial expreſſion for many children ; and - 
= - that hath many children is waxed feeble, thro 
_ 6 not having more, or for the loſs of thoſe which ſhe 
8 Logo killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth —— to 
the grave, and bringeth up; the power of life and death ' 
3 5 are in his hand, and all domeſtick concerns at his 1 
3 7 The Loxp maketh poor, and maketh rich: e 
4 S cth low, and lifteth up; ke is the ſovereign Lord 0 of the | 
 _ whole world, diſpoſeth all s as he th, exalts or 
8 abaſes whom he will. He raiſeth u ay out of the 
land] lifteth up the beggar e dunghull, to 
ſet [them] among princes, and to make them inherit 
the throne of glory ; he raiſes the poor to a glorious throne, 
= and power : for the pillars of the earth [are] 
the RD'S, and he hath ſet the world upon them; 
. — he is able to diſpoſe of the inhabitants as he pleaſeth. 
9 He will keep the feet of his ſaffits, diref? them in all 
their ways, and preſerve them from danger and the wicked 
ſhall be filent in kneſs, ſhall be quite confaunded, and 


brought io a moſt gloomy and 5 tuation; for 2 


Some refer this to Peninna; but perhaps it was beneath 
Hannah to take notice of her pcor malice, and may rather refer 
to the Philiſtines, the enemies of Iſrael, by whom they were 
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10 ſtrength ſhall no man prevail againſt God. The adver- 
faries of the Loxp, "9 Philiftines, ſhall be broken to 
Pieces; out of heaven ſhall he thunder upon them, 
deſtroy them in ſome dreadful way, (ſee ch. vii. 10.) the 
Lon ſhall judge the ends of the earth; and he ſhall 
give ſtrength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his 
11 anointed. And Elkanah went to Ramah to his houſe. 

And the child did miniſter unto the Loxo before Eli 


the prieſt ; performed ſuch ſervice in opening and ſbutting 


the doors, lighting the lamps, or the like, as he was able, 
according to his appointment. 

12 Now the ſons of Eli [were] ſons of Belial; they 
knew not the Lorp, they were wicked, diſobedient per- 
ſons, who tho they profeſſed to know God, yet in their works 

13 denied him. And the prieſt's cuſtom with the people 

was, that, ] when any man offered ſacrifice, the prieſt's 
ervant came, while the fleſh was in ſeething, with a 

14 fleſhhook of three teeth in his hand; And he ſtruck [it] 

into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the 
| fleſhhook brought up the prieſt took for himſelf. So they 
did in Shiloh unto all the Iſraelites that came thither. 


Their firſt crime was great injuſtice, for when any offered 


ſacrifice, they were uſed to be feaſting in ſome apartment of 
the t le; and not content with the breaſt and right 
A was their lot, they took any thing they could 
hold of; anu this was done in Shiloh, and done conſtantly. 
heir ſecond crime was daintineſs and luxury. Alſo before 
they burnt the fat, the prieſt's ſervant came, and ſaid to 
the man that ſacrificed, Give fleſh to roaſt for the prieſt, 
for he will not have ſodden fleſh of thee, but raw. They 
were not content with boiled meat, but would have what part 
they liked raw, to dreſs as they pleaſed, as the fleſhhook did 
16 not always bring up the beſt piece, And [if] any man ſaid 
| unto 


7 There was now no king in Iſrael; therefore ſome interpret 
the words as referring to David. But it ſeems more reaſonabic to 
refer them to Chriſt, eſpecially as there is ſo remarkable a reſem- 
blance between this and the Virgin Mary's ſong, Lute 1 46, &c. This 
is the firſt place in ſcripture where the word Meſſiah, or ancinted, 


15 


occurs, As if ſhe had ſaid, God ſhall make the Meftiah great 


and honourable, and cauſe him to triumph over all his enemies, 
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unto him, Let them not fail to burn the fat preſently, 
and [then] take [as much] as thy ſoul deſireth; then 
he would anſwer him [Nay;] but thou ſhalt give it 
me] now: and if not, I will take [it] by force. Their 
third crime was ſacrilege; before the fat was burnt, which 
was preſented to God, they would be ſerved, The Tſraclites 
fo well knew the law, that they were deſirous God's altar 
ſhould be ſerved firſt; but the prigſt's ſervants, who had 
| learnt inſolence from their maſter, would not allow this, and 
17 would even take it by force. Wherefore the. fin of the 
© young men was very great before the Loxbp: for men 
abhorred the offering of the Lorp, and did not care to 
offer ſacrifices, when there was ſuch abuſes cammitted about 
them | | 


18 But Samuel miniſtered before the Logo, [being] a 
child, girded with a linen ephod.* He performed ſuch ſer- 
vices as he was capable of, and did not follow the example 
19 of this wicked prieſt. Moreover his mother, to ſbow her 
Piety and affetion, made him a little coat, and brought 
[it] to him from year to year, when ſhe came up with 
20 her huſband to offer the yearly facrifice, And Eli 
bdbleſſed Elkanah, and his wife, and faid, The Logp 
give thee ſeed of this woman, for the loan which is lent 
to the Loxp. And they went unto their own home. 
21 And the Loxd viſited Hannah, ſo that ſhe conceived, 
and bare three ſons and two daughters. And the 
child Samuel grew before the LoRD. Thus God rewarded 
her heroic piety in devoting her only ſon to the Lord, by 
giving her many more chilaren. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E are taught from Hannah's ſong, that * 

fouls ſhould magnify the Lord, and our 2 re- 

Joice in God our ſaviour. This compoſure is ſublime and 

eloquent, as well as devout, and intimates to us the rea- 

ſonableneſs of prayer and thankſgiving, of I 

| | | vine 

5 He wore an ephod, not ſuch an one as the high prieſt wore, 

bot a kind of honourable nt, uſed by the inferior prieſts, 
arid provided at the 222 
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divine mercies, and keeping a written memorial of them, 
to cheriſn our gratitude. Let us learn to bleſs God for 

every appearance of providence for us; to rejoice and de- 
light in him, to take comfort in his perfect rectitude, his 
univerſal and perfect knowledge, his almighty power, and 
unerring juſtice. Let us remember, that he knows our 
thoughts, and weighs our actions in an equal balance, and 
therefore be ſolicitous to be approved of him. We ſhould 
owh and adore him in all the changes he makes in our cir- 
cumſtances, or in the circumſtances of others; and not be yo 
proud and talk arrogantly in the higheſt ſtation, fince God bd 
may bring us low, to poverty, contempt, and- even to = 
death itſelf in a moment. When we are moſt abaſed and 
diſtreſſed, let us not deſpair, becauſe he can preſently and 
ſurprizingly exalt us. Let us truſt in him, wait upon him, 
joice in that comfortable promiſe, ke will keep the 
feet of his ſaints; will dire&, detend, and ſupport them. 
They are often ſet. in ſlippery places, and need his aſſiſtance 
to keep their feet from falling. Let us dread the doom of 
his enemies, who ſhall be confounded and ruined ; he will 
thunder upon them, and then what can men do? Let us 
9 learn to rejoice in the advancement and ſecurity 
the Meffiah's kingdom, and the deſtruction of all the 
enemies of his church, and approve ourſelves his faithful | = 
ſubjects, that we may have reaſon now, and thro' all eter- 
nity, to rejoice in his compleat ſalvation. 

2. See what fad creatures wicked prieſts are; they are the 
worſt men upon earth. What vile wretches were theſe ſons 
of Eli; who was himſelf in the main an upright, holy man ! 
They were the ſcandal of religion, the contempt of all 

ſober and virtuous people, yea, the contempt of the moſt 
wicked, all the people cried ſhame on them. It was indeed a 
ſhame to ſee ſuch greedy dogs, (as the prophet calls ſuch 
pneſts) men given up to their belly and to their luſts. May 
God awaken all miniſters to guard againſt the luſts of the 
fleſh, that his offerings and ſervice be not abhorred, religion 
diſhonoured, and its intereſt weakened by thoſe, who ſhould 
be its patrons and ornaments. 

+ We ſee that God is not unrighteous to forget any labour 
of love for his honour. Elkanah and Hannah left their only 


and 
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and favourite ſon before the Lord, and he repaid it with 
intereſt, and recompenſed it with ſalvation. No one will 
loſe by lending to God; he will take care to repay them. 
Let us then exerciſe faith in his promiſes, and never diſ- 
truſt his kindneſs; for God is able to make every temporal 
favour and benefit abound, to us, and to bleſs us with all 


ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. 


CRANE SEG Ad ml. 


We have here more abominations of Eli's ſons, and his too gentle 
reproof of their crimes; with a very awful reproof and 
denunciation, ſent to Eli on this account by a prophet. 

22 N 2 Eli was very old, and heard all that his 

0 ſons did unto all Iſrael, but by reaſon of his great 

age he could not examine into their conduct, as he otherwiſe 
would have done; but he heard of the notorious villaimes 
pratiiſed by them, and how they lay with the women that 
aſſembled [at] the door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, «who either lived in the apartments of the tabernacle, 
and were employed in the neceſſary work of it, or rather, 
ſuch as came to worſhip there, and bring the cuſtomary 

23 ſacrifice. And he gently reproved them, and ſaid unto them, 

Why do ye ſuch things? for I hear of your evil deal- 

24 ings by all this people. Nay, my ſons; for ſit is] no 
| re bem wy that I : ye make the Loxp's people 
to tran by neglefling his ſacrifice, and committing 

25 folly with you." If one man fin againſt another, the 

judge ſhall judge him: but if a man fin againſt the 
Lon, who ſhall intreat for him? Notwithſtanding th 

hearkened not unto the voice of their father, cauſe 

the Lorp would ſlay them; he determined to puniſh them 

b This was the language of an indulgent t, but not of 

a righteous and fas 2 , hoy He ſhould hrs ld them their 

actions were vile and abominable; ſhould have caſt them out of 

the priefthood, and even have put them to death for adultery, 
according to God's law. 115 

I Here he argued well with them. If one neighbour do an in- 


jury to another, the judge may interpoſe, and puniſh the being. N 
ö 0 ut 
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26 himſelf. And the child Samuel on, and was in 
favour both with the Loxop, and alſo with men. 

27 And there came a man of God, à prophet, unto Eli, 
and faid unto him, Thus faith the Lozp, Did I plainly 
appear unto the houſe of thy father, hat is, Aaron, 

28 when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's houſe ? * And 
did I chooſe him, that is, Aaron and his family, out of 
all the tribes of - Iſrael ¶ to be] my prieſt, to offer upon 
mine altar, to burn incenſe; to wear an ephod before 
me, to conſult God, and receive voices and revelations from 

im; and did I give unto the houſe of thy father all 
the offerings made by fire of the children of Iſrael, 
ſomething of all tie ſacrifices, even the ſkin of the burnt offer- 

29 ings? Wherefore kick ye at my ſacrifice, and at mine 
offering, which I have commanded [in my] habita- 
tion, treat it with the higheſt irreverence and contempt, 
and honoureſt thy ſons above me,' to make yourſelves 
fat with the chiefeſt of all the offerings of Iſrael my 

30 people? pampering yourſelves with my offermgs. Where- 

fore the Lon God of Iſrael faith, I faid indeed [that] 
thy houſe, and the houſe. of thy father, ſhould walk 
before me for ever: but now the Lorp faith, Be it 
far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, 
and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. Here 
God revokes the conditional decree, that Eli and his family 


31 ſhould continue prieſts for ever.“ Behold, the days come 


But if one injure the judge himſelf, who ſhall interpoſe for him? 
Who will plead with a prince to pardon one who has attempted 
to take away his life. | 
it was the uſual way of prophets, to bring men to humility 
and repentance by recounting the divine favours, and thereby 

ſhowing how their guilt was aggravated. 
| Eli was inclu in this charge becauſe he tolerated the evil; 
ſuffering them to continue in office, and allowing them to treat 
God's ſervice ſo ſhamefully ; chooſing rather to humour and pleaſe 
them, than vindicate the honour of his worſhip from thoſe abuſes 
they * upon it. | | N 
= The prieſthood, it ſeems, for ſome reaſon or other not men- 
tioned in ſcripture, had been - transferred from the family of 
Eleazar, Aaron's eldeſt ſon, to Ithamar, the younger ſon, from 
whom Eli was deſcended, but now is tranſlated back again. As 
if he had ſaid, Tho' I made ſuch a promiſe, yet imagine = 
t 
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that I will cut off thine arm, thy power and authority, 
and the arm of thy father's. houſe, that there ſhall not 
be an old man in thine houſe, they fall all be cut off in 
32 the flower of their age. And thou, that is, thy poſterity, 
(this is a uſual ſcripture phraſe) ſhalt ſee an enemy [in 
my] habitation, in all {the wealth] which {God ] ſha} 
give Iſrael, when 1fracl. ſhall be moſt wealthy and glorious, 
and the priefihood be a moſt honourable and lucrative poſt :® 
1 — Hali-woe: be an old man in thine houſe for 
33 ever. And the man of thine, [whom] I ſhall not cut 
off from mine altar, [ſhalt be} to conſume thine eyes, 

nnd to grieve thine heart: and all the increaſe of thine 
houſe ſhall die in the flower of their age, hoſe who ſur- 
vived ſbould e OAPI aud be a grief to 
N And, as à proof that all 
N this ſhall come to _ this | ſhall be} a fign unto thee, 
that ſhall come thy two ſons, on Hophni and 
r in one day they ſhall die both of them. He 
Dould fee this himſelf,” and might therefore conclude that all 
ue reſt of the threatemny ſbould be fulfilled: neverthele(s, to 
 _ comfort Jjrael, he promujes the pri ſhall be continued. 
35 And I will raiſe me up a faithful prieſt, ¶ that] ſhall do 
According to ¶ that which is] in mine heart and in my 
mind: and I will build him a ſure houſe, multiply his 
Fami, and continue kim in place and power, and he ſhall 
walk before mine Anointed for ever, he. hall direti 
| the king in * Sin and yay for hum in difficult 
8 caſes. 


that I will be 6 ee hitch crimes as 2 or connive at 
* ſuch wickedneſs, And the reaſon he gives 1s a ſtanding rule in 
God's government, that he will give men honour and eſteem ac- 
cording as they ' behave; and wicked men who contemn God, 
8 e deſpiſed both by God and man. 
icularly refers to the deſtruction of the prieſts by 
Lars time. See ch. Xii. 18. 

bebe underſtand this of the Philiſtines defeating the Iſraelites 
and taking the ark; but I rather think it refers to the removal 
of his family, which happened | eighty years after, in Solomon's 
time; wien Iſrael was in the greateſt proſperity; and another 
was put in, whom op looked upon as an enemy and a rival. 
: y This refers to Zadok, who was faithful to God, to David, 
| Aa. d to Solomon, and ſucceeded Abisthar, of the family of Eli. 
* The priefthood continued in this family till the Babylonich 

| / captivity, and very provatyy till the time of Chrift. 
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36 caſes. And it ſhall come to paſs, [that] every one that 
is left in thine houſe ſhall come [and] crouch to him 
for a piece of filver, and a morſcl of bread, and ſhall 
ſay, Put me, I pray thee, into one of the prieſts' 
offices, that I may eat a piece of bread; he children of 
thoſe who were ſo dainty that they muſt have the choiceſt 
pieces of the ſacrifice, ſhall he reduced fo low as to'beg their 
bread, and be glad of the meuneſt office or penſion to keep 

_ them from ſtarving. See 1 Kings ii. 26, 27. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. TE may obſerye that thoſe who are deaf to re- 
| W proof, eſpecially to parental reproof, are in 
the way to ruin, v. 25. Eli's ſons would not hearken; 
therefore God determined to ſlay them, and make them 
ublick examples of his diſpleaſure. There is not a ſurer 
fon of an hardened ſinner, a brutith wretch, à /o of Belial, 
than deſpiſing and rejecting the reproofs of pious parents. 
Accordingly Solomon lays it down as a maxim, and this 
Rory confirms the truth of it, that he who being often re- 
proved, hardeneth his neck, ſhall fuddenly be deſtroyed, and 
that without remedy. . | 
2. Steady piety in young people is tarly honourable, 
eſpecially when they have bad examples before them. The 
encomium upon Samuel in ' this chapter is very remarka- 
bly introduced. After the wickedneſs of Eli's ſons had been 
ſpecified, then comes Samuel's good character, v. 18, 26. 
He minded his bufineſs, and did it, unmoved by. the ex- 
ample of thoſe wicked prieſts, tho' they were his ſuperiors 
in age, knowledge, and ſtation. He kept his integrity, 
ed and profited by Eli's inſtruction; and God loved 
him, Eli loved him, and all the good people of Iſrael loved 
him. Good children and pious youths will always be the 
favourites of heaven, and the darlings of all wiſe and good 
men; and the more bad examples and powerful temptations 
they have about them, the greater will be their honour, 
and the more God and man will love them. It ſhould be 
the hearty wiſh and prayer of us all, that that may be the 
character of all our children and young friends, which was 


the 
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the character of Samuel, and of one greater and better 
than him, even the holy child Jeſus; that they may grow in 
wiſdom as they do in ſtature, and in favour with God and man. 

3. Let us attend to that important maxim, that ſettled 
rule of God's government, that thoſe wwho honour him, he 
will honour. It we honour God by ſerious worſhip, by a 
holy behaviour, and-zeal for his glory, he will honour us 
by reputation among men, his own eſteem, and innumer- 
able benefits. But zf wwe deſpiſe him, by forgetting his wor- 
ſhip, breaking his laws, and being unconcerned about his 
glory, we ſhall fink into contempt, become mean and vile 
creatures, and be the objects of the divine diſpleaſure; 
which is the greateſt- evil that can poſſibly befal us. Re- 
ligion makes men honourable in the fight of God, and all 
. wiſe and good beings; but fin is the greateſt diſhonour to 
human nature, and will bring upon men everlaſting ſhame, 
contempt, and reproach. Once more, 

4. Let parents learn from the awful threatening de- 
nounced againſt Eli, the terrible conſequence of ſpoiling 
their children, and conniving- at their vices. Eli appears 
in every other reſpect to have been a worthy, good man; 
but a fooliſh partiality and fondneſs for his children 
brought ruin upon them. He reproved them indeed, but 
it was in the moſt gentle manner for the moſt execrable 
crimes; and treated them more lightly than he did Han- 
nah, whom he only ſuf] See how eaſily even the 
beſt parents may err in the treatment of their children; and 
how he that ſpareth reproof and correfion, ſpoileth his child. 
But let them remember, that if they connive at the vices 
of - their children, or their negle& or contempt of divine 
worſhip, God will not. Let parents then reprove and 
admoniſh, and always proportion their reproofs to the 
nature. of the crime ; otherwiſe they honour their children above 
Cod: an awful and awakening exprefſion! Thoſe who allow 
their children in any evil way, are more tender of them 
than of God's honour ard glory, more ſolicitous to honour 
their children than pleaſe and honour him. Eli could not 
have contrived a ſurer way to plague himſelf and his 
family, than by this indulgence to his children, Let parents 
af againſt this conduct, or they will make a ſword for 

| Pe Mita * e. 
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themſelves, which will pierce them to their heart, and are 
taking the direct method to entail poverty and ruin u 
their poſterity. They ſhould take warning by this "> 4g | 
choly ſtory, and not be acceſſary to the preſent and eternal 
ruin of their children: and thus, as was the caſe with Eli, 
have their grey hairs brought down with ſorrow to the grave. ' 


© 1's: M8, - ' 


We have here God's extraordinary diſcovery of himſelf to Samuel; 
the meſſage he delivered to him; the delivery of that meſſage 
to Eli; and the eftabliſhment of Samuel to be à prophet in 

1 AND the child Samuel miniſtered unto the- Loxv 
| before Eli, in ſuch ſervices as Eli directed. And 
the word of the Loxp was precious in thoſe days, he 
ſpirit of prophecy was very rare and uncommon; [there 
was] no open viſion; tho" ſome might have particular 18 
velations for their own private direion, yet there was 
ſcarce any publick prophet to whom the people might commonly 
reſort for information; this honour was reſerved for Samuel. 

2 And it came to paſs at that time, viſions were /0 
uncommon, when Eli [was] laid down in his place, was 
gone to reſt in ſome apartment near the tabernacle, and his 
eyes began to wax dim, [that] he could not ſee; his 
iel failed him, ſo that he often wanted help, and Samuel 
g was ever ready to come at his call: And ere the lamp of 

- God went out in the temple of the Lozp, where the 
ark of God [ was, ] and Samuel was laid down [to ſleep; ] 

4 That the Lord called Samuel, by à voice from the oracle 
between the cherubim in the moſt holy place, and he an- 

5 ſwered, Here ſam] I. And he ran unto Eli, and faid, 

Here (am] I; for thou calledſt me. And Eli, ſuppeſng 
he might dream that he was called, ſaid, I called not; lie 

6 down again. And he went and lay down. And the 

Logo called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel aroſe 
and went to Eli, and ſaid, Here [am] I; for thou 
didſt call me. Samuel thought it could be no one elſe, for it 
Vo. III. 7 Was 
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2045 night, nd the dooxs tere fbut. And he anſwered, 1 
7 called not, my ſon; lie down again. Now Samuel did 
not yet know the Logp, neither was the word of the 
Lon yet revealed unto him; he did not know how God 
revealed himſelf to the prophets, aud had not learnt to diſ- 
8 tinguiſh between the voice of God and that of a man, And 
the Logp called Samuel again the third time. And he 
aroſe and went to Eli, and faid, Here [am] I; for thou 
aidft call me. And Eli perceived that the Lonp had 
called the child. The repetition of the voice led Eli to con- 
. clude that it muſt be the Lord who ſpoke. This was a great 
' © mortification to Eli, to have a child, who was his ſervant, 
tu: called and ſent with a meſſage to him: it would make 
** kim. ſolicitous to know what the meſſage was, and lead him to 
9 give credit to it. Therefore Eli ſaid unto Samuel, Go, 
lie down: and it "ſhall beFiF ne call ches that thou 
ſhalt' ſay, Speak, Lozp; for thy ſervant heareth; ke 
* it was God's voice, and direBs him 
- how to behave. So Samuel went and lay down in his 
10 T—_— Aud the Lonp came, and ftood, and called as 
times, Samuel, Samuel. Befides the voice, which 
1 there was probably ſome bright luminous 
Then Samuel anſwered, ſpeak; for thy 
t 283 He omitted the word Lord, either thro 
fear, or hurry of his ſpirits, eee 
it tuas the Lord's voice or nat. 
1 And the Lonp ſaid to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
_ thing in [{rael, at which both the ears of every one that 
heareth it ſhall tingle, be ſtricken «with horror and 
12 e d In — in the ee that I have 
appointed for this wort, 425 perform againſt Eli all 
Fer JD which: I 3 poken concerning 29” hls _— 
when I begin, I will alſo make an end; tho? part of the 
_ threatening [have already denounced may be delayed, yet Iwill 
13 Perſevere until all ſhall be fulfilled. For L have told im that 
vill judge his houſe for ever for the iniquity which he 
- | knoweth ; he could not be ignorant of theſe publick iniquities, 
+. for they' were the general complaint; becauſe his ſons 
made themſelves vile in the fohe of God, and contemptible 
- in the eyes of all the people, — 4 
s ne 
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' . frowned not upon them, did not reprove them, as a father, 
ſuſpend them from their office, as high prieſt, and capitally 
pumſh them, as a judge and magiſtrate, if the other methods 
14 had ng effet. And therefore I have ſworn unto the 
houſe of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's houſe ſhall not 
be purged with facrifice nor offering for ever; here 
Hall be no abatement of the puniſhment, no ſacrifice accepted. 
15 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the 
doors of the houfe of the Loxb. This was part of his 
work, the tabernacle being included in a houſe or building, 
And Samuel feared' to ſhow Eli the viſion ; having no 
command to deliver this meſſage, he was unwilling to diſtreſs 
16 the good old man. Then Eli called Samuel, and ſaid. 
Samuel, my ſon. And he anſwered, Here [am] I. 
17 And he ſaid, What [is] the thing that [the Lok p] hath 
_  ſaidunto thee? I pray thee hide [it] not from me: God 
do fo to thee, and more alſo, if thou hide [any] thin 
from me of all the things that he ſaid unto thee. [57 
having been fo ſolemnly threatened before, concluded that. it 
related ig im; and tho" ht feared the worſt, he was willing 
to knw it. But finding Samuel backward to relate it, he 
18 atjured him in the moſt ſolemn manner to do it. And 
Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from 
him. The ſentence being pronounced by à child, who had his 
dependance upon Eli, behaved with ſo much modeſty and fim- 
Plitity, and who was unable to diſcern between the voice of 
God and that of his tutor, would be more terrible to Eli than 
the declaration of the prophet. And he ſaid, It [is] the 
Lox : let him do what ſeemeth him good; humbly ac- 
knowledging God's ſovereignty, and ſubmitting to the ſentence ' 
cuil a penitent heart. s 
19 And Samuel grew, and the"Loxp was with him, 
and revealed more and more of his mind to him, and. did 
let none of his words fall to the ground; hey were all 
20 Me an arrow that falls not ſhort, but hits the mark. And 
all Iſrael from Dan even to Beer-ſheba. knew that 
Samuel [was] eſtabliſhed [to be] a frophs of the 
Lon, both by Elis teſtimom, by repeated revelations made 
4% him, and by ſome of the declarations being remarkably ac- 
_  compliſhed © he vas to be : conſtant prophet, to ſupply 2 
1517 * e 
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place of Urim and Thummim when the ark was taken aw 
21 And the Lond appeared again in Shiloh: for gpl 


Loxp revealed himſelf to Samuel in Shiloh by the 
_ word of the Logp. God often revealed himſelf to him, not 
dreams or viſions, but by an audible voice. He was the. 
br ft prophet, fince Moſes, who was raiſed up to be r 
or and governor. See Alls iii. 4. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


HIS chapter teaches us, that the younger ſhould 

os bs be ſubject to the elder; that children and ſer- 

pay due reſpe to their maſters and inftruc- 

tors. How fumble and t was Samuel! ready to 


and tender of him. Children ſhould honour their aged and | 
weakly parents; and ſervants do all they can for the caſe 
and comfort of thoſe whom they ſerve: and learn from this 
child, that their obedience ſhould be e and chear- 

1 and then it will be acceptable. 

. 2. We learn, that when God „ 
ſhould attend. If eee and 
attend to the inſtructions, of earthly maſters, much more 
n ious God, whoſe ſervants we 


be ns, hap Sony, jo ng his word, this ſhould be 
our language, & for ty eruant heareth. Let us 
hear and 8 to 2 the Lord our Gad will ſpeat, and 


then we may hope he will ſdeak peace to us. 
3. Parents may ſee the abſolute neceſſity of reſtraining 
ther children from wicked ways. This was ſuggeſted in 


—_ | our remarks on the laſt chapter. But it is ſo 1mportant, 
1 and ſo much that mh lei 
'® : „ again; as G proper to 

=> remind El of his If parents roy cir children 


theiſehves vile in th in the fight of God and all ood bei , 
—- let them reſolutely reſtrain them, frown upon 4 chem, and 
£ -  neverconnide at fin of any kind, or in any 

l they make themſelves ers of hone gout t, and — 
remedileſs calamities a deſtruction upon 1 · 


4. We _ earn from the example ro Eli, a ſubmiſlive 


riſe out of his bed at every call of Eli; and was very careful Sh 


J > "By \ CONE. 
temper of mind under all the diſpenſations of providence. 
When this ' dreadful threatening was heard, he faid, I is 
the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. He lays it down 
as a plain. truth, I is the Lord, a Being of perfect juſtice, 
almighty power, and infinite wiſdom, who never puniſhes 
without a juſt cauſe, and in a righteous manner. And then 
he draws this very proper and ſatisfactory concluſion, let 
him do what e um good. Not what I think juſt and 
fit, who am orant, and have ſo often erred, but what 
* his perfect knos edge judges to be beſt. May we thus accept 

the puniſhment of our 255 and bear the e of 
he Lord, uM Wa WOT. | 


C HAP. IV. | 
In this c — a of the defeat of IB; the 
. boſs of 1 ary hay oy cs W 4 Papa 
e eee 


ND the word of Samuel, his prophetical word, 
came to all Hrael.” Now Iſrael went out againſt 

the Philiſtines to battle, and pitched beſide Eben-ezer 
and the Philiſtines pitched in Aphek. They had been 

' quiet near forty years, fuch havock had Samſon made 
© hem: but the Iſraelites now attempted to throw off their 
2 yoke, and encamped in the borders of their country. And the 
*  Philiſtines put themſelves in array againſt Ifrael: and 
| when they joined battle, Iſrael was ſmitten before the 
Philiftines: and they flew of the army in the field about 

four thouſand men. 

3 And when the people were come into the camp, the 
- elders of Iſrael faid, Wherefore hath the Logn ſmitten 
us t6-day before the Philiſtines? Let us fetch the ark 
of the covenant of the Loxp out of Shiloh unto us, 
e when it cometh among us, it may fave us ont of 
the hand of our enemies. They . thought the juſtice of 


eee Saen, without con- 


foregoing | 


"Theſe words are | urinaturally © digjoined' from the 
chapter, they being the proper concluſion of the * verſe 
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ſedering their charafer;- but now they would have the ark, 


to which they paid a ſuperſtitious 3255 and in which they 


4' placed an improper confidence. So the people ſent to Shiloh, 
that they might bring from thence the ark of the cove- 


- nant of the Lokp of hoſts, which dwelleth wo 
the cherubims: and the two ſons of Eli, Hophni 
Phinehas, [were] there with the ark of the covenant of 
5 God.“ And when the ark of the covenant of the Lozp 
came into the camp, all Iſrael ſhouted with a great 
ſhout, ſo that the carth rang again, they were heard a 
great way off; and thought Henſon as ſure of ſucceſs, as 
if the viflory was already gained. 
6 And when the Philiftines heard the noiſe of the 
ſhout, they were alarmed, believing there was ſome new ac- 
- ecffion 10 their ftrength,”and-they ſaid, What [meaneth] 
the noiſe of this t ſhout in the camp of the 
Hebrews? And xp ue underſtood that the ark of the 
7 Lon was come into the camp. And when the Philiſt- 
l ines found what it was, they were afraid, for they ſaid, 
God is come into the camp. And they ſaid, Woe 
unto us! for there hath not been ſuch a thing hereto- 
fore. They never heard, of the ark before, and imagined the 
REC 8 oe Gol in ler bil and 
thought it won e extraordmary effetts. Woe 
9 f. who ſhall deliver us out of the hand of theſe 
f 2 Gods? theſe. [are] the Gods that ſmote the 
2 5 with all the plagues in the wilderneſs. They 


ht with men PA but now. they, muſs fight with 
acknowledge the ſuperiority. of the God of Iſrael to 
z. but, not Randing the ſacred ftory, they 
& kr the 1 fell upon the Egyptians in the wilderneſs ; 
2 but. confuſed ideas of the fali: and recover- 
ing from their. fright, their | commander encouraged them, 

9 "A Be Ames; and quit 2 like men, O ye 
Mines, that ye be not ervants unto the Hebrews, 

they have been to Jou: quit e like men, 


2 

- 2 they did this in imitation of Johus's attacki eri · 
- but it was contrary to the divine wilt, who ordered at the 

4 "Dould be ſettled and not moved in Canaan, Deut. xii. 5—11. 
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10 And the Philiſtines fought, and Iſrael was ſmitten, | 


and they fled every man.into his tent : and there was a 
very great ſlaughter ; for there fell of Iſrael thirty 
thouſand footmen; God ſuffeted this, ta ſhow them the 
vanity of their confidence in the ark, and his own diſpleaſure. 
11 They fled every man home to their dwellings. nd the ark 
| A ld ns” taken; and the two ſons of Eli, Hophni 
and Phinehas, were flain; /hus began the. judgment of 


God upon the houſe of EL. 
12 And there, ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, 


and came to Shiloh the fame 455 with his clothes rent, 
and with earth gon ny head, in the habit of a maurner in 

13 great diftreſs. And when he came, lo, Eli ſat upon a ſeat b 

the way-fide watching : for his heart trembled tor the ar 
. God, left it Saad be taken and abuſed by the Philiſtines, 
aa God's people be deprived of the comfort, of it. And when 
- the man came into the city, and told [it,] 2 a city 
cried out; they were oth to. tell Eli 17 15 ore they 
- event into the oy, while he ſat alarmed and. ! d, trem- 
" Bling for their temporal and ſpiritual 1 lt this in- 
ant El heard a ac Priek and lamentation in tie city. 
14 And when Eli heard the noiſe of the crying, he ſaid, 
What [meaneth] the noiſe of this en And the 


man came in haftily, and told Eli; they ſpeedily brought 


15 the man to give him a circumſtantial account. Now-Eli 
was ninety and eight years, old; and his eyes were dim, 
that he could not ſee; hy could not ſee the ſadneſs of their 
countenantes, but only heat their cries and lamentations. 

16 And the man faid unto Eli, I [am] he that came out 
of the army, and 1 fled to day out of the army, I have. 
bern an che witneſs of the battle, and bring you the ſpeedieſt. 
intelligente. And he faid, Whit is there done, my ſon? 

17 And the meſſenger anfivered and faid, Iſrael is fled be- 
"fore the Philiſtines, and there hath been alſo. a great 
laughter among the people and thy two ſons alſo, 

5 Hob and Phinehas, are dead, and the worſt 2 2 all i [ts 

19 the ark of God is taken. And it came to 


he made mention of the ark of God, it falls; Eli to 2 
heart, mf that he fell from off the ſeat backward by the 


the gate, and his 8 and he died: for 
234 he 
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de was an old man, and heavy, and therefore the leſů able 
Ts hy vy efore the leſs 
19 And he had judged Iſrael forty years. And 


dis daughter in Jaw, Phinehas' wife, a pious 


woman, 
and of à tender ſpirit, was with child, [near] to be 
delivered: and when ſhe heard the tidings that the 
dark of God was taken, and that her father in law and 
her huſband were dead, ſhe bowed herſelf and travailed ; 
for her-pains came upon her, from the fright occaſioned 
20 by theſe ill tidings ſbe fell into labour. And about the time 
of her death the women that ſtood by her (aid unto her, 


- Fear not; for thou haſt born a ſon ; they thought theſe 


tidings would comfort her. But ſhe anſwered not, neither 
. did the regard [ it, ]-/o much wwas ſhe overcome with grief 
21 and ſorrow; And, having recovered à little ſtrength, ſhe 
named the child, I-chabod, ſaying, The glory is de- 
i from Iſrael: becauſe the CS Qhes, 
22 and becauſe of her father in law and her huſband. And 
© theſaid, The glory is departed from Iſrael: for the ark 
- of God is taken. Alas for the glory! The loſs of the ark 


* 
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TECCORBEFLECTLHONS. 


i. JT is not uncommon for men to pay a ſuperſtitious re- 
RL gardto ſacred things and ceremonial obſervances, while 


they negle& moral duties. Theſe men had a great reverence 


for the ark; they thought it would do wonders for them, 


and that there was no danger now that was come. Thus in 


the preſent day, men.boaſt of their external privil and 
2 to the e ceremonies of religion, while their 
are di God; and drawing down ruin upon 
A Eo meters fo 
zeal for theſe things; while humility, piety, and charity 
are neglected: but the inſtance before us ſhows that ſuch 
expectations will diſappoint them. The ark was never de- 
7 — to be a ſanctuary for impenitent ſinners. The outſide 
f religion will never ſave thoſe who are ſtrangers to the 
1 ( 
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reſt in a fm of godlineſs, while we are deſtitute of the power. 
There are many who have eaten and drank in Chriſt's pre- 
| ſence, to whom he will ſay, I never knewyou, depart from me, 


workers 0 __— y. | Wo 

” 2. Pond ſouls lay the concerns of God's church-very 
near their hearts and are deeply affected with its danger and 
calamities. This was the caſe with Eli and his daughter 
in law; his heart trembled for the ark. Good men are more 
concerned for the in of the church, than' their own 
rivate and ſecular affairs; they eſteem the welfare of 
eruſalem as their chief joy; cultivate a publick ſpirit; 
and their hearts take the alarm when they ſee iniquity 
abound: Let us ſhow our concern, by earneſt prayer and 
vigorous endeavours to ſtand in the breach, to appear on the 
Lord's fide, in ſupport of his cauſe and intereſt in the world. 
3. We learn, that God's ordinances and preſence are the 
glory of a nation; and to loſe them is the teſt loſs it 
can poſſibly ſuſtain. The ark was the ſymbol of God's 
— a token of his favour to Iſrael, and that he dwelt 
among them. When they loſt that, their glory was gone. 
If a nation provoke God to withdraw from them, to take 
his ordinances away, to remove his candleſtick from them, 
nothing can be more dreadful. - And have we no reaſon to 
fear this ſhould be the caſe with our nation? Are not the 

goſpel and its ordinances deſpiſed? Have not we too man 
profane prieſts? Have we not much ſuperſtition, and but 


little devotion ? Have we no reaſon to fear left God ſhould 


write upon us, Ichabod, your glory is departed? Woe to 
them from whom God departs! - When he the glory 
goes; and all good things go with him. We have reaſon 
to fear leſt he ſhould ſay to his miniſters as he did to 
Jeremiah concerning Shiloh, ch. vii. 12—16. Go ye now 
unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I ſet my name at the 
firſt, and ſee rwhat' IT did to it for the wickedneſs of my people 
Ifrael. And mow, becauſe ye have done all theſe works, ſaith 
the Lord, and I fpake unto you, rifing up early and ſpeaking, but 
ye heard not; and I called you, but ye anſwered not; therefore 
will I do unto this gr whith ig called by my name, wherein 
ye truſt, and to the Plate which I gave to you and your-fathers, 


3 . a5 
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as Theve done to Shiloh. And I will caſt you out of my fight, as 
1 have caſt out all your brethren, — 9 — of Ephraim. 
Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor 
Hos fo ths, neither make interceſſion an 1 wilt wot 

hear thee. | 


CHAP: * 


Whenthe ark was raten, one would have thought the FEM 
| would have attempted 10 regain it, and loſe am thing rather 
' than be deprived of it; but they had bot all their zeal and 
-- courage, therefore God does it himſelf. He ſhows Iſrael that 
' the ark could defend itſelf, . and triumph over Dagon the god of 
"te Philiffimes, and over the Philifines themſelves alſo. 4 


ND the Philiſtines took the ark of God, ud 
brought it from Eben-ezer unto Aſbdod, their 
ef city, which lay: near the ſea, and where there was a 
temple to _Dagon,' When the Philiſtines took the 
1 ſana cop is Den, When whe Pies ok ch 
219 7 by Dagon; they had ſome reverence for the ark, 
and would nat deſtroy. ar abuſe it, but braught- it to their 
ee of tes it, . ee, 
1 as try ile. 
3 . 
row, behold, Dagon [was] fallen upon his face to the 


1 


F. him ig his place again. Men the prieſtr 
ather's came early in the morning to worſhip in the tem- 
ound: their god on ile ground; but fuppofing. it 
| Beek they put it up again, and took care to faſten 
4 # well. And when they aroſe early on the morrow 

morning, behold, Dagon [was] fallen upon his face to 
the before the ark of the Loxp; and the head 
of and both the palms of his hands were] cut 
ö Sas the der dad, l lere that he was thrown with 
| violence quite to the threſpold of the door, and broken to pitces 


""_— it; only {the ſtump, or ag vo 


MEER the ark of the Load. And they took 
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5 Dagon was left to him." Therefore neither the prieſts 
of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's houſe, tread 
on the threſhold of Dagon in Aſhdod unto this day.” 
6 But the hand of the Loxb was heavy upon them of 
Aſhdod, and he deftroyed them, and ſmote them with 
emerods, [even] Aſhdod and the coaſts thereof. He 
deſtroyed many of them by peſtilence, and thaſe that died not, 
were violently afflified with emerads, or grievous piles. See 
7 Pſalm \xxviii. 66. And when the men of Aſhdod ſaw 
that [it was] ſo, they ſoon found out the cauſe, and th 
_ faid, The ark of the God of Iſrael ſhall not abide with 
us: for his hand is ſore upon us, and upon Dagon our 
8 god. They ſent therefore and gathered ail the lords 
of the Philiſtines unto them, and faid, What ſhall we 
do with the ark of the God of Iſrael? And they 
. -- anſwered, Let the ark of the God of Iſrael be carried 
about unto Gath. And they carried the ark of the God 
of Iſrael about | thither.}, Having :calledi'a' council, they 
reſolved that the ark ſhould: he removed to Gath, the next 
city towards the north, ſuppaſing the preſent place war un- 
lucy, or that there muas ſomething offen/rue to the God of 
9 Tjrael there. And it was [ ſo, ] that, after they had car- 
ried it about, the hand of the Lorp was againſt the 
city with a very great deſtruction: and he ſmote the 
men of the city, both ſmall and great, and they had 
emerods in their ſecret; parts; (he ſame calamity. followed 
tem; mam died, and others tuere grievouſly. tormented. 
10 Therefore they ſent the ark of God to Ekron, the next 
city nortiu ard. And it came to paſs, as the ark of God 
©, came, to. Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, ſaying, 
They have brought abont the ark of the God of Iſrael 
The part of this idol was of human ſhape, and 
lower . mermaids are repreſented — oo 
writers tell us there as ſuch an idol among the Phenicians; in; 
which, couhtry Philiſtia was a province, It was the Neptune of 
the antients. By this it appeared, that the Iſraelites were over. 
thrown and the ark taken, not for want of power in their God 
to deliver them, but as a puniſhment for their in. 
This cuſtom continued many ages after, ſee Zeph; i. g. and 
kept up the memory of this event. When any aſked the mean, 
ing of this ceremony, the anſwer would be, Bring glory to the 
God of Iſrael. 
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been no more than might have been expected; but OP: 


to us, to ſlay us and our people; not that this was their 
intention, but they feared this would be the conſequence. 
11 So they held another council, and they ſent and gathered 
together all the lords of the Philiſtines and ſaid to them, 
Send away the ark of the God of Iſrael, and let it go 
; in to his own place, that it ſlay us not, and our 
people: for there was a deadly deſtruction throughout 
all the city; the hand of God was very heavy there. 
12 And the men that died not were fmitten with the 
emerods: and the cry of the city went up to heaven, 
: there was a great and ſore lamentation, ſo grievous was 


| REFLECTIONS. 
1. XI E have here a remarkable inſtance of the folly | 
b and ſtupidity of "idolatry. What could be 


WW 


more ndiculous than the conduct of the Philiſtines, in 


worſhipping a —— could not help himſelf. Lifting up 
their hands to him that could not lift up himſelf. A poor 
god indeed, that had loſt both hands and head, ſo that he 
could have neither power nor wiſdom to help them! Yet 
they continued their regard to him; yea, reverenced the 
very threſhold on which he was broke. What monſtrous 
folly | What à lamentable inſtanee of the corruption of 
haman nature, that men ſhould be fo befotted ! Juſtly 
might the Plalmiſt ſay concerning idols, they that mate them © 
are like uo them, and fo art all thty that put their truſt in them. 
2. When God's. hand is heavy upon wicked men, they 

y all methods but the right to get rid of their afſliction. 
The Philiſtines ſuffered greatly under the hand of God. 


They ſent the ark from one place to another, and this only 


increaſed their calamity, ſpread the contagion, and multi- 
plied the triumphs of the ark. They never thought of 
returning it, till they had tried every thing elſe. Thus 


 finners fret and murmur under their afflictions; they have 


recourſe to company, or pleaſure, to ſome falſe — 


or ſuperſtitious ice, but do not return to 


the Yhiliſtines ted 'to worſhip God, it would have, 


ſent away the ark, when they ſhould have ſent away 
Dagon, and then the ark would have been a bl „and 
not a plague. But finners abhor the ordinances of God's 
houſe, becauſe they give them pain; they negle& his wor- 
ſhip, becauſe it galls their conſciences; they will not part 
with fin, While they are weary of the hand that — 
them, they ſtill hold faſt the cauſe of their puniſhment: 

3. We ſee how vain it is to contend with God; for thoſe 
who oppoſe him will ſoon have enough of it; one plague 
ſnall come after another. Hence we — the neceſſity of 
making God our friend, who can ſo eaſily, and by ſo many 
ways, humble the proudeſt ſinner, and the moſt powerful 


enemy. Happy then, are thoſe people whoſe God is the Lora. 


CHAP. VI. „ 


We have here the diſmiſſion of the ark from tie land of tlie 


© " Philiflines; the reception of it in the land of Iſrael; and the 


Puniſhment of the men of Beth ſbemeſb for therr preſumptuous 
curioſity. | 


1A ND theark of the Logp was in the country o 


the Philiſtines ſeven months. Finding it brought 

fo many calamities into the city, it was removed into a field. 

| They were defirous to keep this trophy among them, and 
hoped the plague would ceaſe. But God viſited them with 
another ; a prodigious quantity of mice ſpread over the 
ground, and deſtroyed the corn, which was now nearly ripe : 
then all joined in confidering how they might beſt 7 cap it 
2 away. And the Philiſtines called for the prieſts and 
the diviners, ſaying, What ſhall we do to the ark of the 
Logo, to ſhow our reſpefts to it, and to appeaſe that God 
lo whomit belongs? tell us wherewith, with what preſents, 
3 we ſhall ſendit to his place. And they faid, If ye ſend 
away the ark of the God of Iſrael, ſend it not empty; 


but in any wiſe return him a treſpaſs offering. - They had - 


learned. that treſpaſs offerings tore uſed among the Fetus, 
and therefore recommended it as an acknowledgment that they 


had offended the God of Ijrael by bringing the ark aut of 


a. | 0 - — = . 
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their country: then ye ſhail be healed, and it ſhall be 
Known to you why his hand is not removed from you; 
wee fball thus ſee whether the mas occaſioned by de- 
4 taining the ark or nat. Then ſaid they, What {ſhall 
5 . which we ſhall return to him? 
They anſwered, Five golden emerods, and five golden 
mice, according to] the number of the lords of the 
P hiliſtines: — plague [was] on you all, and on 
= your lords. This was a ftrange offering which they propoſed, 
an image: of the ings with which they were afflified.* 
:5 Wherefore ye make images of your emerods, and 
__ "mages of your mice that — dale and ye ſhall 


give glory unto the God of Iſrael, acknowledge the p 


lague 

Aye rg him, bex pardon for jour fault IP 
him; peradventure he will his hand 

"you, and from off your gods,” and from —.— your 

_ Some objected to "his offering as ſhowing too great - 

to the ark, and as too degrading to themſelves; but 

the pris exhorted them to it, ſaying, Wherefore then do 

Te harden our hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh 

hearts? when he had wrought wonder- 

fully among them; did they not let the people go, and 

7 they departed? Nom therefore make a new cart, and 

and take two milch kine, on which there hath come no 


pole, and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their 
8 calves home from them: And take the ark of the 
Lend, and lay it upon the cart; and put the R 
— oorden dhe for] a treſpaſs o 

a coffer by the fide thereof bay pram ie 
may go. 2 advice, and one would think 

i, ora eee mm.. 
over- 

* n was wh among heathen nations, to conſecrate to 
their. gods ſuch monuments as ſtowed the nature of the evils from 
which they were delivered. The Indians to this day, when * 
o to their idols for a cute of their diſeaſes, carry a- figure of 


> member afflifled, either in gold, filver, or copper, according 
x They had) e eee Me; nol it bb probable all 
1 They other it is 
the idols in the land were thrown down and broken. 644 
This proves that they had a general acquaintance with the 
hiſtory of the TOO Jr's and how widr the knowledge * Jehovah 


. was ipread by thoſe miracles 
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' over-ruling their minds. They heard it was dangerous to 
lool into the art, or they were afraid of it, and therefore 
9 put the offering on the fide of it. And ſee, if it goeth up 


by the way of his own coaſt to Beth-ſhemeſh, then! 
he hath done us this great evil: but if not, then we — — 


ſhall know that [it is] not his hand [that] ſmote us; it 
[was] a chance [that] happened to us. If the tine draw 
the cart without ſtruggling, and go ſtraight forward to 
 Beth-fhemeſh, the firſt place in the land of Fudea on the bor- 
ders of the Philiftines, and do this contrary to their natural 
inſtindt, having left their calves behind, then God's hand 
hath ſmitten us, otherwiſe it is a chance that hath happened 
| #0105. | 
10 And the men did ſo; and took two milch kine, and 
tied them to the cart, and ſhut up their calves at 
11 home: And they laid the ark of the Lozp upon the 
cart, and the coffer with the mice of gold and the 
12 images of their emerods. And the kine took the ſtraight 
way to the way of Beth-ſhemeſh, [and] went along the 
highway, lowing as they went, and turned not afide [to} 
* right hand or ſto] the left; and the lords of the 
| Philiflines went after them unto. the border of Beth- 
ſhemeſh. Thus they ſent the Hraclites this monument of their 
| ſhame and puniſhment, and of the triumph of the God of 
13 Iſrael over them. And [they of] Beth-ſhemeſh [were} 
_ reaping their wheat harveſt in the valley: and they 
lifted up their eyes, and ſaw the ark, and rejoiced to 
ſee [it, ] eſpecially. coming in ſuch a wonderful manner, with- 
14 out am conductor. And cart came into the field of 
Joſhua, a Beth-ſhemite, and ſtood there, where ¶ there 
was] a great ſtone: and they clave the wood of the 
cart, and offered the kine a burnt- offering unto the 
Lord. They thought the cows and the _— 
be uſed on this extraordinary occaſion, and they a ſacri- 
ice of the whole as a burnt offering to God, probably on an 


15 altar of earth. And the Levites took down the ark 


of the Loxb, and the coffer that [was] with it, wherein 
FR 3 


This was probably the boundary between the Iſraelites and 


Philiſtines; it was a territory belonging to the prieſts ¶ Jaſtas 


xxi, 16.) who were ſet apart to take care of the ark of God. 


_— And the men of 'Beth-ſhemeſh, acknowledging 
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the of gold were, ] and put [them] on the 
— 8 — 2 Beth ſhemeſh offered —.— 
offerings and ſacriſiced ſacriſices the ſame day unto the 
Loxp. They put the ark to reſt upon the ſtone, and feaſted 
16 together on the peace offering, as a token of their joy. And 
when the five lords of the Philiſtines had ſeen ſit, ] they 
returned to Ekron the ſame day, and reported what they 
had ſeen. Probably 3 was flayed, but they were 
not reformed ;, they thoug. eater than their gods, 
17 but worſbipped them * * [are] the golden 
emerods which the Philiſtines Lure [for] a treſpaſs 
unto the Lon; for Aſhdod one; for Gaza 
one, for Aſkelon one, for Gath one, for Ekron one; 


18 And the golden mice, [according to] the number of 


all the cities of the Philiſtines [ belonging] to Gilg hy 
lords, ¶ both] of fenced cities, and of country 

even unto the great [ſtone of] Abel, 1 . for 
down the ark of the Loxp : [which ſtone remaineth] 
unto this day in the field of Joſhua the Beth-ſhemite. 


19 And he ſmote the men of Beth-ſhemeſh, becauſe 


looked into the ark of the Lozn,* even he 
the people fifty-thouſand and. threeſcore and 
ten 2 and the people lamented, becauſe the Lorp 
tten ¶ many] of the people with a great ſlaugh- 


their 


d The n offerings were hag to the number of their 
cities, and each contributed to furniſh = The ſtone remained 
when this book was written, as a memorial of this great event. 

© The ark was held in great veneration; even the high prieſt 
was to fee it but once a year, and then thro” a cloud of incenſe; 


yer theſe men ventured not only to gaze upon it, but to look 


into it; either to fee Whether any thing was taken out, or to ſee 
the tables written with God's hand, or ſome other ſacred monu- 
ments. The prieſls hould have known berter, but they were 
ſeverely puniſhed. © 
© This tranfſation is very unlikely, for it was but a village 
and a e were left to lament it I apprehend it ſhould be ren- 
dered, he flew fifty out of a thouſand; being fourteen hundred in 
all who indulged this 9K God was fo merciful as to fla 
only a twenrieth part, or ſeventy out of fourteen hundred, It 
was an avStient cuſtom when great numbers were capitally con- 


viaged, NIE them, or take every Urs * 
| * 
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their raſoneſs, ſaid, Who is able to ſtand before this 
holy Lok God, and to whom ſhall he go up from us? 
We are not worthy of his preſence, and all people will fear 
21 10 have the ark among them. And they ſent meſſengers 
to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, faying, The 
Philiſtines have brought again the ark of the Loxp; 
come ye down, [and] fetch it up to you; they ſaid 
nothing of the miraculous manner in which it came, nor the 
deſtruction of their townſinen, but ſeemed to wiſh it gone that 
they might ſafe. ö | | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. H E execution of divine vengeance upon fin- 
; ners ſhould be recolle&ed by us, to —.— our 
rebelling againſt God. The wiſeſt part of the Philiſtines' 
conduct, is their arguing from the plagues brought on 
Pharaoh. This ſtory, with many others in the bible, are 
recorded for our inſtruction. God's judgments on impenitent 
ſinners were intended that we might ear, and fear, and do 
no more wickedly. Let us endeavour to learn by other men's 
2 for this is the cheapeſt and beſt kind of know- 


2. Tho' the enemies of God's church triumph for 2 
while, he will at length over- rule all its affairs for his own 
lory. The ark was in diſgrace a long time, but here wg 
= it came back in triumph, accompanied with laſtit 
monuments of the Philiſtines' diſgrace, and the glory o 
the God of Iſrael. The church often ſhines brigtiteſt after 
it has been under a cloud. God can cauſe the wrath of man 
to praiſe him, and the remainder of that wwrath he will reſtrain. 
This ſhould encourage us when we have the darkeſt proſ- 
| of affairs, for he can eaſily over- rule the ſchemes of 
is enemies, for the honour — ſecurity of his caule, -— 


3. The return of God's ark and ordinances, will be mat- 
Vor. III. 3 D ter 


only every twentieth. Dr. Kenxicorr obſerves, that the original 
number of the men here deſtroyed, for looking into the ark, 
was not fifty thouſand and ſeventy, but only ſeventy: agreeable 
to the Hebrew MSS. No, 3. confirmed by the authority of 
_ Joswenvs.. | | 
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ter of true joy to every true Iſraelite. It was ſo to the men 
of Beth-ſhemeſh; they left their harveſt to pay their reſpect 
to this ſymbol of the divine preſence. The ark was as 

—_ on a. ſtone in the field, as in Solomon's temple. 
May we learn to value the means of grace, and the tokens 
of divine n to Cad, who continues them 


do us. 


4. Let us learn to guard inſt a umptuous curi- 
. it caſt the men of Beth-ſhemeſh — dear. Let us 
not be deſirous of knowing what God has 4 thought proper 
to conceal, and be ſenfible that he has the wiſe ends in 
ſo doing. Let us not intrude into things that are not ſeen, 
remembering, that ſecret things belong to the Lord. Our 
rule of duty is plain and clear. God is jealous of his 
honour and the dignity of his inſtitutions; and therefore it 
becomes us to pay the greateſt veneration to every thing 
which belongs to him; and to ſerve him always with re- 

verence and godly fear; for our God is @ conſuming fire. 


* 
a — 


CHAP.” vn. 


We — hs an account of the ſettlement and continuance of thi | 
art at Kirjath-jearim ; the reformation of the people; their 
- deltverance from the Philiſtines; and: jewe' farther good ſer- 
eee for Jr. ws HT .yto'g 
"AND the men of Kirjath-jearim received the meſſage 
iat was related in the bf chapter, and thearfully 
*-- and without - ear came, and fetched up the ark of the 
 *Loxp, and ought it into the houſe of Abinadab in 
| — hill,“ ad ſanctifed, or ſet apart, Eleazar his fon 
; the ark of the Lox; ; not to offer ſacrifices, for 
"ther was no altar or tabernatle here, that was at Shi oh ; 
' but to" take care of it and guard it, and attend any pions 
2 Thhachtes tolo came to pay their devotion there. And it 
came to pals, while the ark abode in pans, 


8 Here it was fenced in, and oreſerved from profanation, but 
was viſible at a diſtance, that pious Lay * might direct 


525 prayers to it; and in this place it was | David's 


L SAMU ET. VI. 11 
that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and 


all the houſe of Iſrael lamented after the LoD. I was 


there in the whole about forty ſir years, bul it was twenty 
years before the Iſraelites took much notice of it. And then, 
being oppreſſed by the Philiſtines, and turned -out of their 
cities, they began to lament their apoſtacy from God, his ab- 
ſence from them, and to entreat his return. 


3 And Samuel ſpake unto all the houſe of Iſrael, ſay- 


ing, If ye do return unto the Loxd with all your 
hearts, {then} put away the ftrange gods and Aſh- 
taroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto 
the Loxd, and ſerve him only: and he will deliver you 
out of the hand of the Philiſtines. No doubt Samuel 
ad often adviſed them to do this before, in a more private 


. manner; but now, when he faund ſome good impreſſions on 
. ' . their minds, he called them together to ſtrite in with them, 


to explain to them the nature of repentance, and the condition 


e their" receiving divine mercy ; they muſt put | away _ 
- .." their houſes and their hearts all ſtrange gods and goddeſſes, and 


Prepare themſelves by ſerious conſideration and firm reſolu- 


4 tions, | and then they may depend on ſucceſs. Then the 


children of Iſrael did put away Baalim and Aſntaroth, 
and ſerved the Lonp only; there was a general reforma- 
tion in the worſhip of God, they deftroyed their images and 
5 altars,” and ſerved | Jehovah © alone. And Samuel faid, 
” Gadks all Iſrael to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you 
unto the Logp, that he may accept your repentance, 
- ſtrengthen your r:/olutions, and give you deliverance from 
Dou enenges.. He thought publick prayer moſt hanourable to 
has God, and. moſt uſeful to them. And they gathered to- 
gether to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured [it] 
out before the * to denote their grief and deep re- 


a pentance, and that if their heads were waters, and their eyes 


. -- fountains of tears, all would be too little to mourn for their 


* 
- 


ated guilt ; and they faſted on that day, and ſaid 
there, We have ſinned againſt the Loxp, And Samuel 
= judged the children of Ifrael in Mizpeh; ook upon him 
lie office. of a judge from this time forward ; to determine 
differences, inſtru? them in the law of God, and puniſh 


 Polarighs idolatry. 
EE Rn 
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7 And when the Philiſtines heard that the children of 
Ifrael were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of 
the Philiſtines went up againſt Iſrael; /uſpeZing that they 
were forming ſome ſcheme to throw off the yoke, they intended 
to come and ſurpriſe them. And when the children of Iſrael 
heard [it,] they were afraid of the Philiſtines, becauſe 
they were unarmed and unprepared, tho" they were never 
8 better prepared than when faſting and praying. And the 
children of Iſrael ſaid to Samuel, Ceaſe not to cry unto 
the Loxpd our God for us, that he will fave us out of 
the hand of the On EY afraid and aſhamed to 
pray themſelves, they defire to continue his prayers 
for them, that God would ſave them according to his en- 
couragement. 

And Samuel took a ſucking lamb, and alfred lit 
for] a burnt offering wholly unto the Lonp: and 
Samuel cried unto the 2 m_ — get 
heard him while and anſwered even before tie 

10 lamb was conſumed. . Samuel was offering up the 
burnt * the Philiſtines drew near to battle againſt 
Iſrael: but the Loxp thundered with a great thunder 
on that day upon the Philiftines, and diſcomfited them; 

11 and they were ſmitten before Iſrael.” And the men of 

Iſrael went out of Mizpeh, and purſued the Philiſtines, 
and, taking up the arms which the Philiftines threw away in 
their flight, ſmote them, until [they came] under Beth- 
car, 4 ſtrong garriſon. Thus SamuePs prophecy of their 
ſucceſs upon their repentance, was fulfilled. Compare Ecclus. 

'2 xlvi. 16, 17. Then Samuel took a tone, and ſet [it] 

between Mizpeh and Shen, hq ſet it up as a memorial of 

— in the ſame place where they had been 

dane the —— and the ark taten from them, 

and called the name of it Eben-ezer, that is, the ſtone 

| "7 help, ſaying, Hitherto hath the. Lozp helped us, ex- 

pr thanbfueſs for if d r 

ge on and complete it. 


tb 13 80 

f Tho* Samuel was not a ceft, e 4 prophet, this was 
allowable upon ſuch an 6 prick, yer ns — 

F According to Hannah's prophecy, there was thunder '.and 


hailſtones ; — Joſephus ſays, a earthquake, o that they fied 
with great precipitation, | 


— DDP 


16 foe alone, 
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13 So the Philiſtines were ſubdued, and they came no 
more into the coaſt of Iſrael: and the hand of the Loxd 
was againſt the Philiſtines all the days of Samuel. They 

did not return while Samuel was judge alone; but in SauPs 

14 time they returned again. And the cities which the Phi- 
liſtines had taken from Iſrael were reſtored to Iſrael, 
from Ekron even unto Gath; and the coaſts thereof - 
did Iſrael deliver out of the hands of the Philiſtines; 
they recovered their rights and cities, except a few ſtrong 
halds where the Philiſtines kept garriſons, And there was 
ponee avg; Iſrael 2 the Amorites; the other a 

tants of Canaan not tir them when 
Philiſtines were ſubdued. 4 
15 And 8 udged Iſrael all the days of his life, 
e partly with Saul. And he went. from 
ear to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and 
Mixpch, pF judged Iſrael in * thoſe places, making 
Ferences, = the law, and put de offenders, 

7 And his return [was to Ramah ; fort there [was] his 
houſe ; and there he judged Iſrael; and there he built 
an altar unto the Logp. Cod having not yet declared 
where the ark ſhould be fixed, when the people came to con- 
eb about important affairs and ſeek direction, it was proper 
ts do it by N Gs v. 9. thus he ſupported religion and 
th of of God 


REFLECTIONS. 


T is a happy thing to ſee thoſe who have ized 
from Gal and — indifferent to him . 
e ſrael 


loſt the ark many months; when it returned, it lay im ob- 
ity on the borders of the Philiſtines z ouly a few ventured 
to pay their reſpects to it ; but at length a national reforma- 


tion took place; and they be lamenting their folly, 


and enquiring how they muſt return unto the Lord. An 
— time indeed was this to Iſrael! And nothing can be 
more agreeable to a pious mind, than to ſee thoſe who have 


forgotten God, and lived without him, been inſenfible f 


his preſence, and unconcerned about his glory and favour, 
D'3 begins. 


— 


dur condemnation” the more apgravated. ' 


38 n 
beginning with grief and concern to enquire after him, and 
t6 


de uneaſy till they have recovered his favour. Would to 
God this were more frequently ſeen. in our days] and that 
one and another were aſting the way to Zion, with ther faces 
thitherwards. _ 3 | 22 

2, If we deſire to be approved of God, and to obtain 
his favour, our repentance muſt be ſincere and genuine; 
we muſt prepare our hearts, by cloſe reflection on our paſt 


conduct. We muſt think on our former ways; turn from 


every ſin; particularly from that which moſt eafily beſets us. 
We muſt diſmiſs every idol that has twined about our 


hearts. We muſt not tolerate any known fin, but re- 


nounce every one. No man can ſerve two maſters, Without 
this we ſhall only affront God, injure ourſelves, and mak 

3. National deliverances ought ſolemnly to be com- 
memorated, and the glory of them given to God. Samuel's 
raiſing theſe ſtones, ſuggeſts to us, that care ſhould be 
taken to ate the remembrance of ſignal appearances 
of providence' in our favour; and tho* God does not anſwer 
by thunder and lightning, or in any. extraordinary way 
baffle our enemies, till it is his doing; and we ſhould 
celebrate his 'praiſes, and be careful to remember his 
works, as a motive to ſerve him faithfully, and improve 
the privileges and bleſſings that he continues to us. 


4. How happy was Iſrael under the government of ſuch 


z pious, active, ome man, as Samuel was, who ad- 
miniſtered juſtice ſo faithfully; who took ſo much pains to 


travel thro* the land of Iſrael, to promote righteouſneſs 
and peace; and who kept up the publick exerciſes of re- 
ligiop. We ſhould eſteem it an happineſs that we live 
under a good government; that we have judges who go 


their ſeveral circuits and judge our Iſrael; and that we have 
the means of religion continued among us. Theſe are 
qercich and God ſhould be acknowledged as the author of 

em. We Thonld earneſtly pray for judges and magiſ- 
trates, that they, like Samuel, may be able men, men of 
rde fearing Ce, ard hating crete MH , 


4 - 1 err p „ 1 . . n 
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©  * afted as ſuch in times paſt, FOE their laws, chooſing their 
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0 CHA P, VIII a 

The Iſraelites, on account of the ill government of Samue?s ſons, 
petition to have a king : God direfts Samuel how to act; who 
faithfully tells the people wwhat they muſt expect from one; but 

they obſtinately perfiſt in their determination. | 


1 Abd it came to paſs, when Samuel was old, that 


he. made his ſons judges over Iſrael ; he found 

the labour of going the circuits was too great, therefore he 
appointed his ſons to be his deputies, and fixed them in the 

2 ſouthern parts of the land. Now the name of his firſt 
born was Joel; and the name of his ſecond, Abiah: 


z [they were] judges in Beer-ſheba. And his ſons walked 


not in his ways, but turned aſide after lucre, and took 
bribes, and perverted judgment, they behaved wickedly, 


14 thro* covetouſneſs and the love of money. Then all the 


elders of Iſrael gathered themſelves together, and came 
to Samuel unto Ramah, 10 remonſtrate in a reſpetful 
5 manner concerning their grievances, And faid unto him, 
Behold, thou art old, and thy ſons walk not in thy 
ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the na- 
tions. This was a very fookſh concluſion; for tho Samuel 
was old, he was as fit to counſel and govern as ever; and 
had he known his ſons did ill, he would no doubt have 
choſen others in their place. But the chief reaſon was pride; 
à poor prophet in a mantle, was too mean for them; they 


wanted more pomp and magnificence, officers, and a guard, 


and to make a figure among the nations, 


6 But the thing diſpleaſed Samuel, when they ſaid, 
©... Give us a king to judge us, as it was ungrateful to him, 
After all the deliverances they had received thro' his means. 


* 75 Samuel prayed unto the Log for direction what to 
7 dointhis caſe And the Loap faid unto Samuel, Heark- 
en unto the voice of the people in all that they ſay unto 


| ©. thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have 


rejected me, that I ſhould not reign over them. Samuel 


was diſpleaſed, but God told him that He had more reaſon to 


be fo, for they had in fal rejected him as their king; he had 


gover - 


7 


3 governors, directing in all difficult caſes, making war and peace, 

iz and thus — thoſe things 25 ae 9" ems 

4 left to their king. Thus it appears that their government was 

4 8 a theocracy.. According to all the works which they have 
3 done ſince the day that I brought them up out of E 

3 even unto this day, wherewith they have forſaken me, 

* and ſerved other gods, ſo do they alſo unto thee, it is 
3 their old way ; they have choſen other gods to worſhip, no 


5 wonder they now want another ruler. Now therefore 
 hearken unto their voice, let them have their own way, 
_ and a king like the nations about them: howbeit yet proteſt 
_ ſolemnly unto them, and ſhew them the manner of the 
king that ſhall reign over them, what difficulties and 
aver) they may be brought into; that they way be without 
- excuſe, and have noone to blame but themſelves. 

10 And Samuel told all the words of the Lorp unto 
11 the people that aſked of him a king. And he faid, 
This will be the manner of the king that ſhall reign over 
you: he will take your ſons, and appoint ſ them] for 

himſelf, for his chariots, and [to be] his horſemen; 
and [ſome] ſhall run before his chariots ; they ſhould not 
be treated like free-born ſubjes, but be made guards and 
 footmen, to look after his horſes, and run before his chariots. 
12 And he will appoint him. captains over thouſands, and 
_ captains over fifties; and [will ſet. them] to ear his 
| und, and to reap his harveſt, and to make his in- 
a ee of war, and inſtruments of his chariots. He 
will have military officers higher and lower, and will ſet them 
. e corn when they ſbould be in their own 
"fields, and ſet them all to hard labour of one kind or another. 
13 And he will take your daughters [to be] confectionaries, 
and [to he] cooks, and [to be] bakers; employ them in 
ſervile work without any wages, or only ſuch as he pleaſes, 
and in places where they will be likely to be enſngred and 


14 corrupted. And he will take your fields, and your 
vineyards, and your oliveyards, [even] the beſt [of 
them,] and give [them] to his ſervants; 1 — 

| | ates 


S had not ſenſe enough to aſk for a wiſe and good king, 
but one life the nations about them, who were all arbitrary prin- 
ces, and ſuch a one they ſhould have. 
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eſtates by force, and give them to his hungry courtiers and 

15 new dl And he will take the tenth of your ſeed, 

and of your vineyards, and give it as 4 ſalary to his 

officers, _—_ his ſervants. "This «vas a heavy burden, as 

a tenth alſo was given by the law of God to the Levites. 

16 And 2 — your men- ſervants, and your maid- 

oodlieſt young men, and your 

aſſes, ang) put —_— — to his work, whatever became of 

17 their own, and however that was negleBRed. He will take 

the - tenth of your ſheep: and ye ſhall be his ſer- 
vants; you ſhall loſe the liberty and privilege of free-born 

Iſraelites, and live in a ſervile and flaviſh condition. As 


they would be hike the nations in grandeur, ſp they grout be 


like them in miſery; and all this was fi for they had 

18 many bad kings in Judah, and not one good one in Iſrael. And 

ye ſhall cry out in that day — of your King which 
ye ſhall have choſen you; and the Lonp will not hear 
you in that day, but juſtly leave you under the heavy yoke 

pe have choſen for 8 

19 Nevertheleſs the p ſed to the voice of 
Samuel; and they 2 but we will have a king 
over us; they cared no how Samuel himſelf reſented i” 
they would have a king, be the conſequence what it would, 

20 That we alſo —— be like all the nations; and that our 

— may us, and go out before us, and fight our 

"ak * At — battles under Samuel and the 


with ſucceſs; but now they caſt 
21 off fr jd care. * Samuel heard all the words of the 
people, and he rehearſed them in the ears of the Logo. 
"The Lord knew all this, but Samuel did it for his own vin- 
22 dication, and as @ foundation for his prayers. And the 
Load faid to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and 
make them a king. And Samuel faid unto the men of 
Iſrael, Go ye every man unto his city, God ui give you 
a king in his own time. Indeed it appears from 
Moſes that Cod intended to give them a king, and had they 
swarted à little longer they would have had à good one ; but 
now he left them to their own hearts luſts, and they ſuffered 


acut h fer it. See Hos, Xiii. 10, 11. 
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7 REF WET TÞON-S. © 
1. J ET us reflect, with ſorrow, on the degeneracy of the 
children of good and uſeful men. Samuel had been 

employed ta deliver a threatening meſſage to Eli, and had 
ſieen the ealamities of his family; and we might conclude from 
hence, as well as from the temper he expreſſes, that he 
took good care in the education of his own children. He 
no doubt prayed with them and for them, and ſet them a 
good example; but they did not follow it, they forſook 
the good way; power and authority ſpoiled them. Bein 
too ſoon their own maſters, and having the overſight — 
others, corrupted their morals. Inſtances of this melan- 
choly nature we often ſee or hear of. Samuel's ſons per- 
haps: behaved well, or elſe they had never been made 
judges. Thus many children, who begin well, and who 
promiſe fair, when they get abroad from under the eyes of 
their parents, become vicious, and the companions of fools. 
Preferment and power have ſpoiled multitudes, who in in- 
ferior ſtations; might have kept their integrity. Parents 
ſhould learn from hence, to keep a watchful eye over their 
children; eſpecially in that dangerous time of life, when 
they are ſetting out in the world. They ſnould not enter- 
tain too ſanguine hopes of them; but follow them with their 
inſtructions and prayers wherever they go. 

2. Let not good magiſtrates and miniſters wonder that 
| treated ill, or even rejected and affronted ; ſince 
God himſelf often is ſo. God tells Samuel he muſt not 
think it ſtrange and hard that he was rejected, for Jehovah 
himſelf was fo; this was a reaſon why he ſhould bear ſuch 
ingratitude and obſtipacy patiently... God bears wonderfully 
with ſuch provocations, therefore we: can have no reaſon to 
complain. Rather let us commit our cauſe to him, who (as 
appears from the inſtance before us) intereſts himſelf in 
the indignation offered to his ſervants and prophets; and 
will repay their labours of love, -tho* men ſhould reject 
them ever ſo much, and treat them ever ſo ill. 
3. God deſires not the miſery of his creatures, hut would 


have them to be comfortable and happy. He was * 
: et 
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let this people know the power of à king, before he would 
change their form of government. Thus he deals with 


ſinners; before he gives them up to their own hearts? luſts, 


he gives them fair warning what will be the iſſue of their 
defires and purſuits, he /ets life and death before them ; he lets 
them know the worſt, ſo that if finners periſh, they have 
none to blame but themſelves. This deſerves thankfully to 


be owned, as an inftance of divine compaſſion and mercy; 


and it ſhould deter ſinners from purſuing evil ways, and 
lead them to repentance. _ - - | | 3.4 
4. See the great miſery of an arbitrary and tyrannical go- 
vernment. We have reaſon to be thankful that our's is not 
ſuch. © This is the way of heathen kings; this is the way of 
| ſome who are called chriſtian kings; they invade the liberty 
and property of their ſubjects, and make ſport with their 
lives. What a wretched land muſt ſuch an one be! Let us 
bleſs God for our liberty and ſafety; that our properties 
are ſecure; that our children are not torn from us by vio- 
lence; that we can eat of the Jabour of our hands, none 
making us afraid. This is owing to the care and goodneſs 
of God to us. Let us be thankful: for our freedom as 
Britons ; fer our good conſtitution; for wiſe and righteous 
princes. The lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and we 
have a goodly heritage. | 
5. See the great folly of an obſtinate, untractable ſpirit. 
They would have a king at all adyentures, tho* they knew 
what fort of a one he would be; they would indulge their 
pride, at the expenſe of their liberty, Strange infatuation and 
ſtupidity! They knew not when they were well; were not 
ſenſible of their happineſs; and forgot all the miracles. that 
had been wrought them. They would have a king, 
with all the pomp and grandeur of an eaſtern 3 5 
imagining this would be a greater honour to them than a 
theocracy. .. This is the caſe with finners, they will not have 
this man to reign over them. They chooſe the world and the 
fleſh for their an. tho? they are hard maſters; their 
government is terrible, and their wages is death. They 
chooſe without thought and reflection, and fo, as in the in- 
{tance before us, their ſudden reſolves and haſty concluſions 
made work for long and; bitter _ repentance. . Let nut fin 
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1. J ET us reflect, with ſorrow, on the degeneracy of the 
children of good and uſeful men. Samuel had been 
employed ta deliver a threatening meſſage to Eli, and had 
ſeen the ealamities of his family; and we might conclude from 
hence, as well as from the temper he expreſſes, that he 
took good care in the education of his own children. He 
no doubt prayed with them and for them, and ſet them a 
good example; but they did not follow it, they forſook 
the good way; power and authority ſpoiled them. 2 
too ſoon their own maſters, and having the overſight o 
others, corrupted their morals. Inſtances of this melan- 
choly nature we often ſee or hear of. Samuel's ſons per- 
haps- behaved well, or elſe they had never been made 
judges. Thus many children, who begin well, and who 
promiſe fair, when they get abroad from under the eyes of 


their parents, become vicious, and the companions of fools. 
Preferment and power have ſpoiled multitudes, who in in- 


ferior ſtations might have kept their integrity. Parents 
ſhould learn from hence, to keep a watchful eye over their 
children; eſpecially in that dangerous time of life, when 
they are ſetting out in the world. They ſnould not enter- 
tain too ſanguine hopes of them; but follow them with their 
inſtructions and prayers wherever they go. 

2. Let not good magiſtrates and miniſters wonder that 
they are treated ill, or even rejected and affronted ; fince 
God himſelf often is ſo. God tells Samuel he muſt not 
think it ſtrange and hard that he was rejected, for Jehovah 
himſelf was fo; this was a : reaſon why he ſhould bear ſuch 


ingratitude and obſtivaey patiently.,, God bears wonderfully 
with ſuch provocations, therefore we: can have no reaſon to 


complain. Rather let us commit our cauſe to him, who (as 


appears from the inſtance before us) intereſts himſelf in 


the indignation offered to his ſervants and prophets; and 


will repay their labours of love, tho men ſhould reject 
them ever ſo much, and treat them ever ſo ill. 


3. God deſires not the miſery of his creatures, hut would 
have them to be comfortable and happy. He was 2 
| et 
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let this people know the power of a king, before he would 


change their form of government. Thus he deals with 


ſinners; before he gives them up to their own hearts” luſts, 


he gives them fair warning what will be the iſſue of their 


defires and purſuits, he /ets life and death before them ; he lets 


them know the worſt, ſo that if ſinners periſh, they have 


none to blame but themſelves. This deſerves thankfully to 
be owned, as an inftance of divine compaſſion and mercy; - 


and it ſhould deter ſinners from purſuing evil ways, and 
lead them to repentance.  - | - 
4. See the great miſery of an arbitrary and tyrannical go- 
vernment. We have reaſon to be thankful that our's is not 
ſuch, This is the way of heathen kings; this is the way of 
ſome who are called chriſtian kings; they invade the libert 
and property of their ſubjects, and make ſport with their 


lives. What a wretched land muſt ſuch an one be! Let us 


bleſs God for our liberty and ſafety; that our properties 
are ſecure; that our children are not torn from us by vio- 
lence; that we can eat of the labour of our hands, none 
making us afraid. This is owing to the care and goodneſs 
of God to us. Let us be thankful: for our freedom as 
Britons ; fer our good conſtitution; for wiſe and righteous 


The lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and we 


have a goodly heritage. | 
5. See the great folly of an obſtinate, untractable ſpirit. 
They would have a king at all adventures, tho' they knew 
what ſort of a one he would be; they would indulge their 
ride, at the expenſe of their liberty, Strange infatuation and 
Pupidity ! They knew not when they were well; were not 
ſenſible of their happineſs; and forgot all the miracles that 
had been wrought for them. They would have a king, 
with all the pomp and grandeur of an eaſtern W 
imagining this would be a greater honour to them than a 
theocracy. This is the caſe with finners, they will not have 
this man to reign over them. They chooſe the world and the 
fleſh for their Re tho? they are hard maſters; their 
government is terrible, and their wages is death. They 
chooſe without thought and reflection, and fo, as in the in- 
ſtance before us, their ſudden reſolves and haſty concluſions 
made work for long and; bitter repentance. Let not fin 
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44 AE SAMUEL IX. 
reign in our mortal bodies, that we ſhould obey it in the lufts 


thereof. 

6. How fooliſh and miſerable muſt they be, who imitate 
bad examples becauſe they are numerous! The Iſraelites 
would have a king like other nations: they would not 
be fingular and differ from them, tho' their ſingularity 
was their glory. Thus men follow à multitude to do evil; 
tho? there is no readier way to fin and ruin, than _ 
ſo, and chooſing that which is the way of the world. Thoſe 
that ſhare in their fins, muſt ſhare in their plagues. May 
we guard againſt a diſpoſition ſa fatal, and yet ſo com- 
mon. Let us dare to be ſingularly pious, and ſteady 
in our adherence to God, tho* all men ſbuuid forſake him. Let 
this be the determinate reſolution of each of us, let others 
r= as for me and my hauſe, wwe will ſerve the 


8 CHAP. IX. 
Me are now entering on the hiſtory of Saul. We have in this 
chapter an account of his family, and the circumſtances that 
- brought him to Samuel; alſo of what paſſed betweln them, 
and Samuel's intimation of the divine will to Saul. 


1 JT OW there was a man of Benjamin, whoſe name 
| [was] Kiſh, the ſon of Abiel, the ſon of Zeror, 
the ſon of Bechorath, the ſon of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a 
mighty man of power, of great courage andfirength, rather 
tan ſubſtance, tho the tribe of Benjamin had a very con- 
Aderable inheritance, the whole being divided between fix 
2 hundred men. And he had a ſon whoſe name [was] Sauk, 
+© choice young man, and a goodly : and there was] 
not among the children of Iſrael a goodlier perſon than 
he: from his ſhoulders and upward ſhe was] higher 
than any of the e, a very perſonable, tall, and 
3 handſome man. And the aſſes of Kiſh Saul's father = 
1 Heathen writers cel kings for thoſe qualitits. The 
Lacedemonjans fined one of their kings for marrying a woman 
of Jow ſtatore, left they mould not have kings but only kinglings 
ao peign over them, 
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loſt. And Kiſh faid to Saul his fon, Take now one of 
the ſervants. with - thee, and ariſe, go ſeek the aſſes , 
probably Saul had the care of them; they were valuable 
creatures, and a conſiderable part of their ſubſtance, Kings 
4 and great men uſed to ride upon them, And he paſſed 
through mount Ephraim, and paſſed through the land 
of Shaliſha, but they found [them] not: then they paſſ- 
ed through the land of Shalim, and [there they were] 
not; and he paſſed through the land of the Benjamites, 
5 but they found [them] not. [ And] when they were come 
to the land of Zuph, the country where Ramah lay, Saul 
faid to his ſervant that [was] with him, Come, and let 
return; leſt my father leave {caring] for the aſſes, 2 
take thought for us, id wwe ſhould be lojt, or ſome evil 
6 have befallen us. And he, that is, the ſervant, ſaid unto 
him, Behold now, ¶ there is] in this city a man of God, 
and [he is] an honourable man; all that he faith cometh 
ſurely to paſs: now let us go thither; perad venture he 
can us our that.we ſhould go. The ſervant had 
only heard all this by common fame; he knew nothing of 
7 Samuel himſelf, and therefore propoſes to go to him." Then 
ſaid Saul to his ſervant, but, behold, fin we go, what 
ſhall we bring the man? for the bread is ſpent in our 
. - veſſels, and [there is] not a preſent to bring to the man 
8 of God: what have we? And the fervant anſwered 
Saul again, and ſaid, Behold, I have here at hand the 
fourth part of a ſhekel of ſilver, -about ſevenpence half. 
penny of our money; | that] will J give to the man of 
9 God, to. tell us our way. (Beforetime in Iſrael when a 
man went to enquire of God, thus he ſpake, Come, 
and let us go to the ſeer: for [he thatis] W « 
10 Prophet, was beforetime called a Seer.) Then us 


* Some think it was « fign of a wicked mind to conſult a 
prophet on ſuch a- trifling buſineſs; but this is groundleſs, The 
prophets were indeed fer apart for weightier buſineſs ; but there 
are ſeveral "inſtances of their condeſcending to give advice in mat- 
ters of leſs importance; and one reaſon” ſeemy to be, that God 
was willing to keep his people from 3 wizards and 
idols, the of heathen; and further, by ſeeing the pro» 


et's words come true in leſſer inſtances, they would be engaged 
to believe him in greater and more important ones. 
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Saul to his ſervant, Well ſaid; Come, let us go. So 
they went unto the city where the man of God las. 
11 [And] as they went up the hill to the city, they foun 
young maidens going out to draw water, and ſaid unto 
- 12 them, Is the ſeer here? And they anſwered them, and 
ſaid He is; behold, ſhe is] before you: make haſte now, 
for he came to-day to the city; for { there is] a ſacrifice 
of the people to-day in the high place; probably ſomepeace 
offerings or thank offerings; after which there was a feaſt 
at the hill, where the tabernacle was, and on the altar that 
Samuel built, and if they made haſte they would meet with him 
13 before his ſacrifice began, As ſoon as ye be come into the 
City, ye ſhall ſtraightway find him, before he go up to 
© the high place to eat: for the people will not eat until 
be come, becauſe he doth bleſs the ſacrifice, ' that is, 
con ſecrate it to the ſervice of God by prayer and thankſ/- 
Fi; [and] afterwards they eat that be bidden. Now 
therefore get you up; for about this time ye ſhall find 
14 him before he goes up fo the high place. And they went 
up into the * [and] when they were come into the 
City, behold, Samuel came out againſt them, for to go 
up to the high place. n ce ir! 
15 Now the Lonp had told Samuel in his ear a day 
before Saul came, that is, 'had . it to him by the 
16 c and gentle influences of his ſpirit, ſaying, To-morrow 
e 4 out eh 9 a a man 3 of the land 
of Benjamin, and thou ſhalt anoint him ſto be] captain 
over my people Iſrael, that he may ſave my people out 
of the hand of the Philiſtines, who had now oppreſſed 
tem for forty years, and often made inroads them: 
for I have looked upon my people, becauſe their cry is 
come unto me, I kave heard their complaint concerning 
©" the oppreſſion of their enemies, and had compaſſion upon 
"4 25 17 them. And when Samuel ſaw Saul, the Lonp ſaid unto + 
dium, Behold the man whom 1 ſpake to thee of! this 
1 irbis has been ridiculed by ſome people, as if the prophet 
1 - was no better han à conjuror or fortune teller, who would not 
ö | Ad withour 4 feet But this" ariſes" from -ignorance, for it was 
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then, and ſtill is cuſtomary in the eaſt, never to approach their 
f jet, or any perſon of eminence, without ſome offer - 


- prince, or prieſt, 
ing. 'See the caſe of Saul in c<. x. 27. 


„5 
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.: ame ſhall, reign over my people, or, as the Hebrew 
i nißet, reſtrain my people with abſolute power, as other 
18 kings do. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, 
Juſt as he was coming out of the city,.. without any attend- 
anti, or enſigns of honour, juſt like, a.common.per/an; and 
Faul ſaid, Tell me, I pray thee, , where the ſeer's houſe 
19 es! And Samuel anſwered Saul, and ſaid, I Cam] the 
fer: go up before me unto the high place; for ye 
hall eat with me to- day, and to-morrow I will let thee 
go, and will tell thee all that [is] in thine heart; 
Saul muſt firſt go with him to ſacrifice, and feaſt on the 
20 remainder: And that he mighit ga chearfully and have his 
mind at cafe, le adds, as for thine aſſes that were loſt 
three days ago, ſet not thy mind on them; for they 
are found. And on whom 10 all the deſire of Iſtael? 
Ils it}. not on ches, and on all thy father's houſe? 4, 
Ifael defered a king, and none. ſeemed fitter for it than 
21 2 And Saul anſwered with à degl of nadeſorand 
.... Taid, LA not I a Benjamite, of the ſmalleſt of the 
... tribes of Iſrael? and my family the. leaſt of all the fa- 
milies of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then ſpeakeſt 
thou ſo to me? Perhaps he thought Samuel was only in 
22 jeſt. And Samuel, took... Saul and his, ſervant, and 
brought them into the parldur;” and made them fit in 
the chiefeſt place among them that were bidden, which 
l ere] about thirty perſons. I ſeems that Samuel, know- 
ing of Saul s coming, had prepared this feaſt to. entertain 
lum on the occaſion; and to ſhow that he did not envy Saul, 
ue put him in the moſt honourable place at the table; among 
. | the principal perſons of the.city,, and, alſo honoured the ſer- 
23. vant for the maſter's ſake. 1, And! as it was . cuſtomary to 
» | have a meſs. for every gueſt, Samue! ſaid unto the cook, 
Bring the portion which I gave thee, of which I ſaid 
24 unto thee, Set it by thee. And the cook took up the 
. ſhoulder, and [that] which [was] upon it, ſamathing %s 
render it more. agrecable, as à token 2 reſpeci, and ſet 
[it] before Saul. And Samuel] ſaid, Behold that 
which is left, or reſerved for thee by my appointment] ſet 
1 [it] before thee, | and] eat: for unto this time hath it 
deen kept for thee fince I ſaid, IJ have invited the peo- _ 
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le. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day, and he 
— perceive by this intimation of Samuel that what he 
was by divine direttion. It ſeems the feaſt was kept in 
— building near the tabernacle. 
15 And when they were come down from the high place 
into the city, [Samuel] communed with Saul upon the 
top of the houſe, of hit own houſe, here Samuel would 
| tell him of his own willingneſs to reſi 27 
26 his future advancement. And they aroſe Ne 
came to paſs about the ſpring of the day, that Nawe 
called Saul to the top of the houſe, ſaying, Up, that! 
tray ſend thee away. And after Samuel had given him 
ſome further advice, Saul aroſe, and * out 
27 both of them, he and Samuel, abroad ered, as they 
were going down to the end of thecity, uel ſaid to 
Saul, Bid the ſervant A ee (and he paſſed 
on,) but ſtand thou ſtil} a while, that I may ſhow thee 
the word of God, and that what do is by divine direc- 
tion. | But he did this privately, that the people might not 
think it war @ contrivante between Saul and Samuel, or | 
ay # was Samuel choite, and nos God's. 


REFLECTIONS. 


FIR ſhall have but little good to learn from the 
character of Saul, we muſt make the beſt of it. And 
1. Let young people learn to be diligent, dutiful, and 
tender of the reputation of their parents. The family 
of Saul, tho“ in ſome reſſ mean, were wealthy; yet 
this choice yourig man was brought up to be diligent. © He 
was willing to go after his father's beafts that were loſt, and 
was unwi to ſtay longer than was neceſſary, leſt he 
ſhould grieve him. All young 1 mould defire to be 
employed, and ſhould conſult their parents” intereſt; be 
willing to ſubmit to what may ſeem a 1 office, if it be 
for their advantage; and do nothing that will grieve or 
make them uneaſy, as too many children do, when they 
run out without their knowledge or ay nd the time 
allowed 1 it is very ungrateful » and what no dutiful children 


mill do. 
2. Learn 
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2. Learn from the example of Saul, to take advice, even 
from inferiors. He payed a regard to what his ſervant 
ſaid, becauſe it carried reaſon with it. He did not bid him 
hold his tongue, and aſk, Who made him a counſellor? 
Wiſdom — piety do not always go by rank and fortune. 
Servants may ſee further than their maſters; and as their 
advice ſhould be given with reſpe& and deference, it 
ſhould be received without any haughty airs; eſpecially 
when their advice is ſuch as will be of ſervice to our beſt 
intereſt, . 25; 

3. Let us learn, from the example of Samuel, how 
reaſonable and proper it is to bleſs our meat before we eat 
it. The maidens told Saul it was Samuels conſtant cuſtom 
to bleſs the ſacrifice, that is, not my to pray over it while 
it was actually offering, but to bleſs that part of it which 
was to be eaten; and the people had ſo much piety. that 
they would not eat till he came to perform. the ſacred office. 
This is a reaſonable duty, and we ſhould do it as prieſts 
and prophets in our own houſes ; thoꝰ ĩt is peculiarly, decent 
for God's miniſtering ſervants to do it when they are pre- 
ſent. But let none negle& it, nor perform- it in a few 
haſty, muttering words, which have no meaning, and in 
which thoſe who are preſent cannot join. God may juſtly 
withhold his bleſſing, when we have not the grace to aſk 
for it; and better not aſk it at all, than do it in a trifling 
or profane manner. Every creature of God 1s good, if it be 
received with thankſgiving. 

4. There is ſomething very graceful in the manner in 
which Samuel treated Saul, and reſigned the government to 
him, and it gives us an high idea of the character of this 
great and good man. Inſtead of envying Saul, and look- | 
ing churliſhly upon him, he made a feaſt; honoured him 
with a chief place; ordered him a choice morſel, and told 
him the news of his preferment. Truly good men never 
envy thoſe whom God raiſes above them. They are not 
ambitious of honour; and are willing to lay it down when 
God pleaſes. - Thoſe make an idol of honour, who grudge 
the promotion of others. John rejoiced concerning Chritt, 
ſaying, He fhall increaſe, but L Hall decreaſe. | 
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CHAP. X. 


0 28 Samuel anoints and inſtrutts Saul, and gives 
_ kim three figns; the figns are accompliſhed; and Saul is 
N 

HEN Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured 
| * upon his head,” and ke kiſſed him, in token 
hi ee erect 

2. un Jalm ii. 12.) and faid, [Is it] not be- 

the Loxd 2 anointed thee [to be) captain over 
his mheritance? 0 be a commander in war, 4 deliverer 
and protector of his inheritance? and in token that this was 
2 done by divine — he gave him three figns, When 
thou art departed — me to- day, then thou ſhalt find 
two 85 U yer ſepulchre in the border 2 
Lak, roy _ will ſay unto thee,” The 
which thou wenteſt to ſeek are found: and, lo, thy | 
father hath left the care of the aſſes, and ſorroweth for 
3 you, ſaying, What ſhall I do for my fon? Then ſhalt 
thou go on forward from thence, and thou ſhalt come 
to the plain of Tabor, and there ſhall meet thee three 


men going up to God to Beth- el,“ one three 
kids, and cher . * of and 
| 4 another carrying wine: And they will ſalute 


thee, and give thee two [loaves] of bread ; which thou 
ſhalt receive of their ona it would confirm kis aith 
in the 1 ny he found himſelf thus 
honoured even , doing him homape as if t 
5 had already R pre egr Frg Ae thar 4 
ſhalt come to the hill of God, where [is] the * ro 
dhe Phuliftines :* and jt ſhall come to paſs, when thou 


art 


= This was a very antient rite, as appears from otham's para- 

ble two hundred years before, when the tees went — to anoint 

a king. I was a Gyn that God would pour oat upon him ſome 

extraordinary meaſure of his ſpirit. 

7 Wong ne Srger vent agar 8 r 

peared to him. The tabernacle and the being ſepara 

were now uſed to ſacrifice in high places. * 
* This was probably Gibeah, i. . n 

people uſed to. come on ſolemn occaſions to * 

w 


PT 


I. SAMUEL. X. 51 


art come thither to the city, that thou ſhalt meet a 
company of prophets coming down from the high place, 
where they have been to ſacrifice, with a pſaltery, and a 
tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before them; and they 

6 _ propheſy: ” And the Spirit of the Log will 
"48 and thou ſhalt propheſy with them, 

pew t be turned into another man. This was the 
higheſt — moſt convincing aſſurance that he was choſen by 
Aae authority, he ſhould immediately be affiſted to com- 
poſe hymns to the honour of God, or join in their pſalms 
and meledy, which he had never learnt , and be quite an- 
other man, have a ſpirit of extraordinary 
7 conrage, and other qualities fit for a * to poſſeſs. And 


let it be, when theſe ſigns are come unto thee, that! 


thou do as occaſion ſerve thee; for God ſis] with 
thee; fear not 10 undertake any ſervice for the gaod of 
Iſrael, for God will be with thee, and give ſucceſs againſt 
8 all its enemies. And thou ſhalt go down before me to 
' Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to 
offer burnt offerings, ſand] to facrifice ſacrifices of 
peace offerings: ſeven days ſhalt thou tarry, till I come 

to thee, and thee what thou ſhalt do. 
9 And it was ſo, ] that when he had turned his back 
to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and 


all thoſe figns came to paſs that day; he had no longer 


the heart of an huſbandman, but of a general or prince; 
and thinks of nothing but 4 Aging the Philiſtines and de- 
livering 


where there was a college or 8 for the inſtruction of youth 
— the "or gone of God's law, and to train them up in the 


Os P ee ſometimes fi „ not only foretelling fature 
events, but pronouncing in a TFT and edlyi mannef about 
divine truths, and preaching to the ere it ſignifies 
praiſing God with inſtruments of muſick 2 linging. See 1 Chron. 


XXV. 
1 Gilgal was a famous place near 2 and the twelve Ronesz 
Some ſuppoſe that he was to ſacrifice there ſeyen days; others 
heat this refers to what happened near two rs after, — 
2. I rather think it was a ſanding rule whic Samuel 
him, that in all difficult caſes he Qhould go to Gilgal, and lend 
for Samuel, who would meet bim there, to conſult. with kim, and 
alk counſel of God; but that he ſhould wait ſeven days; to try 
Saul's faith and obedience, and to- curb his raſh and hafty ſpirit. 


and 


2 3 ont. Xx . 
1 livering Iſrael, A ſpirit of wiſdom and courage came upaw - 


iÞ im, which afterwards for his fins was taken away. 
ae” 10 And when they came thither to the hill, behold a com- 
| h poany of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came 


upon him, and he propheſied among them, he ſung the 
praiſes of God, and ſpoke of divine things beyond his natural 
F 11 ability, And it came to paſs, when all that knew him 
g } EP, + . beforetime ſaw that, behold, he propheſied among the 
3 75 b prophets, then the people ſaid one to another, What 
Lis] this [that] is come unto the ſon of Kiſh? I is 
Arange to ſee him employed in a way quite different from 
his education and former courſe of life. [Is] Saul alſo 
12 among the prophets? And one of the ſame place anſwer- 
ed and faid, But who [is] their father? 1s it not God 
who makes prophets, and who can beſtow his gifts on 
any one? Therefore it became a proverb, when any 
man ated beyond expectation, Is] Saul alſo among the 
13. prophets ? And when he had made an end of prophe- 
ſying, he came to the high place. This gift was only for 
a ſhort time, and he then went to the high place to thank 
God for the honour done him, and to pro for wiſdom to 
14 manage his truſt faithfully. - And SauPs uncle ſaid unto 
him and to his ſervant, Whither went ye? And he ſaid, 
To ſeek the aſſes: and when we ſaw that [they were] 
25 nowhere, we. came to Samuel. And Saul's uncle ſaid, 
16 Tell. me, I pray thee, what Samuel ſaid unto you. And 
_ Saul faid unto his uncle, He told us plainly that the aſſes 
were found. But of the matter of the kingdom, where- 
of Samuel ſpake, he told him not, left he ſhould ſeem to 
have been ſceking the crown, or they ſhould envy him; and 
eſpecially as Samuel thought fit to keep it a ſecret hitherto, 
17 And Samuel called the people together unto the 
© Lonp to Mizpeh, the elders and heads of tribes, to com- 
memorate God's former favours to them at the pillar called 
18 Ebenezer; (ch. vii. 5.) And faid unto the children of 
Irael, Thus faith the Loxy God of Iſrael, I brought 
up lfrael out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
19 kingdoms, [and] of them that oppreſſed you: And ye 
© have this day rejected your God, who himſelf ſaved you 
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. * ut 
#3 8 + — ww. = Y „ 0 . 0 


7 — — it ton 


20 


22 


23 


24 


I. SAMUEL. X. 53 


out of all your adverſities and your tribulations; and 


ye have ſaid unto him, [ Nay, ] but ſet a king over us. 
Now therefore preſent yourſelves before the Lord by 
your tribes, and by your thouſands. He reminds them 
of their folly and fin in rejetling God, who had raiſed them 
up judges and deliverers; and knowing their diſpoſition to 
ſuſpett intrigue, or not to ſubmit to his choice, he direcis 
that lots ſhould be eaſt to know whom God had choſen , he 
therefore calls them by their tribes and their thouſands, 
every tribe being divided into a thouſand, as our counties 
are into hundreds. And when Samuel had cauſed all the 
tribes of Iſrael to come near to the place where the lot was 
drawn, in the preſence of their elders and heads, the tribe 
of Benjamin was taken, When he had cauſed the tribe 
of Benjamin to come near by their families, the family 
of Matri was taken, and Saul the fon of Kiſh was 
taken:* and when they ſought him, he could not be 
found; he abſented himſelf either becauſe he thought he 


was unfit, or to eſcape the envy of his neighbours ; and 


confidering the preſen; perilous ſtate of Iſrael under the 
oppreſſion of the Philiſtines. Therefore they enquired of 
the Loxp further, if the man ſhould yet come thither, 
Probably by the high prieſt and the ephod. And the Lord 
anſwered, Behold, fe hath hid himſelf among the tuff, 
the baggage or furniture of the tent. And they ran and 
fetched him thence: and when he ſtood among the peo- 
ple, he was higher than any of the people from his 
ſhoulders and upward. And Samuel ſaid to all the 
people, See ye him whom the Loxp hath choſen, that 
[there is] none like him among all the people? here is 
fuch a one as you wiſhed for; let your own eyes be judges, is 
he not a brave man, who hath majeſty and grandeur in his 


- * countenance and ſtature ? And all the people ſhouted, and 


94 


ſaid, Jod fave the king, or, as in the Hebrew, Let the 
king live, let him have à long and proſperous reign. Then 
Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, 
e wrote ſit] in a a book 2 laid [it] up before the 

Log. 


The be was caſt four times; 1 for the tribe of Benjamin, 


Second ſor the family of Matri, third for the houſehold of Kiſh, 
and fourth for Saul. 


I 


£4 IL SAMUEL, Xx. 


Lorp. And Samuel ſent all the people away, every 
man to his houſe. He explained the duties of a king and his 
efts; particularly, what was in the law of Moſes upon 

. 1 and probably added other 3 — 

26 And Saul alſo went home to Gibeah, and lived pri- 
vately there till God fbould call him to take upon him the 
publick adminiſtration of affairs; and there went with him 
a band of men, whoſe hearts God had touched; ſome 

faut, valiant men, whom God inclined to follow him as his 

27 Ife. guard. But the children of Belial, ſome letud, pro- 
= fellows, who hated all * nt, and perhaps 8 
of ſome great family who deſpiſed the meanneſs of Saul*s 
2 ſaid, How | 3 ſave us? And they 
deſpiſed him, and brought him no preſents, as was 
cuſtomary to the king, eſpecially at his acceſſion, and in token 
of their ſubjeftion and joy. But he held his peace, or, he 
was as though he had been deaf. This was the effeft of the 
ſpirit of prudence which was given him; it would have been 
very impolitick to have begun this reign with an att of 


— 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. S this is the firſt account of the prophets and their 

A companies, we may here reflect upon the wiſdom 
of God in appointing this order of men, and theſe ſeminaries 
for their inſtruction. We read of ſeveral colleges: Bethel, 
Jericho, Gibeah, and Naioth in Ramah, of which Samuel 
was 


| t, and probably founded them. The prieſts 
and Levites were appointed to teach the law, and to judge 
and decide in controverſies; but as a great part of their 
time was taken up about the tabernacle, and as they were 
perhaps ready to lay too a ſtreſs on thoſe rituals in 
which they were concerned; therefore prophets were ordain- 
ed to be a check upon the prieſts, and to be guardians of 
the ſpiritual or moral part of the Jaw; as the prieſts were 
of the ceremonial. Frophets were trained up, by a long 
courſe of ſtudy, temperance and diſcipline, to be preachers 
of righteouſneſs; and to receive upon extraordinary occa- 


nary 
ſons the inſpiration of the ſpirit. God generally choſe pro- 
, - \ 7 P 
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phets out of ſuch as were educated in theſe colleges. The 
preſidents were called fathers or maſters. Here, it is 
generally thought, they ſtudied not only the law, but muſic, 
arithmetic, aſtronomy, and other ſciences that qualified 
them the better for ſervice of God, and the 1 

of the le. This was a very wiſe inſtitution; let us be 
thankful that we have ſuch among us; and pray for the 
ſchools of the prophets, that from theſe fountains, ſuch 
ſtreams may iſſue forth, as ſhall make glad the city of our God. 

2. Tell when God raiſes up 2 any ſervice ſhall be 
qualified for 1t: Saul had another heart when he was 
anointed king. God proportions our abilities to the duties 
to which he calls us; we have therefore the higheſt reaſon 
to follow the leadings of his providence, and to truſt in 
_- at 3 then we ſhall find, that as our day is, ſo 
will our ſtrength be. 

3. — different treatment which Saul met with 
from his ſubjects, we may reflect upon the different manner 
in which men are affected towards our bleſſed Redeemer, 
God's anointed fon. Some pay him homage, bring him 
preſents, and yield their whole ſelves to him. It becomes us 
all to enquire, whether we are among the number of thoſe 
who are diſpoſed to reverence him; and are become his 
dutiful ſubjects. If we are, it is becauſe God hath touched 
our hearts, and let him have the praiſe. Others will not 
| have this man to reign over them; they deſpiſe him, diſtruſt 

his power, reject his authority. For a while Chriſt oy hold 
his they 


but he will not always do it; in the 

ſhall all be brought forth, and flain before him. Remember 
Chrift is God's anointed fon ; he has choſen him 222 
over us, and to reign for ever. Miß the ſon, therefore, left 
he be angry, and ye periſh from the way chen tus wrath is 
 kindled but a little. Pſalm ii. | | 


n CHAP. NE 7 

This chapter informs us of the extremity to which the inhabitants 
of Fabeſh were 4. of their deliverance by Saul, and the 
confirmation of him in the government, with the conſent of all 
the people. E 4. 


go, L. SAMUEL. XI, 9 2 
HEN Nahaſh the Ammonite came up, and en- 
| camped againſt Jabeſh-gilead:* and the men 
of Jabeſtvſaid unto Nahaſh, Make a covenant with us, 
and we will ſerve thee: they agree to be his ſubjefts and pay 
tribute, contrary to the command of God to make no covenant 
'2 with thoſe accurſed nations. And Nahaſh the Ammonite 
- anſwered them, On this [condition] will I make [a 
covenant] with you, that I may thruſt out all your right 
eyes, and lay it [for] a reproach upon all Iſrael; @ bar- 
- barous, reproackful condition, both to themſelves and to all 
3 Tfrael, only fit for ſlaves and cowards to comply with, And 
the elders of Jabeſn ſaid unto him, Give us ſeven days 
1 that we may ſend meſſengers unto all the coaſts 
of Krael: and then, if there be] no man to ſave us, we 
will come out to thee. They were afraid Saul could not or 
would not help them; but they were reſolved to try; and 


Nahaſp,- from a fooliſb de. in his rages, gave them 
time to do ſo. 


Then came the meſſengers to Gibeah of Saul, and 


told the tidings in the ears of the people: and all the 


- people lifted up their voices, and wept, out of compaſſion 
for their brethren, deſpair of their relief, and fear for them- 
felves, they were relations to them, for the Benjamites hag their 
5 wives from thence. And, behald, Saul came after the 
huerd out of the field ; and Saul ſaid, What [aileth] the 
people that they weep? And they told him the tidings 
of the men of Jabeſh. After his — (cl. x. 24.) he 
retired again to tus private capacity, till ſame fit ny 
offered it jelf for him to aſſume the throne and royal dignity; in 
the mean time the management of affairs was left to Samuel. 
6 And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard 
thoſe tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly. He 
found a ftrong impulſe on his mind, and great courage and 
. — to att like the ls of Feu. ends was angry at 


This city lay ueber Jordan, on the borders of the Am- 

monites. It had formerly been deſtroyed, Nee had but few inha- 
bitants. The Ammonites had proclaimed war again them before 
this, which was the reaſon why they deſired a king, ſee ch. xii. 12. 
Probably they had now. heard that ſome were dilaffected to Saul, 
and were in hopes that Iſrael would not help them, thereforg 
they make an attack upon this place. 


75 


with one conſent; as the fight of the eyes affetts more than 


Nahaſb; at the mean ſpirit of the people of Jabeſb, and 
at Iſrael weeping. And he took a yoke of oxen, and 


hewed them in pieces, and ſent [them] throughout all 


the coaſts of Iſrael by the hands of meſſengers, ſaying, 


Whoſoever cometh not forth after Saul and after 


Samuel, ſo ſhall it be done unto his oxen. And the 
fear of the Logp fell on the people, and they came aut 


a bare report, he accompanied his threatenings with a part 
of the ox. He adds the name of Samuel, to engage thoſe to 
come who might not have regarded himſelf, and God was 
pleaſed to poſſeſs the hearts of the Tjraclites with a fear of 
offending him, ſo that they came after him. And when he 


numbered them in Bezek, the children of Iſrael were 


three hundred thouſand, and the men of Judah thirty 


thouſand. Perhaps Judah is mentioned fingly, to fhow 


9 


their readineſs to ſubmit to a king who was of a tribe much 
meaner than their own, or becauſe of their precedency in all 
affairs both civil and military. And they faid unto the 
meſſengers that came, whom they kept till they ſaw what 


©. ſucceſs they ſhould have, Thus ſhall ye ſay unto the men 


TO 


11 


12 


of Jabeſh-gilead, To- morrow by | that time] the ſun 
be hot, ye ſhall have help. And the meſſengers came 
and ſhowed [it] to the men of Jabeſh; and they were 
glad. Therefore the men of Jabeſh ſaid, To-morrow 
we will come out unto you, and ye ſhall do with us all 
that ſeemeth good unto you, if kelp does not come accord- 
ing to v. 3, the hopes of which they conceal, in order to make 
the Ammonites more ſecure. ' And it was [ſa] on the mor- 
row, that Saul put the people iri three companies ; and 
they came into the midſt of the hoſt in the morning 


watch, and flew-the Ammonites until the heat of the 
day, the 1fraelites on three fides, and the men of Fabeſb on 


the fourth, ſo that they were completely hemmed in: and it 


came to pals, that they which remained were ſcattered, 
ſo that two of them were not left together. They gained a 


complete victory, and thus God eftabliſhed Saul's authority. 

The inhabitants of FJabeſh-gilead remembered and requited 

this kindneſs long after, ch. xxxi. 11-—13. | 
And the people {aid unto Samuel, Who [is] he 5 


3 
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ſaid, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we 
may put them to death. Samuel attended the army to en- 

cmurage and animate the Hruclites; and the people who hd? 
| borne the contempt thrown upon Sau! without any — ware 

+ before, now, charmed with his valour and prudence, would 

13 have the offenders all put to death. And Saul, with great 
wiſdom and clemency, ld, There ſhall not a man be put 
to death this day, «we will not have a day of joy and 
triumph ſtained with ſeverity, or with an att that ſhall cauſe 
moo ning among the people; for to-day the Lon p, in great 
mercy, hath wrought ee in Ifrael, therefore let us 
imitate the divine and goodne/s. 

14 Then ſaid Samuel to the e, Come, and let us 
go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. Samuel /eized 
the opportunity to confirm Saul in the kingdom, and took the peo- 
ple to Gilgal, a place canvenient for the inhabitants on both 
Ales of Jordan, in order to renew the covenant between Saul 

and the people concerning the kingdom, and inſtall him publickly 
35 and ſolemnly into it. And all the went to Gilgal; and 
there they made Saul — wc the Lond in Gilpal; 
and there they ſacrificed facrifices of peace offerings be- 
fore the Lon, owned and accepted him for their king by 
general conſent, and anointed him publickly, which was done 
only privately before, and performed all other ſolemnities re- 
gute for his inauguration; and there Saul and all the 
men of Iſrael y, gave God thanks for their 
vitory, and the ſettlement of the kingdom. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E have in Saul, an example of a good magiſ- 

trate and ruler. He was diligent in his own 

Orme ne eee 

„ in inſtance, courage and reſolution, attempered 
with much mildneſs. How happy is it when theſe 

How well would it have been for himſelf 

n but alas! we ſhall 
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The fear of God fell on them, and that induced them to 
obey the king's ſummons, 9 their brethren, and come 
immediately y their relief. Religion makes men good © 
ſubjects, good ſoldiers, and true — to their country. 
Let us cultivate this principle in ourſelves, and teach it to 
our children if * them to be publick bleſſings; and if 
we wiſh them to lead quiet and peaceable lives, we muſt teach 
them to love the brotherhood, fear God, and honour the king. 
3: We ſee here, how fi N of mankind is, 

what little dependance is to be placed on their applauſe, and 
how little we ſhould be affected by their contempt. Many 
deſpiſed Saul, and many of thoſe who adhered to him ſaw 
him my iſed vithout reſenting it. But great ſueceſs made 

terations in the affections of the people; no ſooner 
— than every one was for Saul, and againſt 
his enemiess every onewas the fiendaf him whe prolpered 
in his way. This inſtance, and many others in the holy 
ſcriptures, teach us to ceaſe from man, 1 
ſtreſs on the enjoyment or want of for it 
is eaſily and as eaſily loſt. ä 
to ſecure the honour which cometh from God, for his loving 
kindneſs is better than life. | 


CH AP. XII. 

The cloſe of the 55K chapter left the aſſembly of the lates at Gil. 
gal; Saul was made king by univerſal conſent, Here Samuel 
reſigns the government, and attempts to make the people peni- 
tent and 4. on he appeals to them concerning the equity. of 
his adminiftration, and ſets before them their ingratitude ; his 

exhortations are enforced by a remarkable ſign; and they are 


2 to hope in God's mercy if they are not rebellious. 
ND Samuel faid unto all Iſrael, Behold, I have 
hearkened unto pens pt voice in all that ye ſaid 
unts me, and have king over you. The people 
were tranſported with joy at having a king; they flattered 
themſelves that God was plegſed with their requeſt, becauſe 
he had given them 8 king, „ 
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» - embraced tlus opportunity to convince them of their miſtake, 
and that this favourable circumſtance was not owing to their 
- 2 piety or politicks.” And now, behold, the king walketh 
before you, to rule and govern you: and I am old and 
greyheaded, and have chearfully reigned without envy or 
- diſcontent ; and, behold, my ſons [are] with you as pri- 
: avate perſons, reſponſible for any mal. adminiſtration: and I 
have walked before you from my childhood unto this 
day, diſcharged my place faithfully, as a Levite, a prophet, 
g and a judge. Behold, here I (am: ] witneſs againſt me 
before the Lozxp, and before his anointed, putting 
"+ honour upon Saul in making himſelf accountable to him: then 
:  - offering himſelf to be tried, and his whole adminiſtration 

examined, he deſires the people to ſpeak freely, without a 
© check or reſtraint: Whoſe ox have I taken? or whoſ 
 - aſs have I taken? or whom have I defrauded ? whom 
have I oppreſſed? or of whoſe hand have I received 
©.» [any] bribe to blind mine eyes therewith, that I ſhould 
not diſcern what was right and juſt; or diſſemble as if I did 
not ſee it? and I will reſtore it you, and make full ſatis- 
4 fadlian. And they ſaid, Thou haſt not defrauded us, 
nor 2 us, neither haſt thou taken aught of any 
man's hand; they acknowledge that he had been an upright 

doe, and had done nothing amiſs; they ought to have . 
Kae him for it. And he 70 unto Se The m_ 
[is] witneſs againſt you, and his anointed [is] witneſs 
_- . this day, that ye have not found * in my hand. 
And they anſwered, [He is] witneſs; hey bore this 


_ teſtimony an the preſence of God and the king. Thus he vin- 
"3 . _ dicated his own charafer and conduft; ſbotued them their 
1 _ » folly. in deſiring a king; gives 4 good example and a uſeful 
Wo | lein to Saul; and could more boldly reprove them when his 
= gown micence was thus publickly acknowledged. 


. 6 And Samuel faid unto the people, [It is] the Loxp 

| 1 that advanced Moſes and Aaron, and that brought 
| your fathers up out of the land of Egypt, hat ſet them 

| u part ef (the land, condutted them to. Fordan, appointed 

| bun 10 be. their leader, and promiſed them ſucceſs." He then 

# 97 es um à ſbort hiſtory.of God's mercy to them. . Now 
* cz" Fhereforeand ſtill, that I may reaſon with you * 


rn 
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the Lond of all the righteous acts of the Lonxp, which 
8 he did to you and to your fathers. When Jacob was 
come into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the 
Lon, then the Lorp fent Moſes and Aaron, which 
brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made 
9 them dwell in this place. And when they forgat the 
Loxp their God, he fold them into the hand of Siſera, 
captain of the hoſt of Hazor, and into the hand of the 
Philiftines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, and 
they fought againſt them; heir fin was the cauſe of all 
their calamities, and not any defect in the government of their 
10 judges. And they cried unto the Loxp, and ſaid, We 
have ſinned, becauſe we have forſaken the Lozp, and 
have ſerved Baalim and Aſhtaroth: but now deliver us 
out of the hand of our enemies, and we will ferve thee; 
furl were their prayers and promiſes when under afffittion. 
31 He then reminds them of their deliverance; And the Loxp 
ſent Jerubbaal, hat is, Gideon, and Bedan, probably this 
was Samſon, who was a man of Dan, and Jephthah, and 
Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of your ene- 
12 mies on every ſide, and ye dwelled ſafe. And when ye 
ſaw that Nahaſh the king of the children of Ammon 
came againſt you, ye ſaid unto me, Nay; but a king 
ſhall reign over us: when the LoxbD your God [was 
your king. They would not ſtay till God raiſed them up a 
judge, or a deliverer, ar till he commanded Samuel to fight, 
13 but would have a king. Now therefore behold the king 
whom ye have choſen, [and] whom ye have defired | 
14 and, behold, the Loxp hath ſet a king over you. If 
ye will fear the Lob, and ſerve him, and obey his 
voice, and not rebel againſt the commandment of the 
Lon, for you are ſtill on your good behaviour, then ſhall 
both ye and alſo the king that reigneth over you continue 
following the Loxp your God; who will be your leader, 
| guide, and proteftor, and you ſhall be ſafe and happy under 
his care; otherwiſe your enemies will ſtill oppreſs you, and 
25 your king will not be able to ſave you. But if ye will — 
| * gp) o 
r It was common to have two names, one of which was taken 


From the place they came from, or ſome other remarkable cis- 
cumſtance. 


4 
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obey the voice of the Lo, but rebel againſt the com- 
- mandment of the Loxp, then ſhall the hand of the 


1 ey 


done in the fight of the Lonb, in aſk 
God's power and knowleage, 


puniſh 
fac 
198 SoSamuel — e eee 
thunder and rain that day: y 
feared the Loan and Samuel; 0 feral af Gol foul? 
| indeed deſtroy them, and that Samuel would not intercede for 
his prayers. Andall the 
Samuel, Pray for thy ſervants unto 
Lozp thy God, that we die not, ft the fruits of the 


They were not ſenſible of this before, 
1 repentance and humble ac ledement of their guilt. 
20 And Samuel faid unto the people, Fear not: ye 
not aſide from 
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not for any merit in you, but all of God's free grace and mercy, 
| becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lonxp to make you his people. 
23 Moreover as for me, ho" I have been highly diſobliged, and 


ill requited, yet God forbid that I ſhould fin againſt 


the Loxp in ceaſing to pray for vou: but I will teach 
you the good and the right way, [twill pray for and direct 
24 you as long as T live, Only fear the Lozp, and ſerve him 
in truth with all your heart, wich diligent care and ſted- 
faſt reſolution, otherwiſe all my prayers and inſtruction will 
auſtwer no end: for conſider how great [things] he hath 
done for you, confider his great goodneſs in not rejectinę 
25 you, but ſetting a king over you. But if ye ſhall ill do 
wickedly, neither my prayers, nor Saul's courage, will 
be of any avail, for ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and 
your king. 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. E learn from hence, that it is our duty to be- 


have in ſuch a manner, as that we may be able 
to God and men for the integrity and unblameable- 


to appeal 


neſs of our conduct. This ſhould he the care of all, more 


eſpecially of thoſe in ſuperior ſtations, as magiſtrates, miniſ- 
ters and Let us herein exerciſe ourſelves, to keep a 
conſcience void of offence; and when we come to review life, 
we ſhall have comfort in ourſelves and the approbation of 
others. A good conſcience makes a man confident; he 
dares put himſelf upon trial, and all the world. 
To have the good word of our neighbours, that we have 
lived honeſtly and ſoberly in the world, will be our comfort 
under contempt and flights, which old people, when their 
days 'of ſervice are over, too often meet with. Let our 
whole conduct be ſo open, fair, and good, that we may be 
able at the cloſe of life to ſay, with the apoſtle, Ye are wit- 
neſſes, and God alſo is my witneſs, how unblameably I have 

walked among you. | 
2. It is a duty we owe to ourſelves, to our own comfort 
and uſefulneſs, to vindicate our reputation and W A 
good name. Samuel knew his own private failings, but 
was willing his publick conduct ſhould be cleared and vin- 
dicated, 


— _ — 
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dicated, and the teſtimony of Iſrael to it gained. This was 
very different from courting eſteem and begging 22 
As a good name is valuable, and better than great rich 

we ought to be ſolicitous about it, and endeavour to roll 
away every which may be thrown upon it, to re- 
move every ſuſpicion and en, and to finiſh ee 
with honour, as well as with joy. 

3. Let us not conclude any way to be right becauſe we 
proſper in it. The Iſraelites had a king given them at 
their requeſt ; but in that their wickedneſs was great, and 
their requeſt diſpleaſed God. If men increaſe their fortunes 
by indirect ways, by oppreſſion, fraud, ſmuggling, gaming, 
and the like, it is no argument that theſe things are lawful, 
or that God will connive at them. Providence may ſeem 
to ſmile upon practices which the law of God forbids. 


Therefore let us look well to the principles on which we 


act, and the ends we purſue; and fee to it that the means 
be upright and juſtifiable. God may grant our requeſt, but 
ſend along with it leanneſs and a blaſt. In his anger he 
may make the greateſt proſperity of fools to deſtroy them. 

4. The calamities we have paſſed thro* and the deliver- 
ances afforded us, ſhould be remembered by us to promote 
our humiliation and gratitude. If we recolle& what fins 
we have committed, what dangers we have been ſurrounded 
with, what deliverers have been raiſed up, we ſhall find 
that God has done great for us in anſwer to our 
prayers; that we have reaſon for humiliation on account of 
our ſins, which have expoſed us to God's diſpleaſure, and 
on account of our ſmall improvement of his favours; and 
ſor thankfulneſs for the kind appearances of providence for 
us; for God's prophets, who remind men of theſe things, 
and reaſon with them about them as reaſonable creatures, 
capable of thinkin vg, reflecting, and judging. Let us never 
forget the goodneis of God to us in theſe inftances,' -. 

5. "Tho? men ſhould diſoblige us and treat us ill, 9 
to do them all the good in our power, as Samuel did. 
ſhould abhor the thought of returning evil for evil, inal iof 
neglecting any method of doing good to thoſe by whom we 
have been neglected or lighted © To neglect prayer for 

the nem even of our enemies, and thoſe who deſpiſe 
Ei; us, 
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us, is a ſin againſt God. Good men are afraid of fins of 
omiſſion, aud chriſtians are under peculiar engagements to 
love-their enemies, to bleſs them that curſe tem, and 10 do good 
to them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute tem; and thus, not 
be overcome of evi, but overcome evil with good. 

6. We learn, that righteouſneſs — a nation; hut ſin is 
the reproach amy people. The: drift of Samuel's farewell ſer- 
mon was, to impreſs this upon the minds of the people; to 
engage them to ſerve God and obey his voice. Cet this 
be our care, as Britons, to obey the divine law, to manifeſt 
in aur 7m conduct, and to promote in others, publick 
virtue 3-46 farue ths Lord in truth: and righteouſneſs, This, in 
the natural courſe of things, ſecures proſperity, and ob- 
tains the hleſing of heaven. And if this be not our cha- 
racter, we cual 8. be conſumed; the wiſdom of our adminii- 
trations, the courage af aut princes and commanders, will 
all be vaini our goverament-will be a bleſſing to us, if we 
are obedient to God otherwiſe, our deftruQtion: will be 
inevitable. Thus Samuel echorted the Iſraelites, and it 
will be our duty and intereſt, to cultivate practical religion 


and ſerious gocllineſs, as the only way to ſecure the continu- 


ance of national bleſſings and the ſalvation of our own fouls. 
The Lord weil be unt you, . * Ves 
ennie ee eee Arn 
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CHAP. XLUL. 


» a1. W we heb the 7 2 4 —— the 
Jfrathites and Philiffines s treſpaſs, and SamuePs re- 
_ Proof of him , the Helene of the Phanſtimess ond Hhewenkneſe 
2 Thiel.” 


: 


* LAUL reigned ane. year, it Was ang gear fines 1. 


mag choſen king. by, the. Lord in. Meapeh x; he was 
"the — of a pn in the Hebrew; the af. his in. 


BY. 1 Wee 2 * as his birth day: and when 


ned two. years Pe lfrael, Saul choſe. , 

d [men], of .L{racl; [whertof] two. 
3 wich Saul. in Miichmaſh and in mount 
Vor. 27 wi! beg ao 1. 7 Beth-el,- 


W 
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2 e and a thouſand were with Jonathan in'Gibeal 
of Benjt unin: and the reſt of the people he ſent every 
man to his tent; n 410 
teep the country in peace.” © 
3 And Jonathan ſmote 'the guerifon of the Philifines 
that (w us] in Geba, and the Philiſtines heard {of it.] 
And S. iul ble the trumpet throughout all the land, ſay- 
ing, I et the Hebrews hear. This is the firſt time we read 
—_— than, whoſe charatter was very amiable, both as a 
 Warrio r and a friend. Tho the Philiſtines were ſubdued by 
Samuel | „ yet they ftill kept ſome garriſons. The firſt ſtep to rid 
the cou miry was 10 get Poſſeſſion of theſe. Jonathan began. 
The P Biliftines declared war; and Saul ſent meſſengers thro 
—— 10 inform them of this victory, for their encourage- 
| and to ſummon them to Gilgal, where Samuel had 
4 —2 ned a rendezvous.” And all Iſrael heard fay, [that] 
Saul had ſmitten a garriſon of the Philiſtines, and 
Athat. J Iſrael alſo was had in abomination with the Phi- 
__ Es. —— —y—̃— 
11 the Philitines gathered chemielves together to 

5 whe with Iſrael, thirty thouſand chariots, and fix 
— nſand horſemen, and people as the ſand which [1 
on: dhe ſea ſhore in multitude: and they came up,: 

pite | thed in Michmaſh, eaſtward from Beth-aven. 

6 Aden che men. of 1{rael, who lud u chariats or horſes, 
flaw that they were in a ſtraight, (for the people were 
gre  athy terrified and diſtreſſed) then the people bid hide 

 =Y .amſelyes in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and 

: in 3 places, and in pits; this was very cowardly, 

7 26 their late «ſucceſs againſt the Ammonites, And 

- Mme of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land of 

| . id and Gilead, award, the Philſtines were in the weſt. 

3 8 he [was] yet in Gilgal, and all the people 

fo "Yowed'tiim trembling of Rn ang erent 


ar” re THe, n N 
us TS BY ry MIND * INT m4 11 8 And 
Bi! 2 "68 the Syria and ag Na wies coufand chariots ; 
2 5 more likely than thirty thoufand. Nor were theſe 


tbouſund all fighting: chariots, but — for the 
— * and to take away the plunder they expected. 
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* thy God, which he commanded thee; it was not 7 com- 
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6 hich he tarried ſeven days, according to the ſet time 
that Samuel {had appointed, ] (ch. x. 8.) but Samuel 
came not to Gilgal ul toward the latter em of the 
ſeventh day; and the people were ſcattered from * 
wen they ſaw Samuel did nat come to adviſe on-this dan 

"2 gerous fituation. He —— his coming till the laſt day, 
9 to —— Saul s faith and patience. And Saul ſaid, Ring 
hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings 
10 And he offered the burnt offering. Andi it came to 
paſ, that as ſoon as lie had made an end of offering 
the burnt offering, and before: he began to offer the peace 
offering, behold, 5 — came and Saul went out to 

To him, that he might ſalute him. 

11 And Samuel faid; What-haſt thou done 2 An expreſſion 
2 | of comtrwwidr nent for his diſobedience to God's orders. 
And Saul ſaid, Becauſe. I ſaw thats the ple were 
ſoeattered from me, and ¶ that] thou cameſt got with - 
in the days appointed, and [that] the Philidines ga- 
12 thered themſelves together at Michmaſh; Therefore 
aid I, The Philiſtines will come down now upon me to 
üg, and I have not made ſupplication unto the 
Lonp : L forced myſelf therefore, and offered} a burnt 
affering. Saul here maſtes a very poor-excuſe.., Ve ſaw his 
+=: ſoldiers dejerting, and apprehended that Samui might i pre- 
As vented from coming ; his therefore ventared to offtr | a- ſacri- 
ce, uh 'much.\ againſt us orm inclination, leſt the: enemy 
. | Should tome and attack them before he had made-ſatisfeion 
0 God. 'The burnt offerings were attended tpith prayer, they 
1 3 a kind f humble ſupplicatian. And Samuel ſaid to 
22 Saul, by his prophetical authority, Thou halt done fooliſh- 
2 hy thou haſt not kept the commandment; of the LoRD 


mand, but the command of Fehovah, that thou ſbgulilſt wait 
+ for me: ſor now would the Loxp have eſtabliſhed thy 
” kingdom upon Iſrael for ever, that is, for. a long * 
5 as the word often ſignifies," ſo long at thou and thy poſterity 
14 Jhall continue. But now thy kingdori ſhall not continue 
n i family: the Lord hath ſought him a man after his 

oun . and the Lonp hath commanded him to be] 
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©; n ever his e, becauſe thou haſt not 
10 += Gs ara oe —— ”_ 
15 And Samuel aroſe, and gat him up from — 
Gibeah of Benjamin: and Saul numbered the — 
lchat were] preſent with him, about fox hund 
dee no fuwords or ſpears with them, 7 or 
Aung, or elubs, the reſt vf his company had fled for fear, v. 6,7. 
19 And Saul, and Jonathan his ſon, and the people {that 
were] preſent with them, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin: 
57 but the Philiſtines encamped in Michmaſi. And the 
ſpollers eame out of the camp of the Philiſtines in three 
companies: one company turned unto the way that 
0 leadeth to] Ophruh, unto the land of Shual: prod an- 
other turned the way to] Beth-horon : and 
another c turned to] the way of the border that 
_ 4Jooketh to hevvalley of Zeboim towards the wilderneſs, 
- "thi Philiftivies ſent out ihres parties to wm — 
9 Now tu reaſon wh | r iu was, 
—— 
of Tfrael: for che Philiſtines ſaid, Left the Hebrews 
| 20 mae chem] ſwords or ſpears: But all the Iſraelites 
vent don to the Philiſtines, to ſharpen every man his 
mare, and his coulter, and his wx, und his mattock.“ 
* Tet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, 
and for the forks, and for the axes, 33 the 
oads, whin they tert grotom blunt, that they might be fit 
18 Theve was" plenty of braſs and iran in Ca- 
| . 16 work or the Pine forges. 
22 8d it came to paſs in the day of battle, that there was 
n r found in the hand of any of the 
were] — Saul and Jonathan: but with 
Ss td wth FP To 
eee introduce 


« This was FER. A conditional 2 4 060 would do ſo, 
if he was not more obedient for the fut this appears 
by Samuel's going along with him to his place — abode. ' on 
bad charged Saul with adi au, this might have been 1 
given, but in cl, xy. 23— 0 hind he was 2 d gelettz rejet᷑t 
for diſobedience; and is there 'harged, not only with folly, but 
.preſumpruoes «rebellion. 

bis was during their appreſon in the times of the judges, 
(2 Kings xxiv. 14. Judge: v. 8.) Porſena obliged the Romans by 
covenant, to uſe no iron but for tillage. 
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_ when 
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introduce the flory in the next chapter, it is here added, 

23 And the garriſon of. the Philiſtines went out to the paſ- 

ſage of Michmaſh, that they might hinder them from at- 

'  tatking the garriſon, here they lay in a convenient paſt, and 
were ready to attack the Iſraelites if they ventured out, 


REFLECTIONS ' 


1 E ſee how ill men ſometimes judge for them- 
ſelves, and to what ſtraights they are brought 
will have their own. way, and not follow the 
leadings of providence, The Iſraelites would not have God 
and Samuel to govern them; they thought a king would 
do wonders; that nothing could ſtand before him. But 
here we ſee them in a wretched fituation, flying and trem- 
bling, under great dread and ſlavery. Samuel had no need 


of ſuch weapons as ſwords or ſpears, thunder and lightning 


had been his; from which even their king could not fave 
them. Now they ſaw, or might have ſeen, their vain con- 
fidence, They needed God's help as much as before. May 
we learn to truſt in the Lord with all our hearts, and not: lean 
to our own underſtandings. YE" 

2. We learn, that all breaches of the divine commands 
are folly, and ſuch as nothing will excuſe for. Saul would 


he thought very prudent in ſecuring his ſoldiers from di- 


viſion, and very pious in ſacrificing before he went out to 
battle; but his conduct was wicked, for he diſobeyed God's 
commandment, Men ſometimes think themſelves wiſe 
and politick, while they act contrary to the law of God; but 
it is the height of folly, eſpecially in thoſe who. think to 
ſubſtitute prayer, or any external 
monial obſervances, inſtead of obedience to the weighirier 
matters of the law. Nothing is more fooliſh than to imagine 
that God will be pleaſed with ſervices directly contrary to 
his orders, and in diſobedience to his commands. A good 
undenſtanding have all they, and they only, who fear the Lord, 
who do his commandments, hearkening to the voice of his word. 
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E in this Aenne, an account 5 Jai Ach againſt 


the Phluliſtines* garriſon, the ſucceſsful attack an. the body of 
the Plyliſtine army; with Sauls raſh adj Juration, and the 
bad conſequence it was [ON with, to Jonathan and the 
* 5 


on 
22 


0 W it came to paſs upon a day; that Jonathan 
the ſon of Saul ſaid unto the young man that 
Fey — his: armour, Come, and let us go over to the 


05 „ Philiſtines garriſon; that [is] on the other fide the val- 


.. dey. But ke told not his father, ef he ſpould hinder the 


project. He was juſtified in doing this," as he had a general 


* 


28 10 fight*'the enemy. And Saul tarried in the 
uttermoſt part of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree 
.. which [is] in Migron, coltre he had pitched his tent: and 


401 5 5 lere] with him [were] about fix hun- 


4 


CUB 


men; And Ahiah, the ſon of Ahitub, I-chabod's 
drother, the ſon of Phinehas, the ſon of Eli, the Lokp's 
pries in Shiloh, wearing an ephod, and the ark alſo was 
there. And the — knew not that Jonathan was 
L went any in the niglu. And between the 
„by which Jonathan ſought to go over unto 

che Philiſtines 2 there was] a ſharp rock on 
N a ſharp rock on the other fide: and 
the name of the one [was] Bozez, and the name of the 


+.” other Seneh ; here the-garriſon was ſo defended that there 


- Was 10 cay of - coming at them but by climbing one of theſe. 


5 The forefront of the one [was] fituate northward over 


6 


againſt Michmaſn, and the other ſouthward over againſt 
G1beah: And Jonathan ſaid to the young man that 
bare His armour, Come, and let us go over unto the 


garriſon of theſe uncireumeiſed, wha are ftrangers to the 


covenant of God: it may be that the Lonb will work for 
us: for [there is] no reſtraint to the Loxp to ſave by 


1 many or by few, it is equally eafy to his almighty 


7 


power. 
And his armourbearer ſaid unto him, Do all that [is] 


in thine heart: turn theez behold, I [am] with thee 


according to thy heart, I am reſolved not to forſake mw 
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8 be the expedition ever ſo hazardous. The n ſaid Jonathan, 
+ Behold; we will paſs. over unto [thel e] men, and we 
9 will diſcover ourſelves. unto them at th 2 break of day. If 
they ſay thus unto us, Tarry until we e ome to you; then 

we will ftand ſtill in our place, and will not go up unto 

10 them. But if they challenge us to adus ince, and ſay thus, 
Came up unto us; then we will go up: for the Lorp 
hath delivered them into our hand: and this I ſhall be] 


a ſign unto us. Probably he had deſired of the Lord that 


this might be the fign, and God inſpired him with" ſo much 
11 reſolution and faith as to depend upon it. And both of them 
diſcovered themſelves unto. the garriſon of the Phi- 
liſtines: and the Philiſtines ſaid, Behold, the Hebrews 
come forth out of the holes where they had hid them- 
- - ſelves, thro fear or want of food, in the bottom of the rocks. 
12 And the men of the garriſon anſwered Jonathan and 
his armourbearer wii mockery and contempt, and ſaid, 
Come up to us, and we will ſhow you a thing, come if 
you dare, we will make you pay dear for your attempt. And 
Jonathan ſaid unto his armourbearer, Come up after 
me: for the Logp hath delivered them into the hand of 
13 Iſrael. And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and 
upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him, by ſome 
Aſficult way out of the Philiſtines view, and coming upon 
them - behind, - ſurpriſed them: and they fell before Jona- 
than; and his armourbearer flew after him, they made 
great flaughter among them. The - Philiftines were terrified 
when they ſaw it was Jonathan, who had ſmitten one of 
14 their garriſons before. And that firſt laughter, which 
Jonathan and his armourbearer made, was about twenty 
men, within as it were an half acre of land, [which] a 
15 yoke [of oxen might plough.] And there was trem- 
bling in the hoſt, in the field, and among all the 
ple: the garriſon, and the ſpoilers, they alſo trembled, 
and the earth quaked: ſo it was a very great trembling.* 
n de F 4 | 16 And 
* Some. of the iſon flying to the army which lay en d 
on the fide of the - bill, — Gab into 3 1 
ing that an army was coming againſt, them. The circumſtances 
were aggravated beyond the truth, as is uſual in ſuch caſes; and 


they ſuſpected treachery among themſelves, The earth _ 


* | caſe was plain rough, as there was confujon in the Phibitine 
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16 And the watehmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin look- 


ed; and, behold, the multitude melted away, were 
ping and ſcartered all around; and they went on beating 
down; fone 2 gie, one another, not diſtinguiſp- 
in friends from foes 
17 Then ſald Saul unto the people that [were] with him, 
Number now, and ſee who is gone from us. And when 
they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer ¶ were] not chere.) Jonathan dun- miſſed, but 
Saul thought he would not go Without a body of men to ſup- 
port kim; and ſuppoſing there «was a ſtirmiſb between the 
armies, he waned to know where they terre engaged, and 
_ what was to be done in the taſe he therifore confulted the 


| x8 kigh'prieft. And Saul faid unto Ahiah, Bring hither 


tte ark of God. For the ark of God was at that time 
9 children of Iſrael. And it came to paſs, 
while Saul talked unto the prieſt, that the noiſe that 
was] in the hoſt of the Philiſtines went on and in- 
_ _ creaſed: and Saul ſaid unto the prieſt, Withdraw thine 
hand. He flopped him in the middle of his / thought the 


at; aud he reſolued to arm —— — 
_ \Thus 'he at ance diſcovercd his profaneneſs. 
3 and all the people 5% x with him 
-  aflembled themſelves, and they came to the battle: 
and, behold, every man's ſword was againſt his fellow; 
21 [and there was] a very great diſcomfiture, Moreover 

the Hebrews f that] were with the Philiſtines before 
that time, which went up with them into the camp 
ltrom the country round about, even they alſo, either 
thro* fear or 2 turned] to de with the 11- 

22 raelites that were] with Saul and Jonathan. Like- 
wiſe all the men of Iſrael which had hid themſelves in 
mount Ephraim, [when] they heard that the Philiſtines 
fed, even they alſo followed hard after them in the 
battle; the cowardly eee den ee ee rac 
hiding 


r Was real, or only a figurative ex- 
2 'a tumult; but certain it is they were all "rock with 
Pant | 


'7. There were various conſederate ations; or tribes, in Ge! 


who did not know one another amidſt their confuſion and terror. 
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23 hiding places, and fell upon the flying enemy. So the Loww 
ved Iſrael that day: and the battle paſſed over unto + * 
Beth-aven; h there werr other inſtruments. uſed, yes 
- - 1their, ſalvation cas of the Lord. e | 
24 And the men of Iſrael were diſtreſſed that day wwitk 
Aunger and faintneſs, for want of proper food for refreſb- 
ment; for Saul-had adjured the le, ſaying, Curſed 
be] the man that eateth [any] food until evening, that 

I may be avenged on mine enemies. He /olemnly declared 
in the name of God, that the man ſhould be put to death toho 

. ſtayed to take any foo: a rab and fooliſb oath: So none of 

25 the people taſted {any} food. And all [they of] the 
land came to a woody and there was honey upon the 
ground; - either a hotlow tree, or @ cleft in the rock was full 
ef honey, 4hich fell on the ground, ſo that the land flowed 
26 with it. And when the people were come into the 
Vood, behold, the honey dropped; but no man put 
his and to his mouth: for the people feared the oath. 
27 But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the 
people with the oath; wherefore he put forth the end 
of the rod that [was] in his hand, and dipped it in 

aun honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; „e 
ignorantly tranſgreſſed this abſitrd law, and with the end of 
tus ſpear gathered up ſome honey and ent it; and his eyes 
were enlightened, he was refreſbeu and inuigorated, his 

pPpirits — frength were reſtored, and ſus eyes brighiened.s 
28 Then anſwered* one of the people, and ſaid, Thy 
father ftraitly charged the people with an oath, ſaying, 

- Curſed {be] the man that eateth [any] food this day. 
And the people were faint, ſo hat they could not purſue 
their victory ſo vigorouſly and eſfentually, as otherwiſe they 

29 might have dane, yet forbore to take any food. Then ſaid 
Jonathan, My father hath troubled the land: fee, I 
. pray you, how mine 2 have been enlightened, be- 
30 cauſe I taſted a little of this honey. How much more, 
if haply the people had eaten freely to-day of the ſpoil 
of their enemies which they found? for had there not 
been now a much [greater flaughter among the Phi- 
02 Van. hol at liſtines? 
* In Hebrew, one is ſaid to aufe, when the ſpeech relates 
to what was done, as well as to what was ſaid: 
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-- litines ? would they not have jr err them more ſwiftly, 


and done more execution among t 
31 And they ſmote the Philiſtines cat day aum Mich- 
maſh to Ayalon, quite to their own borders: and the 
people were very faint,” ture! Saul's fooliſh prohibition, or 
32 they would have pitrſued them further. And the people 
few upon the ſpoil, and took ſheep, and oxen, and 
calves, and flew them] on the ground: and the people 
did eat [them] with the blood, ther raw or half dreſſed, 
* "contrary to the" law of Moſes z" this was in the evening, when 
LE 3 they returned from the flaughteri Then they, that is, ſome 
who Were more conſcientious ' than ther ret, told Saul, ſay- 
ing, Behold, the people ſin againſt the Lox, in that 
they eat with the blood. And he ſaid, Ve have tranſ- 
N greſſed: roll a great ſtone. unto me this day, to flay the 
7 _ pon; that their -bigod may run from them. And 
Saul direed his officers-to give notice 0 4 this, and (aid, 
b i: Diſperſs yourſelves among the people, and ſay unto 
" Bring me hither every man his ox, and every 
man his ſheep, and ſlay them] here, and eat; and fin 
not againſt the Loxp in eating with the blood. And 
IF; all the people brought every man his ox with him that 
Y night, and flew [them] there. 
35 And Saul built an altar unto the Lob, 70 offer 
aerifice and give thanks : the ſame was the firſt altar that 
bee built unto the Lonp, or, as in the margin, that he 
Ss to build; for he did not finiſh it, being in too — 
a hurry : this was another evidence of his neglect of G 
36 his worſhip. And Saul faid, Let us go down after = 
Pͤbiliſtines by night, and ſpoil them until the morning 
light, and let us not leave a man'of them, hoping to come 
upon them while ſleeping and cut ſhem all off. And they 
aid, Do whatſoever ſeemeth good unto thee. Then 
4 | An the prieſt Let us draw near hither unto God; he 
1 Prięſt remembering SauPs former error and raſhneſs, 
| 2 have ham aſe counſel of God. And Saul afked counſel o 
God; Shall I go down'after the Philiſtines? wilt thou 
deliver them into the hand of Iſrael ? But he anſwered 
Him not that day. This was to ſhow Saul that there was 
| "guilt ſomewhere, . upon the whole of lis 
abn. 


25 bye 
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raſhbneſs and folly, wich cauſed Iſrael to fon, hindered the 
proſecution of the victory, and expoſed his own valiant fon to 
death. | 

38 And Saul ſaid, Draw ye near hither, all the chief of 
the people: and know and fee wherein this fin hath been 
this day, which hath provoked God to deny an anſwer. 

39 For, [as] the Loxp liveth, which ſaveth Iſrael, though 
it be in Jonathan my fon, he ſhall ſurely die. But 
[there was] not a man among all the people [that] 
40 anſwered him. Then faid he unto all Iſrael, Be ye on 
one fide, and I and Jonathan my fon will be on the 
© other fide. And the people faid unto Saul, Do what 
41 ſeemeth good unto thee. Therefore Saul ſaid unto the 
' Loxp God of Iſrael, Give a perfect [lot.] And Saul 
and Jonathan were taken: but the people eſcaped. 

42 And Saul faid, Caft [lots] between me and Jonathan 
my fon. And Jonathan was taken. God permitted this, 
to diſcover Saul's hypocriſy, who did not fear a raſh oath 
and a tyrannital adjuration, yet would flay his fon for a ſin of 
/ ignorance only; but thus Jonathan wwas juſtified, and Saul s 
43 folly made manifeſt, Then Saul ſaid to Jonathan, Tell 
me what thou haſt done. And Jonathan told him, and 
ſaid, I did but taſte a little honey with the end of the 
rod that [was] in mine hand, [and,] lo, 1 muſt die. 
This ſhowed great honour and courage; he does not cenſure his 
father, or plead his own ſervice, or innocence; but generouſly 

' ſubmits to the ſentence, only acknowledges it to be hard; but 
44 Saul, with violence and fury, ſwears he ſhall die. And 
Saul anſwered, God do fo and more alſo: for thou ſhalt 

45 ſurely die, Jonathan. And the people ſaid unto Saul, 
Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great ſalva- 
tion in Iſrael? God forbid: [as] the Loxp liveth, there 
ſhall not one hair of his head fall to the ground ; for he 
hath wrought with God this day, by his help and affiſtance; 
therefore he ſhall not gie. So the people reſcued Jonathan, 


46 that he died not. Then Saul went'up from following 


the Philiftines, his ruffle prevented his proſecution of the 
victory; and the Philiſtines went to their own place. 

47 _ So Saul took the kingdom over Iſrael, and ruled with 
greater authority than he did before, and tought againſt - 
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his enemies on every fide, againſt Moab, and againſt 
the children of Ammon, on the eaſt, and againft Edom, 
on the ſouth, and againſt the kings of Zobah, in Syria, 

an the north, and againſt the Philiſtines, in the weſt, and 


whitherſoever he turned himſelf, he vexed [them ] hz 
kept them mnder, but did not quite ſubdue them; that was 
48 left for David.” And he gathered an hoſt, and ſmote the 
Amalekites, and delivered Iſrael out of the hands of 


them that ſpoiled them. 
Now the ſons of Saul were Jonathan, and Iſhui, and 

_ - Melchi-ſhua: and the names of his two daughters [were 
theſe; ] the name of the firſt born Merab, and the name 

of the younger Michal: ke had alſo TIſbboſbeth and other 
children, but they were young, and did not accompany him in 
30 us wars. And the name of Saul's wife [was] Ahino- 
ham, the. daughter of Ahimaaz : and the name of the 
captain of his hoſt [was] Abner, the ſon of Ner, Saul's 
51 uncle. And Kiſh [was] the father of Saul; and Ner 
52 the father of Abner [was] the ſon of Abiel. And there 
was fore war againſt the Philiſtines all the days of Saul: 
and when Saul faw any ſtrong man, or any valiant man, 
he took him unto him, 10 prefer him in the army, which 


was the cuſtom. of the eaſtern kings. 
REFLECTIONS, 
1. XJ E may infer hence, that the almighty power of 


#: God ſhould be an encouragement to his people 
under every difhculty. Jonathan encouraged himſelf by 
the conſideration, that nothing was tas hard for God. When 
in the way of duty, and undertaking ſervices to which pro- 
vidence call us, we ſhould not defpair becauſe our ſtrength 


3s mall. Tho' the friends of God and religion are few in 


number, and their enemies very numerous, yet he is able 
to make them victorious. Let us firmly believe this, and 


| apply it in every particular circumſtance. Let us chearfully 


rely the power of God this will be likely to ſilence 
wain fears, 40 Paieap Me d that hang dren, anc animate 


89 * 
all our W | 
"TR | | 2. When 
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2. When God ' hides his face from us, and denies an 


anſwer to our prayers, we ſhould enquire the cauſe. Saul, 
as little as he knew of religion, law the neceſſity of this. 
Let us find out where the ſin lies; and then we may be 
aſſured that God's hand is not faortened that he caunot ſave, nor 
us car heavy that he cannot lar. But our iniquities will 
ſeparate between us and God; and if we deſire our ers 
ſhould-be heard, we mutt avoid fin, and put it away from 
us; for if we regard iniguity incur hearts, the Lord will uot 
9. We may learn from the whole of this chapter, what 
a miſerable creature he is who hath no rule over his own 
irit; Whatever dignity and eminence he may arrive at in 
world. Let men of raſh and haſty ſpirits ſee, what a 
wretched ſigure even a king of Iſrael made, when under the 

uence of ſuch a temper. What a mixture of jarring 


ini 
2 was there iu his heart! theſe made him a terror to 


ſelf. What a mixture of religion and hypocriſy! Aſk- 
ing advice of the Lord, and ſtopping in the middle of the 
ſervice; calling the prieſt, then reſtraining him; making a 
raſh oath, and keeping it; - {wearing in a moſt unbecomi 
manner, and acting like a fury who had loſt humanity an 
all natural affection. May we all learn to govern. our paſ- 
ſons and appetites, and to guard our tempers, that nothing 
raſh, inconſiderate, or revengeful be found in them. 
Eſpecially ſhould thoſe who know themſelves to he natural - 
ly warm and haſty, be careful to ſet a double watch over 
the doors of their lips. It would have been much more 
For Saul's honour to have governed his paſſions, than to 
have conquered. the Philiſtines, for, as Solomon obſerves, 
Prov. xvi. 332. He that is flow to auger is better, than the 
mighty : and he that ruletli his own ſpirit than he that taketh a 
Fate, „CH AF. XV. 1-25; 
We have here Saul's expedition againſt the Amalekites; and the 
 fentence paſſed pon him by Sanmel for-his partiality end diſ- 
.. abedjence ;, after this, Samuel executes Hag, and retires from 
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1: CYAMUEL alſo ſaid unto Saul, The Loxp ſent 
me to anoint thee [to be] king over his people, 
over Iſrael: now therefore hearken — unto the voice 
of the words of the Lox p; Samuel reminds him of the great 
obligation he was under to God, that he might be more careful 


| An chearful in obeying his commands, and not run into farther 


2 errors. T hus faith the Logp of hoſts, who has an abſolute 
command over univerſal nature, and is the diſpoſer of all 
 - creatures and all events, I remember [that] which Amale le 
did to Iſrael, how he laid [wait] for him in the way, 
when he came up from Egypt, ( Exodus xvii. 8—16. ) 
3 Now go, and ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all 
that they have, and ſpare them not; but ſlay both man 
and woman, infant and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel 
4 and als.* And Saul gathered the people together, and 
numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thouſand 
footmen, and ten thouſand men of Judah: Judah is 
iini ſbed becauſe it was the royal tribe. It had the pri- 
diere of going firſt; and the Meſſiah was to come out of it. 
* 5 *And'Saal came to a city of Amalek, the chief city, where 
ie king refided,” and laid wait in the valley. 
-- 6' And Saul faid unto the Kenites, moſt probably by 
2 SainuePs"direfion; Go, depart, get  you-down from 
© - among the Amalekites, leſt I d you with them: 
for ye ſhowed kindneſs to all the children of Iſrael, when 
hey came up out of Egypt.“ So the Kenites 
from among the Amalekites;” ſome into this rocky part of 
il comic, fee Numb. xxiv. 21. the others into the tribe of 
GL / / SIOMOISICOYTSY 20-4] 00% 2 t Judali; 


7 465" big and bis people had been eruel arid bloody epe- 


mies to God's Iſrael, and therefore deſerved: to be deſtroyed for 
their own fins. See v. 18, where it is ſaid, Go and utterly deſrey 
the finners the Amaletites. The meaſure of their iniquity was now 
full, and they. were grown ripe for the execution of their long 
-puniſhment. God directs Iſrael to do this execution. on 
- people who had uſed them and their fathers ſo barbarouſly ; if 
any among them were righteous, God would make an equitable 
diſtinction in à future Tate, as he does in the caſe of all national 
*calamities; Which come immediately from his own hand. 
The Kenites were the deſcendants of Jethro, an antient friend 
0 God's. people. They bad not been guilty of the fins of the 
Amalekites, and being ſhepherds, they lived in tents, therefore 
remove. 2 
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Judah; for we read of. them afterwards ander tie name of 
ERechabites. Ie rena 
7 And Saul ſmote the Amalekites from Havilah until] 
thou comeſt to Shur, that [is] over againſt Egypt, /hro? 
their whole country; but ſome of them eſcaped, for we read 
8 of them afteriwards in David's time. And he took Agag 
the king of the Amalekites alive, andꝭ utterly deſtroyed 
all the people with the edge of the ſword, all that came 
9 in tir way, ch. xxvii. 8. xxx. 1. But Saul and the peo- 
ple ſpared Agag, either out of fooliſb pity or covetouſneſs, 
thinking to get a large ranſom for. him, and alſb kept the bet 
of the ſheep; and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and 
the lambs, and all [that was] good, ſuoli as money, itivelo, 
Sc. and would not utterly. deſtroy. them: but every 
thing I that was] vile and refuſe, not worth keeping, that 
they deſtroyed utterly... Saul was 4/0 chef counſellors and 
all the people agreed to do this to enrich themſelves thereby. | 
18020 Then, before Saul returned. from His expedition, came 
11 the word of the-Logp unto Samuel, ſaying, It repent- | 
eth me that I have ſet up Saul to be) king: for he is | 
turned back from follo . and hath not perform- b 
ed my commandments. The meaning is not, that God was | 


. 
5 
1 
75 


| ſorry for wat the: had done, becauſe he did not know the con- 
ſequences beforehand , but he could add at men dp when they 
+» | repent, he would treat Saul in a different manner, revoke his 
_ favours,” and lay him aſide. And it grieved Samuel; and 2 
he cried unto the Loko, all night, be/zeching lum 10 par- 
12 don Saul. And when Samuel roſe early to meet Saul in 
the morning, it was told Samuel, ſaying, Saul came to 
Carmel, and, behold, he ſet him up a place, a monument 
e his victory, to his own honour and not to God, and is 
gone about, and paſſed on, and gone down to Gilgal in 
Freat pomp, with Agag and tie good things of. the Amale- 
13 kites in triumph. And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul 
ſaid unto him, Bleſſed [be]: thou of the Loxb: Ihave 
© performed the commandment of the Lond. Saul begins, 
wdiuiſbing him all happineſs from God, thanting him for the | 5 
- +» ſervice he had done him in ſending him on ſuch an honourable ; 
"expedition, and boaſts of his. performance, svithout being - 
14 ſenſible of his fault. And Samuel ſaid, What [meaneth ] 
bi | then 
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N | then- this bleating of the ſheep in mine ears, and the 


of the oxen which I hear? Surely this is an evidence 


of gilt, not conſiſtent 1 of abedience. 
. 15 And Saul ſaid, They have brought them from the 
I Amalekites: for the people ſpared the beſt of the-ſheep 
| | and of the oxen ; he lays the fault on the people, when he 
Aud the thief hand in it ; but urges that they did it with a 
very pious defion, to ſacrifice unto the Lonp thy God, 
- whom thou loveſt and ſer veſt, and therefore undoubtedly thou 
wilt: be pleaſed with this; and the reſt we have utterly 
16 deſtroyed.” Then Samuel ſaid unto Saul, Stay, and I 
| will tell thee what the "Lond hath faid to me this night. 
And he ſaid unto him, Say on. n 

'» "confident of his own — "and ſatisfied with his 
- on atthievement; he no doubt hoped to hear himſelf com- 
ry mended,” and never exyeBled- this thundering leſſon. And 
Samuel ſaid, When thou [walt] little in thine own | 
50 id, walt] chou not C made] the head of the tribes of 
11 and che Lonv anointed thee king over Iſrael? 
Herend him of his low beginning, and the humility and 
„ IERY png” And che Lonxp ſent thee 
on a journey, an honourable and ſaid, Go and 
utterly the firiners-the Amalekites, and fight 
19 againſt them until they be conſumed. Wherefore then 
didſt thou not obey the voice of the Loup, but didſt 
fly upon the ſpoil, lite a ravenous bird or beaft, and take 
tie acturſed thing like Athan, and didſt evil in the fight of 
the LorD, who can eaffly” ſee dure all thy pretences. 

2 And Saul faid unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lynn, and have gece the way which the 
Load ſent me, and have brought Agag the king of 
Amalek, and have utterly deſtroyed che — 

| With the greateſt inſolence he gave Samuel the lie, while he 
21 in effet} confeſſed whot Samuel charged him with. But the 
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1 people took of the ſpoil, ſheep and oxen; the chief of 
1 che things which ſhould have been utterly deſtroyed, to 
1 5 ſacriſice unto the Loney thy God in Gilgal; Ie again 
1 lays tie blame upon the people, who he ſays did it with a 
Load intention, to ſacrifice to God, tho" it is probable neither 
2 9g: eee - And Samuel ſaid, a 
| © 
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the Lonp [as great] delight in burnt offerings and 
facrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Logp ? a gque/- 
tion this which Saul could not diſpute, the ſacrifices were 
intended to promote obedience, to be the means of religion, 
obedience was the end. Behold, to wi [is] better than 
ſacrifice, [and] to hearken than the fat of rams, har 


23 the beſt and moſt coſtly ſacrifices. For rebellion [is as] the 


fin of witchcraft, at it, divinations or enchantments, 
<which toere contrary to the law of God, and looked upon as 
renouncing him; and ſtubbornneſs [is as] iniquity and 
idolatry, that is, the iniquity of idolatry. Becauſe thou hait 
rejected the word of the Loxp, he hath alſo rejected 


thee from [being] king, as idolaters were to loſe their 
lives, ſo Saul his kingdom. 


_ REFLECTIONS... 
To E hence learn, that the judgments of God will, 


; ſooner or later, come upon wicked men; eſ- 
pecially thoſe who are enemies to God's church and people. 
He bore long with the Amalekites ; but when their iniquity 


was full, he executed his righteous vengeance upon them. 


The ſentence againſt evil doers is not always ſpeedily exe- 
cuted; yet judgment will ſurely come; and the longer it is 
delayed, the heavier it will fall. Divine juſtice, tho ſome- 
times flow, is always ſure: | 

2. We ſee that it is a dangerous thing to aſſociate with 
God's enemies. The Kenites would have ſuffered greatly 
by living among the Amalekites, if they had not had 
timely notice to withdraw. This ſhould be a caution to us 
againſt keeping wicked company, and forming alliances with 
thoſe who have no religion. God has given us warning to 
come out from among them, and be ſeparate ; and if we do not, 
we are in danger of partaking of their fins and their 
plagues. Solomon hath faid, that a companion of fools 


ſhall be deſtroyed. 


3. See from hence what a dangerous thing the love of 
the world is. They ſpared the beaſts in direct violation of 
the divine command: covetouſneſs ſeems to have been at 
the bottom of all. We ſee too many inſtances of this; men 
Yor.” III. EONS are 
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are obedient to God where nothing is to be loſt by it, but 


are ready to diſobey him when any temporal advantage is 
to be obtained. The love of money is the root of all evil; which 
ſeme having coveted after, have pierced themſelves thro with. 
many ſorrows. This was Saul's caſe. | 

4. It is no uncommon thing for men to boaſt of piety, 
when they are notorious tranſgreſſors of God's commands, 
How proudly and impudently does Saul boaſt of his obe- 
dience, becauſe he had done part of his duty! So men think 
themſelves very good, commend themſelves, and lift up 
their faces with confidence to God's miniſters, becauſe they 
have ſome good qualities, becauſe they are not idolaters, 
or have oppoſed the enemies of religion, or have deſtroyed 
what was vile. They have parted with ſome fins, to which 
they had little or no temptation, and with which they could 
diſpenſe without loſs or reluctance, But the beſt of the ſheep 
ang abs the things that are dear to them as a right hand 
or a right eye, theſe they are unwilling to be withaut. 1 
live in the breach of ſome of God's laws, and yet boaſt, an 
are confident of their goodneſs. But their boaſting is a 
very bad fymptom, and a mark of 3 for true obe- 
dience is always joined with humility, and low thoughts of 
ourſelves. It men are really as. pious as they pretend to 
be, what mean theſe bleatings, theſe ſinful indulgences, this 
worldly ſpirit, theſe ungoverned paſſions, this love of plea- 
ſure and vanity ? They ſhould remember, that rebellion is 
as great a ſin as witchcraft, and ſtubbornneſs as idolatry. 
But wicked men will diſtinguiſh where there is no diſtinc- 
tion, and ſerve God in that manner only, and in what in- 
ſtances they pleaſe; and thus hey are hardened thro” the 
deceitfulneſs of fin. 2 | 
5. See how prone men are to lay the fault upon others 
when themſelves are principally, if not only, guilty, This was 
Saul's caſe; the people were 25 blameable at all, or elſe 
Samuel would have reproved them; what they did was by 
SauPs direction, and yet he endeavoured to throw the blame 
npon them, This is too often the caſe with confident men; 
they are ready to cenſure any body, rather than tale ſhame. 
to themſelves. It is to be feared this is too much the diſ- 
pofition of men in general; the deſcendants Neigen 
5 4 | | a - Ie 
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tranſgreſſor are apt to adopt his language, The woman which 
thou gaveſt me tempted me, and I did eat, This proves the 
inward conviction men have, that fin is a real evil, becauſe 


they are ſo unwilling to own it, and ſo forward to cenſure 


and condemn others. | 
6. It concerns all to attend to that important truth 


of an inſpired prophet, that obedience is better than ſacrifice ; 
and that rebellion againſt a known command of God, is a 
moſt heinous crime. Humble, conſcientious obedience, 
is better than all ſacrifices. Exactneſs in ritual obſervances 
and ceremonial forms, is nothing without a holy life: this 
is the main thing. Our Lord refers to this paſſage when 
he would convince the phariſees that God loveth mercy better 
than ſacrifice. The end is better than the means. Prayer 
and facrifices are good things in themſelves, but 2 
juſtice, and charity, are the end. And leſt any ſhould 


imagine that poſitive commands may be ſafely neglcted, 
while they obey moral precepts, let them conſider, that 


rebellion is as witchcraft and idolatry. Refuſing to obey the 
true God, is as bad as ſerving a falſe one. From hence it 
foliows, that to negle& baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, 
which are expreſsly commanded by our Lord, tho* they 
are only poſitive inſtitutions, (that is, depend on the will of 
the lawgiver) is rebellion, as well as fraud, drunkenneſs, 
and ;doſktry: And it is to be wiſhed that thoſe who live in 
the neglect of the Lord's ſupper would confider this, for 
Saul was rejected for diſobeying a plain command of the 
Almighty. | 


C HA P. XV. 24, to the end. | 
We have here Saul's fruitleſs humiliation; Samuel's execution 


of the divine ſentence againſt Agag; und the parting of | 


Saul and Samuel. 


24 N D Saul faid unto Samuel, I have finned : for | 
. have tranſgreſſed the commandment of the Logp 
and thy words: becauſe I feared the people, and obey 
their voice: this was a ridiculous excuſe, becauſe the 75 
| G's 5 | 72 


ple were at his command and in ſeveral inſtances before: 
25 recorded, he ſeemed to ſtand in no awe of them. Now 
therefore, I pray thee, pardon my fin, and turn again: 
with me to Gilzal, that I may worſhip the LoD there, 
and that thou mayeſt pray for me, and aſſiſt me in implori 
26 forgiveneſs of God. And Samuel ſaid unto Saul, I will 
not return with thee: for thou haſt rejected the word of 
the Lozy, and the Loxd hath rejected thee from being 
king over Iſrael; Samuel, according to his preſent view 
of things, peremptorily denied his requeſt, leſt he ſhould 
27 ſeem to approve or allow what he had done. And as. 
g | Samuel turned about to go away, in great indignation, 
—_— at diſcavering ſs much meanneſs and hypocriſy in a king. 
| ; of Ijfrael, Saul thought the people would imagine he was 
greatly under God's diſpleaſure, and therefore he laid hold 
upon the ſkirt of his, Samuel 6, mantle, and it rent. This 
28 caſual rent was a proper emblem of Saul's rejectiun. And 
Samuel faid unto him, The Loxp hath rent the king- 
dom of Iſrael from thee this day, and hath given it to a 
29 neighbour of thine, [that is] better than thou. And 
alſo the Strength of Iſrael, who is not weak, like men, 
and therefore can execute all his purpoſes, or rather, who 
' giveth vitlory to Iſrael, will not lie nor repent: for he 
30 [is] not a man, that he ſhould repent.” Then he ſaid, 
I have ſinned; [yet] honour me now, I pray thee, be- 
fore the elders of my people, and before Iſrael, and 
turn again with me, that I may worſhip the Loxp thy 
God. He now acknowledges his guilt without excuſe on 
alleviation, and ſubmitted to his ſentence; but deſired, 
while he was king, that he might not loſe the honour and 
ſabmiſſion of his ſubjecls, and he was chiefly concerned about 
31 this, So Samuel. turned again after Saul ; and Saut 
worſhipped the LORD. Samuel probably did this. by divine 
| | direction, 
© God is ſaid to repent, when he alters his diſpenſations as 
men alter their conduct. But he cannot repent, as that. denotes 
weakneſs and imperfection, and want of ſufficient knowledge. There 
was no room for it in this "caſe, becauſe he had declared the 
| Amalekites ihould be deſtroyed, and confirmed it by an oath; ſo 
4 that. Saul's breaking the command of Cod in this caſe was the 
4 higheſt affront ro him. 5 os dr | 
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direZtion, leſt the people ſhould withdraw their obedience if 
they ſaw him quite Tejefled.  _ | 

32 Then ſaid Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the 
king of the Amalekites, ke ſpoke to the people before Saul, 
that he might ſee what he ought to have done. And Agag 
came unto him delicately, effeminateiy, both in his dreſs 
and watk. And Agag faid, Surely the bitterneſs of death 
is paſt; being ſpared by Saul and his ſoldiers, he thought 

lere was no danger from an old prophet,,and that he would 

33 only reprove him. And Samuel faid, As thy ſword hath 

made women childleſs, fo ſhall thy mother be childleſs 
among women. This ſhows that he had been a cruel, 

. blocdy tyrant. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before 

the Lond in Gilgal : he ordered him to be executed on the 

pot, as Elijah did Baal's prophets, 1 Kings xvni. 40. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to 

35 his houſe to Gibeah of Saul. And Samuel came no 
more to ſee Saul until the day of his death, he ſaw him 
afterwards accidentally, but probably nothing paſſed between 
them: nevertheleſs Samuel mourned for Saul, ke had ſo 
much pity for him and love for his country, that he con- 
tinued to lament the condition of both: and the Lorp 

repented that he had made Saul king over Iſrael, hat 
n, he changed the manner of his dealing with him, and all 
Samuel's prayers and tears could not reverſe the ſentence. 


erento 


1. O W hard is it to bring men to a ſenſe of their 
| guilt, and to acknowledge their crimes! What poor 
ſubterfuges does Saul ſhelter himſelf under | How many idle 
excuſes, when his guilt was fo glaring! Thus do the child- 
ren of diſobedience run from one excuſe to another; and it 
is really melancholy to ſee, as we often do, eſpecially 
miniſters, when they viſit ſick and dying perſons, how back- 
ward men are to acknowledge thoſe evils which all the world 
beſides can ſee. The pride of their hearts hath deceived 
them, and there are no words uttered with more difficulty 
than theſe, I was miſtaken, I have done evil. But let us not 
de deceived, God js not mocked; he that hideth his fins ſhall 
G 3 not 


not proſper; but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſpall 
Mercy. 
2. God is juſt, and righteous, and will not alter his 
threatenings and the wicked. The Strength of Iſrael will 
not lie or repent. His threatenings indeed are conditional; 
if men perſiſt and continue impenitent, they will be exe- 
cuted; but if they repent, the Lord will pardon. He 1s not 
weak, ſo as to forget fin; he is not fickle to alter his 
mind; nor feeble, ſo as to be unable to execute his threat- 
enings : his ſentence upon impenitent finners is irreverſible; 
and thoſe who abuſe his long-ſuffering goodneſs, will find at 
laſt no place for repentance, tho they ſhould ſeek it carefully 
with tears. 

3. We ſee that finners are more ſolicitous about their 
own credit and honour, than of God's s acceptance, We 
never find in Saul any marks or fruits of genuine repent- 
ance, and very little concern to regain the favour of God; 
but he was extremely loth to loſe he credit with his people 
He expreſſed 1 rapes for Samuel, merely to ſave a 
pearances before them, Thus men often ſeem zealouſly 
affected towards God's miniſters, and defire to be at peace 
with them and the church, merely for the ſake of their own 
reputation and intereſt, . They want to be honoured before 
the people, while they ſeek not e with God, What 

wretched folly, hy — 5 and ſelf-deceit! when God is 
the judge, the —— of every one, by whoſe ſentence he 
muſt ſtand or fall. Let all Iabour then to. be approved of 
God, and to ſecure that honour which cometh from him only. 
4 The hearts of good men are greatly  pained 5 
| 72 at the land of others, and eſpecially 
diſtinguiſhed rank and dignity. How earneſtly 
Samuel pray for Saul all night, when he heard of his 
wickedneſs ; how n did he mourn for him when 
he was rej jected Undoubtedly he was yery much concerned 
2 his lofi the kingdom; more eſpecially on account of 
Lag he & FI of God, and expoſing himſelf to 
2 — — Every good man's heart is pained when 
ſinners deſtroy themſelves; eſpecially thoſe who have re- 
ceived ſignal favours from God, and have been advanced 


to * honour. They are grieved when men for- 


ſake 
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"Take God; and are forſaken of him. Let us labour to affect 
our hearts with the miſery of the wicked, and tho', like 
Samuel, we refrain Foray th company, when we ſee it is 
in vain to give them any advice, and tho' they never 
mourn for themſelves, let us pity and pray for them, if 
peradventure God may give them repentance to the acknowledg- 
ment of the truth, that their fouls may be ſaved in the day 
of the Lord. | 


58 GA . 

We are now entering on the hiſtory of David, who was an 

eminent ſaint, a valiant hero, an inſpired prophet, and the 

._  feweet pſalmiſt of Iſrael; he to whom we are indebted for the 
moſt excellent part of our publick devotions. We have in this 

chapter an account of his being anointed king, and the manner 

in which he was introduced to court. | | 


= ND the Loxrp faid unto Samuel, How long wilt 
1 A thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing I have reject | him 
' from reighing over Ifrael? Samuel had retired from Saul, 
and was employed in training up prophets in the ſchool under 
hits care. He knew it was in vain to mourn, but he appeared 
to be much concerned teſt Saul ſhould die ſuddenly, and there 
ſhould be nd one to ſucceed im; therefore God ſaid to him, 
Fill thine horn with oil, and I will ſend thee to 
Jeſſe the Beth-lehemite : for 1 provided me a 
king among his ſons; one very different from Saul, who 
2 Hall fulfil al my <ill. And Samuel faid, How can I go? 
if Saul hear [it,] he will kill me, ke will be greatly en- 
raged at his rejection. And the Lonn ſaid, Take an heifer 
with thee, and fay,.I am come to ſacrifice to the Log. 
This Samuel was wed to do from place to place, to keep up 
© * "the worſhip of God, and to prevent the increaſing wickedneſs 


3 of Tſradl. And call Jeſſe to the ſacrifice, o feaſt upon 


lle peace offering, as friends and neighbours uſed to do, and 
I I will ſhow thee what thou ſhalt do: and thou ſhalt 


anoint unto me [him] whom I name unto thee; ſo ſhalt 
4 thou he preſerved from danger. And Samuel did that which 


the Loxp ſpake, and came to Beth-lehem. And the 
G 4 elders 
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elders of the town trembled at his coming, left he came 
to denounce ſome judgment againſt them ; or to ſbun Saul's 
diſpleaſure, and ſo it might be dangerous for them to enter- 
tain him, as ch. Ni. . and they aid, Comeſt thou 
5 peaceably? And he faid, Peaceably I am come to ſa- 
crifice unto the Loxp: ſanctify yo .rlelves, by waſhing 
and other leyal purifigations, 40 o by meditation and prayer, 
and come with me to the. ſacrifice. And he ſanctified 
3”; - _- Jeſſe and his ſons, and called them to the ſacrifice. 
4 Alter the ſacrifice he went home wwith-Feſſe, while the feaſt on 
XN 4 the peace offering was getting ready, and acquainted him 
with his buſineſs, then Feſſe Talled tns ſons to paſs Wer 
um one by one. 
6 And it came to paſs, when they were come, that he 
looked on Eliab, and ſaid, Surely the Loxp's anointed 
7 [is] before him. But the Logo ſaid. unto Samuel, by 
= ſuggeſtion, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his ſtature z becauſe I have refuſed him: for 
[the Lorp ſeeth] not as man ſeeth; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Loxp looketh on 
* 8 the heart. Then Felde called Abinadab, and made him 
12 | pals before Samuel. And he faid, Neither hath the 
14 9 Lond choſen this. Then Jeſſe made Shammah to paſs 
1 by. And he faid, Neither hath the Logp choſen this. 
/ 10 Again, Jefle made ſeven of his ſons to paſs before 
Samuel. And Samuel faid unto Jeſſe, The Lord hath 
not choſen theſe. This proves that he had made Jeſſe ac- 
11 quainted with the buſineſs. And Samuel ſaid unto Jeſſe, 
Are here all [thy] children? And he ſaid, There re- 
maineth yet the youngeſt, and, behold, he keepeth the 
ſheep. Jeſſe thought it was not likely the youngeſt ſbould be 
hoſem, therefore he did not ſend for him till Samuel ordered 
him. And Samuel faid unto Jeſſe, Send and fetch him : 
12 for we will not fit down till he come hither, And he 
ſent, and brought him in. Now he [was] W rh 
red haired, which was counted a great beauty amo 
[and] withal of a beautiful countenance, or of | 7 wy eyes, 
and goodly to look to, ſomething very amiable and ſtueet 
in his countenance; and theſe natural charms were probably 
| heightened 
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heightened by a madeſt bluſh when he appeared before Samuel. 
And the Logo. ſaid, Ariſe, anoint him: for this [is] 


he. This choice of David was evidently the immediate act of 


13 God, for Samuel and Jeſſe had both judged wrong. | Then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midſt of his brethren, rather from the midſt of his brethren, 
in private; becauſe he was defirous' to keep it a- ſecret, leſt 

his elder brethren ſhould envy lum: and the ſpirit of the 
Lonp came upon David from that day forward, a ſpirit 

of prudence pos ne > ok a publick ſpirit ;. qualifications fit 
for à prince. Probably Samuel explained the meaning of this 
ceremony as a deſignation to the kingdom after Seul's death, 


but not till then, 2 Sam. v. 2. So Samuel roſe up, and 


went to Ramah. | 
14 But the ſpirit of the Loxn departed from Saul, and 
an evil ſpirit from the Lorp troubled him. He grew 
melancholy, had violent fits of phrenſy, and ſtrange agitations 
of body and mind: his diſorder might be chiefly natural, ariſing 
from vexation and pride, and an evil ſpirit might take the 
advantage of it to make him more melancholy, and ſometimes 
15 more furious. And Saul's ſervants, or courtiers, perceived 
it, and faid unto him, Behold now, an evil ſpirit from 
16 God troubleth thee. Let our lord now command thy 
ſervants [which are] before thee, to ſeek out a man, 
[who 1s] a cunning player on an harp : and it ſhall come 
-,, to paſs, when the evil ſpirit from God is'upoy thee, 
that he ſhall play with his hand, and thou ſhalt be well.“ 
17 And Saul ſaid unto his ſervants, Provide me now a man 


18 that can play well, and bring [him] to me. Then 


anſwered one of the ſervants, who wiſhed to introduce 
David to the court, and ſaid, Behold, 1 have ſeen a fon 
of Jeſſe the Beth-lehemite, [that is] cunning in playing, 
and a mighty valiant man, and a man of war, Sau! 
would like hum the better for this, and prudent in matters, 
it to ſtand before Saul, who in his fits might ſay and do many 
extravagant things that were proper to be concealed, and a 


comely 


4 Muſick is known to have a natural tendency to aſſuage the 


| paſſions and compoſe the mind. It was celebrated for this among 


the antients; and it is obſerved, that thoſe who love muſick, 
are generally good tempered, calm and gentle. 
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dcomely perſon, proper to be about the king's perſon, and 
the Lon [is] with him, he is remarkably favoured by 

19 providence. Wherefore Saul ſent meſſengers unto Jeſſe, 
And ſaid; Send me David thy ſon, which [is] with the 
20 ſheep. And Jeſſe took an aſs [laden] with bread, and 
a bottle of wine, and a kid, and ſent them] by David 
his fon unto Saul, as @ token of homage, reſpect and al- 
21 linge. And David came to Saul, and ftood before 


dum; Saul finding him to be ſuch a one as was repreſented, 


promoted him to a place of conſiderable honour, and he loved 
22 him greatly; and he became his armourbearer. And 
Saul ſent to Jeſſe, ſaying, Let David, I pray thee, 
+ © ſtand before me; for he hath found favour in my fight. 
He defires Feſſe's conſent that he might continue with him: 
tis was @ token of great kindneſs, that he would not keep 
23 lim without his father's conſent. And it came to paſs, 
when the [evil] ſpirit from God was upon Saul, that 
David took an harp, and played with his hand: fo 
Saul was refreſhed, and was well, and the evil fpirit 
dieparted from him; he had ſome lucid intervals, the tumult 
Ee his thoughts were compoſed, and he was. fit for the buſineſs 
E has ſtation. eons: + | 
ALE RET LECIION S, 
gl E learn, (what cannot be too often inculcated) 
8 the neceſſity of ſolemn preparation before we 
10 f 
to uſe 


in religious exerciſes : and tho” we are not required 

ceremonial obſervances, yet we muſt prepare our 
hearts by meditation, prayer, and ſerious conſideration, 
and get rid of other cares, that we may wait upon the Lord 
«vithout di traction. This 18 neceſſary, to render our ſervices 
comfortable to ourſelves, or acceptable to God throꝰ the 
2. We muſt reverence and fear that God who looketh 
into the heart, and diſeerns the temper and principle, the 
Afections and thoughts. Samuel, tho' a wiſe and good 
man, was deceived in Jeſſe's elder ſons, If we truſt to 
95 „ be outward 
© Josxynvs tells us that he added pſalms and hymns, which 
had à good effect upon Saul. | 
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outward appearances, we ſhall often be deceived. But let 
us always remember, that God ſearches the heart; he knows 
who will beſt fill up particular ſtations, and often fixes on 
thoſe perſons who to us ſeem moſt unfit; and rejects others, 
who appear moſt likely; but at length it will appear that 
we were miſtaken. Let this be a caution to us to guard 
our hearts; to ſee that we act upon right principles, and 
for good ends, for God cannot be deceived. We learn alſo, 

to judge of others by their tempers and ſouls, and not by 


outward appearances; to value. thoſe moſt, whoſe minds 


are moſt holy, whoſe tempers are kind and obliging; not 
thoſe who are only eminent for a comely countenance or 
height of ſtature; and who, like him whom Samuel thought 
the Lord would chooſe, are proud, ſurly and paſſionate. 

3. How miſerable is that perſon from whom the Lord is 
departed, and his ſpirit withdrawn! When the ſpirit of the 
Lord departed from Saul he was in a fad condition, grew 
fretful and revengeful; ſometimes melancholy, ſometimes 
mad and outrageous. There is not a more -pitiable crea- 
ture on this fide, hell, than the man who is forſaken of God, 
and given up a prey to his o heart's luſts. No one needs 
a worſe puniſnment, than to have his own paſſions let looſe 
upon him, and thg reftraints of divine grace taken away. 
May we learn therefore highly to value, and diligently to 
ſeek and cheriſh, the influences of the good ſpirit of God 
to guard againſt. every iniquity, eſpecially wilful rebel- 
lion and diſobedience; for this will provoke God to take 
away his holy ſpiritz and no dignity or power can ſecure 
the poſſeſſion of it, May we learn to conſider the dif. 
pleaſure of God, and the abſence of his good ſpirit, as the 
greateſt of all evils; for thus faith the Lord, Hoſ. ix. 12. 
Moe alſa to them when I depart from them! | 


r 


In the former chapter we had an account of David heing at 
court , here we find him in the camp. . Goliath challenges the 
mies of Iſrael; David accepts the challenge, and gains the 

... Uifory; upon which Saul enguires particularly about him. 

1 NOW 
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OW the Philiſtines took were of SauPs lunacy 
and incapacity for bufineſs, and nur together 
their armies to battle, and were er at 
Shochoh, which [belongeth] to Fi and and pitched 
between Shochoh and 2. in Ephes-dammum, or 
2 the 2 of Dammim. And Saul and the men of Iſrael 
were gathered together, and pitched” by the valley of 
. Elah; and ſet the battle in array againſt the Philiſtines. 
8 And the Philiſtines 60d on a mountain on the one fide, 
and Iſrael ftood on a mountam on the other fide: and 
- [there was] a valley between them. 
4 And there went out a champion out of deen po the 
Philiſtines, named Goliath, of Gath, one of the Anakims 
<oho fled from N (fee ch. xi. 22.) whoſe height [was] 
fix cubits'and a „more than three yards. And [he 
had] an helmet o braſs u pon his head, and he i (ws 
armed, or © cloathed, with: a a coat of mail; the 
#2 weight of the coat [was] five thouſand fliekels of braſs, 
6 er about a bundred and half. And [he had] greaves of 
- braſs upon his legs, and a target of hrafs between his 
7 ſhoulders. - And the ſtaff of his ſpear [was] like a wea- 
vers beam; and his ſpear's head { weighed] fix hundred 
 ſhekels of iron, about twenty five pounds : and one bear- 
« ing a ſhield went before him And he ſtood and cried 
unto the armies of Iſrael, and ſaid unto them, Why 
are ye come out to ſet [your] battle in array? [am] not 
1 a Philiſtine, and ye ſervants to Saul? chooſe you a 
9 man for you, and Jet him come'down'to me. If he be 
able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be 
pour fervants: but if 1 1 againſt him, and kill 
10 him, then ſhall ye be our ervants; and ſerve us. And 
the Philiſtine ſaid, I defy the armies of Iſrael this day; 
give me 2 man, that we may fight together, and by 
11 fenple combat decide the day. When Saul and all Iſrael 
heard thoſe words of the Philiſtine, they were diſmay- 
end, and greatly afraid, there was not @ man that dur 
bool him in the face; even Jonathan was diſmayed, and 
"found no ehe to attack _ this work was reſerved for 


did. 


ak, 12 Now 


\ 
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12 Now David [was] the ſon of that Ephrathite of 
Beth-lehem-judah, whoſe name [was] Jeſſe; and he 
had eight ſons: and the man went among men [for] 
an old man in the days of Saul, and was therefore excuſed 

13 from going to war. And the three eldeſt ſons of Jeſſe 
went [and] followed Saul to the battle: and the names 
of his three ſons that went to the battle [were] Eliab 
the firſt born, and next unto him Abinadab, and the 

14 third Shammah. And David [(was] the youngeſt: and 

15 the three eldeſt followed Saul. But David went and 
returned from Saul to feed his father's ſheep at Beth- 

lehem, SauPs fits being now over and his fever become con- 

16 ſtant. And the Philiftine drew near morning and 

17 evening, and preſented himſelt forty days, And Jeſſe 
faid unto David his ſon, Take now for thy. brethren 
an ephah of this parched [corn,] and theſe ten loaves, 


18 and run to the camp to thy brethren; And carry 


theſe ten cheeſes unto the captain jus pag. thou- 
ſand, that he might ſhow them favoar, and not put them 
xpou any deſperate ſervice, and look how thy brethren 
fare, and take their pledge, bring a token that they 

19 are alive and well. Now Saul, and they, and all the 

men of Iſrael, [were] in the valley of fighting 
with the Philiſtines, or Airmiſbing, and ready ta fight. 

20 And David roſe up early in the morning, and left the 
ſheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jeſſe had 
commanded him; and he came to the trench, or place 
of the carriage, as the hoſt was going forth to the fight, 
and ſhouted for the battle; - he found the army drawn up, 
the Philiſtine champion vapouring as uſual, and ſaw the 

21 panict into which the Iſraelites were ſtruck. For Iſrael and 

the Philiſtines had put the battle in array, army againſt 


22 army. And David left his carriage, he proviſions he 


had brought to tes brethren, in the hand of the keeper of 
the carriage, and ran into the army, and came and 
23 ſaluted his brethren. And as he talked with them, 


behold, there came up the champion, the Philiſtine of 


SGath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Phi: 
liſtines, and ſpake according to the ſame words as 
24 before, v. 8. and David heard them.] And all the 
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men of Iſrael, when they ſaw the man, fled from him, 
25 and were ſore afraid. And the men of Iſrael ſaid, Have 
pye ſeen this man that is come up? ſurely to defy Irael 
is he come up: and it ſhall be, [that] "the man who 
killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, 
and will give him his daughter, and make his father's 
26 houſe free in Iſrael, from all taxes and cuſtoms. And 
David ſpake to the men that ſtood by him, ſaying, 
What ſhall be done to the man that killeth this Phi- 
-  liſtine, and taketh away the reproach from Iſrael? he 
enquires more particularly into the reward that was to be 
given, and then adds, for who [is] this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine, that he ſhould defy the armies of the living 
God ? He was not ſo much moved by the reward, as by 
27 ke God and his covenant.” And the people anſwered 
him after this manner, ſaying, So it be done to 
28 the man that killeth him. And Eliab his eldeſt brother 
heard when he ſpake unto the men; and Eliab's anger 
was kindled againſt David, he tas moved with envy and 
229 , and he faid, Why cameſt thou down hither ? 
and with — haſt thou left thoſe few ſheep in the 
wilderneſs? I know thy pride, and the naughtineſs of 
tine heart; for thou art come down that thou might. 
eſt ſee the battle. This was very unkind language, imputing 
W his coming there 0 nothing but curioſity and pride; and in- 
timales, \that he was more fit to tend a few fheep, than to 
9 fight 4 giant. And David returned a very mild anſwer, 
and faid; What have I now done? is there] not a cauſe? 
had I not reaſon enough far coming here, when my father 
ſent me, and for making this e, when Mac a we 
and God are defied ? - 
And he turned from him eee and ſpake 
after the fame manner: and the people anſwered him 
31 again after the former manner. And when the words 
were heard which David ſpake, they rehearſed [them] 
32 -before Saul: and che ſent for him. And David faid to. 
Saul, Let no man's heart fail becauſe of him; thy ſer- 
33. Vant wilt go and fight with this Philiſtine. And Saul 
* fad to: David, Thou art not able to !ga againſt this 
* to fight with him: for thau arthur] Wat: 


1 
LY 


4. 
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and he a man of war from his youth; out of kindneſs to 


34 David he would not have him to venture his life. And 


David, with great dignity and humility, ſaid unto Saul, 
Thy ſervant kept his father's hop, and there came a 
lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock : 
35 And I went out after him, and {mote him, and de- 
livered [it] out of his mouth: and when he aroſe againſt 
me, I caught [him] by his beard, and ſmote him, and 
36 flew him. Thy ſervant flew both the lion and the bear; 
and this uncircumciſed Philiſtine ſhall be as one of 
them, ſeeing he hath defied the armies of the living 
37 God. David ſaid moreover, The Loxd that delivered 
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philiſtine. David encouraged himſelf by three arguments, 
his ſucceſs againſt theſe beaſts, the uncircumciſion of the Phi- 
 biftine, and that he had defied the armies of the living God; 
therefore he. aſſured himſelf of ſucceſs. And when Saul 
found him to be @ man of ſo much courage, Feſolution and 
Faith, he ſaid unto David, Go, and the Lob be with 
: thee... N ee 
38 And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put 
an helmet of brafs upon his head; alſo he armed him 
39 With a coat of mail. And David girded his fword upon 
his armour; and he aſſayed to go; for he had not 
proved [it.] And David ſaid unto. Saul, I cannot go 
with theſe; for I have not proved them ;] not having 
been accuſtomed to them, they were rather an incumbrancs 
40 than an help to him. And David put them off him; And 
he took his ſtaff in his hand, and choſe him five: ſmooth 
ſtones out of the brook, and put them in a ſhepherd's 
bag which he had, even in a ſerip; and his fling [ was] 
| in bis had; and to ſbow that he did not fear him, he 
41 drew near to the . Phihſtine. And the Philiſtine came 
on and drew near unto. David; and the man that bare 
42 the ſhield [went] before him. And when the Phi- 
liſtine looked about, and ſaw David, he diſdained hin = 
for he was [but] a voutch, and ruddy, and of a fair 
countenance ,; „e expected to have met ſome tall, robuſt per- 
en; but finding a youth coming, who was not like a2oarrior, 


but 
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8 K 


4 —— 


— — 


43 And the Philiſtine ſaid unto David, [Am] 


47 is a God in Iſrael. And all this a 
that the Logp ſaveth not with ſword and ſpear, or any 


cut offf his theadithbrewith!"* And when the Philiſtines 
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but amiable rather than terrible, he thus „ him, 


a dog, 


that thou comeſt to me with ſaves ? And the Philiſtine 


. curſed David by his gods, prayed Dagon and Aſhtaroth 


to deftroy him; a circumſtance which David no doubt con- 


44 fidered as a token for good. And the Philiſtine ſaid to 


David, Come to me, and I will give thy fleſh unto 
the fowls of the air, and to the beaſts of the field. 


45 Then ſaid David to the Philiſtine, in the moſt noble, 


courageous, and pious language, Thou comeſt to me with 
a ſword, and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield: but 
J come to thee in the name of the Loxp of hoſts, the 
God of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied. 


46 This day will the Loxp deliver thee into mine hand; 


and I will ſmite thee, and take thine head from thee; 
and I will give the carcaſes of the hoſt of the Philiſtines 
this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beaſts 
of the earth; that all the earth may know that there 

fembly ſhall know 


human force: for the battle [is] the Lory's, and he 


will give you into our hands; it is the Lord's cauſe, and 
485 he will make it ſucceſsful. And it came to paſs, when 


the Philiſtine aroſe, and came, and drew nigh, falking 
on with ſtate and inſolence, to meet David, that David 
haſted, and while - the Iſraelites were pitying David, and 


the Philiſtines deſpifing him, he ran towards the army to 
- 49 meet the Philiſtine. And David put his hand in his 


bag, and took thence a ſtone, and flang lis and ſmote 
the Philiſtine in his forehead, that the 


beaver of tus helmet, or that part tolnch covers the forehead, 


dat probably turned up in ſcorn, and fearing no danger to 
30 that: plate, God direfted the flone there. So David pre- 
Vvailed over the Philiſtine with a fling and with a ſtone, 


and ſmote the Philiſtine, and flew him; but [there 


51 was] no {word/1n the hand of David. Therefore David 


ran, and: Rood upon the Philiſtine, and took his fword, 
and drew it out of the ſheath thereof, and flew him, and 


ſaw 


one ſunk into 
his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth; the 


e 
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ſaw their champion was dead, they fled ; they did not 
throw down their arms and become ſervants to Saul, as 
Goliath had promiſed, but ran away. 

52 And the men of Iſrael and of Judah aroſe, and 
ſhouted, and purſued. the Philiſtines, David probably 
leading the way, until thou come to the valley, and to 
the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philiſtines 
fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and 

53 unto Ekron; great multitudes were deſtroyed. And the 
children of Iſrael returned from chaſing after the Phi- 

Alſtines, and they ſpoiled their tents. 

54+ And David took the head of the Philiſtine, and after 
he had ſhowed it to Saul, he brought it to Jeruſalem: but 
he put his armour in his tent, and N laid it up 

55 in the tabernacle, ch. xxi. 9. And when Saul ſaw David 

go forth againſt the Philiſtine, he ſaid unto Abner, the 
captain of the hoſt, Abner, whoſe ſon [is] this youth ? 
And Abner faid, [As] thy foul liveth, O king, I can- 
not tell; Saul memory was probably much impaired, and 
at it was a year or two fince David had left the court, he 
was altered in ſtature, and now had on his ſhepherd's dreſs. 
Abner might have been from home on ſome expedition while 
David was with Saul, and for that reaſon did not know him 
56 now. And the king ſaid, Enquire thou whoſe ſon the = 
57 ſtripling [is.] And as David returned from the ſlaugh- I 
ter of the Philiftines, Abner took him, and broug t N 
him before Saul with the head of the Philiſtine in Eis | 9 
58 hand. And Saul ſaid to him, Whoſe ſon [art] thou, i-4 j 
you! Joung man? And David anſwered, [I am] the A 
n of thy ſervant Jeſſe the Beth-lehemite, and laid the 
head of his enemy at his feet. nk 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. O W worthy of imitation by all young people, is | 
the kunilliy and — 2 David. He ſeemed 1 
to be diſmiſſed from court, that he might retire to a | 
— ivate life; tho he knew what God intended him 
- He did not appear to be fond of pre · eminence, but | 
was content in an humble ſtation, till God ſhould call him = 
Vor. III. H ; out. 1 1 
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out to a more publick and honourable one. Let youn 
people learn, that humility is the greateſt ornament, 
the beſt preparative for advancement in the world; above 
all, that it is the way to ſecure the favour of God; who 
refifteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. N 

2. We ſee the folly and wickedneſs of a proud, envious 

ſpirit. With what pride, ill nature, and rudeneſs did 
liab treat David! but this was a ſure ſign of a baſe, 
cowardly ſpirit. He chode and trampled upon him, as if 
unworthy of his notice. It is to be feared this is too much 
the caſe with many elder brothers, who think they have a 
right to domineer over the younger. Men of proud, en- 
vious ſpirits, often run into indecent language, indul 
ndleſs jealoufies, and cenſure very unjuſtly. It ſhould 
our care to guard againſt this temper, and honour vir- 
tue and merit wherever we ſee it. Let brethren eſpecially 
be kind, obliging, and affable, one to another. 

3. We learn, not to render. railing for railing. David was 
undoubtedly diſpleaſed at this unkind and unjuſt treatment, 
but he kept himſelf from paſſion, and with a ſoft anſwer 
turned away wrath. Tho? he had reaſon on his fide, he did 
not rail, and return the abufive language, but bore it with 
an excellent temper. We have never more reaſon to 
our heart and tongue than when we meet with ill treatment 
and ſcurrilous ez tally when we are conſcious 
we do not deferve it. David, when ruling his own ſpirit, 

was more honourable than when killing Goliath. He that 
hath rule over his own ſpirit, and ſhows it by bridling his 
tongue, is better than the mighty. 
4. The ſervants of God ought to take encouragement 
from former appearances of providence in their favour. 
How wiſely and piouſly did David argue, that God would 
deliver him, becauſe he had done ſo out of the paw of the 
lion and the bear. He recolle&ed what he had done, that he 
ſtill had the ſame power, and therefore truſted that he would 
do it. So St. Paul reaſons, (ſome think with alluſion to 
wad gt A delivered out of the mouth of the lion; and 
the Lord ſhall deliver me from every evil work, and will pre- 
ſerve me unto his heavenly kingdom. ; bo. 

| Ip . 5. We 
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5. We learn from the whole ſtory, that the ſtrong man 
ſhould not glory in his ſtrength. Goliath, tho” one of the 
talleſt men that ever lived, proportionably ſtrong, and 
well armed, was overcome by a contemptible ſtone from 
David's fling. This monſter, with his armour and weapons, 
was all 8 down at once. How vain is it to boaſt of 
ſtrength | What a mean thing to glory in, when life is ſo 
rious, and fo eaſily taken away. Let the enemies of 
God and his people, who proudly defy him and his armies, 
ſee how eaſily he can pour contempt upon them, and fink 
their glory in the duſt. Let us all remember that piety is 
the and ornament of the man; and while 
Goliath's pride and vapouring is brought down, pious, 
humble David is the man whom God delighteth to honour. 


— 
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v0, AF... AVIILE 
We have here David's honour, Saul's envy, and his attempts to 
I ND it came to paſs, when he had' made an end 
of ſpeaking unto Saul, that the ſoul of Jonathan 
was knit with the foul of David, and Jonathan loved 
2 him as his own foul.” And Saul took him that day, 
and would let him go no more home to his father's 
3 houſe, but would have him to be always with him, Then 
Jonathan and David made a covenant, becauſe he loved 
him as his own ſoul; they ſolemnly entered into a league of 
perpetual friendſhip, which extended to themſelves and their 
4 poſterity. And Jonathan ſtripped himſelf of the robe 
that [was] upon him, and gave it to David, and his 
garments, even to his — 285 and to his bow, and 2 
2 | $ 


f Probably David ſaid ſomething more than we have a particu · 
lar account of ; which might further diſcover his 8 modeſty, 
courage, and piety. Jonathan loved him for theſe excellent vir- 
tues, and the ſervices he had done for God, for the king, and 
for all Iſrael. A wiſe providence intended this for the preſerya- 
tion of David, that he might have a friend at court to intercede 
for him, to give him notice of danger, and ſupport and comfort 
him under all his difficulties and ill uſage. 


. 
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ais girdle, that he might do him honour, and ſee him habited 
5 ſuitably to the noble exploits he had per . And David 
| went out whitherſoever Saul ſent him, [and] behayed 
himſelf wiſely: and Saul ſet him over the men of war, 
made him captain of the guards, andhe was accepted in the 
" fight of all the people, and alſo in the fight of Saul's 
. 27 | ſervants; he had the good will of Saul, of his courtiers, of 
—_—.. the ſoldiers, and of all the people ;, but it was ſtill a greater 
3 honour that he had grace to bear all this without pride and 
$ arrorance. | * #7 mo | 
=: - 6 Andi it came to paſs as they came, when David was 
= returned from the ſlaughter of the Philiſtine, that the 
women came out of all cities of Iſrael, ſinging and 
* ETSY dancing, to meet king Saul, when he returned from his 
camp to his palace at Gibeah, with tabrets, with joy, and. 
7 with inſtruments of mufick. And the women anfwered 
[one another] as they played, and faid, Saul hath flain 
tis thouſands, and David his ten thouſands, in ſlaying 
Goliath, and thus making way for the deſtruttion of the Phi- 
8 Mines. And Saul was very wroth, and the ſaying diſf- 
_ Pleaſed him, is angry paſſions began to riſe; he ſaid, 
They have aſcribed unto David ten thouſands, and to 
me they have aſcribed [but] thouſands: and [what] 
can he have more but the kingdom? He now ſuſpeed 
9 David was the perſon Samuel referred to as his ſucceſſor. And 
Saul eyed David from that day and forward, with envy 
and malice, and watched to ſee whether he took any ſteps ta 
undermine him and gain the throne. 
10 And it came to paſs on the morrow, that the evil 
_ ſpirit from God came upon Saul, kis diſcontented, angry, 
melancholy diſpoſition, expoſed him to the attack of the evil 
ſpirit, and he prophefied in the midſt of the houſe: * 
and David played with his hand, as at other times: and 
11 [there was] a javelin in Saul's hand. And Saul caſt 
the javelin; for he ſaid, I will ſmite David even to the 
wall [with it.] And David avoided out of his-preſence- 
1 | | twice, 
1 The original is, he made him/elf a „or feigned himſelf 
to be 4 a 8 ng ls 2 oo and. 


uſed ſuch bgns and geſtures as prophets uſaally did, to lull David 
. aſleep, that he might not ſuſpe& any danger. ; | 
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12 twice, And -Saul was afraid of David, becauſe the 
Lon was with him, and was departed from Saul; his 
confirmed his opinion that he wwas the man defigned for the 
13 kingdom: Therefore Saul removed him from him, em- 
+ Played him abroad in warlite and dangerous expeditions, 
' hoping he might be flain in ſome of them, or that he ſhould 
| find an opportunity of deſtroying him prroately, and made 
him his captain over a thouſand; and he went out and 
14 came in before the people. And David behaved him- 
ſelf wiſely in all his ways, there was no fault in his conduct; 
15 and the Lorp [was] with him. Wherefore when Saul 

- ſaw that he behaved himſelf very wiſely, he was afraid 
of him; us increaſed Saul's ſuſpicion and — revenge. 
156 But all Iſrael and Judah loved David, becauſe he went 
cout and came in before them; all the tribes of Iſrael, 
eſpecially that of Fudah, loved David. He headed them in 
all their expeditions, and his prudent condut?, courage, and 
© ſucceſs gained their affeftion. 8 
17 And Saul ſaid to David, Behold my elder daughter 
Merab, her will 1 give thee, to wife: only be thou 
 ,, valiant for me, and fight the Loxp's battles: Saul was 
. obliged to do this, according to his promiſe for killing 

Goliath; but David's humility would not allow him to claim 
it, now Saul offers it. And can any thing be more kind than 
to offer him his daughter? or any thing more religious than 
to wiſh ſucceſs to the Lord's battles? yet this treacherous 
wretch never intended more miſchief to David, or more 
unfaithfulneſs to God, than at this time. For Saul ſaid, 
Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand of 

the Philiſtines be upon him; he did not care to murder 
im himſelf, but would be glad to have him fall by the 
18 hands of the Philiſtines. And David modeſtly anfevered, 
and {aid unto Saul, Who [am] I? and what ſis] my 
life, [or] my father's family in Iſrael, that I ſhould be 
ſon in law to the king? wy/elf and my family are too mean 
to expelt ſuch an honour, yea, even the hazarding my life 


* 


19 cannot deſerve it. But it came to pals at the time when 
 Merab Saul's daughter ſhould have been given to 
David, that ſhe was given unto Adriel the Meholathite 
to wife. The match had been delayed to endear it the more: 


H 3; at 
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at length, when his hopes were at the higheſt, his affeflions 
- fixed, and the time appointed, Saul broke it off at once; 
perhaps to raiſe David's reſentment that he might have 
. ſome pretence for putting him to death. 
20 And Michal Saul's daughter loved David: and 
21 told Saul, and the — leaſed him. And Saul 
I will give him her, that he may be a ſnare to . 
that the hand of the Philiſtines may be againſt him. 
Wherefore Saul ſaid to David, Thou ſhalt this day be 
my ſon in law in [the one of] the twain, in the younger, 
tho not in the elder, hoping that ſhe would prove a wm 
22 to him, and join to execute a deſign againſt his life. 
Saul commanded his ſervants, 1 * 1 — 
with David ſecretly, and ſay, Behold, he king hath 
delight in thee, and all his ſervants love thee : now there- 
fore be the king's ſon in law. David was not forward 
to accept the offer, but the courtiers were commanded to urge 
him to it, by telling him that he had the a Dake of the kin 
23 and the people. And Saul's ſervants ſpake thoſe wo 
in the ears of David. And David lad, Seemeth it to 
you [a] light [thing] to be a king's ſon in law, ſeeing 
chat I [am] a poor man, and lightly eſteemed? [am not 
able to pay @ dowry, ſuch as a king might expect. This 
was the cuſtom of thoſe days, and was to Ze ſettled on the 
24 wife and her children, And the ſervants of Saul told 
25 him, ſaying, On this manner ſpake David. And Saul 
ſaid, Thus ſhall ye ſay to David, The king defireth not 
any dowry, but an hundred foreſkins of the Philiſtines, 
to pa avenged of the king's enemies. This was à pro- 
poſal which he thought David could not decline —_—_— — 
inputation of cowardice; but Saul, by pretendi 
Ea Aa the Pbiliſtines, thought to make David ll by 
e hand of the Philiſtines. And when his —— : 
told David theſe words, it pleaſed David well to be the 
- king's ſon in law: and the days for the bringing in the 
27 foreſkins were not expired. Wherefore David aroſe and 
went, he and his men, and ſlew of the Philiſtines two 
hundred men; and David brought their foreſkins, and 


Dr. Wart obſerves that the Greek verſion here has _ a hun- 
dred. Comp. v. 25, and David's own words, 2 Sam. iii. 14+ EviT, 
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they gave them in full tale to the king, that he might 
be the king's ſon in law. And Saul gave him Michal 

his daughter to wife. "BS 
28 And Saul ſaw and knew that the Loxp [was] with 
David, and that] Michal Saul's daughter loved him, 
ndnd had too much affettion for her huſband to join in his 
29 baſe deſigns. And Saul was yet the more afraid of 
David, becauſe his 2er againſt his life had mi ſcarried, 
and the way was paved for him to the throne by his being 
. -the king's ſon in law; and Saul became David's enemy 
. continually, and every day was more fully bent to deſtroy 
30 him, Then the princes of the Philiſtines went forth 
to revenge the injury David had done them; and it came 

to paſs, after they went forth, [that] David behaved 
himſelf more wiſely than all the ſervants of Saul; ſo 
that his name was much ſet by; ke was highly efteemed 

by all, which raiſed SauPs paſſion, and increaſed his zeal 
to deſtroy him. ery 


A bs REFLECTIONS. 

1. VI E ſee here an affecting inſtance of the vanity of 
"8 the world. Who ſo ſeemingly happy as David! 
He returned in triumph, Saul careſſed and advanced him, 
Jonathan the king's ſon made a league with him, the 
King's daughter fell in love with him, the courtiers and 
ſoldiers eſteemed him, and he was beloved by all the peo- 
ple; yet this was the beginning of his ſorrows; and innu- 
merable artifices were made uſe of to deſtroy him. See 
what ſlippery places great men ſtand in; and what little 

on there is to enyy their condition. David was much 
happier when a ſhepherd, than now. Let us learn con- 
tentment in a low condition, and check the rifings of 
ambition. The greater height, the greater danger. 

2, See what a malignant nan envy is, and what a 
dæmon it turns a man into. Never was SauPs breaſt ſo fit 


a lodging for the evil ſpirit, as when full of envy. He 

needed no worſe ſpirit than his own to torment him. The 

caſe was, David had behaved well, and the women gave 

Saul more and David leſs than he deſerved; * 
H 4 


rer. . 


does his envy and reſentment riſe! It is plain tht the {| 

of God is de parted from men, when they can bear 2, wi 

no one raiſe? but themſelves; when they are jealous and 

| ſuſpicious of every body about them; can well undefign- 

4 affronts, and are peeviſh and ill natured i in their lan 
wiſh which is from above is different from this, it is 
le and gentle; but where envy and ſtrife is, there is every 

Foil os” 

3. Thoſe that behave wiſely, and have God with them, 
ought to be reverenced and loved. The reſpe& which 
Saul's courtiers. and ſoldiers paid to David, was no more 
than he deſerved; even Saul feared him. The way to ſecure 
eſteem and reſpect, is to behave ourſelves gently. « Men, as 
Mr. Heznzy obſeryes, think the way to be fearcd is is to huff, 
and hector, and threaten; which makes them feared by 
fools only, but deſpiſed by the wiſe and good. Whereas 
the way to be both feared and loved, feared by thoſe to 
whom we would wiſh to be a terror, and loved 4 thoſe to 
whom we would wiſh to be a delight, is to behave our- 
ſelves gently, prudently, and circumſpectly, humbly and 
unblameably.“ Wiſdom makes the face to bine; it commands 
eſteem and xeſſ 

4. If David reckoned it ſuch an honour to be Saul's ſon 
in law, what an honour is it to be 7 and daughters of 
the Janes vi EP: the King of King avid ſpeaks of the 

great reſpect, e Mme ops many de- 

qualities, 115 1 an * then, haye the 

4 to call God their father, and to receive the tokens 
of his love and care; and an heavenly inheritance! If this 
is 2 light matter to any of us, we know not the dignity and 
happineſs reſultin from i it. But every good man will ſay 
with John, 1 Epiſtle, i. 3. Behold, a manner of love the 
E beftowed upon us, Hat we fouls be called the ſons of 


| . 


CH AP. XIX. 
David fpoke by experience tren he ſaid, * Many are te offi 


tions of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him aut bes 
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all.“ Here are four remarkable eſcapes oe from deſtruttion , 

* the firſt by Jonathan's interpaſilion; the ſecond by his own 

aclivih; the third by means of his wife, 2 the fourth 2 
the immediate hand of God. 


ND Saul ſpake to Jonathan his ſon, and to all 

his ſervants, that they ſhould kill David; uhen 

Js could not deſtroy him by craft, he proclaimed open enmity, 
and hopes the courtiers would kill him, or at leaſt that Jona- 
than would, out of regard to his father's authority and his 

2 own intereſt, But Jonathan Saul's ſon delighted much 
in David: and Jonathan told David, ſaying, Saul my 


2 ſeeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, 


take heed to thyſelf until the morning, and abide in a 
on place, ] and hide thyſelf ; when hz courtiers found 
pins pry 4 — againſt David, none of them durſt 
e for him, but Jonathan his faithful friend. 
e informed Dog of the private orders which had been 
given, and exhorted him to hide himſelf immediately. And 1 
Kl go out and ſtand beſide my father in the field where 
thou art,] I will attend him in his morning walk, ar to 
his military exerciſes, and I will commune-with my father 
of thee, I will plead thy cauſe, perhaps his anger may have 
abated, and his mind be changed; and what 1 fee, that I 
will tell thee, that if neceſſary thou mayeſt eſcape at once. 
And Jonathan ſpake good of David unto Saul his 
father, and faid unto him, Let not the fig againſt 
his ſervant, againſt David; becauſe he ha — 
againſt thee, and becauſe his works [have been] to thee- 


5 — For he did put his life in his hand, and 
Lerche Pf : 


flew the ne, and the Loxp wrought . 
vation for all Iſrael: thou ſaweſt ¶ it,] and didſt 
wherefore then wilt thou fin againſt innocent blood, to 


6 ſlay David without a cauſe ?* And Saul hearkened unto - 


the 


Þ What a goble ack of difinterefted friendſhip! to plead his cauſe 
before his ſworn enemy, and a man of ſach violent paſſions. He 
ſuggeſted to his father what a fin and a diſhonour it would be 
to Hay ſo faithful a ſervant, who had hazarded his life and ſaved 


a whole nation. There was a great deal of ſkill and delicacy in 


is addreſs; had he ſaid more of David's merits, it would onl 
inflamed Saul's enmity ;. and therefore he choſe to ſele& * 
inſtance 
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about the head of the image, the better to reſe 
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the voice of Jonathan: and Saul ſware, [As] the Loxp 
liveth he ſhall not be ſlain: but he did not continue long in 

7 this good mind. And Jonathan called David, and Jona- 
than ſhowed him all thoſe things. And Jonathan 
brought David to Saul, and he was in his preſence as 

in times paſt. 
8 And. there was war again : and David went out 
with his thouſand men, * rht with the Philiſtines, 
and flew them with a great flaughter; and they fled 
from him. This ſucceſs raiſed SauPs. envy and malice. 
9 And the evil ſpirit from the Loxp was upon Saul, as 
he ſat in his houſe with his javelin in his hand, 2 

- | wwere then uſed for ſceptres: — David played with [his] 

70 hand. 3 forgetting his oath, as raſh fwearers 

2 ſought to ſmite David even to the wall with 

e javelin; * he ſlipped away out of Saul's preſence, 

and he ſmote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, 

11 and eſcaped that night. Saul, having added perjury to his 

- " other crimes, lus conſcience being grown ſeared and his deſigns 

deſperate,” alſo ſent meſſengers unto David's houſe, to 


+ watch' him, and to ſlay him in the morning: and 


2 David's wife, having intelligence from court, per- 
F a nr om Jonathan, told him, 27 f thou ſave not 
12 thy life to-night, to-morrow thou halt be ſlain. So 
Michal let David down through a window: and he 
13 went, and fled, and eſcaped. And Michal took an 
image, and laid it] in the bed, and * 
goats [hair] for his bolſter, or rather, put fair 
le David, 
4 and covered [it] with a cloth. And when Saul ſent 
meſſengers to take David, ſhe ſaid, He [is] fick, and 
Probabiy ſhowed them the bed, to prevent their ſuſpicion; 
and they had ſo much humanity as not to diftreſs kim, but 
went to inform Saul, which gave David more time to eſcape. 
15 And Saul ſent the meſſengers [again] to Jee — 
Ving, 


inſtance, in which Saul had ſome merit and much complacency, 


and it had the happieſt effect. 
It was now he compoſed the fifty ninth pſalm, which ſhows 


the diſpoſition his mind was in, and may be properly read after 
this al 


I. SAMUEL. XIX. 107 


ſaying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may 
ſlay him. He would not wait to ſee whether his fickneſs 
would prove mortal or not, but orders them to bring him, 
ck or well, that he might have the pleaſure to diſpatch him 
16 with his own hand. And when the meſſengers were 
come in, behold, [there was] an image in the bed, with 


17 a pillow —_ [hair] for his bolſter. And Saul ſaid 


unto Michal, Why haſt thou deceived me fo, and ſent 
away mine enemy, that he is eſcaped ? Saul did not ex- 
pelt to be ſerved ſo by his daughter; but providence made 
her, tho" intended to be his ruin, the means of his deliverance. 
And Michal anſwered Saul, He faid unto me, Let me 
go; why ſhould I kill thee? Here ſbe told another lie, 
which is no way excuſeable; tho her love to her huſband is 
commendable. Before ſhe behaved like David's wife, but 
now hike SauPs daughter. David was not ſuch an imperious, 
brutiſh huſband ;, but ſhe ſaid any thing to turn the edge of 
 SaubPs reſentment. tet; 
18 So David fled, and eſcaped, and came to Samuel to 
Ramah, for direction and protection, and told him all 
that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went 
19 and dwelt in Naioth. And it was told Saul, ſaying, 
Behold, David [is] at Naioth in Ramah. | 
20 And Saul, forgetting the reverence due to Samuel and the 
Pudents, ſent meſſengers to take David: and when they 
ſaw the 2 of the prophets propheſying, /inging 
divine ſongs, celebrating the praiſes of God in ſublime 
and rapturous ftrains, and Samuel ſtanding [as] appoint- 
ed over them, to inſtru, moderate, and dirett them in 
their holy exerciſe, the ſpirit of God was upon the meſſen- 
gers of Saul, and they alſo propheſied; they either forgot 
id, or their minds were brought into ſo good a frame 
21 that they durſt not do ſo ill a thing. And when it was told 
Saul, he ſent other meſſengers, and they propheſied 
likewiſe. And. Saul ſent meſſengers again the third 
time, and they propheſied alſo, all were diverted from their 


22 purpoſe. Then went he himſelf alſo to Ramah, (ſurpriſing 
. © obſtinacy!) and came to a great well that [is] in Sechu : 
and he aſked and ſaid, Where [are] Samuel and David? 
And [one] ſaid, Behold, they be] at Naioth in Ra- 
ak mah. 
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23 mah. And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah : and 
the Spirit of God was upon him alſo, and he went on, 
and propheſied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah ; God 

him beforchand that it was in vain he attempted 10 

24 take David, whom God defended. And he ſtripped off his 
clothes alſo, and propheſied before Samuel in like man- 
ner, and lay down naked all that day and all that night. 
| Wherefore they ſay, [1s] Saul alſo among the prophets ? 


REFLECTIONS. 


E may obſerve, there is no 8 
placed on a man of ungoverned on. A 
Furious man, faith Solomon, abideth in tranſgreſion. David 
had every thing to ſecure him from violence, that would 
be likely to influence a reaſonable man; goodneſs, merit, 
ſervices, affinity; Saul's reaſon was on his fide; he 

ad bound himſelf by an oath not to hurt him; yet he 

overlooked and broke thro? all. There is no truſting to a 
. | 


Fo ar Sg the better. —— i 
man; and with 4 furious man thou ſbalt nat go ; ft thou learn | 
| his ways, and get a ſnare to thy ſoul. Prov. Xii. 24, 25. 

2. We ſce, that the hearts of all men are in God's hand, 
and he can turn them which way ſoever he will. He won- 
derfully over-ruled Saul's —— for David's ruin; 
turned his meſſengers for a while into prophets, and at 
length Saul himſelf alſo. God's power is not confined to 
places or perſons ; he has innumerable ways to confound 
the enenues of his people, —— He 
can manage the hearts and tongues of men, ſo as to make 
them ſerve his own purpoſes. Let this preſerve us from 
the fear of man, and excite us to courage and reſolution in 
the way of duty for if God be for us, who hall be againſt 
15 | | 
* Extraordinary gifts are no proof of true grace A 
| man 

1/Without bis v garment ſo the phraſe is uſed the 
facred writers, and by many Greek and 2 authors. by 
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man may have excellent abilities, both natural and acquir- 
ed, yea, ſupernatural endowments, and yet continue ignorant 
of God and religion. Tho' Saul propheſied, his heart con- 
tinued corrupt and unchanged. Hence we learn, not to 
truſt to any gifts whatever, for thus faith the apoſtle Paul, 
Tho* I have the gift of prophecy, like Saul, and underſtand all 
myſteries, and all knowledge ; tho'T have all faith, ſo that I could 
remove mountains; th I beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, 
or give my body to be burned, and have not charity, I am nothing, 
1 Cor. xiii. 2, 3. And our Lord declares, Many will ſay to 
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name? 
and in thy name have caſt out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I profeſs unto them, I never 
knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Matt, 
vu. 22, 23. | 


| CH AP; . | 
bn this chapter David repreſents his preſent diftreſs to Jonas lan; 
who, upon diſcovering Saul's wicked diſpoſition, informs David 
of his danger; upon which they mutually renew their covenant 


of friendſhip, and affeFionately part from each other. 


= N D David, 2 the opportunity of Saul*s egſtacy, 
| A fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and ſaid 
ore Jonathan, What have I done? what [is] mine 
iniquity? and what [is] my fin before thy father, that 
he ſeeketh my life? He thought there muſt be ſome extraor- 
dinary reaſon for all this violent oppoſition, and wiſhed to 


know. it, as he was not conſtious to himſelf of amy irregu- 


2 larity. And he faid unto him, God forbid; thou ſhalt 
not die, thou needeſt not fear any ſuch thing : behold, my 
father will do nothing either great or ſmall, but that he 
will ſhow it me: and why ſhould my father hide this 
thing from me? it [is] not [ſo.] Jonathan ſeems not o 


have known all the ſteps that Saul taken, or truſted tos 
much to Saul's oath, or ſuppoſed he would be better when his 


3 frantic fit was over. And David ſware moreover, took a 


ſolemm oath that it was ſo, and ſaid,” Thy father certainly 


knoweth 
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knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; and he 
faith, Let not Jonathan know this, hat is, my reſolution 
to kill David, leſt he be grieved: but truly [as] the 
Lonbo liveth, and [as] thy ſoul liveth, {there is] but a 
ſtep between me and death, 7 and in extreme danger, like 
4 42 man on the edge of a precipice. Then ſaid Jonathan unto 
David, Whatſoever thy ſoul defireth, I will even do ſit} 
5 for thee, to diſcover SauPs intention and ſave thy life. And 
David ſaid unto Jonathan, Behold, to-morrow is] the 
new moon, and I ſhould not fail to fit with the king at 
meat: but let me go, that I may. hide myſelt in the 
6 field-unto the third [day] at even.“ If thy father at all 
miſs me, then ſay, David earneſtly . aſked [leave] of 
me, that he might run to Beth-lehem his city: for 
7 2 is] a yearly ſacrifice there for all the family.“ If 
e ſay thus, [It is] well; thy ſervant ſhall 3 - 
but if he be very wroth, [then] be ſure that evil is de- 
termined by him, you may conclude that ke is ſtill intent 
$ upon revenge. Therefore thou ſhalt deal kindly with thy 
ſervant, by informing me how Saul ſtands affected to me, and 
what is the cauſe of his anger; for thou haſt brought thy 
ſervant into a covenant of the Loxp with thee : not- 
withſtanding, if there be in me iniquity, if I have really 
done any thing deſerving of death, flay me thyſelf; for 
why ſhouldſt thou bring me to thy father? betray me to 
g him, by concealing his evil intentions from me. And Jona- 
than faid, Far be it from thee, hat thou ſhouldſt be put to 
death, either by me or my father: for if 1 knew certainly 
that evil were determined by my father to come upon 
+ thee, then would not I tell it thee ?- Surely this is the leaſt 
10 that I could do. Then ſaid David to Jonathan, Who 
- ſhall tell me? or what [if] thy father anſwer thee rough- 
| ly? 
= There was a ſolemn ſacrifice every new moon; this was kept 
for two days, becauſe the moofi ſometimes appeared in the even- 


ing and ſometimes in the — þ They ed on what was 
» 4 and David, as an officer the king's ſon, uſed to be 
there | 


» [t was the cuſtom of pious families to aſſemble at an yearly 
facrifice to ſtrengthen their mutual - affeftion, and join in thank» 
faulneſs to God for common mercies. 
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ly? How ſhall I be informed of it, for it will not be poſſible 
for thee to come thyſelf ? 
11 And Jonathan ſaid unto David, Come, and let us go 
cout into the field. And they went out both of them 
into the field, hat they might conſult the more privately 
12 about this matter. And Jonathan, whoſe heart was filled 
with generous friendſhip, and touched at the appr, of 
Being ſuſpetted by David, broke out into a pathelick exclama- 
tion, and (aid unto David, O Lord God of Iſrael, or, 
as ſome verſions read it, the Lord God be witneſs, when 1 
have ſounded my father about to-morrow any time, [or] 
the third [day,] and, behold, [if there be] good to- 
wards David, and I then ſend not unto thee, and ſhow - 
13 it thee; The Lorp do ſo and much more to Jonathan: 
but if it pleaſe my father [to do] thee evil, then I will. 
ſhow it thee, and ſend thee away, that thou mayeſt go 
in peace: and the Logrp be with thee, as he hath been 
14 with my father, and bring thee to the kingdom. And then 
thou ſhalt not only while yet I live, ſhow me the kind- 
15 neſs of the Logo, that I die not: But ſalſo] thou ſhalt 
not cut off thy kindneſs from my houſe r ever: no, 
not when the Lok o hath cut off the enemies of David 
16 every one from the face of the earth.? So Jonathan 
made [a covenant] with the houſe of David, with David 
and his poſterity, [ſaying,] Let the Logp even require 
[it] at the hand of David's enemies, let this imprecation. 
Fall upon any that ſhow themſelves to be David's enemies, and 
17 myſelf among the reſt, if I do ſo.? And Jonathan cauſed 
David to ſwear again, - becauſe he loved him: for he 
loved him as he loved his own ſoul, and thought he could - 
never do enough to ſecure his friendſhip. ern 
18 Then Jonathan laid @ plan to ſecure intelligence, and 
ſaid to David, To-morrow [is] the new moon: and 
thou ſhalt be miſſed, becauſe thy ſeat will be empty. 
19 And [when] thou haſt ſtayed three days, then] thou 
ſhalt go down quickly, and come to the place where 
e | thou 
® This probably refers to the barbarous cuſtom of the king's 
ſucceſſor laying all the royal family, to prevent diſturbance. 
It was in remembrance of this covenant that David was ſo 


kind to Mephibotheth, 
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22 to thee, and a> kar; ſas] the Lorp 
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thou didft hide thyſe}f when the buſineſs was [in hand,] 
and ſhalt remain by the tone Ezel, /o called, becauſe it 
ſhowed travellers the way; probably there was ſome inſcrip- 
20- tion upon it, as it was by the high way. And I will ſhoot 
three arrows on the fide rtheveof, ] as though I ſhot at 
a mark. Thus Fonathan was to ſhow David by a fign what 
he" <vas 10 do, left paſſengers or ſpies ſhould prevent their 
21 having an interview. And, d, I will ſend a lad, 
| leaving J Go, find out the arrows. If I Sly ſay 
lad, Behold, the arrows [are] on this ſide of 
thee; take them; then come thou: for mr is] peace 
iveth. But if 
1 ſay thus unto the young man, Behold, the arrows 
are] beyond thee; go thy way: for the Lond hath 
t thee away. And ſas touching] the matter which 
thou and I have ſpoken of, —— between — * v. 
16, 17, behold, the Lob [be] a witneſs or judge between 
thee and me for ever. 
24 So David, when the time was come, hid himſelf in the 
field: and when the new moon was come, the king, 
as wicked a man as he was, had ſome regard to the ſacred 
256 feaſt, and he ſat him down to eat meat. And the king 
ſat upon his ſeat, as at other times, [even] upon a ſeat 
=” the wall: and Jonathan aroſe, either when his father 
in, or to give his uncle Abner room, and Abner 


Saul's fide, and David's place was empty: Never- 
theleſs Saul ſpake not any thing that day: for he 
t, ſomething hath befallen him, he [is] not 
clean; ſurely he is] not clean; he has contrafted ſome 
ceremonial” pollution, which renders him unclean until” the 
27 evening. (See Lev. xi. 24. xv. 16.) And it came to 
paſs on the morrow, [which was] the ſecond [day of 
the month, that David's place was empty: aul 
- fd unto Jonathan his ſon, in à ſcornful and —.— 
mmer, Wherefore cometh not the ſon of Jeſſe to meat, 
29 neither yeſterday, nor to-day? And Jonathan anſwered 
Saul, David earneſtly aſked leave] of me, [to go] to 


29 Beth-lehem: And he ſaid, Let me go, I pray thee; 


for our family hath a facrifice in the city ; and my bro- 
ther, he hath commanded me [to be there: ] an * 
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if I have found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, I 
pray thee, and ſee my brethren. Therefore he cometh 


30 not unto the king's table. Then Saul's anger was 


kindled againſt Jonathan, he fuſpeFed that it was deſign- 
ed, and breaking out into a moſt furious paſſion, ſhowing no 
reverence for the company, nor regard for the feſtival, he 
ſaid unto him, Thou ſon of the perverſe rebellious 
ſwoman, ] or, thou perverſe rebel, do not I know that 
thou haſt choſen the ſon of Jeſſe to thine own confuſion, 
and unto the confuſion of thy mother's nakedneſs ? By 
choofing an enemy for thy friend, thou proveſt thyſelf not to 
be my ſon, that thy mother ts a falſe adultereſs, and thou 


31 unworthy to inherit the kingdom: For as long as the fon 


of Jeſſe liveth upon the ground, thou ſhalt not be 
eſtabliſhed, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now ſend 


and fetch him unto me, for he ſhall ſurely die. This 2 


32 little rouſed Jonathan's reſentment. And Jonathan anſwer- 


ed Saul his father with rather too much heat, And ſaid 
unto him, Wherefore ſhall he be flain? what hath 


33 he done? And Saul caſt a javelin at him to ſmite 


him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was determin- 
ed of his father to flay David; he knew there was no 
making any terms, or expectation of SauPs altering his ſenti- 


34 ments. So Jonathan aroſe from the table in fierce anger, 


and did eat no meat the ſecond day of the month: for 
he was grieved for David, this was on? reaſon, and be- 
cauſe his father had done him ſhame, had reproached and 
abuſed him, and attempted to take his life. 

And it came to paſs in the morning, that Jonathan, 
taking his bow and arrows, either for amuſement, or military 
exerciſe, went out into the field at the time appointed 


36 with David, and a little lad with him. And he faid 


unto his lad, Run, find out now the arrows which I 
ſhoot. [And] as the lad ran, he ſhot an arrow beyond 


37 him. And when the lad was come to the place of the 


arrow. which Jonathan had ſhot, Jonathan cried after 
the lad with à loud voice, ſo that David might hear him 


om under the rock, and eafily diſtinguiſh the word, beyond, 


fr 
38 and ſaid, . the arrow beyond thee? And Jona- 


than cried a 


Vol. III. 


r the lad, Make ſpeed, haſte, ſtay not. 
| _ And 
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And Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows, and came 
39 to his maſter. But the lad knew not any thing: only 
40 Jonathan and David knew the matter. And Jonathan 
gave his artillery unto his lad, and ſaid unto him, Go, 
carry them] to the city; ſeeing the coaſt clear and that 
there was no danger of a diſcovery, he was willing to have 

a4 ſhort interview. - | 
41 [And] as ſoon as the lad was gone, David aroſe out 
of [a place] towards the ſouth, and fell on his face to 
the ground, and bowed himſelf three times: and they 
_ -kifled one another, and wept one with another, until 
42 David exceeded.* And Jonathan ſaid to David, Go 
in peace, foraſmuch as we have ſworn both of us in the 
name of the Logp, ſaying, The Loxp be between me 
and thee, and between my ſeed and thy ſeed for ever. 
9h he aroſe and departed; and Jonathan went. into 
city. a rat 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. IN Jonathan here is a noble, heroic inſtance of faith- 
ful friendſhip. A friend loveth at all times, and a bro- 
ther is born for adverſity. He loved one that was to ſupplant 
him, one that was in adverſity. This was an extraordinary 
friendſhip, built on the pureſt principles. This 8 of 
candour, integrity, and ſteadineſs in friendſhip, deſerves 
our imitation. e that hath ſuch a friend, ſhould ſhow 
himſelf friendly, and make all poſſible returns. It was great 
kindneſs in Jonathan to hazard his own life in the ſervice 
of his friend. Greater love hath no man than tlus, to lay down 
his life for his friend; but God commendeth his love towards us, 
in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died for us; and after his 
PR | example, 
* David might becauſe he was baniſhed from his wife and 
family, his kindred, and the houſe of God. But it ſeems rather 
to be Jonathan's generoſity that overwhelmed David; that he was 
leaving ſuch a faithful friend, who had juſt ſaved his life at the 
hazard of his own, and that he was leaving him to- the fury of a 
madman, who would, if poſlible, deſtroy him for his regard to 
David. Both of them were too much affected to ſay much more, 
therefore Jonathan, who was leaſt moved, takes leave of him in = 
more calm, religiuus manner, reminding him of their mutual en- 
gegements and ſclemn covenant in the ſight of God. 
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example, we are commanded to be willing to lay down our 
lives for the brethren. * 
2. We have here a further proof, how much like a brute 
and 2 monſter, ungoverned paſſions make a man. Few are 
more hard to be convinced and reformed, than men of ſtrong 
paſſions and ungoverned ſpirits. In the example of Saul they 
may ſee, as in a glaſs, their own features. What a violent 
paſſion was he in with his own fon, who was dutiful, 
valiant and pious. Jonathan's conduct was no evidence 
that his mother was a perverſe, rebellious woman; but 
ionate men never ſeruple what they ſay, or whom they 


abuſe. Saul vented all the ſcandalous, ill natured words 


he could think of, and then attempted to kill him. Let 


perſons of hot and haſty tempers recollect this inſtance, and 


read this ſtory again and again; let maſters of families and 
parents often reflect upon it; that _ the odiouſneſs of 
anger and paſſion, they may treat their ſervants with mild- 
neſs and their children with tender affection. Fathers, 
provoke not your children to wrath; but, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, put on bowels of affection, compaſſion; and 
gentleneſs; forbearing and forgiving one another, even as God 
for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you, | 


* 455 CH AP. XXI. 


David impoſing upon Ahimelech, gets proviſions and a ſword; he 
flies to Gath, and impoſeth on the Philiſtines. 

1 FT\HEN came David to Nob to Ahimelech the 

| prieſt, either to take leave of the ark, or to ſeek 


direction and Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of 


David, and faid unto him, Why art] thou alone, and 
no man with thee? Having heard of SauPs diſpleaſure 
againſt David, he might ſuppoſe he was flying from him, and 
lat it might be dangerous to ſhelter him, eſpecially as Doeg 
2 <was now there, And David ſaid unto Ahimelech the 
Eads” n 0 prieſt, 
This was à city of Benjamin, twelve miles from Gibeah. 
Saul brought the ark and the tahernacle there,” for the ſake of 
conſulting God, and being near the court. 
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prieſt, The king hath commanded me a buſineſs, and 
hath ſaid unto me, Let no man know any thing of the 
buſineſs whereabout I ſend thee, and what J have com- 
manded thee: and I have appointed {my] ſervants ta 
ſuch and fuch a place; he might have ſome ſervants, but 
had na ſoldiers as he uſed to have : the reſt of the ſtory was a 
3 . Now therefore what is under thine hand? give 
[me] five [loaves of] bread in mine hand, or what — 
is preſent: he wanted proviſions; he was afraid of Doeg, 
whom he knew; he could not ſtay while bread was baked, or 
whale the prieſt went to his own houſe, which might be at a 
4 diftance, to get ſome. And the prieſt anſwered David, 
and faid, [ There is} no common bread under mine 
hand, but there is hallowed bread; if the young men 
have kept themſelves at leaſt from women, their <wives, 
by the aſe of whom they. contratied ceremonial uncleanneſs, 
5 Exodus xix. 15. And David anſwered the prieſt, and 
ſaid unto him, Of a truth women [have been] kept 
from us about theſe three days, fince I came out, and 
the veſſels of the young men are holy, and [the bread is] 
in a manner common, yea, though it were ified this 
day in the veſſel, or, eſpecially when this day there is ether 
Bread ſanctiſted in the veſſel, and ready to be put on the table. 
6 So the prieſt gave him hallgwed I bread : ] for there was 
no bread there but the ſhew bread that was taken from 
before the Logy, to put hot bread in the day when it 
7 was taken away. Now a certain man of the ſervants of 
Saul [was] there that day, detained before the Lozp; 
and his name [was] Doeg, an Edomite, but à proſelyte 
fo the jewiſh religion, the chiefeſt of the herdmen that 
[belonged] to Saul. 8 And 
Some writers have attempted to vindicate this falſehood, by 
ſaying bis intention was innocent, it was deſigned to keep the 
prieſts from the blame of ſiding with him; and that we are not 
obliged to ſpeak all the trath to our own or others' diſadvantage. 
But nothing can viodicate a lie, We are not to do evil that good 
may come, David bewails this fin, ch. xxii. 22, and prays againſt 
it, P/alm cxix. 29. ; Ave 
t He was the inſpector or rnor of the herdmen belonging 
to Saul, who, tho“ a king, did not think it beneath him to have 
flocks and herds. This man, wicked as he was, kept up the rites 
— om, ara and came to ſacrifice or pay his vows at the taber- 
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8 And David faid unto Ahimelech, And is there not 
here under thine hand ſpear or ſword? for I have nei- 
ther brought my ſword nor my weapons with me, be- 
cauſe the king's buſineſs required haſte. He came without 
a weapon to prevent ſuſpicion, and that he might appear as 
a private man; but he gave another reaſon to the prieſt. 

9 And the prieſt ſaid, The ſword of Goliath the Phi- 
liſtine, whom thou fleweſt in the valley of Elah, behold, 
it {is here] wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod, in the 
prieft”s wardrobe : if thou wilt take that, take ſit:] for 
— is] no other ſave that here. And David ſaid, 

There is] none like that; give it me, as being a pledge 
of God's favour to him, and a great encouragement to his 
faith: and the prieft gave it him, and enquired of the Lord 
for him; what the anſwer was, we know not; perhaps there 
Was none, as a puniſhment for his lying. 

10 And David aroſe, and fled that day for fear of Saul, 

11 and went to Achiſh the king of Gath,* And the ſer- 
vants of Achiſh ſaid unto him, [Is] not this David the 
king of the land? did they not 1 hoe to another of 
him in dances, faying, Saul hath flain his thouſands, 

and David his ten thouſands ? The courtiers remonſtrated 


againſt this, as appears by Pſalm liv. they watched him nar- 


rowly and wreſted his words. They conſidered him as the 
chief commander, next to the king, and probably would be- 
come his ſucceſſor ; they heard what was done in Iſrael, hoto 
fond the pe tr = and therefore adviſed Achifh to 
12 kill him. And David, aware of his danger, laid up theſe 
words in his heart, and was ſore afraid of Achiſh the 
13 king of Gath. And therefore he had recourſe to: a ftratagem, 
 wwhereby he betrayed great diſtruſt in God, and was guilty of 
ſuch unmanly diffimulation, as is unbecoming 4 —_— 
1 5 


| 3 8 

« It was ſtrange that he ſhould fly to the city of Goliath, and 
with his ſword too. But he hoped they would receive him as an 
enemy of Saul. Outlaws of a nation have. generally been ſhelter- 
ed by their enemies. Themiſtocles the Athenian general, when 
baniſhed, fled' to the enemies whom he had often” conquered. 
David durſt not fly to other nations who were at peace with 
Saul, for they would have delivered him up. It ſeems Achiſh 
ve him a kind reception. The true ſecret appears to me to be 
is, that Achiſh had a great reſpe& for him, as a braye man, 
and liked him the better for having killed gurl Goliath, 


between whom and Achiſh there was no great fri 
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- his; and he changed his behaviour before them, and 
feigned himſelf mad in their hands, and ſcrabbled on 
the doors of the gate, and let his ſpittle fall down upon 
14 his beard. Then ſaid Achiſh unto his ſervants, Lo, ye 
ſiee the man is mad: wherefore [then] have ye brought 
him to me? This pretence was the more eaſily believed, as 
they would ſcarce ſuppoſe a man in his ſenſes would come there 
." with Goliath's feord, and after having done the Philiſtines ſo 
much miſchief. Achiſb intimates that there was no ſervice 10 
15 be for from him, nor any reaſon to fear him: Have I 
+ need of mad men, that ye have brought this [fellow] 
to play the madman in my n ſhall this [fel- 
low come into my houſe ? Ha iny court be degraded with 
a madman ? Notwithſtanding this, Achiſh had a very great 
reſpeñ for him; (ſee ch. xxvii.) he ſaw thro? the pretence, 
but wwas willing to ſend David away. ot ft 
REFLECTIONS. 
I. E hence learn, that mercy is to be preferred to 
Rs ſacrifice, and that ritual obſervances muſt give 
way to moral duties. This is our Lord's inference from 
this ſtory, Matt. xii. 3—7. Many things may be done in 
caſes of urgent neceſſity, which would otherwiſe be impro- 
per; and this vindicates doing acts of neceſſity and mercy 
on the Lord's day. But we ſhould be careful on the other 
hand, that we do not run into unjuſtifiable liberty, which 
ſeems to be more peculiarly the fault of the preſent day, 
Remember the ſabbath day to keep it holy, + 
2. When providence reduces us to ſtraits and difficul- 
ties, we have great need to watch over our own hearts. 
When David was driven out, and wanted proviſion, what 
fins did he run into! What mean artifices did he uſe to 
ſecure ' himſelf ! Such as were unbecoming a good man, 
and one that knew better. He afterwards ſeverely repent- 
end of his folly. The greateſt ſtraits will not juſtify 
ſtealing, lying, and ſuch evil practices. It is better to want 
bread than grace; better to than fin againſt God. 
Theſe things are written for our inſtruction and admonition. 
Poverty is a ſtrong temptation to diſhoneſty and fraud : bot 
4 * 565 YT, | et 
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let thoſe who are poor and diſtreſſed, watch and pray that 
they enter not into temptation. We may all learn the ſuita- 
bleneſs of Agur's prayer, Prov. xxx. 7—9. Give me neither 
poverty nor riches ; feed me with food convement for me ; fix me 
in the middle tation of life: 1% I be full, and deny thee, and 
1 ſay, Whois the Lord? or teſt I be poor, and ſteal, and take the 
| name of my God in vain. | 


"CHAP. XXII. 


In this chapter we find ſeveral perſons reſorting to David at 
Adullam ; Doeg's accuſation of Ahimelech;, and Saul's com- 
mand to kill the prieſts. ' 7 


I AVID therefore departed ' thence, 3 e =_ 
to the cave, or ſtrong hold, Adullam: and when | 
his brethren and all his father's houſe heard [it,] th 
went down thither to him 10 ſecure themſelves, — n 
2 ing danger from Saul. And every one ¶ that was] in diſtreſs, 
who were weary of SauPs arbitrary government and oppreſ- 
ion, and every one that [was] in debt to cruel creditors, 
and were unable to pay, and whoſe goods and lands were 
perhaps © ſeized upon, and every one { that was] diſcon- 
tented, that was bitter of ſoul,” under ſome 1 oppreſ- 
Jon, gathered themſelves unto him; and he became a 
captain over them: and there were with him about four 
3 hundred men.” And David went thence to Mizpeh of 
Moab: and he ſaid unto the king of Moab, e was 
Saul enemy, but Ruth's great grandſon, and allied to the 
| houſe of Jeſſe, Let my father and my mother, I pray 
- X Theſe were not of banditti, rovi bbers, and 
derers; they were n Henzy Rs Red A 
a reſtleſs ſpirit; they might be good, and were glad to eſcape 
Saul's fury. We find, 1 Chron. Xi1. 18. that they were brave men. 
He never entertained them till he was an outlaw and in dan 
of his life; he never oppreſſed with them, nor loved to 3 oo | 
except upon the enemies of Iſrael. They cultivated the wiltler- 
neſs, were of ſervice to their country, and no doubt, many. Iſ- 
raelites who. loved David, ſent them ſupplies. IV 
2 It was at this time David compoſed the twenty. ſeventh 
m. | 
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. "thee, come forth, [and be] with you, till I know what 
God will do for me. His father and mather were aged and 

. could not bear the confinement of a cave, and unable to wan- 
4 der about with him from place to place. And he brought 
wh before the king of Moab : and theydwelt with him 
all the while that David was in the hold, /o long as he 
was forced to wander from place to place to ſecure himſelf. = 

5 And the prophet Gad faid unto David, Abide not 
in the hold; depart, and get thee into the land of 
Judah. Then David departed, and came into the 
foreſt of Hareth. 

6 When Saul heard that David was diſcovered, and 
the men that [were] with him, hat he appeared openly in 
the land of 7 (now Saul abode in Gibeah under a 

tree in Ramah, having his ſpear in his hand, and all 

his ſervants [were] — ut him; he had left every 

other bufmeſs to purſue David; kept a flying camp, and a 

Pear in his hand, ready to ruſh upon him in'a moment; he 

7 hunted for his precious life; Then Saul ſaid unto his ſer- 
vants that ftood about him, Hear now, ye Benjamites; 
will the ſon of Jeſſe give ive every one of you fields and 
vineyards, [and] Pn you all captains of thouſands, 

captains of hundreds ? - will he promote, advance, and 

- enrich you all, as I have gone ? He will rather reward thoſe 

8 of his own tribe; That all of you have conſpired againſt 
me, 10 conceal David's * and [there is] none that 

moweth me that my ſon hath made a with the 

Ts 1 there is} none of you that is ſorry 
for me, or ſh unto me that my ſon hath ſtirred 
up my ſervant againſt me, to lie in wait, as at this day. 
{if this uas true, one would be ſorry for him, but there was 


9 #0 ground for this ſuſpicion. Then anſwered Doeg the 
| ee wich ws et ver th rs of Sao 


* Gad was a young prophet out of Samuel's Academy. It was 
a great comfort and 15 18 to David to have ſuch a one with 
him at this time. He adviſed David to g9 to the land of Judah, 
and appear 2 as my that was conſcious of his on in- 
nocence, and truſted in God. 

It appears he liese there was à league between them, 


and carried his jealouſy fo far, as t imagine that 3 en- 
couraged David to appear in arms, 
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ſaid, I ſaw the ſon of Jeſſe coming to Nob, to Ahi- 
10 melech the ſon. of Ahitub. And he enquired of the 
Loxp for him, and gave him victuals, and gave him 
the ſword of Goliath the Philiftine:* 
x1 Then the king ſent to call Ahimelech the prieſt, the 
ſon of Ahitub, and all his father's houſe, the prieſts that 
[were] in Nob: and they came readily all of them to 
12 the king. And Saul ſaid, with. the utmoſt contempt, 
Hear now, thou fon of Ahitub. And he anſwered, 
with the reſpelt due to @ king, Here I [am,] my lord. 
13 And Saul ſaid unto him, Why have ye conſpired 
againſt me, thou and the ſon of Jeſſe, in that thou haſt 


n haſt enquired of 


od for him, that he ſhould riſe againſt 'me, to lie in 
wait, as at this day? Tais was à raſb charge, for there 
was no kind of proof that he did theſe tungs with an evil 
14 intent, as if there had been a plot between them. Then 
Ahimelech anſwered the king, and faid, And who [is ſo] 
faithful among all thy ſervants as David, which is the 
king's ſon in law, and at thy bidding, and is 
honourable in thine houſe ? David was ſo faithful and 
honourable, and nearly related to the king, that he could not 
but think he was ſent on ſome important buſmeſs, and there- 
fare conſulted God as uſual; and he was bound to do it for 
15 the king's ſervice. Did I then begin to enquire of God 
for him? it was not the firſt time, it was a uſual hing: as 
to any conſpiracy, be it far from me: let not the king 
impute [ any] thing unto his ſervant, [nor] to all the 
houſe o my father: for thy ſervant knew nothing of 
all this, leſs or more, I was entirely ignorant of any ill 
deſign. This would have been a'fufficient apology to any one 
16 but a madman. And the king ſaid; Thou ſhalt ſurely 
die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father's houſe. Saul 
en, F e Ak had 
= t- it was the beſt to his court t 
ed Ahimelech with aiding and 4 
king's enemies; and intimates, that there was a confederacy be- 
tween him and the prieſts. David juſtly ſtiles him in Plabs li. 
a fall tongue, He did not tell what pretence David made; which 
on have been to Ahimelech's honour, for aſſiſting one that 
u 


was going about the king's buſineſs; he gave him t 
victuals and Ned 2 * * * 
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| — had. made "the "reſolution, un Ahimelech had done nothing 
worthy of death, or bonds, much leſs had his father's houſe. 


Bur this «vas the king's peremptory ſentence, and he imme- 


diately _ it to be put into execution. 

17 And king, with an air of cruelty and „ ſaid 
7 unto the * that ſtood — him, * 4h the 
* puards that went before him, Turn, and ſlay the prieſts 
of the Lord ; as if he was determined to contend with Je- 
.- hovah, as a as David; becauſe their hand alſo [is] 
- with David, and hecauſe they knew when he fled, and 
did not ſhow it to me. But the ſervants of the ki 
_ © bad ſo much reverence for God and religion, that they — 
not put forth their hand to fall upon the prieſts of the 
Lon: theſe brave men refuſed, tho in imminent danger 
18 3 5 their places or their tives. And the king ſaid to 
the informer,” Turn thou, and fall upon the prieſts. A 
; 5 the Edomite e eee ſays, taking ſome 
men with him, who were as wicked as himſelf, he fell upon 

© the prieſts, and flew on that day fourſcore and five per- 
- ſons that did wear a linen ephod, u miniſtered in holy 
— things, were in the flower of their age, and probably came 
19 to Saul in their prieſtly garments. And Nob, the city of 
the prieſts, ſmote he with the edge of the ſword, both 

men and women, children and ſucklings, and oxen, 
and aſſes, and ſheep, with the edge of the ſword; 15 
- treated them worſe than the Amaletites; thinking by this to 


3 n fn any countenance or favour 


20 ln one of the ſons of Ahimelech the ſon of Ahitub, 
named Abiathar, who had probably been left to attend the 
2 : Bonn eſcaped, and fled after David. And Abiathar 
ſhowed David that Saul had flain the Lonp's prieſts. 
22 And David faid unto Abiathar, I knew [it] that da 
when Doeg the Edomite [was] there, that he „ 
_ furely tell Saul, I feared > 2 Apa — 
wicked, and no friend to me; I have occaſioned [ 
death] of all the perſons of thy father's houſe, ws, 
great concern that he ſhould be, withaut intention, the c 
23 of this evil. Abide thou with me, fear not: for 


that ſeeketh my life ſeeketh "Y life: but with ime hn 
| ( 


— , MO 
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{ſhalt be] in ſafeguard; perceiving him to be affrighted, 
ue encouraged him, promiſing he would take as much care of 
him as of himſelf, and he might depend upon God's core.” 


REFLECTIONS, 


I. ROM David's example we may infer, that the 
| care of aged parents is a great duty in youth, and 
highly commendable. When they are in fickneſs-or old 
e, it is but juſtice to make a return for their care and 
| kindneſs. They ſhould never be ſuffered to want any thinę 
that will conduce to their comfort. If any widow have chile 


ren, or nephew, let them learn firſt to ſhow piety at home, and 


to requite their parents; for that is good and acceptable before 


Cod. 1 Tim. v. 4. They muſt do this, as they hope to have 
the ſame returns of love when they grow old; or, as David 


expreſſes it in the twenty ſeventh pſalm, compoſed on this 


occaſion, that when father and mether forſake them, the Lord 
may take them udp. | 
2. How much to be pitied is the man who is troubled 
with a ſuſpicious, jealous temper. Had we not ſuch fl 


e | 
proofs of the wickedneſs of Saul's heart, we could ſcarce 


elp pitying him; tho? he had all his guards and courtiers 
about him, he was racked with envy and tormented with 
jealouſy. Such burdens are they to themſelves, who ſuſ- 
pect and are jealous of all around them; they fear their 
enemies when they have no reaſon; and ſuſpect their friends 
alſo. Such perſons are their own tormentors; and one 
need not wiſh a man worſe, than to have his eye evil to- 
_ wards all about him. Wrath is cruel, and is Outrageous ; 
but who is able to ſtand before ey? 221 
3. See what a fad thing a tyrannical government is, and 
what reaſon we have to be thankful that our's is not ſo. In 
what a mad, arbitrary manner, did Saul give his pre 
lt will be proper to read the fifty ſecond pſalm in this con- 
nection. There we ſee tke ſad conſequences of the Iſraelites chooſ- 
ing a king, and rejecting the Lord. It was. fome comfort under 
former oppreſſions, that they had the ark and the prieſts of the 
Lord; but now the prieſts were deſtroyed, and there were none 
To attend the ark: this was fulfilling that prophecy which fore. 
told the deſtruction of Eli's houſe in one day, 1 Sam. ii. 
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and how ſoon did he find ſome to execute his bloody com- 
mands ! He was no better than a madman, yet he found 
ſome who were wicked enough to do as he bade them, be- 
cauſe he was a king. Innocent actions may have very ill 
conſtructions put upon them; no defence however is to be 
heard; right or wrong, the king's pleaſure muſt be obeyed. 
Let us earneſtly pray, that kings and rulers may have a 
found mind; and give thanks to God, that our lives and 
fortunes are not at the mercy of capricious and tyrannical 
men, but are all ſafe, under a good government and the 
favour of heaven. Bleſſed be God, that he lines are fallen 


. pe e 


PS” 


e CHAP. XXIII. 

This chapter contains an account of David's ſaving Keilah; the 
danger and deliverance he found there; his interview wit}: 
27 ow * of him ; nl his extraordinary eſcape 
bout of 


” b N they told David, faying, Behold, the 
Philiſtines fight againſt Keilah, a city in the tribe 
| 4 e Judah, and they rob the threſhing floors, which were 
2 without the city. - Therefore David, linking i would be 
to raſh to go againſt ſuch a multitude without a divine pro- 
RK Loxp, by the prophet Gad, ſaying, 

I go and ſmite theſe Philiſtines? And the Loxp 

_ faid unto David, Go and ſmite the Philiſtines, and ſave 

3 Keilah. And David's men ſaid unto him, Behold, we 

be afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we 
come to Keilah againſt the armies of the Philiftines ? 

His people remonſtrate againſt it, and urge, that they were 
nat ſafe in their own country, among ſome friends, much lejs- 
ere, with a powerful enemy before them, and Saul coming 
4 in their rear. Then David enquired of the Lon yet 
e and Kad, Arte, go d And the Lonp anſwered 

Arie down to Keilah; for 1 will 


1 1 


8 — the Philiſtines Beo thine hand. So David and 
his men went to Keilah, and fought with the Philiſtines, 
and brought away their cattle, 10 ſupport himſelf and his 


fob 


4 
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followers, without burdening the country, and ſmote them 
with a great ſlaughter. So David ſaved the inhabitants 

6 of Keilah, And it came to paſs, when Abiathar the 
ſon of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, [that] he 
came down [with] an ephod in his hand; or rather, with 
the ephod, the principal garment of the high prieſt, which 
was the breaſtplate and jewel, and the Urim and Thummim. 
I was a great comfort to David to have both a prophet and 
a high prieſt with him. 

7 And itwas told Saul that David was come to Keilah, 
and had delivered it; but he was not mollified by David's 
generoſity and ſervice to Iſrael. And Saul faid, God hath 
delivered him into mine hand; for he is ſhut i in, by 
entering into a town that hath gates and bars; he thought 
that he had him ſafe, that this place place of acuity — 

$ @ trap to kim. And Saul called all the peop 

to war, to go down to Keilah, to — — und 

0 — tho* he pretended it was to be avenged on the Phi- 


9 And David knew that Saul ſecretly practiſed miſchief 
him; and he ſaid to Abiathar the prieſt, Bring 
10 hither the _— that we may conſult God. Then ſaid 
David, O Lorp God of Iſrael, thy ſervant hath cer- 
| tainly heard that Saul ſeeketh to come to Keilah, to 
11 deſtroy the city for my ſake. Will the men of Keilah 
deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come down, as 
thy ſervant hath heard? O Lord God of Ifrael, I 
beſeech thee, tell thy ſervant.* And the Lon faid, He 
12 will come down. Then ſaid David, Will the men of 
Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? 
And the Lonp faid, They will deliver [thee] up if — 
13 flayeſt here. Then David and his men, * 4 


new increaſed by David's bravery and fucceſs to about 25 | 


hundred, aroſe and departed out of Keilah, and went 
whitherſoever they could go, ſometimes ts one place and 
Jemetimes to another. And it was told Saul that * 


© David was in ſome confuſion and aſked two queſtions _ 
and out of order. His firſt queſtion ſhould have been, Wi Saul 
come down? and then, Will the people of Keilah deliver me up? 
Ged therefore anſwers the laſt queſtion firſt. 
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was eſcaped from Keilah; and he forbare to go forth. 
Since the flaughter of the priefts, the people were afraid to 
conceal David, and Saul ſeems to have had better intelligente 
14 of his motions. And David abode in the wilderneſs in 
holds, and remained in a mountain in the wil- 
derneſs of Ziph. And Saul ſought him every day, but 
God delivered him not into his hand. When David was 
in Keila/, Saul ſaid, God hath delivered him into my hand; 
15 but the ſacred penman aſſures us God did not. And David 
ſaw that Saul was come out to ſeek his life: and David 
[was] in the wilderneſs of Ziph in a wood, and here a 
private meeting wat appointed with his friend Jonathan. 
16 And Jonathan SauPs ſon aroſe, and went to David into 
the wood, and ſtrengthened his hand in God, encouraged 
' kim, and ftr engthened his faith by conſideration of God's pro- 
17 miſes, faithfulneſs, providence, &c. And he faid unto 
him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father ſhall 
not find thee ; and thou ſhalt be king over Iſrael, and 
E ſhall be next unto thee; and that alſo Saul my father 
18 knoweth. And they two:made'a covenant before the 
Lomb, renewed it, perhaps in the preſence of the prophet 
Gad, and the high prieft : and David abode 1 in the wood, 
and Jonathan went to his houſe. 
Then came up the Ziphites, who Auel i in the wilder- 
5 knew the avenues of the wood, were able to 
1 and reſolved to do it, and came to Saul to 
Gibeah, ſaying, Doth not David hide himſelf with us 
in ſtrong ho in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, 
20 which ¶ is] on the ſouth of Jeſhimon? Now therefore, 
O king, come down according to all the defire of thy 
ſoul to come down; and our parts [ſhall be] to deliver 
21 him into the king's hand. And Saul, ranſported with 
Joy at this diſtovery, ſaid, Bleſſed [be] ye of the Lonp; 
for ye have compaſſion on me, ye are the only people who 
have pity for me, the generality will not — 9-5 7 
22 Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and fee 
place where s haunt is, [and] who hath ſeen him 
there: for it is told me [that] he dealeth very — 
and is very hard to be taken. I am not willing to purſue him 
23 in vain, but am determined to have him if poſſible. See 


there- 
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therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places 
where he hideth himſelf, and come ye again to me with 
the certainty, and I will go with you: and it ſhall come 
to pats, if he be in the land, that I will ſearch him out 
24 throughout all the thouſands of Judah. And they aroſe, 
and went to Ziph before Saul: but David and his 
men, knowing the errand on which they went, removed, and 
[were] now in the wilderneſs of Maon, in the plain on 
25 the ſouth of Jeſhimon. Saul alſo and his men went to 
ſeek [him.] And they told David : wherefore he came 
down into a rock, or from the: rock, and abode” in the 
wilderneſs of Maon. And when Saul heard that,] he 
purſued after David in the wilderneſs of Maon ; his in. 
ttelligence was ſo good that he came to the very ſpot where 
26 David was. And Saul went on this fide of the moun- 
tain, and David and his men on that fide of the moun- 
tain: and David made- haſte to get away for fear of 
Saul; for Saul and his men were numerous, and divide 
into parties, that he alnaſt compaſſed David and his men 
round about to take them. | 
27 But there came a meſſenger unto Saul, ſaying, Haſte 
thee, and come; for the Philiſtines have invaded, or 
28 ſpread themſelves upon, thy land. Wherefore Saul return- 
ed from purſuing after David, and went againft the Phi- 
liſtines: therefore they called that place Sela-hammah- 
lekoth, hat is, the rock of diviſions, a name given it by 
David, as a memorial of his deliverance, becauſe Saul was 
forced to ſeparate himſelf there, and leave off purſuing him. 
29 And David went up from thence, and dwelt in ſtrong 
holds at En-gedi,. where he planted vineyards, for whick 
this place was afterwards very famaun. 7 


N | - REFLECT: 
* On this occaſion David compoſed the fifty fourth pſalm. 


© This was a remarkable providence, for David muk certainly have 
fallen into his hands, if he had not been called away. It i pro- 
bable the Philiſtines had ſeized upon Saul's eftate, or he would 
not have been ſo eager to go, for he did not ſtir when Keilah was 


* 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. HE generoſity of David in ſaving Keilah, is 

worthy of our imitation; and intimates to us, that 
we are to do good, tho* we may receive ill treatment from 
others. Nothing ſhould leflen our regard for the publick 
welfare. Another man would perhaps have rejoiced at the 
invaſion, and encouraged it, to fave himſelf and prevent 
Saul's purſuit, and to force him to recall David. But he 
had no ſuch narrow views; he was glad to fave his country 
and his friends at any rate. It is no reaſon why we ſhould 


decline doing good becauſe we are not treated as we think 


we deſerve. We ſhould learn to overcome evil with good, 
we ſerve a good maſter, who will well reward us, however 
we are treated by men. 

2. We ſee here an inſtance of baſe ingratitude, and learn 
to deteſt that odious vice. We ſhould have thought that 
David was ſafe in Keilah, the place which he had juſt ſaved 
from the Philiſtines; but they forgat his kindneſs, and had 
he not eſcaped, would have delivered him to Saul. Men's 
own dangers often make them forget their obligations to 
their friends. Let us not truſt too much even to thoſe who 
are obliged to us, for they may forget us and our kind- 
neſs; but guard againſt ingratitude ourſelves, and every 

ce of it. 


3. We learn, what intimate acquaintance God has with 
the hearts of men. David did not know what the men of 
Keilah would do; perhaps they did not know themſelves 
how in general they ſhould determine, which way the 
magiſtrates would incline; but the Lord knew. He knows 
men better than they know themſelves, and what they will 
do in ſuch and fuch circumſtances. We ſhould therefore 
reverence him who knows the ſecret diſpoſitions and inclina- 
tions of men's hearts, and beholds the thoughts afar off. 

4. Obſerve with what an ill grace the name of God comes 
out of the mouth of a wicked man. God has delivered him, 


aid Saul. Nothing, ſays an ingenious writer, is more 


grating to a ſerious ear, than ſtrains of piety from profane 
mouths; to hear the wretch who had deſpiſed the _ 
m 


— — 
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' mands of God, murdered his prieſts, and deſolated his 
ſanctuary; in a word, lived in open defiance of God; to 
hear ſuch a wretch talk of God, and the divine determina- 
tions in his favour, is paſt enduring.” And yet this is too 
common à caſe; of many people it may be ſaid, God is 
near to their mouths,” but far from their reins, or hearts. May 
we dread hypocriſy, and all approaches towards it. Let 
not our actions give our tongues the lie; for nothing is 
more abominable to God and man, than to talk like 
angel, and live like a brute. | 
g. We ſee that providence is never at a loſs to deliver 
men out of their adverſity. David wandered about 
m place to place, but was ſtill ſafe. Had he been aſked, 
Where he intended to ſhelter himſelf next? he might have 
anſwered, as Luther did when he was outla by the 
Emperor, and excommunicated by the Pope, Sub Calo, 
ſomewhere under the canopy of heaven. God diverted 
Saul from the purſuit, juſt when he thought he had Da- 
vid in his hands. The Philiftines intended no kindneſs 
to David, but God meant it ſo. Man's extremity is God's 
opportunity. In the mount the Lord ſhall be ſcen. He can 
w 41a find out ways and means of preſerving his people. 
In the moment of danger he m es. This ſhould teach 
us to make God our confidence, and prevent the fear of 
man, which bringeth a ſnare:  Truft in him therefore at all 


times, ye people, and pour out your hearts before him. 


1 * 


w 


CH A P. XXIV. 


Ne read here of the generous manner in <ohich David ſaved Saul's 
life when he had it in his potoer; his expoſtulation with Saul 
concerning his enmity to him; and the good effet? it had upon 

Faul for the preſent. 

1 ND it came to paſs, when Saul was returned 
, from following the Philiſtines to had invaded 
his land, that it was told him faying, Behold, David 

2 [is] in the wilderneſs of En-gedi. Then Saul took 

three thoutand choſen men oft of all Iſrael, in whoſe 
Vor. III. | K courage 
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caurage and attachment ie could confide, and went to ſeek 
David and his men upon the rocks of the wild 

3 in the craggy places where the wild goats frequented. And 
he came to the ſheepcotes by the way — [was] a 

large cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet, and 16 

Aeep, being fatigued with his march : and David and his 
men remained in the ſides, in the dark receſſes, of the cave, 

4 where Saul could not ſee them. And the men of David ſaid 
unto him, Behold the day of which the Lox ſaid unto 
thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, 
that thou mayeſt do to him as it ſhall ſeem good unto 
thee. Then David aroſe, and cut off the ſkirt of Saul's 

5 robe, which came down to his feet, privily. And it came to 

(s afterward, that David's heart ſmote him, becauſe 
e had cut off Saul's ſkrrt; he was greatly troubled, as 
it had the appearance of injury and indignity to the Lord's 

6 anointed. . And he faid unto his men, who ſeem to have 
reſented it that he had not ſlain him, The Loxo forbid 
that I ſhould do this thing unto my maſter, the Lok Þ's 
anointed, to ſtretch forth mine hand againſt him, ſee- 

ing he [is] the anointed of the Loxb, he was ſet up by 

7. God, tolio alone can depoſe him. So David ſtayed his ſer- 
vants, who would have {mote Saul, with theſe words, and 
ſuffered them not to riſe againſt Saul. But Saul roſe 

out-of the cave, and went on [his] way. 

8 David alſo aroſe afterward, and went out tof the cave, 
and, in the moſt ſoft and ſubmiſſive terms, cried after Saul, 
ſaying, My lord the king. . And when Saul looked 
behind him, David ſtooped with his face to the earth, 

9 and bowed himſelf. And David faid to Saul, Where- 
fore heareſt thou men's words, faying, Behold, David 
ſeeketh thy hurt? He endeavours to molliſy him, by laying 

10 all the blame on his wicked counſellors. Behold, this day 


ine 


1 Hidorlane 1 us there were many large caves in the 
mountainous parts of Judea, particularly one which would hold 
four thouſand men ; into theſe they uſed to drive their flocks in 
violent ſtorms, or in the heat of the day. 

* God had never promiſed to deliver Saul into David's hands; 
but fo they interpreted the promiſe of the kingdom, and . 
David ſhould take this providential opportuni _ SURGE 
enemy, poſſeſſing the — and advancing 
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thine eyes have ſeen. how that the Lonp had delivered. 


thee to-day into mine hand in the cave: and [ſome] 
bade me] kill thee: but mine eye] ſpared thee; and 

I aid, I will not put forth mine hand againſt my lord; 
11 for he is] the Loxp's anointed. Moreover, my father, 
ſee, yea, ſee the ſkirt of thy robe in my hand: for in 
that I cut off the ſkirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, 
know thou and ſee that [there is] neither evil nor tranſ- 
greſſion in mine hand, and I have not ſinned againſt 
thee; my having not killed thee, is a proof I had no evil in- 
tentions againſt thee; yet thou hunteſt my. ſoul to take 
it. It was an aggravation of SauPs guilt, that he ſought the 


life of one wwho- had done nothing to offend him, and would 


12 not huirt him when it was in his power, The Lon judge 
between me and thee, and the Lon b avenge me of thee: 
but mine hand ſhall not be upon thee ; I appeal io God, 

2 \the righteous judge, and doubt not but he will vindicate 

13 me. As faith the proverb of the antients, Wickedneſs 
proceedeth from the wicked, men may be known by their 
actions; had I been a bad man, I ſhould now have ſhown 
it; if I wiſhed to dethrone thee, I had now an opportunity to 

14 do it: but mine hand ſhall not be upon thee. After 
whom is the king of Iſrael come out? after whom. doſt 
thou purſue ? after a dead dog, after a flea 3 how ſhpme- 

ful is the purſuit, how inglorious the conqueſt of ane ſo mean! 

it is below the king of Iſrael to hunt after a dead dag, or a 

15 flea; to raiſe an army againſt. ſo contemptible a perſon. The 

Lon therefore be judge, and judge between me and 

thee, and ſee, and plead my cauſe, and deliver me out 
of thine hand. I is wonderful that he wha was ſo much 

_ . enraged, and came with ſuch a murderous intention, 

hear David with ſo much patience, but he was quite aſtoniſh- 
ed to find him following, and to ſee ſo. much courage, gene- 

. .. reſity and kindneſs, all this mollißed him for the preſent. 

16 And it came to paſs when David had made an end 
of ſpeaking theſe words unto Saul, that Saul ſaid, [Is] 
this thy voice, my ſon David? And Saul lifted up his 

17 voice, and wept. And he ſaid to David, Thou [art] 

more righteous than I: for thou haſt rewarded me 

18 good, e I have rewarded thee evil. And 1 
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haſt ſhowed this day how that thou haſt dealt well with 
me: foraſmuch as when the Lox p had delivered me 
into thine hand, thou killedſt me not. He wwas now in a 
Food mood, jaw his own injuſtice and David's kindneſs, 
19 and acknowledged it was wnparalelled. For if a man find 
© his enemy, will he let him go well away? yet thou haſt 
_ ſpared my life; wherefore the Loxd reward thee good 
20 for that thou haſt done unto me this day. And now, 
dehold, 1 know well that thou ſhalt ſurely be king. 
And that the kingdom of Iſrael ſhall be eſtabliſned in 
2t thine hand.“ Swear now therefore unto me by the 
Lon, that thou wilt not cut off my feed after me, and 
that thou wilt not deſtroy my name out of my father's 
houſe, a. I have 9 deftroy thee. He knew 
David to be @ conſcientious man, and that an oath before 
22 the Lord would be ſufficient. And David fware unto Saul. 
And Saul went home; but David and his men gat them 
up unto the hold of Enpeds, where he compoſed the fifty 
f venii and the hundred and forty ſecond orig * 
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1. FNBSERVE che good effects of gen and 
1 O0 kindneſs. David here exhibits a remarkable in- 
ſtance of both. His men mutinied, and wanted him to put an 
end to their troubles and his own; otherwiſe they were 
ready to forſake him, and to deliver him to Saul, bir he 
bravely refuſed; His kindneſs overcame thoſe cruel, ob- 
ſtinate men; made the ſavage Saul tame, and turned the 
non into a lamb. What an honour and pleaſure to him to 


triumph thus'gloriouſly over his enemies; to ſee his — 


his petitioner, and his enemy intreating his mercy 
learn from this example how to treat our enemies. Such 
conduct as this may reclaim them, at leaſt it will ſecure 


Saul knew from many circumſtances, 75 from this 
extraor inary providence, and the princely virtues which David 
ſhowed, that be would be king; and that nothing could hinder 
it. PFherefore he might have - argued, that his purſuit- of him 
was. pery wicked, that it was impious to deſire to fruſtrate the 


ellen of providence, and to ſecure the crown to his own poſ- 
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pleaſure and peace to ourſelves. F thine enemy hunger, feed 
tim; if he tharſt, give him drink; for in doing this, thou ſhalt 
heap coals of fire upon his head. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil «with ** | ? | 

2. What a happy thing is it to have a tender conſdiĩence 
David's heart ſmote him for this ſmall offence; tho? it was 


done for a good end, to convince Saul of his innocence, 


and how unreaſonably jealous he had been. A tender con- 


ſcience is afraid of the leaſt ſin; often regrets thoſe actions 


which others paſs over with eaſe, and which give them but 


little or no concern. Let us then endeavour to keep our 


hearts open to conviction, and our conſciences awake to 
take the alarm. Happy is he that feareth always; this is 
the way to be ſafe ; preſumption is dangerous. The ſureſt 
way to prevent great evils, and being guilty of great 
wickedneſs, is to be afraid of the very appearance of evil. 
uge and ſupport of oppreſſed innocence. David appealed 
to God again and again, with courage and confidence, To 
him let the righteous commit their cauſe; ſooner or later 
he will bring their righteouſneſs to light. ¶nerefore let them 
<oho fr for well-doing, commit the keeping of themſehves unto 
4. Let us guard againſt credulity, or believing every 
word, and truſting too much to the promiſes of any men, 
eſpecially of thoſe men whoſe paſſions are ſtrong, and who 
make light of promiſes and oaths. David gat him up unto 


the hold; he knew it was dangerous to truſt to the mercy of 


a reconciled enemy. A wiſe man will give the good words 
even of an enemy the hearing, but will not confide too 
much in them, he will ſtill be upon his guard. David was 
a bold man in venturing. ſo near Saul; but he would nat 
truſt him too far. Courage and prudence ſhould always 


's advice, to be wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. 
1 | | e 
| C HAP. XXV. 122. * 


go together; and if we would be ſafe, let us take our 
Lord 


We have here an account of Samue:'s death; and of Nabal | 


curliſhneſs. | 


_ 


We are here taught, that the juſtice of God is the 
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1 -A ND Samuel, being near an hundred years old, and 
A greatly beloved by all the people, died; and all the 
Liraelites were gathered together, and lamented him, 
bewailed the loſs of ſo much virtue and goodneſs, and their 
An in thoofing a king; and they buried him in his houſe at 
Ramah ; this was the burying place of the family, from 
<whence his remains were removed with incredible pomp by 
the emperor, in the year 401. And David aroſe, and 
went down to the wilderneſs of Paran, 7o the tents of 
Kedar, where he would be more out of Sauls way. 
2 And [there was] a man in Maon, whoſe poſſeſſions 
* [were] in Carmel; and the man [was] very great, and 
be had three thouſand ſheep, and a thouſand goats: 
3 and he was ſhearing his ſheep in Carmel. Now the 
name of the man [was] Nabal; and the name of his = 
wife Abigail : and [ſhe was] a woman of good under. 
ſtanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man ; 
[was] churliſh and evil in his doings; and he [was 
4 of the houſe of Caleb, à Calebite. And David h 
5 in the wilderneſs that Nabal did ſhear his ſheep. And 
David, 10 ſhow reſpect to him, ſent out ten young men, 
and David ſaid unto the young men, Get you up to 
Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: 
6 And thus ſhall ye ſay to him that liveth [in proſperity,] 
Peace [be] both to thee, and [be] to thine houſe, 
and peace [be] unto all that thou haſt, wiſh him and his 
all health 2 OO — — e and ö 
comprehenſive tation; i in s for both { 
7 — — ] have heard Gat thou haſt ſhearers; 1 
now thy ſhepherds which were with us, we hurt them 3 
| "not, neither was there aught miſſing unto them, all the 
$ while they were in Carmel. Aſk thy young men, and 
they will ſhow thee. Wherefore let the young men find 
favour in thine eyes: for we come in a good day; 
give, I pray thee, whatſoever cometh to thine hand 
9 unto thy ſervants, and to thy fon David. And when 
avid's 4 
| The word Caleb. ſignifies 2 dog; Nabal was of à dogged 1 
temper, ſnarliſh and ſnapping at every body. 
* Sheep-ſhearing is pow a time of feaſting and rejoicing. 
3 David here pleaded that he had done Nabal's men no _ 
; 0 | 


| 
| 
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David's young. men came, they ſpake to Nabal atcord- 
ing to all thoſe words in the name of David, and 


5 ceaſed, gave him no juſt. offence by their further impor- 


- tumty. ; (999% 01 
10 And Nabal anſwered David's ſervants with great con- 
_ tempt, and ſaid in à violent paſhon, Who [is] David? 
and who [is] the ſon of Jeſſe? as if he was ſo mean 4 
pur ſon that he was not kaown, thy* he had done well in 1/- 
. rael, had flain Goliath, was the king's ſon in laws, and well 
known to the Philiſtines: there be many ſervants now a 
days that break away every man from his maſter. He 
here taxed him with infidelity to Saul, and pleaded that awhat 

ue had was his own, and provided for other fort of men. 
11 Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my 
fleſh that I have killed for my ſhearers, and give [it] 

_ unto. men, whom I know not whence they [be?] Jnti- 
mating that they were a crew of idle, vagabond fellows, and 
that it did not become an honeſt man to countenance and ſup- 

12 port them. So David's young men turned their way, 
and went again, and came and told him all thoſe ſay- 


13 ings. And David, being reſalved in the height of his re- 


ſentment to be avenged on him, {aid unto his men, Gird 
ye on every man his ſword: And they girded on 
every man his ſword; and David alſo girded on his 
ſword: and there went up after David about four hun- 
dred men; and two hundred abode by the ſtuff. 

14 But one of the young men among the ſbearers, colo 
was Wiſer and better than is maſter, went and told 
Abigail, Nabal's wife, faying, Behold, David ſent 

meſſengers out of the wilderneſs to ſalute our maſter; 

15 and he railed on them. But the men [were] very good 
unto us, and we were not hurt, neither miſſed we any 

. K 4 thing 
tho* ſoldiers, and in neceſſity; yea, they had, as we find after- 
wards, taken particular care to protect them; but David modeſtly 


omitted that, and 3 to his ſervants who were ready to 


inform him of it. He urged his giving them ſomething; he did 
not want delicacies, but would be content with what could be 
moſt eaſily ſpared. He called himſelf kis /on David, to teſtify his 
reſpect, as being of the ſame tribe. This was a very handſome 
addreſs, and would have affected any one elſe, but fach a churl 
as Nabal was. 


= 
3 — * 
1 
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thing, as long as we were converſant with them, when 
16 we were in the fields: They were a wall unto us both 
by night and day, all the while we were with them 
17 keeping the ſneep. Now therefore know and confider 
what thou wilt do; for evil is determined againſt our 
maſter, and againſt all his houſehold : for he (is ſuch] 
2 ſon of Belial, that [a man] cannot ſpeak to him. He 
concluded that David would reſent it, but durſt not remon- 
rate with Nabal, as he would only be more inſolent and 
abuſrve, and was ſuch an obſtinate, ſurly man, that there 
18 was no making any impreſſion on him, Then Abigail 
made | haſte, ſte a prudent woman ſhe did not neglect the 
wiſe advice of a ſervant, and ſhe took two hundred loaves, 
and two bottles of wine," and five ſheep ready dreſſed, 
ond five meaſures of parched [corn,] and an hundred 
-  cloſters of raiſins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and 
19 laid [them] on aſſes. And ſhe faid unto her ſervants, 
- Go on before me, that the fight of the preſent may in 
fome meaſure appeaſe David, behold, I come after you. 
But ſhe told not her huſband Nabal, /: he ſbould perſiſt 
20 in his inſolence, and prevent hey going. And it was [ſo, 
as] ſhe rode on the aſs, that ſhe came down by the 
covert of the hill, and, behold, David and his men 
came down againſt her; and ſhe met them in à valley 
21 between the too hills, Now, in order to ſhow the wonderful 
effect that AbigaiPs addreſs had, the hiſtorian obſerves that 
David had ſaid to his men, Surely in vain have I kept 
all that this [fellow] bath in the wilderneſs, fo that no- 
 -thing was miſſed of all that ¶ pertained] unto him: and 
22 he bath requited me evil for good. and more alſo 
do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all 
that [pertain] to him by the morning light any that 
piſſeth againſt the wall.“ | | | 
He bears his teſtimony to the uſefulneſs as well as inno- 
cence of Pavid's men; who kept them from wild beaſts, from 
the Philiſlines, who robbed the threſhing floors, and from the 
Ar bians and others, who lived on plynder, This proves that 
David's men were not a banditti, but honeſt, peaceable men, 


and under gocd diſcipline. 

7 „ * were large leathern bottles, ſuch as are ſtill uſed is 

the eaſt. | 

” That is, not a man. This was ugdoubtedly a raſh oath, _ 
| | | their 
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COR FL ECT TO NS: 


r. HAT a melancholy thing is it for a comely, 
prudent, virtuous woman, to be yoked to a 
ſurly, drunken fool ! Surely it was for the fake of wealth, 
that this lovely woman was married to a man who had not 
one good quality to recommend him. The preſent day 
affords inſtances of many women, who, thro? the folly of 
their parents, or their own pride, are thrown away upon 
fools or ſots, or tied to golden brutes. What a piteous 
caſe muſt this woman be in, to have an huſband whoſe 
foily ſhe could not but ſee and deſpiſe; for which ſhe was 
obliged to make excuſes ; and excuſes, the more grievous 
as * reflected upon her on good ſenſe and prudence. 
The fair ſex may ſee in this chapter, what ſort of an huſ- 
band a ſot and a fool is likely to make; and what trials 
thoſe are likely to meet with, who marry for wealth only : 
trials, for which all their good ſenſe and religion will be 
little enough. Let parents learn to make a wiſe choice for 
their children, and not look upon money or eſtate as the chief 
thing to be r ed. There cannot be a more pitiable 
ſpectacle than ſuch an unequal marriage as this chapter re. 
preſents. Tho? perhaps to ſome women of beautiful coun- 
tenances and good — re ſuch huſbands may be 
allotted by providence, as neceſſary to allay that vanity, 
which ſo many accompliſhments are apt to inſpire them 
with. * | | N 
2. The ſurly, the rude, and uncharitable, may here ſee 
their own picture; and a very lively one indeed it is. No 
ſooner was Nabal aſked a favour, in a very civil and reſpect- 
ful manner, than he fell into a paſſion, and abuſed the peti- 
tioner. There are too many inſtances of this conduct in every 
age of the world. There are thoſe who abuſe the poor, that 
they may be excuſed from relieving them; who give ſurly 
anſwers, when aſked for contributions for publick and uſe- 


ful 


their extremity ſhould be conſidered, that Nabal uſed David very. 


unjuſtly, as well as inſolently, and that he and his men had 4 
right to ſome reward for ſuch ſervice, | 


" . 
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ful ſervices, and plead their own neceſſity and inability, 
with as much earneſtneſs and as little juſtice as Nabal did. 
Tho? he had nothing to ſpare, Abigail could find a hand- 
ſome preſent, and he could find enough to make himſelt 
and his ſervants drunk with. It is thus that men often ſpend 
on their own dreſs, their tables, or their furniture, that 
which they ought to do good with; and plead inability, 
when it is really owing to nothing but luxury and extrava- 


3 2 * — 1 


— 


HAP. XXV. 23, to the end. 

In which cr have Abigail's interpofition with David, and the 
good effetts of it, David's gratitude to God for his providen- 

tial interference; the ſudden death of Nabal; and David's 


marriage to Abigail and Minoam. | 
1 23 ND when Abigail ſaw. David, ſaw by his haſte and 
© | | Ii looks that vengeance was determined, and all her 


| . addreſs would be little enough to divert it, ſhe haſted, and 
+ - lighted off the aſs, and fell before David on her face, 
24 and bowed herſelf to the ground, And fell at his feet, 
Add him reverence, as a great man, and in a ſpeech full of 
| _ the moſt natural and moving eloquence, ſaid, Upon me, 
' 2H | my lord, [upon] me [let this] iniquity [be:] and let 
= - thine handmaid, I pray thee, ſpeak in thine audience, 
| and hear the words of thine handmaid ; ke a kind wife 
He deferes to ſuffer for her huſband ;, and having beſpoke a 
25 patient hearing, ſhe adds, Let not my lord, I pray thee, 
| regard this man of Belial, [even] Nabal: for as his 
| name is,] ſo [is] he; Nabal ſis] his name, and folly 
0 [= is] with him: but I thine handmaid ſaw not the young 
| 
| 


26 men of my lord, whom thou didſt ſend.? Now oy 
| — 


r Abigail here repreſents her huſband as a man not worthy of 
David's _ ; telliog him that in all this Nabal had but acted 
like him{elf; that he might as well be angry with a cur for 
Marling, or an aſs for braying, as with Nabal for ingratitude, 
| ſordidneis, and railing. A prudent woman would not have faid 

ſo mach of her huſband if | the could have helped it; but it was 
ſo notorious a thing, that ſhe could not make a better excuſe : 
and it was intended to prevent the ruin of the family. 
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fore, my lord, ſas] the Lon liveth, and [as] thy 
ſou] liveth, ſeeing the Loxp hath withholden thee from 
coming to [ſhed] blood, and from avenging thyſelf 
with thine own hand,“ now let thine enemies, and they 
that ſeek evil to my lord, be as Nabal, be ſo inconſider- 

27 able, as not to be capable of doing him any hurt. And 
now this bleſſing which thine handmaid hath brought 


unto my lord, Jet it even be given unto the young 


men that follow my lord, permit thy ſervants to accept 

28 it, as it it too mean for thee. I pray thee," forgive the 

treſpaſs of thine handmaid, in taking all the blame upon 

myſelf, and EN to appeaſe thy wrath: for the Lord. 

will certainly make my lord a ſure houſe ſhe prays him to 

be kind to her, as God would certainly be to him; becauſe 

my lord fighteth the battles of the Lorp, and evil 

hath not been found in thee [all] thy days, thou haſt 

hitherto been famous for heroic deeds, and always acted nobly 

29 and generouſly. Yet a man, even Saul, is riſen to pur- 

ſue thee, and to ſeek thy foul: but the ſoul of my lord 

ſhall be bound in the bundle of life with the Loxp 

thy God, ſhall be ſafe in kis hand or cuſtody; and the ſouls 

of thine enemies, them ſhall he ling out, ſas out] of the 

middle of a ſling, they ſhall be deſtroyed as worthleſs things. 

30 And it ſhall come to | may when the Lord ſhall have 
done to my lord accor 


31 ruler over Iſrael; That this ſhall be no grief unto thee, 
Nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou haſt 
"ſhed blood cauſeleſs, or that my lord hath avenged 

himſelf: but when the Loxp ſhall have dealt well with 

my lord, then remember thine handmaid, thou wilt then 
thank me for my advice; or rather, let me then entreat thy 

1 This was very artful and ingenious, to preſume ſo mach 

his clemency and goodneſs, as to hope ſhe had already 
rted him- from his purpoſe. 

She brought the ſtrongeſt argument at Jaft, that when hb 
came to the throne, (of which ſhe ſpeaks with certainty) he 
would not be diſturbed with the remembrance of having ſhed 
innocent blood; he would not have this to be a blemiſh to his 
giory. A forgiving temper is the way to have a clear and quiet 
Ankodes, | 


ing to all the good that he hath 
ſpoken concerning thee, and ſhall have appointed thee 
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32 friendſbip whenever I may need it. And David was im- 
mediately ſoftened, and ſaid to Abigail, Bleſſed [be] the 
Lokp God of Iſrael, which ſent thee this day to meet 

33 me: And bleſſed be] thy advice, and bleſſed [be] 
thou, which haſt me this day from coming to 
[ſhed] blood, and from avenging myſelf with mine 

on hand; he firſt adored the — God, which ſens 
ker ſo ſeaſonably to divert his anger, and prevent the execu- 
tion of his purpoſe , then commended her and her prudent 

34 and prayed God to bleſs her. For in very deed, 

las the Loxo God of Iſrael liveth, which hath kept 

me back from hurting thee, except thou hadſt haſted 
and come to meet me, ſurely there had not been left 
unto Nahal by the morning light any that piſſeth againſt 
the wall, for I was determined to mate an example of that 
35 brutiſb wretch. So David received of her hand [that] 
which ſhe had brought him, and ſaid unto her, Go up 
in peace to thine houſe; ſee, I have hearkened to thy 
vaice, and have accepted thy perſon ; her preſents and 
diſcourſe were extremely acceptable; and he diſmiſſed her wwith 
great complacency, thinking that his raſh oath did not lay 
him obligation to do wrong. | 

36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a 

feaſt in his houſe, like mo of 9 ing; and Nabal's 
heart {was} within him, for he [was] v 

| — 3 ＋ ſhe told him — . — leſs — 

37 more until the morning light. But it came to paſs in 
the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, and 
his wife had told him theſe things, that his heart died 
within him, and he became [as] a ſtone, he was ue 

38 confounded, and fainted away.” And it came to paſs about 
ten days [after,] that the Loxp ſmote Nabal, that he 


died. 
39 And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
ſaid, Bleſſed [be] the Loxp, that hath pleaded the 


cauſe of my reproach from the hand o 8 
4 | ath 


Perhaps he was carried to bed dead drunk. It was a fign he was 
4 fool, if he could not uſe his plenty without abuſing it; or be 
pleaſant among his friends, but he muſt make a beaſt of himſelf. 

We have many inſtances of perſons dying ſuddenly at being 
told the danger they had 4 but he languiſhed ſome time. 
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hath kept his ſervant from evil: for the Logo hath re- 


turned the wickedneſs of Nabal upon his own head.“ 


And David, rig had ſuch a proof of Abigail s wiſdou 


and piety, and being charmed with her perſon and adareſs, 
after à decent time paid his addreſſes to her, and ſent and 
communed with Abigail, to take her to him to wife. 
40 And when the ſervants of David were come to Abigail 


to Carmel, they ſpake unto her, ſaying, David ſent us 
41 unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. And ſhe aroſe, 


and bowed herſelf on [her] face to the earth, and faid, 

Behold, [let] thine handmaid [be] a ſervant to waſh 

the feet of the ſervants of my lord; foe received the meſ- 

- ſage with great courteouſneſs and humility, and expreſſed her 

readineſs to perform the loweſt office even for his ſervants. 

42 And Abigail haſted, and aroſe, and rode upon an aſs, 

with five damſels of hers that went after her as her at- 

tendants; and ſhe went after the meſſengers of David, 

43 and became his wife. David alſo took Ahinoam of 
Jezreel; and they were alſo both of them his wives.” 


44 But as to his firſt wife, Saul had given Michal his 


daughter, David's wife, to Phalti the ſon of Laiſh, 
which [was] of Gallim, and as ſbe lived in adultery, Da- 
vid had a right to marry again. Saul did this to affront and 
. grieve him, and to cut off all his pretences to the crown on 
that account. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


7. E may hence infer what a great bleſſing a wife 

afl ot prudence and good underſtanding is to a 
family. A virtuous woman, ſays Solomon, is a crown to her 
huſband. Abigail reſcued her family from ruin, by her 
prudence and good ſenſe. Her h 's foibles ſet her 
virtues in a more beautiful light. Let thoſe who conſult 

* David did not rejoice in his death itſelf, but took notice of 
it as an inſtance of divine juſtice, which at once vindicated him, 
and was. an encouragement to him and others to truſt in God, 
without avenging themſelves, | . 

This was undoubtedly wrong; tho', as our Lord intimates; 
thro” the hardneſs of their hearts, and the darkneſs of that diſpen- 
ſation, it was overlooked at that time. | 


— 
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their own ſafety, honour and happineſs, and the regularity 
and comfort of their families, endeavour to chooſe ſuch 
wives; eſteem good ſenſe, good temper, and piety, the 
firſt things to be ſought for in the choice. The heart of a 
huſband may ſafely truſt in ſuch a wife, and he will have no fear 
0 

PM We have reaſon to bleſs God for every inſtance in 
which we are kept from fin. It is a fignal mercy, and ſhould 
be thankfully owned, as David gave God the honour of 
- preſerving him. When we have been in danger of falling 
into fin, and doing that which would have occaſioned pain 
and grief in the recollection, and yet have been prevented, 
let us bleſs God. Nothing affords greater joy to a good 

man than this, or is juſter ground of gratitude to 
Whoever is the inſtrument of our deliverance from ſuch 
dangers, let God have the praiſe, who inclined them to re- 
prove us, and enabled us to take it, not only patiently but 
thankfully, like David; and let us daily pray with a very 
ſerious mind, Lord, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. Once more, | | wh. 
3. Let us learn to guard againſt a revengeful ſpirit, as 
what coil} be bitterneſs in the end; and to maintain a guard over 
our paſſions, eſpecially anger, when we meet with - unjuſt 
and unreaſonable treatment. This is a great ſnare; even the 
man after God's own heart was too eakily provoked, and too 
intent upon revenge. To many perſons, revenge is ſweet , 
they are never ſatisfied till they are avenged. But it is a 
baſe, wicked diſpoſition; and brings ſorrow and remorſe 
with it. Many om done things when in a warmth of 
temper,” which they have a thouſand times wiſhed had 
never been done. Let us remember, that the leſs we in 
dulge our paſſion, the more we conſult our peace. We 
ſhould depart from-raſh and wicked reſolutions, yea, tho? 
we are bound to them by an oath; and repent deeply before 
God that we ever made them. When angry, or tempted 
to revenge affronts, we ſhould confider how it will appear 
upon reſſection, and what a foundation we are laying for 
our.own torment and vexation. I is the glory of a man to 
pa by an affront ;, and by the goſpel, forgiveneſs of others 
a_neceſlary condition of our receiving pardon and ac- 
- warld 265 1 - &. Ceptance 
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ceptance from God. Let us leave our cauſe with God, who 
will -avenge it if he ſees good. Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yourſebves, but rather give place unto 1 ** dee 15 
mine, I will . +26 the Lord. ' 


th 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Saul i in this chapter repeats his purſuit of David; who boldly 
- ventures into Saul's camp; addreſſes Abner, and expoſtulates 
with Saul, who acknowledges his fault and retiris home. 


ND the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, 

ing, Doth not David hide himſelf in the hill 

| of Hachilah, [which is] before Jeſhimon ? This was 
baſe, unprovoked malice in the Ziphites; perhaps they were 
afraid that if he came to the throne he would revenge theiril 

2 wſage of him, Then Saul, tolo before ſeemed to be _ 
ciled, aroſe, and, willing to embrace the opportunity, he 
went down to the wilderneſs. of Z ph, having three 
thouſand choſen men of Iſrael with 3 to ſeek David 

3 in the wilderneſs of Ziph. And Saul pitched in the 
hill of Hachilah, which [1s] before LATER by the 
way. But David abode in the wilderneſs, and he. ſaw 

4 that Saul came after him into the wilderneſs. David 
therefore ſent out ſpies, and underſtood that Saul was 

come in very deed, and as very near him. 

5 And David aroſe, and came to the place where Saul 
had pitched: and David beheld. the place where Saul 
lay, and Abner the ſon of Ner, the captain of his hoſt: 
and Saul lay in the trench, near his chariot, and Abner 
with. him, and the people pitched round about him. 

6 Then anſwered David and ſaid to Ahimelech the Hit- 
 tite, and to Abiſhai the fon. of Zeruiah, (who was Da- 
vis ſiſter, .1 Chron. ii. 16.) brother to Joab, faying, 
Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp? And 
Abiſhai ſaid, I will go down with thee ; hie choſe to have 
but one for the ſake of ſecrecy, and left the other on a hill, 

7 wut directions what to do in caſe of an alarm. So David 
and Abiſhai came to the people by night: and, DOE, 

da 
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Saul lay ſleeping within the trench, and his ſpear ſtack 
in the ground at his bolſter : but Abner and the people 
8 lay round about him. Then faid Abiſhai to David, 
God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this 
day: now therefore let me ſmite him, I pray thee, 
with the ſpear even to the earth at once, [ will. not 
{ſmite] him the ſecond time; the words expreſs great 
g eagerneſs, Let me nail him to the ground at once. And 
David faid to Abiſhai, Deſtroy him not: for who can 
ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Loxp's anointed, and 
be guiltlels ? Being made king by God's appointment, it will 
10 be wrong to injure im. David ſaid furthermore, [As] 
the Lozxp liveth, the Loxp ſhall ſmite him; or his 
day ſhall come to die; or he ſhall deſcend into battle, 
and pertſh; he /ball fall by ſome ſudden ſtroke, as Nabal aid, 
11 or die by diſeaſe, or fall in battle. The Loxp forbid that 
1 ſhould Rftretch forth mine hand againſt the Logo's 
anointed: * but, I pray thee, take thou now the ſpear 


that ſis] at his bolſter, and the cruſe of water, and let 


us go, and by this they will fee what we could have done 
it not been out of reſpett to kim. So David took the 
ſpear and the cruſe of water from Saul's bolfter; and 
they gat them away, and no man faw [it,] nor knew 
[it, ] neither awaked: for they were] all aſleep; be- 
cauſe' a deep ſleep from the Lorp was fallen upon 
them; it was a ſpecial providence that they toere not di/- 
. covered in walking thro* ſo many ranks, and talking together. 
13 Then David went over to the other fide, and ſtood 
on the top of an hill afar off: a great ſpace [being] be- 
tween them, yet ſo near that a voice might be heard in the 
14 Pillneſs of the night. And David cried to the people, 
and to Abner the ſon of Ner, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou 
not, Abner? Then Abner anf and ſaid, Who 
[art] thou ¶ that] crieſt to the king, to diſturb huis re- 
15 poſe? And David faid to Abner, [Art] not thou a 
[valiant] man? and who [is] like to thee in Iſrael ? 
_ _ wherefore then haſt thou not kept thy lord the king? 
du haſt thou not obſerved better military diſcipline, and 
better guarded the king's perſon for there came one ” 
Ile would eſteem it his own aft if he permitted another to do it. 
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© the people in with an intention to deſtroy the king thy 
16 lord, and he had a fair opportunity to do it. This thing 


iveth, ye [are] worthy to die, becauſe ye have not 
kept your maſter, the Loxp's anointed. And now ſee 


17 off as his ſpear. And Saul knew David's voice, and 
id, [Is] this thy voice, my ſon David? David's cou- 
rage, generoſity, and piety, and his own ungrateful return, 
now crowded into his mind. And David, acknowledging 
SauPs authority, and his own allegiance to him, (aid, [It 

18 is] my voice, my lord, O king. And, pleading his in- 


nocence, he ſaid, Wherefore doth my lord thus purſue 


after his ſervant? for what have I done? or what evil 
19 [is] in mine hand? Now therefore, 1 pray thee, let 

my lord the king hear the words of his ſervant. If the 

Lord have ſtirred thee up againſt me, let him ac 

an offering: but if [they be] the children of men, 

curſed [be] they before the Logo ; for they have driven 

me out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the 


Lov, faying, Go, ſerve other gods; they have done 
20 that which has a tendency to bring me to idolatry. Now. 


therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the 

face of the Log, who ſees it, and will avenge it of thee : 
for the king of Iſrael is come out to ſeek a flea, as 

when one doth hunt 4 partridge in the mountains. 

21 Then ſaid Saul, I have ſinned both againſt God and 
thee : return, my ſon David, to 2 court again: for 1 
will no more do thee harm, becauſe my ſoul was pre- 
cious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the 

fool, and have erred exceedingly, I am aſhamed and ſorry 

22 for what I have done. And David, as an evidence of SauPs 
Vo. III. L danger, 

Y Some ſuppoſe he here refers to Saul; * If God hath. ſent 
this ſpirit into thee, , do thou humble thyſelf, and appeaſe him 
by a ſacrifice, who is angry with thee.” Others ſay, it refers to 

David; If it be my fins which have cauſed God to tir thee 


up againſt me, I am willing to become a facrifice to appeaſe his 
wrath,” I think the beauty of the words Hes in their ambiguity, 


| as they may. be taken both ways; he leaves Saul's own con- 


ſcience to find out the meaning. 


[18] not good that thou haſt done. [As] the Lozp 


where the king's ſpear [is,] and the cruſe of water that 
[was] at his bolſter ; he could as eafily have taken away his 
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danger, and his own innocence, anſwered and ſaid, Behold 


the king's ſpear! and let one of the young men come 

23 over and fetch it. The Loxb render to every man his. 
righteouſneſs and his faithfulneſs: for the Logp de- 

| livered thee into [my] hand to-day, but I would-not 
ſtretch forth mine hand againſt the Loxy's anointed.* 

24 And, behold, as thy life was much ſet by this day in 
mine eyes, ſo let my life be much ſet by in the eyes of 
the Lon, and let him deliver me out of all tribulation ;, 

25 may God deal with me as I have done with thee. Then 
Saul faid to David, Bleſſed [be] thou, my fon David: 
thou ſhalt both do great things,] and alſo ſhalt ſtill 
prevail; I find it in vain to purſue thee any longer, whom 
God intends for great things. Jo David went on his way, 
took the courſe he had deſigned for his own ſafety, notwith- 
ſtanding Saul's fair promiſes;, and Saul returned to his 
place, and we do-not find that he purſued David any more. 


REFLECTIONS. 


i. IO W ſoon do wicked hearts loſe all their ſerious 
impreſſions and convictions! What could be 
more ſolemn than Saul's laſt promiſes to David! He ſeem- 
ed deeply affected, and we ſhould ſcarce expect he would 
ever return to his folly ; but the next temptation, the very 
next opportunity, he was as bad as ever. It is too com- 
mon for men to be impreſſed with the folly of their ways 
to ſeę the ſinfulneſs of their conduct; to be aſhamed and 
humbled for it, and reſolve to be better; and yet return 
to fin, hike the dog to his vomit. What need have we to 
watch over ourſelves, to form deliberate. reſolutions, and 
to pray that God would keep us in a good mind, and be 
ſurety 10 his ſervants for good. 

2. We ſee how eaſily God can confound the devices and 
over-rule the deſigns of men. Saul and his three thouſand 
men thought they ſhould now have. David ſafe; but God 
laid them all aſleep. So eafily can he baffle the deſigns of 


his 
=_ Saul might * know that David was anointed, and 
4:2 1 therefore he ought to be as tender of David's life, as David: 


was of his, 
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his and his people's enemies. The flout-hearted have flept 
their fleep, and none of the men of might have found their hands. 
Let us adore that God, who has ſo many ways of influen- 
cing the minds of men, and controuling their power. Let 
all good men truſt in him, and make him their fear and their 
dread ; and then he will be their ſhield and their fortreſs. 
3. We may obſerve, that to be baniſhed from God's 
houſe and ordinances, is one of the greateſt griefs to a 
devout mind. To be abſent from God's tabernacle, and in 
danger of ſerving other gods, David complained of as a 
{oper grief than leaving the court, or his family, or his 
riends, or even his native country. Thoſe are the greateſt 
injuries which expoſe us to fin. To loſe the means of 
grace, and the privileges of God's houſe, is the greateſt 
of all loſſes. That this may not be our caſe, let us highly 
value them, and carefully improve them while they are 
continued; and eſteem a day in God's courts better than 4 
thouſand ſpent in fin and vanity, 

4. We learn from the example of Saul, that fin in 
general, and eſpecially the fin of perſecution, is playing the 
fool and erring exceedingly. Saul's purſuit of David was 
not only inveterate malice, but egregious folly; it was 
driving out the wiſeſt, braveſt, greateſt, and moſt worthy 
man in his dominions. Every inſtance in which we do evil, 
we play the fool, we act unwiſely, and do that which we ſhall 
repent of. And in proportion to the degree of light and 
conviction againſt which we act, is our error great, and our 
folly exceſſive; and proportionably great will be our ſname 
and remorſe. Whereas the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wiſdom; 4 good underſtanding have all they that do his com- 
mandments: his praiſe endureth for ever. : 


„ 3 
David ſtill fearing Saul, hep his dominions, and goes over to 
hi 


I A David faid in his heart, I ſhall now periſh 

one day by the hand of Saul: [there is] nothing 

better far me than that 2 ſpeedily eſcape into — 
N 
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land of the Philiſtines; and Saul ſhall deſpair of me, 
to ſeek me any more in any coaſt of Iſrael: fo ſhall I 
eſcape out of his hand. David thought Saul was not to be 
tristed, tho* he had promiſed fair; therefore, after conſulting 
his friends, as Joſephus tells us, he reſolved to leave his 
2 dominions. And David aroſe; and he paſſed over, with 


the ſix hundred men that [were] with him, unto Achiſh, - - 


3 the fon of Maoch,* king of Gath. And David dwelt 
with Achiſh at Gath, he and his men, every man with 
his houſehold, [even] David with his two wives, A- 
hinoam the Jezreeliteſs, and Abigail the Carmelitefs, 

4 Nabal's wife. And it was told Saul that David was 
fled to Gath: and he ſought no more again for him, 

5 which otherwiſe he wwas diſpoſed to have done. And David 
faid unto Achiſh, If I have now found grace in thine - 
eyes, let them give me a place in ſome town in the 
country, that I may dwell there: for why ſhould th 


5 ſervant dwell in the royal city with thee? Then Achiſh 


gave him Ziklag that day; wherefore Ziklag pertain- 

eth unto the kings of Judah unto this day. By this means 

Achiſh laid a greater obligation on David, and prevented any 

7 diſturbances in his capital city. And the time that David 

dwelt in the country of the Philiſtines was a full year 
and four months. a 

8 And David and his men went up and invaded the 

Geſhurites, and the Gezrites, and the Amalekites : for 

thoſe [nations were] of old the inhabitants of the land, 

as thou goeſt to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt.* 

2 9 And 

* He was called the ſon of Maoch to diſtinguiſh him from the 


former Achiſh. David perhaps had ſome aſſurance of protection 
from him. Achiſh would be glad to have ſuch a brave man out 
of his enemy's country; as it would weaken the Ifſraclites' forces, 
and keep up the diviſion; eſpecially as they brought their wives 
and children as pledges of their fideli 


David made this requeſt to ſecure Kemal from the envy of 


the courtiers, to keep his men employed, that they might not be 
in ſuch danger of idolatry and the vices of the Philiſtines, and 
have a free exerciſe of their religion, without offering an affront 
to the gods of the Philiſtines. 


© This was a frontier town in the lot of Judah; (ſee Joſhua 


xv. 31.) but the Philiſtines had kept poſſeſſion of it till now. 


4 Theſe were the remains of the nations that were devoted to 
AS | deſtruction 
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9 And David ſmote the land, and left neither man nor 
woman alive, and took away the ſheep, and the oxen, 
and the aſſes, and the camels, and the apparel, and re- 
turned, and came to Achiſh, to give account of the action, 

10 and preſent him with a ſhare of the ſpoils. And Achiſh 

_  faid, Whither have ye made a road to-day? And Da- 
vid faid, Againſt the ſouth of Judah, and againſt the 
ſouth of the Jerahmeelites, and againſt the ſouth of the 

11 Kenites.* And David ſaved neither man nor woman 
alive, to bring [tidings] to Gath, ſaying, left they 
\ ſhould tell on us, ſaying, So did David, and fo 


[will be] his manner all the while he dwelleth in the 


country of the Philiſtines ; he brought no man to Galli to 
tell how the matter was; and the Philiſtines were not likely 
0 know otherwiſe, being at a great diſtance, and buſy in 
12 preparation for war with Iſrael. And Achiſh believed 
David, ſaying, He hath made his people Iſrael utterly 
to abhor him; therefore he ſhall be my ſervant for ever; 
he can now have no thoughts of returning to Iſrael, but 
will continue with me, 7 do me ſervice as long as he lives. 
It was happy for David that he was ſettled at Ziklag, it 
Being a Proper place for the reception of thoſe who came to 
him ; as we find great numbers did, ſee 1 Chron. xii. 1-22, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. VIE fee there may be remainders of unbelief in a 
pious mind. David did wrong in going to an 


idolatrous country, where he had before complained of 


being driven. He had been commanded to ſtay in ju ah, 
and was aſſured of the kingdom; and tho” he could not truſt 
Saul, he might have truſted God. Unbelief is a fin which 
eaſily beſets good men. They adviſe with themſelves and 

| L 3 their 
deſtruction. Saul had not ſlain, all the Amalekites, tho“ he was 
commanded to do ſo; ſome had fled who were. probably at en- 
mity with Achiſh, ar leaſt not tributary to bim, or confederates 
with him. Thus David ſubſified” himſelf an his people, ſerved 
his own country, and did not injure his beriefactor, 970 
This was à fraudulent equivocation, un orthy ſuch a holy 
man as he was; for Achiſh would underſtand that he made an 
inroad on the ſouthern part of Judah, whereas he meant the 
countries that lay ſouth of Judah. 
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their friends, but not with their God, and do not Jook up 


to him for direction. Let us mourn over the remainder 
of unbelief in our own hearts, and pray that God would 
increaſe our faith. | 

2. Another fault of David, which ſhould be matter of 
lamentation and warning, is, that he deceived Achiſh. 
Tho? it was not a direct lie, it had the ſame conſequences 
and guilt, as it was intended to deceive him. How mean 
and diſhonourable is ſuch a conduct in any, eſpecially in 
men of diſtinguiſhed rank and eminence! Let it be our 
care to avoid this, as every degree of deceit, tho' it ſhould 
do others no harm, yet it warps the mind from truth, 
makes men think lightly of it, and prepares the way far 
lying. May we guard againſt every ſpecies of deceit, for it 
will, if encouraged, increaſe to more ungodlineſs; it will 
lead not only to injuſtice to men, but hypocriſy towards 
God. Therefore, as we are brethren, let us not le one 10 
anot ier, but ſee to it that our converſation be in ſimplicity 
and godly fincerity. He that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely. 
We ſhould remember that our words are all heard in hea- 
ven; and that by our words wwe ſhall be condemmed or juſtified, 
We may deceive men, but cannot deceive God; and he 
has entered it in the decrees of heaven, that no har ſoall 
inherit eternal life. ds 83 


mn ww 


CHAP. XXVIII. 
Me have in this chapter Saul's terror on account of the attack 
of the Philiſtines ; the application he made to a witch that he 
might ſee Samuel; the converſation he had with Samuel, and 

the" effeft it had upon im.. 

1 A ND it came to paſs in thoſe days, while David 
was with Achiſh, that the Philiſtines gathered 
their armies together for warfare, to fight with Iſrael, 
And Achiſh, who depended on David and his men to help 
tim, ſaid unto David, Know thou aſſuredly, that thou 
ſhalt go out with me to battle, thou and thy 'men. 
2 And David ſaid to Achiſh, Surely thou ſhalt — 4 
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what thy ſervant can do. And Achiſh faid to David, 


Therefore will I make thee keeper of mine head for 
ever, he in whom I put moſt confidence for the protection of 


my — 

3 ow Samuel was dead, and all Iſrael had lamented 
him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. 
This is added to ſbo that Sant was now ſenſible of his loſs. 
And Saul, at the beginning of his reign, when Samuel had 
Jome influence over him, had put away thole that had fa- 
4 miliar ſpirits, and the wizards, out of the land. And 
the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together, and came 
and pitched in Shunem : and Saul gathered all Iſrael 
5 together, and they pitched in Gilboa, And when Saul, 
from a neighbouring tall, (aw the hoſt of the Philiſtines, 
he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled, u the 
terrors of a guilty conſcience, and his own impending doom. 
6 And when Saul enquired of the Lokp, the Loxp 
anſwered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, 

nor by prophets.® | 
7 Ihen ſaid Saul unto his ſervants, Seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar ſpirit, that I may go to her, and 
enquire of her.“ And lik ſervants ſaid to him, Behold, 
[there is] a woman that hath a familiar ſpirit at En-dor, 
8 @ place near where the army was encamped. And Saul diſ- 
guiſed himſelf, and put on other raiment, that he might 
nat be known, otherwiſe the woman would not have pratiiſed 
her arts before him; and he went, and two men with 
him, and they came to the woman by night : and he 
ſaid, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar fpirit, 
4. and 
f This was an ambiguous anſwer. David no doubt wiſhed to 
put him off, and to conſult God firſt, in ſo nice an affair. But 
Achiſh underſtood him to imimate that he would do his beſt to 
e him. 


E It is ſaid, 1 Chron. x. 14. he enquired not of the Lord, He 
did not do it for a long time, but neglected him; and at laſt 


did not do it with a ſincere, upright heart; wherefore God eſteemed 


it as not done, 

d Saul here acts like a diſtracted man, driven to deſpair; for 
he knew this practice was contrary to the law of God, and fo 
did all the people; notwithſtanding there were ſome who pri- 
vately uſed necromancy, or conſulting the dead, which was a 
practice common among the Gentiles, | 
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and bring me [him] up from the grave whom I ſhall 
9 name unto thee. And the woman faid unto him, Be- 
hold, thou knoweſt what Saul hath done, how he hath 
cut off thoſe that have familiar ſpirits, and the wizards, 
out of the land : wherefore then layeſt thou a ſnare for 
my life, to cauſe me to die? Provide ordered it ſo that 
Saul ſhould be told this to his face, to convince him of his fin. 

10 And Saul aſſured her of ſafety, and ſware to her by the 
Lox, ſaying, [As] the Loxp liveth, there ſhall no 

11 puniſhment happen to thee for this thing. Then ſaid 
the woman, Whom ſhall I bring up unto thee? And 

12 he ſaid, Bring me up Samuel. And when“ the woman 
ſaw Samuel, ſhe cried with a loud voice, fbrieked out in 
ſurpriſe and terror, having never ſeen ſuch a fight before : 
and the woman ſpake to Saul, ſaying, Why haſt thou 

13 deceived me? for thou [art] Saul.“ And the kin 

ſiaid unto her, Be not afraid: for what ſaweſt thou? 
And the woman ſaid unto Saul, I ſaw gods“ afcending 
.... out 


i This ſtory is attended with many difficulties. Commentators 

have often ſtrangely confounded it and themſelves. There are three 
opinions concerning it. One is, that it was all a jug le; another, 
thar an evil ſpirit perſonated Samuel; a third, which ſeems moſt 
likely, that it was feally Samuel. The firft, that it was a juggle, 
is abſurd in itſelf,” as Saul was not likely to be the dupe of the 
woman. He and his companions were brave men, and not to be 
2 impoſed upon; they were not frightened, tho* ſhe was; their 
Whole anſwer was quite rational. They came ſuddenly and un- 
expectedly, ſo that there was no time for artifice, Had it been 
- a juggle, the woman would not have been frightened. When ſhe 
knew Saul, ſhe would have flattered him, and have given him 
ſome favourable anfwer; ſhe would not have foretold his death, 
Jeſt ſhe ſhould ſuffer for it, and it ſhould be imputed to her en- 
chantments. The reaſons why it was not an evil ſpirit, and that 
it was really Samuel, will be given as we proceed. 

* It muſt be obſerved: carefully the word when is not in the 
original; the inflant Saul pronounced Samuel's name, ſhe faw 
him in her cell. | | 

Seeing the venerable prophet himſelf, ſhe immediately conclud- 
ed, that 3 would not appear in this extraordinary manner to 
any but the king of Iſrael, and therefore it muſt be Saul. This 
. plainly proves that her whole art was deſigned to deceive; and 
that it was not an evil ſpirit. If it had been one, and brought 
up by her art, ſhe wopld not have been ſo frightened. 

Ide word often ſignifies @ god, and fo is applied to the true 
God, to a magiſtrate, or perſonages of great honour. 
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14 out of the earth. And he ſaid unto her, What form 


[is] he of? And ſhe ſaid, An old man cometh up; 
and he [is] covered with a mantle, ſuch as prophets wear. 

And Saul perceived that it {was] Samuel himſelf," and he 
ſtooped with [his] face to the ground, 'and bowed him- 
ſelf with great reverence before him. 

15 And Samuel faid to Saul, Why haſt thou diſquieted 
me, to bring me up? * And Saul anſwered, I am fore 
diſtreſſed; 4 the Philiſtines make war againſt me, and 
God is departed from me, and anſwereth me no more, 
neither by prophets, nor by dreams : therefore I have 
called thee, that thou mayeſt make known unto me 

16 what I ſhall do. Then ſaid Samuel, Wheretore then 
doſt thou aſk of me, ſeeing the Lon is departed from 
thee, and is become thine enemy? Nothing can be more 
ſenſeleſs than to imagine that I can do any thing for thee, 

17 when God, "whoſe ſervant I am, hath forſaken thee, And 
the Lox d hath done to him,” as he ſpake by me: for the 
Loxp hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and 

18 given it to thy neighbour, [even] to David. Becauſe 
thou obeyedſt not the voice of the Lord, nor executedſt 
his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the Lozp 
done this thing unto thee this day. I is remarkable he 


does not mention his killing the prieſts, becauſe the decree of 
cutting off the kingdom from him was denounced before that - 


19 was donc. Moreover the Lok will alſo deliver Iſrael with 
thee into the hand of the Philiſtines: and to-morrow? 
| [halt] 


„Here a moſt important word is omitted in the tranſlation, 
which is in the original. He perceived that it was Samuel i 
Jp, the very ſame - perſon he had' ſo often ſeen and converſed 
with. | 


This paſſage is urged as a proof that it was an evil ſpirit, 
But the plain meaning is, that he was grieved io be called on 
ſach an errand, to be a witneſs and reprover of Saul's impiety 
and madneſs. He ſays, Why haſt thou di/quieted me? — my 
ſpirit? It was not the witch that hath done it, but Ae. 


P To him. Dr. KennxicorT proves from three Hebrew MS$ 
— the Greek and vulgate verſions, that it ſhould be rendered, zo 
1 The word often fignjfies /oon, ſee Deut. vi. 20. but it might 
be literally on the amorrow, for any thing that appears in the 
ſtory to the contrary, if this was paſt midnight, which it probably - 
Was, 
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[ſhalt] thou and thy ſons [be] with me in the fate of 
lie dead: the Lorp alſo ſhall deliver the hoſt of Iſra- 
20 el into the hand of the Philiſtines. Then Saul fell 

ſtraightway all along on the earth, and was ſore afraid, 

becauſe of the words of Samuel: and there was no 
h in him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, 
nor all the night. 
21 And the woman came unto Saul, and ſaw that he 
was ſore troubled, and ſaid unto him, Behold, thine 
bandmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my 
life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words 
22 which thou ſpakeſt unto me. Now therefore, I pray 
- . thee, hearken thou alſo unto the voice of thine hand- 
mad, and let me ſet a morſel of bread before thee; and 
eat, that thou mayeſt have ſtrength, when thou goeſt 
on thy way, otherwsſe thou wilt not be able to go to the 
23 camp. But he ed, and ſaid, I will not eat; he choſe 
. rather to die there, than by the Pliliſtines. But his fer- 
Vvuants, together with the woman, compelled him, by 
- earneſt importunity; and he hearkened unto their voice. 
x This 1 zucz that 1 really Samuel, for 
mo ju * 11 15 3 id ail ſpirit 
could- do it; we have no reaſon to believe that God would reveal 
theſe things to them. Beſides, an evil ſpirit would nat have re- 
proved Saul, as this apparition did, nor blame bim for enquirin 
2 this way; but would rather have encouraged and countenan 
3+: Satan is not divided againſt himſelf. If it be aſked, Why God 
anſwered him thus, when he refuſed to do it in another way? It 
may be anſwered, that there was no prophet with Saul. The 
Urim was with David; and he could not expect dreams or viſions. 
God might wiſely ſufter Samuel to appear, to make the greater 
im on Saul, who had paid fo little regard to him whilſt 
living ; and to reprove him for his former crimes, eſpecially this 
Iſt. And how could God have taken a more eſfectual method 


to diſcountenance ſuch a practice ? Had there been no anſwer, or 


bad Saul only been frightened by this wicked woman, their faith 
im this wretched creature might have been confirmed. But when 


he cauſed Samuel to appear in his own „ and declare, what 
none but infinite wiſdom could reveal, it was-a remarkable wa 

of ſhowing his deteſtation of ſuch practices, and a ſtrong t + of 
of the immortality of the ſoul. - If it be aſked, Why did not 


Samuel exhort him to repent? I anſwer, the reproof itſelf is an 
'exhortation ; but probably there was no room for repentance, after 
all that had been faid to him, and done for him. 
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So he aroſe from the earth, and fat upon the bed. 

34 And the woman had a fat calf in the houſe; and ſhe 

haaſted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded [it,] 

25 and did bake unleavened . bread thereof: And ſhe 
brought [it] before Saul, and before his ſervants, and 
they did eat. Then they roſe up, and went away that 
night, 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. J\ HIS remarkable ſtory throws ſome light upon 
what has been matter of much debate in the 


world, concerning witches and apparitions. As to the 
former, it ſeems to intimate that witches were nothing but 
mere cheats, or elſe this poor witch would never have been 
ſo much frightened. I never ſaw any ſatisfactory evidence 
that perſons ever had, or can poſſibly have, evil ſpirits 
under their command, and by which they were capable of 
doing miſchief. Many ſuch Rories, which have been beſt 
atteſted, have been found nothing but frauds; and all the 
reſt may reaſonably be ſuſpected, becauſe there does not 
appear any good end that they can anſwer. It is remarka- 
e, that none have appeared among us ſince the act which 
was made againſt them was repealed ; and very probably 
there never will be any more. For a man to pretend to it 
under the jewiſh law, was death. And ſuch perſons deſerve 
ſevere puniſhment now, becauſe it tends to leſſen a regard 
to providence, and to introduce impiety. 
With regard to apparitions, this tory ſeems to me to 
prove, that God, for wiſe and good reaſons, may ſuffer 
departed ſpirits to take ſome vehicle or light kind of body, 
by which they may become the objects of ſenſe, and 
capable of converſing with us. Such inſtances I believe 
have been; yet never but on extraordinary occaſions. The 
great thing to be regarded is the defign or the end to be 
anſwered by ſuch an appearance, for providence never acts 
ut for a wiſe and good end; and if that was not to be ſeen 
y us, why was the apparition ? God does not take dehght 
n terrifying men; and not one of them can appear without 
 kis permiſtion. This fingle remark carried with us, would 
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overthrow a thouſand of thoſe fooliſh ſtories, which tend 
only to frighten children, But we have no need to give 
ourſelves any pain about this, if we will but attend to the 
next reflection which this chapter ſuggeſts to us. 

2. We ſee here the horrors of a guilty conſcience, and 
how ſolicitous we ſhould be to make God our friend. 
When the Philiſtines came againſt Saul, he remembered 
the guilty blood of the Amalekites which he had ſpared, 
and the innocent blood of the priefts which he had ſhed. 
His iniquities were ſet in order before him. This drove him 
in the wild diſorder of his mind to conſult a witch. He who 
would not ſerve God, became a ſlave to his own fears and 
folly: When he heard his doom confirmed by the ſame 
prophet who had delivered it before, what remorſe and 
deſpair, what horror of conſcience, what terror and anti- 
cipation of the divine vengeance did he feel! What a dread- 
ful fituation muſt his mind be in ! from which his crown 
and ſceptre, his dominions and armies could not ſecure 
him.” God grant that we may all learn from this awful 
ſtory, the evil of ſin, the ſad conſequence of combating 
with conſcience, grieving: the ſpirit of God, and caufing 
him to withdraw. May we never provoke the Lord to 
anger, leſt he give 'us up to a hard and reprobate mind, 
Let us ſecure an intereſt in his friendſhip, by faith in Chriſt, 
and holy obedience to his will; and then, evil ſpirits can do 
us no harm, and good ſpirits will not. Happy is he that 
feareth the' Lord, for he ſhall be ſatisfied from himſelf; and 
inſtead of terror, remorſe and deſpair, his life ſhall be 
comfortable and is end ſhall be peace. E 


8 


C HAP. XXIX. 


id 1s this chapter we fad David-in great firaits, and happily 
| . ++ 4 1 delivered by the mierpoſition of providence. ©" \ 
| 1 OW the Philiſtines gathered er all their 


armies to Aphek : and the Iſraelites pitched by 

is -| | 2 a fountain which ſis] in Jezreel. And the lords of the 
SZ _ Philiſtines paſſed on by hundreds, and by thouſands, 
ſome 
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ſome at the head of an hundred, and ſome of a thouſand 
ſoldiers: but David and his men paſſed on in the rere- 
ward with Achiſh, who was choſen general of the whole 
army, and David went with him as captain of his guards, 
3 according to his promiſe. Then ſaid the princes of the 
Philiſtines, What [do] theſe Hebrews [here?] thinking 
it odd that they ſhould go againſt their own countrymen. 
And Achiſh ſaid unto the princes of the Philiſtines, 
{Is] not this David, the ſervant of Saul the king 
of Iſrael, which hath been with me theſe days, or 
theſe years, a year and four months, long enough to 
prove him, and I have found no fault in him ſince he 
4 fell [unto me] unto this day? And the princes of the 


Philiſtines were wroth with him; and the princes of the 


Philiſtines ſaid unto him, Make this fellow return, that 
he may go again to his place which thou haſt appointed 
him at Ziklag, and let him not go down with us to 
battle, leſt in the battle he be an adverſary to us, ſhould 
prove falſe and revolt : for wherewith ſhould he reconcile 
himſelf unto his maſter? [ſhould it] not [be] with the 
heads of theſe men ? by betraying us into the hands of Saul? 
This was a plaufible reaſon, but the chief was, envy and 
indignation at his reputation, and ſeeing him ſo honourably 

5 treated. [Is] not this David, of whom they ſang one 
to another in dances, ſaying, Saul flew his Beers omg 
and David his ten thouſands? reminding Achiſh that ha 
was a very dangerous perſon, and would hardly forfeit his 
popularity by fighting againſt his country. 


6 Then Achiſh, who was over-ruled in the council of war, 


called David, and faid unto him, Surely, [as] the 
Loxd hveth,* thou haſt been upright, and thy going 


out and thy coming in with me in the hoſt [1s] good in 
my fight: for 1 have not found evil in thee fince the 


day of thy coming unto me unto this day; @ very honour- 
able teſtimony : nevertheleſs the lords favour thee not. 
7; Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that thou diſ- 
8 pleaſe not the lords of the Philiſtines. And David ſaid 
unto 


- -* Achiſh ſwears ar the Lord liveth, and not by Dagen: per- 
haps David, who /poke of God's teftimonies before kings, bad in- 
firuſted him in the knowledge of Jehovah. a 
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unto Achiſh, But what have I done? and what haſt 
thou found in thy ſervant ſo long as, I have been with 
thee unto this day, that I may not go fight againſt the 
enemies of my lord the king? David, tho" inwardly 
pleaſed, would not have Achiſh imagine he wanted to be diſ- 

9 miſſed. And Achiſh, knowing that all _ had been 
well managed by him, and proſpered in his , anſwered 
and faid to David, I know that thou [art] good in my 
5 as an angel of God: notwithſtanding the princes 
the Philiftines have ſaid, He ſhall not go up with us 

to the battle; and he thought it was better to loſe a fa- 
10 wourite, than to have a mutiny in the army. Wherefore 
now riſe up early in the morning with thy maſter's ſer- 
vants that are come with thee: and as ſoon as ye be up 

11 early in the morning, and have light, depart. So David 
and his men roſe up early to depart in the morning, to 
return into the land of the Philiſtines. And the Phi- 
liſtines went up to Jczreel. This was ordered by Gd 
ſpecial providence, to preſerve him either from fighting againſt 
his own people, or betraying his truſt; as alſo that he might 
come ſeaſonably to the reſcue of his friends at Ziklag, and 


his own concerns. 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. I is ſometimes injurious even to have high 
tion. This ſhould teach us not to be too fond of 
honour, or the applauſe of men, for it expoſed David to 
the envy and hatred of the Philiſtine lords, Popular ap- 
lauſe may ſoon be turned to reproach; therefore while we 
have honourably, and have the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience, let us not be over ſolicitous about the applauſe 
2. We may ſee by this remarkable appearance of provi- 
* dence in David's favour, that the ſteps of a good man are ordered 
- bf the Lord. He knew not what to do; he could not deſert 
without 1mputation of cowardice, treachery, and ingratitude 
to his benefactor; and yet it was hard to fight againſt his 
country, and the Lord's anointed, and would exaſperate the 
Iſraelites againſt him. He was under no engagements but 

| . *, to 
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to defend Achiſh ; perhaps he would have done that as cap- 
| tain of his guard; and perhaps he might have ſaved Jona- 
than's life, and accommodated matters betweeen the con- 
tending parties. He was much wanted at home, tho” he 


did not know it. In this difficulty God appeared for him, 


by ſtirring up the Philiſtine lords againſt him, and ſuffering 
them to indulge and ſucceed in their reſentment. David's 
honourable diſmiſſion freed him from all theſe difficulties, 
juſt time enough to fave his wives and children, and ſub- 
ſtance, His mind was undoubtedly much diſtreſſed, and 
God ſuffered this to chaſtiſe his folly in going to the Phi- 
liſtines; but becauſe his heart was right, he interpoſed to 
reſcue him, and his diſgrace proved greatly to his advantage. 
This affords us enc t to truſt in God in all our 
ſtraits and difficulties, for he can find out ways and means 
to reſcue us, and even ſtir up our enemies to deliver us out 
of this or the other evil, from which our friends cannot. 
In all our ways, therefore, let us acknowledge him, and he will 
direct aur paths. 


CHAP. XXX. 

Me read here of the diſtreſſed circumſtances in which David and 
his men found Ziklag on their return; his purſuit of the enemy; 
the recovery of their families and effefs; and the d:flribution 
of the ſpoil. ms 


x ND it came to paſs, when David and his men 


Amalekites had invaded the ſouth, and Ziklag, and 
2 ſmitten Ziklag, and burned it with fire; And h 
the women captives, that [were] therein: they ſlew not 
any, either great or ſmall, but carried [them] away, 
3 and went on their way.“ So David and his men came 
to the city, and, behold, [it was] burned with fire; and 


© It was firange/ they did not deſtroy them; as David had 
done their wives and children. There was however a remarkable 
a in it, as they did not ſtop till they got to the bor- 


th got. 
| of their own country: then they ſtaid to _ themſelves, 


in their victory. 


were come to Ziklag on the third day, that the 


taker 


K 2 
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3 their wives, and their ſons, and their daughters, were 
1 5 4 taken captives. Then David and the people that [were] 
I with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had 
5 no more power to weep. And David's two wives were 

taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs, and Abigail 
| bs. the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. This was indeed a heavy 
I | trial. They had juſt eſcaped Saul's fury, and got ſafe from 


j the Philiſtines, and expected to meet their wives and children 
1 with joy; but, behold, all were loſt. We can ſcarce imagine 


| 6 any thing more melancholy. And David was greatly diſ- 
1 treſſed; for the people ſpake of ſtoning him, becauſe 
the ſoul of all the people was grieved, every man for 
his ſons and for his daughters; heir grief for a time took 
atuay their reaſon, and they aſcribed all their miſeries to him 
for having attacked the Amalekites : but David encouraged 
himſelf in the Loxo his God ys prety kept up his courage. 
He had à great command of temper, did not threaten to 
puniſh their inſolence, but remained filent under all their ill 
7 uſage. And David ſaid to Abiathar the prieſt, Ahi- 
melech's ſon, I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. 
And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. Is 
8 the day of his trouble he ſought the Lord. And David en- 
quired at the Lokb, faying, Shall I purſue after this 
troop? ſhall I overtake them? And he anſwered him, 
Purſue : for thou ſhalt ſurely overtake [them,] and 
without fail recover [all.] God anſwered, and for his 
encouragement, promiſed more than he required. 
So David went, he and the fix hundred men that 
+ [were] with him, and came to the brook Beſor, where 
10 thoſe that were left behind ſtayed. But David purſued, 
he and four hundred men: for two hundred abode be- 
hind, which were fo faint that they could not go over 
the brook Beſor; their grief had made them neglełi to take 
proper refreſhment. This was a great trial of David's faith, 
as it took from him a third part of his army; yet he ſhowed 
them great rade and thi” the caſe was urgent, did noi 
11 fury them beyond their ſtrengin. And they found an 


Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David, and 
gave him bread, and he did eat; and they made him 
12 drink water. And they gave him a piece of a * 
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figs, and two cluſters of raiſins: and when he had eaten, 
his ſpirit came again to him; they did what they could 

to recover and comfort him, tor he had eaten no bread, 
nor drank [any] water, three days and three nights, /hat 

13 #s, part of three days and three nights, And David ſaid 
unto him, To whom [belongeſt] thou? and whence 
[art] thou? And he faid, I ſam] a young man of 
Egypt, ſervant to an Amalekite; and my maſter left 
me, becauſe three days agone I fell fick. This was the 
higheſt degree of inhumanity and cruelty , he left him fick, in 
an enemy's country, deſtitute of neceſſaries, when they had 
plenty, and with their camels could eaſily have taken him with 
14 them. We made an invaſion [upon] the ſouth of the 
Cherethites, the Philiſtines, and upon | the coaſt] which 
belongeth] to Judah, and upon the ſouth of Caleb, 
his inheritance, where Nabal's poſſeſſions were, and we 

15 burned Ziklag with fire. And David faid to him, Canft 
thou bring me down to this company? And he ſaid, 
Swear unto me by God, that thou wilt neither kill me, 
nor deliver me into the hands of my maſter, f - whoſe 
cruelty he had a ſufficient ſpecimen, and I wilt bring thee 

down to this company. | 

16 And when he had brought him down, behold, [they 
were] ſpread abroad upon all the earth, eating and 
drinking, and dancing, becauſe of all the great ſpoil 
that they had taken out of the land of the Philiſtines, 
and out of the land of Judah; here they thought themſelves 
perfeftly ſecure, becauſe the Philiftines and Iſraelites were gone 
17 te war. And David came upon them early in the morning, 
and ſmote them from the twilight even unto the even- 
ing of the next day: and there eſcaped not a man of 
them, fave four hundred young men, which rode upon 
18 camels, and fled. And David recovered all that the 
Amalekites had carried away: and David reſcued his 
19 two wives. And there was nothing lacking to them, nei- 
ther ſmall nor great, neither ſons nor daughters, neither 
ſpoil, nor any [thing] that they had taken to them: Da- 

20 vidrecovered all, according to God's word. And David took 
all the flocks and the herds, taken by the Amalekites from 

the Philiftines and the men f Fudah, [which] they drave 
Vor. III. | Er before 
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before thoſe [other] cattle, belonging to David and the men 
of Ziklag, and ſaid, This [is] David's ſpoil, obtained 
by his valgur and condust. Thie ſoldiers now repented of their 
inſolence, aud were willing David ſhould have all the new 
21 ſpoils that were taken. And David came to the two 
hundred men, which were fo faint that they could not 
follow David, whom they had made alſo to abide at the 
brook Beſor : and they went forth to meet David, and 
to meet the people that {were} with him, 40 congratulate 
them on their ſucceſs, and receive their wives and children ; 
and when David came near to the people, he faluted 
them, in 6 maſt friendly manner enquired about their health, 
: far he had left them weak and faint. 
22 Then anſvered all the wicked men and [men] of 
Belial, of thoſe that went with David, properly ſo called. 
becauſe they were covetous and barbarous ; probably David 
when he ſaluted the two hundred men, told them they ſhould 
have their own things reſtared, and part of the ſpoil; but 
- theſe wicked men objefted, and (aid, Becauſe they went 
| © pot with us, we will not give them [aught} of the ſpoil 
that we have recovered, fave to every man his wife and 
his children, that they may lead {them] away, and de- 
23 part. Then ſaid David, Ye ſhall not do fo, my bre- 
thren, with that which the Logp hath given us, who 
hath preſeryed us, and delivered the company 
24 came againſt us into our hand. For who will hearken 
unto you in this matter? but as his part {is] that goeth 
dyn to the battle, ſo [ſhall] his part be) that tar- 
25 rieth by the ſtuff: they ſhall part alike. And it was 
— from that day forward, that he made it a perpetual 
tute and an ordinance for Iſrael unto this day. 
\ 26 And when David came to Ziklag, be (ent of the 
= =o ſpoil unto the elders of Judah, [even] to his _— 
- = ying, 
| reer 
ner; and ar at unce G0. 0 | to them, it 
_ would be peculiarly baſe oy in — aki to their 
brethren. He reaſoned from the equity of the thing; they were left 


behind by common conſent, were part of the body, and 
- 3 3 in _ — a — | 

vo Amalekites were a ris xurious, effeminate e 
ſee Judges viii. 24, 26. and David ſent part of the Jewels and. 


o 
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ſaying, Behold a preſent for you of the ſpoil of the | 
27 enemies of the Loxp; To them] which [were] in 
Heth. el, and to [them] which [were] in ſouth Ramoth, 
28 and to [them] which [were] in Jattir, And to [them] 

which [were] in Aroer, and to [them] which [were] in 

Siphmoth, and to [them | which [were] in Eſhtemoa, 
29 And to [them] which [were] in Rachal, and to them] 
which [were] in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, and to 


30 [them] which [were] in the cities of the Kenites, And | 


to [them] which [were] in Hormah, and to [them] 
which [were] in Chor-aſhan, and to [them] which 
31 [were] in Athach, And to [them] which [were] in 
Hebron, and to all the places where David himſelf and 

his men were wont to haunt; 10 the friends among whom 
they had lurked, and from whom they had received intel- 

| ligence and proviſions. He ſent theſe preſents, as @ token 
that he wiſhed them proſperity, in gratitude for their kind- 

neſs, and as à means of ſecuring their affetiion. 


REFLECTIONS, 


I, GR. here a ſtriking inſtance of the uncertainty of 
all created comfort. Little did David and his men 
think of ſo melancholy a fight. Being diſmiſſed from the 
army, they were highly delighted with the thoughts of 
rejoic ng with their families and friends. But what a 
dreadful ſcene opened to their yiew! When we go abroad, 
we know not what occurrence may happen before we re- 
turn; we may go out cheerful, and return doleful ; our 
houſes may be deſtroyed and turned into aſhes; wives, 
children, and friends may be dead, Thoſe who have often 
ons out and come in, and found their families in peace at 
— return, ſhould be thankful to God for his preſerving 
care. Let us always conſider ſuch enjoy ments as precarious; 
and boaſt not of to-morrow, fiuce we know not what @ day may 
tring forth. 


2. Let good men learn of David, to encourage them- 
ſelves in the Lotd their God, in the moſt diſtreſſing cir- 
4 | M 2 | cumſtances. 


other ſpolls to the elders of Judah, and other friends, leſt bis men 
ſhould grow effeminate by uſing them. 


r ... . 


Re nr tw 49 


A N 


- —— 


cumſtances. His grief was as great as theirs, and additional 
troubles fell upon him thro? their inſolence and outrage. 
He was charged as the author of all this miſchief; but he 
encouraged himſelf in the power and providence of God, 
who had often appeared for him, and had promiſed to 
bring him to the throne; the recollection of this kept u 
his ſpirits. Let us all ſeek an intereſt in God as our G 
then ſhall we have a ſure refuge when trouble comes. 
Good men ſhould not be caſt down, but hope in God. He 
ſhall we afraid of evil tidings whoſe heart is fixed truſting in 
the Lora. | 

3. The cruelty of the Amalekite to his poor ſervant, 
ſhould fill our minds with abhorrence of every degree of 
cruelty, even to the meaneſt ſervant and dependant. Thoſe 
have the ſpirit of Amalekites, and not Iſraelites, who for- 
fake their ſervants in diſtreſs, and turn them fick into the 
wide world, or take no care of them when old and diſabled. 
A merciful man regardeth the life even of his beaſt, much more 
of his fellow creature; but the tender mercies of the wicked are 
cruelty, Humanity and compaſſion are graces well becom- 


ing chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe in higher ſtations of life. 


May we therefore put on, as the ele? of God, bowels of com- 


paſſon. p: 
4. See how ſoon deſtruction may come upon thoſe who 


ſieem moſt ſecure and moſt merry. The Amalekites were 


all cheerful and jovial, eating and drinking, and dancing; 
they expected no danger to be near, when the blow came 
upon them and deftroyed them almoſt all. Such is the 
caſe of ſenſual ſinners; they apprehend no danger, and put 
far off the evil day. Eating, drinking, and dancing, have 
been the ſoft and pleaſant ways by which multitudes have 

one down to the congregation of the dead; and when they 

id peace and ſafety, lo! ſudden deſtruction came upon them. 
Let us then always be upon our guard, for while we in- 
dulge ſenſual 22 our ſpiritual enemies will gain 
an advantage over us. Let us take heed to ourſelves, leſt our 
hearts be at any time overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunken- 
neſs, or the cares of this life, and that awful day come upon us 
WIamwares. * | | | 1 
rar 15 Reil ar | | CHAP, 


IL SAMUEL. XXXI. 165 


CH AP. XXXI. 


Saul having loſt his army, and his ſons being flain, he and his 
 armourbearer kill themſelves, and the Philiſtines triumph over 
the dead carcaſes. 


. OW Saul had no ſooner returned to the camp at 


Gilboa, than the Philiſtines fought againſt Iſrael : 
and the men of Iſrael fled from before the Philiſtines, 


"2 and fell down lain in mount Gilboa. And the Phi- 


liſtines followed hard upon Saul and upon his ſons, who 
commanded the army, ſuppoſing that if theſe were diſpatched 
_ they would not rally again, and the Philiſtines ſlew Jona- 
than, and Abinadab, and Melchi-ſhua, Saul's ſons. By 
this a wiſe providence made way for David's ſettlement ; for 
Jonathan had many friends, and might have been a- great 
3 Hinderance to his peaceful eftabliſhment. And the battle 
went fore againſt Saul, and the archers hit him; and he 
4 was ſore wounded of the archers. Then ſaid Saul unto 
his armourbearer, having no hope of eſcape, Draw thy 
ſword, and thruſt me through therewith leſt theſe un- 
circumciſed come and thruſt me through, and abuſe me, 
make ſport with me, as they did with Samſon. But his 
armourbearer had ſo much reſpef for him that he would 
not; for he was ſore afraid: therefore Saul took a 
5 ſword, and fell upon it. And when his armourbearer 
ſaw that Saul was dead, he fell likewife upon his ſword 
6 and died with him. So Saul died, and his three ſons, 
and his armourbearer, and all his men, his houſehold 
ſervants and guard, that ſame day together. 


| 7 And when the men of Iſrael that [were] on the other 


fide of the valley of Zezreel, and [they | that [were] on 
the other fide Jordan, rather, on this fide Jordan, & the 
word may be rendered, ſaw that the men of Iſrael fled, 
and that Saul and his ſons were dead, they forfogk the 
cities, and fled; and the Philiſtines came and dwelt in 
them. AS 

$ And it came to paſs on the morrow, when the Phi- 
liſtines came to ftrip the ſlain, that they found Saul 

9 and his three ſons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they 
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cut off his head, and ſtripped off his armour, and ſent 

into the land of the Philiſtines round about, to publiſh 

[it in] the houſe of their idols, and among the people. 

Trey ſent both the head and the armour, as we read in 

1 Chron. x. 10. to inform the people of the viftory, and 

to be hun as a tr of it in the temple of Dagon. 

ro And they — his —_ 4 the houſe of A, 

and they faſtened his body and the bodies of his ſons to 

the wall of Beth-ſhan, expoſing them to public ſhame, 

11 And when the inhabitants of Jabeſh-gilead heard of 

12 that which the Philiſtines had done to Saul; All the 

_ valiant men aroſe, and, in return for the kindneſs he had 

done them, (cl. xi. 11.) went all night, and took the 

body of Saul and the bodies of his ſons from the wall of 

-ſhan, and came to Jabeſh, and becauſe their fleſh 

was putrified, and ſo could not be embalmed, and to prevent 

the Philitines getting them 92 — into their power, they 

- 13 burned them there. And they took-their bones, and 

buried [them] under a tree at Jabeſh, where they lay till 

the end of David's reign, when he buried them in the 

ſepulthre of Kiſh, the father of Saul; and they faſted ſeven 

days, that is, till the evening of each day, out of refpeft ia 

Saul, Thus ended the hiſtory of this unhappy monarch, See 
Hoſea xm. 10, 11. 1 


REFLECTIONS. 


17 E ma eee 

conſcience, and the miſerable end of a ſelf- de- 
ceiving finner. Saul had a long combat with himſelf; his 
Soren fd been foretold by Samuel's apparition; and he is 
here brought to a miſerable end. Every aggravating cir- 
cumſtance attended it; full of horror and deſpair, he baſely 
and cowardly deſtroys himfelf, and all to keep his body 
from being abuſed by the Philiſtines. There was no ſign 
of care about his ſoul; he died as he had lived, a terror 
to himſelf and all about him. Now his many fins find 
him out. See here the conſequence of diſobedience to 
God's commandments, and his righteous judgments upon 
one of the greateſt of men, when he proved profligate and 

: | '_ perverſe, 


1. 
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It is a warning to us, that we may fear the Lord, 
and walk in the way of his commandments. | 
2. Victory and ſucceſs ſhould always be aſeribed to God. 
So the Philiſtines thought, tho' their's were ſuch poor 
gods, that they did not know what was done a few miles 
off. This ſhows the ſenſe men have of the reaſonableneſs 
of acts of publick homage to their ſuppoſed deliverers. 
Whatever ſucceſs we meet with, we ſhould ſay, Not unto 
us, not unto us, O Lord, but to thy name be the glory. 
| 3. Reſpect is due to the remains of the dead, eſpecial- 
ly deceaſed princes. A concern to reſcue the remains of 
| Saul and his ſons, was for the honour of Iſrael: In general, 
the relation between kings and their people is ſo intimate, 
that the diſgrace of the one is a refle&ion on the other. If 
theſe men were ſo reſolute, and undertook ſo hazardous an 
expedition, to reſcue their dead bodies from ſhame, how 
willing ſhould we be to hazard our fortunes or lives for the 
perſon or reputation of a good king, under whoſe ſhelter 
we are ſafe and happy. Finally, 

4. We may learn this uſeful leſſon, not to put our truſt in 
princes. 22 but ye ſball die as men. They not 
only die, but often die. miſerably. Happy is the man who 
hath the God of Jacob for his help, who truſts in the Lord for 
ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. 
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The ſecond Book of SAMUEL, 


Called by the Seventy 


The ſecond Book of KINGS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


I T is called the ſecond Book of Samuel, becauſe it gives 

an account of the fulfilment of what he foretold. It is the 
hiſtory of David's reign, and contains a period of about forty 
years. The author was very probably Nathan or Gad. See 


1 Chron. xxix. 29. 


CHAPTER T. 


In which we have the intelligence of Saul's death brought to 
David; the manner in which he received it; and the noble 


elegy he compoſed on the occaſion. 


1 O W it came to paſs after the death of Saul, 
N when David was returned from the flaughter 

of the Amalekites, and David had abode two 

2 days in Ziklag; It came even to paſs on the third day, 
that, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul 

Vith his clothes rent, and earth upon his head, in the 

habit of a mourner : and [ſo] it was, when he came to 

David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeiſance. 

3 And David faid unto him, From whence comeſt thou? 

And he ſaid unto him, Out of the camp of Iſrael am 

4 I eſcaped. And David ſaid unto him, How went the 

matter? I pray thee tell me. And he anſwered, That 

the people are fled from the battle, and many of the 

ple alſo are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan 

is ſon are dead alſo ; he only mentioned Saul and Fonathan, 
434 the perſons about whom David was chiefly concerned. 
5 And David ſaid unto the young man that told him, 
How 
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How knoweſt thou that Saul and Jonathan his ſon be 

6 dead? And the young man that told him ſaid, As I 
happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul 
leaned upon his ſpear, endeadouriug to run himſelf through 
with it; and, lo, the chariots and horſemen followed 
7 hard after him. And when he looked behind him, 10 
ſee if any of his guards were near, he ſaw me, and called 

8 unto me. And I anſwered, Here [am] I. And he ſaid 
unto me, Who [art] thou? And I anſwered him, I ſam] 

9 an Amalekite. He faid unto me again, Stand, I pray 
thee, upon me, and ſlay me, add thy force, that the ſpear 
enter in; for anguiſh is come upon me, becauſe my 

life [is] yet whole in me, or, as the margin renders it, my 
coat of mail, or my embroidered coat, khindereth me, ſo that 
10 my life is yet whole within me. So I ſtood upon him, and 
flew him, becauſe I was ſure that he could not live af- 
ter that he was fallen; he probably ſaw indignation riſing 


in David's countenance, and therefore adds, that he did it 


out of pity and kindneſs : and I took the crown that [was] 
upon his head, and the bracelet that [was] on his arm, 
and have brought them hither unto my lord.“ 

11 Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent 
them; and likewiſe all the men that (ne with him : 

12' And they mourned, and wept, and faſted until even, 
for Saul, and for Jonathan his ſon, and for the people 
of the Lox, and for the houſe of Iſrael ; becauſe they 
were fallen by the ſword.* 13 And 


* He aſks this, becauſe it was not ſo eaſy to know who were 


ſlain in the confuſion of a battle, and it was a matter of great 


moment to be ſatisßed in this. 

d Saul was the firſt who wore theſe enſigns of royalty; and it 
is hardly probable that he wore them in battle. The: might 
either be carried* by ſome who attended him, or be left in his 
tent, which the Amalekites no doubt plundered. It is obſervable 
that he mentions nothing particular concerning Jonathan's death; 
as knowing that would be a diſagreeable ſubject to David. n 

© The Amalekite expected to have ſome conſiderable reward, 
but he was greatly Hifappointed; fee <>. iv. 10. inſtead of ſeein 
tranſports of joy in David and his men, behold, weeping 
great lamentation, and many tears, for Saul, and for jonathan 
that generous, brave and worthy man, for the calamities of his 
countrymen and friends, Conſequently, the expreſſions of deſirin 


the ruin of his enemies, and of triumph over them, were not. 


from a ſpirit of revenge, but predictions that it ſhould be fo, 


— — — ů — 
* 
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13 And David, when the tranſports of his grief were over, 
faid unto the young man that told him, Whence [art] 
thou? and he anſwered, I am) the ſon of a ftranger, an 
14 Amalekite. And David ſaid unto him, How waſt thou 
not afraid to ſtreteh forth thine hand to deſtroy the 
15 Loxp's anointed ? And David called one of the young 
men of his guard, and faid, Go near, [and] fall upon 
16 him. And he ſmote him that he died. And David 
ſaid unto him, Thy blood {be} upon thy head; for 
thy mouth hath teſtified againſt thee, faying, I have 
flain the Loxoy's anointed.* 
17 And David lamented with this lamentation over 
18 Saul, and over Jonathan his fon: *( Alſo he bade them 
teach the children of Judah { the uſe of] the bow: be- 
hold, [it is] written in the book of Jaſher;) probably a 
. book or hiſtorical poem containing the memorable events of the 
19 nation. The beauty of Ifrael, the flower of the nation, 
is ſlain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fal- 
len! how and dreadfully are they flain! He knew 
the enemies would triumph, and therefore adds, in a beauti- 
20 ful apoſtrophe, Tell [it] not in Gath, publiſh [it] not 
in the ſtreets of Aſkelon; left the daughters of the Phi- 
liſtines rejoice, leſt the daughters of the uncircumciſed 
triumph; ke wiſdes if poſſible to conceal it, for the honour of 
Cod; left even the women ſhould rejoice, mg 
. dot 
* Tho? this account was falſe, (ſee 1 Sam. XXI. 5.) yet David 
ew it vor ® and mi pany ſuppoſe rag ilty 8 
on; it w ore ro , bein 
in kl, and neteſſary = vindicits 2 for bad be 
rewarded him, or ſuffered him to go unpunithed, it might have 
been faid that he had employed him. It was neceſſary to ingrati- 
ate himſelf with the people, and deter others from ſuch practices, 
and to ſecure reſpe& to the perſon of kings, eſpecially the Lord's 
anointed. It is remarkable, that an Amalekite ſhould bring that 
crown, which Saul had forfeited by ſparing the Amalekites, _ 
* This Elegy diſcovers a fine genius, and an excellent ſpirit; 
it is written in verſe in the original, that it might be more af- 


beging, and better and longer remembered. 


is verſe comes in as a parentheſis. David might think 
the defeat of the Iſraelites was occaſioned by the want of more 
bows; eſpecially as the Philiſtines were very. ſkilful archers; the 
children of Judah lived next to them, and therefore it was pro- 
per for them to learn the uſe of the bow. | 
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21 idol gods as the authors of it, Ye mountains of Gilboa, 
[let there be] no dew, neither flet there be] rain, up- 


on you, nor fields of offerings. He utters an execration on 


the mountain where the battle was fought : let there be no 
rain upon it; no fruitful fields, from whence tythes and 
offerings ſball be brought to God's houſe; let it remain bar- 
ren, and be a ſad and woeful manument of this calamity : for 
there the ſhield of the mighty is vilely caſt away, that 
they might run the faſter; the ſhield of Saul, [as though 
he had] not [been] anointed with oil, as if he had been 4 
22 common ſoldier, and not a king.* From the blood of the 
ſlain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan 
turned not back, and the fword of Saul returned not 
empty; Saul and Jonathan were uſed to be victorious over 
23 their ſtouteſt enemies. Saul and Jonathan [were] lovely 
and pleaſant in their lives, and in their death they were 
not divided; they were courteous and kind to the people, 
loved one another and the nation; Fonathan ſtuck cloſe to him 
till death, which proves that there was no conſpiracy againſt 
Saul: they were ſwifter than eagles in purſuing their 
enemy, they were ſtronger than lions in overthrowing 
24 them. Ye daughters of Iſrael, weep over Saul, who 
clothed you in — with [other] delights, who put on 
ornaments of gold upon your apparel, adorned you with 
25 the ſpoils taken from the enemy. How are the mighty 
fallen in the midſt of the battle! O Jonathan, ¶ thou 
 _ waſt] ſlain in thine high places, in the high places of thy 
26 own country, which thou hadſt ſo valiantly defended. I am 
diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleaſant 
haſt thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, 
aſſing the love of women; here his grief for Jonathan 
eaks out again in an abrupt manner, whoſe love to him 
was as ſincere, ardent, and delightful, as the higheſt con- 
27 jupal affeftion. How are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war periſhed | This was the burden of the ſongi 
how are the mighty fallen, and the military glory departed 
from Ijfrael!* | 


8 David probably refers here to the ſpoil of Saul's dead body; 
and to the indignation and joy with kick the enemy tore off 
his armour, and ſet it up as a trophy. 

v It is impaſſible to do juſtice to this fine poem. Dr. WaTTs's 
is the beſt verſion, and comes neareſt the ſpirit of the original. 
See WarTs's Miſcellanies. 


- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I. E may obſerve, that worldly minded men are 

| apt to meaſure the minds or others by their 
own. This Amalekite thought David would be glad to be 
informed that he had killed Saul, his inveterate enemy, 
with his own hand; but more eſpecially to ſee the crown 


which he brought with him, and expected that he would 


have amply rewarded him. Thus men of baſe and ſordid 
minds, think others are like themſelves; and thoſe who 
are moſt ready to caſt reflections on the temper or conduct 
of others, have often more of the very temper and conduct 


which they cenſure ſo freely. 


2. We learn from the example of David, to conceal the 
faults of others, eſpecially of thoſe who are dead. In this 
elegy we meet not with the leaſt trace of Saul's cruelty to 
him; he remembered nothing but the brave man, the valiant 
commander, the magnificent prince, God's anointed, his 
once indulgent maſter, his Michal's and his Jonathan's 
father. He ſaid nothing of his diſobedience, or his acts of 
tyranny. He did not inſult him now his honour was laid in 
the duſt, and his crown fallen from his head. Thus ated 
the man after God's own heart. We may judge then what 
they are, who forget all the virtues of wiſe and good men, 
who are either living or dead; who rake together their 
faults, and pour out cenſures on their heads or their 
aſhes. Charity ſhould teach us to ſay the beſt of every 


one. If we know no good, let us ſay e but cover 


their faults with a mantle of love. We muſt ſpeak evil of 
no man. _. "4 

3. Pity and tender ffection is no way inconſiſtent with 
true courage and firmneſs of nind. David's heart melted 
within him; all the tender paſſions of his ſoul were affected 
at once, and burſt forth into theſe elegant but melancholy 
ſtrains; and while he ſhows a heart impreſſed with the 
ſtrongeſt emotions of affection and grief, he diſplays a moſt 
martial and courageous ſpirit. A compaſſionate temper 1s 
not a contemptible weakneſs; the poem before us, com- 
pared with the whole of David's conduct, ſnows it. In 
es | _ Cele» 
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celebrated Mr. Avpisow, who was an excellent judge of 
human nature, being told that a ſoldier wept at a moving 
ſcene in his Cato, ſaid, He will figat never the worſe for 
that; it is a ſign he is a brave man.“ We ſhould all cul- 
tivate a tender and an affectionate diſpoſition in ourſelves, 
and eſpecially in our children; for without this we cannot 
ſibly be happy in relative life. A greater than David hath 
* t us an example of this, even the ſon of God; whom it 
is our glory, and will be our higheſt happineſs to reſemble. 


— — 
— — 


CHA P. II. 


In this chapter we have an account of David being made king in 
' Fudah, and of another king ſet up by Abner , which occaſioned 
4 civil war, but at length a ceſſation of arms is agreed upon. 


1 ND it came to paſs after this, that David enquired 
of the Lorp, by Abiathar the high prieſt, ſaying, 

Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the 
Lonv ſaid unto him, Go up. And David faid, Whither 
ſhall I go up? And he ſaid, Unto Hebron, he principal 

2 city, which lay in the middle of the tribe. So David went up 
© thither, and his two wives alſo, Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs, 
3 and Abigail Nabal's wife the Carmelite. And his men 
* were] with him. did David bring up, every man 
with his houſehold: Ben” they dwelt-in the cities of 
2 where he provided for them according to their 

4 merits and his ability And the principal men of Judah 
came, and there they anointed David king over the 
houſe of Judah:' And, upon enquiring after the body of 
Saul, they told David, ſaying, [That] the men of 
Jabeſh-gilead [were they] that buried Saul. This was 


his firſt royal ad, and it ſhowed both his prudence and 


Pie. 
| 5 And 


1 No doubt they had taken meaſures to have an unanimous 
election; but that failing, they appointed him king over their 
own tribe only; they did not pretend to determine for all Iſrael, 
3 r 
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5 And David ſent meſſengers unto the men of Jabeſh- 
gilead, and faid unto them, Bleſſed [be] ye of the 
E that ye have ſhowed this kindneſs unto your 

6 lord, [even] unto Saul, and have buried him. And 
now the Lok ſhow kindneſs and truth unto you: and 

J alſo will requite you this kindneſs, becauſe ye have 

7 done this thing.* Therefore now let your hands be 
ſtrengthened, and be ye valiant: for your maſter Saul 
is dead, and alſo the houſe of Judah have anointed me 
king over them; fear not any evil from me, for I am ſo 
far from bearing you any ill will for your kindneſs to Saul, 
that I efteem myſelf for that reaſon bound to protect you, and 
hope for the ſame friendſhip and allegiance to me. 

$ But Abner the fon of Ner, captain of Saul's hoſt, 
the general of the army and Saul relation, took Iſh- 
boſheth the ſon of Saul, and brought him over. to 

9 Mahanaim;' And made him king over Gilead, and 
over the Aſhurites, and over Jezreel, and over Eph- 
raim, and over Benjamin, and over all Iſrael; mam of 
the Iſraelites were brought over to him out 4 the reſt of the 

10 tribes, Iſnh-boſheth SauYs ſon [was] forty years old 
when he began to reign over Ifrael, and reigned two 
11 years.“ But the houſe of Judah followed David, And 
the time that David was king in Hebron over the houſe 

of Judah was ſeven years and fix months. : 


12 And Abner the fon of Ner, and the ſervants of Iſhs 


©  boſheth the ſon of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to 


13 Gibeon, to make war againſt David. And Joab the ſon 


of Zeruiah, who was David's /ifter, (therefore Foab _ 


* He not only. prays that God may reward them, but does it 
himſelf; and promiſes to defend them from the Philiftines, if 
they ſhould come to puniſh them for entering on their city and 
taking away the trophies of their victory. | 

| Abner knew that David was defigned by God's appaintment 

the kingdom, ch. iii. 9. nevertheleſs he ſer up another in 
pes of the chief command, and ou. of envy and perſonal pique 
to David, who had bantered him about his care of Sauk 6 
boſheth was a weak man, and Abner intended he ſhould have 
the name of king, bat that he hamſelif ſhould have the govern- 
ment. He ſet him up at a great diſtance beyond + 


It was two years before there were any hoſtilities between: the 
houſe of Iſrael and the houſe of Judah. 


II. SAMUEL. IL 175 


, tis nephew, and the chief commander) and the ſer- 
vants of David, went out, and met together by the 
pool of Gibeon: and they fat down, the one on the 
one fide of the pool, and the other on the other 

14 fide of the pool.” And Abner ſaid to Joab, Let the 
young men now ariſe, and play before us; let a certain 
number of our choice ſoldiers try their ſkill in handling their 
weapons, and encounter one another, which may be a kind o 
diverſion to us; Abner intended by this to diſhearten David's 

15 men, And Joab ſaid, Let them ariſe. Then there 
aroſe and went over by number twelve of Benjamin, 
which [pertained] to Iſh-baſheth the ſon of Saul, and 
twelve of the ſervants of David, of known and approved 

16 valowr. And they caught every one his fellow by the 
head, and [thruſt] his ſword in his fellow's fide; fo 
they fell down together: wherefore that place was 
called Helkath-hazzurim, hat is, the field of ſtrong men, 
which [is] in Gibeon; and the conſequence was, that both 

17 armies were exaſperated. And there was a very ſore 
battle that day ; and Abner was beaten, and the men 

of Iſrael, before the ſervants of David. 

18 And there were three ſons of Zeruiah there, Joab, 
and Abiſhai, and Aſahel: and Afahel [was as] light of 

19 foot as a wild roe, wery ſwift and ſtrong. And Aſahel 

after Abner; and in going he turned not to 

the right hand nor to the left from following Abner, 
he ua intent on killing the greateſt 2 and ſo 

20 put an end to the war. Then Abner looked behind him, 
and faid, [Art] thou Afahel? And he anſwered, I 

21 [am.] And Abner gave him fair warning of his danger, 

and (aid to him, Turn thee aſide to thy right hand or 

to thy left, and lay thee hold on one of the young men, 
and, that you may not return without ſpoil, take thee his 
armour, do not venture to engage an old ſoldier. But 

Aſahel would not turn afide from following of him. 


| 22 And 

* Tt is probable Joab had orders from David not .to- overtake 

them, but to act on the defenſive; having ſworn to Saul that he 
would not cut off his ſeed, 

It has been generally thought, that all the twenty four were 

lain; but I rather think, that David's twelve men few the 

others, and that not one of them were flain, | 


= 


176 | 
22 And Abner ſaid again to Aſahel, Turn thee afide from 


following me: wherefore ſhould I ſmite thee to the 
ground? how then ſhould I hold up my face to Joab 


thy brother ? Abner knew 


23 
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Joab was a fierce, revengeful 
man; he probably imagined that he ſhould want Joab's 
aſſiſtance to make friends with David. Howbeit he re- 
fuſed to turn aſide: wherefore Abner, by a back ſtroke 
with the hinder end of the ſpear ſmote him under the 
fifth rib,] that the ſpear came out behind him, and 
he fell down there, and died in the ſame place: and it 


came to pals, [that] as many as came to the place 


24 


where Aſahel fell down and died ſtood ſtill, fearing to 
ſhare the ſame fate, or to take care of the dead body. Joab 
alſo and Abiſhai purſued after Abner, not knowing of 


their brother's death: and the ſun went down when they 


25 


26 


27 f 


29 


were come to the hill of Ammah, that [lieth] before 


Giah by the way of the wilderneſs of Gibeon. 

And the children of Benjamin gathered themſelves 
together after Abner, and became one troop, and ſtood 
on the top of an hill; hey rallied, and ſtood in a body, as 
if they would renew the fight. Then Abner called to Joab, 
and faid, Shall the ſword devour for ever? knoweft 
thou not that it will be bitterneſs in the latter end? 
how long ſhall it be then, ere thou bid the people re- 
turn from following their brethren, children of the ſame 
ather, - who worſp1p the ſame God? And Joab ſaid, 
[As] God liveth, unleſs thou hadſt ſpoken, made that 
challenge, (v. 14.) and thereby provoked us to fight, ſurely 
then in the morning the people had gone-up every one 
from following his brother, marched home again in peace, 
without bloodſhed. So Joab blew a trumpet, /ounded a 
retreat, and all the people ſtood ſtill, and purſued after 
Ifracl no more, neither fought any more. And 


+ Abner and his men walked all that night through the 
| plain, anck paſſed over Jordan, and went through all 


ithron, and they came to Mahanaim, not chogſing to 


30 halt near an army who had beaten ' them. And Joab 


returned from following Abner: and when he had 
| gathered 


What in the morning be called playing, he now calls de- 


pouring. Whoever conqu- rs in civil war, the nation loſes, 
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| rune] all the people together, there lacked of David's 
ervants nineteen men and Aſahel, à very /mall number; 
therefore it is the more probable the twelve men above- men- 
31 tioned were not ſlain. But the ſervants of David had 
ſmitten of Benjamin, and of Abner's men, [fo that] 
three hundred and threeſcore men died; this was not 
a great e for a conquered army, but probably David had 
32 given orders to avoid bloodſhed. And they took up Aſa- 
el, and buried him in the ſepulchre of his father, 
which [was in] Beth-lehem. And Joab and his men 
went all night, and they came to Hebron at break of 
day, and gave David an account of the action. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E may infer, that it will be our wiſdom and 

duty to follow the leadings of providence. 
David was defigned for the throne, but inſtead of haſtily 
ſummoning the Iſraelites when Saul was dead, he enquired 
of the Lord. Thus ſhould we ſeek direction, even in proſ- 
perity, when ſecond cauſes ſmile, and things go on happily. 
In all our ways we ſhould acknowledge God, he will diret3 
our paths. 

2. The race is not always to the ſwiſt, nor the battle to the 
ſtrong. Abner's confidence was ſoon defeated, nor could Aſa- 
hel's ſwiftneſs fave him. Let this abate our confidence in 
any accompliſhment ; for many are betrayed by thoſe excel- 
lencies which they are moſt fond of; and their defeats and 
diſappointments are grievous in proportion. to their pride 
and vanity. May we cultivate humility and moderation, 
and not depend too much upon any advantage we may 
have above others. Let not any man think more highly of 
himſelf than he ought to think; let not the young man glory 
in his youth, nor the ſtrong man in his ſtrength; but let him 
that glorieth, glory in the Lord. 

3. It is a maxim of true wiſdom not to begin any impor- 
tant affair, without conſidering the conſequences which may 
enſue. | Had Abner attended to this, he had not been de- 
feated; but he ſaw his folly when it was too late. He 
might have known, that it would be bitterneſs in the end, 
Vor. III. N and 
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God hath made us capable of looking forward, o 
ing what will be the conſequence of things, and where they 


and therefore ſhould not have given the challenge. The event 
of things often alters men's opinions. This may be applied 


to civil war, and to all contentions and differences; when 


once hegun we know not where they will end, but they 


certainly will produce bitterneſs. This is true of every fin. 


If men would confider the remorſe of conſcience which at- 
tends it, the loſs of reputation and comfort, and what is 
of infinitely greater conſequence, the loſs of their fouls, 
ſurely they would not be b eaſily led into finful practices. 

fonfder. 


will end; and by neglecting this, we run ourſelves into in- 
numerable ſorrows. Let us then always remember that ſin 
will be bitterneſs in the end; that at the laſt it will bite like a 
ſerpent, and ſting like an adder. May we therefore ſtand in 


awe, and ſin not. 


CHAP. . 


We have here an account of David's family, and of Abner's 
revolt from 1ſh-boſheth ;, his league with David; his attempt 
to bring the Iſraelites to ſubmit to David; of his murder by 
Joab; and the reſpet3 and funeral honours which David paid 
him. | 


I OW there was long war between the houſe of 
Saul and the houſe of David : but David waxed 
- ſtronger and ſtronger, and the houſe of Saul waxed 
weaker and weaker ; there were many ſkirmiſhes between 
them, but David got the better, and many forſook Abner 
and came over to him. | 
2 And unto David were ſons born in Hebron: and his 
firſt born was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs; 


+ And his ſecond, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal 


the Carmelite; and the third, Abſalom, the fon of 
Maacah, the daughter of Talmai king of Geſhur ; 
4 And the fourth, Adonijah the ſon of Haggith; and the 


- 5 fifth, Shephatiah the fon of Abital; and the fixth, 


Ithream, 
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Ithream, by Eglah David's wife.* Theſe were born to 
David in Hebron. | 
6 And it came to paſs, while there was war between 
the houſe of Saul and the houſe of David, that Abner 
made himſelf ſtrong for the houſe of Saul; he went thro? 
the tribes of Iſrael, endeavouring to eſtabli ih the intereſt of 
7 Ih-boſheth. And Saul had a concubine, whoſe name 
was] Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: and [Iſh-boſheth] 
aid to Abner, Wherefore haſt thou gone in unto my 
father's concubine ? He perceived that he was aſpiring to 
the throne, and had taken this ſtep to ſtrengthen his intereſt, 
and to give him an opportunity of throwing off the maſk 
8 when he became ſtrong enough. Then was Abner very 
-. wroth for the words * Iſh-boſheth, and faid, [Am] I 
a dog's head, ſuch a mean, contemptible creature, which 
againſt Judah do ſhow kindneſs this day unto the houſe 
of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his friends, 
and have not delivered thee into the hand of David, 
that thou chargeſt me to- day with a fault concerning this 
woman ? that thou ſhouldſt think it a diſprate to thy family 
9 for me to lie with thy father's concubine? So do God to 
Abner, and more alſo, except, as the Loxp hath ſworn 
10 to David, even ſo I do to him; To tranſlate the king- 
dom from the houſe of Saul, and to ſet up the throne 
of David over Iſrael and over Judah, from Dan even 
to 'Beer-ſheba. This is a moſt ſhameful ſpeech. It ſhows 
that he Fr againſt his king and his 8 ence in oppoſing 
12 ; and now declares, * as he had raiſed Iſh- el 
11 to the throne, he would pull him down 65.50 And he 
could not anſwer Abner a word again, becauſe he fear- 
e him, and was unwilling to provoke him. | 
12 And Abner ſent meſſengers to David on his behalf, 
ſaying, Whoſe [is] the land? faying [alſo,] Make thy 
ue with me, give me honourable terms, and, behold, 
my hand | ſhall be] with thee, to bring about all Iſtael 
13 unto chee. And he faid, Well; I will make a league 


$ with thee: * one thing I require of thee, that is, 
* | | N 2 | Thou 


4 Some ire of opinion this was Michal; tho' ſhe had no child 
after the contempt ſhe ſhowed to David, yet ſhe might have had 
before —_ time, 


180 II. SAMUE L. III. 


Thou ſhalt not ſee my face, except thou firſt bring 
Michal Saul's daughter, when thou comeſt to ſee my 
- 14 face. And David fent meſſengers to Iſh-boſheth SauPs. 
ſon, ſaying, Deliver [me] my wife Michal, which 1 
8 to me for an hundred foreſkins of the Phi- 
15 liſtines. And Iſh-boſheth, ue durſt not refuſe, leſt Ab- 
er ſhould forſake him, ſent, and took her from [her] 
16 huſband, [even] from Phaltiel the ſon of Laiſh. And 
her hufband went with her along weeping behind her 
to Bahurim, + Then ſaid Abner unto him, Go, re- 
turn. And he returned. Ws f 
17 And Abner went back. to perſuade the Iſraelites to ſub- 
mit to David, and had communication with the elders of 
Ifrael, ſay ing, Ye ſought for David in times paſt [to 
be] king over you; affer the death of Goliath, and when 
Saul and Jonathan were dead, had there been no other com- 
18 petitor, you would have choſen him. Now then do [it :] 
for the Los hath ſpoken of David, ſaying, By the 
hand of my ſervant David I will fave my people Iſrael 
out of the hand of the Philiſtines, and out of the hand 
of all their enemies; he reminds them of the divine oracle, 
probably delivered by Samuel, and urges the propriety of their 
| ing it, as the Philiftines were ſo troubleſome to them. 
19 And Abner alſo ſpake in the ears of Benjamin, which 
was his own tribe : and Abner went alſo to ſpeak in the 
ears of David in Hebron all that ſeemed good to Iſrael, 
and that ſeemed good to the whole houſe of Benjamin 
he informed David how the people flood affected to him, and ſa 
.  effeftually brought over Benjamin, that they never forſook 
20 him afterwards. So Abner came to David to Hebron, 
and twenty men with him, 10 bring Michal. And David 
made Abner, and the men that [were] with him a feaſt, 
| in 


David conſented to a league upon this reaſonable condition, 
that Michal, his firſt and beloved wife, who had hazarded her 
life to ſave his, and who now lived in adultery, ſhould be re- 
ſtored to him. This was a prudent ſtep, to ingratiate himſelf 
with the Iſraelites. Abner probably told him that he muſt apply 
to Iſh-boſheth, and that he would ":cond the meſſage. 

Here he went from family to family, and not only to the 
elders, as of the other tribes, becauſe they were moſt attached to 
the houſe of Saul. 28 
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in token of kindneſs, and as a confirmation of the league of 

21 friendſhip. And Abner faid unto David, I will ariſe, 
and go, and will gather all the chief men of Iſrael unto 
my lord the king, that they may make a league with 
thee, and that thou mayeſt reign over all that thine 
heart defireth. And David ſent Abner away, and he 
went in peace. 

22 And, behold, the ſervants of David and Joab came 
from [purſuing] a troop of the Philitines, or ſome other 
enemies of Iſrael, and brought in a great ſpoil with them: 
but Abner [was] not with David in Hebron; for he 

23 had ſent him away, and he was gone in peace. When 
Joab and all the hoſt that [was] with him were come, 
they, that is, ſome of the officious courtiers, told Joab, 
ſaying, Abner the ſon of Ner came to the king, and 

24 he hath ſent him away, and he is gone in peace. Then 
Joab, full of pride for his late ſucceſs, came to the king, 
and, in the moſt inſolent manner, (aid, What haſt thou 
done? behold, Abner came unto thee; why [is] it 
{that] thou haſt ſent him away, and he is quite gone? 
Intimating that David was a weak and credulous man, and 

25 did not underſtand his true intereſt. Thou knoweſt Ab- 
ner the ſon of Ner, that he came to deceive thee, and 
to know thy going out and thy coming in, and to 
know all that thou doeſt, that he may take advantage of 

26 it: then, without waiting for an anſwer, he went out. And 

when Joab was come out from David, he ſent meſſen- 
gers after Abner, in the king's name, which brought 
im again from the well of Sirah; but David knew 

27 [it] not. And when Abner was returned to Hebron, 
500 took him aſide in the gate to ſpeak with him quiet- 
4 pretended ſecret buſineſs, and ſmote him there under 

e fifth [rib,]- that he died, for the blood of Aſahel 
his brother.' 

28 And afterward when David heard [it,] he ſaid, I 

1 | N 3 aud 

t Joab's pretence for doing this was fidelity to the king, and 
care for his intereſt, and alſo for the murder of his brother 

Aſakel, tho that was in open war, and Abner would have avoided 

it if he could. But probably the true motive-was ambition; he 

thought Abner would have great influence with David, for bring- 
| ing in all Iſrael, and he feared ſo powerful a rival. 
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and my kingdom [are] guiltleſs before the Lozp for 

29 ever from the blood of Wh the ſon of Ner. Let it 

reſt on the head of Joab, and on all his father's houſe ; 

and let there not fail from the houſe of Joab one that 

hath an iſſue, or that is a leper, or that leaneth on a 

ſtaff, or that falleth on the ſword, or that lacketh 

bread. He firſt appealed to God for his innocence, and truſted 

' that neither he nor his kingdom ſhould ſuffer for it; then utter. 

ed a prophetick curſe, that the guilt might reſt on the head of 

30 the murderer and his family. So Joab and Abiſhai his 

brother flew Abner, becauſe he had ſlain their brother 

Aſahel at Gibeon in the battle. The murder was plotted 

between them, and Abiſhai was ready to aſſiſt if there had 
Seen occaſion, 

31 And David ordered the whole court to go into mourning, 

and {aid to Joab, to make him ſenſible of his fin, and 

. Weaken his intereſt in the hearts of the people, and likewiſe 

to all the people that [were] with him, Rend your 

clothes, and gird you with ſackcloth, and mourn be- 

fore Abner. And king David [himſelf] followed the 


32 bier, attended as chief mourner. And they buried Abner 


in Hebron: and the king lifted up his voice, and wept 
23 at the grave of Abner; and all the people wept. And 
the king lamented over Abner in a funeral oration, and 
ſaid, Died Abner as a fool dieth ? Should Abner have 
died like a fool, like a coward ? what a pity ſo valiant a 
34 man is come to fuck an end! Thy hands [were] not bound, 
nor thy feet put into fetters; he was not 4 priſoner, yet 
he =D not help himſelf : as a man falleth before wicked 
treacherous men, [ſo] felleſt thou; he was not overcome 
. in an honourable manner, but fell by ſecret treachery, as the 
_ beſt of men may do. This was probably ſaid in the preſence of 
| . to humble and mortify him. And all the people 
35 wept again over him. And when all the people came 
to cauſe David to eat meat while it was yet day, David 
ſware, ſaying, So do God to me, and more alſo, If I 
taſte bread, or aught elſe, till the fun be down; he re- 
36 ſolved to keep a ftrift faſt on this mournful occaſion. And 
all the people took notice [of it,] and it pleaſed them 
fo * the king ſo much affetied: as whatſoever the king did 


pleaſed 


Peer r 
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5. 
pleaſed all the people; by his carriage herein he gained j® 
great an intereſt in the people's affettions, that they put lit 
37 beſt conſtruction upon all his words and actions. For all 
the people and all Iſrael underſtood that day by kis grief, 
that it was not of the king to flay Abner the fon of 
Ner, that he neither ordered it, conſented to it, nor approved 
38 of it. And the king faid unto his ſervants, Know ye not 
that there is a prince and a gout man fallen this day in 
39 Iſrael? And I [am] this day weak, in an unſettled con- 
dition as yet, though anointed king; and theſe men the 
ſons of Zeruiah [be] too hard for me, have too muck 
intereſt, eſpecially among the ſoldiers, for me to puniſh and 
break with him; I muſt leave this to God : the Lorp 
1 reward the doer of evil according to his wicked- 
neſs. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. IN Abner we ſee the fatal effects of pride and am- 
bition; It was theſe tempted him to revolt; he 
could not bear reproof. Pride alſo tempted Joab to mur- 
der Abner; he could not bear a rival. To what treachery, 
and often villany, do the pride and ambition of men lead 
them! Let it be our endeavour to cultivate an humble 
ſpirit, and not to mind high things. Seeteſt thou great things 
for thyſelf? ſeek them not; for with the lowly is wiſdom, and 
ſafety and happineſs. | 
2. How odious is it to make religion the tool of policy 
Abner had no more religion than moſt miniſters of ſtate 
have; yet how godly does he talk when he would gain 
over Iſrael. He had no regard to the oracle of God be- 
fore; but when it would ſerve his turn, he quoted it, and 
urged upon the people a regard to it. Who would have 
expected to hear ſuch good words out of Abner's mouth. 
He ſhowed no figns of godlineſs, till his ambition and re- 
venge led him to it. O, how abominable is it to cloak 
WY N 4 5 ſelfiſh 
His courtiers probably thought that he bewailed his fall too 
much; he therefore tells them, they were not ſufficiently ſenfible 


of the loſs, of Abner's birth, his power, authority, and valour, 
and what ſervice he had been of to him and Iſrael. 
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ſelfiſh views with the name of God. This is the way of 
hypocrites in general, they have God near to their mouths, but 
it is far ſrom their thoughts to honour and obey him. Men 
may thus be deceived, but God cannot. The hypocrite his 
ſoul hateth, 

3. How vain are all the purpoſes of mortal men! Abner 
now thought himſelf of the moſt conſequence, conſidered 
himſelf as the hinge upon which the affairs of Iſrael turned; 
that he had influence enough to bring about a great revo- 
lation ; yet he was not ſecure of his own life even an hour. 
In the midſt of his towering expectations he died by the 
hand of treachery, and all his deep projects and high proſ- 

fell at once. Hence we learn, not to put our truſt even 
in princes, nor to be too confident in our own ſchemes ; for 
honour is but a vapour, and the ſtouteſt, the moſt prudent, 
ea, the beſt of men, may be cut off on a ſudden. Let us 
bour to ſecure ſomething that cannot be taken from us ; 
be firm in our purpoſes for God and religion; relying on 
his providence, let us ſay of the Lord, He is my buckler and 
my ſhield, in him will I truſt. . | 
4. We may juſtly lament the fall of great and honourable 
men, whatever their private characters may be. Abner 
had been faithful to Saul, and had great abilities for pub- 
lick ſervices, had they been well employed; and David 
lamented his fall. Honour is due to the remains and 
memory of a man of valour and merit, tho' he feared not 
God. But we ſhould eſpecially lament the fall of thoſe who 
are truly great, great in the fight of God and all good men, 
Conſidering the loſs which the publick will ſuſtain; all re- 
ſpe& is due to their remains; the righteous ſball be had in 
everlaſting remembrance. | | | 


a 


| CHAP. IV. | 

In which we have an account of the barbarous murder of Iſ- 
beben, and the puniſhment of the murderers, by David. 
1 ND when Saul's ſon heard that Abner was dead 
in Hebron, his hands were feeble; having loft his 
 Tounſellor and general, his ſpirits and courage failed — 


— 
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and all the Iſraelites were troubled, Jef they ſbould be 


embroiled in new wars. 

2 And Saul's fon had two men [that were] captains of 
bands, the captains of his guard; perſons of his tribe, 
whom he had advanced and —— confidence in: the name 
of the one [was] Baanah, and the name of the other 
Rechab, the ſons of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the 
children of Benjamin : (for Beeroth alſo was reckoned 


3 to Benjamin: And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and 


4 were ſojourners there until this day.“) And Jonathan, 
Saul's 2. had a ſon { that was] lame of [his] feet. He 
was five years old when the tidings came of Saul and 
Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurſe took him- up, 
af! fled: and it came to paſs, as ſhe made haſte to 
flee, that he fell, and became lame. And his name 

5 [was] Mephiboſheth.* And the ſons of Rimmon the 
Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about 
the heat of the day to the houſe of Iſh-boſheth, who 


lay on a bed at noon, according to the cuſtom in hot 


6 climates. And they came thither into the midſt of the 
houſe, [as though] they would have fetched wheat, 
that is, corn for the ſoldiers, who were maintained at the 
king*s expence; and they ſmote him under the fifth [rib:] 

7 and Rechab and Baanah his brother eſcaped. For 
when they came into the houſe, he lay on his bed in 
his bedchamber, and they ſmote him, and flew him, 
and beheaded him, and took his head, and gat them 
away through the plain all night; now Abner was dead, 

and Iþ-bojheth's kingdom in a toitering ſituation, and but 

litile hopes of advancement from him, they took this ſtep, ex- 

$ pefiing an ample reward from David. And they y_— 

e 


v The Benjamites poſſeſſed it: but when Saul was ſlain they 
fled to Gittaim, and * Philiſtines got poſſeſſion of it. This was 
formerly a city of the Gibeonites, 200 ix. 17.) who having 
been deſtroyed by Saul, he gave the city to his relations; and 
it is remarkable, that two men of the city. who ſucceded the 
— cut off Saul's ſon, the only ſtay and hope of his 

uſe. | 

* This is mentioned as what emboldened theſe two men to put 
Iſh-boſheth to death. Mephiboſheth was now only twelve years of 
age, and being lame, was not likely to puſh for the crown, or 
avenge his uncle's murder. | 
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the head of Iſh-boſheth unto David to Hebron, and 
faid to the king, Behold the head of Iſh- boſheth the 
ſon of Saul thine enemy, which ſought thy life; and 
the Lozp hath avenged my lord the king this day of 
Saul, and of his ſeed.” | 
9 And David anfwered Rechab and Baanah his brother, 
the ſons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and ſaid unto them, 
[As] the Logo liveth, who hath redeemed my foul out 
10 of all adverſity, When one told me, faying, Behold, 
Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I 
took hold of him, and flew him in Ziklag, who ſ thought] 
that I would have given him a reward for his tidings : 
11 How much more, when wicked men have ſlain a righteosu 
perſon, who had done them no wrong, but was their friend 
and patron, and in his own houſe upon his bed, when 
he ſuſpefed no danger ? ſhall I not therefore now require 
his blood of your hand, and take you away from the 
12 earth? And David commanded his young men who 
were his guards, and they flew them, and cut off 
their hands and their feet, and hanged them] up over 
the pool in Hebron, in à publick place, to teſtify his ab- 
 horrence of the ation. But they took the head of Iſh- 
boſheth, and buried [it] in the ſepulchre of Abner in 
Hebron, à ſepulchre which David had made to honour the 


memory of Abner, | 
REFLECT- 


y To recommend their ſervice, they put David in mind of Saul's 
enmity and perſecution of him, which they had revenged on his 
ſon; and impudently add, the Lord hath avenged the ting, when 
it was their own pride and ambition, God had forbidden all 
treachery and murder, and David reſented it with indipnation. 

2 David here expreſſes his gratitude to God for his ö 
and intimates, that he needed no wicked acts for his preſervation 
and advancement; he then reminds them of what he did to the 
Amalekite, who flew Saul at his own defire, and when he was 
wounded. Probably they had heard of this, but thought David 
would not reſent it, as Iſh-boſheth was a uſurper, and not the 
Lord's anointed, | 
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REFLECTION. S | 
* H E unhappy accident which happened to Mephi- 


boſheth, may remind us of the dangers'to which 
infants are expoſed, and ſhould make us thankful for the 
uſe of our limbs. His nurſe apprehended the Philiſtines 
would ſeek for him, and ſhe fled in a fright, and dropped her 
charge. To ſuch accidents are little ones expoſed; nor are 
the children of great and good men free from ſuch dangers. 
What reaſon have we to be thankful for all our near eſcapes 
from death, and for the preſervation of our bones; that 
none of them are broken, or rendered uſeleſs, or leſs uſe- 
ful than they otherwiſe would have been. It is God who 
holds us up from the womb, and preſerves us thro* the 
feeble and dangerous ſtate of infancy ; all our bones therefore 
ſhould ſay, Who is like unto thee, O Lord. 

2. Let the recollection of God's kindneſs to us, prevent 
us from taking any unlawful methods for our own ſecurity 
and advancement, or being pleaſed with others who do it 
for us. David depended upon God, and found him kind 
and faithful, He would not be beholden to any man, eſ- 

tally when taking ſuch unjuſtifiable methods to ſerve 

im. He who has obſerved the divine care, and ſeeks de- 
liverance from heaven, needs not the aid of treachery : he 
that believeth will not make haſte. 
3. We may obſerve the righteous judgment of God on 
treachery and villany. Little did theſe captains think death 
would be the reward for their intelligence. But their evil 
doings were turned upon their own heads. God abhors 
bloody and deceitful men, and they ſhould have no coun- 
tenance from us, Such will be the caſe of thoſe who think 
to ſerve the cauſe of Chriſt, the ſon of David, by war and 
perſecution, by fraud and rapine; who, under colour of 
religion, murder princes, break ſolemn contracts, and act 
deceitfully and treacherouſly, * But, as Mr. Hznzv ob- 
ſerves{towever men may canonize ſuch methods of ſervi 
. Chitftand the catholic church, Chriſt will let them know 
another day, that chriſtianity was not intended to deſtroy 
humanity ; and they who think thus to merit heaven, ſhall 
not eſcape the damnation of hell, 7 


; of Judah, (ch. ii. 4.) this chird over all Iſrael. 
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C HA FP. V. 


David is anointed king by all Iſrael; he takes Jeruſalem; and 
carries on @ ſucceſsful war againſt the Phuliſtines. 


HEN came s from all the tribes of 
Ifrael to David unto Hebron, and ſpake, ſay- 
ing, Behold, we [are] thy bone and thy fleſh; this was 
_ 4 reaſon why they ſhould chooſe him, and a proof that he was 
2 qualified by law, being one of their brethren. Alſo in time 
2 when Saul was king over us, thou waſt he that 
eſt out and broughteſt in Iſrael: and the Loxp 
ſaid to thee, Thou ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, and 
thou ſhalt be a captain over Iſrael; the flrongeſt reaſon 
was the divine deſignation, that he ſhould feed, that is, rule 
and govern Iſrael, and watch over them, as a ſhepherd over 
3 his flocks. So all the elders of Iſrael came to the king 
to Hebron; the ambaſſadors, having met with ſuch a fa- 
vourable reception, made their report, and the leading men 
of authority in every tribe came to make him king : and king 
avid made a league with them in Hebron before the 
Lond, to govern them juſtly and kindly, according to the 
law of God, and they to obey him conſtantly and faithfully, 
according to that law: * and they anointed David ki 
4 over Iſrael 4 third time.” David [was] thirt 15 years ol 
when he began to reign, [and] he reigned forty years. 
5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah ſeven years and fix 
months: and in Jeruſalem he reigned thirty and three 
years over all Iſrael and Judah. 
And now, being ſuch a numerous army, and having a 
valiant commander, and their ſpirits raiſed by this princely 


enter-. 
This was done before the Lord; they bound themſelves by 
mis ſolemn league, by ſacrifice, and appeal to God, who was 


py immediately 2 in the congregation of Iſrael. 
d The firſt time was only a deſignation to the office, and was 
done privately, (1 Sam. xvi. 13.) the ſecond only over the tribe 
He was probably 
anointed. by the bigh ſt; and we read 1 Chron. xii. that up- 
wards of three Ie nd forty thouſand came together on this 
occaſion, and feaſled before the king, wit with royal magnificence, for 


three days. 
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entertainment, they were reſolved to undertake ſome great at- 

6 chievement; And the king and his men went to Jeruſalem 
unto the Jebuſites, the inhabitants of the land: which 
ſpake unto David, ſaying, Except thou take away the 
blind and the lame, thou ſhalt not come in hither: think- 
7 ing David cannot come in hither.“ Nevertheleſs David, 
notwithſtanding all this boaſting, took the ſtrong hold of 
Zion: the ſame [is] the city of David, he called it after 

8 his own name. And David ſaid on that day, Whoſoever 
getteth up to the gutter, and ſmiteth the Jebuſites, 
and the lame, and the blind, [ that are] hated of David's 
foul, [he ſhall be chief and captain : *] wherefore they 
ſaid, The blind and the lame ſhall not come into the 

9 houſe.” So David dwelt in the fort, and called it The 
city of David ; but not being large enough to contain his 
court and guards, he added many other buildings. And 

| David 

* Part of this land belonging to the tribe of Judah, was taken 
before, { Fudge i. 8.) but the ſtrongeſt part, belonging to the 
tribe of Benjamin, was not taken till now, Judget i. 21. xix. 
10, 11. Joſhua xvi. 63. David intending to make this his capital, 


and the centre of unity, determined to attack it, and ſummoned 


the city to ſurrender, according to the law of Ged. 
* Some writers ſuppoſe, that this refers to the great ſtren 


of their fortification, that they had need only to ſet up the — | 


and the blind to defend them, But this is an improbable ſenſe, 
becauſe David calls them the hated of his ſoul, to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween them and the Jebufſites, v. 8. It rather refers to their 
idols, which they had ſet on their walls, as the palladium or 
ſtatue of Pallas, on the walls of Troy. The Iſraelites were near 
neighbours, and David and his people might have called them in 
contempt, the lame and the blind; who had tyes, but could not ſee; 
aud hands, but. could not handle; and feet, but could not walk. They 
retort upon David in their turn, for his reproach upon their re- 
ligion; as if they had ſaid, As blind as they are, they have eyes 
A us; and as lame as they are, they have hands to de- 
us. | 

* When the aſſault was made he ſaid, as 1 Chron. xi, 6. Whe- 
aver ſmiteth the Febuſites fr, ſhail be chief and captain, and lt 
him throw into the gutter, or ditch, the lame and the blind, that is, 


throw down their idol gods: and Joab did this, to regain David's 


favour. 

1 Or, becauſe they had ſaid, The blind and the lame ſhall hinder 
him, ſo that he ſhall not be able to take the fort, that is, our idol 
gods ſhall prevent him. Others think it refers to the Jebuſites, 
who being as ſtupid and ſenſeleſs as their idols, had faid fo. 
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10 David built round about from Millo and inward.* And 
_ David went on, and grew great, or, as the margin reads 
it, he went going and growing, like a noble river, that 
fevells and enlarges in its progreſs, and the Loxp God of 
hoſts [was] with him, enlarged his dominions, and gave 
him proſperity, reputation, and power. 

11 And Hiram king of Tyre ſent meſſengers to Da- 
vid, an adreſs of congratulation on his acceſſion and the con- 
queſt of Feruſalem; and, hearing David was repairing tie 
fort, and enlarging the city, he ſent him cedar trees, and 
carpenters, and maſons: and they built David an 

12 houſe.*' And David, reflefing on the providence of God 
in ſubduing tus. enemies, and raiſing up friends, and recollet- 
ing his promiſe, perceived that the Loxo had eſtabliſhed 

him king over Iſrael, and that he had exalted his king- 
dom for his people Iſrael's fake. © | 

13 And David took [him] more concubines and wives 

out of Jeruſalem, after he was come from Hebron: 
and there were yet ſons and daughters born to David. 

14 And theſe ¶ be] the names of thoſe that were born unto 
him in Jeruſalem ; Shammuah, and Shobab, and Na- 

15 than, and Solomon, Ibhar alſo, and Eliſhua, and 

16 Nepheg, and Japhia, And Eliſhama, and Eliada, and 

_ Eliphalet. 

17 But when the Philiſtines heard that they had anoint- 
ed David king over Iſrael, all the Philiſtines came up 
to ſeek David, and David heard [of it,] and went 

| down 


t Millo was a ftrong fortreſs, a royal palace, and armory. 
The fort was.in the centre, the city within the circle, and Millo 
in the circumference; perhaps that part of the hill which was 
eaſieſt to attack. It was repaired by Solomon, and afterwards by 
Hezekiah. It ſeems to be a general name for any ſtrong fort or 
bulwark. The cxv. pſalm was compoſed on occaſion of this victory. 

b Tyre was famous for artificers, but the Jews were not, being 
farmers and graziers. | | 

i He thought to ſtrengthen himſelf by theſe numerous alliances, 
and that a number of children would be his glory and ſecurity, 
But it was an unworthy piece of policy, eſpecially as the king 
was forbidden to multiply wives, tho' the number is not aſcertained, 

* The Philiſtines did not ſtir during their civil war, hoping 
they would deftroy one another; but when they heard that the 
kingdom was united, that Jeruſalem, was taken, and an _ 

| rme 
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down to the hold, to Adullam, where the army might con- 

18 venientiy aſſemble. The Philiſtines alſo came and ſpread 

themſelves in prodigious numbers in the valley of Re- 

19 phaim. And David enquired of the Logp, faying, 

Shall I go up to the Philiſtines ? wilt thou deliver them 

into mine hand? And the Loxp ſaid unto David, Go 

up: for I will doubtleſs deliver the Philiſtines into thine 

20 hand; this was ſufficient encouragement. And David 

came to . Baal-perazim, and David ſmote them there, 

and ſaid, The Lorp hath broken forth upon mine 

enemies. before me, as the breach of waters, as waters, 

| which having once made a breach, widen, till nothing can 

tand before them. Therefore he called the name of that 

place Baal-perazim, hat is, the plain of breaches; the 

name of the place was to put them in mind of God's inter- 

21 Poſition, ſee Iſaiah xxviii. 21. And there they left their 

| images, which they carried about with them as their guards 

and protectors, and David and his men burned them, 

| 22 according to the command of God. And the Philiſtines 

| came up yet again to recover their gods; probably with 

ſome freſh forces, or other nations confederate with them, and 

" 23 ſpread themſelves in the valley of Rephaim. And 

| when David enquired of the Loxp, he faid, Thou 

ſhalt not go up; [but] fetch a compaſs behind them, 

and come upon them over againſt the mulberry trees; 

tio he had juſt gained ſuch a victory, yet he would not go 

24 without God's order. And let it be, when thou heareſt 

the ſound of a going, /ike the noiſe of chariots and horſe- 

men, in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou 

_ ſhalt beſtir thyſelf: for then ſhall the Logp go out 

25 before thee, to ſmite the hoſt of the Philiſtines. And 

David did ſo, as the Lord had commanded him; and 

ſmote the Philiſtines from Geba until thou come to 

Gazer, to the very borders of their own country. We are 

told, 1 Chron, xiv. 17. the effeft this had; his fame went 
thro* all nations, and his fear fell upon them. 


e 
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REF LECT- 


formed with Hiram, they thought it time to ſtir themſelves, and 
raiſed all their forces to go and fight David. & 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I, E may here obſerve, that God makes kings for 

the ſake of mankind, and not men for the ſake 
of kings. God made David king, and exalted his kingdom 
for his people IſraePs ſake. So king David thought; and 
happy would it be for mankind were all kings of the ſame 
mind; would they but confider that they are the miniſters 


of God for the good of mankind ; that this is the end of 


their appointment, and that the purſuit of this end is their 
great duty, and the attaining of it their true glory. How 
different are theſe from the ſentiments of many kings! 
They ſeem to think their ſubjects are made for them to 
HOON over and to fleece them. Kings are appointed as 

epherds to feed and rule; not to be the tyrants, but 


the guardians of their people. Let us pray, that all kings 
may think and act thus; and thankful if we find that our 
own does ſo. 


2. The counſel of God, that ſhall land. What a great 
many hinderances were there to David's ſettlement on the 
throne! He had ſome competitors, and for a long time 
great diſaffection among the people; yet all were broken 
thro'; God determined that David ſhould rule, and at 
length brought it about. Faithful is he who hath promiſed, 
and able to effect whatſoever he hath foretold, however 
unlikely it may appear to us. | 
3. In any ſettlement or advancement, ſo far from being 
ſecure, let us rather expect trouble and moleſtation. Da- 
vid was rich, had a numerous army, was ſettled in a 
fort, had wives and children about him, was never ſo com- 
fortable and happy before, and ſeemingly ſecure. Then 
came the Philiſtines, who had taken no advantage of the 


. diſtracted ſtate of Iſrael before; but now, when leaft ex- 


pected, they made a formidable attack. In every agree- 
able ſcene of life, we ſhould expect alteration, and not be 
confident; for this is a changing world, and he who 

expects leaſt from it, is likely to be moſt happy in it. 
4. We may infer, that God's grace is neceflary to 
quicken our endeavours. When the ſound is perceived in the 
| mulberry 
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mulberry trees, then beſtir thyſelf. We are not to fit ſtill, and 
do nothing, under pretence of dependence upon divine affiſt⸗ 
ance; but attend to the motions of God's providence, and 
the influence of his ſpirit. When God goes before, we ſhould 
gird up our Joins, and follow him. Wherefore let us work 


out our own ſalvation with fear and trembling; for it is G 


that worketh in us to will and to do of his own good pleaſure. 


CH AP: FL 


David's deſign to bring up the ark is defeated; his ſecond 


attempt was fucefifal and honourable; but his joy is abated 
Y the ill temper and perverſeneſs of his wife. 


GAIN, David 2 together all [the] 
choſen [men] of Iſrael, thirty thouſand, 0 


whom le made a propoſal of bringing up the ark; which had © 


2 been much neglected in Saul's lime. And David aroſe, 
and went with all the people that [were] with him from 
Baale of Judah, or Baalal, that is, Kirjath-jearim; to 
'bring up from thence the ark of God, whoſe name is 
called by the name of the Loxp of hoſts, that dwelleth 
[between] the cherubims, er, as in 1 Chrox. xili. 6. 


3 whoſe name is called on it. And they ſet the ark of God 


upon a new cart, and brought it out of the houſe of 


Abinadab that I was] in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, 


4 the ſons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And they 
brought it out of the houſe of * which [was] 
Vor. III. O | at 

m David's heart was ſo much ſet upon — that he could not 


reſt till he found a place for it, P/a/m cxxxii. The people - 


chearfully conſented to the propoſal; and a noble afſembly was 


-convencd of thirty” thouſand chief men, beſides a great multitude 


of common people; probably it was the feaſt of wee 


1 Chron, Xili. 1—4 


n This was conmnοs,ͥ to the law, which required them to carry 


it on their ſhoulders. The Philiſtines had done fo, 1 Sam. vi. 11. 


and they thought they might do the ſame. Their zeal made 
them haſty and inconſiderate. The ark had been forty" fix years 
in obſcurity, perhaps longer; and probably there was-not a pre 
living, who had ſeen it removed, 
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194 II. 8 A M U E Ls VI. 
at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio 
5 went before the ark. And David and all the houſe of 
Iſrael played before the Logy on all manner of inſtru- 
ments made of] fir wood, even on harps, and on pſal- 
teries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cym- 
als.. 
6 And when they came to Nachon's threſhing floor, 
Uzzah put forth [his hand] to the ark of God, and 
took hold of it; for the oxen, by reaſon of their ſtum- 
7 bling, ſhook [it.] And the anger of the Logp was 
kindled againſt Uzzah; and God ſmote him there for 
This] error, or raſbneſt; and there he died by the ark of 
8 God.“ And David was diſpleaſed, becauſe the Loxp 
had made a breach upon Uzzah, was deeply grieved at it, 
and in the midſt of ſuch a ow it eclipſed the glory of the 
day; and he called the name of the place, Perez-uzzah, 
9 that 15, the breach of Uzzah, to this day. And David 
© was afraid of the Loxp that day, and faid, How ſhall 
the ark of the Loxd come to me? he thought himſelf in 
10 danger, and therefore waited for further direftions. So 
David would not remove the ark of the Loxb unto him 
© into the city of David: but David carried it afide into 
the ' houſe of Obed-edom the Gittite, a Levite, who 
readily received it, knowing the ark was a ſafe and honoura- 
die gueſt, if treated with due reſpes; he therefore bid it 
11 welcome, And the ark of the Loxp continued in the 
” houſe of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and the 
 Loxv bleſſed Obed-edom, and all his houſehold, he 
uad a great mcreaſe 7 cattle and corn. 
12 And it was told king David, ſaying, The Lonp 
© hath bleſſed. the houſe of Obed-edom, and all that 
| | Ler- 
It is -probable he compoſed the fixty eighth pſalm to be ſang 
on this occaſion. * 
y Uzzah was much to blame, as he muſt know that none were 
tao touch it but the prieſts, upon pain of death. Perhaps he ad- 
viſed this way of carrying it, and God awfully puniſhed him for 
His ger by making his life a ſacrifice to the honour of 
the Moſaic inſtitution, and to recover a reverence for the ark. 


But there is no reaſon to conclude that he would be miſerable 
hereafter on this account. , 64 4 
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Ipertaineth] unto him, becauſe of the ark of God. 
So David went and brought up the ark of God from 
the houſe of Obed-edom into the city of David with 
13 gladneſs, And it was {ſo,] that when they that bare 
the ark of the Loxd had gone fix paces, and /aw that 
there was no danger, he ſacrificed oxen and fatlings, 9 
atone for their paſt fault, and in thankfulneſs to God for 
14 his goodneſs. And David danced before the Lorp with 
all his] might; and David [was] girded with a linen 
15: ephod. So David and all the houſe of Iſrael brought up 
the ark of the Lorp with ſhouting, and with the ſound 
16 of the trumpet. And as the ark of the Lozp came 
into the city of David, Michal SauPs daughter looked 
through a window, and ſaw king David leaping. and 
duaneing before the LoxD; and ſhe deſpiſed him in her 
heart, ſhowed ſome of her father's ſpirit, imagining he de- 
Fraded himſelf by putting off lis ornaments, and dancing 
+ before the people. | 
17 And they brought in the ark of the Lorp, and ſet 
it in his place, in the midſt of the tabernacle: that Da- 
vid had pitched. for it, unt the old. tabernacle, that was 
gone much to decay, except ſ6.ne of the curtains; and David 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the 
Lok, he made ſupplications for himſelf and the people. 
18 And as ſoon as David had made an end of offeri 
-* burnt offerings and peace offerings, he bleſſed the peo- 
pule in the name of the Lok of hoſts, prayed for their 
Peace and proſperity; and on this occaſion the hundred and 
19 fixty ſecond pſalm was compoſed and ſung: And he dealt 
among all the people, [even] among the whole multi- 
tude of Iſrael, as well to the women as men, to eve 
one a cake of bread, and a good piece [of fleſhy] and a 
flagon [of wine.] So all the people departed every one 
uh Mr bg, ah O 2 | | to 
1 From. hence they were led to hope that God waz reconciled 
to them. See 1 Cron. xv. 1—3. 12—15. They were ſenfible of 


their former error, and reſolved not to repeat it. 


This was an honourable. garment, being part of the prieſt's 
veſture; and by wearing it he expreſſed his willingneſs to appear 


' as the meaneſt ſervant of God. And ſo great was his pleaſure on 


this occaſion, that he leaped or danced for joy, in the height of 
his affection and the warmth of his gratitude, It was a very 
natural expreſſion of the greatneſs of his joy. 


_ | 
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to his houſe, kighly pleaſed with the bounty and munificence 

of their prince. | 

20 Then Davidreturned to bleſs his houſchold, to pray 


with | them and for them. He governed his family, as 
<well'as tus kingdom, well. And Michal the daughter of 
Saul game out to meet David, and ſaid, How glorious 
was the king of iſrael to-day, who uncovered himſelf 
to-day in the eyes of the handmaids of his ſervants, as 
one of the vain; fellows ſhameleſly uncovereth himſelf !* 
21 fad -Divid 25d unto. Mictal, [It was] before the 
Lon, which choſe me before thy father, and before all 
his houſe, to appoint me ruler over the. people of the 
Loxp, over Iſrael: therefore will J play before the 
22 Lond. And 1 will yet be more vile than thus, and 
ill be baſe in mine 'own ſight; and of the maid ſer- 
4 vants which thou haſt ſpoken of, of them ſhall I be had 
23 in honour. Therefore, on account of this proud, petulant, 
and ungodly ſpirit, Michal — — — 
child until the day of her death, which cat d great affiic- 
Tian to ler, as ſbe tat a perſon of the greatefi dignity, and 
ter ox would prababy have ben 2 


REFLEC T. 


Fs ee au gr, publ Ds 9 
t to meet an A ick o uni im, 
— herſelf, more. It ſhocked her le To foe flee h ulband 
of Iirael, demeaning hiniſeif ; putting off his royal * 
joining with the mob, and expoſing himſelf to every girl who 
went. 9 {es the proceſivn, 4s any yain fellow, that had loſt all 
ſenſe af decency and ſhame. This was a very, unjuſt aſperſion 
— Da and he 3 ht it 1 to take down her pride, 
by parting her in mind har & — apy wr wc and 
him to be 1 and therefore he could never do too 
to erpreſe his thankfulneſs to God. 
* As if if he had aid, Inſtead of being diſcouraged, I will go on 
as nothing is too mean to ſtoop to for God's. honour ; and 
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inſtead of being flighted, I-ſhall de honoured by che people; 

they will think r of me for my affability and pious zeal, and 

1 t I value the eſteem of the meaneſt, more than all 
t 


n of 
your praiſe, if I maſt gain 5 by neglecting God's ſervice. 
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"REFLECTIONS. 


I, HE return of the ark from obſcurity, and the 
fl reviving of God's publick ordinances and wor- 
ſhip, are occaſions of great joy to all pious people. David 
was not eaſy till he had contrived and executed ſome ſcheme 
to bring home the ark; all Iſrael chearfully concurred, and 
the ceremony was performed with great joy. It is a great 
happineſs to a nation, when the reſtraints of publick wor- 
ſhip are taken off, and when the civil power ſupports and 
en religion. We ſhould be thankful for the re- 
vival of neglected ordinances. When religion is openly and 
freely eſſed, and had in reputation, it is rvedly 


matter of the joy. 

2. The 22 Uzzah's death, ſhould teach us 
to reverence the Moſt High, to ſpeak honourably of him 
and his worſhip, and ſhow the greateſt reſpe& to whatever 
relates to him or his ſervice. - It is an awful illuſtration of 
that truth, I will be ſanfiified in all them that draw nigh unto 
me, and before all the people I will be glorified. Urxah's in- 
tention was good, but the action was bad. In all matters 
of worſhip we ſhould keep cloſe to our rule, reverence 
God's ſanctuary, and nat be raſh with our mouths to utter any 
thing before the Lord; but ſince God is holy and jealous, we 
ſhould ſerve him with reverence and godly fear. | 

3. Let us learn from the example of Obed-edom, to 
give the ark a hearty reception into our houſes, as the way 
to ſecure God's blefling. Let us ſet up the worſhip of God 
there, and invite him to dwell with us. He is a good 
gueſt, and all about us will fare the better for him. The 
greateſt men ſhould not think this below them. David act- 
ed as his own chaplain, and bleſſed his houſehold. It is the 
higheſt honour to worſhip (God; and another day he will 
ſay to thoſe who fincerely do fo, Well done good and faithful 
ſervants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 

4. A good uſe is made of divine judgments, when we 

are brought to repentance and reformation by them. We 

' ſhould fear them ourſelves, as David did, and rectify our 
errors as ſoon as we are ſenſible of them. Afflictions anſwer 

| 0 2 the 
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the deſign intended by them, if they promote humility for 
what is amiſs, and double our care to pleaſe God and keep 
cloſe to the rule of duty. Before I was affiiied I went aſtray, 
but nom I] have kept thy word. it 
5. There is reaſon to lament that this worthy, pious 
man, was yoked to a termagant, and ill-natured woman. 
Michal, David's wife, firſt ſcorned him in her heart; and 
when he came home to bleſs his houſehold, ſcolded him, 
and publickly called him a fool and a ſhameleſs fellow. This 
was highly ungrateful to David, after the affection he had 
ſhowed her, and the terms he had made to bring her back, 
He would not t the crown without her, It was highly 
imprudent to cenſure her huſband in that publick way; 
and highly impious to reproach him for his piety and 
devotion. Her charge was abſolutely falſe, for the ſtory 
ſhows, that being girded with a linen ephod, there was no- 
ung indecent in his dreſs or behaviour. We may juſtly: 
retort her words and ſay, How glorious was the king of 
Iſrael's wife, when ſhe made ſuch a fooliſh and ungodly: 
ſpeech ! Poor David ! after all his zeal and joy, to meet 
with ſuch a reception at home! See to what —— pride 
and paſſion will lead perſons. Let all guard their hearts, 
and not cenſure others for devout and pious practices. 
And let every wife eſpecially ſee that ſhe reverence her huſband, 


and not ſpeak unaduiſedly with her tongue. 


6. We may learn from the example of David, what uſe 
to make of thoſe reproaches which men throw upon us for 
our religion. Let us take great care to approve ourſelves 
to God; and if we do ſo, it fignifies little what men ſay of 
us. They often call devotion enthuſiaſm and folly, and the 
warmth of it rage and madneſs. But let not this move us. 
David's was a noble reſolution, worthy to be imitated. - If 
this is to be vile, I ill yet be more vile. Inſtead of being 


__ diſcouraged by ſuch reproaches, let us ſet our faces like a 


flint. If Satan and his agents take ever ſo much pains to 
ſhake our religion, or ſhame us out of it, let us hold it 


ſ much the faſter, and be the more reſolute in it. To 


encourage us to this, remember what David adds, that 


this is on the whole a ſure way to gain reputation. Reſolute 


piety 
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piety will have its praiſe. Thoſe that honour Gid, he will 
honour ; but thoſe that deſpiſe him, his ſervants and worſhip, 


ſhall be lightly eſteemed. | 


CHAP. YH. 


We have here God's gracious acceptance of David's purpoſe to 
build him an houſe, and his promiſe thereupon, with David's 
prayer and thankſgiving. 

I ND it came to paſs, when the king fat in his 
| houſe, refleing on the meanntſs of God's habitation, 
and the ſplendour of ſuis own, and the Loro had given 

2 him reſt round about from all his enemies; That the 

king ſaid unto Nathan the prophet, whoſe advice he was 
deftrous to have, See now, I dwell in an houſe of cedar, 

3 but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And 

Nathan, willing to encourage any ſcheme for the glory of 
God, ſaid to the king, Go, do all that [is] in thine 
heart; for the Logp [is] with thee; ke anſwered as a 
man, and not as a prophet. 

.4 And that the error might be corrected, and David not 
be diſappointed after the work was began, it came to paſs 
that night, that the word of the Lorxp came unto Na- 

5 than, ſaying, Go and tell my ſervant David, Thus faith 
the Loxp, Shalt thou build me an hbuſe for me to dwell 

6 in?” Whereas I have not dwelt in [any] houſe ſince the 

time that I brought up the children of Iſrael out of E- 
gypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in 

7 a tabernacle.* In all [the places] wherein I have walked 

Da: 7 with 

God had promiſed, that when the people were ſettled, he 
would chooſe himſelf a place, to put his name there, and David 
thought this was the time. 5 

» This implies that he ſhould not do it; and the reaſon is 
given in another place. David had ſhed much blood, and had 
more wars before him. But he might prepare the cieling, ſettle 
the Leyites, and get materials ready for his ſon to do it. 

*The tabernacle was built with boards and pillars, and covered 

with fine linen and hangings. This is given as another reaſon ; 


that there was no abſolute need of it at preſent, fince God had 
done ſo long without it. | 
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with all the children of Iſrael ſpake I a word with any of 

the tribes of Ifrael, any. of the judges, or thoſe whom I 
commanded to feed my people Iſrael, ſaying, Why 
build ye not me an houſe of cedar ? and therefore thou 
ſhouldſt not have attempted it without a ſpecial order from 

8 me, Now therefore ſo ſhalt thou fay unto my ſervant - 
David; Thus faith the Lon of hoſts, I took thee 
from the ſheepcote, from following the ſheep, to be 
9 ruler over my people, over Iſrael: And I was with thee 
whitherſoever thou wenteſt, in he time of thy baniſhment, 
and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy ſight, and 
have made thee a great name, like unto the name of 
the great [men] that [are] in the earth, I have made the? 
10 à great prince, and à celebrated commander. Moreover, I 
ul appoint a place for my people Iſrael, and will plant 
them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and 
move no more; neither ſhall the children of wicked- 
neſs; their idolatrous neighbours, afflict or diftreſs them 

11 any more, as beforetime, when the judges ruled. And 
as fince the time that I commanded judges ¶ to be] over 

my people Iſrael, and have cauſed thee to reſt from all 
thine enemies. Alſo the Lox telleth thee that he will 
make thee an houſe, efablif the kingdom in thy family, 

12 from one generation to another. And when thy days be 
fulfilled, and thou ſhalt fleep with thy fathers, I will 
ſet up thy ſeed after thee, which ſhall proceed out of 
thy bowels, one who is not yet born, and I will eſtabliſh 

13 his kingdom.” He ſhall build an houſe for my name, 
and 1 wilt ftabliſh-the throne of his kingdom for ever, 

14 that is, for a long time. I will be his father, and he 
hall be my fon. If he commit iniquity, I will chaſten 
him with the rod of men, and with the ſtripes of the 
children of men, with moderation and gentleneſs, ſuited to 
umu frailty, and as men are wont to corrett their children, 
15 But my mercy ſhall not depart away from him, as I 
took [it] from Saul, whom I put away before thee ;, /he 
kingdom ſhall continue in thy family, and not be removed, as 

16 it was from SauPs. And thine houfe and thy kingdom 
wall be eſtabliſned for ever before thee, 7hine eyes * 
| | 7 eg 
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| ſee it; and thy throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever.“ 


17 According to all theſe words, and according to all this 


viſion, ſo did Nathan ſpeak unto David, with the utmoſt 
fidelity and impartiality.* Thus God graciouſly ſoftened the 
refuſal, by the kindeft promiſes and aſſurances of his awn long 
continuance in earthly proſperity, of God's remarkable and 
lung continued favour to his poſterity, and that the kingdom 

of Chriſt ſhould ariſe out of it. 
18 Then went king David in, and fat before the Logo, 


muſing on his great goodneſs, and he ſaid, Who [am] 1, - 


O Lon God? and what [is] my houſe, that thou haſt 
19 brought me hitherto? And this was yet a ſmall thi 
in thy ſight, O Lon God; but thou haſt ſpoken alſo 
of thy ſervant's houſe for a great while to come. And 
[is] this the manner of man, O Lorp God? to deal ſo 
bountifully with obſcure, undeſerving men? And what can 


David ſay more unto thee? how can 1 utter my thankful- 


* neſs? for thou, Lorp God, knoweſt thy ſervant, /ceft 
21 the workings of gratitude, which I cannot expreſs. For thy 
word's ſake, and according to thine own heart, haſt 
thou done all theſe great things, all theſe promiſes by 
Samuel and Nathan, are the effetts of thy good will, to 
make thy ſervant know them, ] that is, how much thou 
haſt loved me, and, as it follows, thy greatneſs and good- 

22 neſs. Wherefore thou art great, O Loxp God: for 
[there is] none like thee, neither [is there any] God 
befides thee, according to all that we have heard with 


23 our ears. And what one nation in the earth [is] like 


thy people, [even] like Iſrael, whom God went as it 
were from heaven to redeem for a people to himſelf, and 
to make him a name, zo let all the world know what a 
_ great and powerful Being he is; and to do for you great 
things and terrible, for thy. land, before thy people, 
. which thou redeemed to thee from Egypt, [from] the 


nations 


It appears from v. 14. that this promiſe immediately - refery 
to Solomon and his ſacceſſor, but ultimately to Chriſt, who wag 
the ſeed of David, Hed. i. . Chrilt ſhould build a nobler tem- 
ple, the church of God, and his kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 
ever. 

* Nathan was not aſhamed to retract his own words, now hg 


was taught better, = 


= 
= 
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nations and their gods? by the deftrufion of the Egyp- 
24 tians, and ſubduing the Canaanites before you. For thou 
_ - » haſt confirmed to thyſelf, entered into covenant with, thy 
people Iſrael ¶ to be] a people unto thee for ever: and 
thou, Loxp, art become their God. After this thank- 
25 ful acknowledgment David makes his humble prayer. And 
now, O Loxp God, the word that thou haſt ſpoken 
concerning thy ſervant, and concerning his fouſe, 
26 eſtabliſh [it] for ever, and do as thou ſaid. And 
let thy name be magnified for ever, ſaying, The Loxp 
of hoſts, [is] the God over Ifrael: and let the houſe of 
thy ſervant David be eſtabliſned before thee ; he defires 
© This, not merely on his own account, but for God's glory. 

27 For thou, O'Lorp of hoſts, God of Iſrael, haſt 
vealed" to thy ſervant, faying, I will build thee an 
houſe : therefore hath thy ſervant found in his heart 
28 to pray this prayer unto thee. And now, O Lorp 
- God, thou [art] that God, and thy words be true, and 
thou haſt promiſed this goodneſs unto thy ſervant : 
thus he acknowledges God's goodneſs, fidelity, and unchange- 
29 ableneſs, Therefore now let it pleaſe thee to bleſs the 
huouſe of thy ſervant, that it may continue for ever be- 
fore thee: for thou, O Lox p God, haſt ſpoken ſit: ] 
and with thy bleſſing let the houſe of thy ſervant be 
bleſſed for ever. Turo the whole David's heart ſeems ſo 
full of gratitude, that he cannot find words ſufficient ta ac- 
knowledge the goodneſs of God, or to expreſs his aſſurance of 
Kis faithfulneſs. 73 | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. ROM hence we learn, that it is our duty to en- 
quire what we can do for God and his worſhip. 

David was no ſooner at reſt, than he began to contrive what 
he ſhould do to ſhow his gratitude to God. He did not 
enquire how to provide portions for his children, or en- 
large his dominions ; but what he ſhould do for God and 
on ark, and to promote his glory. When God remarka- 
ly favours us, we ſhould enquire, what ſhall we render to 
kim? When we are at reſt, and can fit at _—_— _ 
ouſes, 
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houſes, we ſhould do ſo much the more for God and his 


houſe. Let us ever maintain a generous, publick ſpirit, 


and always abound in good deeds for the houſe of our 


2. It is our duty to animate others to holy duties and 
active ſervices, as Nathan commended David. Let us en- 


courage the good purpoſes of others, forward every good 
defign, and thus provoke one another to love and to good works. 

3. God's promiſe to be with his people, is very gracious 
and very encouraging. What is promiſed concerning So- 
lomon, is applicable to all chriſtians. God is their father, 
they are his children; if they are dutiful and obedient, 
they ſhall find him kind; if they commit iniquity, he will 
chaſten them with the rod of men, of old men, who are re- 
markably tender to their children. We ſee here, that af- 
flictions are articles of God's covenant, and pledges of his 

ental love; he correts with all tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion, but does not diſinherit us, does not take away his 
loving kindneſs. Let us therefore honour our father, and 
be in ſubjettion to him and live. 

4. This example of grateful, humble, believing, fervent 
rayer, is worthy of our imitation. David's heart was full; 
e poured jt out in broken accents; could not ſay too much 

to expreſs his humility and gratitude, Warm affections 
ſhould be working in all our devotions; and if the heart is 
deeply impreſſed, it will ſhow itſelf. Out of the fulneſs of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. Let us cultivate a fervent, 
devout ſpirit; then ſhall he that is feeble, be as David. 

5. Low and abaſing thoughts of ourſelves, are eſpecially 
proper when we are receiving peculiar favours from God. 
David was a man of very confiderable rank, piety, valour 
and prudence; but when he appeared before God, he ſaid, 
Who am I? He was ſenſible of his meanneſs amidſt the 
higheſt advancement. - When God is remarkably kind, we 
ſhould be remarkably humble. | 

6. The greatneſs of the divine favour to us, may well 
fill our minds with aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe; that God 
ſhould deal ſo with man, a mean, unprofitable, gui ty 
creature, who deſerves nothing, and has forfeited * IE 
this the manner of man, O Lord God | to treat rebels and 

enemies 


: 
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enemies ſo favourably? Lord, what is man, that thou art 
mindful of him or the ſon of man, that thou ſbouldſt viſit him ? | 
7. After the example of David, good men ſhould: be 
very much concerned to ſecure the bleſſing of God upon 
their families, and be grateful for every inſtance in which 
it is beſtowed. The beſt entail is the bleſſing of God; and 
this ſhould be diligently ſought. Children ſhould be in- 
ſtructed and 42 210 or it, and taught to value it, and 
| ſeek it for themſelves. David's prayer is a proper one for 
every head of a family to put up every day. It is the 
language of holy deſire and humble faith. God's bleſſing 
is all in all to the happineſs of our families; and if he 
bleſſes, we ſhall be bleſſed ; for whom he bleſſes, is bleſſed indeed. 


* m — by —_ 
pn 3: — — 
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In wwhich is an account of David's ſucceſs in five ſeveral wars. 
I ND after this, kis reſolution to build God's houſe, it 
came to paſs, that David ſmote the Philiſtines, 
and ſubdued them: and David took Metheg-ammah, 
or, the bridle of Ammah; a place of great ftrength, which 
was @ curb on the country and the towns under its juriſdiction, 
2 out of the hand of the Philiftines. And his ſecond war 
was with the Moabites, and he ſmote Moab, and 
- meaſured them with a line, caſting them down to the 
ground; even with two lines meaſured he to put to 
death, and with one full line to keep alive.“ And [fo] 
the Moabites became David's ſervants, [and] brought 
3 gifts. David ſmote alſo Hadadezer, the ſon of Rehob, 
king of Zobah, as he went to recover his border at the 


| river 
-* Some ſuppoſe thoſe here mentioned were priſoners of war, 
and that he laid down this line of conduct, to two thirds. 


Bot I rather think it refers to his deſtroying their fortifications 
and ſtrong cities; and that he had two lines of conduct; the one 
was to put to death thoſe that were obſtinate, and refuſed the 
offers of mercy; and the other was, to fave all that ſubmitted, 
or that would have ſubmitted if their officers and commanders 
would have given them leave. Theſe became tributary, Numb. 
7: | 
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river Euphrates. His third war was with the Syrians, 
Zobah lay north-eaſt, and Euphrates was the utmaſt bounds 

4 Promiſed to Canaan. And David took from hima thou- 
ſand [chariots, ] and. ſeven hundred horſemen, that is, 

_ ranks of horſemen, having ten in a rank, - which. make up 
the ſeven thouſand mentioned, 1 Chron, xviii. 4. and twenty 
thouſand footmen: and David houghed all the chariot 
horſes, ] but reſerved of them | for] an hundred cha- 
riots, or rather, he deſtroyed all their chariots but an hun- 

5 dred. And when the Syrians of Damaſcus came to ſuc- 
cour Hadadezer king of Zobah, David flew of the 
6 Syrians two and twenty thouſand men.“ Then David 


ut garriſons in Syria of Damaſcus: and the Syrians 


ſervants to David, [and] brought gifts. And 
the Lorp preſerved David whitherſoever he went. 


7 And David took the ſhields of gold that were on the 


ſervants of Hadedezer, or, with the ſervants, that is, 
committed io their cuſtody, being more for ſhow than uſe; 


: 8 and he brought them to Jeruſalem. And from Betah, 


and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, king David 
took exceeding much braſs. 


10 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had 


11 ſmitten all the hoſt of Hadadezer, Then Toi ſent Joram 
his ſon unto king David, to ſalute him, and to bleſs 
him, becauſe he had fought againſt Hadadezer, and 

ſmitten him: for Hadadezer had wars with Toi. And 
{ Joram] brought with him veſſels of filver, and veſſels 
of gold, and veſſels of braſs, as preſents to David, which 

11 were all put into the treaſury : Which alſo king David did 

+ dedicate unto the Loxb, with the filver and gold that 

12 he had dedicated of all nations which he ſubdued; Of 

Fyria, and of Moab, and of the children of Ammon, 

and of the Philiſtines, and of Amalek, and of the 


ſpoil of Hadadezer, fon of Rehob, king of Zobah. 
13 And David gat [him] a name when he returned from 
e 


ſmiting of Syrians in the valley of ſalt, being] 

. -- eighteen thouſand men; ] here he commanded in perſon, 
and was particularly ative. 

| 14 And 


Þ Theſe were the northern Syrians, who came to heip the king 
of Zobah. This was David's fourth war. ' 
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14 And he put garriſons in Edom; throughout all Edom 


put he garriſons 70 keep them in ſubjefion, and all they of 
Edom became David's ſervants ; thus the elder ſerved the 
younger, according to the prophecy in Gen. xxv. 23. And 
the Loxp preſerved David whitherſoever he went. 


15 And David reigned over all Iſrael without diſturbance, 


and David executed judgment and juſtice unto all his 
people, he took care that juſtice was regularly adminiſtered, 
16 And Joab the ſon of Zeruiah [was] over the hoſt; and 
- Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Ahilud [was] recorder, or 
17 writer of chronicles ;* And Zadok the ſon of Ahitub, 

and Ahimelech the ſon of Abiathar, [were] the prieſts;* 


| 18 and Seraiah [was] the ſcribe, or ſecretary of tate; And 


Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada [was over} both the Che- 
rethites and the Pelethites, o/d experienced ſoldiers, which 
were the life guards, and Benaiah was the captain of them; 
And David's ſons were chief rulers, ' over the other 


Meers, in places of the greateſt authority and dignity. 
bag —"*REFLECTTON'S. 


E E how carefully David obſerved the law of God. 
He did not multiply horſes and chariots; he de- 
ſtroyed them. This was contrary to human policy; but he 
depended on Jehovah for protection. This is a worthy 
example for all princes, and indeed for all men, to make 
God's will the rule of their actions it is the wiſeſt and 
ſafeſt way. | 
2. We may obſerve, that ie wealth of Sinners is often 
laid up for the juſt, Theſe kingdoms were ſuffered to 
flouriſh long, that their wealth might all be drained for 
Ifrael. When wicked men proſper, the world often won- 
ders; but at __ the ſcene opens, and diſcovers that all 
0 is 
The eaſtern princes uſed to record all circumſtances of note 


during their reign, and keep a daily journal. This was an im- 
portant office, as thoſe Who filled ic were let into all the ſecret 


of ſtate. 
Some ſu on, that Zadok was ſet up by Saul, when Abiathar 


_ to David; but probably theſe were two commanders of the 
ieſts, the heads of the two families, or courſes, into which Da- 
vid divided them. 


i 0% x 
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is for the good of God's people, and the proſperity of the 


church. | | 
3. Let us learn from the example of David, to conſecrate 
our beſt to God's ſervice, and honour him with whatſoever 
he hath bleſſed us. All the ſpoils and preſents of David 
were devoted to God, were preparations for the temple, to 
build and enrich that. He was not intent on enriching his 
—_ or family, and adorning his armory, but God's 
ouſe. We ſhould imitate his great zeal and devotion 
and abound in works of piety and charity. Our merchandiſe 


and hire ſhould be holineſs to the Lord; conſecrating our gain un- 


to the Lord, and our ſubſtance unto the Lord of the whole earth, 
Thus David did, and he was not at all the poorer for it 
nay, he was the richer, and left his ſon on the throne, the 
richeft prince then in the world. 


CH: A ©. ky 


David, in gratitude for Jonathan's kindneſs, makes enquiry 
after the houſe of Saul, and diſcovers Mephiboſbeth; receives 


him in the moſt friendly manner, and provides for him and + 


tus. 


"TY ND David ſaid, Is there yet any that is left of 
| A the houſe of Saul, that I may ſhow him kind- 
neſs for Jonathan's ſake? And [there was] of the 
houſe of Saul a ſervant whoſe name [was] Ziba, whom 
David remembered, and thought he might give him ſome in- 
formation. And when they had called him unto David, 
the king ſaid unto him, [Art] thou Ziba? And he 


3 ſaid, Thy ſervant [1 he.] And the king faid, [18] 
ow 


there not yet any of the houſe of Saul, that I may 

the kindneſs of God unto him? that ts, great kindneſs, 

or kindneſs agreeable to the oath, 1 Sam. xx. 14. And 
_ Ziba faid unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a ſon, 


[which 


© David has been charged with unkindneſs, becauſe he did not 


do this ſooner, But perhaps it would not have been prudent, 


till the 6154 cue was well eſtabliſhed, He now made the en- 


uiry, that he might fulfil his covenant of friendſhip with Jona- 
an, which extended to his poſterity, 


_ — — a 
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4 [which is] lame on his] feet. And the king ſaid unto. 
him, Where [is] he? And Ziba ſaid unto the king, 
Behold, he [is] in the houſe of Machir, the ſon of 

5 Ammiel, in Lo-debar, b:yond Jordan. Then king Da- 
vid ſent, probably by- Ziba, and fetched him out of the 
houſe of Machir, the ſon of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 

6 Now when Mephiboſheth, the fon of Jonathan, the 
ſon of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, 

and did reverence. And David ſaid, Mephiboſheth. 

7 And he anſwered, Behold thy 1ervant | And David 
ſaid unto him, Fear not; for 1 will ſurely ſhow thee 

_ - kindneſs for Jonathan thy father's ſake, and will reſtore 

- thee all the land of Saul thy father, all thy paternal in- 

-. herizance,* and thou ſhalt eat bread at my table con- 

8 tinually, as one of my own children. And he bowed him. 
ſelf with great gratitude and humility, and ſaid, What 

fis thy ſervant, that thou ſhouldft look upon ſuch a 
dead dog as I [am?] ſuch an abjef, inſignificant, con- 
temptible creature? 22 | 

9 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's ſervant, and 

- .faid unto him, I have given unto thy maſter's ſon. all 

that pertained to Saul and to all his houſe ; have ſettled 

10 the family eſtate upon him. Thou therefore ſhalt be his 

. - Steward, and thy ſons, and thy ſervants, ſhall till the 
land for him, and thou ſhalt bring in [the fruits, ] 
that thy maſter's ſon may have food to eat, for the ſup- 
port of his family, and to ſave him trouble: but Mephi- 
boſheth thy maſter's ſon ſhall eat bread alway at my 
table. Now Ziba had fifteen ſons and twenty ſervants, 
11 who vere able to manage this large eftate. Then ſaid 
._-. Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the 
king hath commanded his ſervant, fo ſhall thy 8 
32 * 00. 
. * Mephiboſheth ſeems to have been in ſome confuſion and ter- 
ror; he might not have heard of the oath, and therefore was 
afraid left this' was fome contrivance to enſnare and deſtroy him, 
leſt he might make ſome pretenſions to the kingdom; and there- 
fore David ſays, Fear not . | 
5 This was very large, and either was confiſcated on Iſhboſheth'a 


rebellion, or came io David in right of his wife, according to 
the law of God, as Saul's ſons by his wives were all dead, and 


he did not know of this branch of the family, who was concealed. 
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do. As for Mephiboſheth, ¶ſaid the king,] he ſhall 
12 eat at my table, as one of the king's ſons.” And 
Mephiboſheth had a young ſon, whoſe name [was] 
_— Micah.” And all that dwelt in the houſe of Ziba 

[were] ſervants unto Mephiboſheth, and accountable to 
13 him for all the product of the eftate. So Mephiboſheth 
- — dwelt in Jeruſalem: for he did eat continually at the 
© king's table; and was lame on both his feet, and there- 
ore might ſeem to be a diſbonour to it. This way of livi 
© gave the king 'a daily opportunity of expreſſing his gratit 

and friendſhip for Jonathan, and of perpetuating that friend- 
ib between their poſterity. Tort} 

Er TE ELDEST LON. 

1. TT is the duty of wiſe and good men to ſeek for 
I opportunities of doing good, eſpecially to the 
families of their friends. A Aberal ſoul deviſeth. liberal things. 
David did not think it enough to ſerve them if they came 
in his way; he enquired after them. Let us enquire if 


there are any of Chriſt's poor, any we can ſhow kindneſs to 


for his ſake. Let us conſider what we can do for him to 


whom we are ſo much obliged, We ſhould eſpecially be 
kind to the families of our friends, to thoſe who have be- 
haved worthily in their day, and have been particularly 
kind to us, and familiar with us. If we are able, and th 

are low, let us not forget or overlook them, but be ſo 
much the readier to help them. If there ſhould be no 
ſolemn league, as in the preſent caſe, yet the law of 


friendſhip, requires. us to be kind to the reputation, the 
memory, and the deſcendants of thoſe who have been our 


friends. This ſhows a. truly generous. Ipirit: 4 friend 
loveth at all times, and @ brother is born for adverſity. 

2. We learn from Mephiboſbeth, with what temper to 
receive the diſtinguiſhing favours of heaven. There is a 
5 75 reſemblance between his caſe and ours. As Qriſtians, 
, „ , vb 8 OP OR nn 
David's heart ſo overflowed. with joy becauſe it was in Nis 
power to do honour to one of Jonathan's poſterity, that he in- 
terrupted Ziba with 'a' ſecond declaration, he all rar at my table. 
Ihe had afterwards a large family, as we find in Chronicles, 
who kept up the remembrance of that worthy man jonathan. 


* 
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we are IR into God's family, and invited to his tabk. 

We have reaſon to receive this favour with the deepeſt 
" Humility, and the greateſt admiration of his condeſcenſion 
and grace, We have greater favours conferred on us than 
Mephiboſkith had; nobler entertainments, greater honour, 
and a better eſtate, even the kingdom of heaven. We are 


not only reſtored to the inheritance our father Adam loſt, 
but to 2 inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadet/t 
and we had leſs reaſon to expect ſuch a favour. 

M Mcohibotheth was the fon of Jonathan, David's friend, 
wo behaved well. But we are children of rebellious 
parents, and by our perſonal revolt have expoſed ourſelves 
to the divine diſpleaſure; and as the honour which God 

| ſhows us is ſo much ſuperior, ſo much the deeper ſhould 
be our humility. Lord, what is thy ſervamt? But no words 
are ſufficient. to. expreſs our meanneſs, or the matchleſs 
grace of our God and Saviour. Lord, what is man, that 
„ We 75 man, ITN 


| 'CHAP.. = mod 
Is which is a account of ihe Aigrareful treatment of David's 


* 
K 5 


maſſengers who were ſent to comfort Hanun on the death of his 
Father, and of ſeveral . 
3 


a A. it came to paſs after this, that the 
n rei 


of 
the children of Ammon died. and Hanun 
in his ſtead. Then ſaid David, I will ſhow 
unto Hanun the ſon of 9 — as His father 
d Kindneſs unto me; 2 of Saul g, he 
ahh had protected David, and ſent tim pp, di during 
And David ſent to comfort him b 
© hand of his ſervants for the death of his father. fee 
David's ſervants came into the land of the children of 
3 Ammon. And the princes of the children of Ammon 
Kid unts Hanun their lord, Thinkeſt thou that David 
doth danger thy father, that he hath ſent comforters 
4 - unto 


* - 
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unto thee? hath not David [rather] ſent his ſervants 
unto thee, to ſearch the city, and to ſpy it out, where 
4 the city is weakeſt, and to overthrow it? Wherefore 
Hanun took David's ſervants, and ſhaved off the one 
half of their beards, and cut off their garments in the 
middle, [even] to their buttocks, and ſent them away.* 
5 When they told ſit] unto David, he ſent to meet them 
- «with clothes and other neceſſaries, . becauſe the men were 
greatly aſhamed: and the king faid, Tarry at Jericho 
until your beards be grown, and [then] return, 
- 6 And when the children of Ammon ſaw that they 
ſtank before David, were become odious to him, the child- 
ren of Ammon ſent and hired the Syrians of Beth-re- 
hob, and the Syrians of Zoba, twenty thouſand foot- 
men, and of king Maacah a thouſand men, and of 
Iſn-tob twelve thouſand men, who all readily joined to 
revenge the injuries David had done them, and prevent his 
7 increaſing greatneſs. And when David heard of [it,] he 
did not wait for their attack, but he ſent Joab, and all the 
8 hoſt of the mighty men 10 attack them. And the child- 
ten of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array at 
the entering in of the gate of Medeba, a city in the tribe 
f Reuben: and the Syrians of Zoba, and of Rehob, 
and Iſh-tob, and Maacah, [were] by themſelves in the 
9 field. When Joab ſaw that the front of the battle was 
RY againſt 


* This was a very great indignity, for the beard was then reckon- 
ed an ornament. It was a common puniſhment among the eaſtern 
nations, on cowards or adulterers, to cut off their beards. Bat 
he cut of their garments alſo; and as they wore no breeches 
or drawers, it expoſed them to ſhame. This was probably done 
in contempt of their religion and laws, See Lev. xix. 49 om 
* xlvii. 2, 3. It was alſo an offence againſt the laws of gra- 
titude and - hoſpitality, and contrary to the laws of nature and 


nations. N | 

1 There were but a few houſes. or cottages where Jericho for- 
merly ſtood, the eity not being rebuilt. This was a proper place 
to hide their mame; and they were not to return in their pre- 
ſent fituation, leſt perſons of their rank and quality ſhould be 
reproached and ridiculed, and their office. be brought into con- 
N David reſented the affront; but conſidering it as the 
fs of youthful vanity and raſhneſs, he made no preparation 
arracking them, but waited to ſee what they would do, and 


whether they would take any ſteps towards expiating the injury. 
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ga againſt him before and behind, he choſe of all the 
choice [men] of Iſrael, and put [them] in array againſt 
the Syrians, wha were the ſtrongeſt and moſt valiant : 
10 And the reſt of the people he delivered, into the hand 
of Abiſhai his brother, that he might put [them] in 
it array againſt the children of Ammon. And he ſaid, 
I the Syrians be too ſtrong for me, then thou ſhalt 
help me: but if the children of Ammon be too ſtrong 
. for thee, then I will come and help thee, each were to 
12 keep detachments in readineſs to help. the weaker. , Be of 
good courage, and let us play the men for our people, 
+.- .and for the cities of our Cod. and the Loxp do that 
Which ſeemeth him good; let us behave ourſelves valiantiy, 
e reſolute for the 4 of our country, and leave the 
7 13, event to God. And Joab drew. nigh, and the people 
that [were] with him, unto the battle againſt the Sy- 
+ . rians; e thought it moſt prudent to attack the. mercenary 
rape firſt, as they were moſt likely to give way: and they 
14 fled before him. And when the children of Ammon 
a, that the Syrians, upon whom they placed their chief de- 
pendance, were fled, then fled they alſo before Abiſhai, 


9 
2 


= 


+... and entered into the city for /afety. So Joab returned 
... .from the children of Ammon, and came to Jeruſalem; 
© Jonding the ſeaſon too far advanced to purſue the victory, he 
© _ .. returned home. | | . 
15 And when the Syrians ſaw that they were ſmitten be- 
fore Iſrael, they gathered themſelves together; fearing 
© that David would fall upon them for aſſiſting his enemies, 
16 they were reſolved to be beforehand with him. And Hadar- 
enxer ſent, and brought out the Syrians that ¶ were] be- 
Vond the river: and they came to Helam and Shobach 
the captain of the hoſt of Hadarezer [went] before 
17 them. And when it was told David, he gathered all 
_  Ifrael together, and went to command in perſon, and 
paſſed over Jordan, and came to Helam. And the 
© Syrians ſet themſelves in array againſt David, and 
18 fought with him. And the Syrians fled before Iſrael; 
and David flew [the men of] ſeven hundred chariots of 
te Syrians, and forty thouſand horſemen, 2 


* as © 4 4 * 


& is * 


- = - « 
= - - 


II. 8 A M UE L. X. 275 


Shobach “ the captain of their hoſt, who died tiere: 


bo And when all the kings [that were] ſeryants to Hadar” 
erer faw. that the 15 ſmitten before Iſrael, they 
2: made peace with ik ael, and ſerved them, became ſubjer? 
©" to David, aud paid'tribute. So the Syrians rArey t to 

in EY the children of Ammon any more. e e 


"REFLECTIONS." "0 


I, 5 are taught, from the example of David, Is 
91 | for kindneſſes received: | Nakaſh 
was a monſter ke ruelty,” and uſed the Iſraelites very in; 


but as he was kind to David, tho* his motive for doing fo 
was only to vex Saul, he was willing to ſhow his gratitude; 
No vileneſs in the author of a benefaction, can cancel the 
gratitude due for it. When we receive a kindneſs, we are 


not to enquire into the ptiriciple from whence it flows, or 


the grounds of it. If the Phariſees gave alms-thro! pride, 
the receiver was bound to be thankful,” Whatever men's 
hearts are, we are to look to their hands; and repay, not 
what they meant, but what they did; return the kindneſs 
aecbrding to bur ability. And if our benefactors are * 
we ſhould do it to their childen. 
214; We may obſerve, that what is well meant os be in 
interpreted, and receive a baſt return; ſo it vas here: 
It is hard fo} wicked; ſelfiſh men, to think well of others. 
They judge of others by themſelves, and are ready to ſuſ- 
pect — ſelfiſh deſign. This ſuſpicious temper argues a 
very bad mind. If we are ſo treated, it is no great 
for it was ſo of old. The more we are convinced of the ab- 
ſurdity and iniquity of ſuch practices, the more careful we 
ſnould be not to treat others ſo. The ſoul of the — 
defireth' evil, his neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes- n 
3. We may reflect, what an unhappy thing it is for a 
young prince to have evil counſellors about him. Hanun 
_ our —_ pr rb 0, and'was not very able to judge for 
P 33 imſelf; 


"'s This word alſo ſignifies charior and chariotetr,” which occaſions 
ſome ambiguity. Probably he flew about au equal number of 
each, forty thouſand horſe and foot; and thus extended his con- 
queſts to the great river, according to the promiſe and praphecy 
to Abraham. 


1 


22 à great 
LY Bert himſelf could Case have talked better. He argues 
from the moſt juſt and influential topics ; not from private 
glory or P taimo-al Gods oh 


marie» 5 nag rag piouſſy leaves the ſucceſs with 


3 ere 
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himſelf; therefore he was diſpoſed to hearken to the ad- 


vice of others. It is very unhappy for a nation when this 


is the caſe. . Who can tell what quarrels and ſorrows fuch 


may bring upon themſelves, and the whole kingdom, and 
all its alles. Let us earneſtly, pray, that God may direct 
in the choice of thoſe who counſel young rinces; that the 
may be wiſe and upright ; know an ue, not what 
gratify their on ambition, — and revenge, but 
what will tend to the credit of the prince, and the welfare 
of the nation. 


4 eee eee men with true 


ſentiments of courage and piety. Joab, excepting ſome 
ations,' behaved like a prudent, valiant general, and ſhone 
man. Here he talks like a good man; even 


and credit of Iſrael; and under a deep. ſenſe of an 


our commanders would imitate his ex- 
ample l Zeal for God and religion, and the cauſe of liberty 
and our country, are amen un men 
with: enen een. 
8. Wo learn from thcke Syrians, to avoid thoſe) ſnares 
end dangers which we have been already injured. When 
the Ifractites F 
peace. When we have ſmarted for 
inſtances, by our indulgences or con» 
8 us take warning, and not engage in them 
any more. is never good till it is bo — 
many buy it very dear, and ſuffer much before they 


Jed but ĩt is better late than never. 3 
enemies of God, act thus. If they have oppoſed him, and 


ſtrove with their maker, as all ſinners da, let their afflic- 


tions, their -fears, their terrors of canſeience, and diſap- 


Pointrment in creature comforts; make them ſolicitous to 
retreat in time, to make peace with him, and become his 


ſervants z otherwiſe ar mint will be their utter and 
e warts” we 
. | | bad +4668; bhi - CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


in tet ap 1) Dn the mill ory and ſuc- 
ces; but here a very melancholy ſtory opens upon us, the fon of 
Pas core ere road Forge . 1 
ND it came to pa, after the year wis expired, at 
: the time when kings go forth {to battle, ] that is, 
un the ſpring, e Davie Foc, and his ſervants with 
him, and all Iſrael; and they deſtroyed the children of 
Ammon, and beſieged Rabbah, heir royal city. But 
David tarried ſtill at Jeruſalem, he began to indulge him- 
| ® of in eos an . And it came to in an 
0 tide, that David aroſe from off his . 
Va te had down'to fleep, as is uſual in hot countries at that 
92 and ke walked upon the roof of the king's 
- houſe and from the roof he ſaw a woman waſhing her- 


1 ſelf in her chamber, and the woman [was] very beauti- | 


'3 ful to look upon. And David fent and enquired” after 
the woman. And [one] faid, ¶ Is] not this Bath-ſtheba, 
the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite ? 
Hs dns one of David's guards, and was originally am Hit- 

15 tite, but now a proſelyte to the jewiſh religion. And Da- 
vid ſent meſſengers, perhaps ow pretence of other bufineſs, 
and they took her; and ſhe came in unto him, and he 
_ hay witk her; for ſhe was purified from her uncleanneſs: 
aud ſhe returned unto her houſe." 

And the woman conceived, and ſent * told David, 

5 and aid, I ſam] with child. And David ſent to Joab, 
Vs ying,] Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab ſent 

riah to David. He was a proper perſon to be ſent, being 

2 Confiderable officer, and, the Jews ſay, Joab s armour- 

7 bearer. Aube Uriah was come unto him, David 

5 Pig . 0 demanded 

* It is difficult, to ſay how far ſhe was to blame; but he was 

certainly the greateſt criminal who ſeduced her, if I had faid 

forced — the original word would bear me out, as it. generally 
fignifies an incapacity of reſiſtance. 

+, * She, was in danger of death; by the Jaw of God, as an 

adultereſs, and therefore conſulted with David how they might 


contrive à way to hide their © nds and ſhe to avoid * 
ment. 
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demanded [of him] how Joab did, os how the peo- 
| ple did, and how the war. proſpered, whether there was 
8 aw probability of their taking the city. And David ſaid 
to Uriah, Go donn to thy houſe, and waſh thy feet, 
2 thyſelf after the fatigues of the journey. And Uriah 
out of the king's houſe, and ger followed 
Ons [of meat] from the king; in toten of extraor- 
| Adinary foutur and kindneſs, that he might go home ang feaſt 
1 9 with his cuife. But Uriah ſlept at the door of the king's 
+. houſe, in a guard chamber, with all the ſervants of fis 
10 lord, and went not down to his houſe. And when they 
had told David, ſaying, Uriah went not down unto 

his houſe, David ſaid unto Uriah, Cameſt thou joe 
from [thy] men why then] didſt thou not 
donn unto thine houſe ? He gave him @ kind rebuke for 
not taking more care of himſelf, intimating that he did not 
11 W to keep wach. And Uriah mage a brave, and 
truly ſoldierelike rep, and ſaid unto. David, The ark, 
and Iſrael, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord 
Joab, and the ſervants of my lord, are encamped in 
te vpen fields; ſhall I then go into mine houſe, to cat 

and to drink, and to lie with my wife? (as] thou liveſt, 

12 and [as] thy ſoul liveth, I will not do this thing.? And 
David ſaid to Uriah, Tay here to day alſo, and to- 
morrow I will let thee depart, under pretence-hat he could 
not ges his diſpatches ready, but really hoping, that being ſo 
lu near ſo amiable a woman, would engage lum io tft her. 
S8o Uriah abode in Jeruſalem that day, and the morrow. 

| 15 nd when David had called him, — did eat and drink 
ore him; and he made him drunk, hoping ſhat he 

| would dhen have e d 9 

ö lie 
* Uriah could not think of indulging himſelf; while his fellow 
ſoldiers were expoſed to ſo many hardſhips. His ſolemn manner 
of 8 this, one would think ſhould haye touched David 


to the heart for his bavin abuſed ſo brave a man, and indulged 
himfelf in (unlawful pleaſyres, while this brave ſoldier was fo 
willing to endure hardſhips, and deny himſelf innocent” gratifica- 
tions. 

* There is no "reaſon to believe © that he ſuſpected what had 
_ "paſſed between” David and his' wife; but the hand of RE 
— counter- plotting D defgns, i in order to bring his an to 
b 


r ot. 
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lie on his bed with the ſervants of his lord, but his re- 
ſolution wwas fixed, and he went not down to his houſe. 
14 And it came to paſs in the morning, that David 
rote a letter to Joab, and ſent [it] by the hand of 
15 Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, ſaying, Set ye 
Vriah in the forefront af the hotteſt battle, and retire 
16 ye from him, that he may be ſmitten, and die. And it 
came to paſs, when Joab obſerved the city, that he 
aſſigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant 
men were, ] le ſet him to take: a part of the city which he 
17 knew would be-valiantly defended. And the men of the 
City went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell 
. 772 of the people of the ſervants of David; and 
Uriah the Hittite died alſo... The befieged. made 14. ſally, 
i, ew ſame. of the. ſoldiers, and the king's guard, and this 
rave man among ile rel.. MO 
18. Then Joab ſent and told David all the things con- 
cerning the war; how he, had managed, and what ill ſuc- 
19 ceſs they had in the:laſt.attack: And charged the meſſen- 
ger, ſaying, When thou halt made an end of telling 
20 the matters of the war unto the king, And if ſo he that 
the king's. wrath. ariſe, and he ſay. unto. thee, Where- 
fore approached ye ſo nigh unto the city when ye did 
„fight? knew. ye not that they would ſhoot; from, the 
21 "wall? Who ſmote Abimelech the ſon of Jerubbeſheth? 
did not a woman caſt a piece of a milſtone upon him 
from the wall, that he died at Thebez? why went ye 
nigh the wall? then, that the king may know why we 
© undertook ſuch a deſperate attack, ſay thou, Thy ſervant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead allo. | 
2 So the meſſenger went, and came and ſhowed Da- 
3 * WATER 
David formed this horrid. contrivance in order to have bim 
Hain, and thus, if poſſible, prevent the infamy and / puniſhment 
of his wife; and hide his own fin and ſhame. Uriah himſelf 


_— 


. 
: | — 
een 


took this diſpatch to Joabz and if be had ſuſpected the matter, 


he would have opened the letter. | 

juoab is generally thought to be much to blame in exe- 
cuting the king's orders; but he might be innocent. He perhaps 
imagined that Uriah had been guilty of ſome notorious crime, 
for- which David, conſalting Uriah's honour as an officer, would 
nat pyniſh him openly, but choſe that he ſhould die ſerving his 
country, in the bed of honour. | 
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demanded [of him] how Joab did, and how the peo- 

ple did, and how the war proſpered, whether there was 

8 any probability of their taking the city. And David ſaid 
to Uriah, Go down to thy houſe, and waſh thy feet, 
refreſb thyſelf after the fatigues of the journey. And Uriah 

. departed out of the king's houſe, and there followed 
him a meſs [of meat] from the king, in toten of extraor- 
dinamy favour and kinaneſs, that he might go home and feaſt 
9 with has wife. But Uriah ſlept at the door of the king's 
-- houſe, in a guard chamber, with all the ſervants of his 
10 lord, and went not down to his houſe. And when they 
had told David, ſaying, Uriah went. not down unto 

his houſe, David ſaid unto Uriah, Cameſt thou not 
from [thy] journey? why [then] didſt thou not go 
down unto thine houſe ? He gave him à kind rebuke for 


not taking more care of himſelf, intimating that" he did not 


11 expe him to keep watch. And Uriah made a: brave, and 
_ -., truly ſoldierelike reply, and ſaid unto David, The ark, 
and Iſrael, and Judah, abide in tents; arid my lord 
Juoab, and the ſervants of my lord, are encamped in 
the open fields; ſhall I then go into mine houſe, to eat 
and to drink, and to lie with my wife? [as] thou liveſt, 
12 and [as] thy ſoul liveth, I will not do this thing.? And 
David ſaid to Uriah, Tarry here to day alſo, and to- 
morrow I will let thee depart, under pretence that hie could 
not get his diſpatches ready, but really hoping, that being ſo 
long near ſo amiable a woman, would engage him to viſit her. 
S8o Uriah abode in Jeruſalem that day, and the morrow. 
13 And when David had called him, he did eat and drink 
before him; and he made him drunk, hoping that he 
would then have gone home," and at even he went out to 
| I | Wc en lie 
» Uriah could not think of indulging himſelf, while his fellow 
ſoldiers were expoſed to ſo many hardſhips. His folemn manner 
of 8 this, one would think ſhould haye touched David 
to the heart or his — abuſed fo brave a man, and indulged 
himfelf in unlawful pleaſures, while this brave ſoldier was fo 
willing to endure hardſhips, and deny bimſelf innocent gratifica- 
Ons. , 
: There is no reaſon to believe that he ſuſpected what had 
paſſed between David and his wife; but the hand of providence 
5 David's deſigns, in order to bring his fin to 
18 ' |; 
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lie on his bed with the ſervants of his lord, but his re- 
ſolution was fixed, and he went not down to his houſe. 
14 And it came to paſs in the morning, that David 
_-, wrote a letter to Joab, and ſent [it] by the hand of 
15 Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, ſaying, Set ye 
Uriah in the forefront of the hotteſt battle, and retire 
16 ye from him, that he may be ſmitten, and die.” And it 
came to paſs, when Joab obſerved the city, that he 
aſſigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant 
men [were,] he ſet him to take a part of the city which he 
17 knew would be valiantiy defended. And the men of the 
City went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell 
4 [oe] of the people of the ſeryants of David; and 
Uriah the Hittite died alſo. The befieged made à ſally, 
ew ſome af the ſoldiers, and the king's guard, this 
.. _. brave man among ile rel.. N 
18 Then Joab ſent and told David all the things con- 
ceerning the war; how he had managed, and what ill ſuc- 
19 ceſs they had in tſie laſt attack: And charged the meſſen- 


ger, ſaying, When thou halt made an end of telling 


20 the matters of the war unto the king, And if ſo he that 
the king's wrath ariſe, and he ſay. unto. thee, Where- 
fore approached ye ſo nigh utito the city when ye did 

fight? knew. ye not that they would ſhoot: from the 

21 "wall? Who ſmote Abimelech the ſon of Jerubbeſheth? 

did not a woman caſt a piece of a milſtone upon him 
from the wall, that he died at Thebez? why went ye 

nig the wall? then, hat the king may know why we 

.. undertook ſuch a deſperate attack, ſay thou, Thy ſervant 

Uriah the Hittite is dead alſo. 

22 So the meſſenger went, and came and ſhowed Da- 

w 7 4 x | + | | | | vid 

r David formed this horrid. contrivance in order to have him 

lain, and thus, if poſſible, prevent the infamy and puniſhment 

of his wife; and hide his own fin and ſhame. Uriah himſelf 


took this diſpatch to joab; and if be had ſuſpected the matter, 


he would have opened the letter. | 

* Joab: is generally thought to be much to blame in exe- 
cuting the king's orders; but he might be innocent. He perhaps 
imagined that Uriah had been guilty of ſome notorjous crime, 
for- which David, conſulting Uriah's honour as an officer, would 
not pyniſh him openly, but choſe that he ſhould die ſerving his 
country, in the bed of honour. 
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gratitude and treachery in them. If any therefore, are ſo 


reſumptuous and wicked as to encourage themfelyes in fin 


this "example, or to palliate their crimes, by pleadin; 
what David did, let them know that the diſpleaſure 6 
almighty God will follow then. And the facred hiſtorian, 
in the account of the unparalelled evils which came on Da- 
vid's family, yea, he himſelf, in his penitential Pfalm 
(Pſalm li.) compoſed on this occaſion, has ſhown us what 
an evil thing fin is, and what bitternefs i it will be in the 
end. Stand's in awe, 1 — and fin not. 


* 8 
* 


e hA I 
We have in this chapter Nen de repentance or nee 
Nathan's parable; the application of it to David, and ali 


- judgment threatened to his family; the child*s.death ; the bi 
ene and the taking of . Rabbah, dds 44 bet: of — 


ANbp che Lonp ſent Nathan unto David. And 
. he came unto him, and ſaid unto him in a para- 
12 a There were two men in one city z the one rich, 
2 and the other poor. The rich [man] had exceeting 
3 many flocks and herds : But the poor [man] had 
thing, ſave one little ewe lamb, hich he had bought 
and nouriſhed up: and it grew up together with him, 
and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, an 
drank of his on cup, and lay in his boſom, and was 
by unto him as a da — ly dear and belvved. 
4 oy webs came a ere eo the rich mal, and he 
| - _ - © ſpared 
* This was inet the child Hy born, whe the thing was 
known, and came to be -publickly talked of. It is probable that 


David re "gd 2 Tc but Nathan was ſent to bring him 
o 2 publick acknowledgment, that be might give gl War 
and * warning and admonition to Kut ——_— 

7 This was a prudent and reſpectful ry ee of 4. 


roving, ÞJ 
afrer the manner of the eaſtern nations, 


David was 


brought to condemn himſelf, As this was the great deſign, it was 


not neceſſary that there ſhould be an exact reſemblance in every 
particular. Some things were only ornamental. Nathan bad beep 
ſed to come on theſe occaſions, to complain of irregularities in 
the kingdom, and fee that the king did juſtice to the injured, 


e 
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ſpared to take of his on flock and of his own herd to 
Areſs for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; 
but took the poor man's lamb, and dreſſed it for the 
5 man that was come to him.“ And David's anger was 
greatly kindled againſt the man; and he ſaid to Na- 
than, [As] the Lonb liveth, the man that hath done 
this [thing] ſhall ſurely die, or is wortly to die, becauſe 
thire was ſo muchi cruelty in it, being done out of wantonneſs 
6 and tyranny, and not from am neceſſity. And he ſhall 
reſtore the lamb. fourfold, according to the law, Exodus 
xxii. 1. becauſe he did this thing, and becauſe he had 

7 no pity. And Nathan ſaid to David, Thou [art] the 
man; tat guilty perſon thou haſt accuſed and condemned.“ 
Thus ſaith the Lon p God of Iſrael; I anointed thee 
king over Iſrael, and I delivered thee out of the hand 
8 of Saul; And I gave thee thy maſter's houſe, and thy 
maſter's wives into thy boſom, and gave thee the houſe 
of Iſrael and of Judah; and if {that had been] too 

-.+ little, I would moreover have given thee ſuch and ſuch 
9 things. Wherefore then haſt thou deſpiſed the com- 
mandment of the Log, to do evil in his fight.? thou 
haſt killed Uriah the Hittite with the ſword, contrived 
tlie murder of that brave man ly the ſword of the enemy; 
and haſt taken his wife [to be] thy wife, and haſt ſlain 
him with the ſword of the children of Ammon; he 
repeats this, intimating that he had murdered him that he 

. might take his wife, which was contrary to the law againſt 
10 multiplying wives. Now therefore the ſword ſhall never 
+. depart from thine houſe; becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed 
me, and haſt taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
buy -d wat thy 
He might have added, and he flew the poor man that he might 
not tell; but this would have brought the caſe too cloſe, and 
David would have ſeen it too ſoon. | | ; 
»The prophet here ſpeaks, not as a petitioner for the poor man, 


but as an ambaſſador from the God of heaven. David's fin was 
ted by all his obligations to God, in raifing him to ſuch 


dignity from low circumſtances; he had | him Saul's eſtate and 
family to diſpoſe of as he pleaſed, and dominion over all the twelve 


tribes; and if that was not enough, he might only have aſked, 
and God would have given him ſuch things as he wanted, and 
could reaſonably deſire. PIC 
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11 thy wife.“ Thus faith the Loxp, Behold, I will raiſe 
up evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe, and J will 
take thy wives before thine eyes, and give [them] unto 
thy neighbour, t one <who is moſt near to thee,* and he 

12 ſhall he with thy. wives in the fight of this ſan. For 
thou didſt [it] ſecretly : but I will do this thing before 

173 all Iſrael, and before the fun. And David ſaid unte 
Nathan, I have finned againſt the Lox Do.“ And Na- 
than ſaid unto David, The Loxp alſo hath put away 
thy fin; thou ſhalt not die, — yrs nor by any 
fudden ftroke or judgment, accor to thy own entence, 

14 b. 5.  Howbeit, becauſe by this deed thou 2 given 

great occaſion to the enemies of the Loxp to blaſ- 
pheme, and reproach religion, as if it countenanced ſuch fuck 

- prafiices, the child alſo [that is] born unto thee, ſhall 
 furely die. By this God vindicated his own juſtice, main- 
tained the truth and purity of his religion, 22 
. ſee how much he was diſplea with David's crime. 

18 And Nathan d unto his houſe. And the 

- Lond ſtruck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto Da- 

16 vid, and it was very fick. David therefore beſought 

God for the child; — and went in, 70 

it cloſet, or ſome retir e, y all night upon 

op the earth. Aud the elders ler ee, 7 — 
f 4 officers 


d This ſentence was fulfilled in the death of Abſalom, Amnon, 


and Adonijah, who all fell by the fword, and ſo did many of his 


remote deſcendants, eſpecially when the whole royal houſe, excepe 
e ee e eee 


his 

1 bis own fon Abſalom,” who ſpread his tent probably 
on the very houſe top from whence David ſaw Bath-ſheba, and 
debauched his father's wives in the fight of all Iſrael. See . 
Xvi. 22. 
n Jah, David did not ſay much more than this upon the 
occaſion ; his heart was ſo full that he cried out in a truly peni- 
tent manner, with bluſhing and tears, I have finned thn 
Lord. And God ſeeing his repentance was fincere, di Na- 
thad oo 1 bim of pardon thereupon. 

preceding repentance might qualify him for this dif- 

pla 2 Ae The thirty-ſecond, and other mare pſalma, 

m to prove. this, But as the fin was publick 
dance muſt be; and he compoſed the bfey-frſ Phi ds de fang 
publickly in the tabernacle, while he proſtrated himſelf before the 


* 


ag 


: 
4 
- 
„ 
— 
4 
e 


u. SAMUEL. XI. 223 


officers about ſus court, aroſe, [and went] to him, to 
raiſe him up from the earth, and entreated him not to 

ue way to exceſſive grief, but take care of his health : but 
3 not, neither did he eat bread with them as 
uſual, but faſted, wept, and prayed, in hopes that the threat- 

18 ening was only conditional. And it came to paſs on the 
ſeventh day after it fell ill, that the child died. And the 
ſervants of David feared to tell him that the child was 
dead: for they faid, Behold, while the child was yet 
alive, we ſpake unto him, and he would not hearken 
unto our voice: how will he then vex himſelf, if we tell 
19 him that the child is dead? But when David ſaw that 
his ſervants whiſpered, David ived that the child 
was dead: therefore David ſaid unto his ſervants, Is 
20 the child dead? And they ſaid, He is dead. Then 
David arofe from the earth, and waſhed, and anointed 

[ himſelf, ] and changed his apparel ; with great re/iena- 
tion and reſolution he put off kis mourning habit, and came 
into the houſe of the Lorp, in the tent which was pro- 
vided for the ark, and worſhipped, returned thanks for 
the pardon, expreſſed his ſubmiſſion to the divine will, and 
entreated God to moderate and ſantiify the afflifiion; then 

he came to his own houſe ; and when he required, they 

21 ſet bread before him, and he did eat. Then ſaid his 


ſervants unto bim, What thing (is) this that thou haſt 


done? thou didft faſt and weep for the child, ¶ while it 
was] alive; but when the child was dead, thou didſt 


' 26 rien enn den, And be fad. While the e as 


yet alive, I faſted and wept: for I ſaid, Who can tell 
[whether] God will be gracious to me, that the child 

23 may live? * But now he is dead, wherefore ſhould 1 
faſt ? can I bring him back again? rather let me prepare 

| | | wo 
f Perhaps he was the more earneſt on this occaſion, partly be- 


cauſe he conſidered the child's death as a puniſhment for his 


fin, and partly out of his great love to Batk-ſheba. Beſides, we 


are ſometimes ready to value things according to the diſtreſs and 


trouble which they coſt us. 

5 This was a truly heroic and religious reaſon ; while the child 
was alive there was ſome hope that God would reverſe the ſen- 
tence, there was room for prayer. | | | 


— 
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. to follow' him, for I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not 


return to me. 
24 And David comforted Bath-ſheba his wife, w/o was 
greatly diftreſſed ſor her fin, and the loſs of her child, and 
he went in unto her, and lay with her: and ſhe bare a 
- fon, and he called his name Solomon, 7hat is, peaceable, 
becauſe he was to enjoy a peaceable reign, 1 Chron. xxii. 9. 
25 and the Loxp loved him. And, as a token of reconcilia- 
tion to father and mother, and love to the child, he ſent by 
the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his 
name Jedidiah, hat is, beloved of the Lord, becauſe of 
the Lon. | | 
26 And Joab fought againſt Rabbah of the children of 
Ammon, and took the royal city; made ſuch a breach, that 
that part of the city wherein the royal palace ſtood, which cons 
27 compaſſed with waters, might eaſily be talen. And Joab ſent 
meſſengers to David, and faid, T have fought againſt 
Rabbah, and have taken the city of waters, got Poſſeſſion 
of the lower parts of it, and the ſoldiers have retired to the 
28 upper and ftronger parts. No therefore gather the reſt 
of the people together, and encamp againſt the city, 
and take it: left I take the city, and it be called after 
my name. Joab loved jus prince and endeavoured to raiſe 
is glory, and he knew the city muſt ſoon ſurrender if the 
29 waters were cut off." And David, according to Joab's 
- advice, gathered all the people together, and went to 
Nabbah, and fought againſt it, and took it by form. 
30 And he took their king's crown from off his head, the 
weight, that is, the value, whereof [was] a talent of gold 
_ with the precious ſtones: and it was {ſet} on David's 
bead. And he brought forth the ſpoil of the city in 
31 great abundance. And he brought forth the people 
that [were] therein, and put [them] under ſaws, and 
od, via 0 | | under 
1 Some think this was done before David's repentance, and the 
birth of Solomon; but 1 rather think the flege held out fo long, 
as the city, which the word fgmfies, was a large and ſtrong 
place, and a royal city, where the palace was, | 
1 Polybids tells us that Antiochus did fo by it ' ſome hundred 
rs after this. | 2 1 
* This crown was worth ſeveral. thouſand pounds, ſome fay, 
five thouſand at leaſt. 
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under harrows of iron, and under *axes of iron, and 
made them paſs through the brick kiln : and thus did 
he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon. So 
David and all the people returned unto Jeruſalem. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. HIS inſtance of God's forgiving goodneſs, is a 

great encouragement to true penitents. David's 
was a complicated and aggravated iniquity. But when the 
heart is truly humble and penitent, God forgives: This 
may give encouragement to the greateſt finners to hope in 
the divine mercy, if their hearts are contrite, if they ab- 
hor and have forſaken their fins. Let the wicked, therefore, 
forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and turn 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him. 

2. The fins of God's people are peculiarly ſhameful in 
themſelves, and diſpleaſing to God, as they give his ene- 
mies occaſion to blaſpheme. We may ſuppoſe that the 
fane Iſraelites now triumphed. Is this your profeſſor ? 
This the ſweet pſalmiſt of Iſrael? Let thoſe who profeſs 
religion, and a relation to God, walk circumſpe&ly, and 
not give occafion to thoſe who ſeek for it. Thoſe eſpecially, 
who make any particular profeſſion, ſhould be 1 
cautious, and give no occaſion to the enemies of our wor- 
ſhip to ſpeak reproachfully. If after iniquity, God ſhould 
forgive, yet he may ſee it neceſſary to animadvert upon it 
in this world; he may bring upon us ſuch heavy calamities, 
as may embitter our whole lives. This was the caſe with 
David. Let profeſſors of religion, therefore, be very care- 
ful ſo to behave, that they may at once ſecure the favour 
and friendſhip. of Almighty God, and adorn the doctrine 
of God, by a holy life and converſation. | 

3. The arguments by which David compoſed his own 

Vor. III. 2 mind 


it has been the opinion of ſome perſons, that this expreſſion 
relates to the ſeverity with which David treated them, and they 
vindicate his doing ſo, from various conſiderations. But it may 
Ggnify only putting them under ſuch labours, and making ſlaves 
of them to do hard and ſervile work. So we ſpeak of laying 


men under tribute. It is à common mode of ſpeech in ſeveral ' 


languages. 
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mind after the death of his child, are very proper for us 
when mourning the death of deſirable children. It was a 


very ſolid conſideration, that all his grief could not recover 


his child. It is a very wiſe thought, tho' not a very com- 
fortable one, that it is all in vain to weep and ſorrow; there 
is no help in us, This ſhows the neceſſity of endeavouring 
to compoſe our minds, and not to give a looſe to our 
paſſions. He further reflected, that he ſhould quickly 2 
after it. Conſidering himſelf as a mortal creature, he ſaw 
the folly of exceſſive grief. When friends die, we ſhould 
think of our own death; how quickly we ſhall go after 
them : therefore we have ſomething elſe to do than ſpend 
our time in fruitleſs ſorrow. The words intimate further, 
that, looking beyond the . grave, he ſaw ſomething to 
aſſwage his grief, ſome views of future happineſs. The 
proſpect of meeting our fellow-creatures again, and being 
for ever with them, is a ſource of comfort and joy when 
they are taken away. Letus therefore be patient in tribula- 
tion, and be in ſubjection to the Father of ſpirits, and live. 


HA. III. 
Nathan had told David, that God would raiſe up evil in his 


houſe, and here the threatening began to be fulfilled. Ammon 


- defileth his ſiſter, and is murdered by Abſalom's order. 
1 ND it came to paſs after this, that Abſalom the 


ſon of David had a fair ſiſter, whoſe name ¶ was 
Tamar; and Amnon the ſon of David loved her. An- 
2 non woas David's eldeſt ſon, and heir to the crown. And 
-  Amnon was fo vexed, that he fell ſick for his ſiſter 
Tamar, the violence of his paſſion injured his health ; for 
ſhe [was] a 7 and Amnon thought it hard for 
him to do any thing to her; he terror of indulging it in- 
3 creaſed his diſorder. But Amnon had a friend, a firf 
couſin, who was very intimate with him, whoſe name 
[was] Jonadab, the ſon of Shimeah David's brother : 
and Jonadab [was] a very ſubtile man; very artful in 
finding out means to accompliſh his ends, n 
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4 the fatal ſecret. And he ſaid unto him, Why [art] thou, 
[being] the king's ſon, lean from day to day, pale, 
wan, and dejected, ſeeing thou art the king's ſon, and mayeſt 
command thy deſires, and not be under the reſtraint of ordi- 

' nary men: wilt thou not tell me, and open thy whole heart 
to thy friend? And Amnon faid unto him, I love 

5 Tamar, my brother Abſalom's ſiſter. And Jonadab 
faid unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and make 
thyſelf ſiek: and when thy father cometh to ſee thee, 
ſay unto him, I pray thee, let my ſiſter Tamar come, 
and give me meat, and dreſs the meat in my fight, that 

6 I may ſee [it,] and eat [it] at her hand.“ So Amnon 
lay down, and made himſelf fick : and when the king 
was come to ſee him, Amnon faid unto the king, I 
pray thee, let Tamar my fiſter come, and make me a 
couple of cakes in my fight, that I may eat at her 
hand; be is ſo dear unto me, that I ſhall eat any thing the 

better for being her dreſſing. Then David ſent home to 
Tamar, ſaying; Go now to thy brother Amnon's houſe, 

8 and dreſs him meat. So Tamar, ke an obedient daugh- 
ter, a kind ſiſter, and a good hohſewwife, went to her bro- 
ther Amnon's houſe; and he was laid down. And ſhe 
took flour, and kneaded [it,] and made cakes in his 

9 fight, and did bake the cakes. And ſhe took a pan, 
and poured [them] out before him ; but he refuſed to 
eat, pretending that he had no appetite, was grown worſe, 

and could not bear company, - he would therefore retire into 
an inner chamber, and there try to eat. And Amnon 
ſaid, Have out all men from me. And they went out 

10 every man from him. And Amnon ſaid unto Tamar, 

Bring the meat into the chamber, that I may eat of 

thine hand, And Tamar took the cakes which ſhe 

had made, and brought [them] into the chamber to 

Amnon her brother; ker own innocence and near relation- 


2.2 1 


„This wicked courtier, inſtead of reproving him and turning 


his thoughts ſome other way, furniſhed him with an expedient to 

tify his paſſion. He muſt feign himſelf fick; and when bis 
ather came to fee him, complain of: his ſtomach, that he wanted 
ſomething nice, which muſt prepared in his preſence, by a 


perſon for whem he had an high eſteem. This was a plauſible 


pretence for ſeeing her at his own houſe. 
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1t ſhip to Amon made her think herſelf ſecure, And when 
ſhe had brought them] unto him to eat, he took hold 
of her, and ſaid unto her, Come lie with me, my ſiſter, 
he threw off the maſk, and made an infamous attempt on 

12 her virtue. And ſhe reaſoned with him, and anſwered. 
him in. the moſt pertinent manner, Nay, my brother, do 
not force me, for no ſuch thing ought to be done in 

13 Iſrael; do not thou this folly. And I, whither ſhall I 

. cauſe my ſhame to go? and as for thee, thou ſhalt be 
as one of the fools in Iſrael. Now therefore, I pray 
thee, ſpeak unto the king; for he will not withhold me 

14 from thee.” Howbeit he would not hearken unto her 
voice: but, being ſtronger than ſhe, forced her, and 
lay with her, determined to gratify his brutal paſſion, to 
the inſuperable injury of his anuable and virtuous ſiſter. 

15 Then Amnon, in conſequence of ker reproaches, and his 
own conſcience recoiling, hated her exceedingly, when he 
ſhould have hated himſelf; ſo that the hatred wherewith 
He hated her | was] greater than the love wherewith he 
had loved her. And Amnon, inſteadof ufing any means 10 

16 ſooth her grief, ſaid unto her, Ariſe, be gone. And 
ſhe ſaid unto him, [ There is] no cauſe: this evil in 
ſending me away [is] greater than the other that thou 

didſt unto me.“ But he would not hearken unto 

17 her. Then he called his ſervant that miniſtered unto 
him, and ſaid, Put now this | woman] out from me, 
and bolt the door after her; this was barbarous and crucl 

5 | gage, 
» Tamar here pleaded, that ſhe was a near relation; that ſhe WW 
would not ſubmit without violence; that ſuch a thing ought not 

to be done in Iſrael, a nation devoted to God; that it would be , 

an inſuperable diſhonour to her; that ſhe could neither drive away 

her ſhame, nor hide it; that he would loſe his reputation, and 

rhaps his crown, and be conſidered as a man void of all re- 
gion, honour, and humanity. But finding all this would not do, 
ſhe intimated, that he was his father's darling, and he would 
deny him nothing, and would therefore give her to him for his 
wife. She any thing to divert him from his purpoſe, and 
deliver herſelf from the preſent danger; but all was in vain. 
It was not a greater fin, but a greater miſchief, becauſe it 
would publiſh her ſhame, and be a publick ſcandal on the whole 
family. The firſt injury might be concealed and repented of; 
the ſecond was deliberate, and would bring reproach on himſelf, 
on her, and on the religion -and dtople of God. 
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18 uſage, as if ſbe had been an impudent intruder. And 
[ſhe had] a garment of divers colours upon her : for 
with ſuch robes were the king's daughters [that were] 
TR apparelled. Then his ſervant brought her out, 
and bolted the door after her. 

19 And Tamar put aſhes on her head, and rent her 

ent of divers colours that [was] on her, and laid 
er hand on her head, and went on crying, with all the 

20 expreſſions of the greateſt grief and deepeſt diftreſs. And 
Abſalom her brother, 4% whoſe houſe ſhe went, ſaid unto 

her, Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee? but 
hold now thy peace, my fifter : he [is] thy brother; 
regard not this thing.” So Tamar remained deſolate 
in her brother Abfalom's houſe, in « forlorn and mourn- 
ful condition, 

21 But when king David heard of all theſe things, he 
was very wroth, and no wonder; but he did not puniſh 

22 him, as he ought to have done. And Abſalom ſpake unto 

| his brother Amnon neither good nor bad about this 
matter; he did not ſo much as let him know that he was 

_ but cheriſhed his hatred, and meditated revenge : 

or Abſalom hated Amnon, becauſe he had forced his 

23 ſiſter Tamar. And it came to paſs after two full years, 
harbouring all the while his wicked project, and waiting a 

Fair opportunity, that Abſalom had ſheep-ſhearers in 

Baal-hazor, which [is] beſide Ephraim: and Abfalom 
invited all the king's ſons to the ſheep-ſhearing and feſtival. 

24 And Abſalom came to the king, and id, Behold now, 

thy ſervant hath ſheep- ſhearers; let the king, I beſeech 
thee, and his ſervants go with thy ſervant ; he invited 

by 25 the king and his family to go, to avoid ſuſpicion. And the 


, Eun Act lu cy 


1 king ſaid to Abſalom, Nay, my ſon, let us not all now 
* g Bo. leſt we be chargeable unto thee. And he preſſed 
o, im: howbeit he would wp but blefled him; 
- thanked him for his invitation, wiſhed them much joy in 
4 ; Q 3 their 
; ” Abſalom covered his ſuſpicions in the moſt decent and prudent 
it phraſe ; and to ſpare her bluſhes he prevented her anſwering, and 
ole adviſed her to compoſed, becauſe the offender was her bro- 
f ; ther, He knew Amnon's character to be a bad one, or he never 


lf, would have ſuſpected that he could be guilty of ſuch a thing. 
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26 their feaſt, Then ſaid Abſalom, If not, I pray thee, 
let my brother Amnon go with us, And the king faid 

27 unto him, Why ſhould he go with thee? * But Abſalom, 
that there might be no ground of ſuſpicion, preſſed him, ſo 
that he let Amnon and all kis brothers the king's ſons 

28 go with him. Now Abſalom had commanded his ſer- 
vants, ſaying, Mark ye now when Amnon's heart is 
merry with wine, and when I ſay unto you, Smite 
Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I com- 

29 manded you ? be courageous, and be valiant.” And 

the ſervants of Abſalom did unto Amnon as Abſalom 

had commanded. Then all the king's ſons aroſe, and 

every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled, fearing 
he would deſtroy the whole royal family. 

30 And it came to paſs, while they were in the way, 
that tidings came to David, ſaying, Abſalom hath ſlain 
all the king's ſons, and there is not one of them left. 
One of the attendants ſeeing Amnon ſlain, concluded all the reſt 

31 would ſhare the ſame fate, and came and told David ſo. Then 
the king aroſe, and tare his garments, and lay on the 
earth; and all his ſervants ſtood by with their clothes 

32 rent. And Jonadab, the ſon of Shimeah David's 
brother, anſwered and ſaid, Let not my lord ſuppoſe 
{that] they have lain all the young men the king's 
ſons; for Amnon only is dead: for by the appoint- 
ment of Abſalom this hath been determined from the 

33 day that he forced his ſiſter Tamar. Now therefore 
let not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to 
think that all the king's ſons are dead: for Amnon 

34 only is dead.“ But Abſalom fled. And the young 

man 
* Amnon being the eldeſt ſon, he would ſhow him reſpect, and 
it would be an honour to his company; but the king waved 
this alſo, probably from the ſame principle, that Abſalom might 
not run to too great an expenſe at the ſhearing. 
Abſalom knew his brother wws a debauchee; he thought he 
would be drunk, and at ſuch a time leſs ſuſpicious, and leſs fit to 
make reſiſtance, He likewiſe thought his authority would be 


ſufficient ro vindicate his ſervants, and had probably ſome view 

to the crown, as well as revenge, 
* Jonadab concluded this muſt be the caſe, from having heard 
Abſalom expreſs his purpoſe of revenge, and never heard of any 
| quarrel 
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man that kept the watch lifted up his eyes, and look- 
ed, and, behold, there came much people by the way 
of the hill fide behind him; they came à round about way 
to prevent their being perceived, as they ſtill thought them- 
35 ſelves in danger. And Jonadab, who went out to ſee, 
came in with the news, and faid unto the king, Behold, 
the king's ſons come: as thy ſervant faid, ſo it is. 
36 And it came to paſs, as ſoon as he had made an end of 
ſpeaking, that, behold, the king's ſons came, and lifted 
up their voice and wept: and the king alſo and all his 
ſervants wept very ſore. 
37 But Abfalom fled, and went to Talmai the ſon of 
Ammihud, king of Geſhur, his mother”s father, chap. 
iii. 3. and [David] mourned for his ſon every day, for 
38 Ammon who was ſo treacheroufly flain. So Abſalom fled, 
39 and went to Geſhur, and was there three years. And 
[the ſoul of] king David longed to go forth unto 
Abſalom : for he was comforted concerning Amnon, 
ſeeing he was dead; at length his affection for Abſalom got 
the better of his fruitleſs grief for Amnon; and, unwilling 
to want the comfort of both his ſons, he was ſolicitous to ſee 
Abſalom again, and be reconciled to him, if he could tell how 
to do it without impeachment of his honour and juſtice. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, HAT a dangerous enemy is a ſubtile and 
W wicked friend ! Such was Jonadab to Amnon: 
he flattered and encouraged him in his wickedneſs, againſt 
law and conſcience, and all the good principles by which 
the mind can be influenced. It is bad for any, eſpecially 
for young men, when their friends and companions, in- 
ſtead of reproving and admoniſhing them, and warning 
them of the danger of fleſhly luſts, are their counſellors to 
do wickedly, and forward them in evil ways. Young per- 
ſons ſhould be careful in the choice of companions, leſt 
they learn their way, follow their counſel, and get a ſnare to 
Q 4 their 
quarrel with the reſt of the family. He ſpeaks of the horrid vil 


lany which' he himſelf had contrived, with unparalelled impudence, 
as what gave him no concern. 
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their ſouls. My ſon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not. If they 
ſay, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, caſt in thy lot among 
us, My ſon, wall not thou in the way with them, refrain thy 
foot from their path: for their feet run to evil, and make haſte 
to ſhed blood. | | 

2, Following buſineſs and good huſbandry, is no way 
unbecoming the greateſt perſonages. Abſalom, tho' the 
king's ſon, had his farm, and his ſheep-ſhearing. His 
ſiſter was as eminent for her houſewifery as for her 
beauty, and did not think domeſtick employments were 
beneath her: ſhe was not afraid ot ſpoiling the beauty of her 
face, or the whiteneſs of her hands, by kneading and bak- 
ing. Buſineſs is not beneath the greateſt gentleman ; do- 
meſtick employments are not below the fineſt lady. And 
it is unhappy for many families in this day that pride and 
idleneſs ſo much prevail; that ſons and daughters learn 
drefling, gaming, and dancing, and every thing but wiſ- 
dom, diligence and good houſewifery. Let parents and 
young people think of the wiſe conſideration which David 
ſuggeſts in v. 25. and ſet out moderately in the world. 

pecially let them not be fond of making entertainments, 
and mviting thoſe who muſt neceſſarily put them to great 


E. 

3. See the miſchievous effects of unbridled paſſions; 
what deſperate le they carry men to, and what dread- 
ful conſequences they involve men in. Amnon could never 
have behaved thus, if he had not been an abandoned fel- 
low. To what infamous lengths did his brutal paſſion lead 
him ! What dreadful agonies of conſcience and horror muſt 
he have felt, when he could not bear the fight of his in- 

red ſiſter. But he knew all the — lay upon himſelf. 

e had brought ruin on his amiable ſiſter, diſtreſs upon 
his pious father, and ſcandal on all Iſrael. May we learn 
to reſiſt temptation; avoid rag gag = thought, or har- 
bouring any deſire that is criminal; for whether gratified or 


not, they will be our torment. Let young people eſpecially 
flee youthful luſts, be ſober- minded, and keep a pure, 
their minds unſpotted, and all their ideas chaſte: and 
watch and pray, that they enter not into temptation. 

4. We fee here how abominable malice and revenge 


are. 
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are. What infamous characters were both David's ſons; 
Abſalom hated Amnon, and concealed it for two years, 
without ſhowing any ſigns of it. He cloaked his wicked 
defign with the pretence of civility and kindneſs. See into 
what a devil indulged malice and ill · nature can turn a man. 
What a torment muſt he have been to himſeif for thoſe 
two years. Let us guard againſt a revengeful ſpirit. How- 
ever we may be injured, we are forbid to revenge our- 
ſelves. Guard againſt rancour and hatred; for he that 
hateth his brother, is a murderer; and we know that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in him. 


C HAP. XIV. 


In the former chapter Abſalom wvas outlawed, in this we have 

the method Foab took to have him reſtored; by artifice he 

ains judgment in his favour, and has orders to bring him 
1 ; he returns to court, and his perſon is deſcribed. 

I OW Joab the ſon of Zeruiah perceived that the 

| king's heart [was] towards Abſalom ; that the 

2 king longed to ſee him, but wanted a fair pretence. And 

Joab ſent to Tekoah, and fetched thence a wiſe woman, 

and faid unto her, I pray thee, feign thyſelf to be a 

mourner, and put on now mourning . apparel, and 

anoint not thyſelf with oil, but be as a woman that had 

2 a long time mourned for the dead: And come to the 

king, and ſpeak. on this manner unto him. So Joab 

4 put the words in her mouth. And when the woman of 

ekoah ſpake to the king, ſhe fell on her face to the 

ground, and did obeiſance, and ſaid, Help, O king. 

5 And the king ſaid unto her, What aileth thee? And 

ſhe anſwered, I [am] indeed a widow woman, and mine 

6 huſband is dead. And thy handmaid had two ſons, and 

| | they 

t Joab contrived this matter in order to ingratiate himſelf with 

David, and with Abſalom, who was heir to the crown, He choſe 

a woman, as they more caſily expreſs their paſſions, and gain 

pity to their misfortunes ; he brought her from a diſtance, that 


the king might not immediately ſend to enquire into the caſe, 
She appeared in the habit of a mourner, 


10 


11 


12 


13 
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they two ſtrove together in the field, and [there was] 
none to part them, but the one ſmote the other, and 
flew him; Me pretended ſbe had loſt her huſband and one ſon, 
and was in great danger of loſing the other. And, behold, the 
whole family is riſen againſt thine handmaid, and they 
ſaid, Deliver him that ſmote his brother, that we may 
kill him, for the life of his brother whom he ſlew; and 
we will deſtroy the heir alſo, and then the inheritance will 
be their's : and fo they ſhall quench my coal which is 
left, my only remaining comfort, wwhich is like a ſingle coal 
in a heap of aſhes, and my only hope of enkindling others, 
and ſhall not leave to my huſband [neither] name nor 
remainder upon the earth. And the king ſaid unto the 
woman, Go to thine houſe, and I will give charge con- 
cerning thee, that thy ſon may be ſecured. And the 
woman of Tekoah faid unto the king, My lord, O 
king, the iniquity [be] on me, and on my father's 
houſe; if I have given wrong information, I and my family 
will bear the guilt and puniſhment, and the king and his 
throne [be] guiltleſs. And the king ſaid, Whoſoever 
faith [aught] unto thee, or attempts to ſeize thy ſon, 
bring him to me, and he ſhall not touch thee any more. 
Then faid ſhe, I pray thee, let the king remember the 


Lon thy God, thy promiſe made in God's preſence, that 


thou wouldſt not ſuffer the revengers of blood to de- 
ſtroy any more, leſt they deſtroy my ſon. And he 
faid, [As] the Loxp liveth, there ſhall not one hair 
of thy ſon fall to the earth. Thus ſbe artfully drew him to 
confirm it by an oath, that ſhe might be entirely ſatisfied. 
Then the woman faid, Let thine handmaid, I pray 
thee, ſpeak [one] word unto my lord the king. And 
he faid, Say on. And the woman proceeded to open the 
meaning of the parable, and ſaid, Wherefore then haſt 
thou thought ſuch a thing as I have been ſpeaking of 
againſt the people of God; he whole commonwealth of 
Ifrael, «ho are affected and grieved at Abſalom's exile ? for 


the king doth ſpeak this thing as one which is faulty, 
in that the king doth not fetch home again his baniſhed, 
* who is a greater loſs to Iſrael than my ſon can be to me. 
Nothing could excuſe this boldneſs but her knowledge of Da- 


'vid's 
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14 vids affefion for Abſalom. For we muſt needs die, all 
muſt die, Amnon is irrecoverably gone, David muſt die, and 
the kingdom are in diſtreſs for a ſucceſſor who ts now baniſh- 
ed from us, and we [are] as water ſpilt on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God 
reſpe& [any] perſon; yet doth he deviſe means, or, 
becauſe God hath not taken atvay his life, he hath alſo deviſed 
means that his baniſhed be not expelled from him ; he 
hath not immediately deſtroyed Abſalom, he hath left room for 
mercy, hath provided cities of refuge, and thus ſhown his 

15 patience and clemency. Now therefore that I am come to 
ſpeak of this thing unto my lord the king, [it is] be- 
cauſe the people have made me afraid, by their unea/ineſs 
and diſcontent : and thy handmaid faid, I will now ſpeak 
unto the king; it may be that the king will 

16 the requeſt of his handmaid. For the king will hear, to 
deliver his handmaid out of the hand of the man [that 
would] deſtroy me and my ſon together out of the in- 
heritance of God; if he would ſave her ſon for her ſake, 

17 much more Abſalom for the people's ſake. Then thine 
handmaid ſaid, The word of my lord the king ſhall 
now be comfortable: for as an angel of God, ſo [is] 
my lord the king to diſcern good and bad, 10 diſtinguiſh 
between a reaſonable and an unreaſonable requeſt : therefore 
the Loxp thy God will be with thee, will dire? thee to 

18 judge aright, and incline thee 10 ſhow mercy. Then the 
king anſwered and faid unto the woman, Hide not from 
me, I pray thee, the thing that I ſhall aſk thee. And 
the woman ſaid, Let my lord the king now ſpeak. 

19 And the king, inking ſhe durſt not venture on this with- 
out being ſet on by ſome greater perſon, ſaid, [Ts not] the 
hand of ſous with thee in all this? He thought Joab was 
meſs likely, as he was Abſalom's friend. And the woman 
anſwered and ſaid, [As] thy ſoul liveth, my lord the 
king, none can turn to the right hand or to the left 
from aught that my lord the king hath ſpoken: for 


thy ſervant Joab, he bade me, and he put all theſe 


20 words in the mouth of thine handmaid: To fetch 
about this form of ſpeech hath thy ſervant Joab done 
this thing: and my lord [is] wiſe, according to the 

| wiſdom 
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wiſdom of an angel of God, to know all [things] that 
[are] in the earth; finding it in vain to diſſemble, ſhe freely 
acknowledges it, and pays a fine compliment to David, who 
could ſo eaſily ſee thro” the deſigns of men. | 1 
21 And the king ſaid unto Joab, Behold now, I have 
done this thing: go therefore, bring the young man 
22 Abſalom again. And Joab fell to the ground on his 
face, and bowed himſelf, and thanked the king: and 
Joab ſaid, To-day thy ſervant knoweth that I have 
found grace in thy fight, my lord, O king, in that 
23 the king hath fulfilled the requeſt of his ſervant.* So 
Joab aroſe and went to Geſhur, and brought Abſalom 
24 to Jerufalem. And the king ſaid, Let him turn to his 
own houſe, and let him not ſee my face. So Abſalom 
returned to his own houſe, and ſaw not the king's 
face. David would not permit him to come to court, but 
reſolved ſtill to mortify and puniſh him, to ſhow the people 
his deteftation of the horrid crime he had committed. 
25 But in all Iſrael there was none to be fo much 
. as Abſalom for his beauty: from the ſole of his 
oot even to the crown of his head there was no blemiſh 
26 in him. And when he polled his head, (for it was at 
every year's end that he polled ſ it:] becauſe [the hair] 
was heavy on him, therefore he polled it:) he weighed | 
the hair of his head at two hundred ſhekels after the 
27 king's weight.” And unto Abſalom there were born 
three ſons, and one daughter, whoſe name [was] 
Tamar : the was a woman of a fair countenance. 
28 So Abſalom dwelt two full years in Jeruſalem, and 
29 ſaw not the king's face. Therefore Abſalom ſent for 
Joab, to have ſent him to the king, but he would not 
| come 
* Joab acknowledges it as the greateſt obligation the king could 
confer upon him, and a mark of his ſpecial favour; tho' at the 
ſame time he knew it was the greateſt kindneſs that could be 
done to the king. It was a fine piece of flattery and addreſs 
From this artful courtier. 
The weight of his hair as here mentioned, was prodigious, 
upwards of three pounds. Fho* I think it may rather refer to 
its valde, as the word fgnifies both the weight of goods, and 


the value of money. 


* Theſe probably died young, for we read afterwards that he 
had none. 
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come to him : and when he ſent again the ſecond time, 
zo he would not come.” Therefore he ſaid unto his ſer- 
vants, See, Joab's field is near mine, and he hath 
barley there; go and ſet it on fire. And Abſalom's 
31 ſervants ſet the field on fire. Then Joab aroſe, and 
came to Abſalom unto [his] houſe, 10 expoſtulate with 
him, and faid unto. him, Wherefore have thy ſervants 
22 ſet my field on fire? And Abſalom anſwered Joab, 
Behold, I ſent unto thee, faying, Come hither, that 
I may ſend thee to the king, to ſay, Wherefore am I 
come from Geſhur ? it had been] good for me [to 
have been] there ſtill: now therefore let me ſee the 
king's face; and if there be [any] iniquity in me, let 
33 him kill me.* So Joab came to the king, and told 
him: and when he had called for Abſalom, he came 
to the king, and bowed himſelf on his face to the 
ground before the king: and the king kiſſed Abſalom, 
and was reconciled to him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


. HE remembrance of God's forbearance and long- © 
ſuffering towards finners, will have an happy 

influence to promote religion, eſpecially thoſe branches of 
it, clemency and mercy. God does not execute his ſentence 
inſt them immediately; he has made proviſions to bring 
home his baniſhed feed, to reſtore finners; and has ap- 
pointed ſacrifices under the law, and the ſufferings of 
Chriſt under the goſpel, for this kind purpoſe. This is a 
proper expedient and an honourable way of doing it. Let 
finners therefore remember, that it is their own fault if 
they are not reſtored, This ſhould lead us to be merciful 


and 


Y Abſalom had ambitious deſigns in his head, which could not 
be effected whilſt he was kept from court, But Joab, like an 
old politician, would not go to him, fearing the king would be 
angry if he ſhould preſs him, or leſt Abſalom's popularity ſhould 
eclipſe him, and leſſen his ſhare in the King's favour. 

He expreſſes no ſenſe of any injury done to Joab, and is an 
that he did not come when he deſired him. He then ſends him with 
an impudent meſſage to the king, to let him know that he had 
rather die than not ſee him. It was preſumption on his father's 
fondneſs for him that made him talk in this high ftrain, 
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and compaſſionate, even as our father in heaven is merciful. 
Beloved, if God fo loved us, coe ought alſo to love one another. 

2. We ſee that a handſome perſon ſometimes covers a 
deformed ſoul, v. 25. But in all Iſrael there was none to be 
fo much praiſed as Abſalom for his beauty. Nothing is ſaid 
of his wiſdom and piety; he was only the fine gentleman. 
His outſide heauty concealed a proud, baſe, malignant 
foul. This would be a poor commendation of a woman, 
much leſs ſo of a man. Let us not be proud of external 
accompliſhments, but ſeek the beauties of the mind, the 
ornaments of wiſdom, virtue, meekneſs, and humility. 
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but every one who 
feareth the Lord ſhall be praiſed. | 

3. See how wiſe and good men may be deceived and im- 
poſed upon by their children, eſpecially when they are over 
fond of them. David forgave Abſalom's horrid crime, 
admitted him to favour, and cheriſhed a viper in his own 
boſom. Affection blinds the eyes. Parents ſhould judge 
wiſely and cautiouſly, even of their own children, and treat 
them according to their deſerts ; elſe they will prove a grief 
of heart to them, as this proud wretch did to David, as 
we ſhall ſee afterwards; and, if they prove rebellious and 
diſobedient, the more fond they are of them, the greater 
will be their torment and vexation. 


=> — — 


CTHAE.: . 


In wohich is an account of Abſalom's rebellion; of David's flight 
from Jeruſalem, and ſettling ſome ſchemes to defeat the in- 
ſurretlion. 


I ND it came to paſs after this, that Abſalom pre- 
pared him chariots and horſes, and fifty men to 

2 run before him. And Abſalom roſe up early, to bow 
ſelf- denial, diligence, and concern for the publick good, and 
ſtood beſide the way of the gate: and it was [ſo,] that 


when 


Some ſuppoſe he took advantage of David's ſickneſs to do 
this, and by a grand e uipage to attract the eyes and minds of 
the people to him as David s ſucceſlor, 


— e 
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when any man that had a controverſy came to the king 
for judgment, then Abſalom called unto him, and ſaid, 
Of what city [art] thou? And he faid, Thy ſervant 

3 [is] of one of the tribes of Iſrael? And Abſalom faid 
unto him, See, thy matters [are] good and right,” but 
[there is] no man [deputed] of the king to hear thee 
the king is old and infirm, his counſellors are bad, and his 

- miniſters wicked. This was a falſe and vile inſinuation. 
4 Abſalom ſaid moreover, Oh that I were made judge in 
the land, that every man which hath any ſuit or cauſe 
might come unto me, and I would do him juſtice. 
Abſalom, to humble his pride, had no poſt , but he pretend- 
ed to have a publick ſpirit, that he was willing to ſerve 

5 every one, and that juſtice was not done. And it was 
[ſo,] that when any man came nigh [to him] to do 
him obeiſance, and honour him as the kings ſon, he would 


not permit him to bow himſelf, but ſhowed the greateſt affa- . 


bility and alfection, and he put forth his hand, and took 

6 him, and kiſſed him. And on this manner did Abſa- 
tom to all Iſrael that came to the king for judgment: 
ſo Abſalom ſtole the hearts of the men of Iſrael ; his 
beautiful perſon, being heir apparent, and all theſe artful 
inſinuations, gained their affectians. 

And it came to pals after forty years from David's 
anointing, and four years after his reconciliation with his 
father, (as Foſephus and the antient verſions tell us) that 
Abſalom ſaid unto the king, I pray thee, let me go 
and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the Lox, 
in Hebron; ke pretended piety, the more eaſily to gain his 

8 father's conſent. For thy ſervant vowed a vow while I 
abode at Geſhur in Syria, ſaying, If the Loxp ſhall 
bring me again indeed to Jerufalem, then I will ſerve 
the oh He adopted the patriarchal ſtile, and intimated, 
that tho he was tempted by his grandfather and his court ta 
ſerve the gods of Geſhur, yet he continued ſteady to Fehavah. 

9 And the good king, delighted at this, ſaid unto him, Go 

in 

» Abſalom upon a very ſlight hearing gave judgment in his 

favour, and if the cauſe was for him, it would confirm his 


opinion of Abſalom's wiſdom; but if againſt him, he would think 
u would have been better if Abſalom had been the judge. 
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10 in peace. So he aroſe, and went to Hebron.“ But 
Abſalom ſent ſpies throughout all the tribes of Iſrael, 


ſaying, As ſoon as ye hear the ſound of the trumpet, 
then ye ſhall ſay, Abſalom reigneth in Hebron; s 


11 will animate them to come to my ſtandard, And with. 


Abſalom went two hundred men out of Jeruſalem, | that 
were] called to grace the ſolenmity, and partake of the feaſt ; 
they were men of fortune and reputation, and his father's 
friends, that he might ſuſpet nothing; and they went in 
their ſimplicity, and they knew not any thing; hey 
went only to wait on him as the king's ſon, not in the leaſt 

12 ſiſpecting his deſign. And Abſalom ſent for Ahithophel 
the Gilonite, David's counſellor, from his city, [even] 
from Giloh, while he offered ſacrifices.“ And the con- 
{piracy was ſtrong ; for the people increaſed continually 
with Abſalom; they came under pretence of joining in the 
ſacrifice, and honouring the king's ſon in theſe afls of re- 
ligion. | | 

13 And there came a meſſenger to David, ſaying, The 

14 hearts of the men of Iſrael are after Abſalom. And 
David ſaid unto all his ſervants that [were] with him at 
Jeruſalem, ſe, and let us flee; for we ſhall not 
[elſe] eſcape from Abſalom : make ſpeed to depart, 

Teſt he overtake us ſuddenly, and bring evil upon us, 

15 and (mite the city with the edge of the ſword.* And 
the king's ſervants ſaid unto the king, Behold, thy 
ſervants [are ready to do] whatſoever my lord the 
16 king ſhall appoint. And the king went forth, and all 
his 
© Here he was born, and here David began his reign. It was 
the chief city of the tribe of Judah, next to Jeruſalem; much 
celebrated in the patriarchal times, and famous for its high 
aces, where they full ſacrificed. 

4 Ahithophel was capable of doing great miſchief, as he was 
one of David's privy counſellors. Some ſuppoſe that he was angry 
at David's affair with Bath ſheba, who was his grand-daughter. 
He was too cunning to think of coming till he ſaw what people 
joined Abſalom, and whether his ſcheme was likely to ſucceed, 

# David choſe to leave Jeruſalem that he might prevent a ſur- 

ize, and not expoſe it to the horrors of a hege, He did not 
how how. it ſtood affected to him, as Abſalom had many ad- 
herents there. He could more eaſily raiſe an army in the country, 
where neither the morals nor the political principles of the peg- 
ple were ſo much corrupted. , 
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his houſehold after him. And the king left ten women, 


[which were] concubines, to keep the houſe ; ſuppoſing 
that their ſex and relation to him, would preſerve them from 
17 inſult. And the king went forth, and all the people 
after him, on foot, in a mourning condition, and tarried 
in a place that was ene off, to refreſh themſelves, to wait 
18 for others to come up, and put them in order. And all his 
ſervants paſſed on befide him, and all the Cherethites, 
and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, fix hundred 
men which came was him from Gath, paſſed on before 
the king. 
19 Then ſaid the king to Ittai the Gittite, 70 try his 
fidelity, Wherefore goeſt thou alſo with us? return to 
thy place, and abide with the king, hat is, with Ab/a- 


iam: + for thou [art] a ſtranger, and alſo an exile. 


20". Whereas thou cameſt [but] yeſterday, ſhould I this day 
make thee go up and down with us, and expoſe thee and 

thy people 10 1011 and - hardſhip? ſeeing 1 go whither 1 
may, am quite in an unſettled and dangerous ſituation, re- 
turn thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and 
21 truth [be] with thee. And Ittai anſwered the king, 
and ſaid, | As} the Lorp liveth, and [as] my lord the 
king liveth; ſurely in what hace my lord the 2 ſhall 
be, whether in death or lie, even there alſo will thy 
ſervant be. This ſhowed great courage and fidelity in a 
22 ſtranger, when the king's own ſon was a rebel. And David 
ſaid to Ittai, Go and paſs over.  And'Ittai the Gittite 


paſſed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that 


23 [were] with him. And all the country wept with a loud 

voice, 10 ſes a brave, juſt, and pious prince reduced to ſuch 

>| extremities and all che people paſſed over: the king 

alſo himſelf paſſed over the brook Kidron, and all the 
ple paſſed over, toward the way of the wilderneſs. 


24 And lo Zadok alſo; and all the Levites [were] with 


him, bearing the ark of the coyenant of God; as the 

© "Token of the divine preſence, in order to conſult it on proper 
 occafions, and hoping io draw the people after it; and they 
ſet down the ark of nk and Abiathar went up 10 4 

” kill, until all the e had done paſſing out of the 


25 city. And the king 10 N Zadok, en back the 
Vol. III. ark 


— 
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ark of God into the city: if 1 ſhall find favour in the 
eyes of the Lok bp, he will bring me again, and ſhow 
me { both} it, and his habitation; as reverence for the ark 
might ſave the prieſts from Abſalom's reſentment, and per- 


26 ſuade the people to return to their duty. But if he thus 


ſay, I have no delight in thee; behold, [here am] I, 
let him do to me as ſeemeth good unto. him; I an 
ready to ſubmit to his will, ſenſible. of my ill deſervings. 

27 The king ſaid alſo unto Zadok the prieſt, [Art not] 
thou a 9 a prophet, and a wiſe, diſcerning man, who 
might fift Abſalom's counſellors, and remind the people of 

their fealty? return into the city in peace, and your two 
ſeons with you, Ahimaaz thy ſon, and Jonathan the ſon 

28 of Abiathar. See, I will tarry in the plain of the wil- 

derneſs, until there come word from you to certify me 
temat Abſalom's deſigns are, and which way he will ſteer his 


| 29 courſe. Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark 


of God again to Jeruſalem : and they. tarried there. 
Tus David ſent back the ark, choofing rather to truſt God 


30 than it. And David went up by the aſcent of mount] 


Olivet, and wept. as he went up, and had his head 
covered,” and he went barefoot :* and all the people 
that [was] with him covered every man his wil and 
they went up, weeping as they went up. 
31 And (one] told David, faying, Ahithophel [is] 
among the conſpirators with Abſalom.“ And David 
fſaid, O-Loxp, I pray thee, turn the counſel of Ahi- 
fthophel into fooliſhneſs; either infatuate him to give fooliſh 
32 counſel, or tet it be rejetted or defeated as ſuch. And it 
came to paſs, that [when] David was come to the to 
ſof the mount, ] where he worſhipped God," behold, 
Huſhai the Archite came to meet him, with his coat 
h dad bn . e reit, 
He did this, to expreſs his deep humiliation, ſhame,” and con- 
ceru. He wept for bis own. fins, and for the unnatural behaviour 
of his ſon, and the marks of divine diſpleaſure that attended it. 
"8 This touched him very ſenſibly, becauſe he was a wiſe man, 
and knew David's ſecrets, and he took him for his friend, ſee 
Eau Tli. 9. N 
This was the very ſpot where Chriſt wept; there David was 


looking towards. Jeruſalem, the ark, and the houſe of God, and 


praying; God heard, and ſent Haſhai to him, Fo/kua xvi. 2.) 
whom he could truſt in theſe circumſtances. 64 v4 | | 


: 
] 
F 
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2 rent, and earth upon his head: Unto whom David 
ſaid, If thou paſſeſt on with me, then thou ſhalt be a 
burden unto me, being old, and fitter for counſel than for 
4 war. But if thou return to the city, and ſay unto 
Abſalom, I will be thy ſervant, O king; [as] I [have 
been] thy father's ſervant hitherto, ſo [will] I now alſo 
[be] thy ſervant: then mayeſt thou for me defeat the 
35 counſel of Ahithophel. And [haſt thou] not there with 
thee Zadok and Abiathar the prieſts ? therefore it ſhall 
be, ¶ that] what thing ſoever thou ſhalt hear out of the 
king's houſe, thou ſhalt tell [it] to Zadok and Abia- 
35 thar the prieſts. Behold, [they have] there with them 
their two ſons, Ahimaaz Zadok's ¶ ſon,] and Jonathan 
Abiathar's [ſon :] and by them ye ſhall ſend unto me 
37 every thing that ye can hear. So Huſhai David's 
friend came into the city, returned ſo ſecretly that it was 
not known he had gone out to David; and Abſalom came 
into Jeruſalem. e 


REFLECTIONS: 


1 HIS ftory ſhould inſtruct parents to 
gainſt exceſſive fondneſs for their chlidren, or 
indulgence of them, eſpecially when they diſcover a bad 
ſpirit, and practiſe wickedneſs. They ſhould not raiſe 
their expectations too high; ſhould keep them eſpecially 
from pride, and never indulge a proud humour, which 
is a ſource of many evils, and ſometimes the ruin of 
youth, Abſalom was probably flattered for his beauty, and 
his being heir to the crown, This promoted that pride 
which goeth before deſtruction, and that haughty ſpirit which 
goeth before a fall. | ) 09 SIONAL. NL 
2. We ſee that thoſe ate often moſt ambitious of honour 
and preferment, who are leaſt fit for it. O ha I were a 
Judge. Such a cool, deliberate villain was not likely to do 
juſtice, who had violated all the bonds of duty, gratitude, 
and religion. Humble and modeſt men are the moſt fit 
wobble R 2 _ perſons 

i It was now that David penned the third pſalm, 1 
the forty- third, where we may ſee the ſtate of his mind at this 
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rſons for advancement; who will diſcharge their duty 
ithfully, bear their honours and credentials humbly, and 

not think of themſelves more highly than they ought to 

think. | 

3. Tyrannical and factious ſpirits labour to ſupport their 
own intereſt, and further their ſchemes, by aſperſing the 
adminiſtration, and begetting an ill opinion of it. The whole 
hiſtory of David ſhows, that Abſalom's complaint of want 
of juſtice was an ill grounded and an abominable falſhood. 

Thus men often cry out of grievances, and want of re- 

dreſs, when all that they want is preferment, and to get 

into places of profit and truſt. Thoſe who have made the 
leaſt obſervation on publick affairs, muſt have ſeen many 
inſtances of this. Men often cover ill deſigns with ſpecious 
names; and pretend zeal and concern for liberty and the 
publick, when it is frequently no more than the gratifica- 
tion of their own. pride and covetouſneſs which they aim 
at. They are preſumptuous, ſelf-willed, and not afraid to ſpeak 
evil of dignities. 3 | | 

4. The greateſt affliction of a, good man is to be driven 
from the houſe and ordinances of God. David ſpeaks of 

this moſt feelingly. He parted, with the ark reluctantly, 
and earneſtly deſired, if it were the will of God, to ſee it 
again. Thoſe circumſtances which drive holy men from 

God's houſe and ordinances, are peculiarly grievous; and 

their language then is, hen ſball I come and appear before 

God in Zion? How, amiable are thy tabernacles! A day in thy 

courts is better than a thouſand. nen 

5. Whatever circumſtances a good man is in, he will 

patiently and cheerfully ſubmit to the will of God. He 

Ay. pray, and deſire that God will remove his ſorrow, 

and reſtore this or the other comfort; but if God thinks 

beſt that he ſhould be humbled and diſappointed, his 
language ſhould be as in v. 26. let him do to me as ſeemeth good 
unto hin. This ſhould be our temper : and in proportion 
to our truſt in God's providence, and concern to practiſe 
our duty, will this temper appear reaſonable ;. it will be; 
come eaſy and agreeable; and be an abundant equivalent 
for the ſorrow we endure, and the comfort of which we are 


deprived. _ * 
CHAP, 
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Err. 


David in the laſt chapter was flying, and Abſalom in Feruſalem; 
. in this we have a further account of their affairs. 
I N D when David was a little paſt the top [of the 
hill, ] mount Olivet, behold, Ziba the ſervant of 
Mephiboſheth met him with a couple of aſſes ſaddled, 
and upon them two hundred ¶ loaves] of bread, and an 
hundred bunches of raiſins, and an hundred of ſummer- 
2 fruits, or figs, and a large leathern bottle of wine. And 
the king ſaid unto Ziba, What meaneſt thou by theſe? 
And Ziba ſaid, The afles [be] for the king's houſe- 
hold, his wives and children, when tired, to ride on, and 
the bread and ſummer-fruit for the young men, he 
King's attendants, to eat, and the wine, that ſuch as be 
faint in the wilderneſs may drink; tho* the things I have 
brought be too mean for thyſelf, yet they may be of ſome uſe 
for thy family: this was a very ſeaſonable preſent, now they 
3 were entering the wilderneſs of Fudea. And the king ſaid, 
And where [is] thy maſter's fon Mephiboſberh ?* And 
Ziba ſaid unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jeruſa- 
lem: for he ſaid, To-day ſhall the houſe of Iſrael re- 
4 ſtore me the kingdom of my father.” Then faid the 
king to Ziba, Behold, thine are] all that [pertained] 
unto Mephiboſheth, which he hath forfeited- by treaſon. 
And Ziba faid, I humbly beſeech thee that] I may 
find grace in thy ſight, my lord, O king; intimating, 
that he valued the king*s favour, more than any gift he 
could beſtow upon him." 
l 5 And 


* David being uncertain whether the preſent was Ziba's own, 
or from Mephiboſheth, enquires why he did not come and ſhare 
his fortune, fince he had been ſo: kind to him. 

! Mephiboſheth thought the family of David was broken, and 
that the people, when torn by civil wars and their country waſted, 
would be glad to have a king of Saul's houſe, of which he was 
the eldeſt branch. 

n Ziba has been called a falſe villain, and David cenſured for 
his raſhneſs; but there is no evidence in the ſacred ſtory, but 
what Ziba ſaid was true. Mephiboſheth appears to me to have 
tormed this ſcheme, which will more fully appear afterwards, 


—_ Lal 


% 


when Mephibolheth comes to be examined. 
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5 And when king David came to Bahurim, in the tribe 
of Benjamin, behold, thence came out a man of the fa- 
mily, or a diſtant relation, of the houſe of Saul, whoſe 
name [was] Shimei, the ſon of Gera: he came forth, 
and curſed ſtill as he came, thinking it would be peculiarly 
' grievous to David now, and that providence juſtified his 
6 conduct. And he caſt ſtones at David, and at all the 
ſervants of king David: and all the people and all the 
mighty men were] on his right hand and on his left; 
his rage and malice tranſported him ta madneſs, as the hiſ- 
torian hints when he obſerves how well David was guarded. 
7 And thus faid Shimet when he curſed, Come out, come 
dodut thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial ; or ra- 
ther, get out, that is, from the kingdom, from which thou 
8 deſerveſt to be expelled. The Lon p hath returned upon 
thee all the blood of the houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead 
thou haſt reigned; and the Loxp hath delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Abſalom thy ſon : and, be- 
+ hold, thou [art taken] in thy miſchief, becauſe thou 
9 [art] a bloody man.* Then faid Abiſhai, David's 
- nephew, the ſon of Zeruiah unto the king, Why ſhould 
this dead dog curſe my lord the king? let me go over, 
10 J pray thee, and take off his head.“ And the king ſaid, 
What have I to do with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah? fo 
let him curſe; becauſe the Loxp hath ſaid unto him, 
Ciurſe David, hath giden him an opportunity to vent the 
- malice of his heart, to reproach and humble me. Who ſhall 
then ſay to God, who hath permitted this, Wherefore haſt 
11 thou done ſo?” And David ſaid to Abiſhai, and to all 
his ſervants, Behold, my ſon, which came forth of my 
KT | | bowels 
This was perſect railing, for David had ſhed none of their 
blood, but the blood of thoſe who did it. He repreſents him as 
a uſurper and a tyrant; and mentions Abſalom's rebellion to ſling 


and vex him, | 
® There was excellent diſcipline in David's army, or elſe he 


would ſcarce have aſked leave. And David anſwered with ſome 


warmth ; 1 Joab his brother joined in the requett; at leaſt 
it reflected on him, whoſe murder of Abner was one cauſe of 
this reproach, 

t David knew his guilt in the murder of Uriah, and on this 
account he was a bloody mau, he therefore patiently and humbly 
ſubmitted to it. 3 
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bowels, ſeeketh my life: how much more now [ may 
this] Benjamite [do it?] let him alone, and let him 
curſe; for the Loxp hath bidden him, hath permitted 
this as part of my puniſhment; I will ſubmit to God's will 
12 and prepare for greater evils. But It may be that the 
Lord will look on mine affliction, and that the Loxp 
will requite me good for his curſing this day; he durſt 
not be confident, knowing his own fault; but he had ſome 
hope that God would be as gracious as this man was 
malicious, and that his humble ſubmiſſion, might excite the 
13 divine compaſſion. And as David and his men went by 
the way, Shimei went along on the hill's fide over 
againſt him, and curſed as he went, and threw ſtones 
at him, and caſt duſt; David's paſſing on without taking 
14 any notice, made this madman the more outrageous, And 
the king, and all the people that _ with him, came 
weary to Bahurim, and refreſhed themſelves there, 
15 And Abfalom, and all the people the men of Iſrael, 
16 came to Jeruſalem, and Ahithophel with him. And 
it came to paſs, when Huſhai the Archite, David's 
friend, was come unto Abſalom, that Huſhai ſaid unto 
Abſalom, God ſave the king, God fave the king; 4 
common compliment, which Abſalom took as int for 
17 himſelf. And Abſalom ſaid unto Huſhai, [Ts] this thy 
kindneſs to thy friend ? why wenteſt thou not with 
18 thy friend? And Huſhai faid unto Abſalom, Nay ; 
but whom the Logo, and this people, and all the men 
of Iſrael, chooſe, his will J be, and with him will 1 
19 abide.” And again, whom ſhould I ſerve? [ſhould I] 
not [ſerve] in the preſence of his ſon? as I have ſerved 


in thy father's preſence, ſo will I be in thy preſence.” 
R 4 20 Then 


* Abſalom had ſenſe enough to know it was inhuman and un- 
| grateful to forſake a friend in diſtreſs. He does not ſay, 1 my 
Father, that would have been a heavy reproach upon himſelf, 
This was an artful ſpeech, He neither prays perſonally for 

Abſalom, nor promiſes him allegiance. He intimates that he was 
not NN by private affection, but conſidered the voice of the 
people as the voice of God; and was bound to prefer the pub- 
lick good to private affection and obligation. 
* Huſhai inünuates here, that his friendſhip was not entirely 


alienated from David, becauſe it was transferred to his ſon; 2 
| t 
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20 Then ſaid Abſalom to Ahithophel, Give counſel 


21 among you what we ſhall do. And Ahithophel ſaid 
unto Abſalom, Go in unto thy father's concubines, 
which he hath left to keep the houſe ; and all Iſrael ſhall 
hear that thou art abhorred of thy father: then ſhall 

22 the hands of all that [are] with thee be ftrong.* So 
they ſpread Abſalom a tent upon the top of the houſe, 

. the place from whence David had ſeen Bath-ſheba: and 
Abſalom went-in unto his father's concubines in the 
fight of all Ifrael; thus Nathan's prophecy was fulfil- 

23 led, ch. xii. 11. And the counſel of Ahithophel, 

which he counſelled in thoſe days, [was] as if a man had 
enquired at the oracle of God: fo [was] all the counſel 
of Ahithophel both with David and with Abſalom. 
De reaſon why this helliſh counſel was ſo muck approved 


. was, his high reputation; but in this he appeared rather as 


an oracle of the devil, than as an oracle of God, 


R E FL ECTIONSò. 


1. WV here ſee to what an height of folly and wick- 


edneſs a ſpirit of malice and revenge may carry 

a man. Shimei abuſed David, curſed him, belied him, 
threw ſtones at him, tho' he was ſo well guarded, and he 
did it at the hazard of his life. Paſſionate men are mad- 
men, and know not what they do. Let us be careful to 
rule our own ſpirits, pray for divine grace to guard us, - and 
reſiſt the firſt riſings of wrath and revenge; for we know 
not how far we may be tranſported, what evil we may do, 
or what injury we may ſuffer, . 
2. We learn, that the moſt innocent perſons may be 
falſly cenſured and baſely abuſed : ſo David was. He had 
more than once ſpared Saul's life, was at a diſtance when 
| | | . - | he 
that he ſhould not offend againſt David by giving him good 
counſel. The bait took, and Huſhai was admitted to his council. 
© Ahithophel was a wicked counſellor indeed; he ſticks at no- 


thing to accompliſh his = by His deſign was to make the breach 
irreparable, that there might be no proſpect of reconciliation, and 


that the people might fight deſperately, Whereas, if a reconci- 


lation tock place, all who joined Abſalom would probably ha 
OI — er ne R 
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he was ſlain, was kind to Mephiboſheth, and puniſhed 
thoſe that murdered Iſhboſheth ; yet all was laid to his 
charge. We ſhould not think it ſtrange if we are falſly 
accuſed, and condemned, by raſh and pathonate men, who 


regard neither what they ſay nor do, 


3. Humble, tender ſpirits will turn reproaches into re- 
roofs, and own the hand of God in them. David knew 
his guiltineſs in other things, and therefore humbly ſub- 
mitted. And ſo ſhould we in like circumſtances. We have 
been guilty of other crimes, if not of thoſe for which we 
are reproached, and God thus brings them to remem- 
brance. His hand ſtrikes us by the hand or tongue of an 
enemy. The ſtrife of tongues calls us to repentance and 
humiliation. Inſtead of being provoked, we ſhould en- 
deavour to get good by it, and imitate the example of Da- 
vid in patience and ſubmiſſion; and a greater than David, 
even Chriſt, who, when he was reviled, reviled not again. 

4. Many excel in worldly wiſdom, who have no re- 
ligion at all. Ahithophel was an infamous character, tho 
ſo much reverenced and truſted as a profound politician. 
Wiſdom is good, and ſagacity uſeful; but honeſty is the 
beſt policy. The fear of the Lord is true wiſdom, and a good 


 wnderſtanding have all they that keep his teſtimonies. 


CHAEF.: XR 


AhithophePs counſel is overthrown by Huſbai , according to 

God's appointment; ſecret intelligence is ſent to David; and 
Ahithophel hangeth lumſelf. 

I —— Ahithophel ſaid unto Abſalom, Let 


me now chooſe out twelve thouſand men, and 
2 1 will ariſe and purſue after David this night. _—_ 


v A council, was called, and jt was agreed that, David and his 
adherents ſhould be cut off. The queſtion was, how it ſhould be 
done, Ahithophel contrived before that the rebellion might be 
continued; here, that it may end in victory. For this purpoſe he 
would have a thouſand choice men out of each tribe; and leſt 
Abſalom ſhould ſpare his father, or come to an agreement with 
hin, he would head the expedition himſelf, and ſet out that very 


250 II. SAMUEL. XVII. 
will come upon him while he [is] weary and weak- | 
handed, weary with the march, dejetied by the rebellion, 
and before his forces are come together, and will make him 
afraid, ftrike terror into him by the ſuddenneſs of the attack; 
and all the people that [are] with him ſhall flee; and I 
3 will ſmite the king only, and ſpare the people: And I 
will bring back all the people unto thee: the man whom 
thou ſeekeſt [is] as if all returned; he being once taken 
out of the way, the reſt will preſently ſubmit to thee : [10] 
all the people ſhall be in peace, and an end be put to the 
4 War at once. And the ſaying pleaſed Abſalom well, 
| 5 and all the elders of Iſrael.“ Then ſaid Abſalom, Call 
now Huſhai the Archite alſo, and let us hear likewiſe 
what he faith; % this counſel was univerſally agreeable, 
6 yet Abſalom wiſhed to hear Huſbai' s opinion. And when 
Huſhai was come to Abfalom, Abfalom ſpake unto 
him, ſaying, Ahithophet hath ſpoken after this man- 
ner: ſhall we do [after] his ſaying ? if not, ſpeak thou, 
7 give thy opinion freely. And Huſhai ſaid unto Abſalom, 
The counſel that Ahithophel hath given [is] not good 
8 at this time, will not ſuit preſent circumſtances. For, ſaid 
Huſhai, thou knoweſt thy father and his men, that 
they [be] mighty men, and therefore not ſo eafily ſur- 
prized and vanquiſhed as Ahithophel ſuppoſes ; and they 
= chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of her 
whelps in the field: and thy father [is] a man of war, 


= ' and will not lodge with the people, they are old, ex- 
wm | | perienced ſoldiers, uſed to hardſhip, and are deſperately en- 
IM 9 raged. - Behold, he is hid now in ſome pit, or in ſome 
[other] place, ſo that you wwill not be likely to find him; or 

I you do, his men will fight deſperately for him: and it 
6 will come to paſs, when ſome of them be overthrown at 
2 the firſt, that whoſoever heareth it will ſay, There is a 
laughter among the people that follow Abſalom : his 
| will 

» It was good counſel upon Abfalom's ſcheme. The ſooner the 
attack was mace, the more likely it would be to ſucceed; it 
ſa ted Abſalom's inclination; he could purſue his pleaſures at 
home without being hindered; Ahithophel would take the execu- 
tien of it upon hi-vſelf, and ſave him from imbruing his hands 


in his father's blood, which ſome ſmall remains of humanity might 
| make hun wick to avoid. | 
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10 will trike a panick into the reſt. And he alſo [that is] 
valiant, whoſe heart [is] as the heart of a lion, ſhall 
utterly melt: for all Iſrael knoweth that thy father [is] 
a mighty man, and [they] which [be] with him [are], 
valiant men, c will purſue ther victory with the greateſt 
11 reſolution. Therefore I counſel that all Iſrael, that it, 
| all the fighting men, be 2 gathered unto thee, 
6 from Dan even to Beer- ſheba, as the ſand that [1s] by 
the ſea for multitude; and that thou go to battle in 
N thine own perſon, 1% encourage them with thy preſence, and 
to have the honour of the victory; which, he ſuggeſts, Alu- 

12 thophel would deprive /um of. So ſhall we come upon 
him in ſome place where he ſhall be found, and we will 
light upon him as the dew falleth on the ground, in- 
ſenſibly, plentifully, and univerſally; and of him and of 

all the men that [are] with him there ſhall not be left 

ſo much as one, we ſhall thus leave no place unſearched, 

13 and fhall find him wherever he is. Moreover, if he be 
gotten into a fortified city, then ſhall all Iſrael bring 
ropes to that city, and we will draw it into the river, 

14 until there be not one ſmall ſtone found there.? And 
Abſalom and all the men of Iſrael ſaid, The counſel of 
Huſhai the Archite [is] better than the counſel of 
Ahithophel. Ab/alom's men, having a bad cauſe, were 
cowardly, and liked this ſcheme becauſe there was leſs dan- 

ger in it; but the hiſtorian takes notice that the hand of the 
Lord was in it; they intended one thing, and he another. 

For the Lord had appointed to defeat the good coun- 

ſe] of Ahithophel, to the intent that the Loꝶxp might 

.- bring evil upon Abſalom. 

15 Taen faid Huſhai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the 
rieſts, Thus and thus did Ahithophel counſel Abſa- 

— and the elders of Iſrael; and thus and thus have I 


is 16 counſelled. Now therefore ſend quickly, and tell Da- 
717 vid, ſaying, Lodge not this night in the plains of the 

wilderneſs, but ſpeedily paſs over; leſt the king be 
he ſwallowed 
0 This is a beautiful ſimile of a large army overſpreading 2 
u- as” Huſhai wanted by this advice was, to gain time for Da- 
2 vid to gather his forces and put them in order; and as it ſuited 


Abſalom's vanity and cruelty, he readily fell in with it. 
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fwallowed up, and all the people that [are] with him; 
left Abſalom change his meaſures, and follow Ahithophe's 
advice, Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz ſtayed by En- 


rogel, the fuller”s fountain, for they might not be ſeen 


to come into the city, being well known, and the friends 
of David; and a wench went, under pretence of fetching 
water, and told them; and they went and told king 
David. Nevertheleſs a lad, one of Abſalom's ſpies, ſaw 
them, and told Abſalom; but they went both of them 
away quickly, and came to a man's houſe in Bahurim, 
who was a friend of David's, which had a dry well in his 
court ; whither they went down. And the woman took 
and ſpread a covering over the well's mouth, and ſpread 
ground corn thereon, 10 dry in the ſun, and the thing 
was not known. And when Abſalom's ſervants, ho 
were ſent to purſue them, came to the woman to the 


houſe, they faid, Where [is] Ahimaaz and Jonathan? 


And the woman ſaid unto them, They be gone over 
the brook of water. And when they had fought and 
could not find them, ] they returned to Jeruſalem. 
And it came to paſs, after they were departed, that 
they came up out of the well, and went and told king 
David, and faid unto David, Ariſe, and paſs quickly 
over the water: for thus hath Ahithophel counſelled 
againſt you, and they did not know but this counſel would be 


followed. Then David aroſe, and all the people that 


[were] with him, and they paſſed over Jordan: by the 
morning light there lacked not one of them that was 
not gone over Jordan; fo that tho” it was in the night, not 
one of them deſerted, or in the turry of paſſing the river not 
one «was loft, which was a remarkable providence. * 

And when Ahithophel ſaw that his counſel was not 
followed,“ he ſaddled [his] aſs, and aroſe, and gat him 
home to his houſe, to his oy and put his houſehold 
in order, and hanged himſelf, ad died, and = 
buri 


* When Abichophel! ſaw which way things were going, and 
hat David wou!d gain time, he concluded that he would get 


the 


better, and that the florm would fall on him, on account of 


bis treachery and execrable advice. He was alſo vexed to ſee 


"himſelf fOighted, his wiſe counſel rejected, and all his hopeful | 


proſpects blaſted at once, 


II. SAMUEL. XVII. 253 


24 buried in the ſepulchre of his father. Then David 

came to Mahanaim, in the tribe of Gad. And Abſalom, 

after he had gathered a great army, according to Huſpat's 

_ counſel, v. 11. paſled over Jordan, he and all the men 
of Iſrael with him. 

25 And Abſalom made Amaſa his couſin captain of the 
hoſt inſtead of Joab: which Amaſa [was] a man's ſon, 
whoſe name [was!] Ithra, or 7ether, an Iſbmaelite by birth, 
Fut an Iſraelite by religion or profeſſion, that went in to 
Abigail the daughter of Nahaſh, fiſter to Zeruiah, 
Joab's mother, and David's nephew, being his filters 

26 fon. So Iſrael, and | Abſalom pitched in the land of 
Gilead. 

27 And it. came to paſs, when David was come to 
Mahanaim, that Shobi the ſon of Nahaſh of Rabbah of 


the children of Ammon, and Machir, the guardian of 


 Mephiboſbeth, the ſon of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and 
Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, @ man of great age, 
great wealth, and yet great piety and genergfity of. heart x 
28 all theſe Brought beds, and baſons, and eatthen veſſels, 
all. houſehald Tu and furniture that was neceſſary, and 
_. wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, ] and 
29 beans, and lentiles, and parched {pulſe,] And honey; 
and butter, and ſheep, and cheeſe of kine, for David, 
and for the people that were] with him, to eat, ſup- 
plies for man and beaſt: for they ſaid, The people [ois] 
hungry, and weary, and thirſty, in the wilderneſs; 
.. theſe things therefore will be. welcome to them; and their 
a 0 being ſo chearfully brought, was a ſtrong proof of aſfectionate 
Valh, and muſt have. been Neri Plegfing t to der 
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\ EE to what lengths of wickedneſs anda will 

carry men. It cancels all the ties of relation, gra- 

titude, 50 uty' and made. his: Ne * 12 3 Som 
0 - 
1 He. [was Wren "ade governor : las: 600 kay in the 


Hanun his brother, Who had treated David's ambaſe 
_ ill, He might diſapprove. that indi nity, and ſhowed 


* gratitude by coming ſo ſeaſonably to David's relief. 
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for his father's blood; even his throne and his kingdom 
would not ſatisfy him without that. He felt no reluctance 
at Ahithophel's horrid ſcheme. May we guard againſt 
ambition and pride, and cultivate the humble graces of 
the goſpel; that we may with confidence appeal to God, 
that our hearts are not haughty, nor our eyes lofty. 

2. We learn, that the providence of God over-rules the 
councils of men to ſerve his own purpoſes. Ahithophel's 
council was good for Abſalom, Huſhat's for David ; but 
it appears from v. 14. that God had determined before to 
defeat Abſalom's ſchemes, and therefore fruſtrated the for- 
mer, and inclined them to hearken to the other, tho' 
againſt all the principles of found policy. God has the 
hearts of all men in his hand; preſides over the councils of 
men, and, whatever they determine, his counſel ſhall ſtand. 
This is an encouragement for all who fear God to commit 
their <way to him, and truſt in him to bring it to paſs. 

2. Obſerve in Ahithophel, the ſad end of pride and diſ- 
appointed expectations. The people believed him to be an 
oracle, and he thought himſelf ſo. And now, to ſee his 
counſel neglected, upon which his ſafety and proviſion de- 

nded, mortified him to ſuch a degree, that he could not 
1 it; and while his ſoul was loaded with all the horrors 
of guilt, treachery, rebellion, inceſt, parricide, he deſtroyed 
himſelf ;/ and to prevent any poſſibility of repentance, died 
in the very act of ſelf-· murder. So periſhed the great poli- 
tician of that age. He had wiſdom 3 to govern 2 
ſtate, but not to rule his own ſpirit. ad compoſure 
enough to ſet his houſe in order, but not to check his 
paſſions; or bear a diſappointment, He took 2 
of his houſe and family, but none for his ſoul. died 
Ahithophel, as «a fool dieth, Oh let not the wiſe man glory in 
his wiſdom, nor the ſtrong man in his ſtrength ; but ket tum that 
3 glory in the Lord. 

4. God oſten raiſes up friends to his people ben they 
are in the/greateſt diſtreſs. So he did to David here, Shobi 
- and Machir, and Barzillai. What a comfort was it to 
him in his ſorrow and baniſhment, to ſind friends, and 
ſuch friends, who furniſhed him with ſuch ſuitable and 
feafonable ſupplies. O fror tie Lord, ye his ſaints, for there 
| | 74 
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is no want to them that fear him. Bleſſed is the man wi put- 
tetn his truſt in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is. The 


lions may lack, and ſuffer hunger; but they that ſeek the Lord 
ſhall not want any good thing. 
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IWe have here David's preparation to engage the rebels; the 
defeat of Abſalom's forces; his death and burial; and the 
netos of the viclory brought to David. 


I ND David numbered the people that [were] 
with him, and ſet captains of thouſands and 

2 captains of hundreds over them. And David ſent forth 
a third part of the people under the hand of Joab, and 

a third part under the hand of Abiſhai the ſon of 
Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the 


hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the king ſaid unto the 


people, I will ſurely go forth with you myſelf alſo. 


3 But the people, remembering AhithophePs advice, to fmite 


the king only, and concluding that lis life was chiefly aimed 
at, anſwered, thou ſhalt not'go forth : for it we flee 
away, they will not care for us; neither if half of us 
die, will they care for us: but now {thou art] worth 
ten thouſand of us; it would be more injury to the kingdom 
and more advantage to the enemy if he was flain, than thou- 
ſands of lem; but if he lived he would be able to raiſe new 
forces to oppoſe their deſign : therefore now [it is] better 
that thou fay there and ſuccour us out of the city. 
4 And the king ſaid unto them, What ſeemeth you belt, 
I will do.“ And the king ſtood by the gate fide en- 
couraging and praying for them, and all the people came 
5 out by hundreds and by thouſands. And the king com- 
manded Joab and Abiſhai and Ittai, ſaying, [Deal] 

. gently for my ſake with the young man, [even] with 
| | Abſalom . 


1 odd bi mind from "the reiediance hh fel ia 


roing out againſt one of his own ſubjects, and fighting againſt 
is hy and no doubt providence overruled it, that he might 
not interpoſe to ſave Abſalom's lite, 
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bſalom, as if. his fault was rather to be imputed to his 
youth than his nature; from paternal affettion, and a pious 
concern that he might live to repent of hs folly and wicked- 
neſs, he defires to ſave him. And all the people heard 
when the king gave all the captains charge concerning 
Abſalom. ” ak 
6 So the people went out into the field againſt Iſrael: 
! 7 and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim; Where 
the people of Iſrael were ſlain before the ſervants of 
David; © and there was there a great ſlaughter that day 
8 of twenty thouſand [men.] For the battle was there 
ſcattered over the-face of all the country : and the wood 
daievoured more people that day than the ſword de- 
voured.* beck; | 
And Abſalom met the ſervants of David, who it 
ſhould: ſeem made no attempt to ſeize him. And Abſalom 
rode upon a mule and fled haſtily ; and the mule went 


1 under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head 


caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between 

the heaven and the earth; and the mule that [was] un- 

10 der him went away. And a certain man ſaw [it,] and 

told Joab, and faid, Behold, I ſaw Abſalom hanged in an 

11 oak. And Joab ſaid unto the man that told him, And be- 

hold, thou ſaweſt him, ] and why didſt thou not ſmite him 

there to the ground? and I would have given thee ten 

: 12 [ſhekels] of filver, and a girdle And the man ſaid unto 

Jjoab, Though I ſhould. receive a thouſand [ ſhekels] of 

ſilver in mine hand, [yet] would I not put forth mine 

band againſt the king's ſon : for in our hearing the 

king charged thee and Abiſhai and Ittai, ſaying, Be- 

ware that none touch] the young man Abſalom. 

r ah n Is _ 13. Otherwiſe 

One body of David's forces came ont of the wood, the 

other lay in ambuſh on the ſkirts. of it. The men ho came out 

of the wood ſeeming to fly before Abſalom into the wood again, 

2 he purfaed them, upon which the other part of David's rmy 

| cloſed in, and thus Abſalom and his people were hemmed in and 
| eaſily. deſtroyed. | 

4 This, was perhaps by thickets, or bogs and pits, or wild beaſts 

f in the caves; * one means or other more were deſtroyed by the 

wood, than in the action itſelf. o , | 
5 © A captain's commiſſion, denoted by giving him a military girdle 
„„ * 


15 
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13 Otherwiſe I ſhould have wrought falſehood againft 
mine own life: for there is no matter hid from the 
king, and thou thyſelf wouldſt have ſet thyſelf againſt 

14 [me.] Then ſaid Joab, I may not thus with 
thee; it is no time to ſtand talking here. And, concluding 
there would be no peace to the kingdom, nor ſafety to himſelf 
and David's adherents, if Abſalom ſurvived, he took three 
darts in his hand, and thruſt them through the heart of 
Abſalom, while he [was] yet alive in the midſt of the 

15 oak. And ten young men that bare Joab's armour com- 

16 paſſed about and ſmote Abſalom, and flew him. And 
Joab blew the trumpet, ſounded a retreat, thinking the 
people would return to their allegiance now they had no one to 
head them ;, and the people returned from purſuing after 


17 Iſrael: for Joab held back the people. And they took 


Abſalom, and caſt him into a great pit in the wood, 
and laid a very great heap of ſtones upon him, as a 
monument of fame: and all Iſrael fled eyery one to his 
tent. | 

18 Now Abſalom in his lifetime had taken and reared 
up for himſelf a pillar, (/ee ch. xiv. 27.) ſomething like 
the Egyptian pyramids, which [is] in the king's dale, 
near Jeruſalem; for he ſaid, I have no ſon to keep my 
name in remembrance: and he called the pillar after 


his own name: and it is called unto this day, Abſalom's 


place. There no doubt he intended to be buried, but provie 


dence provided him a different kind of grave. 
19 Then faid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok, Let me now 
run, and bear the king tidings, how that the Lorp 
20 hath avenged him of his enemies. And Joab ſaid un- 
to him, Thou ſhalt not bear tidings this day, but thou 
ſhalt bear tidings another day: but this day thou ſhalt 
Vor. III. S bear 


He intimates here, that it would not only have been diſo- 
bedience to the king, but he would have run the hazard of his 
own life; even Joab himſelf would have been as forward as an 
one to have informed againſt him, and to ingratiate himſelf wi 
the king by accuſing the man who had ſlain his ſon. 

Some of the Jews ſay, it ſtill remains; and that it was a cuſ- 
tom for every paſſenger to throw a ſtone at it, ſaying, Thus it 
ſhall be done to a rebellious ſon. | 
There muſt be good diſcipline in the army, when even Ahi« 
maaz durſt not run on ſuch an occaſion without leave. ' 
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21 bear no tidings, becauſe the King's ſon is dead. Then 
{aid Joab to Cuſhi, Go tell the king what thou haſt 
feen. And Cuſhi bowed himſelf unto Joab, and ran. 
22 Then ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok yet again to Joab, 
But howfoever, let me, I pray thee, alſo run after 
Cuſhi. And Joab faid, Wherefore wilt thou run, my 
23 fon, ſecing that thou, haſt no tidings ready? But how- 
ever, [faid he, ] let me run. And he faid unto him, 
. Run. He was willing to go, whatever the conſequences 
miei be, not from the hope of reward, but being willing to 
bring good tidings to the king, whom he loved, and aut of 
* prudence and tenderneſs to prepare him {# the news of Abſa- 
lm death. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the 
plain, and overran Cuſhi, who went the ſtraight road 
over the mountains ; being on level ground he got ſooner. 
24 And David ſat between the two gates: and the watch- 
man went up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, 
and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man 
25 running alone. And the watchman cried, and told the 
©. king. And the king ſaid, If he [be] alone, [there is] 
tidings in his mouth, good tidings; becauſe, if the army 
tas routed, many would have come flying from different 
286 ways. And he came apace, and drew near. And the 
* watchman ſaw another man running: and the watchman 
| called unto the porter, and faid, Behold [another] man 
running alone. And the king ſaid, He alſo bringeth 
27 tidings. And the watchman faid, Methinketh the run- 
ning of the foremoſt, is like the running of Ahimaaz 
the fon of Zadok, who was remarkable for his ſpeed. 
And the king faid, He [is] a good man, and cometh 
with good tidings; a good ſoldier, and would not run away 
like a coward, and one that loves me well, and therefore 
28 would not afflift me with evil tidings. And Ahimaaz 
. called; and faid unto the king, All is well: before hie 
A | 7 came uf to ſay any thing particular, he cried out in triumph, 


Bp 1 2 is well; and then, with the reverence of a loyal ſubject, 
* he fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, 


* i Joab knew David better than Abimaaz did; he was ſenſible 
it would be unwelcome news, and leſſen David's regard for him, 
therefore he choſe to ſend ſome other perſon. | 


29 


30 
31 


32 


33 


II. SAMUEL. XVIII.. 259 


and, with the piety of a prieſt, he (aid, Bleſſed [be] the 
Loxp thy God, which hath delivered up the men that 
lifted up their hand againſt my lord the king. And the 
king faid, Is the young man Abſalom ſafe? He expreſſed 
no joy till he had heard how it had fared with Abſalom. 
And Ahimaaz anſwered, When Joab ſent the king's 
ſervant, and [me] thy ſervant, I ſaw a great tumult, 
but I knew not what [it was.*] And the king ſaid 
ſunto him,] Turn aſide, and] ſtand here. And he 
turned aſide, and ſtood ſtill, And, behold, Cuſhi 
came; and Cufhi ſaĩd, Tidings, my lord the king: 
for the Lok hath avenged thee this day of all them 
that roſe up againſt thee; he ſays nothing of Abſalom. 
And the king faid unto Cuſhi, [Is] the young man 
Abfalom ſafe? And Cuſhi anſwered, The enemies of 
my lord the king, and all that riſe againſt thee to do 
[thee] hurt, be as [that] young man is.] He told him 
in the moſt decent manner that he was dead, yet ſo as to ex- 
preſs his good wiſhes for the king, whilſt he informed him of 
this affetting ſtrote. And the king was much moved ; he 
did not ſtay to hear the circumſtances or extent of the victury, 
or the manner of Abſalom*s death, but retired immediately to 
give vent to his grief, and went up to the chamber over 
the gate, and wept: and as he went up the fairs, he be- 
moaned himſelf, and thus he ſaid, O my ſon Abfalom, 


my ſon, my ſon Abfalom! would God I had died for 


thee, O Abfalom, my fon, my ſon! The words are full 
of paſſion, the effect of exceſſrve love and grief; one-wwould 
hope of deep concern alſo, at the recollectian of lus heinous 
wickedneſs, and for his everlaſting late; elſe wwe can ſcarce 
think that David, with all luis partial fondneſs, wwould' have 


been ſo much affected, or wiſhed to have died for him. 


8 2 | REFLECT- 


* Ahimaaz did know of Abſalom's death, but was not acquainte 
et with the particulars of it; he leaves the matter doubtful, as 
Cuſhi was to inform the king of that matter; he gives him 
room to expect the worſt, and ſo prepares his mind for what the 
next meſſenger was: to fay, _. NE — 20 | 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E infer hence, that it is the part of wiſdom to 
i hearken to the advice of inferiors, and to fol- 
low it when it is founded on good reaſons. Thus David 
did in hearkening to the remonſtrances of his ſervants 
2 his going to battle. Stiffneſs and obſtinacy are miſ- 

1evous qualities; but they are oo commonly the fault 
of ſuperiors, are founded upon a bad principle, pride, 
and are generally productive of hurtful conſequences. In 
the multitude of counſellors there is ſafety. | 

2. See in this ſtory, the miſerable end of an undutiful 
and rebellious ſon; and let all children and young people 
hear and fear. This infamous wretch, Abſalom, met with 
his d in 2 very ſurpriſing and uncommon manner. 
There are many ways of being ſlain in battle; but this was 
an. unheard of inſtance, and was deſigned to make his 

| more remarkable, and the — of providence 

in it the more apparent. How quickly did his rebellion 
come to an end, and all his gay dreams vaniſh! His pillar 
of honour was turned into a monument of ſhame; his 
beauty periſhed in the duſt, and his prep rotteth. 
How awful, and yet how righteous was the judgment of 
God on this wicked ſon! God is ſtill diſpleaſed with un- 
dutiful children; and he will, either in this world or an- 
other, make their plagues wonderful. Honour, therefore, 
thy father and thy mother ; that thy days may be prolonged in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
3. What a dreadful ſhock does the death of a wicked 
child give a pious parent! How terribly was David's 
heart wounded, to think of his ſon going down to de- 
ſtruction with ſuch multiplied and aggravated guilt upon 
his head. He was willing to have died for him, to ſave him 
from ſuch complete and hopeleſs ruin. Let parents, to 
prevent ſuch painful reflections, take care to bring 
their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lor 
and guard againſt that exceſſive fondneſs for them, which 
prevents their correcting and reſtraining them when they 
do evil, and which nes bane ane 
an 
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and the grief of David. And may we earneſtly pray, that 
God would give to our children an upright heart, that they 


may know and ſerve the God of their fathers with a perfect heart 
and a willing mind, that it may be well with them for ever. 


CH AP. XIX. 


David ceaſeth to mourn thro* Joab's influence,. and returns to 
his kingdom ; Shimei meets him, and is pardoned; he has an 
interview with Mephiboſbeth and Barzillai ; and an unhappy 
conteſt ariſes between the tribes about bringing him home. 


I ND it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth 
2 and mourneth for Abſalom. And the victory 
that day was [turned] into mourning unto all the peo- 
ple, it caſt a damp upon their joy: for the people heard 
ſay that day how the king was grieved for his ſon; and 

3 they were afflified with im. And the people gat them 
by ſtealth that day into the city, as people being 
4 4 ſteal away when they flee in battle. But the 
king covered his face, Ie a deep mourner, who would 

. » meither ſee nor be ſeen, and the king cried with a loud 
voice, O my ſon Abſalom, O Abſalom, my ſon, my 

5 ſon! And Joab came into the houſe to the king, and 
- ſaid, Thou haſt ſhamed this day the faces of all thy 
ſervants, as if they had committed ſome crime and were 
aſhamed to ſhow their faces, and haſt diſappointed their hopes 

of praiſe and reward, which this day have ſaved thy life, 
and the lives of thy ſons and of thy daughters, and the 
lives of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines; all 
6 of wich Abſalom ſtruck at; In that thou loveſt thine 
enemies, and hateſt thy friends. For thou haſt de- 
clared this day, that thou regardeſt neither princes nor 
ſervants: for this day I perceive, that if Abſalom had 
lived, and all we had died this day, then it had pleaſed 

S 3 ' thee 


I They did not enter in triumph, but by ſome ſecret way, as 
if they had loſt the battle; not thro' the gate, leſt David ſhould 
look upon them with an evil eye, as thoſe who had killed his 

he 
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thee well; by this ſtrange and prepoſterous conduft thou haſt 
in elfels declared, that thou haſt no concern for them or for 
an body but Abſalom, and that thou haſt no pleaſure in 
7 their ſafety or ſucceſs. Now therefore ariſe, go forth, 
and ipeak comfortably unto thy ſervants, thank them 
for their ſervice, and congratulate them on their ſucceſs : for 
I ſwear by the Log, if thou go not forth, there will 
not tarry one with thee this night: and that will be 
worſe unto thee than all the evil that befel thee from 
_ thy youth until now; ran all the evils of Jus youth, 
8 when he had 22 and campamont about him.” Then 
the king aroſe, and fat in the gate. And they told 
unto all the people, ſaying, Behold, the king doth fit 
in the gate, e place of concourſe and judgment. And all 
the people came before the king, to congratulate him, and 
profeſs ſubjection and allegiance to him : for Iſrael had fled 
every man to his tent. | 
9 And all the people were at ſtrife throughout all the 
tribes of Iſrael, blaming oue another for beginning and en- 
couraging the rebellion, and their remifſneſs in bringing the 
king back, ſaying, The king ſaved us out of the hand of 
our enemies, and he delivered us out of the hand of 
the Philiftines ; and now he is fled out of the land for 
10 Abſalom. And Abſalom whom we anointed over us, 
is dead in battle. Now therefore why ſpeak ye not a 
word of bringing the king back ? This was addreſſed to 
their elders and rulers. | 
11 And king David ſent to Zadok and to Abiathar the 
prieſts, ſaying, Speak unto the elders of Judah, ſay- 
ing, Why are ye the laſt to bring the king back to his 
_ houſe? ſeeing the ſpeech of all Iſrael is come to the 
12 king, [even] to his houſe?” Ve are] my _— ye 
are] 
= This was inſolent and uncourtly language; but Joab thought 
this warmth neceflary, to rouſe David from his leth „ and pre- 
ſerve him from impending miſchief; and it had the deſired effect. 
» As things were not entirely brought to order after ſuch 
confuſion, David judged the advice and interpoſition of ſome peo- 
ple of wiſdom, weight, and influence was neceſſary to effect it, 
and therefore ſent to the priefts, as being his friends and men 
of authority, who were proper to negotiate the buſineſs ow, 
| ers 


ſare] my bones and my fleſh: wherefore then are ye 
the laſt to bring back the king? You ſtand in the neareſt 
relation to him, and therefore fbould be the firſt to ſhow him 
13 reſpe#, And ſay ye to Amaſa, [Art] thou not of my 
bone, and of my fleſh? God do ſo to me, and more 
alſo, if thou be not captain of the hoſt before me con- 
tinually in the room of Joab. He mentions his relationſhip 
to him, as what diſpoſed him to pardon, and promiſes him 
preferment in the room of Joab, to humble his inſolence and 
14 puniſh kis diſabedience. And he bowed the heart of all 
the men of Judah, even as [the heart of] one man; fo 
that they ſent [this word] unto the king, Return thou, 
andell thy ſervants, who are ready to receive thee and re- 
15 turn to their obedience. So the king returned, and came 
to Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet 
the king, to conduct the king over Jordan. | 
16 And Shimei the ſon of Gera, a Benjamite, which 
[was] of Bahurim, haſted and came down with the men 
17 of Judah to meet king David. And [there were] a 
thouſand men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the ſer- 
vant of the houſe of Saul, and his fifteen ſons and his 
twenty ſervants with him; and they went over Jordan be- 
18 fore the king.” And there went over a ferry boat to car- 
ry over the king's houſehold, and to do what he thought 
good. And Shimei the ſon of Gera fell down before the 
19 king, as he was come over Jordan; And faid unto the 
king, Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, neither 
do thou remember that which thy ſervant did perverſly 
the day that my lord the king went out of Jennie, 
84 t 


elders of Judah, Perhaps many of that tribe had joined Abſa- 
lom ; which was peculiarly ungrateful, conſidering David's kindneſs to 
them. They might deſpair of pardon, and therefore were back- 
ward in the matter, He let them know that others were read 
to do it, and wondered that they, of all the tribes of Iſraet, | 
were ſo backward. 

„ Amaſa was his nephew, whom he was particularly deſirous to 
bring over to his intereſt, and who (judging his own caſe deſ- 
perate) might perſuade Judah to hinder or delay the king's re- 
turn, 

? Shimei brought a thouſand men with him, to ſhow his 
and influence, and hoped, by bringing To conſiderable a y, to 
ſecure his pardon, He went over Jordan to ſhow peculiar re- 
ſpe, and paſſed over before the king. 
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20 that the king ſhould take it to his heart. For thy 
ſervant doth know that I have ſinned: therefore, be- 
hold, I am come the firſt this day of all the houſe of 

21 Joſeph to go down to meet my lord the king.* But 
Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah anſwered and ſaid, Shall not 
Shimei be put to death for this, becauſe he curſed the 

22 Loxp's anointed ? And David gave him a reproof becom- 
ing a great and good king, and ſaid, What have I to do 
with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah, that ye ſhould this day 
be adverſaries unto me; urge me to af againſt my own 
inclinations, to make others fear execution, and ſet the people 
againſt me? ſhall there any man be put to death this 
day in Iſrael? ſhall any thing ſully the glory of this day, 
and be cauſe of lamentation in this time of univerſal joy ? 
for do not I know that I [am] this day king over Iſ- 
rael ? Not over @ party in it, but over all Iſrael, and have 

23 power to puniſh and pardon whom I pleaſe ? Therefore the 

king ſaid unto Shimei, Thou ſhalt not die at this time, 
and merely upon account of what is paſt. And the king 
ſware unto him, confirmed it with an oath, and bound him 
to his good behaviour. 

24 And Mephiboſheth the ſon of Saul came down to 
meet the king, and had neither dreſſed his feet nor 
trimmed his beard, nor waſhed his clothes, from the 
day the king departed until the day he came [again] in 

e; thus ſeeming as if he was greatly affected at the 

25 king's exile, And it came to paſs when he was come to 
Jeruſalem to meet the king, that the king ſaid unto 
him, Wherefore wenteſt not thou with me, Mephi- 
boſheth? as juſtice, gratitude, prudence, and à regard to 
thy own intereſt required, left Abſalom ſhould have deftroyed 

256 thee as a competitor. And he anſwered, My lord, O 

king, my ſervant deceived me: for thy ſervant ſaid, I 
will ſaddle me an aſs, that I may ride thereon, and go 

to 


1 He pleaded, that he came firſt to ſubmit to him; and it is 
remarkable that he calls himſelf / the houſe of Fo/eph, being a 
Benjamite, of the family of Saul. He would have come ill recom- 
mended to David under that character, therefore he mentions the 
; houſe of Toſeph, a tribe of the neareſt akin to the other, Benja+ 

min being his beloved brother, | 


U. SAMUEL.” XIX. 265 


27 to the king; becauſe thy ſervant [is] lame.” And he 
hath ſlandered thy ſervant unto my lord the king; but 
my lord the king [is] as an angel of God: do there- 
28 fore [what is] good in thine eyes. For all [of] my 
father's houſe were but dead men before my lord the 
king: yet didſt thou ſet thy ſervant among them that 
did eat at thine own table, What right therefore have 
29 I yet to cry any more unto the king ? And the king 
faid unto him, Why ſpeakeſt thou any more of thy 
matters? I have ſaid, Thou and Ziba divide the land. 
David was not willing to hear any more of the matter, con- 
firms the former appointment of Ziba to be his ſteward; and 
reſtores him half the eſtate, without any trouble or expenſe to 
30 him. And Mephiboſheth ſaid unto the king, Yea, let 
him take all, foraſmuch as my lord the king is come 
again in peace unto his own houſe ; he anſwers with pro- 
digious zeal, that he was content with any thing, fince the 
king was returned ſafe. 
4 TOY 31 And 
r This is a very lame excuſe, for he might have had another 
beaſt; he could 1 find one now to meet the king; he 
might have applied to David for one; he ate at his table; be 
muſt know when he went; there was time enough, between the 
preparation for the king's flight, and Abſalom's coming to Jeru- 
ſalem; there was no reaſon why he ſhould not have gone; it 
would have been far better than to have ſtaid in that beaſtly 
manner at home, But he complained that his ſervant had uſed 
him ill. | 
. He could not but acknowledge the king's kindneſs to him, 
and therefore he had no right to cry to the king, which he would 


have done, and ſhould have done, if he had been flandered ; but 
the meaning ſeems to be, that he ſubmitted to the king's cle- 


mency, and hoped from his well-known goodneſs that he would 


forgive him. 

© There is no reaſon to believe that Ziba had ſlandered him, 
but that the charge againſt him was true. The negle& of his 
dreſs, and his expreſſions of zeal and concern, might only be to 
cover his intentions if the thing had miſcarried. David was now 
diſpoſed to pardon every one, eſpecially a deſcendant of Saul, on 
account of Shimei's aſperſion, and his oath to Jonathan. If Mephi- 
boſheth was indeed innocent, I think David's affection for him would 
have engaged him to puniſh Ziba, according to the law of God againſt 
a falſe witneſs, Deut. xix. 19. For Mephiboſheth's innocence, we 
have only his own teſtimony: for Ziba's, we have David's, His com- 
ing to him ſeems to have been quite diſintereſted; and David's 
| not 
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31 And Barxillai the. Gileadite came down from Ro- 
gelim, and went over Jordan with the king, to conduct 
him over Jordan; he came to pay his reſpecis, and to bring 
um part of the way, having Moſpitably entertained him. 
32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, [even] fourſcore 
years old: and he had provided the king of ſuſtenance 
while he lay at Mahanaim; for he [was] a very great 
3 man; @ rich man, and had a very generous heart. And 
the king ſaid unto Barzillai, Come thou over with me, 
and I will feed thee with me in Jeruſalem, as @ particu- 
34 lar friend and favourite. And Barzillai faid unto the 
king, How long have I to live, that I ſhould go up 
with the king unto Jeruſalem ? A very wiſe, pious, and 
* grateful reply. He was unfit to travel ſo far, he had but a 
35 ſhort time to live; another reaſox, was, I [am] this day 
fourſcore years old: [and] can I diſcern between good 
and evil? can thy ſervant taſte what I eat or what J 
drink? can J hear any more the voice of ſinging men 
and finging women ? wherefore then ſhould thy ſervant 
36 be = a burden unto my lord the king? * Thy ſervant 
will go a little way over Jordan with the king : and 
why ſhould the king recompenſe it me with fach a re- 
ward ? He was dgſirous of expreſſing his dutiful affection as 
far as he was able, but had no expeftation of a reward, for 
37 he had done nothing but tus duty. Let thy ſervant, I pray 
thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own 
city, [and be buried] by the grave of my father and of 
my mother. His fourth reaſon was, that he was willing to 
- ſpend his remaining days at home, and be buried willi his 
anceſtors; but that he might not ſeem rude, he defires the 
king to transfer the kindneſs intended him, to his ſon. But 
behold thy ſervant Chimham ; let him go over with my 
lord the king; and do to him what ſhall ſeem good unto 
| 1 thee. 
not iſhing him, confirms it. Therefore the outcry made a- 


gain David is unjuſt, and has no foundation: but he appears 


in this affair as an eminent example of clemency and forgiveneſs. 
 ® The king's kindneſs would be ill beſtowed upon him, as his 
reliſh for the pleaſures of a court and of the ſenſes, were almoſt 
gone; beſides, he would rather be a -burthen than of any ſer- 
vice, and would only ſtand in the way of thoſe who might be 
uſeful. See OnxTox's Diſcourſes to the Aged, Diſc, II. on Bar- 
zillai's Refuſal of David's Invitation. 


38 
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thee. And the king anſwered, Chimham ſhall go over 
with me, and I will do to him that which ſhall ſeem 
good unto thee : and whatſoever thou ſhalt require of 
me, [that] will I do for thee: ke leaves it to the old 
gentleman's choice, and intimates, that if he had any peti- 
tion to make afterwards, he might be ſure it ſhould be grant» 


39 ed. And all the people went over Jordan. And when 


the king was come over, the king kiſſed Barzillai, and 
bleſſed him; and he returned unto his own place. He 
took his leave of hum with great affeftion; thanked him and 
prayed for him, and took Chimham with hum. In Jeremiah 
xli. 7. we read of an inheritance of his at Bethlehem; pro- 
bably David gave him part of his paternal inheritance. 


40 Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went 


41 


on with him: and all the people of Judah conducted 
the king, and alſo half the people of Iſrael; the people 
Judah came entirely and unanimouſly, and the half of 
Iſrael; perhaps thoſe on the other fide Jordan; and the 
other tribes at length came in. 
And, behold, all the men of Iſrael came to the 


king, and faid unto the king, Why have our brethren - 


the men of Judah ſtolen thee away ſecretly, and not 


43 


defired our aſſiſtance and conſent ; it was a publick ads, and 
there ſhould have been a convention of the ſtates; and have 
brought the king, and his houſehold, and all David's 
men with him, over Jordan? And all the men of Ju- 
dah anſwered the men of Iſrael, Becauſe the king [is] 
near of kin to us: wherefore then be ye angry for this 
matter? have we eaten at all of the king's [coſt ?] or 


hath he given us any gift? They plead their relation to 


their king, that they had nd private gain, it tas only to 
teſtify their duty and affection. And the men of 1frael 
anſwered the men of Judah, and faid, We have ten 
parts in the king, Simeon being intermixed with Fudah, 
probably came with them, and we have alſo more [right] 
in David than ye: why then did ye deſpiſe us, that our 
advice ſhould not be firſt had in bringing back our 
king? we ought to have been conſulted in an affair Li 
ſuch conſequence, and efteem ourſelves flighted and ill uſed. 
And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than 

the 
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the words of the men of Iſrael; the quarrel increaſed, 
and the men of Fudah were more hot and paſſionate; and 
this fooliſh differ ence occaſioned a new rebellion, as we ſhall 


find in the next chapter. 
REFLECTIONS. 


I. E hence learn, that there is danger of our paſ- 
Y fion and grief becoming exceſſive, and it is our 
duty to reſtrain it, whoever may reprove us for it. Tho” 

Joab was rude in his reproof, David was fo far influenced 
by him as to appear in publick. It was an abſurd paſſion, 
eſpecially when the people were ſo reſolute, and God had 
been ſo gracious. Let ns learn to guard our minds againſt 
exceſſive tranſports of grief, or any thing which may lead 
us to negle& our duty, tho? we ſhould be reproved for it 
in an unbecoming manner by our inferiors, or with heat. 
Let us not conſider who the reprover is, but the reproof, 
and endeavour to amend what is amiſs. 

2. Good ſervices for the publick will be remembered and 
acknowledged, tho' they ſeem for a time to be forgotten. 
David's people rebelled againſt him; but at length they 
began to recolle& his ſervices to them, in delivering them 
from their enemies, particularly the Philiſtines, and ſaw 
their own ingratitude. We ought 88 to ſerve man- 
_ = kind, and labour to promote their happineſs, whether they 

a are grateful or not. But this is our encouragement, that 
K all are not inſenſible, all are not ungrateful, and they who 
are ſo at preſent, will probably come to a better mind. 
Above all, God is never unmindful ; he is not unrighteous to 
forget our labours e love. 
3. Men often blame others for backwardneſs to a good 
- work, when they are really to blame themſelves. The peo- 
le of Iſrael were at ſtrife who it was that began the rebel- 
— the people blame the elders, and the elders the 
people: they took as much time in cenſuring one another 
for not bringing the king back, as would have done the 
buſineſs; and they ſhould heartily have joined in it. It is 
eaſier to find fault, than to mend. If each in his reſpective 


ſtation would ſet about reforming his own manners, and 
| thoſe 
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thoſe that are about him, inſtead of condemning the tardi- 
neſs and lukewarmneſs of others, things would ſoon grow 
better, and the world be greatly mended. 

4. We have a lively example of clemency and gratitude 
in David's forgiving Shimei, and overlooking Mephi- 
boſheth's ill deſign, and great ingratitude. Thus his throne 
was eſtabliſhed by mercy. It is great, and the beſt preroga- 
tive of kings, to forgive. His gratitude to Barzillai for 
his hoſpitality, deſerves 2 and imitation. Let us be 
always ready to return kindneſs, and be grateful to our 
friends and benefactors, eſpecially thoſe who have helped 
us in times of diſtreſs. No n. wealth, honour, or eaſe, 
ſhould make us forget them and our obligations to them. 

5. We have in Barzillai an example for aged perſons to 
reſtrain their deſires after any temporal good. I go to court! 
It is time for me to think of going to my grave. My reliſh 
for diverſions, and the delights of a court, are gone; and 
my ar gear for buſineſs almoſt gone too. Let me return 
home, to ſet my houſe and heart in order, and prepare for 
my long home. Let the aged learn from this venerable old 
man, .what their diſpoſition ſhould be; to have as little to 
do with the world as poflible; to contract their buſineſs ; 
to lay aſide their ſchemes and projects for this world; and 
be dead to all the delights of tenſe; to think much of 
dying; and be daily preparing for their laſt awful change. 

6. Aged perſons ſhould not grudge young ones thoſe 
employments which they are unfit for, or are unſuitable to 
their declining circumſtances in life. Let Chimham go; 
he is young, and fit for buſineſs ; he can reliſh the hurry 
and pleaſures of a court. It is very unreaſonable for aged 
2 to tie up thoſe that are young to their own neceſ- 
amuſements; this is doing them harm, and prejudicing 
youth againſt all their wiſeſt inſtructions and moſt friendly 
counſels. | | 
7. We learn here the origin and conſequences of ſtrife. 
The origin is pride; the bad conſequences, violent paſſions, 
angry words, and injuries. The people of Iſrael and Judah, 
thro? pride and impatience of contempt, quarrelled about 
a punctilio; they could not bear what ſeemed to be a light. 

Only 


ary confinement, or debar them of innocent and lawful ' 
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Only by pride cometh contention. The men of Judah were 
fiercer than the men of Iſrael, tho” in fact they were to 
blame for taking ſuch ſteps without their brethren, Men 
too often ſupply in paſſion what is wanting in reaſon and 

ument. 117 it may be obſerved, that thoſe whoſe words 
are fierceſt, have generally leaſt truth and reafon on their 
fide. But let all ſuch angry, paſſionate perſons know, that 
God takes notice of every fierce word they 2 as he did 
of the people of Judah, and is highly diſpleaſed with it. 
Therefore, to prevent all the ill conſequences of ſtriſe to 
ourſelves, our brethren, and our religion, let us rule our 
fpirits, and bridle our tongues. 


CHAP. .TX 


Gives an account of Sheba's rebellion, and his deftruBtion; and 


| of David's great officers. 


I ND there happened to be there, when he dif- 
erence related in the former chapter happened, a 
man of Belial, whoſe name [was] Sheba, the ſon of 
Bichri, a Benjamite; à /urbulent, furious man, probably 
one of Saul"s family, and Abſalom's captain; and he blew 
a trumpet, and faid, We have no part in David, nei- 
ther have we inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe: ” every 
man to his tents, O Ifrael; let us go from him, and 
2 chooſe another king. So every man of Iſrael went up 
from after David, [and] followed Sheba the ſon of 
Bichri: but the men of Judah clave unto their kin 
from Jordan even to Jeruſalem, not a man of them for- 
ook him. | 
And David came to his houſe at Jeruſalem; and the 
king took the ten women [his] concubines, whom he 
had left to keep the houſe, and put them in wardy 


He here ſpeaks contemptuouſly of David, and ſaid, If they 
have ten parts in David, let them have him altogether. 1 
* This moſt be taken with limitation; not all the people, not 
Shimei and his men, but the greateſt part of the people. 

He ordered them to ſome place of retirement, as they were 
not fit to appear abroad, for that would have renewed the re- 
membrance 
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and fed them, but went not in unto them. So they 
were ſhut up unto the day of their death, living in 
widowhood. | ; 

4 Then ſaid the king to Amaſa, Aſſemble me the men 
of Judah within three days, and be thou here preſent.“ 

5 So Amaſa went to aſſemble [the men of] Judah: but 
he tarried longer than the ſet time which he had ap- 
pointed him; they were backward to fight kis battles, 
ruh forward to attend his retinue being attached to Foab. 

6 And David faid to Abiſhat, Jabs brother, Now ſhall 
' Sheba the ſon of Bichri do us more harm than [did] 
Abfalom : take thou thy lord's ſervants, kis guard and 
ſtanding forces, and purſue after him, leſt he get him 
7 fenced cities, and eſcape us. And there went out after 
him Joab's men, his own regiment, and he himſelf went 
with them as a volunteer, and the Cherethites, and the 
Pelethites, and all the mighty men; "David thought 
himſelf ſafe enough without them at Jeruſalem, having the 
love of the people there: and they went out of Jeruſalem, 

$ to purſue after Sheba the fon of Bichri. When they 
[were] at the great ſtone which [is] in Gibeon, a place 

of rendezvous for the people of Judah, Amaia went before 
them, as commander in chief. And Joab's garment that 

he had put on was girded unto him, and upon it a 
girdle [with] a ſword faſtened upon his loins in the 

9 ſheath thereof; and as he went forth it fell out.* And 
Joab ſaid to Amaſa, [Art] thou in health, my bro- 
ther? And Joab took Amaſa by the beard with the 

10 right hand to kiſs him.“ But Amaſa took no heed to 
the ſword that [was] in Joab's hand: ſo he ſmote him 


therewith 


membrance of Abſalom's wickedneſs; a crime not to be named, 
and which was a reproach to David and his houſe. In this place 
David ſhut them "1p for life, 

* David took this opportunity to rid himſelf of Joab's inſo- 
lence. He thought the people would come to their old general, 
who appeared to have great influence among them ; and commands 
them to come within three days to receive orders from him. 

* Joab had no armour on, but girded his garment about him 
in haſte, and put his ſword in a 24 ſcabbard, that it might 
eaſily fall out when he bowed, which it ſeemed to do accidentally, 
ſo that there was no ſuſpicion. 

d So the eaſterns do to this day. 
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therewith in the fifth [rib,] and ſhed out his bowels to 
i the ground, and ſtruck him not again; and he died. 
_ | So Joab and Abiſhai his brother purſued after Sheba 
43 il 11 the ſon of Bichri. And one of Joab's men ſtood by 
him, and ſaid, by command of his maſter, wia feared ſome 

| | confuſion might take place, He that favoureth Joab, and 
Fe” he that [is] for David, [let him go] after Joab; ke that 

1 would have David king, and Foab general, let him follow 

12 Joab. And Amaſa was not quite dead, but wallowed 

| in his blood in the midſt of the highway. And when 
the man ſaw that all the people ſtood ſtill, he removed 

| Amaſa out of the highway into the field, and caft a 

. cloth upon him, when he ſaw that every one that came 
2 by him ſtood ſtill at this ſbocking fight, and were concerned 
f / 13 to ſee him ſo baſely murdered. When he was removed out 

2Þ of the highway, all the r went on after Joab, to 
purſue after Sheba the ſon of Bichri, not knowing that 

| Amaſa was killed. 

| 14 And he, that is, Sheba, went through all the tribes 

, of Iſrael unto Abel, @ city in the north of Canaan, 10 

a excite the people to arms, and to Beth-maachah, and all 
1 tze Berites, of the tribe of Benjamin, his relations and 
8 +... friends, who were influenced by im: and they were ga- 

| thered together, and went alſo after him, that is, Joab, 
4 | 15 and the ſoldiers of David followed him. And they came 
100 alan beſieged him in Abel of Beth-maachah, and they 
= caſt up a bank againſt the city, and it ſtood in the 
trench: and all — people that [were] with Joab bat- 

16 tered the wall, to throw it down. Then cried a wiſe 
woman out of the city, Hear, hear; ſay, I pray you, 

.. unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may ſpeak with 
thee ; her ſex and charafter recommended what ſhe ſaid, and 

- 17 ſhe came to make a propoſal to the general; And when he 
i was come near unto her, the woman ſaid, [Art] thou 
__ /- | Joab? And he anſwered, I ſam he.] Then ſhe ſaid 
- © unto him, Hear the words of thine handmaid. And 
= 18 he anſwered, I do hear. Then ſhe ſpake, ſaying, They 
2 were wont to ſpeak in old time, ſaying, They ſhall 
3 ſurely aſk {counſel] at Abel: and ſo they ended [the 
| mat- 


* 
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19 matter.] 1 [am one of them that are] peaceable [and] 
5 faithful in [aa peactable and loyal; ſhe ſpeaks in the 
"name of the city: thou ſeekeſt to deſtroy a city and a 
mother in Iſrael; 4 great city, which hath many villages 
under it, here called daughters, and dependant upon it: why 
wilt thou ſwallow up the inheritance of the Lon? this 
20 is doing injury to the publick. And Joab anſwered and 
ſaid, Far be it, far be it from me, that I ſhould ſwal- 
low up or deſtroy ; I would not voluntarily do the leaſt in- 
21 jury. The matter [is] not ſo, you have not been rightly 
informed: but a man of mount Ephraim, a Benjamite, 
but dwelling at mount Ephraim, Sheba the ſon of Bichri 
by name, hath lifted up his hand againſt the King, 
even] againſt David: deliver him only, and I will depart 
rom the city. And the woman ſaid unto Joab, Behold, 
22 his head ſhall be thrown to thee over the wall.* Then 
the woman went unto all the people in her wiſdom, 
and Ar treated with them. And they cut off the 
head of Sheba the ſon of Bichri, and caſt [it] out to 
Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they retired from 
the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned 
to Jeruſalem unto the king; khe ſpared all Sheba's con- 

Federates, and returned to inform the king of lus ſucceſs. 
23 Now Joab [was] over all the hoſt of Iſrael ; he return- 
dd with ſo much merit and popularity, and appeared to have 
ſuch intereſt in the ſoldiers, that David durſt not diſplace hin : 
and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada | was] over the Chere- 
24 thites and over the Pelethites: And Adoram [was] 
Vol. III. 1 1 over 
As if ſhe had ſaid, Abel is a place ſo renowned for wiſdom, 
that if differences aroſe, the parties came there and left it to 
their arbitration, and abided by it as an oracle; or, as in the 
margin, they plainly Sake in the brginning, ſaying, Surely they will 
aſt Abel, and /o male an tad; intimating, that Joab ſhould have 
aſked wby they admitted Sheba, and gently reminds him of the 
Jaw of God to props capitulation, Deut. xx. 10, Whereas Joab 
his rage determined to take it by ſtorm, without 

ſending conditions of peace. g 

4 This woman knew the mind of the citizens, and thought, a5 
they were loyal, they would be gl:d to ſave themſelves from this 
anger, They could not hinder Sheba from getting into the city, 
ut they could chooſe to harbour him there, | 
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„over the r=. RE, and Jehoſhaphat = ſon of Ahilud 
275 [was] recorder, or writer of the Chronicles : And Sheva 
. ©, [was] ſeribe, or ſecretary of fate: and Zadok and Abi- 
26 athar were) the prieſts: And Ira alſo. the Jairite was 
a chief ruler TA David; he EE EY 
W HORS of the council. 5 TS 


+ WW 


REFLECTIONS: 


EE the uncertainty of human affairs. David was 
no ſooner reſtored. to his kingdom, than freſh 
| tr0UFles aroſe, like clouds after the rain, We ſee it often 
ſo in private life. Let us therefore not be confident, nor 
think gur mountain ſtands ſo ſtrong, that it may not on 
be moved. We ſhould habituate ourſelves to ſelf-denial, 
mortification, and deadneſs to the world, and fix our 
| thoughts and hopes on a better. Ser your affettions on things 
's. above, where Chriſt fitteth at the right hand of God. Then you 
1 will be better able to bear the changes of life, and be more 
likely to improve them. 
8 155 5 here ſee the truth of Solomon's remark, that he 
of Ariſe is as when one letteth out water, It was a 
Bs difference at firſt between Judah and Ifrael,. who 
ſhould bring home the king; but they perverted one 
another's words and deſigns; and their trifling quarrel be. 
came big with great conſequences. Had each fide yielded 
a little, all had been prevented. Tielding pacifieth great 
ences. 
25 What a dangerous thing is an ambitious ſpirit. Joab 
again, to gratify his pride, killed his rival; he could not 
bear diſappointment. This was the teſt treachery, eſ- 
pecially as it was in a critical ſeaſon. . But when pride 
reigns, reaſon and. conſcience, juſtice and humanity, are 
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| all ſuppreſſed and ſilenced. Happy thoſe in private life, 
1 who have not ſuch temptations to pride and ambition; and 
= {5 pech happy are thoſe of humble and e minds. 
| 


= - © Adoram was treaſurer, or over the tributes OY building 


3 the temple, He was now very young, and continued all David's 
x and Solomon's time: at length he was flain by ſonle rebellipus 
& 23 Pa Iſraelites. I Kings xii. 18. 
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4. We may infer, that one way for contention to ceaſe 
is, for the differing parties to explain themſelves. Moſt 
diſputes are continued, and. grow warm, for want of know- 
ing what is diſputed. Joab thought the citizens of Abel 
were all treacherous men, and in the heat of paſſion deter- 
mined to deftroy them with Sheba, for his offence; but 
this wiſe woman cleared up the matter, and put an end to 
the rebellion. When people are prejudiced againft thoſe 
they differ with, they will not hear what they have to ſay, 
or even condeſcend ſo far as to explain themſelves. But 
contentions in private life, and differences among rela- 
tions, and even neighbours, are ſo ſhameful and injurious, 
that every wiſe man ſhould be willing to hearken to every 
thing that is likely to heal the breach, and promote accom- - 
modation, Study thoſe things that make for peace. Follow 
peace wil all men, and holineſs, without which no man ſhall | 
fee the Lord. | 


h er _— "i 

The Gibeonites are avenged; the Philiſtine giant ſlain; and the b 1 
| bones of Saul and Fonathan are buried. 5 
I pf * HE N there was a famine in the days of David | 
_ three years, year after year; which they thought 

4 firſt was a common calamity, but when it continued ſo 

lung, they thought it was judicial, and in conſequence of ſome 

extraordinary in; and David enquired of the Lox. 

And the Lonxp anſwered, [It is) for Sayl, and for [his] 

2 bloody houſe, becauſe he flew the Gibeonites.* And 

Lan bogs bo eg wn, Pug; md; T the 

_ * There are different opinions. about the date of this ſtory. A 

d Jewiſh writer ſays it was early in David's reign: and this ſeema 


probable ; for it is ſaid, in the days of David, and not, after theſe 
things,” as in other places, The hiſtorian having mentioned Da- 


le vid's fin, goes thro' the effects of it without ihterrupting the ſtory, 
and then mentions ſeveral natural events out of due order of time. 

1 This feetiis, confirmed. by comparing v. 20. with ch. viii. 1. 
1 We have: no account of "this event in the hiſtory of Saul; 
us fome think it was when the prieſts were flain at Nob, but the 


time is uncertain. - It is probable he was diteQed to give the 
Gibeonites ſuch ſatisfaction as they required. 
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the king called the Gibeonites, and faid unto them 
(now the Gibeonites 7 N not of the children of Iſrael, 
but of the remnant of the Amorites ; and the children of 
Iſrael had ſworn unto them, Joſbua ix. 15. and Saul 
ſought to ſlay them, in his zeal to the children of Iſrael 
and Judah; ſought how he might do it will ſome colour of 
3 law and juſtice: ') Wherefore David ſaid unto the Gibe- 
onites, What ſhall I do for you? and wherewith ſhall I 
make'the atonement, that ye may bleſs the inheritance 
of the Logp.? He e 3 he ſbould make 
them for the injury, that they might pray for the people, and 
4 that God might forgive their in. And the Gibeonites 
ſaid unto him, We will have no filver nor gold of Saul, 


nor of his houſe; neither for us. ſhalt thou kill any 


man in Iſrael, except theſe afterwards mentioned. And he 
faid, What ye ſhall ſay, [that] will I do for you. 

5 And they anſwered the king, The man that conſumed 
us, and that deviſed againſt us [that] we ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed from remaining in any of the coaſts of Iſrael, 

6 Let ſeven men of his ſons be delivered unto us, and 
we will hang them up unto. the Loxp in Gibeah of 
Saul, where Saul lived before and after he was king, 10 
male their puniſhment more ſhameful and 5 
[whom] the Loxp did chooſe, and * his guilt was 

tie more aggravated. ' And the king faid, I will give 
CO ores te: the Ling Gened Maphlo Kh, 
7 not oppreſs ſtrangers. But ing ſpar ephi ; 
_— Jonathan the ſon of Saul, becauſe of the 

_- -Lory's oath that [was] between them, between David 
and Jonathan the fon of Saul; i he ſhould incur the 
ſame 


They lived in their own city, and were hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water. | 

t Saul. pretended that it was neither table, honourable, nor 
ſafe for God's people to ſuffer any of thoſe accurſed nations to be 
incorporated with them, and enjoy the ſame church privileges as 
they did. The Gibeonites had one city in Judah, and three in 
Benjamin: Saul wanted to have their land, and accordingly de- 
ſtroyed. ſome of them and baniſhed the reſt, and gave their poſ- 
ſeſſons to his children, dchildren, and kinſmen, 1 Sam. XXII. 7. 
His deſcendants and relations were inſtruments in this execution, 


and therefore it is called kis bloody houſe ; and they ill poſſeſſed their 
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8 ſame puniſhment as Saul had done. But the king took the 
« — ſons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom ſhe 
bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephiboſheth; and the 
five ſons of Michal* the daughter of Saul, whom ſhe 
brought up for Adriel the ſon of Barzillai the Mehola- 


9 thite: And he delivered them into the hands of the 


Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the hill before 
the Lord: and they fell [all] ſeven together, and were 
put to death in the days of harveſt, in the firſt [days, 
in the beginning of barley harveſt. | 
10 And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took fackeloth, 
and ſpread it for her upon the rock, from the begin- 
ning of harveſt. until water dropped upon them out of 
heaven, and ſuffered neither the birds of the air to reſt 
on them by day, nor the beaſts of the field by night. 


11 And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter of 


Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done; «which was a tacit 
reproof for his not taking care of the bones of Saul and Jona- 
12 than. And David went and took the bones of Saul and 
the bones of Jonathan his ſon from the men of Jabeſh- 
. which had ftolen them from the ſtreet of Beth- 
where the Philiſtines had hanged them, when the 

F.- gs Philiftines 


* Or rather, Merab's five ſons, the ſiſter of Michal, who was 


to have been David's wife. She died while they were young, and 
Michal, having no children, brought them up. Such were common- 
ly called their children among the antients. David has been 
with contriving the death of theſe ſons, becauſe they would be 
the revival of Saul's family in his kingdom. But there is no 
ground for this. It was plainly the will of God, who ordered 
they ſhould hang ſo long; which was contrary to the law of taking 
down executed criminals before the evening. And God's ſending 
rain was a plain proof that he was not diſpleaſed, If David was 
the villain which Chu and others think, why did he ſpare 
Mephibotheth and his family? It was evident thoſe perſons had a 
hand in the Gibeonices? murder, being of Saul's bloody houſe ; and 
the Iſraelites might be juſtly paniſhed with famine for joining in 
the murder, or for not oppoſing it. So that the character of David 
is clear from all ſuſpicion. | | l 
| Rizpah, by the aſſiſtance of her friends and ſervants, ſpread a 
tent near the bodies, that ſhe might prevent their being torn or 
mangled: probably knowing that they were to hang there till 
God, by ſending rain, gave evidence of his being reconciled to 
the people. 
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12 Phil had flain Saul in Gilboa: And he brought 
up from thence. the bones of Saul and the bones of 
l Jonathan his ſon and the y gathered the bones of them 
14 that were hanged. And he bones of Saul and Jona- 
than his ſon buried they in the country of Benjamin in 
Zelah, in the ſepulchre of Kiſh his father: and they 
performed all that the king commanded. And after 
that God was intreated for the land, * diſpleaſure was 
|,» turned gway., See Pſalm Ixv, 

15 Moreover the Philiſtines had yet war again with Iſ- 
raelz and David went down, and his ſervants with him, 
and fought againſt. the Philiſtines; and David waxed 
» - faint uu the combat, the Philiſtiue giant taking him at a 
16 di ſad vantage, and being. ſtronger than be, And Iſhbi- 
benob, Which (was] of the ſons of the giant, the weight 

of whoſe ſpear [weighed | three hundred [ſhekels} of 
- braſs in weight, his /prar's head being about ttyelve Paunds, 
he being girded with a new I ſword, ]. thought to have 

1 * ain David. But Abiſhaĩ the ſon of Zeruiah ſuccoured 

him, and ſmote the Philiſtine, and killed him; Then 
the men of David ſware unto him, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
505 go no mote out with us to battle, that thou quench not 
the light of Iſrael, e is gur guide and glory, and makes 
18 us great and illurious, And it came to pals after this, 
chat there was again a battle with the Philiſtines at Goh: 
then Sibbechai the Huſhathite flew Saph, which [was] 

19 of the ſons of the giant. And there was again a battle 
bo in Gob with the Philiſtines, where Elhanan the ſon of 

- Jaare-oregim 2 Beth-lchemite, flew. the brother of] 
Goliath the Gittite, the ſtaff of whoſe ſpear [was] like 
ao a weaver's beam. And there was yet a battle in Gath, 
There was a man of [great] ſtature, that had on every 
hand fix fingers, and on every foot fix toes, four and 

-  - twenty in number; and he alſo was born to the giant. 
21 And when he defied Iſrael, Jonathan the ſon of Shimea 
#2 the brother of David flew him, Theſe four were born 
* H nere rde to 
Or rather with a new Ciedle, that 4 is, advanced” to ſome new 


bagel . was deſirous of the honour * laying: the Uraet- 
ites K | | | 
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ct to the giant in Gath, and fell by. the hand of David, 
aud by the hand of his ſervants ; David's brave men ſoon 
b vercame them, the" they were ſo much larger and ſtronger. 


FEEELECTIONS TE 


E N calamities come upon us, it is good to 

enquire of the Lord; to pray to him, that he 
would ſhow us the meaning and intention of ſuch diſpenſa- 
tions, leſt the great end 25 providence ſhould be defeated, 
our improvement prevented, and we be expoſed to heavier 
woes. Thus: Job prayed, ſhow me wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me. | e 
2. We here ſee God's regard to publick ordinances, and 
his juſtice in puniſhing perjury. The original treaty was 
8 by fraud; but as it was ſolemnly ſworn to before 
God, he puniſhed. the breach of it; and where murder is 
added to perjury, it is peculiarly abominable in his fight. 
Thoſe who thus profane his name, and violate the moſt 
ſolemn engagements, ſhall not be held guiltleſs; but pecu- 
liar marks of divine diſpleaſure ſhall be inflicted upon them. 
An inhabitant of Sion is faithful to his engagemehts; 'cho* 
he fewears to his own hurt, he changeth not. r 
3. What is gotten by oppreſſion and treachery does men 
no good, but, on the contrary, often brings evil on them 
and their poſterity. The Iſraelites were glad to have the 
Gibeonites? land, and joined in the king's wicked defigns.  _ _ «» 
But famine overtook them there, and they ſmarted for 
their ill-gotten poſſeſſion. God will take the part of thoſe 
who are oppreſſed, if reſtitution is not made. His vengeance . 
will light upon thoſe who enjoy what is wrongfully taken 
from others. Men's diſhoneſt gains hurt their children, 
and bring ruin on their poſterity. © God hears the cry of 
the oppreſſed, But faithful and honeſt men enjoy what 
they have with comfort. The juſt man walketh in his inte- 
grity, and his children are bleſſed after him. aig 

4. See the folly of ſtrong men boaſting in their ſtrength... 

Theſe men of great bulk and ſtature were overcome by men 

of the common ſize. They were an eaſier mark, and would 
ſooneſt fall. To glory in ſtrength of body, is the glory of 
* 14 | an 


1. 2 
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an horſe or an ox, The glory of a man is wiſdom, piety, 
righteouſneſs, and ſelf. government: if we are gi with 
theſe, they will be our ornament and ſtrength, and we 
ſhall be more than conquerors over our ſpiritual enemies, thro 
him that loved us. *. 


1 


on 


CHAP. XXII. ns 
This <yas probably at firſt only a form of private devotion, which 
David uſed after his victory and ſucceſs ; it was afterwards 
Publiſhed (ſee the eighteenth pſalm throughout) to diſperſe more 
_ lively gratitude and true religion thro his dominions. - 

I NPD David ſpake unto the Loxp the words of 
* this ſong in the day [that] the Lonn had de- 
AUreted him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out 
2 of the hand of Saul: And he ſaid, The Loxp [is] my 
3 rock, and my fortreſs and my deliverer, The God of 
my rock; in him will I truſt: [he is] my ſhield, and 
4 the horn of my ſalvation, my high tower, and my re- 
on foge, my faviour; thou ſaveſt me from violenge, By 
ll theſe beautiful metaphors David expreſſes. his firm ds 
4 pendance upon God and entire confidence. in him. I will 
_ call on the Logp, [who is} worthy to be praiſed: fa 
5 ſhall I be ſaved from mine enemies. When the waves 
_ of death compaſſed me, the floods of ungodly men 
6 made me afraid; The ſorrows of hell compaſſed me 
__ about; the ſnares of death prevented me; he was like a 
man ſinking, and ready to be averwhelmed; deadiy ſnares 
au dangers ſurrounded him, nevertheleſs he did not deſpair 
7 but hoped in God and prayed to lim; In my diftreſs I call 
upon the Lozo, and cried to my. God; and he did hear 
my voice out of his temple, and my cry {did enter] 
8 into his ears, Then the carth ſhook and trembled; the 
foundations of heaven moved and ſhook, becauſe he 
9, was wroth, There went up a ſmoke out of his noſtrils, 

_ and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled 

buy it; his hang was as remarkably. apparent, as if he had 

 @fualy der qed his enemies by tempeſts, thunder and light- 

h , ng. 


„ 


3 +4 


H. SAMUEL. XXII. 28x 

10 ning. He bowed the heavens alſo, and came down; and 
11 darkneſs [was] under his feet. And he rode upon a 
cherub, and did fly: and he was ſeen upon the wings 

of the wind, coming with ſpeed and ſwiftneſs to my relief. 

12 And he made darkneſs pavilions round about him, 
13 dark waters, [and] thick clouds of the ſkies. Through 
the brightneſs before him were coals of fire kindled. 

14 The Lozp thundered from heaven, and the moſt 
15 High uttered his voice. And he ſent out arrows, and 
| ſcattered them; lightning, and diſcomfited them; im- 
 mediately all his enemies were confaunded and turned their 
16 backs. And the channels of the ſea appeared, the foun- 
dations of the world were diſcovered, at the rebuking 
of the Lomp, at the blaſt of the breath of his noſtrils. 
17 He ſent from above, he took me; he drew me out of 
i many waters; He delivered me from my ſtrong enemy 
land] from them that hated me; from Galiau and the 
19 Philiſtines: for they were too ſtrong for me. They 
prevented me in the day of my calamity;  Akithophel did 
20 ſo by j/e: but the Lon was my ſtay. He brought 
me forth alſo. into a large place, a ſtate of ſecurity and 
kberty : he delivered me, becauſe he delighted in me; 
Gad delighted to make him king, and therefore carried him 
21 thro all dangers to the crown. The Lon rewarded me 
according to my. righteouſneſs : according to the clean- 

22 neſs of my hands hath he recompenſed me. For I have 
kept the ways of the Logp, and have not wickedly de- 
from my God. Fe here deſcribes lis own integrity, 
that, he intended | no injury to Saul, no wrong to thoſe who 
rebelled againſt him, and took no: unlawful courſe ta Preſerve 

23 ney For all his judgments [were] before me: and 
las for] his ſtatutes, I did not depart from them; he 
24 ſtudied. God's law as his rule, I was alſo uptight before 
him, and have kept myſelf from mine iniquity; e/- 


+ | pecially from deſtroying Saul, to which he was often tempted, 


25 and with which. he was' charged. Therefore the Loxp 


hath recompenſed me according to my righteouſneſs, | 


. hath favoured my righteous cauſe 3, according to my clean- 
26 neſs in his eye- ſight. With the mercifub thou wilt ſhow 
thyſelf merciful, [and] with the upright:man thou wilt 
ſhow 
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27 ſhow thyſel“ upright. © With the pure, thou wilt ſh6y 
"thyſelf pure, he will be faithful to faithful ſouls; and with 


28 the froward thou wilt ſhow thyſelf unſavoury. And 


. - the afflicted people thou wilt fave : but thine eyes [are 
upon the haughty, | that] thou mayeſt bring [them 
down; troſs their deſigns,” and teſtify thine abhorrence f 
29 their practices. For thou [art] my lamp, O Lok: and 
the Loxy- will lighten my darkneſs, eſtore me toproſperity 
30 and advance me to royal dignity, tio poor and mean. For 
by thee 1 have run through a troop ef armed men: by 
my God have I leaped over a wall, ſcaled the cities and 
52 deftrayed the fortifications of bey enemies. As for] God, 
his way [is] perfect; his ways and methods of providence, 
ie ſeemingly perplexed and dark, are perfettly juſt, ard 
3 at laft'; the word of the Logp "5 tried: 
be fisÞa buckler to all them that truſt in him, good men 
0 have'always found him faithful. Then, to'tlluftratt this in 
Mt own caſe, he breaks ont into the moſt thankfitl adoration. 
z2 For his] God, Have the Lord ? Tone of the idols 0 4 
the heathen are gods: and who [is] a rock, ſave our God 
nne can "defend us enemies, none tim injure his friends. 


33 God lis] my ſtrength [and] power: and he maketh 


that is, plain, and removes all my drfficul- 

34: wes. 115 maketh my 12 like hinds“ feet,] 70 purſue 

ij enemies ſwiftly and ſucceſsfully: and ſetteth me upon 

35 nr places, defends me againſt their attacks. He 

my hands to war; ſo that a bow of ſteel is 

broken by — arms, "my frength and dexterity are from 

36: Gad. Thou haft alſo 1 me the ſhield of thy 

tion: and thy gentleneſs hath made me great; pardmed 

n, advanced me to this high ation, and ſecured me in 

37 it, Thau haſt enlarged my ſteps under me; ſo that my 
38 feet did not flip. 'I have purſued mine enemies, and 

* 3 them; and turned not again until T had con- 

ſumed them; particularly referring to Abſalom's and She- 

- bes rebellion; which were ſo ſpeedily and effectually cruſhed. 

39 And I have conſumed them, and wounded them, that 

they could not ariſe: yea, they are fallen under my 

40 ſeet. For thou haſt girded me with ſtrength to battle: 

—— up againſt me haſt thou ſubdued under 

© | | me. 
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41 me. Thou haſt alſo given me the necks of mine ene- 
42 mies, that I might deſtroy them that hate me. They 
looked, but [there was] none to ſave; [even] unto the 

43 Lov, but he anſwered; them not. Then did I beat 
them as ſmall as the duſt of the earth, I did ſtamp them 

as the mire of the ſtreet, [and] did ſpread them abroad. 

44 Thou alſo haſt delivered me from the ſtrivings of my 
people, united 1/rael and Judah under me, thou haſt kept 
me [to be] head of the heathen: a people [which] I 
knew not ſhall ſerve me; ke had ſubdued neighbouring na- 
tions, and extended luis conqueſts: to kingdoms remote and be- 
45 fore unknown. Strangers ſhall ſubmit themſelves unto 
me: as ſoon as they hear, they ſhall be obedient unto 
me,; hearing the fame of his viftorious arms, they ſhould 
46 ſubmit 10 him. Strangers ſhall fade away, and they ſhall 
bde afraid out of their cloſe places; they ſball be ſtruct 
with panict, and diſtruſting their fortes and ſtrong "holds, 
Pall willingly become tributary to him. Thus he encourages 
47 himſelf to hope for future favours." The Lord liveth; 
and bleſſed be] my rock; and exalted be the God of 
the rock of my ſalvation: e aſcribes all to the poter and 


48 850 of God, and ſums up the whole by ſaying,” It [is] 


= 


od that avengeth me of all my enemies, and that bring- 
eth down: the people under me, maketh all Iſrael to ſub- 
49 mit to me, And that bringeth me forth from mine ene- 
mies: thou alſo haſt lifted me up on high above them 
ttuhat roſe up againſt me: thou haſt delivered me from 
the violent man, from the Philiftines,' and his otum ſuljets, 
50 and Saul. Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O 
Lon, among the heathen, and I will ſing praiſes unto 
thy name; I will publiſh this ſong for the benefit of all my 
51 ſubjefts, and to lead them to the knowledge of God. (He 
is] the tower of ſalvation. for his king: and ſhoweth 
mercy to his anointed, unto David, and to his ſeed 
for evermore; ie hoped and believed God would extend his 
Javour ta his poſterity. Here ſeems a remote reftrente to the 
Meſſial, to whom the fiftieth verſe is applied, Rom. xv. 9. 


REF L ECT. 


| 
l 
| 


h fa let us follow after 
_ warded according to it. This 


the merciſul thou wilt fbow 1 
right man thou wilt ſhow thyſel wright, v. 26, Thus we ſhall 


give us the v 
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REFLECTIONS. 


* E nme uſe of this chapter is to excite us to 
— and praiſe for divine mercies, eſpecially 

rdinary interpoſitions of providence in our favour. 
—— mereies are every day riſing, and call for new ſongs. 


Let us praiſe God in our ſecret devotions, and ſhow forth 


his praiſes before others. We ſhould not be aſhamed to 
own our obligations to him, and to expreſs our gratitude 
for his mercy. We ſhould take notice of the greatneſs and 
ſeaſonableneis of our deliverances, and trace the hand of 
providence in them, to make our gratitude lively and ac- 


If we defire the continued favour and interpoſition of 
2 David was re- 
- maxim in divine 


h righteouſneſs. With 
merciful, and with the up- 


gs. The righteous Lord 


ence. The more we 
ave: be God, the more Fully we! may be affured of his 
favourable regards. 

3. Let us learn to truſt God in future difficulties, and 
rejoice in bim as an everliving and unchangeable God. 
The Lord buen; 8 rock ; 1 
of the roct ef my ; is is language mi 
chriſtians; and ſhould be their joy in every ſucceeding 3 
Whatever or troubles are before us, he is fil the 
ans manger rage and exalted. 

4. Let us eſpec to think that our deliverance 
—— in Diſt hath raiſed us from the greateſt 
trouble, the farrows of death, the ſnares of hell; as the 
Captain of our ſalvation, he is gone before us, and will 
over our ſpiritual enemies. If we fight 
under his banner, and depend on his grace, he will deliver 
us nom; amd at length complete and everlaſting 
— 


pray with humble hope and confid 
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CH AP. XXIII. 


An account of the laſt, words of David, which were delivered by 
the ſpirit of prophecy; a catalogue of David's worthies, and 
the exploits of ſome of the moſt eminent of them. 

I OW theſe [be] the laſt words of David." David 
N the ſon of Jeſſe faid, and the man [who was] 
raiſed up on high, exalted to be king of Iſrael, and the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, and the ſweet pſalmiſt 

2 of Iſrael,“ faid, The Spirit of the Loxp ſpake by me, 

and his word [was] in my tongue. He here celebrates the 
author of his inſpiration, Fehoval the God of Iſrael ;- and 
takes notice of his powerful impulſe. In the following verſe 
we have the prophecy itſelf, which refers to the Meſhah, his 

ritual kingdom, and his final triumph over the enemies of 

it. Aﬀter this magnificent introduction, he breaks out into 

a kind of tranſport of joy and expectation at the proſpelt 

3 before him. The God of Iſrael faid, the Rock of Iſrael 
ſpake to me, He that ruleth over men {muſt be] juſt, 
ruling in the fear of God, ar, as it ſhould be rendered, The 

4 juſt one ruling over men, he ruleth in the fear of God. And 
5 ſhall be] as the light of the morning, [when] the 
un riſeth, [even] a morning without clouds; [as] the 
tender graſs [ſpringing] out of the earth by clear ſhin- 
ing after rain; e deſcribes the glorious effetts of this 

dominion, light and knowledge ſhall ſpread abroad over the 
earth, and that conſolation and peace, which deliverance from 


5 the dominion of fin and death ſhall produce.” Although my | 
71 ho 


»The laſt words of eminent ſaints and heroes deſerve particu- 
lar notice. But theſe are peculiarly worthy of attention, as they 


are introduced in ſo magnificent and awful a manner, immediately 


before his death, when the prophetick ſpirit was ſtrong upon him, 
as it was upon Moſes and Jacob in like circumſtances. 

„ This title peculiarly belonged to David, as he was the author 
of moſt of the pſalms, a compoſer of the muſick, and. preſcribed 
to the performers their ſeveral parts. He invented the inſtruments 
that accompanied them, and bore himſelf a part in the perform- 


eſe are not two images, but one, viz. the ſpringing up of 
and flowers before the bright ſunſhine of the morning, after 
refreſhing rains in the night an which there is not in all nas 
ture à more ing and delightful ſcene. A 


| 
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houſe [be] not ſo with God; yet he hath made with me 
an everlaſting covenant; altho* the preſent ſituation of my- 
ſelf and family, and the people of God, fall ſo much ſhort of 
this glorious charatter, yet ſuck a time will come according to 
God's covenant, which is ordered in all [things,] and 
ſure; "which is laid in order, as the word | fignifies,” and 
well expreſſes the gradual diſplay of that promiſe in ſucceſſive 
revelations of it, and the orderly diſpoſition of the ſeveral 
events preceding and preparatory to the final completion o 
it; and this he rejoiced in, ſaying, for [this is] all my ſal- 
vation, and all [my] defire; although he make it] 
6 not to grow.“ But [the ſons] of Belial [ſhall be] all of 
them as thorns thruſt away, becauſe they cannot be 
taken with hands; they ſhall be like thorns or briars, too 
rough, too ſtrong, to be touched with a common hand, that 
"is, they ſhall not be overtaken with a light and ordinary 
7 vengeance; But the man [that] ſhall touch them. muſt be 
fenced with iron and the ſtaff of a ſpear, that is, Chriſt 
+ the Meſſiah and prince, who ſhall come to execute vengeance 
"upon them, ſhall be armed with the inſtruments of deſtruction, 
and they ſhall be utterly burned with fire in the [ſame] 
place; ke ſhall utterly conſume them." 
8 Theſe [be] the names of the mighty men whom David 
© had: the Tachmonite that fat in the ſeat at the council 
f war, chief among the captains, the lieutenant general; 
the fame [was] Adino the Eznite; he lifted up his 
_ -* ſpear] againſt eight hundred, whom he at one time. 
9 And after him [was] Eleazar the ſon of Dodo the 
Ahohite, [one] of the three mighty men with David, 
1 This mould be part of b. 6. where be gives a ſhort but 
dreadful repreſentation of the condition of the wicked, and the 
vengeance that awaits them. _= 
This is parallel to the ſecond pſalm, he ſhall rule them or, breat 
them quit a rad of iron; he ball prove as a conſuming fire to 
them, they ſhall be. utterly burnt up. It expreſſes the certainty 
of the action, and that there is no poſlibility of eſcaping. This 
ſeems to be the meaning and ſpirit of this beautiful and inſtructive 
8 thus it 1s parallel to Mal. iv. 1, 2. and is illuſ- 
trate | TT, A 9 Fam ) 300 218 18 
He New three, hundred of, them with his own hands, ( Chron.” 
5 6 dhe fell, iat they were ſiain by others'oF 


—_ 
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when they defied the Philiſtines [that] were there ga- 
thered together to battle, and the men of Iſrael were 
10 gone away: He aroſe, and {mote the Philiſtines until 
his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the ſword, 


Y reaſon of blood which clotted his hand: and the Loup 


- wrought a great victory that day; and the people re- 


turned after him only to ſpoil; they that were fled (v. g.) 
_ .._ returned, after he: had done. ſlaying the Philiſtines, not 10 


11 fight, but only to rate the ſpoil. And after him [was] 


Shammah the ſon of Agee the Hararite. And the Phi- 
liſtines were gathered together into a - troop, or, for 
foraging, where was a piece of ground full of lentiles: 
12 and the people fled from the Philiſtines. But he ſtood 


in the midſt of the ground, and defended it, and flew the 
* Philiſtines, drove them back will 455 loſs: and the Loxp 


13 wrought a great victory. And three of the thirty chief, 
br the three captains over the thirty, went down, and came 
to David in the harveſt time, when it was very hot, unto 
the cave of Adullam, (1 Sam. xxii. 21.) and the troop of 
the Philiſtines pitched in the valley of Rephaim, (28am. 
14 v. 18.) And David [was] then in an hold, and the 
garriſon of the Philiſtines [was] then [in] Beth-lehem. 
15 And David longed, and ſaid, Oh that one would give 
me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem, which 
[is] by the gate! not 401th am intent that they ſhould go 

far it, he only expreſſed how glad he ſhould be of a draught 


e that water, of which he was uſed to drink when a boy. 


16 And the three mighty men brake through the hoſt of 
the Philiſtines,. and drew water out of the well of Beth- 

lehem, that [was] by the gate, and took it, ] and 
brought ſit] to David; this they did without ſaying any 
©." thing to Jum. Perhaps their boldneſs terrified the Philiſtines, 
_ _. who flood aſtoniſhed to ſee them: nevertheleſs. he would 
not drink thereof, but poured it out unto the Log, . as 
17. 4 thank offering to God for delivering them. And he ſaid, 
he it far from me, O Lox, that I ſhould do this; [is 
not this] the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of 

their lives? therefore he would not drink it; e tnt 
ſerty for his fooliſh wiſb, and that ſuch brave men ſhould be 


. expoſed ta ſuch, imminent danger. Theſe. things did theſe 
three 
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-- three mi men topether. Then follows their fingle ex- 
18 plhoits. iy Abiſhati, the baer of Joab, 41 of 
Zeruiah, was chief among three. And he lifted up 

his ſpear againſt three hundred, [and] flew them, ] and 

19 had the name among three. Was he not moſt honour. 
able of three ? therefore he was their captain : howbeit 

© he attained not unto the [firſt] three for frengrh and va- 
20 lour. And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, the ſon of a 
valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done many acts, he 
ſley two lion- like men of Moab: he went down alſo 
and en in the midſt of a pit in time of ſnow: 
21 And he flew an Egyptian, a goodly man, of grea/ frength, 
dexterity and ſtature: and the E 2 nt es 1 his 
hand hike a weavers beam; ( 1 Chron. xi. 23.) but he went 
' down to him with a ſtaff, and plucked the ſpear out of 
- *the Egyptian's hand, and flew him with His own ſpear. 
22 Theſe things] did Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and 
23 had the name among three mighty men. He was more 
-- © honourable than the thirty, but he attained not to the 
| (eſt) three, And David fet him over his Ward. 
24 Afahel the brother of Joab [was] one of the thirty; 
25 Elhanan the fon of Dodo of Beth-lehem, Shammah 
26 the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, Helez the Paltite, 
27 Ita the fon of Tkkeſh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Anetho- 
28 thite, Mebunnai the Huſhathite, Zalmon the Ahohite, 
29 Maharai the Netophathite, Heleb the fon of Baanah, a 
Netophathite, Itrai the ſon of Ribai out of Gibeah of 
30 the children of Benjamin, Benaiah the Pirathonite, 
31 Hiddai of the brooks of Gaaſh, Abi-albon the Arba- 
32 thite, Azmaveth the Bathumite, Eliahba the Shaalbo- 
33 nite; of the ſons of Jaſhen, Jonathan, Shammah the 
34 Hararite, Ahiam the fon of Sharar the Hararite, Eli- 
ow the ſon of Ahaſbai, the ſon of the Maachathite, 

35 Eliam the fon of Ahithophel the Gilonite, Hezrai the 
36" Carmelite, Paatai the Arbite, Igal the ſon of Nathan 
37 of Zobah, Bani the Gadite, Zelek the Ammonite, 
1 e mn, ben, ]ô 
He probably retired into a cave to ſhelter himſelf in ſnowy 

| weather, and there 4 lion attacked bim, which, notwithſtanding 
* the ſituation, and the fierceneſs of the beaſt, 
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Nahari the Beerothite, armourbearer to Joab the ſon 
38 39 of Zeruiah, Ira an Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, Uriah 
the Hittite: thirty and ſeven in all.“ 


REFLECTIONS. 


15 E ſhould rejoice in the character and office of 
the Meſſiah, as here pointed out, and that 
this prophecy is ſo far accompliſhed. God hath raiſed up 


ſun of righteouſneſs hath riſen us with healing under his 
wings; and we enjoy plenty of ſpiritual bleſſings in him. 
Let us rejoice that he hath extended his kingdom ſo wide, 
and ſhall reign till his enemies become his footſtool. 

2, Let us rejoice in the ſecurity of this everlaſting cove- 
nant, It is our comfort in life and death; it is not only a 
covenant of royalty, but of grace, even the ſure mercies of 
David. It is everlaſting in its contrivance and continuance 
admirably adapted to promote the glory of God, and the 
holineſs and happineſs of ſouls. It 1s firmly eſtabliſhed by 
the promiſe of a faithful God, and Jeſus is the ſurety of it. 
It is well ordered in all things and ſure; as it is all our ſalvation, 
let it be all our defire; let us ſeek a ſhare in its bleſſings, and 
comply with its demands. Then will this God be our God 
for ever and ever, and our guide even until death. 

3. Let the enemies of Chriſt and his kingdom dread the 
effects of his diſpleaſure. Thoſe ſons of Belial who refuſe 
his yoke, which is ſo eaſy, who oppoſe his intereſts, and 
will not ſubmit to him, ſhall be entirely deſtroyed by that 
fire which is never quenched. Therefore ki/s the Son, left 
he" be angry, and ye periſh from the way when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. n 
4. Whatever valour, reſolution and ſucceſs any poſleſs, 
all ſhould be aſcribed to God. So were the noble exploits 
of theſe brave men, v. 10—12, and the Lord wrought a great 
te, Vor. III. U victory, 
ar i » There is ſome difference between this liſt and that in Chroni- 

Some were then dead, or had miſbehaved, and ſo loſt their 
rank; which accounts for the diſagreement between them. Others 


aft might be added who behaved well afterwards, and diſtinguiſhed 
/ themſelves by ſome heroic actions. 


R 


wo 
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a king, even this juſt one, who ruleth in the fear of God; the 
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vifory, tho? theſe men were inſtrumants in obtaining it. The 
hand of God ſhould be acknowledged in all the ſtrength, 


courage, and ſkill of men. Let nat the ſtrong man therefore 
750, in las ſtrength, but let him that glorieth, glory in the 


5. Did the three men here mentioned venture ſo boldly 
to ſerve David and their country? How. bold and reſolute 
ſhould we be in the cauſe of Chriſt! He is the captain of 
our ſalvation; and we ſhould, be reſolute in oppoſing temp- 
tations, and attacking our ſpiritual enemies. How cou- 
rageouſly ſnould we appear on the Lord's fide, in oppoſition 
to abounding vice and wickedneſs ! endeavouring by our 
example and influence, to ſtem the torrent, and prevent its 
increaſe. They obſerved: the leaſt hint of their princs's 
mind, and hazarded their lives to gratify it; ſo ambitious 

were they to pleaſe him, Let us thus attend to the orders 
of _ 3 and obſerve every — 9 on his =; el- 

pecially as he puts us no deſperate ſervice, re- 
quĩres nothing but 2 and fit to be done, 
what he will aſſiſt us in, and reward us for. 

6. Good ſoldiers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſnould be had 
in everlaſting remembrance. This catalogue is written for 
the honour of theſe worthies, and to excite the emulation of 
others. Thoſe that enliſt under Chriſt's banner, war a 
good warfare, and ſhall all be had in everlaſting honour. 
Their names are written in the Lamb's book of life; and tho? 
different degrees of courage and zeal will have different 
degrees of honour, yet all ſhall be approved and rewarded, 
and their names mentioned with applauſe at the great de- 
ciding day, Having been faithful to death, they ſhall receive 

| & crown of life. Let us then this honour ; fight the good 
fight of faith, that we may finiſh our courſe with joy, and 
be followers of them, who thro faith and patience inherit the 


promiſes, 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXIV. 


The fin of David in numbering the people ; the judgment brought 
upon the kingdom; the plague is flayed upon David's re- 
pentance; and an altar is built to God in memory of the 
deliverance. 


I N D again the anger of the Loxp was kindled 
A inſt Iſrael, and he moved David againſt them, 
2 to 5.8. number Iſrael and Judah.“ For the ki 
ſaid to Joab the captain of the hoſt, which [was] with 
him, Go now through all the tribes of Iſrael, from 
Dan in the north, even to Beer-ſheba in the ſouth, and 
number ye the people, that I may know the number of 
3 the people. And Joab ſaid unto the king, Now the 
Lord thy God add unto the people how many ſoever 
they be, an hundredfold, and that the eyes of my lord 
the king may ſee [it:] but why doth my lord the king 
delight in this thing, as it will be chargeable, troubleſome, 
4 and dangerous? Notwithſtanding the King's word pre- 
vailed againſt Joab, and againſt the captains of the 
hoſt, who joined with him in the remonſtrance. And Joab 
and the captains of the hoſt went out from the preſence 
of the king, to number the people of Iſrael, not being 
7 ta hazard his favour, by 7 or diſobeying his 
or ders. 
5 And they paſſed over Jordan, and pitched in Aroer, 
on the right fide of the city that [lieth] in the midſt of 
6 the river of Gad, and toward Jazer: Then they came 
to Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim-hodfhi ; and they 
7 came to Dan-jaan, and about to Zidon, And came to 
the ſtrong hold of Tyre, and to all the cities of the 
Hivites, arid of the Canaanites: and they went out to 
8 the ſouth of Judah [even] to Beer-ſheba. So when 
they had gone through all the land, they came to 


DTD STENT. 


. WU 2 Jeruſalem 

„We read in 1 Chron, xi. 1. that Satan” fi this, and 

p. God permitted it, becauſe his anger was kindled againſt Iſrael 
r for their rebellion, their luxury, and their confidence in their 


numbers and ſtrength; a thing too common in pro and 
pedcefub kingdoms.” " N * 
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' Jeruſalem at the end of nine months and twenty days.“ 
9 And Joab gave up the ſum of the number of the people 
unto the king: and there were in Iſrael eight hundred 

thouſand valiant men that drew the ſword; and the men 
of Judah [were] five hundred thouſand men.” 
10 And David's heart ſmote him, after that he had 
numbered the people. And David faid unto the Lox, 
I have ſinned greatly in that 1 have done: and now, I 
beſeech thee, O Lok, take away the iniquity of thy 
11 ſervant; for I have done very fooliſhly.* For* when 
David was up in the morning, the word of the Lorp 
came unto the prophet Gad, David's ſeer, his domeſtick 
12 prophet, who adviſed him in difficult caſes, ſaying, Go and 
ſay unto David, Thus faith the Loxp, I offer thee 
three [things;] chooſe thee one of them, that I may 
do it] unto thee. This was an inſtance of the divine 
clemency, and deſigned to humble him the more, by ſhowing 
_ tim how unbecoming his vanity and conceit were, when he 
13 was ſo entirely under the divine Power. So Gad came to 
' David, and told him, and faid unto him, Shall ſeven 
years of famine * come unto thee in thy land ? or wilt 
thou flee three months before thine enemies, while 
they purſue thee ? or that there be three days? peſtilence 
in thy land? now adviſe, and ſee what anſwer 1 ſhall 
14 return to him that ſent me. And David made an — 
* They went ſouth-eaſt, then by the eaſt to the north, ſo on 
ta the weſt, and then to the ſouth: but they did not number all 
the people, Benjamin. and the Levites were omitted. 

The difference between this account and that in 1 Chron. 
xxi. 5. is eaſily reconciled, by ſuppoſing that in one account the 
militia was reckoned, and not in the other, which makes their 
numbers nearly equal. The whole was a prodigious multitude 
for ſo ſmall a tract of land to ſupport. 

Perhaps David's fin lay in doing this without divine Gdirec- 
tion, or any important deſign, but from pride and vanity, and 
confidence in his numbers and ſtrength. This may be the reaſon 
why the action is imputed to Satan, the father of pride. The 
people were alſo guilty in not paying half à ſhekel ranſom for 
their lives, according to the law, & xodus xxx. 12. | | 

This thauld be rendered nd, for this was not the reaſon 
why David repented. | 

In Chronicles it is three years famine; and that perhaps is the 
true teading according to antient verſion, as it 8 
t 
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und religious reply, and ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great 
ſtrait: let us fall now into the hand of the Lorp; for 
his mercies [are] great; and let me not fall into the 
hand of man. 

15 So the Log ſent a peſtilence upon Iſrael, from the 
morning even to the time appointed: and there died 
of the people from Dan even to Beer-ſheba ſeventy 

16 thouſand men. And when the angel ſtretched out his 
hand upon Jeruſalem to deſtroy it, the Logp, obſerving 
David and the people aſſembled for worſhip, and penitent 
before him, repented him of the evil, changed his way, 
and ſaid to the angel that deftroyed the people, It is 

enough : ſtay now thine hand.* And the angel of the 
Lonp was by the threſhing-place of Araunah the Jebu- 
ſite. The angel appeared like a man, with a drawn fword in 
his hand, to ſhow that it was no natural calamity, but an 
extraordinary judgment. He ſtood before a threſhing-place on 
mount Moriah, where Abraham ſtood to ſacrifice Iſaac, and 

17 where the temple was afterwards built. And David ſpake 

unto the Loxo when he ſaw the angel that ſmote the 
people, and ſaid, (not to the angel, but to the Lord) Lo, 
I have finned, and I have done wickedly : but theſe 
9 ſheep, 
three months flight and three days“ peſtilence. They were three 
great and fore judgments. 
© Famine and peſtilence were both immediately from God's 
hand ; but as famine was from a natural cauſe, he ſeems to refer 
to peſtilence. He deſires not to fall into the hand of men; they 
were cruel, and would make no diſtinction between the good and 
bad; this would be more to the diſhonour of God, and ftain the 
lory of Iſrael. There was great charity, wiſdom and goodneſs in 
David's anſwer. If he had choſen famine, or the ſword, he would 
have choſen ill for his people, but well for himſelf. He was 
T 


rich, and might have had relief in famine, while his ſubjeQs were 
ſtarving, He might have had ſome ſtrong hold or fortification, 


885 while they were expoſed to all the horrors of war. He choſe 
— what an antient writer calls * an evil incident to kings and gover- 
on 


nors, as well as ſubjects;“ no riches nor forces could ſecure againſt 
At. 

The word properly ſigniſies, an a/embly, or ſacred time; pro- 
bays, the time of evening prayer, 

* By this it appears that the plague continued only about nine 
hours, ſuch quick work do judgments make; while * 
nine months in going thro” the land, the angel's ſword in nine 
hours did ſuch terrible execution, 
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ſheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray 
thee, be again me, and againſt my father's houſe. He 
refletts like a good man on his own fin, and not on the people 
and their rebellion. His language expreſſes the greateſt affec- 
tion for them. He prays that the fin might rather be charged 
5 hum and his father's houſe, that is, his kindred, who pro- 
ably, inſtead of diſſuading him, encouraged him to do it. 
$ And Gad came that day to David, and faid unto 
him, Go up, rear an altar unto the Lon in the threſh- 
ing-floor of Araunah the Jebufite. He was afraid to go 
to Gibeon, where the tabernacle was, becauſe of the plague, 
and of the angel deſtroying Jeruſalem in the mean time ; and 
God, in condeſcenfion to his fears, orders the ſacrifice to be 
19 on the ſpot. And David, according to the ſaying of 
20 Gad, went up as the Loxp commanded. And Araunah 
looked, and ſaw the king and his ſervants coming on 
toward him: and Araunah went out, and bowed him- 
21 ſelf before the king on his face upon the ground. And 
Araunah ſaid, Wherefore is my lord the king come to 
his ſervant? And David ſaid, to buy the threſhing-floor 
of thee, to build an altar unto the Loxp, that the 
22 plague may be ſtayed from the people. And Araunah 
faid unto David, Let my lord the king take and offer 
up what [ſeemeth] good unto him; behold, [here be] 
oxen for burnt ſacrifice, and threſhing inſtruments and 
[other] inſtruments of the oxen for wood ; dry wood, 
23 yokes, and threſhing inſtruments, to make the fire with. All 
theſe things] did Araunah, [as] a king, give unto 
the 2 And Araunah faid unto the king, The 
Lonp thy 


| God accept thee; he ſhould think himſelf fi 
24 ficiently paid if God 42 accept the ſacrifice. And te 
king faid unto Araunah, Nay ; but I will ſurely buy 
43 ff of thee at a price: neither will J offer burnt offer- 

ings unto the Loxy my God of that which doth coſt 
me nothing; that would be diſhonourable to God, as if he 
was not worthy of the expenſe, and a diſparagement to him. 
ſelf, as if he was unwilimg. So David bought the 
threſhing-floor and the oxen for fifty ſhekels o her. 

| | | 25 A 

„ Between five and fix pounds; and for the whole ſpot —_ 
"the temple was built, and” the courts about it, ſix hundred ſhe- 


ls, 


_ 
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25 And David built there an altar unto the Lonxp, and 
offered burnt offerings to implore mercy, and peace offer. 
ings, in thankfulneſs for the beginning of mercy. So the 
Lok was intreated for the land, and the plague was 
ſtayed from Ifracl. The angel put up his ſword, and God 
ſent fire from heaven to conſume the ſacrifice, in token of his 
acceptance, 1 Chron. xxi. 26. David probably compoſed the 
ainety firſt pſalm on this occaſion. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. E have here an awful inſtance of the miſchievous 
conſequences of pride. There was no real harm 
in numbering the people. It had been done by Moſes, and 
by others after Davig's time. But the principle was vanity; 
he was proud of his forces, and now irufted in an arm of 
fiſh, and God puniſhed him for it by the loſs of great 
numbers of them. Pride is always diſpleaſing to God, and 
it is juſt in him to take away that which is the cauſe of our 
pride and ing. It is lawful to take pleaſure in our 
comforts and poſſeflions z but if we are proud, and forget 
God, he will deprive us of them. Pride goeth before defiruc- 
tion, and a haughty ſpirit before a fall. 
2. See what an excellent thing it is to have a tender con- 
ſcience, which will ſmite us when we do evil, and reclaim 
us when we go aſtray. The beſt may err: but if the heart 
is tender, we ſhall ſoon be recovered; not continue under 
the power of fin, but quickly tread back the unhap 
ſteps we have taken. We here ſee that the eye of God dif- 
cerns the heart, May we be cautious, and look well to our 
own. He does not ſo much confider the action, as the prin- 
ciple. Keep thy heart therefore with all diligence, for out of 
it are the iſſues of life. a 

3. We learn the nature and genuine effects of repentance. 
It will lead perſons to own their ſin; that they have ſinned 
greatly, and done fooliſhly, and to accuſe themſelves more 
than others. So David. Theſe ſheep, what have they done? 

; AJ 4 | On 
kels, as we read 1 Chron. xxi. 25. about five hundred and fifty 


pounds ; probably much more than-it was worth; but he did it 
out of royal bounty, and to reward fo generous a man. 1 
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On me be the iniquity. Let theſe _ It will lead us to 
ſeek pardon, and to cry earneſtly for it. Too many are 
ready to extenuate their fin, ſaying, It is but a little mat- 
ter; and are ready to charge others as greater offenders, 
eſpecially when publick judgments are abroad. But humble 
hearts blame themſelves , andentreat mercy for them- 
ſelves and others. The more they ſee of God's great mercy, 
eſpecially in pardoning, the more they are humbled for fin 
and reſolved againſt it. . 

4. Thoſe who profeſs relation to God, ſhould cultivate a 
generous ſpirit. This was remarkable both in the Jebuſites 
and the Iſraelites. They ſtrove who ſhould excel, and it 
was a noble emulation. Araunah offered generouſly to the 
king, tho? he was able to pay. David determined not to 
take advantage of his generoſity, but to pay to its full 
value, and gave a good reaſon; he — not offer to the 
Tord what coſt him nothing. There is no true religion in a 
niggardly, covetous breaſt. Moſt men are for a — re- 
ligion; they do not care how little they give for God and 
his ſervice, and are glad if it coſts them nothing. But 
God requires and expects that we honour him with our ſub- 
ſtance ;, and that whatever we do in his ſervice, it ſhould be 
done generouſly, and proportionably to the greatneſs and 

of that God whom we ſerve. This 1s the way to 
re his bleſſing with what we have, and to be largely 


recompenſed at the refurretiion of the juſt. Amen, 


"The 
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The firſt Book of the KINGS, 


Called by the Seventy 


The third Book of the KINGS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HESE two books of the Kings contain the hiſtory of the 

kings of Iſrael and Judah, from Solomon t0 the Baby- 

loniſh captivity ; including a ſpace of near fix hundred years: and 
were probably written by Ezra. | 


y It will be proper to read the twenty ſecond chapter of the 
firſt book of Chronicles before this, as it contains an account of 
what immediately followed when the plague was ſtayed, and the 
altar built, and which connects the ſtory with this. 


CHAPTER” IL 


Gives an account of David's infirmities in his advanced life; the 
attempt Adonijah made to be king, Nathan's contrivance to 
ſecure the ſettlement upon Solomon; his nomination by David, 
and advancement to the throne; and the happy conſequence of 
this, in the confuſion of Adonijah and his party. 


I OW king David was old [and] ſtricken in 
N years; he was now ſeventy years of age, and 

| worn out with the hardſhips of his youth, and his 
cares, fatigues, and troubles; and they covered him with 

2 clothes, but he gat no heat. Wherefore his ſervants 
ſaid unto him, Let there be ſought for my lord the 
king a young virgin: and let her ſtand before the king, 
and let her cheriſh him, and let her lie in thy boſom, 

3 that my lord the king may get heat. So they ſought 
for a fair damſel throughout all the coaſts of Iſrael, 
and found Abiſhag a Shunammite, and brought her to 

4 the king. And the damſel [was] very fair, and cheriſh. 
-__ ed the king, and miniſtered to him: but the king knew 
5 her not. Then Adonijah the fon of Haggith exalted 
himſelf, faying, I will be king: and he prepared him 


chariots , 


6 „ae 


— 
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chariots and horſemen, and fifty men to run before 
him. He took the advantage of his father's age and weak- 
neſs, and uſed thoſe popular methods which Abſalom had 
done. What emboldened him to this was his father's in- 
6 dulgence. And his father had not diſpleaſed him at any 
time in ſaying, Why haſt thou done fo? and he alſo 
[was a] very goodly [man;] and [his mother] bare 
him after Abſalom, therefore he was next heir now Abſa- 
7 lom was dead. And he conferred with Joab the ſon of 
Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the prieſt : and they fol- 
lowing Adonijah helped [him.] The firſt was diſaffetred 
| Amaſa had been put in his place; the latter, proba- 
bly becauſe Zadok had more of the king*s confidence than him. 
$ But Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, 
and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and 
the mighty men which [belonged] to David, his heroes 
9 and faithful life guards, were not with Adonijah. And 
Adonyah flew ſheep and oxen and fat cattle by the ſtone 
of Zoheleth, which [is] by En-rogel; and called all 
his brethren the king's ſons, and all the men of Judah 
the king's ſervants: hey pretended 16 offer a ſatrifice, and 
to feaſt upon it, and none were to come but thoſe who were 
10 invited. But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the 
mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not. 
His not inviting Solomon ſhowed that he knew him 40 be his 
rival, and was arquainted with his deſignation to the throne. 
11 Wherefore Nathan ſpake unto Bath-ſheba the mother 
of Solomon, ſaying, Haſt thou not heard that Adoni- 
ah the ſon of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord 
12 knoweth [it] not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray 
_ - thee, give thee counſel, that thou mayeſt ſave thine own 
. life, and the life of thy ſon Solomon; for Aonij al will 
1 wot reckon himſelf ſafe while he lives. Go and get thee in 
- © unto king David, and fay unto him, Didf not thou, 
my lord, O king, ſware unto thine handmaid, ſaying, 
Afuredly Solomon thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he 
mall fit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah 
'34 reign? Aud, Behold, while thou yet talkeſt there with 
- the king, I will alſo come in after thee, and confirm 
 _ thy words, and quicken him to give immediate orders * 
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I; the matter. And Bath - ſheba went in unto the king into 
the chamber: and the king was very old; and Abiſhag 

16 the Shunammite miniſtered unto the king. And Bath- 
- _ſheba bowed, and did obeiſance unto the King. And 
17 the king ſaid, What would thou? And ſhe id unto 
him, My lord, thou ſwareſt by the Loxo thy God 
unto thine handmaid, [faying,] Aſſuredly Solomon 
thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my 

18 throne. And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and 
now, my lord the king, thou knoweſt [it] not. She 
does not accuſe David of breaking his oath, but intimates 
that he was unacquainted with what Adonijan had done. 

19 And he hath flain oxen and fat cattle and ſheep in 
abundance, and hath called all the fons of the king, 
and Abiathar the prieſt, and Joab the captain of the 
20 hoſt: but Solomon thy ſervant hath he not called. And 
thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Iſrael [are] 
upon thee, that thou ſhouldſt tell them who ſhall fit on 
the throne of my lord the king after him. 1 
knowing him to be concerned for their welfare, that he 
was 4 prophet, would expect him to name a ſucceſſor, and 


21 thus prevent diſturbances and rebellions. Otherwiſe it ſhall 


come to paſs, when my lord the king ſhall ſleep with 
his fathers, that I and my ſon Solomon ſhall be counted 
offenders. She hopes he would immediately interpoſe, other- 
wiſe ſhe and her ſon would be conſidered and puniſhed as 
22 traitors, for aiming at the kingdom. And, lo, while ſhe 
yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet alſo came 

in, who was akvays welcome to the king, and Bath-ſheba 

23 withdrew. And they told the king, faying, Behold 
Nathan the prophet. And when he was come in before 
the king, he bowed himſelf before the king with his 
face to the ground, he approached with reverence, tho he 

24 was & prophet, And Nathan ſaid, My lord, O king, 
haſt thou faid, Adonijah ſhall reign after me, and he 
25 ſhall fit my throne?* For he is gone down this 
day, and hath ſſain oxen and fat cattle and ſheep in 
abundance, and hath called all the king's ſons, and the 


captains 


* Nathan knew it was not ſo, but thus he awakens and rouſes 
the king, and illuſtrates Adonijah's preſumption. 


IC 
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captains of the hoſt, and Abiathar the prieſt; and, be- 
hold, they eat and drink before him, and ſay, God 
ſave king Adonijah. He adds more than Bath-ſheba, 
namely, that they had actually proclaimed him king, without 
26 either conſulting God or David about it. But me, ſeven} 
me thy ſervant, and Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the 
ſon of Jehoiada, and thy ſervant Solomon, hath he not 
called, knowing that we are men of fidelity, and that there 
27 wat no influencing us. Is this thing done by my lord the 
king, and thou haſt not ſhowed | 1t } unto thy ſervant, who 
ſhould fit on the throne of my lord the king after him?ꝰ 
28 Then king David anſwered and faid, Call me Bath- 
ſneba. And ſhe came into the king's preſence, and 
29 ſtood before the king. And the king ſware, and ſaid, 
[As] the Loxp liveth, that hath redeemed my foul 
30 out of all diſtreſs, Even as I ſware unto thee by the 
Loa God of Iſrael, faying, Aſſuredly Solomon thy 
ſon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon my 
throne in my ſtead; even ſo will I certainly do this 
31 day. Then Bath-ſheba bowed with [her] face to the 
earth, and did reverence to the king, and ſaid, Let my 
lord king David live for ever. She never wiſhed to ſee 
Solomon king while David could continue to be ſo. 
32 And king David ſaid, Call me Zadok the prieſt, and 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada 
| he knew theſe men would faithfully and reſolutely execute his 
33 orders. And they came before the king, The king alſo 
ſaid unto them, Take with you the ſervants of your 
lord, the king's valiant guards, and cauſe Solomon my 
fon to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down 
34 to Gihon: And let Zadok the prieſt and Nathan the 
prtophet anoint him there king over Iſrael : and blow ye 
+6 "If with 
In a matter of ſuch importance, Nathan thought David would 
not act without his advice, or ſeeking counſel of God; eſpecially 
as he was the meſſenger of the divine deſignation of Solomon; 


if David. had received any freſh revelation himſelf, he thought he 
would” tell him of it. 

le here makes a ſolemn appeal to God, and ſpeaks - with 
gratitude of his preſerving goodneſs; and therefore he would not 
take his name in vain. 

This was 2 fountain near Jeruſalem, but on the oppoſite fide 
to that where Adonijah was gone. | 
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with the trumpet, and ſay, God fave king Solomon.“ 
35 Then ſhall ye come up after him, that he may come 
and fit upon my throne ; for he ſhall be king in my 
ſtead: and I have appointed him to be ruler over Iſrael 
36 and over Judah. And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada 
anſwered the king, and ſaid, Amen: the Loxy God 
37 of my lord the king ſay ſo too.] As the Loxp hath 
been with my lord the king, even fo be he with Solo- 
mon, and make his throne greater than the throne of 
my lord king David. This was an honeſt, loyal wiſh , 
38 uttered with the air of a ſoldier and an [ſraelite. So Zadok- 
the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the 
ſon of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pele- 
thites, went down, and cauſed Solomon to ride upon 
29 king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. And 
Zadok the prieſt took an horn of oil out of the taber- 


nacle, to make the unttion more ſacred and ſolemn, and 


| anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and 


40 all the people ſaid, God fave king Solomon. And all 


the people came up after him, and the people piped 
with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, ſo that the 
earth rent with the ſound of them; the people rejoiced 
greatly to ſee a king ſettles by David's appointment, hoping 
it would prevent all conteſts, and ſecure their publick peace. 
41 And Adonijah and all the gueſts that [were] with 
him heard [it] as they had made an end of eating. And 
when Joab heard the ſound of the trumpet, he ſaid; 
Wherefore ¶ is this] noife of the city being in an up- 
roar ? becauſe it was his buſineſs as captain of the hoſt 10 
42 ſuppreſs'it. And while he yet ſpake, behold, Jonathan 
the ſon of Abiathar the prieſt came: and Adonijah ſaid 
unto him, Come in; for thou [art] a valiant man, and 
bringeſt good tidings, or, @ virtuous man, and we 
43 depend on what thou ſayeſt. And Jonathan anſwered and 
ſaid to Adonijah, Verily our lord king David hath 


it made 


* The jewiſh writers ſay, that the king was not anointed but 


in caſes where the younger was choſen. inſtead of the elder, or 
the crown was transferred to another family; the prieſt was to 
anoint him, and the prophet to denounce the divine deſignation; 
both were to join, to give greater authority and ſolemnity to it ; they 
they were to proclaim him king, and fix him upon David's throne, 
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made Solomon king. Jonathan was witneſs of the whol: 
tranſaction, and went with the reſt to the palace, where he 


44, heard and ſaw what paſſed on the occaſiun. And the king 


hath ſent with him the prieſt, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have cauſed 
45 him to ride upon the king's mule : And Zadok the prieſt 
and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king x 
Gihon: and they are come up from thence rejoicing, ſo 
that the city rang again. This [is] the noiſe that ye 
46 have heard. And alſo Solomon ſitteth on the throne 
47 of the kingdom. And moreover the king's ſervants 
came to bleſs our lord king 2 — ag him for his 
care in ming a ſucceſſor, ONS 
God SD m_ — — — _ 
and-make his throne greater than thy trons, 122 the 
king bowed himſelf upon the bed, io thank them, and 
48 adore God: for his great mercy. And alſo thus ſaid the 
king, Bleſſed [be] the Lox God of Iſrael, which hath 
given [one] to fit on my throne this day, mine eyes 
even ſeeing [it.] He mentioned this as a peculiar circum- 
ſtance of joy, that his eyes ſaw it, L. And al th gueſs 
49 ts the affettion and joy of his people. And all the 
that [were] with Adonijah were afraid, and 
and went every man his way, They diſperſed — as 
they could, that it might not be known that they were with 
50 Adontijah. And Adonijah feared becauſe of Solomon, 
——_ and went, and-caught hold on the horns of 
g1 the altar. And it was told Solomon, ſaying; Behold, 
Adonijah feareth king Solomon : for, lo, he hath 
— hold on the horns of the altar, ſaying, Let 
king Solomon ſwear unto me to-day that he will not 
ſlay his ſervant with the ſword, and I will ſurrender my- 


42 bf And Solomon faid, If he will ſhow himſelf a 


man, there ſhall not an hair of him fall to the 


earth: but if wickedneſs ſhall be found in him, he ſhall 
die. 


e ene a esd bas, that thoſs/ who fied: to the 


ſhould be ſecure, yet they general "oe" vi that out of 
violence to thoſe 


there. 
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53 die. So king Solomon ſent, and Adonijah agreed to the 
"conditions, and they brought him down from the altar. 
And he came bowed himſelf to king Solomon; 


owned him far his ſovereigh and ſwore allegiance to him; 


and Solomon ſaid unto him, Go to thine houſe ; meddls . 


no more with publick affairs, but mind your own private 
concerns. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, RO M hence we may learn, that thoſe 

who are over indulgent to their children, make a 
rod for themſelves. It was no wonder that Adonijah 
proved a traitor and a rebel, when his father ſpoiled him, 
never croſſed his humour, let him follow his awn inclina- 
tions, and have his own way, and thus brought this diſ- 
treſs upon himſelf. Such conduct in parents is weakneſs 


in them, and real cruelty to their children; who, when they 


are indulged, and not reſtrained and kept under, grow like 
Adonijah, proud and ambitious, and ſo are ruin 
2. It becomes aged faints to recolle& and own the good- 
neſs of God to them in their paſt lives, v. 29. When Da- 
vid mentions the name of God, he adds, who hath redeemed 
me out of all diftreſt. He owns God's goodneſs in bringi 
him through ſo many dangers and difficulties. Days Gould 
ſpeak, and the multitude of years teach wiſdom. Aged ſaints 
ſhould be witneſſes for God, ſhould teſtify of his goodnels, 
and the experience they have had of his ahead. » and 
care. It is an honour due to God; it will afford them com- 
fort in futute ſcenes, eſpecially in death; and be an en- 
couragement to the riſing generation 0 taſte and ſee that the 
Lord is gracious. | 
3. It is a great ſatisfaction to good men, when dying and 
quitting the world; to leave their families in proſperous and 
le circumſtances; eſpecially to ſee them riſing up 
in their ſtead active for the honour of God and the ſupport 
of religion, v. 48. This is a reaſon why heads of families 
ſhould: be careful of their intereſt, eſpecially of the welfare 


of their ſouls; and why young men ſhould be ſober-mind- 


ed, 
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ed, that their parents may have comfort in them living 
and dying. {i 
4. How much reaſon have we to rejoice in the exaltation 
of Chriſt the ſon of David, and in the eſtabliſhment of his 
kingdom, and to dread the confuſion and doom of his ene. 
mies. God hath ſet his king on his holy hill, Whatever at- 
tempts are made to dethrone him, or to deſtroy his king- 
dom, ſhall ali be vain ; and ſhall be turned to the confuſion 
of their authors, as thoſe of Adonijah and his party were. 
Men think by ſecret plots to undermine the cauſe of Chriſt, 
the prince of peace, but God will diſcover them. He ſuffers 
them to lay their heads together, and feaſt themſelves with 
the hopes of ſucceſs; and when at the —_— of their joy, 
he confounds them, lays them open to the ſcorn of the 
world, and the anguith of their own puilty hearts. But all 
thoſe who are faithful to Chriſt, ſhall find him able to ſave 10 
the uttermoſt, and enjoy all the ineſtimable bleſſings of his 
adminiſtration. Kiſs the ſon, therefore, left he be angry, and 
ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 


| Fr TT 
In which are David's laſt inſtructiuns to Solomon; an account of 
David's death and Solomon's ſucceſſion ; and the deaths of 
1 O W the days of David drew nigh that he ſhould 
die; every thing relating to the temple being ſettled, 
he found himſelf going off apace; and he charged Solo. 
2 mon his ſon 4 mind religion, ſaying, I go the way of all 
the earth: be thou ſtrong therefore in the way o, juſtice 
and righteouſneſs; and ſhow thyſelf a man, . diſcreet and 
3 ſerious ; And keep the charge of the Lozxp-thy God 
| to walk in his ways, to keep his ſtatutes, and his com- 
HS mandments, and his judgments, and his teſtimonies, - as 
[1 it is written in the law of Moſes, that thou mayeſt proſ- 
* *) per, or do wiſely, in all that thou doeſt, and whitherſo- 
9 4 ever thou turneſt thyſelf;* That the Loxp may con- 
ü ; 7 | Et .-,- - amue 
. _ 8 This variety of expreſſion denotes the regard he ſhould have to all 
„ | God's precepts, to every thing the law contained, which he was 

to read and tranſcribe with his own hand. 
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tinue his word which he ſpake concerning me, which he 
promiſed me conditionally, ſaying, If thy children take 
heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with 
all their heart and with all their ſoul, there ſhall 
not fail thee (ſaid he) a man on the throne of Iſrael. 
5 Moreover thou knoweſt alſo what Joab the ſon of 
Zeruiah did to me, his inſolent, imperious behaviour to 
me, [and] what he did to the two captains of the 
hoſts of Ifrael, unto Abner the ſon of Ner, and - 
unto Amaſa the fon of Jether, whom he flew 0 
ſatisfy his awn ambition, and ſhed the blood of war 
in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle 
that was] about his loins, and in his ſhoes that [were] 
on his feet; he was not aſhamed to go to the army with 
their blood upon his apparel, as if it was his glory to have 
6 murdered them. Do therefore according to thy wiſdom, 
and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in 
7 peace.” But ſhow kindneſs, unto the ſons of Barzillai 
the Gileadite, and let them be of thoſe that eat at thy 
table: for ſo they came to me, laden with all manner of 
proviſion, when I fled becauſe of Abfalom thy brother. 
8 And, behold, [thouthaſt] with thee Shimei, the ſon of 
Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which curſed me with a 
grievous curſe in the day when I went to Mahangim : 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I ſware to 
him by the Lozy, ſaying, I will not put thee to death 
with the ſword. David, 5 of this oath, was under 
a perſonal obligation to Shimei;, but Solomon was at full 
liberty to vindicate the majeſty of kings, and avenge the hor- 
rible inſult and malicibus reproaches thrown upon hus father; 
and he ſuppoſed that Shame? turbulent ſpirit would ſoon fur- 
9 niſh him with occaſion for puniſhing um. Now therefore 
hold him not guiltleſs : for thou [art] a wiſe man, and 
knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do unto him; but his 
Vor. III. W 7 hoar E 


d David had never forgiven him for theſe crimes ; he only want- 

ed power to puniſh him, and thought his ſon would be unſafe 

| while ſuch a bold and imperious man was living, who had ſuch 
intereſt with the ſoldiers, 
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hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood. 
to So David ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David, in Sion; and his tomb was made of ſuch 
Firm materials, or was ſo well guarded, that it continued above 
one thouſand years, till. after Chriſt's time. See As ii. 29. 
11 And the days that David reigned over Iſrael [were] 
forty years : ſeven years reigned he in Hebron, and 
12 thirty and three years reigned he in Jeruſalem. Then 
fat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and 
his kingdom was eſtabliſhed greatly; he reigned with the 

. unzverſal conſent and approbation of his people. 
13 And Adonijah the ſon of Haggith came to Bath- 
ſheba the Ot of Solomon. And ſhe ſaid, Comeſt 
thou peaceably ? She had ſome reaſon to diſtruſt him, becauſe 
by her means, as he thought, he had loſt the kingdom. And 
14 he faid, Peaceably. He ſaid moreover, I have ſome- 
what to ſay unto thee, I am come about particular buſineſs. 
15: And ſhe ſaid, Say on. And he ſaid, Thou knoweſt 
that the kingdom was mine by hereditary right, and 
[that] all Iſrael ſet their faces on me, that I ſhould 
reign : howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and is 
become my brother's: fr it was his from the Loxoy; 
therefore he would not have her think that he had any ill 
.  defigns, but was well ſatisfied with the divine deſignation. 
16 And now I aſk one petition of thee, deny me not. And 
17 ſhe faid unto him, Say on. And he ſaid, Speak, I 
pray thee, unto Solomon the king (for he will not ſay 
thee nay,) that he give me Abiſhag the Shunammite 
to wife. He thought he might lawfully marry her a foe 
was flill a virgin, tio David's laſt wife in his old age. 
18 And Bath-ſheba ſaid, Well; I will ſpeak for thee unto 
the king; not underſtanding his whale intention, ſhe 7 
1 + miſe 
i Dr. KennicorrT obſerves, that it is not uncommon, to. omit 
the negative in the ſecond part of a ſentence, and to conſider it 
as repeated when it has been once expreſſed, and is followed by 
the connecting particle. He ces 1 from 1/aiak xlii. 22. 
Bp. LowTn, alſo P/alm i. 5. ix. 18. xXXviii. 1. Ixxv. 5. Prov. 
Av. 12. XXX. 3. He therefore concludes that this paſſage ſhould 
be rendered, but his hoar head bring thou noT down to the grave 
with blood; and it is plain Solomon underſtood it in this ſenſe, 


for he did not kill Shimei for that offence, but confined him to 
a particular ſpot in Jeruſalem for the remainder of his life. EpiT- 
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10 miſled to uſe her intereft with the king. Bath - ſneba there- 
* wy 2 unto king n ſpeak to him for 
Adonijah. And the king roſe up to meet her, and 
bowed himſelf unto her, and ſat down on his throne, 
and cauſed a ſeat tobe ſet for the — * mother; and 
20 ſhe fat on his right hand. Then ſhe ſaid, I deſire one 
ſmall petition of thee; [1 pray thee, ] ſay me not hay. 
And the king ſaid unto her, with the greateſt reſpecs, 
21 Aſk on, my mother: for I will not ſay thee nay, And 
| the faid, Let Abiſhag the Shunammite be given to 
22 Adonijah thy brother to wife. And king Solomon 
anſwered and faid unto his mother, And why doſt thou 
aſk Abiſhag the Shunammite for Adonjjah ? aſk for 
him the kingdom alſo: for he [is] mine elder brother 
even for him, and for Abiathar the prieſt; and for 
23 Joab the ſon of Zeruiah.* Then king Solomon ſware 
by the Loxb, ſaying, God do ſo to me, and more 
alſo, let kim do worſe to me than I dare mention, it Adont- 
10. have not ſpoken this word againſt his own life. 
4 Now therefore, [as] the Lon liveth, which hath 
eſtabliſned me, and ſet me on the throne oſ David my 
father, and who hath made me an houſe, as he pro- 
25 miſed, Adonijah ſhall be put to death this day. And 
king Solomon ſent by the hand of Benaiah the ſon of 
Jiehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died. 
26 And unto Abiathar the prieſt ſaid the king, Get 
thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields, to thy eftate in 
the country: for thou [art] worthy of death: but I 
| | r | will 
* When Solomon heard the requeſt, he was a little provoked, 
for it was not a ſmall: petition ;* ſhe might as well have aſked 
the kingdom. He ſaw at once thro' Adonijah's deſign. It was 
high treaſon among the Jews to 8 or debauch the king's 
widow; but by this means Adonijah thought to enlarge his in 
tereſt,” as ſhe perhaps was allied ro ſome great family, or might 
have conſiderable wealth left her by David. Solomon ſeems to 
have had ſecret intelligence that a plot was forming by Joab, 
Abiathar, and Adonijah, and that chis was their ſcheme, and the 
firſt overt act of treaſon, “ The antient verſions and the Targum 
1 fenſe to the latter clauſe of this verſe, viz. for he 
Adonijab) is my elder | brothir, and he has for him (already de- 
clared on his fide) both Abiathar and Foab,” Dr. Kznxieortr. 


.; Beſides being concerned in this plot, he had taken part in 
Abſalom's rebellion. | 
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will not at this time put thee to death, becauſe thou 
bareſt the ark of the = God before David my fa- 
ther, and becauſe thou haſt been afflicted in all wherein 
27 my father was afflited. So Solomon thruſt out Abia- 
thar from being prieſt unto the Lonp; that he might 
full the word of the Lo ke ſpake concerning 
the houſe of Eli in Shiloh ; and thus was the prophecy in 
| I Sam. ii. 31. accompliſhed. 
on Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned 
after Adonijah, though he turned not after Abſalom ; 
he knew he was guilty of crimes worthy of death, ee 
in this laſt plot. And Joab fled unto the 
the Lon p, and caught hold on the horns of the — 
in Gibeon, hoping for ſecurity and pardon there, as Adoni- 
29 Ja had. And it was told Solomon that Joab was 
fled unto the tabernacle of Lonp; and, behold, 
ſhe is] by the altar. Then Solomon ſent Benaiah the 
30 ſon of Jehoiada, ſaying, Go, fall upon him. And 
Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lorp, and ſaid 
unto him, Thus ſaith the king, Come forth. And he 
ſaid, Nay; but I will die here; perhaps inteuding to bri 
reproach on Solomon for ſtaining the tabernacle with 
And Benaiah brought the king word again, ſaying, 
31 Thus ſaid Joab, and thus he anſwered me. And the 
king, who was determined to ſhow that no place, however 
. ſacred, ſhould ſecure a murderer from juſtice, as the law ap- 
pointed, faid unto him, Do as he hath ſaid, and fall 
upon him, and bury him; that thou mayeſt take away 
the innocent blood, which Joab ſned, from me, and 
from the houſe of my father, and wipe off the reſlection of 
having ſpared him, from David's charatter, and prevent the | 
32 evil that might come upon his family for it. "And the Lory 
mall return his blood upan his own head, who fell up- 
on two men more righteous and better than he, and 
flew them with the ſword, my father David not know- 
ing [thereof, to wit, ] Abner the ſon of Ner, captain of 
the hoſt of Iſrael, and Amaſa the ſon of Jether, captain 
33 of the hoſt of Judah. Their blood ſhall therefore return 
os of Joab, and upon the head of his ſeed for 
res upon David, and upon his ſeed, "OUS. 
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his houſe, and upon his throne, ſhall there be peace 
34 for ever from the Lox. So Benaiah the ſon of 
Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him, and flew him: 
and he was buried in his own houſe in the wilderneſs 
he had an honourable burial ſuitable to his rank and charac- 
35 ter. And the king put Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada in 
his room over the hoſt : and Zadok the prieft did the. 
king put in the room of Abiathar. 5 
36 And the king ſent and called for Shimei, and ſaid 
unto him, Build thee an houſe in Jeruſalem, and dwell 
37 there, and go not forth thence any whither. For it 
ſhall be, [that] on the day thou goeſt out, and paſſeſt 
over the brook Kidron, thou ſhalt know for certain 
that thou ſhalt ſurely die: thy blood Mall be upon 
38 thine own head.” And Shimei faid unto the king, The 
ſaying [is] good: as my lord the king hath ſaid, fo will 
thy ſervant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jeruſalem many 
39 days, And it came to paſs at the end of-three years, 
that two of the ſervants of Shimei ran away unto Achiſh 
fon of Maachah king of Gath. And they told Shimei, 
40 ſaying, Behold, thy ſervants [be] in Gath. And Shi- 
mei, thinking that Solomon had forgotten the injunttion, or 
- wo adhere ftriftly to it, aroſe, and ſaddled his aſs, 
and wentto Gath to Achiſh to ſeek his ſervants: and 
Shimei went, without aſking leave of the king, and brought 
41 his ſervants from Gath. And it was told Solomon that 
Shimei had gone from Jeruſalem to Gath, and was 
42 come again. And the king ſent and called for Shimei, 
and faid unto him, Did I not make thee to ſwear by the 
Lon, and proteſted unto thee, ſaying, Know for a 
certain, on the day thou goeſt out, and walkeſt abroad 
any whither, that thou ſhalt ſurely die? and thou ſaidſt 
- unto me, The word [that] I have heard [is] good. 
43 


Why then haſt thou not kept the oath of the Lozp, 
and the commandment that I have charged thee with? 
"He was dug guily, in d der li ting, when put an his 

A er ; _ good 


Solomon knowing Shimei to be a man of a turbulent ſpirit, - 
confined him to Jeruſalem and a mile about it, for ſo far Ki- 
dron was from it, that he might not have an opportunity to ſow 


fedition among the, tribes, and that his conduct might be narrowly 
watched, * ; | 
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44 good behaviour, and of breaking a ſolemn oath. The kin 
ſaid moreover to Shimei, Thou knoweſt all the wick 
- neſs which thine heart is privy to, that thou didſt to 
David my father; upon what wicked and malicious prin- 
ciples he had curſed his father : therefore the Logo ſhall 
45 return thy wickedneſs upon thine own head. And king 
Solomon | ſhall be] bleſſed, and the throne of David 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed before the Lon for ever; he Lord 
46 had turned Shimei's curſes into a bleſſing. So the king com- 
| -manded Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada ; which went out, 
and fell upon him, that he died.” And the kingdom 
was eſtabliſhed in the hand of Solomon, by the removal 
„ 3 rote eee 4 "oF, 


* 


REFLECTIONS: 


I, E ſee, that the greateſt and beſt of men go he 
95 way. of all the earth. Neither wealth, nor power, 
nor piety, ſhield from death. 1t is appointed unto all men, 
and it becomes us ſeriouſly to think of it, and be prepared 
for this awful journey. There are but two different ways 
after death, to heaven or hell. 

2. Good men cannot ſpend their dying breath better, 
than in giving a ſolemn charge to their children. Parents 
ſhould be ſolicitous to do it then, when their words will 
make a peculiar impreſſion, and when children will be 
more likely to attend to them and keep their charge, and 
the charge of God, as the only way to proſperity for both 
worlds. If we keep God's charge, we may hope he will 

continue his mercies to us, as to our fathers, and perform 
all his promiſes, on which he hath cauſed us to hope. 

3. Obſerve the juſt and righteous judgments of God up- 
on cruel and ambitious men. Adonijah, Joab, and Shimei 
did not take warning, but proceeded in their aſpiring de- 
ſigns, till they came to a ſhameful end. A little content- 
ment, meekneſs, and hnmility, had ſaved their lives. They 

might have lived eaſy and happy, and died in peace. But 

; 4 1 9 

* Executions were not then done by an officer appointed for the 


purpoſe, but by ſome great men about the. court, as here by the 


greateſt officer in the army. | e 
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the juſtice of God and Solomon overtook them, and re- 
turned their violent doings on their own heads. In the 
loweſt ſtations of life if men would live eaſy and comfort- 
able, the way is very plain, that is, to be contented and 


humble. Pride goes before deſtruttion, and a haughty ſpirit 
before a fall. ; ; | 

4. A grateful ſenſe of kindneſſes received ſhould never 
be loſt. We ſhould return it while we live, and be deſirous 
that our children ſhould return it to our benefactors, or to 
their offspring. Thus David requited Barzillat's kindneſs. 
It is a mites and uſeful maxim of Solomon, Thine own friend 
and thy father*s friend forget not. 


CHAP. 


Gives a general account of Solomon's marriage and religion; his 
prayer, and God's gracious anſwer to it; and his wiſe 
decifion of a difficult "caſe. 44S 
I ND Solomon, to fix himſelf more firongly in his 

government, made affinity with Pharaoh king of 

Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter o wife, and 
Solomon brought her into the city of David, (here ſhe 
dwelt till he Feit a houſe for her) until he had made an 
end of building his own houſe, and the houſe of the 

Lon, and the wall of Jeruſalem round about. 

2 Only the people ſacrificed in high places, becauſe 
there was no Fouls built unto the name of the Lonxp, 
until thoſe days there was no fault in the worſhip, but in 
the place. It was a patriarchal cuſtom, but not ſo much 
T now, fur thoſe high places had been abuſed by 

3 idolatry. And Solomon loved the Logp, walking in 
the ſtatutes of David his father: only he ſacrificed and 
burned incenſe in high places, which David his father had 

4 not done. Ang the king went to Gibeon, where the taber- 
nacle was, to ſacrifice there; for that [was] the great 

1, + high 

elt is probable the \ a proſelſte to the jewiſhyreligion, and 

therefore the marriage was not ſinful; for no mention is made 


of the gods of Eyypt among thoſe by whom Solomon was ſeduced. 
See ch, ix. and this is K by the forty- fifth pſalm. 


+ 


312 IJ. KINGS. II. 
high place, the chief reſort for people to worſoip : a thouſand 
burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar, the 
brazen altar of Moſes. He went there with the "nobles and 
great men to worſhip, and thank God for his peaceable ſettle- 
ment on the throne. : | 
In Gibeon the Loxp appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night; in that night after he had offered up his ſacri- 
fices : and God, to try his inclinatin, faid, Aſk what I 
6 ſhall give thee. And Solomon ſaid, Thou haſt ſhowed 
unto thy ſervant David my father great merey, accord- 
ing as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteouſ- 
neſs, and in uprightneſs of heart with thee; and thou 
haſt kept for him this great kindneſs, that thou haſt 
given him a ſon to fit on his throne, as [it is] this day. 
7 And now, O Loxp my God, thou haſt made thy ſer- 
vant king inſtead of David my father: and I [am but] 
a little child: I know not [how] to go out or come in. 
He atknowleages his ignorance ang weakneſs ; he was now 
about twenty years old, and but à little child with reſpett 
to ſkill about publict affairs. He knew not haw to rule and 
8 behave wiſely for want of experience. And thy ſervant 
[is] in the midſt of thy people which thou haſt choſen, 
a great people; that cannot be numbered nor counted 
for,multitude; they were God's choſen people, therefore he 
-would exper? peculiar care to be taken of them, and they 
were a great people, conſequently great abilities were required 
9 to rule them. Give therefore thy ſervant an u nd. 
ing heart to judge thy people, that I may diſcerg be- 
tween good and bad, have wiſdom to behave ſuitable to 
my ſtation and the ſervices I um to be employed in: for 
who is able to judge this thy fo great a people, without 
10 divine aſſiſtance — guidante ? And the ſpeech pleaſed the 
Loxp, that Solomon had aſked this thing; it was 4 
token of a virtuous mind and a publick ſpirit, of concern for 
11 the glory of God, and the good of Iſrael. And God ſaid 
unto him, Becauſe thou Paſt ed this thing, and haſt 


not 


* 


P This gracious offer had no doubt been the ſubje& of bis daily 
prayer, and of his moſt ſerious thoughts; and therefore he im- 
mediately offers this excellent prayer, which he begins with a 
thankful acknowledgment of the mercies he had received, 
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- not aſked for thyſelf thoſe things that men are generally 
fond of, long life; neither haſt aſked riches for thy- 
ſelf, nor haſt aſked the life of thine enemies; but haſt 
aſked for thyſelf underſtanding to diſcern judgment 
12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, 1 
have given thee a wiſe and an underſtanding heart; fo 
that there was none like thee before thee, neither after 
thee ſhall any ariſe like unto thee. God immediately grant- 

ed his requeſt, infuſed into his mind more ſagacity and wiſdom 

« than he would naturally have had, and ſuch as was ſuperior 
13 to all others. And I have alſo given thee, as a token of my 
particular favour and my approbation of this prayer, that 
which thou haſt not aſked, both riches, and honour : 
ſo that there ſhall not be any among the kings like unto 
thee all thy days; thou. ſbalt excel all the kings of the 
14 earth in riches and renown. And if thou wilt walk in my 
ways, to keep my ſtatutes and my commandments, as 
thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy 

15 days.“ And Solomon awoke; and, behold, ſit was] 
a dream. He underſtood * it as diſtinfily as if he 
ad been awake; nor did he „ till he awoke, that it 
was 4 dream. By this God fignified to him the acceptance of 
Hus daily prayers, ani Solomon knew ht intended to convince 
him of his favour and acceptance. And he came to Jeru- 
falem, and ſtood before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lorp, tothank Gad for this exceeding great favour, and 
offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, 
and made a feaſt to all his ſervants, the nobles and officers 


feaſted on tht peace offerings. 


16 Then came there two women, [that were] harlots, or 


inn-keepers, the word ſignifies both, unto the king, and 


ſtood before him to plead their own cauſez probably the 
cauſe had been brotight before to ſome. inferior court, who 


lad been puzzled with it, and therefore it was now brought 
17 to the king. And the one woman ſaid, O my lord, I 
and this woman dwell in one houſe ; and I was deliver- 


E VP ed 
© Left his great wiſdom ſhould make him proud, careleſs, and 
= peſumpruous, God only makes a conditional,,promiſe as to the 

] 4 Ip 5 his days, but the other were given Kfolutely and im- 
L230 4 
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18 ed of a chil pie her in the houſe. And it came to 
paſs the third day after that I was delivered, that this 
——_— was delivered alſo: and we | were] together; 
[there was] no ſtranger with us in the houſe, ſave we 
19 two in the houſe. And this woman's child died in the 
20 night; becauſe ſhe overlaid it. And'ſhe aroſe at mid - 
night, and took my ſon from beſide me, while thine 
handmaid ſlept, and laid it in her boſom, and laid her 
dead child in my boſom ; fearing | the diſgrace of overlay- 

21 ing her child, ſhe fiole mine from me, And when I aroſe 
in the morning to give my child ſuck, behold, it was 
dead: but when T had conſidered it in the morni 90 

when it was perfect daylight, behold, it was not my 
22 which I did bear. And the other woman ſaid, — ; 
but the living [is] my ſon, and the dead [15] thy ſon. 
And this faid, No; but the dead [is] thy fon, and the 
living [is] my fon. Thus they ſpake before the king, 
the one affirming and the other denying it. It was a difficult 
caſe; the children were much of the ſame age, there was no 
witneſs, one of the mothers acknowledged ſhe was aſleep, and 
23 the reputation of both was much alike Then ſaid the 
king, The one ſaith, This is] my fon that liveth, — 
thy ſon [1s] the tend: and the other ſaith, Nay; b 
thy ſon [is] the dead, and my ſon [is] the living; we 
mut therefore try ſome other method to decide the contro- 
24 ver. And the king ſaid, Bring me a ſword. And they 
25 brought a ſword before the king. And the king ſaid, 
Divide the living child in . and give half to the 
one, and half to the . He knew g was the beſt 
way to end the diſpute, for, whichever the real mother was, 
her affeftions would work ſo ſtrongly, as not to ſuffer the 
child to by divided; thus nature unravelled what reaſon 
26 could not. Then ſpake the woman whoſe the living 
child [was] unto the king, for her bowels yearned u 

on her ſon, and ſhe ſaid, O my lord, give her * 
living child, andin no wiſe ſlay it. ord, other ſaid, 
Let it be neither mine nor thine, Thar) divide lit. 
The true mother would rather part with the child than have 

it deftroyed; the other having no love to the child, but 
envying her companion the poſſeſſion * had 4 — 

4 
* 
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made her at firſt ſteal the child, and now willing to have 
27 it ſlain. Then the king anſwered and ſaid, Give her 
the living child, and in no wiſe lay it: ſhe [is] the 
mother thereof. I, appeared by her love and pity that 
ſhe was not the careleſs mother of the ſmothered child, but 
the real mother of the living one, who could not bear to ſee 

28 it flain. And all Iſrael heard of the judgment which the 
king had judged; and they feared the king : for they 
ſaw that the wiſdom of God [was] in him, to do judg- 
ment. This great ſagacity, and wiſe determination, raiſed 
his reputation, a promoted among all the people a reverence 


ft or him. * a 
| 6 
REFLECTIONS. 
I. H E experience our fathers have had of the mer- 


| cy and kindneſs of God, ſhould encourage us to 
pray and hope, v. 6. Children may plead their parents? 
piety, and God's many favours to them, and hope the 
ſame may be ſhown them, while they are careful to tread 
in their ſteps. 2 | 

2. The great ſubje& of our prayers ſhould be a wiſe and 
an underſtanding heart, to know our duty in every circum- 
ſtance; to ſee the good and the bad, that we may purſue 
one and avoid the other, and judge right of other men's 
actions and our own, Let young people pray for this, and 
pray for it with earneſtneſs. Youth are raw, ignorant, and 
unexperienced, and need divine teaching., They ſhould 
therefore plead with God, ſaying, Truly I am thy ſervant, 
give me an underſtanding heart, that I may diſcern between good 
and bad. d. 

3. God is greatly pleaſed with the devotions of young 
people, eſpecially when they fix their hearts upon wiſdom 
and piety. He loves to ſee them ſenfible of their ignorance 
and danger, and the difficulties of their ſtation, and deſirous 
to learn and practiſe their duty; and he will grant them 
their requeſt. _ I love them that love me, and they who ſeek 
me early ſhall find me. We learn, | 

4. That ſpiritual, bleſſings ſhould be ſought with the 
greateſt importunity, and temporal ones ſubmitted to di- 


vine 


* 
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vine choĩce; this is the way to ſucceed in both. God al- 
hows us to be earneſt for ſpiritual ones, but we ſhould be 
indifferent to temporal ones; preferring wiſdom to gold, 
and grace to worldly hongur. Wiſdom is good with an 
inheritance ; without wiſdom an inheritance is good for 
nothing. Godlineſs has the promiſe of this life, and that which 
is to come. It is perhaps with reteregce to this our Lord 
gives that advice, ſceł firſt the kingdom of God and his righ- 
teonſne/i, and all other things ſhall be added unto you. 

5. The ſtory of the harlots may ſuggeſt ſome uſeful re- 
flections to parents. Theſe women, bad as their cha- 
racers were, nurſed their own children; © while, as Bp. 
Hall ſays, ſome that pretend to religion have put off 
nature, the primary and unalterable law of God, and com- 
mitted their children to hirelings.” They may learn to be 
careful of their childrens? lives, as they are ſo tender, and 
fo eaſily deſtroyed ; and let parents ſhow their love to their 
children by taking care of them themſelves, eſpecially by 
taking care of their fouls. Thoſe who thus do their duty 
to their children in both reſpects, are moſt likely to have 
comfort in them. 9 


% 


CHAP. W. 


An account of Solomon's grandeur, magnificence, and wiſdom ; 
the extent of his dominions, and the happineſs of his ſubjefs. 


I O king Solomon was king over all Iſrael ; his fuc- 


2 ceſſors were only over part of it. And theſe [were] 
tze princes, or great officers, which he had; Azariah 
3 the ſon of Zadok the prieft, or the chef officer. Elihoreph 
and Ahiah, the ſons of Shiſha, ſcribes, or ſecretaries of 

Hate; Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Ahilud the recorder, who 
Preſented petitions to the king, and regiſtered publick affairs; 

4 And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada [was] over the hoſt: 
and Zadok and Abiathar [were] the prieſts: Ab:athar 
fill retained the title of prieft, and perhaps performed ſome - 

5 offices, tho Zadok was the chief. And Azariah the ſon 
of Nathan [was] over the officers: and Zabud the fon 


of 


. 
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of Nathan [was] principal officer, [and] the king's 
friend; he was preſident of the council, or chancellor, and 
particularly intimate with the king. Solomon had a great re- 
6 gard for theſe ſons of Nathan for their father's ſake. And 
Ahiſhar [was] over the houſehold, or lord chamberlain : 
and Adoniram the ſon of Abda {| was] over the tribute, 
receiver of the revenues, or the levy of men. 
And Solomon had twelve officers over all Iſrael, in 
different parts of the land, which provided victuals for the 
king and his houſehold : each man his month in a year 
8 9 oviſion.“ And theſe [are] their names: the 
9 fon of 1 Hur, in mount Ephraim: The ſon of Dekar, 
in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-ſhemeſh, and 
10 Elon-beth-hanan: The ſon of Heſed, in Aruboth; to 
| him '[pertained] Socho, and all the land of Hepher : 
11 Th: ſon of Abinadab, in all the region of Dor; which 
12 had Taphath the daughter of Solomon to wife: Baana 
the ſon of Ahilud; [to him pertained] Taanach and 
Megiddo, and all Beth-ſhean, which [is] by Zartanah 
beneath Jezreel, from Beth-ſhean to Abel-meholah, 
13 [even] unto [the place that is] beyond Jokneam: The 
on of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead; to him [pertained} 
the towns of Jair the ſon of Manaſleh, which [are] in 
Gilead; to him [alſo pertained] the region of Argob, 
which [is] in Baſhan, threeſcore great cities with walls 


14 and brazen bars: Ahinadab the ſon of Iddo [had]! 


15 Mahanaim : Ahimaaz [was] in Naphtali ; he alſo took 

16 Baſmath the daughter of Solomon to wife: Baanah the 

17, ſon of Huſhai was] in Aſher and in Aloth; Jeoſhaphat 

18 the ſon of Paruah, in Iſſacher: Shimei the ſon of Elah, 

19 .in Benjamin: Geber the ſon of Uri [was] in the country 
of Gilead, [in] the country of Sihon king of the Amo- 
rites, and of Og king of Baſhan; and [he was] the 
only officer which [was] in the land, in that part of the 
land which lay eaſtward, 

20”, Judah and Iſrael [were] many, as the ſand which 


[is] 


Several of theſe were men of approved wiſdom and fidelity, 
and were employed under David. 

* This was a wiſe appointment, as proviſions were furniſhed at 
the beſt hand, and all parts of the kingdom were equally benefit- 
ed; their products conſumed, and the money circulated thro? them. 
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[is] by the ſea in multitude, eating and drinking, and 

making merry, were in perfect ſecurity and had every 

thing in plenty; they were highly pleaſed with the king, and 

all thoſe wiſe contrivances for the proſperity of the nation. 

21 And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river 

\ "Euphrates in the eaſt, unto the land of the Philiſtines, 

and unto the border of Egypt: they brought preſents, 

and ſerved Solomon all the days of his life, were in 
ſubjeftion to him, and paid hum tribute. 

22 And Solomon's proviſion for one day, was thirty 

meaſures of fine flour, and threeſcore meaſures of meal, 

about three hundred meaſures of fine flour, and fix hundred 


23 coarſer for the ſoldiers and guards, Ten fat oxen from the 


fall, and twenty oxen out of the paſtures, and an hun- 
dred ſheep, beſides harts, and roebucks, and fallow 
24 deer, and fatted fowl. For he had dominion over all 


. [the region] on this ſide the river, from Tipſah even 


to Azzah, over all the kings on this fide the river: 
and he had peace on all fides round about him, ſo that 

25 commerce was open to every place. And Judah and Ifrael 
dwelt ſafely, every man under his vine and under his 
ig tree, from Dan even to Beer-ſheba, all the days of 
Solomon. 


26 And Solomon had forty thouſand ſtalls of horſes for 


his chariots," and twelve thouſand horſemen diſþer/ed 
thro* the ſeveral tribes, to keep peace and be ready in caſe of 


27 an attack. And thoſe officers provided victual for king 


Solomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon's 
table, every man in his month: they lacked nothing. 
28 Barley alſo, which was antiently the food for horſes, and 
ſtraw for the horſes and dromedaries brought they unto 
the place where [the officers] were, or rather, where the 
beaſts were; officers is not in the original; every man ac- 
cording to his charge. | 
29 And God gave Solomon wiſdom and underſtanding 
exceeding 
t Theſe trees were plentiful in Canaan, and valuable both for 
their fruit and ſhade, under which they ſat enjoying the fruits 
of their labour, The expreſſion denotes both their plenty and 
ſecurity; they were in no danger from enemies. | 
in 2 Chron. ix. 25. they are called four thouſand; probably 
there were ten horſes to a ſtall or ſtable. | | 
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exceeding much, and largeneſs of heart, 4 moſt compre- 

lienſive — of all hw, both divine and human, and 

a readineſs to communicate his knowledge to others, eve as 

the 221 that [is] on the ſea ſhore. This was more his 

30 glory, than all hus wealth and ſplendour. And Solomon's 

wiſdom excelled the wiſdom of all the children of the 

eaſt country, and all the wiſdom of Egypt. He was wiſer 

than the Arabians of * oj who _ famous "” 

hiloſophy, aſtronomy, and other ſciences, and into whic 

| —.— — Philoſophers travelled to get wiſdom and 

31 knowledge. For he was wiſer than all men ; than Ethan 

the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, 

the ſons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations 

32 round about.” And he ſpake three thouſand proverbs, 

ſhort, uſeful ſentences, and thoſe about him wrote them 

| down : he was an excellent moral philoſopher : and his ſongs 

33 were a thouſand and five. And he ſpake of trees, 

from the cedar tree that [is] in Lebanon even unto the 

hy ſſop, or moſs, that ſpringeth out of the wall: he ſpake 

alſo of beaſts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and 

of fiſhes; he was acquainted with natural hiſtory and 

botany, from the greateſt to the leaſt vegetable produfion. 

34 And there came of all people to hear the wiſdom of 

Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard 

of his wiſdom ; the kings of the earth ſent ſome. of their 
wiſe men to hear his wiſdom and learn of him. | 


REFUECTIONS. 


| * , 
1. RIN CES, and great and wealthy men, may 

learn hence how to employ their riches, and con- 
trive how to add dignity and luſtre to their greatneſs, Let 
them keep plentiful tables for the benefit of their ſubjects, 
their neighbours, and ſtrangers; manage with prudence 


The two firſt named of theſe were eminent men, the eighty- 
eighth and eighty-ninth pſalms were compoſed by them. 

* This was the antient way of inſtructing, and of recording 
facts. But theſe were probably not ſo well adapted to ſtir up a 
ſpirit of piety and devotion, as David's were, He was the ſeveet 
Almi of Ijracl. We have one of Solomon's on record, which 
ſhows a fine genius, and a noble imagination. 


- — nm AL 1 


— . — CO —— 


vice, for we find afterwards that Solomon 
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and cconomy, and guide their affairs with diſcretion, 


Above all, bes them labour to furniſh their minds with uſe. 
ful knowledge, and enlarge their hearts with wiſdom. Thus 
will they appear worthy their ſplendour; will ſecure their 
reputation, and be a bleſſing to mankind. 

2. See the wiſdom of providence in giving Splomon 
fo much wealth, wiſdom, and influence, which raiſed the 
glory of Iſrael ſo high, and made them appear great in the 
eyes of the nations about them. When they had ſuch a 
prince at their head, 3 would naturally enquire into 
their religion and laws; pecially thoſe, who, as in the laſt 
verſe, were ſent on purpoſe to enquire. Thus ſome knowledge 
of the living God and true religion, would be diffuſed thro! 
the nations, and a way made for 8 
proſelytes to the jewiſh church. 

3. We ſee thin neither the greateſt wealth, nor the 
greateſt wiſdom, can always ſecure men from folly and 
ized, 
This ſhould prevent our confidence in any thing that is 
and our truſting to our wiſdom, {kill or diſcretion. 
ealth well employed is good; learning and wiſdom very 
e but religion is every thing; and thoſe that deſire to 

t for that, ſhould be very humble and very cau- 
tious. We reflect, 

4. How well qualified Solomon was to judge wherein 
true happineſs conſiſted. Of all men living he had the 
greateſt advantages for knowing what wealth, and all that 
could be procured by it, what ſplendour, honour, or re- 
putation can do; yes, what knowledge can do, towards 
making men happy. His reflection on this, in the book 
of Ecclefiaſtes is, that all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. Let 
us then, when we read of his greatneſs and his wiſdom, re- 
member what he has taught us of their vanity, and hear 


what he juſtly obſerves is the natural concluſion of the 


whole matter; fear Gad, and keep his commandments, 285 that 
is the whole of man. 


CHAP. 
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SF 
Contains articles of agreement between Solomon and Hiram, and 


the fulfilling of them. 
t ND Hiram king of Tyre ſent his ſervants unto 
Solomon, to condole with him on David's death, 
and congratulate him on his ſucceſſion; for he had heard 
that they had anointed him king in the room of his 
father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David, and 
therefore was deſirous of continuing a friendſhip with his ſon. 
2 And Solomon ſent to Hiram, to remind him of what he 
3 had been before informed of, ſaying, Thou knoweſt how 
that David my father could not build an houſe unto 
the name of the Lorp his God, for the wars which 
were about him on every fide, until the Loxp put 
them, his enemies, under the ſoles of his feet, made them 
4 ſubjeft to im. But now the Loxp my God hath given 
me reſt on every fide, [fo that there is] neither ad- 
verſary nor evil occurrent, nothing to make me fear 
5 diſturbances. And, behold, I purpoſe to build an houf: 
unto the name of the Lox D my God, for his honour and 
worſhip, as the Lok ſpake unto David my father, ſay- 
ing, Thy ſon, whom J will ſet upon thy throne in thy 
6 room, he ſhall build an houſe unto- my name.* Now 
therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees 
out of Lebanon; and my ſervants ſhall be with thy 
ſervants, 7 affiſt them and learn of them: and unto thee 
will I give hire for thy fervants, according to all that 
thou ſhalt appoint: for thou knoweſt that | there is] not 
among us any that can ſkill to hew timber like unto 
the Sidontans.? 
Vo: III. X 7 And 
* In 2 Chron. ii. there is a larger account of this meſſage. It 
was to be a great houſe, for great is our God above all gods. 
He would not have Hiram think God was a local deity, and 
confined to a temple, In that chapter he aſſerts his univerſal 
preſence, and declares that this houſe was only intended as a 
place for his ſervants to aſſemble in, and for the prieſts to facri- 
fice and burn incenſe, 
The Sidonians and Tyrians were neighbours, under one king. 
They were celebrated among the antients for their {kill in archi» 


tecture and curious work, In 2 Chron. ii. Solomon defires Hiram 
to ſend a man ſkilful in working gold, ſilver, braſs, iron, &c, 
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And it came to paſs, when Hiram heard the words 
of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and paid lum a great 
compliment, ſaying, (2 Chron. 11. 11.) becauſe the Lord 
loveth his people, he hath made thee king over tem; and he 
faid.alſo, Bleſſed [be] the Lonp this day, which hath 
given unto David a wiſe fon over this great people.* 

8 And Hiram ſent to Solomon, ſaying, I have conſidered 

the things which thou ſenteſt to me for, and agree to the 

, propoſals: [and] I will do all thy defire concerning tim- 

ber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. My ſervants 

ſhall bring them] down from Lebanon unto the ſea: 

and I will convey them by ſea in floats, unto the place 

that thou ſhalt appoint me,* and will cauſe them to be 

diſcharged there, and thou ſhalt receive them: ] and 

thou ſhalt accompliſh my deſire, in giving food for my 

10 houſehold." So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees, and 

11 fir trees [according to] all his defire. And Solomon 

ve Hiram twenty thouſand meaſures of wheat [for] 

food to his houſehold, and twenty meaſures of pure oil, 

TIO which was uſed as we do butter :* thus gave Solomon to 

12 Hiram year by year. And the Logp gave Solomon 

wiſdom, as he promiſed him, and which eminently ap- 

peared in this tranſaftion : and there was peace between 

Hiram and Solomon; and they two made a league 

together, a treaty of peace and alliance was concluded be- 

tween them, ; 

13 And king Solomon raiſed a levy out of all Iſrael; 

14 and the levy was thirty thouſand men. And he ſent 

them to Lebanon, with the Tyrians, to hew and ſquare tie 

wood, ten thouſand a month by courſes: a month they 

were 

* He ſeems not to have been an idolater, but a worſhipper of 
Jehovah, as he mentions his name with great reverence, 

This was at Joppa, a ſeaport in Iſrael. | 
They were in want of corn, of which there was plenty in 
Iſrael, and were ſupplied in general from thence, Adi xii. 20. We 


find in 2 Chronicles ii. 13. that he, that is, Hiram, ſent alſo a 
kilful man, who was employed by his father to ſuperintend all 
the curious work. 

© There is ſome difference in the account given in Chronicles. 
So much was allowed for workmen, and ſo much for Hiram's 
own uſe; barley and wine are added there. | 
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were in Lebanon, [and] two months at home; hat they 
might not be tired of the work, or entirely neglect their 
family affairs: and Adoniram [was] over the levy, 4 

15 raiſe them, and ſee them diſpoſed according to order. And 
Solomon had threeſcore and ten thouſand that bare 
_ burdens, were porters, and fourſcore thouſand hewers in 
the. mountains; all theſe were ſtrangers, remnants of the 
Canaaftites; they were tributary, and had forſaken idolatry; 
16 Beſides the chief of Solomon's officers which [were] over 
the work, three thouſand and three hundred, which 
ruled over the people that wrought in the work, be/ides 
three hundred more for a reſerve in caſe of ſickneſs, or the 
17 like, 2 Chron. ii. 2.* And the king commanded, and 
they brought great ſtones, coſtly ſtones, [and] hewed 
18 ſtones, to lay the foundation of the houſe. And Solomon's 
builders and Hiram's builders did hew them, ] and 
the ſtone ſquarers, or Giblites, as Ezek. xxvii. g. that is, 
the inhabitants of Gebal, ſee Joſhua xiii. 5. theſe and all 
the Phenicians were curious artiſts: ſa they prepared tim- 
ber and ſtones to build the houſe. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


i, FF\IMES of peace and reſt ought to be employed 
for the ſervice of God; and the edffication of his 
church, v. 4. When there is no foreign adverſary to diſ- 
turb our repoſe, no evil occurrence at home to cal! off our 
minds, we ſhould be peculiarly active and forward in the 
Lord's work. Then had the churches reſt, and were edified, and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were multiplied. As ix. 31. | 
2. It is a great comfort to all who love the Iſrael of God, 
to ſee religion ſupported and maintained in families whieh 
have been eminent for it, In this Hiram rejoiced. The 
| X 2 greater 


* Theſe were principal officers, who ſurveyed the whole. There 
was a prodigious number of mgn employed, but it ſhould be re- 
membered, there was not F temple, but other _— and 


b 
& 


ſeveral palaces, 1 Kings ix. . Bebdes, they had not ſuch con 
venient methods of carrying As we have, therefore multitudes were 
employed in drawing timber and ſtones to the fea, and from 
Joppa to Jeruſalem, | 
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And it came to paſs, when Hiram heard the words 
of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and paid lum a great 
compliment, ſaying, (2 Chron. 11, 11.) becauſe the Lord 
loveth his people, he hath made thee king over them; and he 
ſaid,a/ſo, Bleſſed [be] the Lonp this day, which hath 

given unto David a wiſe ſon over this great people.“ 
8 And Hiram ſent to Solomon, ſaying, I have conſidered 
the things which thou ſenteſt to me for, and agree to the 
propoſals: [and] I will do all thy defire concerning tim- 
ber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. My ſervants 
ſhall bring [them] down from Lebanon unto the fea : 
and I will convey them by ſea in floats, unto the place 
that thou ſhalt appoint me,* and will cauſe them to be 
diſcharged there, and thou ſhalt receive [them:] and 
thou ſhalt accompliſh my deſire, in giving food for my 
10 houſehold. So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees, and 
11 fir trees [according to] all his defire. And Solomon 
gave Hiram twenty thouſand meaſures of wheat | for] 
food to his houſehold, and twenty meaſures of pure oil, 
which was uſed as we do butter :* thus gave Solomon to 
12 Hiram year by year. And the Logp gave Solomon 
wiſdom, as he promiſed him, and which eminently ap- 
peared in this tranſaion : and there was peace between 
Hiram and Solomon; and they two made a league 
together, a treaty of peace and alliance was concluded be- 
tween them, 
13 And king Solomon raiſed a levy out of all Iſrael; 
14 and the levy was thirty thouſand men. And he ſent 
them to Lebanon, with the;Tyrians, to hew and ſquare tie 
wood, ten thouſand a month by courſes: a month they 
; were 
* He ſeems not to have been an idolater, but a worſhipper of 
Jehovah, as he mentions his name with great reverence, 
This was at Joppa, a ſeaport in Iſrael. : 
» They were in want of corn, of which there was plenty in 
Iſrael, and were ſupplied in general from thence, Adi xii. 20. We 
find in 2 Chronicles ii. 13. that he, that is, Hiram, ſent alſo 2 


Kilful man, who was employed by his father to ſuperintend all 
the curious work. ; 

© There is ſome difference in the account given in Chronicles. 
So much was allowed for workmen, and ſo much for Hiram's 
own uſe; barley and wine are added there. 
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were in Lebanon, [and] two months'at home; hat they 
might not be tired of the work, or entirely neglect their 
family affairs : and Adoniram [was] over the levy, 40 

15 raiſe them, and ſee them diſpoſed according to order. Andy 
Solomon had threeſcore and ten thouſand that bare 
_ burdens, were purters, and fourſcore thouſand hewers in 
the. mountains; all theſe were ſtrangers, remnants of the 
Canaanites; they were tributary, and had forſaken idolatry; 
16 Beſides the chief of Solomon's officers which [were] over 
the work, three thouſand and three hundred, which 
ruled over the people that wrought in the work, be/ides 
three hundred more for a reſerve in caſe of ſickneſs, or the 
17 like, 2 Chron. ii. 2. And the king commanded, and 
they brought great ſtones, coſtly | Davey ſand] hewed 
18 ſtones, to lay the foundation of the houſe. And Solomon's 
builders and Hiram's builders did hew them, ] and 
the ſtone ſquarers, or Giblites, as Ezek. xxvil. 9. that is, 
the inhabitants of Gebal, ſee Joſhua Xiti. 5. theſe and all 
the Phenicians were curious artiſts: ſo they prepared tim- 
ber and ſtones to build the houſe, 


REFLECTIONS. 


i, FF\IMES of peace and reſt ought to be employed 
| for the ſervice of God; and the edffication of his 
church, v. 4. When there is no foreign adverſary to diſ- 
turb our repoſe, no evil occurrence at home to call off our 
minds, we ſhould be peculiarly active and forward in the 
Lord's work. Then had the churches reſt, and vere edified, and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were multiplied. As ix. 31. | | 
2. It is a great comfort to all who love the Iſrael of God, 
to ſee religion ſupported and maintained in families whieh 
have been eminent for it. In this Hiram rejoiced. The 
X 2 greater 
4 Theſe were principal officers, who ſurveyed the whole. There 
was a prodigious number of men employed, but it ſhould be re- 
membered, there was not only the temple, but other buildings and 
ſeveral palaces, 1 Kings ix. 15. Bebdes, they had not ſuch con- 
venient methods of carrying as we have, therefore multitudes were 


employed in drawing timber and ſtones to the fea, and from 
Joppa to Jeruſalem, x 
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| ter love he had to David, the greater was his joy. for 

his ſon's wiſdom and goodneſs. Young people ſhould be 
careful not to loſe the entail of religion, or deviate from 


the ſteps of pious anceſtors: their 2 and perſeverance 


will give joy to all that love God, an 
ſupport of religion. 8 

3. The wiſdom and goodneſs of Goch is to be obſerved in 
the various products of different climates, and the dif- 
ferent genius of the inhabitants. The Tyrians and Sido- 
nians were famous for mechanick arts, architecture, all 
maſonry and carpentry work, and curious devices. The 
Iſraelites were famous for agriculture. Canaan was a fruit- 
ful land; Tyre was like Holland, they had little product 
of their own, but were all tradeſmen and merchantmen. 
Canaan and. Tyre depended on each other in a great mea- 
ſure; and in this appears the wiſdom of God to promote 
traffick and commerce, to diffuſe the conveniences of life, 
and ſpread knowledge and virtue from one place to another. 
He fixes the bounds of men's habijations, and gives them all 
their capacity and ſkill. 

4. Mutual good offices between neighbours is very de- 
firable and becoming. How beautiful and lovely is it to 
ſee theſe two princes ready to ſerve each other with the pro- 
duds of their reſpective countries! Thus ſhould we act 
to thoſe about us; be kind and friendly to them, ready to 
ſell, or lend, or give, what we have, and which they 
want. This is the way to receive other favours in exchange, 
and to promote the peace and honour of ſociety, and the 
comfort of one another. We have likewiſe in v. 9. a good 
maxim for tradeſmen; and from hence we learn, 


wiſh well to the 


5. That it is the wiſdom of thoſe who have dealings with 


each other, to be punctual and exact in bargains and agree- 
ments. Solomon ſpoke of hewing trees, and Hiram agreed 
to1t; but nothing had been ſaid about carriage, where the 
goods were to be put on board, and where landed, and at 


whoſe expenſe the carriage was to be. Hiram very wa | 


mentioned this in his articles, that there might be no miſ- 

underſtanding afterwards. It is an important leſſon of wil- 

dom to know what we are to expect from others; to have 

it ſettled before we begin. For want of this, differe _ 
| o 
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often ariſe, are long continued, and ſometimes ſeparate 
even chief friends, Men's tempers and views may change, 
and their lives are uncertain, therefore exact, punctual, writ- 
ten agreements, with regard to what 1s ad contingent, 
are very proper, arid the beſt way to ſecure friendſhip and 
eſtabliſh peace. 1 | 
6. Let us long for that happy time, when Jews and 
Gentiles, and all the different nations, ſhall join together 
to build up God's ſpiritual temple, and eſtabliſh his re- 
ligion on the earth. Hiram, ftrangers and Iſraelites, all 
joined in the work. The glory of the latter day is foretold 
by an image borrowed from this ſtory, 1/a:ah Ix. 10—13. 
And the ſons of ſtrangers ſhall build up thy walls, and their kings 
ſhall miniſter unto thee: for in my wrath I ſmote thee, but in my 
favour have I had mercy on thee. Therefore thy gates ſhall be 


open continually ;, they ſhall not be ſhut day nor night ; that men 


may bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles. The glory of 
Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the 
box together, to beautify the place of my ſandtuary; and I will 
make the place of my feet glorious. Such a time we have the 
higheſt aſſurances of; let us wiſh for its approach; and in 
the mean time contribute all in our power to ſerve the in- 


tereſts of true religion, which will be the moſt ſubſtantial 


proof of our wiſdom and piety. 
— 2 K ———— —— 
CHAP. VI. 


E building of the temple. There is ſuch a reference to this in other 
parts of the Bible, that a few general remarks may be uſeful. 


I ND it came to paſs in the four hundred and 
A eightieth year after the children of Iſrael were 
come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon's reign over Iſrael, in the month Zif, which 
[is] the ſecond month, that he began to build the houſe 

2 of the Loxp.“ And the houſe which king Solomon 

| KR 3 built 

The place was mount Moriah, probably Haran's threſhing floor, 

The time was four hundred and eighty years after the children of Iſ- 
rael 
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built for the Loxo, the length thereof [was] threeſcore 
cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty [cubits,] and 
the height thereof thirty cubits ; exa&ly as large again as 
3 the tabernacle. And the porch before the e of the 
houſe, twenty cubits [was] the length thereof, accord- 
ing to the breadth of the houſe ; [and] ten cubits [was] 
the breadth thereof before the houſe,* 
4 And for the houſe he made windows of narrow 
lights; narrow on the outſide, but growing wider within. 
5 And againſt the wall of the houſe he built chambers 
round about, [againſt] the walls of the houſe round 
about, [both] of the temple, and of the oracle: and 
6 he made chambers round about: The nethermoſt 
chamber [was] five cubits broad, and the middle [was] 
fix cubits broad, and the third [was] ſeven cubits 
broad: for without | in the wall] of the houſe he made 
narrowed reſts round about, that [the beams] ſhould 
7 not be faſtened in the walls of the houſe.5 And the 
houſe, when it was in building, was built of ſtone made 
ready before it was brought thither : ſo that there was 
neither hammer nor ax [nor] any tool of iron heard in 
the houſe while it was in building; they were ſo cnell fitted 
10 one another before they were brought there, that they had 
8 nothing to do but put them together, Ihe door for the middle 
chamber [was] in the right fide of the houſe: and they 
went up with Finding ſtairs into the middle [chamber, ] 
g and out of the middle into the third. So he built the 
houſe, and finiſhed it; and covered the houſe with 
beams and boards of cedar; it had a vaulted roof, to make 
tt 


rae] came out of Egypt, and about one thouſand years before 
Chriſt. Solomon was four years in ſettling the kingdom, and 
preparing materials, before he began to build upon the plan 
which God gave to David by his ſpirit, 6 
f in Chronicles we find it was one hundred and twenty cubits in 
height, that is, four times as high as the body of the temple. 
_ © The chambers round about were three ſtories high, the narrow 
windows of the temple were above the top of them. Theſe cham- 
bers went gradually broader towards the top, becauſe, the walls of 
the temple were thicker at the bottom. There was a buttreſs five 
cubits high, on which the beams for the firſt chambers were laid, 
and ſo on to the top. Theſe chambers were for proviſion, frank: 
incenſe and lodgings for the prieſts, | 
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12 word of the Lokp came to Solomon, ſaying, (row 
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it look more grand, and the boards were covered with ſome 


ro wetal, perhaps fikver. And [then] he built chambers 


againſt all the houſe, five cubits high: and they reſted 

on the houſe with timber of cedar, | 
Here, left Solomon ſhould think the houſe was ſo firm that 
it would never be deſtroyed, and that when God had taken 
poſſeſſion of it he would never forſake his people, he is re- 
11 minded that the promiſe was only conditional. And the 


cerning] this houſe which thou art in building, If thou 
wilt walk in my ſtatutes, and execute my judgments, 
and keep all my commandments to walk in them; then 
will I perform my word with thee, which I ſpake unto 
David thy father: (2 Sam. vii. 13. 1 Chron. xxii. 10.) 
13 And I will dwell among the children of Iſrael, and will 
not forſake my people Iſrael. He here intimates to Solo- 
mon, that if he was not determined to obey his laws, he had 
better not proceed; for let him build ever ſo ſtrong, it would 
be demoliſhed if he was diſobedient. The building of the tem- 
ple would never excuſe him or the people, if they were re- 
bellious. a 
14 So Solomon built the houſe, and finiſhed it; which 
is an intimation of his determination to obſerve the law 7 
15 God. And he built, or wainſcoted, the walls of the houſe 
within with boards of cedar, both the floor of the houſe, 
and the walls of the cieling, or from the floor of the houſe 
unto the walls : [and] he covered [them] on the infide 
with wood, and covered the floor of the houſe with 
planks of fir, hat is, the moſt holy place, properly called 
the houſe, becauſe there the divine glory reſided, and the 
16 anſwers were given from thence.. And he built twenty 
cubits on the ſides of the houſe, both the floor and the 
walls with boards of cedar : he even built [them] for it 
within, [even] for the oracle, even] for the moſt holy 
17 [place.] And the houſe, that [is,] the temple before 
18 it, was forty cubits [long.] And the cedar of the houſe 
within [was] carved with knops and open flowers : all 
[was] cedar; there was no ſtone ſeen. > 
I9 And the oracle he prepared in the houſe within, to 
20 ſet there the ark of the covenant of the Loxd. And 
| X 4 | the 
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the oracle in the forepart [was] twenty cubits in length, 
and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the 
height thereof : and he overlaid it with pure gold beaten 
into plates; and [fo] covered the altar [which was of] 
cedar, that ts, the altar of incenſe was alſo covered with 
plates of gold, therefore called the golden altar, ch. vii. 48. 
21 So Solomon overlaid the houſe within with pure gold: 
and he made a partition by the chains of gold before 
the oracle; and he overlaid it with gold; he made a 
partition between the holy and moſt holy place, in the mid- 
dle of which there was a door, and over which a veil or cur- 
22 tain was hung by chains of gold, And the whole houſe he 
overlaid with gold, until he had finiſhed all the houſe : 
alſo the whole altar of incenſe that [was] by the oracle he 

overlaid with gold, | | 

23 And within the oracle he made two cherubims [o 
24 olive tree, [each] ten cubits high. And five cubits 
| [was] the one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the 


other wing of the cherub : from the uttermoſt part of- 


. the one wing unto the uttermoſt part of the other 
25 [were] ten cubits. And the other cherub [was] ten 
cubits: both the cherubims [were] of one meaſure and 
26 one fize. The height of the one cherub [was] ten cu- 
27 bits, and ſo [was it] of the other cherub. And he ſet 
the cherubims within the inner houſe : and they ſtretch- 
ed forth the wings of the cherubims, ſo that the wing 
of the one touched the [one] wall, and the wing of the 
other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings 
28 touched one another in the midſt of the houſe. And 
29 he overlaid the cherubims with gold.“ And he carved 
ali the walls of the houſe round about with carved 
figures of cherubims* and palm trees and open flowers, 
within and without, denoting that plenty which God would 
: | beſtow 
There were alſo two on the mercy ſeat over the ark of maſſy 
gold, but theſe were much larger; what their ſhape was is un- 
certain; ſome think it was human, others that they were winged 
oxen, to denote ſtrengths and dignity. It is obſervable, their faces 
were turned inwards; conſequently they ſtood as worſhippers, and 
were not therefore the objects of worſhip. 
Probably the deſign of this was, to remind the Jews of the 


preſence of angels in their ſacred places, who obſerved their de: 
en 2 IR 
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30 beſtow upon them if obedient. And the floor of the houſe 


he overlaid with gold, within and without, 

31 And for the entering of the oracle he made doors 
[of] olive tree: the lintel [and] fide poſts [were] a 
fifth part [of the wall,] a fu part of the whole height. 

32 The two doors alſo [were of] olive tree; and he carved 
upon them carvings of cherubims and palm trees and 
open, flowers, and overlaid [them] with gold, and 
ſpread gold upon the cherubims, and upon the palm 

33 trees. So alſo made he for the door of the temple poſts 

34 [of] olive tree, a fourth part [of the wall.] And the 
two doors [were of] fir tree: the two leaves of the one 
door [were] folding, and the two leaves of the other 

35 door [were] folding. And he carved [thereon] cheru- 
bims and palm trees and open flowers: and covered 
[them] with gold fitted upon the carved work. 

36 And he built the inner court with three rows of 
hewed ſtone, and a row of cedar beams.“ 

37 In the fourth year was the foundation of the houſe 

38 of the Loxo laid, in the month Zif: And in the 
eleventh year, in the month Bul, which [1s] the eighth 
month, was the houſe finiſhed throughout all the parts 
thereof, and according to all the faſhion of it. So was 
he ſeven years and ſome little more in building it. 


REFLECTION. 


T\HERE is room for a fertile fancy to ſpiritualize 
every thing in this chapter. But it is better to for- 

bear it, for fear of diſhonouring the ſcripture, and ſubſtitut- 
ing fanciful alluſions for divine truths. It is ſufficient in. 
general to obſerve, that every thing here is ſuited to give 
us grand ideas of God's worſhip, and to excite reverence 
and ſeriouſneſs in the worſhippers. In particular the moſt 
holy place, the angels drawn about it, &c. We have none 
of this pomp and ſplendour to engage our attention; but 
we he ve brighter diſcoveries of the nature and excellencies 


of 


* This was a wall that ſeparated the court of the prieſts from 
the people; it was three cubits high, that the people might ſee 
over it what the prieſts were doing, | 
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of God to aſſiſt our devotion: God is a ſpirit, and they that 
<worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; and then 
the worſhip will be acceptable wherever it 1s performed. 


2 _ - wa 11 


— — 


+ CHAP. VII. 


A further account of Solomon's buildings , and the furniture of 
the temple. 


I U T Solomon was building his own houſe thirteen 
years, and he finiſhed all his houſe; he did not 

begin his own houſe till he had finiſhed the temple, that 
2 nothing might interfere with that. He built alſo the houſe 
of the foreſt of Lebanon; the length thereof [was] a 
hundred cubits, and the breadth: thereof fifty cubits, 
and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of 
cedar pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars. And 
[it was] covered with cedar above upon the beams, that 
[lay] on forty-five pillars, fifteen [in] a row. And 
there were] windows [in] three rows, and light [was] 
againſt light [in] three ranks. And all the doors and 
poſts 2 ſquare, with the windows: and light [was] 
| againſt light [in] three ranks. And he made a porch 
—_—_—  : | of pillars, a portico, or Piazza, for his guards who attend- 
1 ed him to be under cover; it ſeems probable that this wwas at 

his palace at Jeruſalem; the length thereof [was] fifty 

cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty cubits: and the 

porch [was] before them: and the [other] pillars and 

7 the thick beam [were] before them. Then he made a 

porch for the throne where he might judge, [even] the 

| porch of judgment, there he was to hear and determine 
7 ; cauſes: and [it was] covered with cedar from one ſide 
7 8 of the floor to the other. And his houſe where he dwelt 
\ had] another court within the porch, [which] was of 
the 

Some ſuppoſe this was a country ſeat in Lebanon; but I '% 
rather think it was near Jeruſalem, and ſo called becauſe it was = 
principally built of the cedars of Lebanon. In 2 Chron. ix. 16. 
we find that he put the golden ſhields there, which in his . ſon's 


time the king of Egypt took away when he came againſt Jeru- 
faleni. It was probably a magazine for arms. 
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the like work; his was another building, adioining the 


queen's palace. Solomon made alſo an houſe for Pha- 
raoh's daughter, whom he had taken to wife,] like 
unto this porch. Ir as cuſtomary in the eaſt for the women 


9 and men to have ſeparate apartments, All theſe [were of] 
coſtly ſtones, according to the meaſures of hewed 


ſtones, ſawed with ſaws, within and without, even from 
the foundation unto the coping, and [ſo] on the out- 
10 fide toward the great court. And the foundation [was 


of] coſtly ſtones, [even] great ſtones, ſtones of ten 


cubits, and ſtones of eight cubits, very large and valu- 

15 able, And above [were] coſtly ſtones, after the mea- 
. 12 ſures of hewed ſtones, and cedars. And the great court 
round about [was] with three rows of hewed ſtones, 
and a row of cedar beams, both for the inner court of 
the houſe of the Loxp, and for the porch of the houſe. 

13 - And king Solomon ſent and fetched Hiram“ out of 
14 Tyre. He [was] a widow's ſon of the tribe of Naphtali, 
and his father [was] a man of Tyre, a worker in braſs: 
and he was filled with wiſdom, and underſtanding, and 
cunning to work all works in braſs. And he came to 
king Solomon, and wrought all his work. He was @ 
man of extraordinary ſkill, and gave him remarkable aſſiſt- 

18 ance in theſe great works, For he caſt two pillars of 
braſs, of eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of 
twelve cubits did compals either of them about. They 
were two yards in diameter, and had beautiful ornaments 

16 about them. And he made two chapiters [of] molten 
braſs, to ſet upon the tops of the pillars: the height of 
the one chapiter [was] five cubits, and the height of 

17 the other chapiter [was] five cubits: [And] nets of 
checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the 
chapiters which [were] upon the top of the pillars; 
ſeven for the one chapiter, and ſeven for the other 
18 chapiter. And he made the pillars, and two rows round 
about upon the one network, to cover the chapiters 
that [were] upon the top, with pomegranates : and fo 

19 did he for the other chapiter. And the chapiters that 
| [were] upon the top of the pillars, [were] of lily work 

| in 

mn In 2 Chron. iv. 11. he is called Huram, 
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20 in the porch, four cubits. And the chapiters upon the 
two pillars [had pomegranates] alſo above, over againſt 
the belly which [was] by the net work: and the pome- 
granates [were] two hundred in rows round about upon 

21 the other chapiter. And he ſet up the pillars in the 
porch of the temple : and he ſet up the right pillar, and 
called the name thereof Jachin, that is, he ſhall eftabliſh: 8 
and he ſet up the left pillar, and called the name thereof 

22 Boaz, that ts, in it is ſirength.” And upon the top of 
the pillars [was] lily work: ſo was the work of the 

pillars finiſhed. | 
23 And he made a molten ſea, ten cubits from the one 
brim to the other: [it was] round all about, and his 
height [was] five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits 
24 did compaſs it round about. And under the brim of 
it round about [there were] knops compaſling it, ten in 
a cubit, compaſſing the ſea round about: the knops 
25 [were] caſt in two rows, when it was caſt. It ſtood u 
twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three 
looking toward the weſt, and three looking toward the 
fouth, and three looking toward the eaſt: and the ſea 
was ſet] above upon them, and all their hinder parts 
26 [were] inward. And it [was]an hand breadth thick, and 
the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, 
with flowers of lillies : it contained two thouſand baths.” 
27 And he made ten baſes, or ſtands, of brafs, wit) 
' _  ewheels, for the convenience of moving it from place to place; 
four cubits [was] the length of one baſe, and four cu- 
bits the breadth thereof, and three cubits the height of 

28 it. And the work of the baſes [was] on this man- 

| ner :] 

= Theſe were not to ſup any of the building, but were 

deſigned for ornaments, and to be ſignificant mementos to the 

worſhippers to look to God for aſſiſtance and ſtrength; and were 

alſo an expreſſion of Solomon's expectations that God would 
rengthen his people, and eſtabliſh the temple. 


This ſea was about fixteen feet in diameter, and held near 
wo hundred and fifty barrels, It was the buſineſs of the Nethi- 


nmims, the remnant the Gibeonites, to fill it. It was uſed for 


waſhing the facrifice, and the hands and feet of the Levites; for 
which purpoſe the water came out of pipes at the bottom. It 
ſtood upon twelve oxen, which were both a. ſupport and orna- 
ment to it, 


. 8 88 383 


th 


J. KINGS. VII. 333 
ner: ] they had borders, and the borders [were] between 


I 29 the ledges: And on the borders that | were] between 


the ledges [were] lions, oxen, and cherubims: and 
upon the ledges [there was] a baſe above: and beneath 
the lions and oxen [were | certain additions made of 
30 thin work. And every baſe had four brazen wheels, 
and plates of braſs: and the four corners thereof had 
underſetters : under the laver,[were] underſetters molt- 


31 en, at the ſide of every addition. And the mouth of 


it within the chapiter and above [was] a cubit : but the - 
mouth thereof [was] round [after] the work of the 
baſe, a cubit and an half: and alſo upon the mouth of 
it [were] gravings with their borders, fourſquare, not 

32 round. And under the borders [were] four wheels; 
and the axletrees of the wheels [were joined] to the 
baſe: and the height of a wheel [was] a cubit and 

33 half a cubit. And the work of the wheels [was] like 
the work of a chariot wheel: their axletrees and their 
naves, and their felloes, and. their ſpokes [were] all 

34 molten. And [there were] four underſetters to the four 
corners of one baſe: [and] the underſetters [were] of 

35 the very baſe itſelf, And in the top of the baſe [was 
there] a. round compaſs of half a cubit high: and on 
the top of the baſe the ledges thereof and the borders 

36 thereof [were] of the ſame. For on the plates of the 
ledges thereof, and on the borders thereof, he graved. 
cherubims, lions, and palm trees; according to the pro- 

rtion of every one, and additions round about. 

37 After this [manner] he made the ten baſes: all of them 

d one caſting, one meaſure, [and] one ſize, 

38 Then made he ten lavers, or waſhing veſſels, of braſs, 
which were placed on the ten ſtands: one laver contained 
forty baths, about five barrels: [and] every laver was 
four cubits: |and] upon every one of the ten baſes 

39 one layer. And he put five baſes on the right fide of 
the houſe, and five on the left fide of the houſe : and 
he ſet the ſea on the right fide of the houſe eaſtward. 
over againſt the ſouth. 

40 And Hiram made the lavers, and the ſhovels, for the 

Fre, and the baſons, to receive the blood of the ſacrifice. 
So 
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So Hiram made-an end of doing all the work that he 
41 made king Solomon for the houſe of the Loxp: The 
two pillars, and the [two] bowls of the chapiters that 
[were] on the top of the two pillars; and the two net- 
works, to cover the two bow!s of the chapiters which 
42 [were] upon the top of the pillars; And four hundred 
pomegranates for the two networks, [even] two rows of 
pomegranates for one network, to cover the two bowls 
43 of the chapiters that [were] upon the pillars; And the 
44 ten baſes, and ten lavers on the baſes; And one ſea, 
45 and twelve oxen under the fea; And the pots, 70 boi 
the parts of the peace offering which were allowed to the 
prieſts, and the ſhovels, and the baſons; and all theſe 
veſſels, which Hiram made to king Solomon for the 
houſe of the Loxp, [were of beight braſs, all made of 


46 the beſt poliſhed braſs. In the plain of Jordan did the 


king caſt them, in the clay ground between Succoth 
and Zarthan, that being a proper place to make the moulds. 
47 And Solomon left all the veſſels [unweighed,] becauſe 
they were exceeding many : neither was the weight of 
the braſs found out; it was ſo great, that keeping an exat? 
account was burdenſome ;, and the workmen were all honeſt 
and faithful. 
48 And Solomon made all the veſſels that [pertained] 
unto the houſe of the Lorp, according to the pattern 
given him by David from Cod; (1 Chron. xxviii. 19.) the 
altar of gold, and the table of gold, whereupon the 


49 ſhew bread [was,] Exodus xxv. 30. And the candle- 


ſticks of pure gold, he large ſconces or branches, five on 
the right [ſide, ] and five on the left, before the oracle, 
with the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs [of] 
. 

and the ſpoons, and the cenſers [of] pure gold; and 
the hinges [of] gold, [ both] for the doors of the inner 
houſe, the moſt holy place, and] for the doors of the 

© houſe, [to wit, ] of the temple; hat every thing might 
be alike magnificent, even the hinges of the doors were of 
51 gold, So was ended all the work that king Solomon 
made for the houſe of the -Loxy. And Solomon 

- brought in the things which David his father had dedi- 


cated ;' 
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cated ; [even] the ſilver, and the gold, and the veſſels, 
did he put among the treaſures of the houſe of the 
Lorp, that is, what remained above what was conſumed. 
in the temple; and likewiſe the remains of this tabernacle; 


REFLECTIONS 


I, LL this wealth, ſplendour, and magnificence, was 

intended to excite veneration in the worſhippers, 
and to prevent idolatry. The temples of idols were ſplendid, 
and ſeduced many that were led away by the fight of the 
eye; but none were ſo glorious as this temple. All the pains 
and expenſe Solomon was at, ſuggeſts to us, how ready we 
ſhould be to honour the Lord with our ſubſtance, and 
devote our wealth to his ſervice. Grand and ſumptuous 
churches are of no real ſervice now; but every thing ought 
to be decent and convenient. To contribute to ſupply our 
brethren with ſuch places, is an 1mportant and excellent 
charity. Solomon did not build his own till he had finiſhed 
God's houſe. He ſhould have the firſt and beſt of our 


= lcrvices. 


2. Whatever we do to ſupport the houſe and worſhip 
of God, we ſhould look to him for aſſiſtance and ſtrength. 
The two pillars, Jachin and Boaz, ſuggeſt this thought to 
us. While we keep cloſe to him and his worſhip, we may 
hope for a continuance of his favours. He will guard our 
temples in peace, and ſtrengthen the heart of every ſincere 
and humble worſhipper. 

3. The frequent waſhing, for which the laver was de- 
figned, is often repreſented in ſcripture as an emblem of 
that purity and holineſs, which God under the goſpel re- 
quires of his worſhippers. It is not the putting away the 
filth of the fleſh only, but conſiſts in waſhing the heart 
from all wickedneſs; in having clean hands, free from 
every act of injuſtice, diſhoneſty, and every thing contrary 
to goſpel purity. If we defire the acceptance of our prayers 
and ſervices, let us waſh our hands in innocency, and hum- 
bly ſeek acceptance thro? the blood of Chriſt, which cleanſeth 
from all fin. | 


CHAP. 


* 


336 I. KINGS. VIII. 


CHAP. VIII. 1—30. 


The bringing of the ark into the temple, and its ſolemn dedica- 
tion; Solomon's addreſs to the people on the nature and deſign 
of this appearance; and his prayer to God. 


1 FF\HEN Solomon aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, 
| and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the 
fathers of the children of Iſrael, unto king Solomon in 
Jeruſalem, that they might bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the Logp out of the city of David, which 

2 [is] Zion.“ And all the men of Iſrael aſſembled them- 
ſelves unto king Solomon, multitudes of the common peo- 
ple, as well as the grandees, at the feaſt in the month 
Ethanim, which [is] the ſeventh month, iat is, at the 

3 feaſt of tabernacles. And all the elders of Iſrael came, 
and the prieſts took up the ark. It was properly the 
buſineſs of the Levites to carry the ark, but the prieſts did 

it on ſome extraordinary occaſions, as here, «when the ark was 

4 to be fixed. And they brought up the ark of the Lozo, 
and. the tabernacle of the congregation, that which 
Moſes made, (Exodus xxxvi. 8.) which now they laid up in 
the temple, as a ſacred monument, never to be removed ag ain, 
and all the holy veſſels that [were] in the tabernacle, a 
the utenſils belonging to it, and holy veſſels, the candleſticks, 
and table, Ic. even thoſe did the prieſts and the Levites 

5 bring up. And king Solomon, and all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael, that were aſſembled unto him, | were] 
with him before the ark, ſacrificing ſheep, and oxen, 
that could not be told nor numbered for multitude, 
There was a grand proceſſion, which ſtopped at certain places 

lo offer ſacrifices, either on the ground, or on allars occaſion- 
6 ally erected. And the prieſts brought in the ark of the 
covenant 

It is generally thought this was the year of jubile, when 


there was a greater concourſe of people at Jeruſalem, and it was 
a ſeaſon of great joy. He aſſembled all the princes of the tribes, 


- the heads of families or clans; and their buſineſs was to bout 


up the ark from Zion, that part of the city which David h 
built, to mount Moriah, where the temple now ſtood; till that 
ume the temple was an houſe without an inhabitant, 
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covenarit of the Lok unto his place, into the oracle 
of the houſe to the moſt holy ¶ place, even] under the 
wings of the cherubims; it was brought into the moſt holy 
place, and fituated between the cherubims, under their ſpread- 
7 ing wings. For the cherubims ſpread forth [their] two 
wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims 

$ covered the ark and the ſtaves thereof above. And 
they drew out the ſtaves by which it was carried, that 

the ends of the ſtaves were ſeen out in the holy [place] 
before the oracle, or, as it is in 2 Chron. v. 9. on the out- 

/ide of the ark, at a diſtance from it; which would be a 
guide to the prieſt when he cent in on the day of atonement 

to ſprinkle the blood, as the oracle was dark, except what 
light the cloud of glory occaſioned, which he was not to look 
upon; and they were not ſeen without, in the holy place 
ftriftly ſo called : and there they are unto this day, /o long 

9 as the temple flood. | There was] nothing in the ark ſave 
the two tables of ſtone, which Moſes put there at 
Horeb, when the Loxp made [a covenant} with the 
children of Iſrael, when they came out of the land of 

Egypt, for Aaron's rod and the pot of manna were by the 
fide of it. . 

10 - And it came to paſs, when the prieſts were come out 
of the holy [place,] that the cloud filled the houſe of 
the Lon, wwho-now came to take poſſeſſion of the houſe by 

the cloud, which was the ſymbol of his preſence, (ſee 2 Chron. 

11 v.11, Sc.) So that the prieſts could not ſtand to miniſ- 
ter becauſe of the cloud: for the glory. of the Lorp 

had filed the houſe of the LORD. ; 

12 Then ſpake Solomon, 10 encourage them and diſſipate 
their fears, The Lord faid that he would dwell in the 

13 thick darkneſs.” I have ſurely built thee an houſe to 

Vor. III. * | dwell 


q At firſt there was a large thick and dark cloud, from wheace, 
after Solomon had finiſhed his prayer, inſupportable brightneſs 
mMued, This was a token of God's accepratice of them, it did 
honour, to the ark and temple, and confirmed the people's belief 
of what they bad ſo often read in the books of Moles, of the 
lory of the Lord. Upon this, the prieſt cam: out of the temple 
in great conſternation, and the people, truck with horror, began 
to be afraid. | 
r He had in effect faid ſo, as all his appearances had been in & 
cloud, on mgunt Sinai and in the wilderneſs, and on the tabernacle, 


es v0. 


dwell in, a ſettled place for thee to abide in for ever; hz 
welcomed this token of his preſence . and approbation, and 
begged he would accept it as his own, and dwell in it for 
14 ever. And the king turned his face about,“ and bleſſed 
all the congregation of Iſrae! : (and all the congrega- 
15 tion of Iſrael ſtood;) And he ſaid, Bleſſed [be] the 
Logrp God of Iſrael, which ſpake with his mouth unto 
David my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled [it,] 
16 ſaying, Since the day that I brought forth my people 
Iſrael out of Egypt, I choſe no city, no particular place, 
out of all the tribes of Iſrael to build an houſe, that my 
name might be therein; but I choſe David to be over 
my people Iſrael, and ſhowed him the place that I dgſig ned. 

17 And it was in the heart of David my father to build an 

| 18 houſe for the name of the Loxp God of Ifrael. And 
| the Lon faid unto David my father, Whereas it was 
1s. in thine heart to build an houſe unto my name, thou 
£5:M 19 didft well that it was in thine heart. Nevertheleſs thou 
| ſhalt not build the houſe; but thy ſon that ſhall come 
105 forth out of thy loins, he ſhall build the houſe unto my 
[ 20 name. And the Logxp hath performed his word that 
he ſpake, his promiſe in giving him a ſon, and I am riſen 

up in the room of David my father, and fit on the 

h | .._ throne of Iſrael, as the Lon promiſed, and have built 
7 an houſe for the name of the Loxp God of Iſrael, who 
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Is | 21 hath enabled me to execute this defign. And I have ſet 

iy © there a place for the ark, wherein [is] the covenant of 

A | the Loxp, which he made with our fathers, when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, at is, the 
table of the covenant which contained the tenure by which 
they held the land of Canaan, and the rules of their duty. 


= 22 And Solomon ſtood before the altar of the Lox in 
_ the preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, and ſpread 
\ * #4, * „ ; f | 4 forth 

V | * He ſtood on a ſcaffold of braſs, in the court before the houſe 


fle now turned about towards the altar, which lay between 
bim and the temple, and ſpread forth his hands, and afterwards 
] | Fell on his knees, as the moſt proper geſture for prayer, and 
11 offered a moſt noble and devout addreſs to God, He began with 
. W faithfulneſs to his promiſes to 


IJ. KINGS. VIII. _ 
23 forth his hands toward heaven: And he ſaid, Lox 
:* God of Iſrael, [there is] no God like thee, in heaven 
above, or on earth beneath, who keepeſt covenant and 
5 mercy with thy ſervants that walk before thee with all 
24 their heart: Who haſt kept with thy ſervant David my 
father that thou promiſedit him: thou ſpakeſt alſo with 
thy mouth, and haſt fulfilled [it] with thine hand, as 
25 lit is] this day. Therefore now, Loxp God of Iſrael, 
keep with thy ſervant David my father that thou pro- 
miſedſt him, ſaying, There ſhall not fail thee a man 
in my fight to fit on the throne of Iſrael; ſo that thy 
children take heed to their way, that they walk before 
26 meas thou haſt walked before me. And now, O God 
of Iſrael, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which 
thou ſpakeſt unto thy ſervant David my father; he in- 
treats that God would fulfil what remained 10 his poſterity, 
and that the kingdom of Iſrael might continue in his family; 
and then breaks out into high admiration off the condeſcenſion 
and grace of God, in dwelling with men, and vouch e 

27 them the tokens of his preſence. But will God indeed dwe 
on the earth ? behold, the heaven and heaven of hea- 
vens cannot contain thee; how much leſs this houſe 
that I have builded? He acknowledges God to be infinite 
and immenſe, tft the people ſhould imagine that Jehovah was 
lite the heathen gods, confined to one place; the higheſt hea- 
vens, all the worlds of light and glory, could not comprehend 
28 or contain him. Yet, tho thou art preſent every where, 
have thou reſpe@ unto the prayer of thy ſervant, and 
to his ſupplication, O Loxo my God, to hearken unto 
the cry and to the prayer, which thy ſervant prayeth 
29 before thee to-day: That thine eyes may be open to- 
ward this houſe night and day, [even] toward the place 
of which thou haſt ſaid, My name ſhall be there : that 
thou mayeſt hearken unto the prayer which thy ſervant 
30 ſhall make toward this place.“ And hearken thou to 


Y 2 | the 
The people in the court worſhipped towards the oracle, where 4 
the ſymbol of the divine prefence refided; and in other parts: of = 
the country they looked towards the temple; ſo Daniel did in 4 


Babylon, Daniel vi. 10. Hence we read ſo often of worſhipping 


towards the temple, as an expreſſion of their faith in Jehovah who 
dwelt there. 
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the ſupplication of thy ſervant, and of thy people Iſrael, 
when they ſhall pray toward this place: and hear thou 
in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou heareſt, 
| forgive. Still, to prevent any wrong notions of God, he 
„ | „ hear in heaven, the reſidence of thy brighteſt glory, of 
which this is but an emblem, and forgive; becauſe fin would 

prevent the acceptance and ſucceſs of their prayers. 


| REFLECTIONS. 
i. II his the duty and honour of the children of good 


men to purſue their pious ſchemes, and complete 
the good works they began; ſo Solomon did; and ſpeaks 
of it with peculiar pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and thankfulneſs 
to God, who enabled him to do it. It is no diſhonour to 
build on a good foundation; but a great diſgrace when the 
children of God's people degenerate, and do not purſue 
the good deſigns of their parents. | 
2. The thick darkneſs, in which God appeared, was an 
emblem of the darkneſs of that diſpenſation, in which there 
were ſo much of types and ſhadows and obſcurity. Rays of 
glory indeed broke out, but ſtill their minds were terrified 
and enſlaved by it. Let us bleſs God for the brighter difſ- 
penſation of the goſpel ; where we all, with open face behold- 
ing the glory of the Lord, are changed into his image from glory 
10 glory by the ſpirit of the Lord. 
3. We ſhould remember, that good deſigns and inten- 
tions are approved and commended by God, tho' he gives 
not the opportunity of putting them into execution. Da- 
vid did well in that it was in his heart to build a houſe for 
God. This is an encouragement to us to be laying ſchemes . 
for his glory; nevertheleſs good intentions are but hy- 
pocriſy without vigorous endeavours. If the heart be in- 
tent upon ſerving God, and the hands diligently employed } 
in his work, and if there be a willing mind, it is accepted | 
according to what a man hath, and not according to what he 
hath not. ' 
4. Solomon, with all his wealth and magnificence, never 
looked ſo truly great and glorious as he did in the attitude 
in which this chapter repreſents him. He was great = the 
| | ne, 
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throne, on the bench of juſtice, in his buildings, furniture 
and equipage; but never. ſo truly illuſtrious, as when proſ- 
trating himſelf before God, and leading the devotions of 
Iſrael, It was for his honour that he could pray, and ſuit 
his petitions to the occaſion with ſo much propriety and 
affection. It was for his honour that he was willing to pray 
before this vaſt congregation, and did not turn over the 
work to an inferior perſon. The reverence of his poſture, 
and the devotion of his heart, are worthy the imitation of 
the greateſt men, ; 

5. God's promiſes to us ſhould encourage our prayers. 
This Solomon makes uſe' of as a plea in his prayer, What 
was faid to David, and of Iſrael, on this he grounds his 


petition for favour and mercy to the land, in the various 


circumſtances that might occur. God's promiſes are to 
guide our devotions, to dire& us what to pray for, and 
excite our hope that he will graciouſly hear our ſupplica- 
tions, and ſend an anſwer of peace. 

6. It becomes us whenever we approach to God, to re- 
member his immenſity and omnipreſence. This will pre- 
vent rudeneſs and preſumption, and fill our hearts with an 
awful ſenſe of the Majeſty we addreſs ; it will lead us to ad- 
mire his condeſcenfion and grace, in permitting our ap- 
proach to him, who is a ſpirit, and mult be ipped in 
ſpirit and in truth, We ſhould particularly recolle&, that 
he knows our thoughts, therefore we muſt be ſerious and 
ſincere. He knows the plague of our hearts, and allows us 
to ſpread our fins and our ſorrows before him. He knows 
how to ſupport us under every burden, to take it away, or 
to cure every plague and grief, both of body and mind, 


C HAP. VIII. 31, to the end. 


A continuation of Solomon's prayer; his bleſſing the people; and 


the ſacrifice and feaſt which followed the dedication, 


31 ; any man treſpaſs againſt his neighbour, and an 


oath be laid upon him to cauſe him to ſwear, and 
32 the oath come before thine altar in this houſe: Then 
| Y 3 ; hear 


— 
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hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy ſervants, 
condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; 
and juſtifying the righteous, to give him according to 

his righteouſneſs; if @ man denies what was lent, or com- 
milted to him by his neighbour, and, there being no witneſs, 
he is called upon to purge himſelf by an oath, and to touch 

the altar, then aa thou plainly ſhow who has right on his fide. 

23 When thy people Iſrael be ſmitten down before the 
enemy, becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee, and 
ſhall turn again to thee, and confeſs thy name, and 
pray, and make ſupplication unto thee in this houſe; or 
rather, towards this houſe ; when they confeſs the juſtice of 
their puniſbment, renounce their falſe gods, and turn to thee : 

34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the fin of thy 
people Iſrael, and bring them again out of their captivity - 
unto the land which thou gaveſt unto their fathers, 
35 When heaven is ſhut up, and there is no rain, becauſe 
they have ſinned againſt thee ; if they pray toward this 
place, and confeſs thy name, and turn from their fin, 
when thoy afflicteſt them, without which they cannot hope 
36 for mercy; Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the 
fin of thy ſervants, and of thy people Iſrael, that thou 
teach them the good way wherein they ſhould walk, 
and give rain upon thy land which thou haſt given to 
thy people for an inheritance; firft by thy grace make them 

37. better, and then give them rain in its ſeaſon. If there be 
in- the land famine, if there be ilence, blaſting, 
mildew, locuſt, [or] if there be caterpiller; if their 
enemy beſiege them in the land of their cities; whatſo- 
38 ever plague, whatſoeyer ſickneſs [there be;] What 
prayer and ſupplication ſoever be [made] by any man, 
any particular perſon, [or] by all thy people Iſrael, by 
any town or city, who, being afflited, ſhall join together in 
their prayers, which ſhall know every man the plague of 

his own heart,” when he makes a ſolemn moan for any thing 
that lies heavy upon his ſpirits, and ſpread forth his hands 

39 toward this houſe: I hen hear thou in heaven thy 
- dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and give to every 
man 

In Chronicles it is his grief and forrow; any bodily afflitiong 
or rather fip, which is 3 er {Ei : y 
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man according to his ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt; 


(for thou, [even] thou only, knoweſt the hearts of all 


the children of men;) if his heart is upright, grant his re- 
queſt, for thou canſt not be deceived with words, but wilt give 
40 according to the fincerity of our repentance; That they ma 
fear thee all the days that they live in the land whi 
thou gaveſt unto our fathers; be led by thy goodneſs to 
ſerve thee religiouſly, and not return to folly. He then opens 
the fulneſs of his benevolent heart in praying for ſtrangers. 
41 Moreover concerning a ſtranger, that [is] not of thy 
people Iſrael, but cometh out of a far country for th 
name's ſake; who hear the fame of thy greatneſs and wr 
neſs, and are diſpoſed to come to Jeruſalem to worſhip God, 
42 and become proſelytes to huis religion; (For they ſhall hear 
of thy great name, and of thy ſtrong hand, and of thy 
ſtretched out arm;) when he ſhall come and pray to- 
43 ward this houſe; Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place, 10 encourage them, and prove thy divinity, and thy 
relation to Tfrael, and do according to all that the ſtranger 
calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth ma 
know thy name, to fear thee, as [do] thy people Iſ- 
rael; and that they may know that this houſe, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name, belongs to thee, has 
thy gracious preſence in it, and may carry a good report. 
44 back, and ſo ſpread thy name and thy glory. If thy peo- 
ple go out to battle againſt their enemy, whitherſoever 
thou ſhalt ſend them, and ſhall pray unto the Lox to- 
ward the city which thou haſt choſen, and [toward] the 
45 houſe that I have built for thy name: Then hear thou 
in heaven their prayer and their ſupplication, and 
46 maintain their cauſe. If they fin againſt thee, if they 
revolt from thee, (for [there is] no man that ſinneth not) 
the general depravity of human nature makes me fear they 
will, which he urges as. an for compaſſion and 
mercy, and thou be angry with them, and deliver them 
to the enemy, ſo that they carry them away captives 


47 unto the land of the enemy, far or near; [Yet] if they 


ſhall bethink themſelves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and make ſupplication 
unto thee in the land of them that carried them cap» 

| y 37 Ts tives, 
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tives, ſaying, We have ſinned, and have done perverſ- 


48 ly, we have committed wickedneſs; And {ſo} return 
© . unto thee with all their heart, and with all their foul, 
in the land of their enemies, which led them away cap- 
tive, and pray unto thee toward their land, (Dan. vi. 10.) 
which thou gaveſt unto their fathers, the city which 
thou haſt choſen, and the houſe which I have built for 
thy name; if they repent, and bethink themſelves, are con- 

- trite and confeſs their fins with all their aggravations, and 

49 turn from them and reform; Then hear thou their prayer 
and their ſupplication in heaven thy dwelling place, and 

50 maintain their cauſe, or right, And forgive thy people 

that have ſinned againſt thee, and all their tranigrefſions 
wherein they have tranſgreſſed againſt thee, and give 

them compaſhon before them who carried them captive, 
that they may have compaſſion on them; that their ene- 
mies may treat them with mercy while they are continued in 

51 captivity, and give them leave to return; For they [be] 

thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou broughteſt 
forth qut of Egypt, from the midſt of the furnace of 

52 iron: That thine eyes may be open unto the ſuppli- 

cation of thy ſervant, and4unto the ſupplication of th 
people Iſrael, to hearken unto them in all that they call 

53 for unto thee. For thou didft ſeparate them from among 
all the people of the earth, ſ to be] thine inheritance, 
as thou ſpakeſt by the hand of Moſes thy ſervant, when 
thou broughteſt our fathers out of Egypt, O Lorp 
God; he urges it, by their relation to God as his peculiar 
people, by the law that was given them, and the promiſe 
made to Moſes. See 2 Chron. vi. 41, 42. 

54 Andit was [ſo,] that when Solomon had made an 
end of praying all this prayer and ſupplication unto the 
Loxp, he aroſe from before the altar of the Lonxp, 
from kneeling on his knees, with his hands ſpread up 
to heaven, and fre came down and conſumed the ſacrifices, 

| which 


s Solomon urges as an argument, that they were God's in- 
heritance, which he had purchaſed and made his own. and there- 
fore hopes that he will not loſe the glory of what he had for- 
© merly done for them; and concludes with a general requeſt, that 

God would hear all his praying people. * | 
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which were on the brazen altar, and the glory of the Lord 


_ filled the houſe, (1 Chron. vii. 1-3.) @ bright luſtre broke 
55-out of the dark cloud, and affetled the people greatly. And 
he and bleſſed all the congregation of Iſrael, he 
turned about to the people, and bleſed them, with a loud 
36 voice, ſaying, Bleſſed [be] the Loxp, that hath given 
... reſt unto his people Iſrael, according to all that he pro- 
miſed: there hath not failed one word of all his good 
promiſe which he promiſed by the hand of Moſes his 
ſervant. He here reminds them of God's fidelity, and prays 
57 for his continued preſence. The Lorp our God be with 
us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, 
58 nor forſake us: That he may incline our hearts unto 
him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com- 
mandments, and his ſtatutes, and his judgments, which 
he commanded our fathers; as we have the externas 
tokens of his favour, ſo may we have his grace, to obſerve 
the ſtatutes and ordinances which he hath given us; this is 
the greateſt bleſſing, and the means of ſecuring the continuance 
89 of all other privileges. And let theſe my words, where- 
with I have made ſupplication before the Logrp, be 
nigh unto the Lon D our God day and night, that he 
maintain the cauſe of his ſervant, and the cauſe of his 
people Iſrael at all times, as the matter ſnall require: 
thus he expreſſes his hope that God would hear his prayer, 
60 and ſhow fignal favour to Iſrael. That all the people of 
the earth may know that the Loxp [1s] God, ſand that 
there is] none elſe ; that other nations may be led by it to 
worſhip and glorify him. He then concludes the ſolemnity with 
a word of — charging them to continue obedient, as 
61 the condition of the divine favour and bleſſing. Let your 
heart therefore be perfect with the Logp our to 
walk in his ſtatutes, and to keep his commandments, 

as at this day. | 
62 And the king, and all Iſrael with him, offered facri- 
63 fice before the Loxp. And Solomon offered a ſacrifice 
of peace offerings, which he offered unto the Logo, 
a ſmall part of which was deflroyed ; other parts belonged 


to the priefts,zand the remainder was a feaſt for the people 
who were gr mw 


led; two and twenty thouſand oxen, and 


1 
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an hundred and twenty thouſand ſheep, So the king 
and all the children of Iſrael dedicated the houſe of the 
Loxp; ſet it apart to holy uſes, in an holy manner, and 
Joined in ſacrifices to God, and in prayer and thankſgruing. 
; 64 The ſame day did the king hallow the middle of the 
Ds court that [was] before the houſe of the Lorp: for 
1 there he offered burnt offerings, and meat offerings, 
* and the fat of the offerings: becauſe the brazen 
altar that [was] before the LoxD [was] too little to re- 
ceive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the 
fat of the peace offerings. Probably many altars were 
erefled on this occafion, which were afterwards removed into 
» the court of the people, becauſe the court of the prieſts was 

not large enough. | 
65 And at that time Solomon held a feaſt, called. the 
feaſt of dedication, and all Iſrael with him, a great con- 
| tion from the entering in of Hamath unto the 
river of Egypt, before the Lon D our God, ſeven days 
and ſeven. days more for the feaſt of tabernacles, [even] 
fourteen days. Theſe peace offerings were offered during all 
theſe days, and ſerved to feaſt this great concourſe of people 
66 the whole time. On the eighth day, hat is, the day after 
' the feaſt of tabernacles was over, he ſent the people away: 
d they bleſſed the king, and went unto their tents 
joyful and glad of heart for all. the goodneſs that the 
RD had done for David his ſervant, and for Iſrael 
his people; they thanked the king for his kindneſs and care, 
eſpecially in eſtabliſhing the wworſbip of God; they prayed to 
Gad to profper his reign, and bleſſed him for all the great 
things that had been done for David, and his ſon, and all 
Jfrael, by their means. 


5 REFLECTIONS. 


1. TF we defire the ſucceſs of our prayers, and the con- 
tinuance of our proſperity, we muſt reform our 

ways and be obedient. Solomon in every branch of his 
prayer mentions this, to.remind the people of the terms of 
7 tance, and to preyent their mocking God, by aſking 
= his favour while they were diſobedient; and he particularly 
| | mentions 
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mentions it in the cloſe of his addreſs to them. To this 
purpoſe faith the pſalmiſt, F I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me. | 

2. The goodneſs and kindneſs of God to our fathers, is 
a ground to pray and hope that he will ſhow the ſame to us. 
We have heard with our ears, and our fathers have told us, what 
God has done in time paſt; and he has ſtill the ſame power 
and grace. Let us pray that the ſame bleſſing may deſcend 
on us; we need it as much as they ; but then we muſt imi- 
tate their piety and zeal, and endeavour even to exceed 
them. Then we may hope that the God of our fathers will 
bleſs us. 

3. The ſettlement of publick worſhip, and the tokens 
of the divine preſence in it, give great joy to every pious 
Iſraelite. What a pleaſure was it to the people to ſee the 
temple finiſhed, the ark brought into it, and God giving 
theſe evident tokens of his favour and acceptance; to ſee 
the king ſo joyful and devout, and every one fo well pleaſed! 
Thus, when our governors ſecure to us the liberty of pub- 
lick worſhip, when a ſpirit of devotion and zeal for the 
houſe of God prevails, and his people are made joyful in 
the houſe of prayer, there is great reaſon for Ineſs; 
and it ſhould be our prayer that this may be more and 
more our caſe. In every inſtance in which it is fo, the 
ſong of the prieſts and people ſhould be our's; he Lord is 
good, and his rgrcy endureth for ever, Amen. N 


| CHAP. IX. | 
God's anſwer to Solomon's prayer; the mutual preſents between 
him and Hiram; with ſome account of his buildings and 
I ND it came to paſs, when Solomon had finiſhed 
the building of the houſe of the Lox, and the 
king's houſe, and all Solomon's defire which he was 
2 pleaſed to do, That the Loxp appeared to Solomon the 
econd time, as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon, 


that 


348 L KINGS. IX. 


3 that is, in a dream by night? And the Lonp ſaid unto 
him, I have heard thy prayer and thy ſupplication, that 
thou haſt made before me ; I have hallowed this houſe, 
which thou haſt built, to put my name there for ever, 
by the cloud and the fire conſuming the ſacrifices; and mine 
eyes and mine heart ſhall be there perpetually, my 
gracious providence and tender love and care; but this de- 
4 pended upon his good behaviour. And if thou wilt walk 
before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of 
heart, and in uprightneſs, to do according to all that 
I have commanded thee, [and] wilt keep my ſtatutes, 
and my judgments; if thou wilt be as upright as David 
5 was in the main courſe of his life and reign, Then I will 
eſtabliſn the throne of thy kingdom upon Iſrael for 
ever, as I iſed to David thy father, ſaying, There 
| ſhall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Iſrael, 
#t 6 [But] if ye ſhall at all turn from following me, and re- 
Is volt to idolatry, ye or your children, and will not keep 
2" my commandments [and] my ſtatutes which I have ſet 
3 before you, but go and ſerve other gods, and worſhi 
| | 7 them: Then will I cut off Iſrael out of the land which 
"oh | have given them, I will drive them from thente 3 and 
8 this houſe, which 1 have hallowed for my name, will I 
| caſt out of my fight, remove my preſence from it; and Iſrael 
4 _ ſhall be a proverb, and a byword among all people: 
$ And at this houſe, [which] is high, that is, grand, 
'F ſplendid, and renowned for its many ſacrifices and worſhippers, 
_ every one that paſſeth by it ſhall be aſtoniſhed 4 irs 
3 unexpetted and wonderful ruin, and ſhall hiſs; and they 
. ſhall ſay, Why hath the Lonp done thus unto this 
+; 9 land, and to this houſe? And they ſhall anſwer, Be- 
73 | cauſe they forſook the Loxp their God, who brought 
oe | forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have 
_ /. taken hold upon other gods, and have worſhipped them, 
| ; . and 
It i thought this was after his er, the ſame 
3 2 — ſeems to intimate, i a it was ſome 
years after, when he had finiſhed all his buildings, and was in 
danger of growing proud; and therefore God gave him the cau- 


tion that follows. 
* It is a common proverb, that ſuch or ſuch perſons are as 


miſerable as Jews, 
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and ſerved them: therefore hath the Loxo brought 
upon them all this evil; the Jews ſhall be ſelf-condemned, 
and be forced to give an account of theſe calamities, which 
were owing to their own folly and revolt. 

10 And it came to paſs at the end of twenty years, when 
Solomon had built the two houſes, the houſe of the 

11 Log, and the king's houſe, ({Now] Hiram the king 
of Tyre had furniſhed Solomon with cedar trees and 
fir trees, and with gold, i exchange for wheat and oil, 
the commodities of, Canaan, according to all his defire,) 
that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in 

12 the land of Galilee.* And Hiram came out from Tyre 
to ſee the cities which Solomon had given him; and 


they pleaſed him not, and therefore he returned them back 


13 again, (2 Chron. viii. 2.) And he ſaid, What cities 
[are] theſe which thou haſt given me, my brother? 
And he called them the land of Cabul unto this day, 

14 that is, dirty, or diſpleaſing.” And Hiram ſent to the 
king ſixſcore talents of gold. No doubt Solomon made 
him a recompenſe ſome other way, as the offer of the cities 
was not agreeable ; and the correſpondence wiſely begun was 

- amicably ended. ; 

15 Andthis [is] the reaſon of the levy of men and money 
which king Solomon raiſed; for to. build the houſe of 
the Logp, and his own houſe, and Millo, and the wall 
of Jeruſalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer, 

16 [For] Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken 
Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and flain the Canaanites 
that dwelt in the city,* and given it [for] a preſent un- 

17 to his daughter, Solomon's wife. And Solomon built 


Gezer, 
* Theſe were inhabited by Canaanites, (as may ſeem by 2 Chros, 
viii. 2.) called in the New Teſtament Galilee of the tiles, 


d The land was exceedingly rich-and fruitful; but, as is general- 
ly the caſe with ſuch countries as have deep ſoil, the roads were 

irty. This did not ſuit the Tyrians, who delighted in trade, and 
did not chooſe country buſineſs. We find afterwards that Solomon 
ſent ſome Iſraelites there who inhabited them. 


© About fix hundred fifty ſeven thouſand and fifty two pounds 


ſterling. 

4 Some have ſuppoſed that they had behaved ill, and that 
Solomon, having his hands full of bufineſs, got his father in law 
to puniſh them, and extirpate the inhabitants. 
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18 Gezer, and Beth-horon the nether, And Baalath, and 
. Tadmor in the wilderneſs, in the land, in the north part 
19 of the country, in the land of Hamath, And all the cities 
of ſtore, that is, for corn and ammunition, that Solomon 
had, and cities for his chariots, and cities for - his 
horſemen, and that which Solomon deſired to build 
in Jeruſalem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of 
his dominion. 

20 [And] all the people [that were] left of the Amo- 
rites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebuſites, which 
[were] not of the children of Iſrael, but had forſaken 

their idolatry, (elſe David would have driven them out alſo), 

21 Their children that were left after them in the land, 

whom the children of Iſrael alſo were not able utterly 
to deſtroy, upon thoſe did Solomon levy a tribute of 

' bondfervice unto this day; hey became bearers of burdens, 

22 and hewers in the mountains. But of the children of Iſrael 
did Solomon make no bondmen : but they [were] men 
of war, and his ſervants, and his princes, and his cap- 
tains, and rulers of his chariots, and his horſemen ; 
the Hfaclites were put to no ſervile labour, but were 
officers of the court, governors of provinces and cities, cap- 

23 tains and ſoldiers. Theſe [were] the chief of the officers 
that [were] over Solomon's work, five. hundred and 

fifty, which bare rule over the people that wraught in 

the work. | * 

24 But Pharaoh's daughter came up out of-the Eity of 
David, unto her houſe which [Solomon] had built 

for her: then did he build Millo. TR $19 

25 And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt 
offerings, and peace offerings upon the altar which he 
built unto the Lorxp, and he burnt incenſe upon the 
altar that [was] before the Loxp. So he finiſhed the 
houſe. He never failed to keep the three ſolemn feaſts, and 
burn incenſe to the Lord, that is, it was provided at his 
ixpenſe, and burnt with a peculiar reference to him, 

| 26 And 

2 In 2 Chren. viii. 11. we find that this place was eſteemed 

peculiarly holy, becauſe the ark bad ſo long reſided there, It was 

not therefore fir that ſhe, who was a ſtranger, and probably had many 


Egyptiatis with her, who could not eafily forſake all their idbl- 
atrous practices, ſhould continut there, 
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26 And king Solomon made a navy of gp in Ezion- 
geber, which [is] beſide Eloth, on the ſhore of the 
Red ſea, in the land of Edom, which David had con- 
quered;, and perhaps the commerce was begun by David, as 

27 he had ſo much gold. And Hiram ſent in the navy his 

- ſervants, who were excellent ſailors, ſhipmen that had 
knowledge of the ſea, with the ſervants of Solomon. 

28 And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence 
gold, four hundred and twenty talents, and brought 
[it] to king Solomon.“ 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, HE caution which God gave Solomon in this 

| chapter, reminds us, that if we defire the con- 
tinuance of our privileges, we muſt be an obedient and 
holy people. No eſtabliſhment of the externals of religion, 
no ſplendour of the church, or forms of worſhip, can 
ſecure the divine favour, and lengthen our tranquillity, 
without obedience to God's laws and keeping his command- 
ments. Let us impreſs this truth upon our hearts, that we 
be not high minded but fear; and let every particular perſon 
remember, ' that doing the will of God 1s neceſſary to the 
acceptance of our prayers, and the continuance of the 
divine bleſſing. We ſee, 

2. The wiſdom of God in the different genius and in- 
clinations of men. Hiram and his men loved the ſtreets of 
Fyre better than the dirt of the country. The Iſraelites 
preferred the country to the town. Merchantmen and 
tradeſmen are pleaſed with the noiſe and hurry of the city 
and fea ports; while farmers love the quietneſs of the 
country. And in their different ways and occupations, 
they both contribute to the welfare of the land and the 

benefit 


f Learned men are not agreed where Ophir is fituated; but 
the length of the voyage to it, and the commodities brought 
from thence, naturally lead us to conclude it was ſomewhere in 
the Eaſt Indies; perhaps as far as China. In Chronicles it is ſaid 
there were four Lache and fifiy talents brought to the king, 
Perhaps thirty was the expenſe of the voyage, or were given to 
Hiram's ſervants; and the four hundred and twenty brought for 
Solomon's own uſe. This was a vaſt ſum, amounting to conſider- 
ably more than two millions. 

= 
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| benefit of their neighbours. Theſe different inclinations 


are appointed by providence to promote the happineſs of 
mankind, and his name is to be praiſed therein, 

3. Obſerve, for the honour of trade, that theſe two 
princes were employed in it. They thought it not beneath 
them to fit out ſhips and commence merchants. Solomon 
thought it no impeachment of his wiſdom, tho' he was the 
wiſeſt of men, nor a leſſening of his glory, tho' he was the 

icheſt and greateſt, to be a merchant, to go himſelf to his 
rt, and to ſee with his own eyes. This thames the folly 
and pride of thoſe, who, boaſting of their being noblemen 
and gentlemen, think that trade is a diſhonour. While 
many of them think it no diſhonour to be wicked, to be 
in debt, and to cheat and defraud all about them. Once 


4. Let merchantmen and tradeſmen remember what Solo- 
mon ſuggeſts, that wiſdom is the principal thing ; that true 
religion is the one thing needful. Solomon, who knew the 
ſweets of trade, 'and who brought in vaſt wealth by his 
navy, informs us, and we ſhould all attend to the admoni- 
tion, Prov. iii. 13—17. Happy is the man that findeth wiſ- 
dom, and the man that getieth underſtanding ; for the merchan- 


diſe of it is better than the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gain 


thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and 
all the things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared unto her, 
Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches 
and honour. Her ways are ways of pleaſanineſs, and all her 
paths- are peace. : 6 4a | | 


: 


E 


An account of Solomon's interview with the queen of Sheba, and 
of his «wealth and grandeur, | 

AND when the queen of Sheba® heard, perhaps 'by 

ſome of his ſhips which touched on her coaſts in their 

way 10 Ophir, of the fame of Solomon, of his wealth and 

| | wiſaom, 

5. Sheba was part of Arabia Felix, which lay ſouth of Canaan 

and 'therefore ſhe is called the queen of the ſouth. Her country was 

bounded by the ocean, and therefore ſhe is ſaid 4% come from the 

uitermoſt parts of the earth. | | 
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wiſdom, and concerning the name of the Loo, the great 
things he had done for the honour, worſhip, and ſervice 
of God, ſhe came to prove him with hard queſtions." 
2 And ſhe came to Jeruſalem with a very great train, 
with camels that bare ſpices, and very much gold, and 
precious ſtones: and when ſhe was come to Solomon, 
ſhe communed with him of all that was in her heart; 
3 ſhe had liberty to propoſe what queſtions ſhe pleaſed. And 
Solomon told her all her queſtions : there was not [any] 
thing hid from the king, which he told her not; he 


4 anſwered them all to her ſatisfaction. And when the =o 


of Sheba had ſeen all Solomon's wiſdom, and the houſe 
that he had built, he houſe or temple for God, and the 
5 palace for himſelf, And the meat of his table, and the 
ſitting of his fervants, and the attendance of his miniſ- 
tors and their apparel, and his cup bearers, the order of 
his family, his attendants and proviſions, and his aſcent by 
which he went up unto the houſe of the Loo, the grand 
walk or terrace from his own palace to the temple, there 
6 was no more ſpirit in her, ſhe was quite aſtoniſhed. And 
. the ſaid to the king, It was a true report that I heard 
7 in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wiſdom. How- 
beit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine 
eyes had ſeen [it:] and, behold, the half was not told 
me: thy wiſdom and proſperity exceedeth the fame 
which I heard; ſbe thought common fame might magnify 
things, and that what ſhe ſhould ſee would fall ſhort of what 
was told her; but it u exceeded it. Happy [are] thy 
men, thy ſubjects in general, happy [are] theſe thy ſer- 
vants, thy courtiers, which ftand continually before thee, 
[and] that hear thy wiſdom; not /o much becauſe of thy 
- wealth and honour, but as they have an opportunity of hear- 
9 ing thy wiſdom, and improving their minds. Bleſſed be the 
Loxrp thy God, which delighted in thee, to ſet thee on 
the throne of Iſrael : becauſe the Loxp loved Iſrael for 
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and 
uſtice. This was a graveggs ſolemn admonition both to him 
Vor. III. Z and 


t was an antient diverſion among princes to propoſe curious 


a 


and difficult queſtions, in order to try each other's ſagacity and 
mill a 
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benefit of their neighbours. Theſe different inclinations 
are appointed by providence to promote the happineſs of 
mankind, and his name is to be praiſed therein, 

3. Obſerve, for the honour of trade, that theſe two 
princes were employed in it. They thought it not beneath 
them to fit out ſhips and commence merchants. Solomon 
thought it no impeachment of his wiſdom, tho' he was the 


. wiſeſt of men, nor a leſſening of his glory, tho' he was the 


icheſt and greateſt, to be a merchant, to go himſelf to his 
rt, and to ſee with his own eyes. This thames the folly 
and pride of thoſe, who, boaſting of their being noblemen 
and gentlemen, think that trade is a diſhonour. While 
many of them think it no diſhonour to be wicked, to be 
in debt, and to cheat and defraud all about them. Once 
more, | 
4. Let merchantmen and tradeſmen remember what Solo- 
mon ſuggeſts, that wiſdom is the principal thing ; that true 


religion 1s the one thing needful. Solomon, who knew the 


ſweets of trade, 'and who brought in vaſt wealth by his 
navy, informs us, and we ſhould all attend to the admoni- 
tion, Prov. iii. 13—17. Happy is the man that findeth wiſ- 
dom, and the man that getieth underſtanding ; for the merchan- 
diſe of it is better than the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and 
all the things thou canſt defire are not to be compared unto her, 
Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches 
and honour. Her ways are ways of pleaſanineſs, and all her 


: 


£ 


CHAP. X. 


An account of Solomon's interview with the queen of Sheba, and 


of his wealth and grandeur, 


3 A ND when the queen of Sheba® heard, perhaps d 
ſome of his ſhips which touched on her coaſts in their 
way to Ophir, of the fame of Solomon, of his wealth and 
| "il 
5. Sheba was part of Arabia Felix, which lay ſouth of Canaan; 


and therefore ſhe is called the queen of the ſouth. Her country was 
bounded by the ocean, and therefore ſhe is ſaid 1% come from the 


witermoſt parts of the earth. ar 
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wiſdom, and concerning the name of the Log, the great 
things he had done for the honour, worſhip, and ſervice 

of God, ſhe came to prove him with hard queſtions." 

2 And ſhe came to Jeruſalem with a very great train, 
with camels that bare ſpices, and very much gold, and 
precious ſtones : and when ſhe was come to Solomon, 
ſhe communed with him of all that was in her heart; 
ſhe had liberty to propoſe what queſtions ſhe pleaſed. And 
Solomon told her all her queſtions : there was not [any] 
thing hid from the king, which he told her not; ke 
4 anfwered them all to her ſatisfafion. And when the queen 
Sheba had ſeen all Solomon's wiſdom, and the Fouls 

that he had built, he houſe or temple for God, and the 

5 palace for Himſelf And the meat of his table, and the 
fitting of his fervants, and the attendance of his miniſ- 
tors and their apparel, and his cup bearers, the order of 
his family, his attendants and proviſions, and his aſcent by 
which he went up unto the houſe of the Log, the grand 
walk or terrace from his own palace to the temple, there 


6 was no more ſpirit in her, ſhe was quite aſtoniſhed. And 


ſhe ſaid to the king, It was a true report that I heard 
7 in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wiſdom. How- 
beit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine 
eyes had ſeen [it:] and, behold, the half was not told 
me: thy wiſdom and proſperity exceedeth the fame 
which I heard; be thought common fame might magnify 
things, and that what ſhe ſhould ſee would fall ſhort of what 
was told her; but it greatly exceeded it. Happy [are] thy 
men, thy ſubjects in general, happy [are] theſe thy ſer- 
vants, thy courtiers, which ftand continually before thee, 
[and] that hear thy wiſdom; not /o much becauſe of thy 
- wealth and honour, but as they have an opportunity of hear- 
9 ing thy wiſdom, and improving their minds. Bleſſed be the 
Loxp thy God, which delighted in thee, to ſet thee on 
the throne of Iſrael : becauſe the Loxy loved Iſrael for 
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and 
"uſtice. This was a grave and ſolemn admonition both to him 
Vox. III. Z and 


It was an antient diverſion among princes to _ curious 
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and his people. They .ought to thank God who gave them 
ſuch a ting; and he ſhould remember, that all his wealih, 
Power, and wiſdom, were given him for the good of his ſub- 
_ Jtfs;, not to live in eaſe, ſplendour, and pleaſure; but to 
10 conſult their happineſs. And ſhe gave the king an hun- 
- dred and twenty talents of gold, and of ſpices very great 
ſtore, the produtts of her own country, and precious 
ſtones: there came no more ſuch abundance of ſpices 
| as theſe which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solo- 
11 mon. And the navy alſo of Hiram, that brought gold 
from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of 
almug trees, an hard wood like Brazil and precious 
12 ſtones. And the king made of the almug trees pillars 
for the houſe of the Lorp, or rails for the terrace, and 
for the king's houſe, harps alſo and pſalteries for 
fingers: there came no ſuch almug trees, nor were feen 
13 unto this day. And king Solomon gave unto the queen 
of Sheba, all her deſire, whatſoever ſhe aſked, any curio/ity 
ſhe had a mind to, beſides [that] which Solomon gave 
her of his royal bounty. So ſhe turned and went to her 
own country, ſhe and her ſervants. 
14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in 
one year was fix hundred threeſcore and fix talents of 
15 gold, worth c ably more than three millions, Beſides 
that he had] of the merchantmen, the inhabitants of the 
north, who brought the commodities of their own country, 
and of the traffick of the ſpice merchants, other mer- 
chants «who paid cuſtom, and of all the kings of Arabia, 
the princes who were tributary to um, and of the gover- 
nors of the country, the revenue which came in from the 
ſeveral provinces. 
16 And king Solomon made two hundred targets [of] 
beaten gold : fix hundred [ſhekels] of gold went to one 
17 target. And [he made] three hundred ſhields [of] 
' beaten gold; three pound of gold went to one ſhield : 
and the king put them in the houſe of the foreſt of 
Lebanon. 
| 18 Moreover 
k Theſe were probably deſigned to be carried before him when 


he went in ftate; at other times to be hung up in the grand hall 
at the houſe of Lebanon. | 
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18 Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and 
overlaid it, or rather, inlatd or ſtudded it, with the beſt 
19 gold. The throne had fix ſteps, and the top of the 
throne [was] round behind, a ſemicircle : and [there 
were] ſtays on either fide on the place of the ſeat, ZW 
arms, like an elbow chair, and two lions ſtood befide the 
20 ſtays, as large as life, for ſupporters, And twelve lions 
ſtood there on the one fide and on the other upon the 
fix ſteps, for ornament: there was not the like made in 
21 any kingdom. And all king Solomon's drinking veſſels 
were of gold, and all the veſſels of the houſe of the 
oreſt of Lebanon [were of] pure gold; none | were of] 
ſilver: it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solo- 
mon. We have then an account how Solomon came by all 
22 this wealth. For the king had at ſea a navy of Thar- 
ſhiſh, with the navy of Hiram: once in three years 
came the navy of Tharſhiſh, bringing gold, and filver, 
ivory, and apes, and peacocks, or parrots, which are ftill 
23 the commodities of that country. So king Solomon ex- 
ceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wiſ- 
24 dom. And all the earth ſought to Solomon, to hear his 
25 wiſdom, which God had put in his heart. And they 
brought every man his preſent, veſſels of filver, and q 
veſſels of gold, and garments, and armour, and ſpices, iY 
horſes, and mules, a rate year by year. The great men 1 
of neighbouring nations ſo highly eſteemed his wiſdom, that 
they courted his friendſhip, and ſent him preſents annually, as 
a token of reſpef?, and from a defire that the friendſhip and 
alliance might be continued. 
26 And Solomon gathered together chariots and horſe- 
men: and he had a thouſand and four hundred chariots, 
and twelve thouſand horſemen, whom he beſtowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the king at Jeruſalem ; 
to be ready on any emergency, as well as for ate. 
29 And the king made ſilver to be] in Jeruſalem as 
ſtones, and cedars made he [to be] as the ſycamore 
1 N 1 | trees, 
+ There were two fleets, one belonging to Hiram, in which 
Solomon had a ſharez and one belonging to Solomon, in which 
Hiram had a ſhare. Theſe failed thro' the ſtraits of Gibraltar 


quite to Guinea, . 


2. 


trees, or will fg nner, that [are] in x the vale for abun- 
2 6 3 al expreſſions for the great plenty of filver 


28 And N had horſes brought out of Egypt, and 

linen yarn: the king's merchants received the linen 

29 yarn at a price. And a chariot came up and went out 
of Egypt for fix hundred 3 of ſilver, and an 
horſe for an hundred and fifty : and ſo for all the kings 
of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, did they 
bring [them] out by their means, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


OW ſolicitous ſhould we be to ſeek wiſdom, el- 

y of thoſe who are moſt eminent for it. 

Many travel for wealth, curiofity and cuſtom; this 2 
traveled for a nobler end, to learn wiſdom; per 

gain the knowledge of Jehovah and his ſervice; an ra 

it much pains and coſt about it. Let us defire to learn wi. 

dom whatever it may coſt us, efpecially from Jeſus Chriſt, 

who lay in the boſom of the Father, in whom are hid all the 

treaſures of * and knowledge. Many are fonder of dif. 

ng hard queſtions, than gaining uſeful knowledge; but 

let us © ook true wiſdom. We have no need to travel far 

for it. We have in our Bible what is moſt important and 

rt enn 96.2000 05, . xi. 42. We 


2. Thehap inefs of thoſe who have the opportunities of 
e and piety. Happy are thy people, happy are theſe 
thy 


A chew an account of his commerce with Egypt. It 
is rather SO” expreſſed. Some tranſlate linen yarn to be 
toll or cuſfom. I underſtand it thus: as Egypt was famous for 
horſes, the king would not ſuffer them to be exported without a 
large tribute. For this Solomon compounded with him for ſo 
much -a year; ſo. his merchants went down and bought and fold 
them to neighbouring ſtates and princes, each horſe at about 
eighteen pounds. Some think it was ſo much duty ; and a cha- 
riot, in which was four horſes, was fix hundred ſhekels, that is, 
about ſeventy four pounds. I think this was a duty rather than 
the price, It may ſeem extravagant; but money was then very 
plentiful. Thus Solomon enriched his own country, and nn 
the great friend and * of trade. 
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thy ſervants! And thus happy are the ſervants who live in 
religious families, if they did but know how to value and 
improve their privileges, far ſuperior to any advantages of 
this world. Happy are the ſervants of God, who dwell in 
his houſe, eat at his table, behold his glory in his temple, 
and have ſo many opportunities of growing wiſe to ſalvati- 
on. Above all, blefſed are they who dwell in his houſe 
above, who ſee his face, and fing his praiſe. 

3. The reflection which the queen of Sheba made on 
Solomon's advancement, is applicable to Chriſt. God de- 
lighted in him, therefore made him king of the church, 
and empowered him to communicate happineſs to men. 
Out of love to mankind God hath made him king, to fave 
them from ruin; to govern them by his wiſe and wholeſome 
laws, and make all that are dutiful, loyal, and obedient, 
CY and eternally happy. This demands our warmeſt 
praiſe. Thanks be to God for this W ge f ,'; 

4. We may reflect once more, how good a judge Solo- 
mon was wherein true happineſs conſiſted, and what regard 


ſhould be paid to his judgment who declared, that vanity 


of vanities all was vanity : and he wrote a whole book to 
prove this. May we learn wiſdom of him; and make a 
right eſtimate of the world, and all that is in the world: 
Real religion will make us happier than he was with all his 
wealth and honours. | 


C HAP. XI. 


Me have ſeen Solomon in the height of his glory, but here is a 
melancholy alteration. We are now to read of his degeneracy ; 
of God's diſpleaſure and threatening to im; of the enemies 

God raiſed up againſt him; and of his death and ſucceſſor. 

1 TD UT king Solomon loved many ftrange women, 

B together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, [and] 

2 Hittites ; Of the nations [concerning] which the Lozp 
faid unto the children of Iſrael, Ye ſhall not go in to 
them, neither ſhall they youu in unto you: [for] ſurely 


3 they 
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they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solo. 
mon clave unto theſe in love. He was guilty of two fins 
againſt the law; the one was in a multiplicity of wives, the 
3 other in taking ſtrange women. And he had ſeven hun- 
dred wives, princeſſes, and three hundred concubines : 
and his wives turned away his heart. Theſe were taken 
for ſlate and pomp; as eaſtern princes to this day have a 
great number of wives, many of whom perhaps they «ſcarce 
4 ever ſee, For it came to paſs, when Solomon was old, 
[that] his wives turned away his heart after other gods: 
and his heart was not perfect with the Lorp his God, 
as [was] the heart of David his father. He did not re- 
nounce Fehovah, but joined the worſhip of other gods with 
him ; he allowed his wives to do it at firſt privately, and 
then more openly, He attended himſelf in ſome inſtances out 
of complaiſance, or partogk of their feaſts; which he never 
would have done if his mind had not been depraved by ſenſual 
5 Pleaſures. For Solomon went after Aſhtoreth the god- 
dees of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomina-. 
6 tion of the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the 
fight of the Loxp, and went not fully after the Lox, 
as [did] David his father; he was not lite David, who 
1 1 to the worſhip of Cod, and never joined in idolatry, 
7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemoſh, 
the abomination of Moab, in the hill that [is] before 
_ _- Jeruſalem, and for Molech the abomination of the 
8 children of Ammon.“ And likewiſe did he for all his 
ſtrange wives, which burnt incenſe and facrificed unto 
their gods; 7o oblige them all, he had ſome image or temple 

to the honour of their ſeveral gods. 
9 And the Logp was angry with Solomon, becauſe his 
heart was turned from the Loxp God of Iſrael, which 
had appeared unto him twice; at Gibeon, and at Jeruſa- 
10 lem after the prayer at the dedication of the temple. And 
had commanded him expreſsly, at both thoſe appearances, ' 
concerning this thing, that he ſhould not go after other 
gods: but he kept not that which the Loxp command- 


? 


I This was done on mount Olivet, in fight of the temple and 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem; he was not quite ſo bad as to do iz 
there; and this place continued till the Uo of Joſiah, | 


j 
4 
| 
B 
| 
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1x ed. Wherefore the Loxo ſaid unto Solomon, Foraſ- 
much as this is done of thee, and thou haſt not kept my 
covenant and my ſtatutes, which I have commanded 
thee, I will ſurely rend the kingdom from thee, and 
12 will give it to thy ſervant Jeroboam. Notwithſtanding 
in thy days I will not do it for David thy father's fake; 
to humble him ſtill more, he tells him he did not do it for his 
ſake, but for his father David's: | but] I will rend it out 
13 of the hand of thy ſon. Howbeit I will not rend away 
all the kingdom; [ but] will give one tribe to thy ſon 
for David my ſervant's ſake, and for Jeruſalem's fake 
which I have choſen.” | 
14 And the Loxp ſtirred up an adverſary unto Sol 
mon, in his old age, when he moſt deſirous of reſt and quiet, 
Hadad the Edomite: he [was] of the kingis ſeed in 
15 Edom. For it came to paſs, when David was in Edom, 
and Joab-the captain of the hoſt was gone up to bury 
16 the ſlain, after he had ſmitten every male in Edom ; (For 
fix months did Joab remain there with all Iſrael, until 


17 he had cut off every male in Edom :) That Hadad fled, 


he and certain Edomites of his father's ſervants with 
him, to go into Egypt; Hadad [being] yet a little 
18 child. And they aroſe out of Midian, and came to 
Paran, where he waited to ſee whether Pharaoh would re- 

- ceive them: and they took men with them out of Paran, 
he hired men, that he might appear like à prince, and have 

an equipage - ſuitable to his quality; and they came to E- 
gypt, unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; which gave him 
an houſe, and appointed him victuals, and gave him 

19 land. And Hadad found great favour in the fight of 
- Pharaoh, ſo that he gave him to wife the fiſter of his 
20 own wife, the ſiſter of Tahpenes the queen.“ And the 
fiſter of Tahpenes bare him Genubath his ſon, whom 
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's houſe : and Genubath 
was in Pharaoh's houſehold among the ſons of Pharaoh, 

| Z. 4 | who 
This was another mitigation of the puniſhment, that he would 
not rend all; but till this humbling circumſtance is added, that 
it was for David's ſake, and Jeruſalem's ſake, 8 
 ® Some think he met with the more favourable reception, as 


he might bring with him the knowledge of ſome arts or ſciences, 
which the Egyptians wanted. 
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21 who ſhowed great es to the child. And when Hadad 
heard in Egypt that David ſlept with his fathers, and 
that Joab the captain of the hoſt was dead, Hadad ſaid 
to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to mine 

22 own country. Then Pharaoh ſaid unto him, But what 
haſt thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou ſeekeſt to 
50 to thine own country? And he anſwered, Nothing: 

owbeit let me go in any wiſe.” 0 

23 And God ſtirred him up [another] adverſary, Rezon, 
the ſon of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer 
king of Zobah; he was a general who fled when his army 

24 was beaten by David: And he gathered men unto him, 

and became captain over a band, when David flew them 
[of Zobah:] and they went to Damaſcus, and dwelt 

25 therein, and reigned in Damaſcus.“ And he was an 
adverſary to Iſrael all the days of Solomon, beſides the 
miſchief that Hadad-[did:] and he abhorred Iſrael, 

and reigned over Syria: e was encouraged by Hadad, and 

., brought the country round about Damaſcus into ſubjectian. 

26 And Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, an Ephrathite of 
Zereda, Solomon's ſervant, @ great officer of ftate, (v.28. 
cl. ix. 22.) whoſe mother's name I was] Zeruah, a widow 
woman, even he lifted up [his] | againſt the king; 
nat in open rebellion, but ſecretly ſowed the ſeeds of diſcord 

aud fattion in the tribes of which he was receiver general. 

27 And this [was] the cauſe that he lifted up [his] hand 
againſt the king: Solomon built Millo, [and] repaired 

28 the breaches of the city of David his father. And the 
man Jeroboam [was] a mighty man of valour: and 
Solomon feeing the young man that he was induſtrious, 

he made him ruler over all the charge of the houſe of 
Joleph. Solomon went to ſee the work, and perceiving him 
| | wy” 
o It ſeems that Joab was as much dreaded as David, after that 
terrible execution of the Edomites. | | 
 Hadad accordingly went home; and, probably at Pharaoh's 
interceſſion, Solomon permitted him to ſtay, and he became tributary 
to him. But towards the cloſe of Solomon's reign, when he be- 
gan to be old and negligent, he revolted, and grew troubleſome, 
in order to avenge the blood of his countrymen. 
4 David kept a garriſon at Damaſcus; but when Solomon was 


grown old, he neglected his conqueſts, ſo that Rezon eafily re. 
covered the city. ; 
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ts be a diligent, attive, bold man, made him receiver general 
29 of Ephraim and Manaſſen. And it came to pals at that 

time when Jeroboam went out of Jeruſalem, where hie 
nad been to ſettle his accounts, that the prophet Ahijah the 

- Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad him- 
ſelf with a new garment, hat he might appear at court in 

4 ſuitable dreſs; and they two [were] alone in the field, 

30 the ſervants perhaps being ſent forward: And Ahijah 
caught the new garment that [was] on him, and rent it 
ſin] twelve pieces, as a prophetical fign, which he pro- 

31 ceeded to explain. And he ſaid to Jeroboam, Take thee 
ten pieces: for thus faith the Log, the God of Iſrael, 
Behold, 1 will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 

32 Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: (But he 


ſhall have one tribe” for my ſervant David's fake, and 


for Jeruſalem's ſake, the city which I have choſen out 
33 of all the tribes of Iſrael :) Becauſe that they have for- 
ſaken me, and have worſhipped Aſhtoreth the god- 
deſs of the Zidonians, Chemoſh the god of the Moa- 
bites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, 
and have not walked in my ways, to do [that which is] 
right in mine eyes, and [to keep] my ſtatutes and my 


34 judgments, as [did] David his father. Howbeit I will 


not take the whole kingdom out of his hand: but I will 
make him prince all the days of his life for David my 
ſervant's ſake, whom I choſe, becauſe he kept my 
35 commandments and my ſtatutes :* But I will take the 
kingdom out of his ſon's hand, and will give it unto 
36 thee, [even] ten tribes. And unto his ſon I will give 
one tribe, that David my ſervant may have a light al- 
ways before me in Jeruſalem, the city which I have 
choſen me to put my name there; that there may be a 
ſucceſſion of kings to guide my people, and chear them by their 
| | com- 
He had in fact two tribes, Benjamin being mixed with Judah, 
Jeruſalem ſtood partly in both of them; they were however reckon» 
ed but one tribe, Benjamin being ſmall, 


Many of the people were led away, eſpecially the courtiers, 


who generally will be of the king's religion. 

Y This was an admonition to Jeroboam not to moleſt Solomon 
all his days, nor imitate his example in becoming an idolater ; 
elſe he would forfeit his privileges likewiſe, | | 
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37 comfortable influence. And I will take thee from thy pre. 
ſent ſtation, and thou ſhait reign according to all that 
thy ſoul defireth, in @ flouriſhing kingdom, and ſhalt be 

38 king over Iſrael, but not over Judah. And it ſhall be, 
if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and 
wilt walk in my ways, and do [that is] right in my 

_ fight, to keep my ſtatutes and my commandments, as 
David my ſervant did; that I will be with thee, and 
build thee a ſure houſe, as I built for David, and will 

39 give Iſrael unto thee. And I will for this afflict the ſeed 
of David, but not for ever. His kingdom ſhall remain and 
return from captivity ; and at length be eftabliſhed for ever, 

40 in the Meſſiah, as the jewiſh writers interpret it. Solo- 

mon ſought therefore to kill Jeroboam.* And Jero- 

boam aroſe, and fled into Egypt, unto Shiſhak king of 

pt, a new king, perhaps no relation to the former; one 
who looked with a greedy eye upon Solomon's wealth; and 
after his death came and took a great part of it away; and 

Teroboam was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 

41 And the reſt of the acts of Solomon, and all that he 

did, and his wiſdom, [are] they not written in the 

42 book of the acts of Solomon? And the time that Solo- 
mon reigned in Jeruſalem over all Iſrael [was] forty 

43 years. And Solomon flept with his fathers, and-was 
buried in the city of David his father : and Rehoboam 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. ROM hence we learn, the dreadful conſequences 
| of indulging fleſhly luſts. Who would have thought 
this great and wiſe man could have been fo ſadly enſnared. 
After all the warnings he gave others, he became a ſlave to 
his appetite. What ſignified all his wiſdom, when his 
paſſions ran away with him! This melancholy ſtory con- 
tains an awful admonition to us all. Let not thoſe who are 
advanced in years think themſelves quite ſecure; tho” theſe 
are properly youthful luſts, and are then moſt dangerous, 

yet 


This was a fign of dotage; perhaps the prophet made no 
ſecret of it, or gave Jeroboam no injunction to conceal it. 
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yet caution is neceſſary for all, Dearly beloved, I beſeech you, 
43 Pilgrims and ſtrangers, abſtain from fleſhly luſts which war 
againſt the ſoul, . 

2, In proportion to our privileges and advantages, is 
our guilt increaſed, if we break the commands of God. 
Solomon had great advantages by David's example and in- 
ſtructions; this aggravated his folly. Children of godly 
parents ſhould. beware; and ſerve the God of their fathers, 
and walk in their pious ſteps, It is obſerved that God ap- 

ed to him twice. Let us remember that God obſerves 
— often he has appeared to and for us; in the bounties 
of providence, in the checks of conſcience, in the work- 
ings of the ſpirit, and admonitions of his word. This ag- 
gravates our guilt if we forget him, and have our hearts 
turned away from him. ; 

3. All who fin againſt God injure their own peace and 

_ happineſs. While Solomon was virtuous, there was no 
adverſary or evil occurrence; but when he revolted, various 
enemies were ſtirred up; God reſerved this ſcourge for 
him, and when he revolted, they corrected him. Peace 
ends when impiety and laſciviouſneſs begin. Sin not only 
ſeparates between God and the ſoul, but arms innumerable 


„ * r yum” ww 0 — WW . - 


enemies againſt us. Therefore, 

4. Let thoſe who have made the moſt publick pro- 
feſſions of religion, and ſhown great zeal in it, continue on 
their guard, left they depart from God. How excellent] 
well did Solomon begin his reign! with how much ſeriouſ- 
neſs! and what a 1 did he offer! But how ſadly was 


his glory tarniſhed by what is here told! it made him to ſet 
ina cloud. Let him then that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed 
keſt he fall. And let us all uſe great caution and watchful- 
neſs, even to the end of life. | 
5. Whatever the chriſtian's enjoyments or comforts in 
this life are, he ſhould long to be at home. The conduct 
of this Edomite ſuggeſts this to us, v. 22, He lived in 
eaſe, pomp, and ſplendour, and wanted nothing; but. ſtill 
he ſays, Let me go. This world is not the chriſtian's home 
or reſt; their hearts and affections breathe after heaven; 
they deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which is far better. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The. people's petition to Rehoboam, and his fooliſb anfeer ; 2 
revolt of the ten tribes from the houſe of David under Jero- 
boam, and the ſinful methods he took to eftabliſh his kingdom. 


1 AND Rehoboam went to Shechem : for all Iſrael 
were come to Shechem to make him king.“ 
2 And itcame to paſs, when Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
who was yet in Egypt, heard [of it,] (for he was fled 
from the preſence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam 
g dwelt in Egypt ;) That they ſent and called him; know- 
ing kis diſaffection to the family of Solomon, the elders and 
heads of tribes ſent for him, defiring the preſence and aſſiſtance 
f a man who had ſo muck reputation and intereſt. And 
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Iſrael came, and 
4 ſpake unto Rehoboam, ſaying, Thy father made our 
yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous 
ſervice of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put 
5 upon us, lighter, and we will ſerve thee.* And he faid 
unto them, Depart yet ¶ for] three days, then come 
again to me; he took time to enquire and examine into the 
truth of their allegation. And the people departed, 
6 And king Rehoboam conſulted with the old men, 
that ined Toles Solomon his father, while he yet 
' lived, his old privy counſellors, and faid, How do ye 
7 adviſe that I may anſwer this people? And-they ſpake 
unto him ſaying, If thou wilt be a ſervant unto this 
people this day, and wilt ſerve them, and anſwer them, 
and ſpeak good words to them, then they will be thy 
ſervants for ever; give them condeſcending and obliging 
anſwers, and thou wilt win their hearts, and prevent their 
8 revolt, © But he forſook the counſel of the old men, 
itte which 
„ The people were diſpoſed to revolt, and therefore met at 
Shechem, which was in the center of the kingdom, to make him 
ing, upon condition that he would redreſs their grievances. 
Their complaint was not of his idolatry, but heavy taxes 
and oppreſſion, We ſhould imagine this complaint was ground- 


lefs, unleſs his immoderate expenſe in maintaining ſuch a tribe of 
females might burden the people, or the defence of his kingdom 


againſt his enemies, mentioned before. 
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which they had given him, and conſulted with the 
young men that were grown up with him, about his own 
age, [ and] which ſtood before him, whom he was fond of: 
9 And he ſaid unto them, What counſel give ye that we 
may anſwer this people, who have ſpoken to me, ſay- 
ing, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us 
10 lighter? And the young men that were grown up with 
him thought the old men were timorous, and had therefore 
put him upon acknowledging tus father's oppreſſion, and they 
ſpake unto him, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſpeak unto 
this people that ſpake unto thee, ſaying, Thy father 
made our yoke heavy, but make thou [it] lighter unto 
us; thus ſhalt thou ſay unto them, My little [finger] 
ſhall be thicker than my father's loins; I am determined 

to lay burdens upon you, as much heavier as a man's loins 

11 are larger than his little finger. And now whereas my 
father did lade you with a * yoke, I will add to 
our yoke: my father hath chaſtiſed you with whips, but 

12 I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions.” So Jeroboam and 
all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the 
king had appointed, ſaying, Come to me again the 

13 third day. And the king anſwered the people roughly, 
and forſook the old men's counſel that they gave him; 

14 And ſpake to them after the counſel of the young men, 
_ ſaying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will 
add to your yoke; my father [alſo] chaſtiſed you with 
whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. Thus he 
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like a king; and thought to . why them to obedience by this 
15 bluſtering language, Wherefore the king hearkened not 
- unto the people; for the cauſe was from the Lox, that 
he might perform his ſaying, which the Lob ſpake 
by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat; God infatuated his counſels to anſwer his own pur- 

Poſe and fulfil his word. 
So when all Iſrael ſaw that the king hearkened not 
unto them, the people anſwered the king, faying, 
What portion have we in David? neither [have we}: 
inheritance 


'V Theſe were a ſort of laſhes with pieces of iron fixed at the 
end, like a ſpur rowel, as ſome jewiſh writers deſcribe them. 
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took their fooliſh advice, and anſwered like a tyrant, not 


—— 
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inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe: to your tents, O Iſrael 1 ' 
now ſee to thine own houſe, David. So Iſrael departed 

17 unto their tents.* But [as for] the children of Iſrael 
which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned 

18 over them. Then king Rehoboam ſent Adoram, who 
[was] over the tribute; and all Iſrael ſtoned him with 

nes, that he died.* Therefore king Rehoboam made 
ſpeed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jeruſalem, 

19 apprehending the ſtorm wauld next fall upon im. So Iſ- 
rael rebelled againſt the houſe of David unto this day, 

20 and would not be governed by any of his race. And it came 
to paſs, when Ki Ifrael heard that Jeroboam was come 
again, that they ſent and called him unto the congrega- 
tion, and made him king over all Iſrael, without any 
expreſs condition that appears, except a promiſe to eaſe them: 
there was none that followed the houſe of David, but 
the tribe of Judah only. 

21 And when Rehoboam was come to Jeruſalem, he 
aſſembled all the houſe of Judah, with the tribe of 
Benjamin, an hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen 
men, which were warriors, to fight againſt the houſe of 
Iſrael, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the 

22 ſon of Solomon. But the word of God came unto She- 

23 maiah the man of God, ſaying, Speak unto Reho- 
boam, the ſon of Solomon, king of Judah, -and unto 
all the houſe of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rem- 

24 nant of the people, ſaying, Thus faith the —_— 

| | Il 


They here renounce their allegiance to David and his family, 
and call him in contempt the ſon of Jeſſe; intimating, that Re- 
hoboam, big as he talked, deſcended from a family as obſcure 
as any of their's, and in a taunting way bid him take care of 
himſelf, and they would take care of themſelves. a 

* He here tries another method to recover them, but it was 
a very fooliſh one; heavy taxes were what they complained of, 
and he ſends Adoram the collector, the moſt obnoxious man in 
the whole kingdom, Perhaps he thought they would regard a 
venerable old man, who was a ſervant to David and Solomon, 
and now near an hundred years old ; but in the height of their 
© reſentment they ſtoned Eim that he died. 

d When he found perſuaſion would not do, he tries what force 
could effect. The men of Judah had a ftrong attachment to the 
houſe of David, who was one of their tribe, and they determin- 
ed to attack them before the new king was ſettled. 
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ſhall not go up, nor fight againſt your brethren the 


children of Iſrael :- return every man to his houſe, for 

this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to 

the word of the Loxp, and returned to depart, accord- 

ing to the word of,the Lox D. 

23 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, 
where he cas choſen king, and fortified it for a royal city, 
and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and 
built Penuel, /ome other fortification, knowing the people 

26 were fickle. And Jeroboam ſaid in his heart, reaſon- 
ed with himſelf, conſulted his 'own imaginations and carnal 
policies, not God's pleaſure, and ſaid, Now ſhall the king- 

27 dom return to the houſe of David: If this people go 
up to do ſacrifice in the houſe of the Loxp at Jeru- 
falem, at the three great feaſts, and other ſolemn occaſions, the 
ſplendour of the city, the remembrance of David and Solo- 
mon, the perſuaſion of the prieſts and Levites, will conſpire 
to lead them to unite with Judah again; and then ſhall 
the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, 
[even] unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they ſhall 
kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 

28 Whereupon the king took counſel, and he made two 
calves [of] gold, like the deities of the Egyptians, among 
whom he dwelt,* and ſaid unto them, It is too much 
for you to go up to Jeruſalem: behold thy gods, O 
Iſrael, a repreſentation of the God of Iſrael, which brought 

29 thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he ſet the one 
in Beth-el, in the ſouth, a place noted for God's appear- 
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famous for Micah*s Teraphim ;, both at a great diſtance from 
Rehoboam, as they choſe to be ſecure from aſſaults in their 


YT iv 


ning of ſhameful idolatry, and made Iſrael to fin: for the 


; people went [to worſhip] before the one, [even] unto 
a | Dan, 
4 © Theſe were not deſigned to be worſhipped as God, like the 
- Egyptian idols, but only as a medium of divine worſhip, or as 

an image of the true God, like Aaron's calf; and thus he 
* ſtrengthened his alliance with Egypt. Tho' God had promiſed him 
- a ſure houſe if he did not revolt, yet thus fooliſhly and wicked. 
a, ly he broke the commands of God, and in this he pretended to 


conſult the eaſe of the people, 


ance to Jacob, and the other put he in Dan, in the north, 


30 worſhip, And this thing became a fin, it was the begin- 


31 Dan, with the greateſt zeal. And he made an houſe of 


high places, a /emple and altar like that at Feruſalem, and 
made prieſts of the loweſt of the people, which were 
not oft the ſons of Levi; or, out of all the people without 
diſtinction, leſt if they had kept it to the Levites, they ſhould 
bring them again to God's temple and altar at Jeruſalem. 
32 And Jeroboam ordained a feaſt of tabernacles in the 
eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like 
unto the feaſt that [is] in Judah, he kept the feaſt, but 
ed the ſeaſon, and he offered upon the altar. So 
did he in Beth-el, ſacrificing unto the calves that he had 
made; he not only ſet up calves and an altar, but offered 
ſacrifices and burnt incenſe himſelf: and he placed in 
Beth-el the prieſts of the high places which he had 
33 made. So he offered upon the altar which he had made 
in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth month, [even] 
in the month which he had deviſed of his own heart: 
and ordained a feaſt unto the children of Iſrael, and he 
offered upon the altar, and burnt incenſe. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E here ſee that wiſe men ſometimes leave be- 
N hind them fooliſh children. Rehoboam was 
born in the firſt year of Solomon's reign; ſo that he was 
now forty years old. He had ſuch advantages for im- 
provement in divine and human literature, and in all wiſ- 
dom, as was very extraordinary, no prince had greater. 
Yet he acted a mad and fooliſh part. Parents ſhould take 
due care in the education of children, but ſhould not raiſe 
their expectations too high. They know not how they may 
prove. This, particularly, is a reaſon why they ſhould 
not be concerned to heap up too much wealth for them; 
becauſe it is only putting inſtruments of vice into their 
hands, if they are wicked. Eccles. ii. 18, 19. 


2. The readieſt way for young men to be ruined, is to 


follow 


e gad 2 Clres. A. 14. that becauſe the Levites would' nor 


join with him he expelled them, and gave their poſſeſſions to his 
prieſts; and they. went over to Rehoboam, and all the devout Iſ- 
raclites with them, and thus ſtrengthened the kingdom of Reho- 
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follow the advice of their gay companions, and reje& the 


counſel of the more wiſe and experienced. The former en- 
courage them in their folly ; teach them to be proud and 
ſelf-willed ; to abhor and caſt off the moſt equitable re- 
ſtraints. The latter exhort them to be thoughttul, ſerious 
and ſober-minded. It is of the greateſt importance whoſe 
counſel young men hearken to. Thoſe are not their beſt 
friends who know how to make them merry, for that will 
not make them happy. If, as Mr. Hzxzy obſerves, you 
reckon thoſe your beſt friends who feed your 7 gra- 
tify your vanity, and further you in your ſinful pleaſures, 


you are already marked for ruin.“ He that walketh with wiſe 
nen. ſhall be wiſe, but a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 


3. Proud, imperious, violent language, alienates men's 
affections, and diſpoſes them to rebel. The old men had 
learned of their maſter Solomon that a /oft anſwer turneth 
away wrath ; and it had been well for Rehoboam had he 
taken their advice. But he was headſtrong and imperious, and 
ſo loſt the affections of his people, and the greateſt part of 
his kingdom. Let us learn from this, to open our mouth 
with gentleneſs and kindneſs. Let huſbands never be bitter 
againſt their wives, nor fathers againſt their children, nor 
maſters againſt their ſeryants. Men love to be ſpoken fair 
to; and gentleneſs will do what inſolence and violence will 
never do. Condeſcenſion and affability win men's hearts; 
and before honour is humility. 

4. Whatever ſchemes and projects there are in the hearts 


of men, God is by them fulfilling his own work. Rehoboam 


intended to ſhow his ſpirit and authority, Jeroboam to 
gain a kingdom, and the Iſraelites to get free of their taxes; 
ut 


God was bringing about his own purpoſes. So will he 


over-rule the ſchemes of the politicians of every age, and 
all the ferments of the people, to promote, one way or 
other, his -own cauſe. There be many devices in the heart of 
man; but the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall land. | 

5. However the commands of God may croſs. our in- 


clinations, or injure our preſent intereſt, it is our wiſdom 


and duty to obey them. Thus Rehoboam and thoſe who 
adhered to him did. When the prophet commanded them, 
they defiſted, tho* they might probably have ſycceeded 3 
Vol. III. Aa | at 


dw 


370 I. KINGS. XIII. 


at leaſt it would be brave and honourable to attempt it. It 
is dangerous work to be overtaken in any thing contrary 
to the commands or will of God; and they certainly con- 
ſult their own happineſs on the whole, who keep cloſe to 
divine directions. | 
6. The conduct of the pious Iſraelites is highly com- 
mendable, in adhering to the Levites, when Jeroboam caſt 
them out, 2 Chron. xi. 16. It was much to their honour 
that they were not carried away with the throng, did not 
join in Jeroboam's idolatry, but fled with their deſpiſed, 
ecuted miniſters, to join in the pure worſhip of God at 
Jeruſalem. Every pious Iſraelite thought himſelf obliged 
to own them, and ſtand by them. All who act thus, ſhow 
a noble ſpirit; and may it continue among us and our 
poſterity ! Let as ſtand faſt in the liberty with which Chriſt 
hath made us free. | 
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We have here the meſſage of a prophet, delivered by divine 
- direftion ; the unhappy manner in which he was ſeduced ; the 
ſentence «which was paſſed upon him, and the execution of it; 
and an account of Feroboam's continued wickedneſs. 


I N D, behold, there came a man of God out of 
A Judah by the word of the Lon, by divine com- 

| „ unto Beth- el: and Jeroboam ſtood. by the altar 
2 to burn incenſe, on a feaſt day: And he cried againſt the 
altar in the word of the Loxp, and faid, O altar, altar, 
thus faith the Lorp; Behold, a child ſhall be born unto 
the houſe of David, whom Feroboam hath deſpiſed and de- 
ſerted, Jofiah by name; and upon thee ſhall he offer the 
, prieſts of the high places that burn incenſe upon thee, 


| 12 and men's bones ſhall be burnt upon thee ; ke ball flay 


the prieſts, and burn their bones, and thus defile the altar.“ 
3 And he gave a ſign the ſame day, as an evidence that the 
r ſhould be fulfilled in due time, ſaying, This [15] the 
© This he did about three hundred and fixty years after. See 
2 Kings uli. 15, 16. 7 | : F n 
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ſhall be rent, and the aſhes that [are] upon it ſhall be 

poured out. 

4 And it came to paſs when king Jeroboam heard the 
ſaying of the man of God, which had cried againſt the 
altar in Beth-el, that he put forth his hand from the 
altar to point him out, ſaying, Lay hold on him. And 
his hand, which he put forth againſt him, dried up, 

5 ſo that he could not pull it in again to him. The altar 
alſo was rent, and the aſhes poured out from the altar, 
according to the fign which the man of God had given 
by the word of the Lorp. This probably was done by 
lightning, to denote God's diſpleaſure, and as a demonſtration 

6 of his ſupreme power. And the king anſwered and ſaid 
unto the man of God, Intreat now the face of the 
Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may 
be reſtored me again; beſeech God to change his countenance, 

and lock favourably upon me. And the man of God, 10 
that he had no ill-will, and came only for his reforma- 

tion, beſought the Loxp; and the king's hand was re- 

ſtored him again, and became as [it was] before. 
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by 7 And the king ſaid unto the man of God, Come 
1 home with me, and refreſh thyſelf, and I will give thee 
8' a reward. And the man of God faid unto the king, If 
thou wilt give me half thine houſe, I will not go in 
f ; with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in 
4 9 this place: For ſo was it charged me by the word of 
. the Lon, ſaying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, have 
U no communion with them, in deteſtation of their idolatry, 
£ nor turn again by the ſame way that thou cameſt; abhor 
0 | even the way that led thee to the fight of ſuch abominations : 
= 10-So he went another way, and returned not by the way 
ie. that he came to Beth-e].* 
e, 11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth- el; and his 
2 Aa 2 ſons 
7 f Jeroboam diſcovers no change of heart. He would thank and 
5 reward the inſtrument, but ſhows no regard to God, | 
he The prophet might have urged a plauſible excuſe for ſaying, 
n in hopes that he might have reformed Iſrael, and reclaimed the 
king. while under the impreſſion of this miracle; and that his 


0 preſence and exhortations might turn to ſome good account: but 
all was given up, when the command of God was otherwiſe. 
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fign which the Lozxp hath ſpoken; Behold, the altar 
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ſons came and told him all the works that the man of 
Sod had done that day in Beth-el: the words which he 
had ſpoken unto the king, them they told alſo to their 

12 father. And their father ſaid unto them, What way 
went he? For his ſons had ſeen what way the man of 
13 God went, which came from Judah. And he ſaid un- 
to his ſons, Saddle me the aſs. So they ſaddled him 

14 the aſs; and he rode thereon, And went after the man 
of God, and found him fitting under an oak, tired with 

his journey and hungry, ſo that he would more eaſily hearken 

to the temptation : and he ſaid unto him, [Art] thou the 
man of God that cameſt from Judah? And he faid, I 
15 [am.] Then he ſaid unto him, Come home with me, 
16 and eat bread. And he faid, I may not return with 
© thee, nor goin with thee: neither will I eat bread, nor 
17 drink water with thee in this place: For it was ſaid to 
me by the word of the Loxp, Thou ſhalt eat no bread, 
nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way 
that thou cameſt, cannot therefore comply with thy requeſt. 
18 Then, pretending a revelation to countermand the former, He 
ſaid unto him, I [am] a prophet alſo as thou [art;] 
and an angel ſpake unto me by the word of the Log, 

- faying, Bring him back with thee into thine houſe, that 
he may eat bread and drink water. [But] he lied unto 

19 him. So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his 
* Houſe, and drank water; his wearineſs and hunger urged 
the requeſt, and inclined him to yield to ſuch plauſible rea- 


W. 
20 And it came to paſs as they ſat at the table, that the 
word of the Loxo came unto the prophet that brought 


'  Þ Joſephos ſays this was a falſe prophet; he was probably edu- 
cated in the ſchools of the prophets under Samuel, or ſome other 
tutor, but fell in with Jeroboam's idolatry, He is not called a - 
wan 4 God, and it is plain his ſons were at the idolatrous feaft. 
i ſuppoſe that this was not done with any evil deſign, 
but out of curioſity; I rather think the contrary. He was afraid 
leſt a prophet from Judah ſhould eclipſe his reputation, and there- 
fore he endeavoured to throw a blot upon him by leading him 
to act contrary to the commands of God; it is evident his ſbns 
were idolaters and he a liar, He knew what had paſſed at the 
| altar, and therefore could not act on a good or innocent principle. 
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21 him back: And he cried unto the man of God, that 
came from Judah, ſaying, perhaps in great agony at his 
own guilt and the injury he had done his gueſt, tho* the 
meſſage was agreeable enough to his envious temper, Thus 


4 faith the Logo, Foraſmuch as thou haſt diſobeyed the 


mouth of the Lorv, and haſt not kept the command. 


22 ment which the Loxp thy God commanded thee, But 


cameſt back, and haſt eaten bread and drunk water in 

the place, of the which [the Lox p] did fay to thee, Eat 

no nd and drink no water; thy carcaſs ſhall not 
come unto the ſepulchre- of thy fathers ; hou ſhalf not 
be buried among the Fews, which was reckoned @ mark 0 

23 infamy. And it came to pals, after he had eaten bread, 
and after he had drunk, that he ſaddled for him the aſs, - 
[to wit, ] for the prophet whom he had brought back. 

24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and 
flew him: and his carcaſs was caſt in the way, and the 

25 aſs ſtood by it, the lion alſo ſtood by the carcaſs. And, 
behold, men paſſed by, and faw the carcaſs caft in the 
way, and the lion ſtanding by the carcaſs: and they 
came and told [it] in the city where the old prophet 
dwelt, as a wonderful event. 

26 And when the prophet that brought him back from 
the way heard [thereof,] he faid, It [is] the man of 
God, who was diſobedient unto the word of the Loxp: 
therefore the Loxp hath delivered him unto the lion, 

*-&'&$ which 

God would not vouchſafe. the true prophet a revelation, as he 
had ated contrary to that he had received. He thought fit to 
propheſy by this wicked man, as he did by Balaam, and thus 
obliged him to accuſe himſelf of lying. 

I There were many things minds in this. That the lion 
ſhould lay him, and not tear him, nor deſtroy the aſs nor the 
paſſengers. That the aſs ſhould flay quietly, and the lion to guard 
the carcaſe. This was a proof to all who went by, that this was 
not a caſual but a very extraordinary event, an awful providence, 
and a neceſſary act of ſeverity. Had not God puniſhed him thus, 
the Iſraelites would have been hardened in their idolatry, and have 
concluded that he was a falſe prophet, becauſe he had eaten and 
drank contrary to the divine command. His death gave authority 


to his meſſage. If God ſpared not a | man, when thas fin- 
ning, with ſo many fair excuſes, how ſhould he ſpare the pre- 


ſumptuous idolaters? His puniſhment was only a temporal death; 


God might pardon and accept him in another world, 


4 


374 I KINGS. XIII. 
which hath torn him, and ſlain him, according to the 
27 word of the Logp, which he ſpake unto him. And he 
ſpake to his ſons, ſaying, Saddle me the aſs. And 
28 they ſaddled [him.] And he went and found his carcaſs 
caſt in the way, and the aſs and the lion ſtanding by the 
 _ - carcaſs: the lion had not eaten the carcaſs, nor torn the 
29 aſs. And the prophet took up the carcaſs of the man 
of God, and laid it upon the S and brought it back: 
and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn and to 
30 bury him.“ And he laid his carcaſs in his own grave; 
and they mourned over him, I ſaying,] Alas, my bro- 
ther! This was a uſual form of lamentation; but we might 
hope it had a good effect upon him, and led him to repent- 
31 ance. And it came to paſs, after he had buried him, 
that he ſpake to his ſons, ſaying, When I am dead, 
then bury me in the ſepulchre wherein the man of God 
[is] buried; lay my bones befide his bones, out of re- 
gard to him, and ſecurity to himſelf, that his bones might not 
32 be burned as was threatened, v. 22. For the ſaying which 
be cried by the word of the Loxp againſt the altar in 
Beth-el, and againſt all the houſes of the high places 
5 in the cities of Samaria, ſhall ſurely come 

to . 

33 After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his 
evil way; all theſe miracles kad no effef# on him; perhaps 
the death of the meſſenger hardened him; tho* it might have 
been expected to produce a contrary elfe: but he made 
ain of the loweſt of the people, prieſts of the high 
places, without any regard to tribe, character, or condition: 
whoſoever would, he conſecrated him, and he became 
34 [one] of the prieſts of the high places. And this thing 
| e fin unto the houſe of feroboam, even to cut 
Cit] off, and to deſtroy [it] from off the face of the 


earth, which was fulfilled, ch. xv. 29, 30. 
REF LE C r- 


= In 2 Kings xxiii. 17. we find there was a large and remarks 
able inſcription ſet over him, which kept up the memory of the 
prophecy, and the expectation of the event. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1 RO M the inſtance related in this chapter, we are 
taught to adore the comprehenſive view which 
God has of the moſt uncertain future events. What is more 
contingent or uncertain than children's names! Vet he 
whom God promiſed to raiſe up from the houſe of David, 
ſo many years before he was born, is called Jofiah. Let 
us reverence him who is a God of knowledge, and to whom 
are known all his works from the foundation of the world, 

2. See how ſoon and how eaſily God can blaſt perſecut- 
ing powers, and diſable their cruel hands. Jerohoam's 
hand withered in a moment, ſo that he could not draw it 
back. We have little reaſon to be afraid of man, when 
we are employed in the cauſe of God, who can at once diſ- 
able and confound his proudeſt enemies, 

3. It well becomes God's prophets reſolutely and faith- 
fully to adhere to his directions. Not to fear the face of 
man, but ſpeak all he commands them, keeping cloſe to 
his injunctions, and reſolutely abiding by what he requires. 
my * be the temper and practice of all God's pro- 

ets ! 

; 4. Good men are in great danger of being ſeduced by pre- 
tenders to ſanctity and divine revelation. This was the caſe 
here. He did not ſuſpect a perſon who pretended to be a pro- 
phet, and to have divine revelation, So many are led into er- 
roneous notions, and finful practices, by artful men, pretend- 
ing uncommon zeal, and extraordinary illuminations. There 
are ſome inſtances of this in the preſent day; therefore 

believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits. Beware of falſe pro- 

Plets. His fault was credulity, in giving credit to a meſ- 
ſage which was contrary to what God had declared, without 
ſufficient evidence that it came from him. Let us learn not 

to regard what men ſay in religious matters without evi- 
dence ; eſpecially when they make extraordinary pretences 
to divine illuminations and inſpirations. There is great 
reaſon to ſuſpect ſuch. The ſimple believe, and are puniſhed; 
but wiſe men are cautious. Be not children toſſed to and fro 
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by every wind of dofirine, and cunning men, who lie in wait to 
deceive. 

5. God ſees the fins of his people with great diſpleaſure, 
He was angry at this good prophet and animadverted on his 
miſbehaviour. Not even his profeſſion of pure religion, 
his office as a prophet, his good character, or good ſervices, 
could ſecure him from God's anger. This is an important 
caution to all to be afraid of fin; for ſhould we eſcape the 
wrath to come, yet ſome dreadful anguiſh of ſpirit, or tem- 
poral calamity, may overtake us here. 

6. Let us learn not to judge of men by afflictions or 
proſperity. One would have thought this wicked prophet 
would have been deſtroyed rather than the other. But he 
eſcaped the lion; he was to die a natural death, while the 
other was ſlain. God's judgments are a great deep. We do 
not know good or evil, nor men's real characters; it is 
therefore folly and preſumption for us to judge of them by 
their external circumſtances. Judge nothing before the time. 

7. We learn, that the motions of beaſts are under divine 
direction. The lion never attacks but when he is exceeding 
hungry, and is particularly fond of the fleſh of aſſes; there- 
fore God's providence was remarkable in the inſtance be- 


fore us. He directs their ſteps, — their inſtincts, 


and all to ſerve his own purpoſes. The faithful ſervants of 
God ſhall be at league with the beaſts of the field ; while he 
defends them, no lion or wild beaſt ſhall deſtroy them, 
But if God is our enemy, he can make tame ones inſtru- 
ments of our deſtruction, 3 

8. Let us lament the terrible obſtinacy of ſinners, and 
the little effect which divine judgments have upon them. 
Jeroboam and his idolatrous prieſts were not affected by 
this wonderful ſcene. Vice, eſpecially idolatry, beſots men, 
and takes away their hearts. May we guard againſt declen- 
ſion from God, againſt the firſt ſtep in an ill way, before 

our hearts be hardened, and judgments or deliverances 
make no impreſſion. The grand leſſon from the whole is, 
to fear God, and keep his commandments; for fin will always 
bring bitterneſs in the end, | 
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The ſickneſs and death of Feroboam's ſon, and the doom of his 
kingdom foretold ; and Rehoboam's trouble and death. 


I T that time Abijah the ſon of Jeroboam fell fick. 
2 He was the eldeſt ſon, and heir apparent. And 
Jeroboam ſaid to his wife, Ariſe, I pray thee, and diſ- 
guiſe thyſelf, that thou be not known to be the wife 
of Jeroboam; and get thee to Shiloh: behold, there 
[is] Ahijah the prophet, which told me that [I ſhould 
3 be] king over this people.” And Jeroboam ſaid, Take 
with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, a /ort of hard 
cakes or buns, and a cruſe of honey, and go to him: he 
ſhall tell thee what ſhall become of the child, He does 
not deſire his prayers, tho* he had ſeen how prevalent the 
4 prayers of a prophet had been in his own caſe. And Jero- 
boam's wife did fo, and aroſe, and went to Shiloh, and 
came to the houſe of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not 
ſee; for his eyes were ſet by reaſon of his age; his fight 
was gone, but ſtill he had the viſions of the Lord. 
And the Lok faid unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife 
of Jeroboam cometh to aſk a thing of thee for her ſon ; 
for he [is] ſick: thus and thus ſhalt thou ſay unto her: 
for it ſhall be, when ſhe cometh in, that ſhe ſhall feign 
6 herſelf [to be] another [woman.] And it was I ſo, ] 
when Ahijah heard the ſound of her feet, as ſhe came 
in at the door, that he faid, Come in, thou wife of 
Jeroboam; why * 4 thou thyſelf [to be] another? 
for I ſam] ſent to thee [with] heavy [| tidings.] He in- 
timates his knowledge of her perſon, that ſhe might give 
greater credit to the meſſage ; yet addreſſes her like a prophet, - 
; | not 
» He could not truſt either the. gods or the prieſts he had 
made; but choſe his wife to be the meſſenger, that he might 
bring him a faithful report. She was to diſguiſe herſelf that the 
prophet might ſpeak freely and indifferently to her; and that it 
might not be known publickly that he paid ſo much reſpect to 
a prophet of Judah, leſt it ſhould leſſen the people's zeal for the 
calves, He might alſo fear left the prophet ſhould ſend him a 
reproof. On the whole, it ſhowed great ſtupidity to think he 


could deceive a prophet, who foretold future events, and had 
warned him of idolatry, © 
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7 not like @ courtier. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus faith the 
LorD God of Iſrael, Foraſmuch as I exalted thee from 
among the people, raiſed thee from a private ſtation, and 

8 made thee prince over my people Iſrael, And rent the 
kingdom away from the houſe of David, and gave it 
thee: and [yet] thou haſt not been as my ſervant Da- 
vid, who kept my commandments, and who followed 
me with all his heart, to do [that] only [which was] 
right in mine eyes; haſt not obſerved the orders that were 


| 9 given thee, nor kept from idolatry, as David did; But haſt 


done evil above all that were before thee : for thou haſt 
gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, 
to provoke me to anger, and haſt caſt me behind thy 
back; neglefed me, and treated my ſervice with con- 
to tempt: Therefore, behold, I will bring evil, univerſal 
deftruftion, upon the houſe of Jeroboam, and will cut 
off from Jeroboam him that piſſeth againſt the wall, 
ſand] him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, but up at 
home in places of ſecurity, or left in the country, and will 
take away the remnant of the houſe of Jeroboam, as a 
man taketh away dung, till it be all gone, leaving none, 


11 becauſe of the ue of it, ch. xv. 29. Him that 


dieth of Jeroboam in the city ſhall the dogs eat; and 
him that dieth in the field ſhall the fowls of the air eat, 
none ſhall be buried; and the decree is irrevocable, for the 
12 Lox hath ſpoken [it.] Ariſe thou therefore, get thee 
to thine own houſe: [and,] as a fign of the truth of this 
prophecy, when thy feet enter into the city, when thou 
art gone but a little way in the city, even as far as to the 
1 King's door, (v. 17.) the child ſhall die. 
13 And all Iſrael ſhall mourn for him, and bury him: for 
he only of Jeroboam ſhall come to the grave, becauſe 
in him there is found [ſome] good thing toward the 
14 Loxp God of Iſrael in the houſe of Jeroboam.“ More- 
over the Loxp ſhall raiſe him up a king over Iſrael, 
| B 


„ Abjjah diſliked the worſhip of the calves, and intended to re- 
move them when it was in his power, and, allow the people to 
go to Jeruſalem, The Jews ſay, that he broke down an hedge, 
or fence, which his father had made to prevent their going to the 
feaſt at Jeruſalem, 
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Baaſba, who ſhall cut off the houſe of Jeroboam that 
day: but what? when ſhall this come to paſs? even now, 
very quickly; it is as ſure as if it were even now done. 
15 For the Lord ſhall ſmite Iſrael, for conſenting or joining 
in idolatry, as a reed is ſhaken in the water, there ſball be 
perpetual commotions or civil wars, and he ſhall root up 
Iſrael out of this good land, which he gave to their fa- 
thers, and new families ſhall take the throne, and ſhall ſcat- 
ter them beyond the river Euphrates, becauſe they have 
made their groves, in which they placed the images of their 
16 gods, provoking the Lorp to anger. And he ſhall 
give Iſrael up becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam, who 
did fin, and who made Iſrael to fin by his authority and 
example. | 
17 And Jeroboam's wife aroſe, and departed, and came 
to Tirzah: [and] when ſhe came to the threſhold of 
18 the door, the child died; And they buried him; and 
all Iſrael mourned for him, according to the word of 
the Lord, which he ſpake by the hand of his ſervant 
Ahijah the prophet. There was a general mourning, which 
— al what the prophet had denounced, and was a fn 
that the reſt of the threatening ſhould be fulfilled in due time. 


19 And the reſt of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, 


and how he reigned, behold, they [are] written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael; not in the 

20 Chronicles of our Bible, but in their civil records. And the 
days which Jeroboam reigned [were] two and twenty 
years: and he ſlept with his fathers,* and Nadab his 
ſon reigned in his ſtead, : 

21 And Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon reigned in Ju- 
dah. Rehoboam [was] forty and one years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned ſeventeen years in 
Jeruſalem, the city which the Loxo did chooſe out of 
all the tribes of Iſrael to put his name there. And his 


22 mother's name [was] Naamah an Ammoniteſs. And 


Judah 


> Shechem was the royal city at firſt, but Tirzah was a beau- 
tiful place, where Jeroboam kept his court. | 

We read in 2 Chron, xili. 20. that the Lord ſtruck him with 
fome violent, painful diſeaſe, or grievous accident, ſo that he 
died under the apparent diſpleaſure of God, : t 
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2 


Judah did evil in the fight of the Logo, and they pro- 

voked him to jealouſy with their fins which they had 

committed, above all that their fathers had done, more 

23 than in the time of the judges. For they alſo built them 

high places, and images, and groves, on every high 

24 hill, and under every green tree.” And there were alſo 

ſodomites in the land: [and] they did according to 

all the abominations of the nations which the Loxp 
caſt out before the children of Iſrael, 

25 And it came to pals in the fifth year of king Reho- 

boam, [that] Shiſhak (ch. xi. 40.) king of Egypt came 

26 up againſt Jeruſalem :* And he took away the treaſures 

- of the houſe of the Loxb, and the treaſures of the 

king's houſe; he even took away all : and he took away 

27 all the ſhields of gold which Solomon had made. And 


bing Rehoboam made in their ſtead brazen ſhields, 70 


keep up the appearance of dignity, and committed [them] 
unto the hands of the chief of the guard, which kept 
28 the door of the king's houſe. And it was [fo,] when 
the king went in to the houſe of the Loxp, for he ftill 
went there on ſome great occaſions, that the guard bare 
them, and brought them back into the chamber.* 


29 Now the reſt of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that 


he did, [are] they not written in the book of the chro- 

30 nicles of the kings of Judah? And there was war be- 
31 tween Rehoboam and Jeroboam all [their] days. And 
Rehoboam ſlept with his fathers, and was buried with 

his fathers in the city of David. And his mother's 

. name 


They built temples, or little edifices, about their images, ſome- 
times called groves by heathen writers, becauſe they were originally 


- worſhipped in proves. 


* Rehoboam met with a gulp puniſhment for his revolt; he 
adhered to the worſhip of God three years, in the fourth he com- 
mitted abominations, in the fifth Shiſhak came. In 2 Chron. xii. 2, 
it is ſaid Shiſhak had twelve hundred chariots, fixty thouſand horſe- 
men, and foot ſoldiers without number, and he took Jeruſalem 
without 1 5 . 
It is ſurpriſing that the king of Egypt did not quite deſtroy. 
Jeruſalem, and make them captive: but the hand of the Lord 
was in jt, becauſe they humbled themſelves before God, ſee 2 
Chron. xii. 48. They became tributary to Shiſhak, and ſuffer+ 
ed many hardſhips, to ſhow them their fin and folly, 
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name [was] Naamah an Ammoniteſs : his mother*s name 
is mentioned again, to intimate that he behaved like the ſon 
7 an Ammonite rather than an 1jraelite. And Abijam his 


; on reigned in his ſtead. - 
L REFLECTIONS, 
1. TT OW horrid is it for thoſe who have known God, 
i to be eaſy in their fins! Jeroboam, when his 
child was fick, deſpiſed his gods and his prieſts. Nothing 
A ſatisfied him but applying to a good prophet, So, when 
- men forſake their duty, and run into fin, they are in want 
i of true ſatisfaction and comfort, and deſpiſe the luſts and 
* leaſures which they ſerve, and the company they have 
s and pierce themſelves thro' with many ſorrows. 
/ 2. God's own people are liable to the infirmities of . 
= as well as others: The good prophet was incurably blind. It 
] is the caſe of many good men; they loſe a valuable ſenſe, 
t and are ay Zing of many of the comforts of life. But they 
% patiently ſubmit, and ſo have manifeſtations of God, and 
1] the light of his countenance, which is better than all earth 
al ly enjoyments. | 
. 3. How vain is all diſſimulation when God is concerned. 
a+ What folly in Jeroboam to ſend his wife in diſguiſe, as if 
* the prophet that could know the event of the child's diſ- 
4 temper, could not know whoſe wife ſhe was. Thus do 
4 ſinners impoſe upon themſelves, They ſay, How doth God 
th know? and think to hide themſelves from him; but they 
* will be diſcovered and diſappointed. He ſees them in their 


true colours, and judges them by what they are, and not 
by what they ſeem to be; hewill ſay to ſuch, Go out, thow 
falſe hypocrite, why feigneſt thou to be another? Heavy tidings 


* indeed, when the maſk is pulled off, and ſecret wickedneſs 
he expoſed to all the world! Theſe ſhall have their portion 
n- where the greateſt miſery is. | ) 
oy 4. God remembers all the favours he hath beſtowed 
_ upon us, tho* we may forget them. He reminds Jeroboam 

of this; all are regiſtered in the book of his remembrance. 
oy Let us not forget his benefits, but improve them; for he 


2 1 
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will call them over another day to our ſhame, to ſhow the 
juſtice of our ſentence, and increaſe our condemnation. 

5. It is peculiarly honourable in itſelf, and pleaſing to 
God, to be good in a wicked family and age as Abijah was, 
This is a leſſon to all young perſons, there was ſome good thing 
in im; amidft the temptations of a wicked court he kept his 
integrity. God takes notice of every good thing, every good 
intention, or hopeful beginning. Let this be a motive to 


| all young people, amidſt the abounding wickedneſs of the 


generation, to fear God, and keep themſelves un- 
corrupted. . It will be greatly to their honour ; and while 
they do thus, they will have a peculiar bleſſing from God, 
and favour with men. 

6. Early, and what we call immature death, is often a 
mercy to the perſon removed. So Abijah was taken away 
before all the evil came on his family and on Ifrael, We 
do not ſee into futurity, and therefore think their death 
unſeaſonable; but moſt probably it is otherwiſe. This is a 
motive for patience and ſubmiſſion to the will of 
God, who always removes his ſervants at the beſt and fitteſt 
ume. 


7. We ſee the wiſdom of humbling ourſelves under the 
mighty hand of God. 2 Chron. xii. 7. And the Lord ſaid, 
They have humbled themſelves; therefore I will not deſtroy them. 
A proper pattern for us. The deſign of afflictions is to 
bring us to conſideration and repentance. May we acknow- 
ledge, with theſe people, that the Lord is righteous, and we 
have ſinned, and deſerve all and much more than we ſuffer. 
Then will God appear and be gracious. When afflictions 
have done their work, they will be removed, or their pro- 
perty altered, and will appear merciful difyenſations. Let 
us humble ourſelves under his mighty hand, and in due time we 
ſhall be exalted. Once more, 
8. It is juſt and kind in God to give men over to the 
conſequences of vice and folly; that they may know the 
difference between them and religion. 2 Chron. xit. 8. They 
complained of the ſtrictneſs of religion, and the rigour of 
the Moſaic law; let them try if they like the attack, and 


r uſurpation of the king of E better. 
God ſuffers men to feel the conſequences of intemper- 
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ance, impiety, and irreligion, by their bodies being weak- 
ened, their ſubſtance waſted, the loſs of their reputation, 
and their conſciences being wounded ; that they may ſee 
what a fooliſh choice they have made, in preferring the ſer- 
vice of the devil to that of God. For if that was a thou- 
ſand times harder than it is, yet is it worth while to attend 
to it, for the way of tranſgreſſors is harder. Let thoſe whoſe 
iniquities correct them know and ſee, that it is an evil and a 
bitter thing to fin againſt Cod; and ſay, as in Hoſea ii. 7. I 
will go and return unto my God, for then was it better with me 
than now. 


C HAP. XV. 


47 A larger account of theſe matters will be found in 2 Chron, 
xiii—xvi. which ſhould be read before this chapter. 


Ap account of Abijam's wicked reign; Aſa ſucceedeth him; and, 
he dying, is ſucceeded by Fehoſhaphat ; and Baaſba s wicked 
reign, 


I OW in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam 
N the ſon of Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah. 

2 Three years reigned he in Jeruſalem. And his mother's 
name [was] Maachah, the daughter of Abiſhalom. 
3 And he walked in all the fins, of his father, which he 
had done before him: and his heart was not perfect 
with the Lok D his God, as the heart of David his fa- 
4 ther. Nevertheleſs for David's ſake did the Loxp his 
Cod give him a lamp in Jeruſalem, to ſet up his ſon 
5 after Fun, and to eftabliſh Jeruſalem: Becauſe David 
did [that which was] right in the eyes of the Loxp, 
and turned not aſide from any [thing] that he com- 
manded him all the days of his life, ſave only in the 


6 matter of Uriah the Hittite. And there was war between 


7 Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life. Now 
the reſt of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, [are] 


they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam 


8 and Jeroboam, And Abijam ſlept with his fathers i 
ys 2 
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and they buried him in the city of David: and Aſa 

his ſon reigned in his ſtead. | 
And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of IC. 
10 rael reigned Aſa over Judah. And forty and one years 
reigned he in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] 
11 Maachah, the daughter of Abiſhalom. And Afa did 
[that which was] right in the eyes of the Lorp, as 
12 [did] David his father. And he took away the ſodom- 
ites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his 


13 fathers had made. And alſo Maachah his mother, even 


her he removed from [being] queen, becauſe ſhe had 
made an idol in a grove; and Aſa deſtroyed her idol, 
14 and burned [it] by the brook Kidron. But the high 
places were not removed: nevertheleſs Aſa's heart was 
15 perfect with the Lonp all his days. And he brought 
in the things which his father had dedicated, and the 
things which himſelf had dedicated, into the houſe of 
the Lox, filver, and gold, and veſſels. 2 
16 And there was war between Aſa and Baaſha king of 
17 Iſrael all their days. And Baaſha king of Iſrael went 
up againſt Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not 
ſuffer any to go out or come in to Aſa king of Judah. 
18 Then Aſa took all the filver and the gold [that were] 
left in the treaſures of the houſe of the Loxp, and the 
treaſures of the king's houſe, and delivered them into 
the hand of his ſervants : and king Aſa ſent them to 
Ben-hadad, the ſon of Tabrimon, the ſon of Hezion, 


19 king of Syria, that dwelt at Damaſcus, ſaying, [There 


is] a league between me and thee, and] between my 
father and thy father: behold, I have ſent unto thee a 
preſent of filver and gold; come and break- thy league 
with Baaſha king of Iſrael, that he may depart from 
20 me. So Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Aſa, and ſent 
the captains of the hoſts which he had againſt the cities 
of Iſrael, and ſmote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-beth- 
maacah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali. 
21 And it came to paſs, when Baaſha heard [thereof, ] that 
he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah. 
22 Then king Aſa made a proclamation throughout all 
Judah; none [was] exempted; and they took ah 
' nes 
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ſtones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith 
Baaſha had builded; and king Afa built with them 
| Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah. | 
23 The reſt of all the acts of Aſa, and all his might, 
and all that he did, and the cities which he built, [are] 


they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 


kings of Judah? Nevertheleſs in the time of his old 
24 age he was diſeaſed in his feet. And Aſa ſlept with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David his father : and Jehoſhaphat his ſon reigned in 
his ſtead. 
25 And Nadab the fon of Jeroboam began to reign over 
Iſrael in the ſecond year of Aſa king of Judah, and 
26 reigned over Iſrael two years.“ And he did evil in the 
fight of the Loxp, and walked in the way of his father, 
and in his fin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin ; h 
had no doubt heard of the threatening ſent by Ahijah, yet he 
worſhipped the golden calves. 
27 And Baaſhathe ſon of Ahijah, of the houſe of Iſſa- 
char, conſpired againſt him; and Baaſha ſmote him at 
Gibbethon, which [belonged] to the Philiſtines; for 


29 May him, and reigned in his ftead. And it came to 
— when he reigned, [that] he ſmote all the houſe of 
eroboam; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, 
until he had deſtroyed him, according unto the ſaying 

of the Loxo, which he ſpake by his Sant Agijah the 


30 Shilonite : Becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam which he 


finned, and which he made Ifrael fin, by his provoca- 
tion wherewith he provoked the Loxp God of Iſrael to 
31 anger. Now the reſt of the acts of Nadab, and all that 


he did, [are] they not written in the book of the 


32 chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And there was 
war between Aſa and Baaſha king of Iſrael all their 
days. | 
Vol. III. . Bb 33 In 
It was threatened to Iſrael, that it ſhould be as à red fhaken 
in the water; and here we ſee it fulfilled; they had no leſs than 
ſeven. kings during Aſa's reign, | 


28 Nadab and all Iſrael laid fiege to Gibbethon, Even 
in the third year of Aſa king of Judah did Baaſha 
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33 In the third year of Aſa king of Judah, began 
Baaſha the ſon of Ahijah to reign over all Iſrael in Tir- 

34 zah, twenty and four years. And he did evil in the 
fight of the Logo, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, 
and in his fin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin ; he was 
as bad as has predeceſſors, and did not cut off the family of 
Feroboam becauſe they were idolaters, but only to ſecure his 
own ſucceſſion. | FE 


. * - 


| C HAP. XVI. 
| | 
For the tranſgreſſions of a land many are the princes thereof.” 
Nis is illuſtrated in this chapter; where we have the wick- 
edneſs and deftruttion of Baaſha ; the ſhort reign of Zinti; the 
reign of Omri; and the beginning of the infamous reign of 


Ahab 
1 N Loxp came to Jehu “ the 
2 ſon of Hanani againſt Baaſha, ſaying, Foraſ- 
much as I exalted thee out of the duſt, and made thee 
prince over my people Iſrael; by my providence raiſed thee 
from a mean ſtate, and ſucceeded thy attempts againſt the 
 #ingdom; and thou haſt walked in the way of Jeroboam; 
c. continued the practice of 47M idolatries for which Feroboam 
and his family were ruined; and haſt made my people 
__  Ifrael to fin, to provoke me to anger with their fins; 
3 Behold, I will take away the poſterity of Baaſha, and 
the poſterity of his houſe; and will make thy houſe 
4 like the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. Him 
that dieth of Baaſha in the city ſhall the dogs eat; and 
him that dieth of his in the fields ſhall the fowls of the 
air eat; he ſhall periſh lite Feroboam, die a violent death, 
and want an honourable burial. | 
5 Now the reſt of the acts of Baaſha, and what he did, 
and his might, [are] they not written in the book of the 
6 chronicles of the kings of Iſrael ? So Baaſha ſlept with 
his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah: n 
This het was the re» 
ore An Re be as the ſon of him who was employed to 


» 
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7 ſon reigned in his ſtead. And alſo by the hand of the 
\ prophet Jehu the ſon of Hanani came the word of the 5 
oRD againſt Baaſha, and againſt his houſe, even for | 
all the evil that he did in the fight of the Logo, in 
rovoking him to anger with idols the work of his 
ands,* in being like the houſe of Jeroboam ; and be- 
cauſe he killed him, that is, Feroboam's ſon, doing it to 
ſatisfy his own ambition, he was no better than @ murderer. 
8 In the twenty and fixth year of Aſa king of Judah 
began Elah the ſon of Baaſha to reign over Iſrael in 
Tirzah two years. And his ſervant Zimri, captain of 
half [his] chariots, conſpired againſt him, as he was in 
Tirzah, gnking himſelf drunk in the houſe of Arza 
ſteward of [his] houſe in Tirzah. He was a debauched 
young fellow, indulging his pleaſures while the army was in 
the ill which gave Zimri an opportunity to deſtroy him. 
to And Zimri went in and ſmote him, and killed him, in 
the twenty and ſeventh year of Aſa king of Judah, and 
reigned in his ſtead. | 
11 And it came to paſs, when he began. to reign, as 
ſoon as he ſat on his throne, ¶ that] he flew all thehouſe 
of Baaſha: he left him not one that piſſeth againſt a 
wall, neither of his kinsfolks, nor of his friends, who 
12 were likely to avenge his death. Thus did Zimri deſtroy all 
the houſe of Baaſha, according to the word of the 
Lon, which he ſpake againſt Baaſha by Jehu the pro- 
13 pact For all the fins of Baaſha, and the fins of Elah 
his ſon, by which they ſinned, and by which they made 
Ifrael to fin, in provoking the Lorp God of Ifrael to 
14 anger with their vanities.” Now the reſt of the acts of 
+ Elah, and all that he did, [are] they not written in the 
* book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? 
15 In the twenty and ſeventh year of Aſa king of Judah 
La 3 * = did 


This is mentioned again, to ſhow how faithfully and cou= , 
Tageouſly the prophet executed his commiſfion, and delivered this 
dreadful meſſage. - | 

There was a remarkable ſimilitude between the. deſtruction of 
Baaſha's family and Jeroboam's ; the ſon of each reigned but about 
two years; they were both ſlain; there was no ſucceſſor to either 
family; and both were ſlain while the ſame city was beſieged, * 


18 fieged Tirzah. And it came to paſs, when Zimri ſay 


= 
\ 
- 
— 


388 I KINGS. XVI. 


did Zimri reign ſeven days in Tirzah. And the peopl 
[were] 3 againſt Gibbethon, which dbcdenget 
to the Philiſtines. The Philiſtines had retaken it, 9 
16 Iſraelites now invaded it again. And the people ſthac 
were] encamped, hat is, all the army, heard ſay, Zimri 
hath conſpired, and hath alſo ſlain the king: wherefore 
all Iſrael made Omri, the captain of the hoſt, king 
17 over Iſrael that day in the camp. And Omri went up 
from Gibbethon, and all Iſrael with him, and they be- 


Mee 
taken, that he went into the palace of the king's houſe, 
the Aung part, and being afraid of ſome ſhameful puniſh- 
ment, and leſt the treaſury ſhould fall into Omri's hands, ſie 
-burned the king's houſe over him with fire, and died, 
19 For his fins which he finned in doing evil in the fight of 
the Lon, in walking inthe way of Jeroboam, and in his 
Bo hich od 20 make Ianto fn. In this ſport reign 
he gave indications of an idolatrous diſpaſition, and his reſo- 
20 lutian 10 continue it, perhaps by ſome publick edit. Now the 
reſt of the acts of Zimri, and his treaſon that he 
wrought, that is, the means he uſed to bring about his con- 
piracy againſt the king his maſter, \ are] they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? 
21 Then were the people of Iſrael divided into two 
Parts: half of the people followed Tibni the fon of 
Ginath to make him king; and half followed Omri. 
The people not liking to have a king impoſed upon them by the 
ſoldiers, there was a civil war, which laſted for ſome years, 
22 in which Tibni was ſlain. But the people that fo 
Omri prevailed againſt the people that followed Tibni 
the ſon of Ginath : fo Tibni died, and Omri rei 74 
23 rere 
| Omri to reign over Iſrael, twelve years: fix 2 
24 reigned he in I irzah, while moleſted by Tibni. And, 
the palace being burned, he bought the hill Samaria of 
Shemer for two talents of filver, about ſeven hundred 
Pounds, and built on the hill, and called the name of the 
city which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner 
of the hill, Samaria, „ aac | 
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25 the ten tribes, But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of 
the Loxp, and did worſe than all that [were] before 
him. He worſhipped the calves, and made a ftrif} and ſevere 
law to prevent any from going to Jeruſalem, and to oblige his 

26 people to idolatry, fee Micah vi. 16. For he walked in all 
the way of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, and in his fin 
wherewith he made Iſrael to fin, to provoke the Loxo 

God of Iſrael to anger with their vanities. 

27 Now the reſt of the acts of Omri which he did, and 
his might that he ſhowed, [are] they not written inthe 

28 book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael ? So Omri 


h. ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: and 
he Ahab his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

d, And in the thirty and eighth year of Afa king of 
of Judah began Ahab the ſon of Omri to reign over Iſrael: 


and Ahab the ſon of Omri reigned over Iſrael in 
30 Samaria twenty and two years. And Ahab the fon of 


G Omri did evil in the fight of the Lond above all that 
he 31 [were] before him. And it came to paſs, as if it had 
he been a light thing for him to walk in the fins of Jero- 


doam the ſon of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel 
the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians,“ and 
he went and ſerved Baal, and worſhipped him as ks 
32 god, without any regard to Fehovak.* And he reared up 
an altar for Baal in the houſe or temple of Baal which he 
33 had built in Samaria, the royal city. And Ahab made a 
grove, where he offered human ſacriſices, and uſed many 
abominable rites; and Ahab did more to provoke the 
Lon God of Iſrael to anger than all the kings of Iſ- 
rael that were before him. | 
34 In hisdays did Hiel the Beth-elite build Jericho, as 
| | B b 3 a ſeat 
She was an heathen princeſs, and it was contrary to the di- 
vine command to marry fach, and ſhe was an infamous woman; 
we read of her witchcraft and whoredoms, idolatries and perſecu- 
tions of God's prophets in Rev. ii. 20. Perſons who ſeduced others 
to uncleanneſs and idolatry, were called by her name. 
- ® 'Baal ſignifies Lord; it was a name given to the ſun, the idol 
of the Phcenicians, and afterwards to dead heroes and kings, whom 
they deified. Jeroboam kept up a regard to Jehovah, but wor- 
ſhipped him thro* the medium of the calves, chiefly out of policy; 
but Ahab was an idolater out of pure love to ſtrange rel. 
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ſeat of idolatrous worſhip, in contempt of the curſe in 
Foſhua vi. 26, and as an affront to Jehovah; but he laid 
the foundation thereof in Abiram his firſt born, and 
ſet up the gates thereof in his youngeſt [ſon] Segub,* 
according to the word of the Lorp, which he ſpake by 
- Joſhua the ſon of Nun. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. E infer, that thoſe who reſemble others in their 
fins, may expe& to reſemble them in their 
ts. Jeroboam's and Baaſha's families were like 
each other in their fins and in their ruin. How ſolicitous 
ſhould we be to avoid thoſe fins which have brought pover- 
9, ſhame, and ruin upon other families, leſt we ſhould 
uffer like them. Let us take that general advice with re- 
gard to all wicked men, Come out from among then; partake 
not of their fins, leſt ye partake of their plagues. | 
2. There is an awful warning to drunkards, in Elah and 
Zimri, v. 9. How eaſily may ſuch become a prey to death, 
or injury, when they have no reaſon or power to hel 
_ themſelves. To how many dangerous accidents are ſuch 
expoſed ! To ſudden death, and everlaſting deſtruction, to 
which it tranſmits them. Take heed to yourſelves therefore, 
leſt at am time your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and 
drunkenneſs, and that day, the awful day of judgment, come 
upon you unawares, We learn, | | 
3. The preſumptuous obſtinacy of ſinners, and the righ- 
teous judgments of God upon them. Theſe kings would 
tread in the ſteps of their predeceſſors; each ſeemed ſolici- 
tous to outdo the former in idolatry and wickedneſs. But the 
judgments of God followed them. We have a remarkable 
inſtance of it in Hiel; againſt whom the threatening was 
delivered almoft five hundred years before. Not a worly of 
* 8 
Þ His eldeſt ſon died when he laid the foundation, and his 
youngeſt when be had finiſhed the Bate 3 and the reſt ſuddenly, 
while he was building ; perhaps in the hurry of his work he did 
2 mind the hand of providence. This was four hundred and 
ty years after the threatening, and ſhould have taught the 


ple to have believed God's threatening that he would root them 
out of the land if they were rebellious and idolatrous, 
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God's ſhall fall to the d, Let finners hear and fear: 
and learn that God 1s not flack to execute vengeance, 
any more than to fulfil his promiſes. Tho? the Lord ſeems 
to delay, he has not forgotten his word ; and finners will, 
ſooner or later, find a terrible reality in the judgments he 
has threatened. Let none therefore harden themſelves 
againſt God, for wko ever hardened himſelf againſt him and 
proſpered? | 
—̃—: ᷑ w— ——é... ᷑—P2—I—•8—kʃküÜ—u—ͤ—ü —— ͤ— ͤ ͤ̃— ͤ—ñũͥ́éé 
CHAP, XVII. 
Having done for a while with the account of thoſe wicked kings, 
we have now before us à more entertaining and inſtruttive part 
e the ſacred hiſtory. There never were worſe princes in Iſrael, 
nor more prophets, than at this period; nor ever better or more 
eminent men, eſpecially Elijah, who far exceeded any other * 
and thus God left them inexcuſable in their wickedneſs. We 
_ have in this chapter Elyjah's prophecy againſt Ahab ;, he is 
ſent to Cherith, and there fed by ravens; he is ſent to the 
widow of Zarephath ; and raiſes the widow's ſon, 


41 ND Elijah the Tiſhbite, [who was] of the in- 
habitants of Gilead, ſaid unto Ahab, [As] the 
Loxp God of Iſrael liveth, before whom I ſtand, there 


ſhall not be dew nor rain theſe years but according to 

my word.“. 
2 And the word of the Loxp came unto him, ſaying, 
3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eaſtward, and hide thy- 
ſelf by the brook Cherith, that [is] before Jordan.“ 
B b 4 4 And 


We have no account of the parentage of Elijah; his name 
ſignifies my God Fehoveh is le. The rabbies connect the chapters 
thus; Ahab would not believe that the puniſhment of Hiel in the 
cloſe- of the laſt chapter came from God; but attributed it to 
Chance, and ſaid, The law that threatened idolatry was not to be 
regarded, eſpecially that in Deaxteronomy xi. 17. Elijah having 
prayed that God would puniſh this idolatrous people in ſome ex- 
traordinary manner, to bring them to repentance, and finding the 
prophetick impulſe on his own mind, went to Ahab with this de- 
nunciation, declaring there ſhould be no rain till they heard 
further from him. This was an intimation, that if they reforms 
ed, God would, upon his prayers, remove the calamity, 

4 Ahab ſought to ſlay him, chap. xviii. 10. but probably not 
before the famine came; till then he diſregarded him. 
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4 And it ſhall be, [that] thou ſhalt drink of the brook; 
near the cave where he concealed himſelf; and I have com- 
5 manded the ravens* to feed thee there. So he went, 
and did according unto the word of the Logo : for he 
went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that ¶ is] before 
6 Jordan, And the ravens brought him bread and fleſh 
in the morning, and bread and fleſh in the evening; 
7 and he drank of the brook.* And it came to paſs after a 
while, in the Heb. at the end of days, or the year, that the 
© "brook dried up, becauſe there had been no rain in the 
land; this was @ new. trial of his faith. | 
8 And the word of the Logp came unto him, ſaying, 
9 Ariſe, get thee to Zarephath, which [belongeth] to 
Zidon, out of the boundaries of Iſrael, and dwell there: 
behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to 
10 ſuſtain thee. So he aroſe and went to Zarephath. And 
When he came to the gate of the city; behold, the 
widow woman [was] there gathering of ſticks: and he 
called to her, and ſaid, Fetch me, 4 thee, a little 
It water in a veſſel, that I may drink. And as ſhe was 
going to fetchy [it,] he called to her, and ſaid, Bri 
12 me, I pray thee, a morſel of bread in thine. hand. Anc 
ſhe ſajd, [As] the Lonp thy God liveth, I have not a 
cake, in a barrel, and a little 
dil in a cruſe: an hold, I [am] gathering two 
ſticks, that I may go in and dreſs it for 3 ſon, 
that ve may cat it, and die; the amine is ſore * 


Some would render it, the people ef  Qreb; others, the Arabian; 
bt the word 4 ſigniſes raven; and their coming daily to 
him, confutes the former notion. 

God choſe to diſplay, his power in thus feeding the prophet, 
or he might have been hid and fed by Obadiah, or ſome other 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal. But God cauſed ravens, 
thoſe birds of prey, to leave their neſts and young ones to feed. 
his ſervant, They brought bread and fleſh, produced by the 

power of God, twice a day; which was enough to ſupport: nature, 
tho” not ſufficient to encourage luxury. 
_ © He was not ſent to any ot the rich or great men in Zidon, 
but 10 a r widow, who was probably a proſelyte to the jewiſh- 
religion. Jezebel came from this place, and brought the worſhip 
of Baal from hence, It muſt have been a mortification to her 


when ſhe knew that the prophet was maintained there, | 


* 
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and it may poſſibly be the laſt food wwe ſhall ever eat, as we 
13 can hee no leh means of any further ſupply. And _ 
ſaid unto her, Fear not; go, [and] do as thou 
faid : but make me thereof a little cake firſt, and bring 
lit! unto me, and after make for thee and for thy fon. 
14 For thus faith the Lon Do God of Iſrael, The barrel of 
meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the cruſe of oil fail, 
until the day [that] the Loxo ſendeth rain upon the 
15 earth.” And ſhe went and did — the ſaying 
of Elijah: and ſhe, and he, and her houſe, did eat 
16 [many] days. [And] the barrel of meal waſted nat, = 
neither did the cruſe of oil fail, according to the word 1 
of the Loxp, which he ſpake by Elijah. 
17 And it came to paſs after theſe things, [that] the ſon 
of the woman; the miſtreſs of the houſe, fick; and 
his fickneſs was ſo ſore, that there was no breath left in 
18 him. And ſhe faid unto Elijah, What have I to do | = 
with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto 5 13 
me to call my fin to remembrance, and to ſlay my 
19 ſon? And, ho* Elijah was naturally of a warm temper, | 
yet conſidering the affiifiion of the RE | 


>» This he ſaid to try her faith- and obedience, She might have x4 
poſſibly pleaded, that ſhe muſt ſuſtain herſelf and her ſon firſt; = 
that ihe had none to ſpare; that charity begins at home; that 
if he was a prophet he might work a miracle, and ſo provide 
for himſelf. But her faith filences all theſe objections, and there» 
fore was almoſt. as miraculous as the ſupply itfelf. ; 

1 It was according to her faith; it ned them for two years 
What was taken out was immediately ſupplied by the divine po 
Thus God, who ſent his prophet to board with her, paid well | 
for his table; and ſent food for her family, while her neighbours = 
were ſtarvingz and what was better, ſhe had the good company | * 

and inſtructions of the prophet. With how much wonder and : = 
thankfulneſs would ſhe look on her barrel and cruſe every day, : ww 
and acknowledge that the finger of: God was there. * 

* She was thrown into great perturbation and agony of ſpirit 4 
on account of her ſon's ſitkneſs, and ſpoke in an haſty, paſſionate 
manner; It was a part of wiſdom to know that afflictions were 
a puniſhment for fin; but it was weakneſs to charge it upon the 
prophet, who had ſaved her and her child from death. She takes 
it tor granted that Elijah by his prophetick ſpirit had diſcovered 
ſome of the fins of her former life, and thought it hard to have 
no better return for his entertainment, than to be puniſhed fo 
awtally, in ſo tender a part, 
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ker character, he excuſed this ſally of immoderate paſſion, and 
wit great meekneſs he ſaid unto her, Give me thy ſon, 
And he took him out of her boſom, and carried him 
up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his 
20. own bed: hence it appears it was a young child, And he 

| cried unto the Loxo, and ſaid, O Loxp my God, haft 
thou alſo brought evil upon the widow with whom I 

21 ſojourn by ſlaying her ſon? And he ftretched himſelf 
upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lorp, 
and faid, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's. 

22 ſoul come into him again. And the Loxp heard the 
voice of Elijah; and the ſoul of the child came into him 
23 again, and he revived. And Elijah took the child, and 
brought him down out of the — into the houſe, 
and delivered him unto his mother, no doubt with great 
jay, as @ favour to him and the poor widow; and Elijah 
ſaid, See, thy fon hveth ; ſee how much mercy, inſtead of 
24 ſevere juſtice, thou haſt found on my account. And the 
woman ſaid to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou 
fart] a man of God, [and] that the word of the Lonn 
in thy mouth [is] truth,” 2 Re, | 


REFLECTIONS. 
tr; 


1. E have here an inſtance of the grout efficacy of 
fervent prayer. James v. 17. Elias was a man 
ſubject to like paſſions as we are; and he prayed earneſtly. 
that it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the 
ſpace of three years and fix manths. The fervent prayer of this 
| righteous: 
2 E word here is emphatical. Thou art my God; this is a 
widow; this is her only ſon; the affliction is upon me, as I 
am in the houſe; it will be a reflection on thy prophets, as if they 
were impotent, or ungrateful, and brought miſchief wherever they 
came. The faith of this prayer is aſtoniſhing, as it ſeems to be 
an unexampled thing; there is no inſtance of it ever before, 


= She was undoubtedly tranſ with joy. She believed he 
was a prophet before, and called him a man of God in v. 18. 


bat the death of her child made her doubt. This miracle how- 


ever confirmed her faith, and made her regard all his inſtructions. 
It was probably intended as a remarkable proof of the reſurrection, 
and the exiſtence of the ſoul in a ſeparate ſtate; thereby to encourage 
the righteous, and revive religion when it was at ſo low an ebb. 
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righteous man availed much, not only ſtopped the windows 
of heaven, but raiſed the widow's ſon to life. But the 
general truth it ſuggeſts is, that God is near to the ſouls that 
ſeek him, and his ear is ever open to their cry. | 

2. We have here undoubted proof of God's command 
over all creatures. He uſes them in judgment or mercy as 
he pleaſes; ſo he did the ravens. Of all birds, theſe we 


might have thought were the moſt unlikely to execute ſuch 


a commiſſion, Yet God overcame their inſtin&, directed 
their motions, and made them conſtant in bringing their 
ſupplies to the prophet. Who would not truſt him in the 
greateſt ſtraits! He can provide tables in the wilderneſs; 


ravens ſhall become purveyors and ſervitors, rather than 


his prophets ſhall be ſtarved or injured. 


3. We learn to be liberal even of a little. If God has 


iven us but little, let us be ready to do good to others; to 
et them ſhare with us. Water was at that time a ſcarce com- 
modity ; yet the — widow, in her great neceſſity, was 
ready to relieve a ſtranger. Thoſe who are in low circum- 
ſtances have no excuſe for being uncharitable. Let every 
one give of his little. Even à cup of cold water ſhall not loſe 
its reward. 

4. We ſhould learn, when providence is moſt remarka- 
bly kind, to prepare for rebukes and trials. This woman 
was happy in a conſtant ſupply of food, in the ſociety, in- 
ſtructions and prayers of the prophet, and then her ſon 
died. We ſhould never think our mountain ſtands ſo ſtrong 
that it cannot be moved, Let us confider this as a chang- 


ing world, and uſe relations and comforts as tho* we had 


them not; fitting looſe to all, for the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away. 


6. Let us improve our afflictions as ſeaſons for refleting 
on our fin. The deſign of affliction is to call fin to remem- 
brance, to embitter it to us, and encreaſe our hatred of it. 
May we labour to improve it to this purpoſe ! then we 
ſhall-not ſuffer in vain. It is meet to * ſaid unto God, 1 
have borne chaſtiſement, I will not offend any more, Job 
XXXIV, 3 f. 


6. Let us think of the joy with which ſaints ſhall be re- 


ſtored at the general reſurrection, when all eyes — 
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fixed on Chriſt, by whom the great work ſhall be accom- 
liſhed. With what rapture did the widow receive her fon ! 
ith what reſpe& and joy did ſhe look upon Elijah! So 
faints, eſpecially relations and acquaintance, ſhall meet 
one another above, and be joined in their complete — pom 
at the reſurrection ; they ſhall adore the power 
that produced the change, ſhall ſee all 2 words of the the 
Lord accompliſhed, and Jeſus appearing as the faithful and 
true witneſs. | 
7. When God's own people are rebellious and diſobe- 


dient, he confers their 1 upon ſtrangers. Our 


Lord's own reflection is illuſtrated by this ſtory, Luke iv. 25. 
But T tell you of a truth mam widows were in Iſrael in the days 
of Elias, when the heavens were ſhut up three years and fix 
months, when great famine was throughout all the land. But 
wnto none of them was Elias ſent 8 0 
9 " 
for their obſtinacy and unbelief, 5 — Ty pri- 
vileges, and transferring them to ers, if they do not 
value and improve them. May we of this nation conſider 
ſuch awful diſpenſations, leſt the goſpel be taken from us, 
2 ſent to a nation that will make a better improvement 
it. 


C HAP. XVIII. 


Elijalt's interview with Obadiah and Ahab, and Baal Pro- 
* 3 and the removal of the calamity by "obtaining rain, 


ND it came to [after] many days, that the 
a word of the Loxp came to Elijah in the third 
year of his'flight, ſaying, Go, ſhow thyſelf unto Ahab, 
acquaint him with the cauſe of the calamity, and exhort him 
2 ſo remove it, then ] will ſend rain upon the earth. And 
Elijah went boldly to ſhow himſelf unto Ahab. And 
{there was] a fore famine in Samaria, which might have 
provoked Ahab the more to deſtroy him. 
S And Ahab called Obadiah, which [was] the gov 
- nor of [his] houſe, Now Obadiah feared the Lare 
| greatly: 


tly ; he was a good man, who did not worſhip Baal; 
ut Ahab connived at it, becauſe he was a faithful ſervant : 
4 For it was [ſo,] when Jezebel cut off the prophets of 

the Loxp, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, or 


ſudents, who were preachers of righteouſneſs, and ſome f 


them occaſionally 1 and hid them by fifty in a cave, 
5 and fed them with bread and water. And Ahab ſaid 
unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of 
water, and unto all brooks, where graſs wwas moſt likely 

to be found: peradventure we may find grals to fave the 
horſes and mules alive, that we loſe not all the beaſts, 

6 many of which were dead already. So they divided the 
land between them to paſs throughout it: Ahab went one 
way by himſelf, and Obadiah went another way by him- 


he would truſt none but himſelf and Obadiah, leſt 


others, by preſents or entreaties, might conceal graſs or food. 

7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold,” Elijah met 
him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, ng 
him the greateſt reſpelt, and ſaid, [Art] thou that my 
lord Elijah? This was @ ftrange word from the lord high 

$ ſteward of Tſrael to a poor prophet. And he anſwered him, 
I [am:] go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah [is here.] 

9 And he ald. hat have I ſinned, that thou wouldſt 
deliver thy ſervant into the hand of Ahab to ſlay me? 

It Twill be at the hazard of my life to give him this informa- 

10 tion. [As] the Lorp thy God liveth, there is no na- 
tion or kingdom, whither my lord hath not ſent to 
ſeek thee, to bring thee back to revoke the ſentence: and 
when they faid, [He is] not [there;] he took an oath 

| of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee' not. 
11 And now thou fayeſt, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah 
12 [is here.] And it ſhall come to paſs, [as ſoon as] I 
am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lon ſhall 
carry thee whither I know not;* and [ſo] when I come 


and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he ſhall ſlay 


me becauſe ¶ did not ſecure thee when thou waſt in my power: 
but I thy ſervant fear the Loxp from my youth; [have 

not been like the reſt of the courtiers, and therefore hope thou 

| | wilt 

| Perhaps this was ſometimes the caſe, when Ahab and Jezebel 
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16 to-day. So Obadiah went to meet Aha 


18 and a friend 


22 were not able to an 
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13 wilt be concerned for my ſafety: Was it not told my lord, 
what I did when Jezebel flew the prophets of the Lozp, 


how I hid an hundred men of the Logv's prophets by 
fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water ? 


14 And now thou ſayeſt, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah 


15 [is here:] and he ſhall ſlay me. And Elijah ſaid, [As] 
the Lord of hoſts liveth, before whom I ſtand, and 
. whoſe ſervant I am, I will ſurely ſhow =. 5 unto him 
» not doubti 
but God would preſerve him, and told him: and Aha 
went to meet Elijah. | 
17 And it came to paſs, when Ahab ſaw Elijah, that 
Ahab ſaid unto him [Art] thou he that troubleth Iſ- 
rael? He begins furiouſly, and charges him with bringing 
theſe calamities upon Iſrael, under colour of being a prophet 
And he anſwered, I have not troubled 
Ifrael ; but thou and thy father's houſe, in'that ye have 
forſaken the commandments of the Loxp, and thou 
haſt followed Baalim; hy fins are the cauſe of all the judg- 
19 ments that are come upon the nation. Now therefore let us 
bring the matter to a fair trial, and ſee who are the troublers 
of Iſrael, and in order to this ſend, [and] gather to me all 
Iſrael unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 
four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves 
20 four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.” So Ahab 
ſent unto all the children of Iſrael, the princes and elders, 
and gathered the prophets together unto mount Car- 
mel. 8 
21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and faid, How 
long halt ye between two opinions? lite lame men, who 
tread dubiouſly and not firmly ? If the Lox [be] God, fol- 
low him: but if Baal, then] follow him; there can be but 
one ſupreme, all. perfect God; ſee which that is, and renounce 
- the other competitors. And the people anſwered him not a 
word ; they knew not what to ſay, and were aſhamed that they 
in ſo plain a caſe. Then ſaid Elijah 
unto the people, I, [even] I only, remain a prop 4 
Aſtarte, or the moon, was the goddeſs of the Sidonians, for 


whoſe prieſts bel kept a table, and were her domeſtick 
chaplains. wy ” 7 _ bh 
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of the LogD, publickly to own and plead the cauſe of Cod; 
but Baal's prophets [are] four hundred and fifty men, 
23 and have all external aids on their ſides. Let them there- 4 
fore give us two bullocks; and let them chooſe one | 
bullock for themſelves, and cut it in pieces, and lay 1 
[it] on wood, and put no fire under:] and I will dreſs =— 
the 'other bullock, and lay [it] on wood, and put no | | . 
24 fire under:] And call ye on the name of your gods, & 
and I will call on the name of the Loxp: and the God = 
that anſwereth by fire, let him be God. And all the 1 
people anſwered and ſaid, It is well ſpoken. 4 
25 And Elijah ſaid unto the prophets of Baal, Chooſe | 
you one bullock for yourſelyes, and dreſs [it] firſt; for 
ye [are] many; and call on the name of your gods, but 
26 put no fire [under.”*] And they took the bullock which 
was given them, and they dreſſed [it,] and called on 
the name of Baal from morning even until noon, wen 
the fun was in its greateſt ſtrength, ſaying, O Baal, hear 
us. But [there was] no voice, nor any that anſwered. 
And they leaped upon the altar which was made; kept 
leaping and dancing round the altar. This was common amon | 
the worſhippers of the fun, as that they believed Put all things | 
27 into motion. And it came to paſs at noon, that Elijah | 
mocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud: for he [is] a god; [2 
either he is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is in a = 
Journey, [or] peradventure he ſleepeth, and muſt be | 
28 awaked.* And they cried aloud, and cut themſelves 
after their manner with knives and lancets, till. the p 
29 blood guſhed out upon them. And it came to paſs, 4 
when mid-day was paſt, and they propheſied, hat is, k. 
Prayed and ſung hymns in honour of Baal, until the time] 1 
i. 0t 
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Elijah, being a fingle man, gives them the preference; and | 
beſides, if Jehovah had anſwered firſt, Baal's prophets might have | 
formed ſome excuſe for not anſwering; above all, their diſap- | 
pointment would make his ſucceſs the more remarkable, | 

1 He ſaid this, to rouſe them out of their ſtupidity, and con- | 
vince the people of the folly of idolatry. As if he had ſaid, | 

ur god 1s alittle deaf; or he is buſy about ſome diſpatches z or 
in travelling to ſome place, where you muſt ſend after him; or he 
has a narrow capacity, and cannot attend to two things at once; 
therefore cry again, perhaps he is aſleep, make more noiſe, 


——— 
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of the offering of the [evening] ſacrifice, till three o'clock 
in the afternoon; that [there was] neither voice, nor 

any to anſwer, nor any that regarded; all was in vain, 
30 And Elijah ſaid unto all the people, Come near unto 
| me. And all the people came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the Logo [that was] broken down. 

31 And Ehjah took twelve ftones, according to the num. 
ber of the tribes of the ſons of Jacob, 1% ſhow that he 
<vorſhipped the God of the patriarchs, and was concerned for 

the happineſs of Iſrael, unto whom the word of the Loxp 
came, when his family was purged from idolatry, ſaying, 

32 Iſrael ſhall be thy name: And with the ſtones he built 
an altar in the name of the Loxp : and he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as would contain two meaſures 
33 of ſeed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the 
bullock in pieces, and laid [him] on the wood, and 
ſaid, Fill four barrels with water from the ſea, which: 
*was at the foot of mount Carmel, (Fer. xlvi. 18.) and 
pour [it] on the burnt facrifice, and on the wood, 
34 that they may ſee there is no cheat. And he ſaid, Do 
lit] the ſecond time. And they did [it] the ſecond 

35 time, And he faid, Do [it] the third time. And 

they did [it] the third time, And the water ran 
round about the altar; and he filled the trench alſo 

36 with water. And it came to pals at [the time of] the 

offering of the [evening] ſacrifice, when the people of 
God were worſhipping at Jeruſalem, that Elijah the pro- 
het came near, and ſaid, Loxp, God of Abraham, 
ac, and of Iſrael, let it be known this day that thou 
art] God in Iſrael, and [that] I [am] thy ſervant, and 
[that] 1 have done all theſe things at thy word, .have 
37 brought the famine by thy command. Hear me, O Lox, 

hear me, that this people may know that thou [art] 

the Loxp God, and [that] thou haſt turned their heart 

back again; wrought this miracle to reduce them from idol- 
atry to thy own ſervice, This was @ ſhort prayer, offered 

r The chipper of Baal had broken down God's altar, and 

ſet up one to Baal in its ſtead ; but Elijah repaired the altar of 

the Lord, to intimate that he intended to reffore the worſhip gf 
the true God again. 
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Fun a calm mind, and not, like Baa#s prieſts, in a fury. 
38 Then the fire of the Loxn fell, and conſumed the 
burnt ſacrifice, and the wood, and the ſtones, and the 
duſt, and licked up the water that [was] in the trench. 
It had a remarkable effe, parching the ground aud conſum- 
ing the ſtones. Elijah's God was not talking, or purſuing, or 
39 ſleeping ; he heard and anſwered immediately. And when 
all the people ſaw Fit,] they fell on their faces: and 
they ſaid, The Lox, he [is] the God; the Lokd, he 
[is] the God; they were ſtruck into conſternation, the caſe 
was ſo plain; and were deeply affected with this demonſtra- 
40 tion of Jehovah's divinity. And Elijah faid unto them, 
Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them eſcape. 
And they took them: and Elijah brought them down 
to the brook Kiſhon, and flew them there; and Ahab 
was ſo impreſſed that he durſt not oppoſe it, more eſpecially, 
as it was the way to have rain. , 
41 And Elijah faid unto Ahab, Get thee up, hat is, 
From the brook where the prieſts were ſlain, to his tent on 
the fide of the hill, eat and drink, take refreſhment, (hav- 
ming faſted till evening, waiting the event of the trial) fot 
42 [there is] a ſound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went 
up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top 
of Carmel; and he caſt himſelf down upon the earth, 
and put his face between his knees, in an humble poſture, 
43 to ſeek God's continued interpoſition, And ſaid to his ſer- 
vant, Go up now, look toward the fea. And he went 
up, and looked, and faid, [There is] nothing. And 
44 he ſaid, Go again ſeven times. And it came to paſs 
at the ſeventh time, that he ſaid, Behold, there ariſeth 
a little cloud out of the ſea, like a man's hand. And 
he ſaid, Go 3, ſay unto Ahab, Prepare [thy chariot, ] 
and get thee down, that the rain ſtop thee not, lſt it 
45 feoell the brooks, and make the way impaſſable. And it 
came to paſs in the mean while, that the heaven was 
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. 
And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel, where he had a 
46 And the hand of the Lozp was on Elijah; and 
be girded up his loins, his long garment, that it might 
W. 1H 7 S* not 
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wot hinder him, and ke ran before Ahab to the entrance 
of Jezreel, but did not chooſe to go in for fear of Jezebel. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E E the power of divine grace in ſecuring Oba- 
diah's eſs in this dangerous place. Tho? ſur- 
_ rounded with ſo many temptations he kept his integrity. 
Bleſſed be God, ſome ſuch extraordinary inſtances are til! 
to be found. | 

2. They that fear the Lord in their youth, come to fear 
him greatly. So Obadiah He began betimes, and made 
great progreſs in piety, zeal and hoſpitality. Early piety 

mes eminent piety. This is a motive to young perſons 
to remember their creator in the days of their youth. , 

3. We infer, that finners, not reformers, are the troub- 
lers of Iſrael, Uſeful, zealous reformers are often called 
ſo: Chriſt and his apoftles were ſaid to turn the world upſide 
down. Elijah was really the beſt guard to Iſrael; better 
than chariots and horſemen. Sin is a great diſturber of 
families, churches, towns, and kingdoms, and the whole 
world. All miſchief is owing to it. Therefore let us keep 
from even the appearance of evil. 1 

4. We may in general judge how men ſtand affected to 
God, by the manner in which they treat his miniſters. 
Obſerve the difference between Ahab and his ſteward, The 
one was faucy and inſolent, the other moſt polite and re- 
ſpectful. He that loves the maſter, loves the ſervants for 


religion, Some worſhipped Jehovah, to pleaſe the pro- 


ways; their hearts are not right with God, therefore they 


are not ſound in his ſtatutes, 
, i 6. External 
God Elij ah extraordinary ſtrength to run before Ahab, 
N e ee and. tat all et might fs 
that the glory of this miracle had not made him proud or inſolent. 


* 
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6. External pomp and grandeur is no fign of a true 
church. The 12 make this a mark of it, but it is 
wrong. Many l e prophets are well fed, while God's pro- 

hets may be hid in caves, and have only bread and water; 
bor ſtill the fornier are falſe ones, and God's prophets the 
only true ones. Judge not from outward appearance. 

7. See the vanity. of idolatry, and the power of God. 
Surely no idolatry ever made fo contemptible a figure, or 
was ſo juſtly ridiculed: But how glorious does the God of 
Hrael appear in the midſt of this conqueſt, and in his power 
over all the elements. We have reaſon to ſay, He is God; 
and to be thankful for the light of the goſpel; or we, like 
theſe prophets, ſhall be aſhamed and confounded. 

8. We are taught perſeverance in prayer. Elijah ſent 
his ſervant ſeven times, proſtrated himſelf humbly, and 
continued inftant in prayer. The Lord will at length come 
and will not tarry. Wait patiently for him; he is 4 God 
who heareth prayer. | 

Small beginnings often produce great and wonder- 
effects. A cloud no bigger than a man's hand covered 
the heavens. . This is often applicable to feeble. attempts 
of ſervice, and the wonderful ſucceſs of the goſpel. -Let 
us then encourage ourſelves in God, and not deſpiſe the 
day of ſmall things. | n 

10. Thoſe who are inſtruments of the greateſt publick 

oy » ſhould learn to behave themſelves modeſtly and hum- 
ly. Elijah was not elated with this extraordinary triumph; 
he paid reſpect to Ahab, as a king, tho' he was a wicked 
man, Let all learn to know their place, and remember, 
that humility is their brighteſt ornament; adds the great- 
eſt luſtre to wealth, honour, and uſefulneſs, and recom- F 
mends thoſe who are poſſeſſed of it to the favour of God | 


and man. 
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CHA P. XIix. | 

An account of Elijats flight from Fezebel into the wilderneſs ; 

the extraordinary appearance of God to im; the directions he 
received; and his beginning to execute his commiſſion. | 


I ND Ahab 70 excuſe himſelf, and throw the blame 
| A upon Elijah, told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, 
how he had brought fire from heaven, and rain upon ear th, 
and withal how he had ſlain all the prophets of Baal with 

2 the ſword. Then Jezebel ſent a meſſenger unto Eljah, 
ſaying, So let the gods do [to me,] and more alſo, if 
I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to- 

3 morro about this time. And when he ſaw [that,] he 
aroſe, and went for his life, and came to Beer-ſheba, 
which [belongeth] to Judah, whert Ahab had no power, 
and expelted protection under Fehoſbaphat, and he left his 
ſervant there, not willing to expoſe him to the hardſhips he 
might meet with. | ; 

4 But he himſelf went 4 day's journey into the wilder- 
neſs; not thinking himſelf quite ſecure where he was, he went 
into that wilderneſs where tlie Iſraclites had ſo long wandered, 

| and came and fat down under a juniper tree : and he re- 
queſted for himſelf that he might die; and ſaid, It is 
enough; now, O Lok, take away my life, for I 

| [am] not better than my fathers ; I hint myſelf not capa- 

Die to ds any more for thee, and that I had better die: I 
have lived as long as my fathers, or, I can pretend to no 
vrrtues ſuperior to their s, which may entitle me to the re- 
wards of a longer life. But God had more work for him to 

5 do. And as he lay and ſlept under a juniper tree, be- 
hold, then an angel touched him, and ſaid unto him, 

6 Ariſe ſand] eat. And he looked, and, behold, ¶ there 
was] a cake baken on the coals, and a cruſe of water 
at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him 

7 down again. And the angel of the Lozp — 


t Inſtead of falling under conviction, as might have been ex- 
„ ſhe was tranſported into a violent rage; and ſo infatuated 
her paſſion, as to ſend a meſſage to him; ſome think with an 
intent to affright him, and make him get out of the way, ſhe 
being afraid of the people after theſe miracles. 
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the ſecond time, and touched him, and faid, Ariſe 
[and] eat; becauſe the journey [is] too great for thee 
without extraordinary ſtrength, conſidering thy age. 
8 And he aroſe, and did eat and drink, and went in 
the ſtrength of that meat forty days and forty nights 
9 unto Horeb the mount of God.* And he came thither 
unto a chve, (Exodus xxxiii. 21, 22.) and lodged there; 
and, behold, the word of the Loxp [came] to him, 45 
the miniſtration of an angel, and he ſaid unto him, What 
doeſt thou here, Elijah? 7s this thy proper place and ſta- 
tion? canſt thou do me any ſervice here? This was à ſecret 
10 reproof for his flight. And he ſaid, I have been very 
jealous for the Loxp God of hoſts ; it is not out of indif- 
ference to his cauſe, or for want of zeal, but all is to no 
purpoſe: for the children of Iſrael have forſaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and ſlain thy pro- 
phets with the ſword ; and I, [even] I only, am left; 
and they ſeek my life, to take it away ; there is no one left 
to fland by me, and they are ſeeking my lift; I deſpair there- 
ore of doi good, this is the cauſe of my flight. 
11 pac © 1 'Go forth, and ſtand upon — be- 
fore the Lok, that I may give thee ſome extraordinary 
token of my preſence with thee. And, behold, the Lorp 
ed by, there was the appearance of the Shekinah, or 
glory of the Lord, and a great and ftrong wind rent the 
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the 
Lond; [but] the Lorp [was] not in the wind: and 
after the wind an earthquake; [but] the Lorp [was] 
12 not in the earthquake : And after the earthquake a fire ; 
[but] the Loxp [was] not in the fire: and after the 
Coy fire 
It was but a journey of four or five days; but he went thro? 
by -ways for fear of being purſued, and t time to reſt in dif- 
ferent places. 
Probably this was the cave in which Moſes was hid; here 
he ſeemed to take up his abode, and indulge his melancholy. 
According to the accounts we have of volcanos and fiery erup- 
tions, this — was exactly the operation of nature on ſuch 
occaſions, There was a violent ſtorm of wind, then an earthquake, 
and then fire broke out; nature was ſuffered to do its office with-- 
out interruption, God was in the ſtill, ſmall voice which E 
, this 
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13 fire a ſtill ſmall voice. And it was [fſo,] when Elijah 
beard [it,] the diftin## and gentle voice of God ſpeaking 10 
him, that he wrapped his — in his mantle, to expreſs 
tus reverence, and, not daring to look on the divine glory, le 
went out, and ſtood in the entering in of the cave. And, 
behold, [there came] a voice unto him, and ſaid, What 
doeſt thou here, Elijah? repeating the formeP queſtion, to 
14 which he returned the ſame anſwer, And he ſaid, I have 
been very jealous for the Loxp God of hoſts : becauſe 
the children of Iſrael have forſaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine- altars, and ſlain thy prophets with 
the ſword; and I, [even] I only, am left; and they 
15 ſeek my life to take it away. And the Logp faid unto 
him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderneſs of 
- Damaſcus: and when thou comeſt, anoint Hazael [to 
be] king over Syria, by whom I will puniſh this idolatrous 
16 and abſtinate people: And Jehu the ſon of Numfhi ſhalt 
thou anoint [to be] king over Iſrael: and Eliſha the ſon of 
Shaphat of Abel · meholah, ſhalt thou anoint { to be] pro- 
phbet in thy room; or, thou ſhalt take care that they be anoint- 
17 ed. And itſhall come to paſs, [that] him that eſcapeth the 
ſword of Hazael ſhall-Jehu ſlay; and him that eſcapeth 
18 from the ſword of Jehu ſhall Eliſha ſlay,” - Yet I have 
left [me] ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the knees which 
haye not bowed unto Baal, and every. mouth which 
hath not kiſſed him. This was de/igned-to entburage him; 
tio Tjfracl was degenerate, it was not ſo bad as he imagin- 
ed; there were ſeven thouſand tolo bad not worſhipped idols, 
and were ready 10 ſecond his attempis and declare againſt 
idalatry; this gave him freſh vigour. 
19 So he departed thence, and found Eliſha the ſon of 
Shaphat, who [was] ploughing [with] twelve yoke [of 
onen] before him, and he with the twelfth, being a great 
farmer, and a man of conſiderable wealth: and Elijah | 
4 l 3s. 8 4%, M0. . | : 7 . - ” - . : A pa ed 
this dreadful proceflion. This was intended to uſher in the She» 
kinah, and prepare the prophet's mind for the inſtructions of the 
author of nature. i 
Y Theſe three in their turn were to bring «judgments on the 
land ; Hazael in battle, Jchp in deſtroying Jezebel and the idola- 
trous prieſls, and Eliſha by corey divine judgments, ſlaying 
the children, and perhaps bringing a famine, 2 Kings vi. 24, Kc. 
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paſſed by him, and caſt his mantle upon him, kis pro- 
phetick habit, which was a kind of —_—— into the 

20 office. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and 
ſaid, Let me, I pray thee, kiſs my father and my mo- 
ther, and [then] I will follow thee. And he ſaid unto 
him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee ? 
there is nothing in ſuch a ceremony to incline thee to follow 
me, that inſtigation is from an higher power. Or rather, 
what I have done need be no hindrance to a decent and pru- 
dent regard to thy relations and worldly affairs, Luke v. 29. 

21 And he returned back from him, to take a friendly farewel 
of his relations and ſervants; and in token of joy at his new 

calling, and as a farewel feaſt to his family, he took a yoke 
of oxen, and flew them, and boiled their fleſh with the 
inſtruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and 
they did eat. Then he aroſe, and went after Elijah, 
and miniſtered unto him; he was ready to ſerve him in a 
lower ſtation, to pour water on his hands, till he was called 
out to extraordinary ſervices" as a prophet. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E hence learn, how incorrigible the hearts of 
finners are under the moſt ſenſible demonſtra- 
tions of the divine preſence and power. We might have 
thought that Jezebel, bad as ſhe was, could not have ſent 
ſuch a meſſage to a prophet ; eſpecially after he had given 
ſuch proofs of favour to her country by procuring rain. 
But nothing affected her mind. So fad a thing is a hard 
heart, and ſo difficult is it to be renewed and ſoftened. So 
true it is, that God alone can take away a heart of ſtone, and 
give us a heart of fleſh. | 
2. Learn what need the beſt of men have to guard their 
hearts againſt irregular ſallies; eſpecially under ill uſage - 
for doing their duty. Behold the prophet under the juniper 
tree, pouring out impatient wiſhes that he may die] Let 
us lament the weakneſs of this excellent man. He that 
was ſo bold before Ahab, who raiſed the dead child, opened 
and ſhut heaven, and brought fire from above and rain on 
the earth, to fear the threats of a woman, and wiſh to die 
C 4 for 
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for fear of dying! Is this then my lord Elijah? A melancholy 
inſtance of what we are when left to ourſelves. He was a 
man of like paſſions with us. May we learn therefore to 
guard our hearts, and to rule our ſpirits, for this was writ- 
ten for our admonition. | 
3. Let us fo behave ourſelves, as to be able to anſwer in 
the fight of God what buſineſs we have in the places where 
we are. What doefſt thou here, Elijah? It was a juſt and gentle 
reproof; is this a time for good men, for prophets, to re- 
tire, when their ſervice is ſo much needed? Let us often 
put the queſtion to ourſelves, What if we ſhould hear 
God's voice ſaying to us when at alehouſes, aſſemblies, or 
in. bad company, working or journeying on ſabbath days, 
What doeſt thou here? how ſhould we anſwer it? Let us 
often ſay to ourſelves, Does God call me to this? Am I in 
the way of duty? Can I be uſeful here ? Is this my proper 
place? In ſuch inſtances let us act with holy caution and 
ear, remembering that we are accountable to God. 
4. This appearance to Elijah, is an emblem of God's 
manner of dealing with men in bringing them to himſelf. 
He is not in the wind, in an earthquake, &c. but by the 
terrors of the law, and alarms of conſcience, he makes way 
for the goſpel. In religious matters there is not always the 
_ greateſt fervency and devotion, and the moſt of God, where 
there is the greateſt noiſe : God way for himſelf by 
terrible things in righteouſneſs. But he ſpeaks powerfully and 
ſweetly to the heart in his ſtill /mall voice of mercy and peace. 
. — — — there may be more good 
men than we think there are, reſerved by God for himſelf. 
This is applicable to the preſent day. Rom. xi. 4, 5. But 
what ſays the anſwer of God unto him! I have reſerved to 
myſelf ſeven thouſand men who have not bowed the knee to the 
image of Baal. Even ſo then, at this preſent time alſo, 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace. The great 
zeal of good men makes them overlook many; who are 
often aſhamed to be ſeen when perſecuted, reproached, and 
bantered ; yet they may be more than we imagine. It is a 
comfort that God diſcerns them; the Lord knoweth them that 
are his. Let us rejoice in this, and take encouragement in 
our reſolute attempts to promote religion. If we 8 
| or 
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for God, others may join us, or at leaſt thouſands may 
pray for us. P | 

6. See how effectually God can ſtir up men to undertake 
his work, even amidſt great diſcouragements. Behold how 
readily Eliſha goes after Elijah, If he had conſulted fleſh 
and blood he would have been very unwilling to be in Eli- 
jah's ſituation, when thus hunted, in theſe dangerous times, 


-* when there was nothing to be expected but perſecution, 


Yet Eliſha choſs to be ſervant to a prophet, rather than 
maſter of a large farm; and chearfully reſigned all for God, 
The power of divine grace can conquer every prejudice, 
and remove every objection. Thoſe are not worthy of God's 
ſervice, who do not efteem it the higheſt honour and 
ferment z yet many decline it, eſpecially in publick charac- 
ters, and particularly in degenerate days. When the harveſt 
is great, and the labourers are few, this ſtory ſhould en- 
courage our prayers to the Lord of the harveſt, that he would 
ſend more labourers into it. | 


— — 
c HAP. XX. 75 | 
We hear nothing of Elijah in this or the next chapter; he was 
probably ſecking out ſome” of the ſeven thouſand who had not 


bowed the knee to Baal, and was founding and inſtructing ſome 
of the ſchools of the prophets. In this chapter is an account 


m—_—_—— 


of Ben-hadad befieging Samaria ;, the defeat of his army by the | 


Iſraelites ;, he renews the attack, and is again defeated; Ahab 
makes a fooliſh treaty with Ben-hadad, and is reproved for 
his folly. * 

3 ND Ben-hadad the king of Syria (the ſon of Ben- 


hadad mentioned before) gathered all his hoſt to- 


ether: and [there were] thirty and two ,kings with 
im, petty kings who were tributary to him, and horſes, 
and chariots: and he went up and befieged Samaria, 
and warred againſt it, for what reaſon does not appear, 

2 And he ſent meſſengers to Ahab king of Iſrael into the 
3 city, and ſaid unto him, Thus ſaith Ben-hadad, Thy 
flver and thy gold [is] mine; thy wives alſo and thy 

| children, 
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children, [even] the goodlieſt, [are] mine; he expected 
4 every thing to be delivered at diſcretiom. And the king of 
Iſrael anſwered and ſaid, My lord, O king, — 
to thy ſaying, I [am] thine, and all that I have, he was 
willing to become tributary to him if he would raiſe the fiege, 

5 And the meſſengers came again, and ſaid, Thus ſpeak. 
eth Ben-hadad, ſaying, Although I have ſent unto 
thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt deliver me thy filver, and 

6 thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children; Yet I will 
ſend my ſervants unto thee to-morrow about this time, 
and they ſhall ſearch thine houſe, and the houſes of thy 
ſervants; and it ſhall be, ¶ that] whatſoever is pleaſant 
in thine eyes, they ſhall put [it] in their hand, and 

7 take [it] away.* Then the king of Iſrael called all the 
elders of the land, and faid, Mark, I pray you, and 
ſee how this ſ man] ſeeketh miſchief : for he ſent unto 
me for my wives, and for my children, and for my 

8 filver, and for my gold; and I denied him not. And 
all the elders and all the people ſaid unto him, Hearken 

9 not [unto him, ] nor conſent. Wherefore he ſaid unto 
the meſſengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the king, 
All that thou didſt ſend for to thy ſervant at the firſt, I 
will do: but this thing I may not do, I will ſtand 10 the 
firſt conceſſion, and no more. And the meſſengers depart- 
10 ed, and brought him word again. And Ben-hadad 
fent unto him, and ſaid, The gods do ſo unto me, and 
more alſo, if the duſt of Samaria ſhall ſuffice for hand- 
fuls for all the people that follow me; he would bring 
ſuch an army as would deftray the wwhole city, and carry away 
the duſt of it; ſo many that there would be but an handful 
11 for every one. And the king of Iſraęel anſwered and ſaid, 
Tell him,] Let not him that girdeth on [his harneſs] 
boaſt himſelf as he that putteth it off. Ahab being en. 
couraged by the zeal and unanimity of his council, ſent him a 
very juſt reproof, not to triumph before he had gained the 
12 vitlory, And it came to paſs, when ¶ Ben- hadad] heard 


Finding Ahab ſo ſubmiſſive, he enlarged his demands; and 
now he ſhall not only become his vaſſal, but he would take 
away his royal treaſures, and the treaſures of his ſubjects, and 
every valuable thing that Ahab was fond of, to mortify him, 


13 


14 


I. KINGS. XX, 411 


this meſſage, as he [was] drinking, he and the kings 
in the pavilions, ' that he ſaid unto his ſervants, Set 
[yourſelyes in array,] he gives immediate orders to attack 
the city. And they ſet [themſelves in array] againſt 
the city. | 
And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab 
king of Iſrael, it does not appear who he tat, but he came 
boldly, not being afraid, as he had a good meſſage, ſaying, 
Thus faith the Loxp, Haſt thou ſeen all this great 2 
titude ? probably he had been viewing them from the towers 
o Samaria; behold, I will deliver it into thine hand this 
ay; and thou ſhalt know that I [amÞ the Lorp, that 
Fehovah, and not Baal hath given thi the victary. And 


Ahab ſaid, By whom? And he faid, Thus faith the 


Lob, [Even] by the young men of the princes of the 


15 ſmall an 


16 ſucceeded, theſe were to join in the purſi 


17 


provinces, that is, the pages and ſervants of the princes, 


young raw perſons, who knew nothing of military affairs, 


who lived in eaſe and luxury, and therefore were very unfit 
for the buſineſs. Then he ſaid, Who ſhall order the 
battle, who ſhall head them? And he anſwered, Thou, 
I was rather a mortifying circumſtance to be the leader of ſa 
ay Then he numbered the young men of the 
princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred 
and thirty two, heſe were to begin the aſſault : and after 
them he numbered all the * [even] all the child- 
ren of Iſrael, being) ſeven thouſand; theſe were all he 
could immediately muſter to go in the rear; if the young men 
wt. And they went 
out at noon. - But Ben-hadad [was] drinking himſelf 
drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and 
two kings that helped him. And the young men of 


the princes of the provinces, went out firſt; and Ben- 


hadad hearing a buſtle, ſent out to enguire the cauſe, and 


they told him, ſaying, There are men come out of 


18 


Samaria, à ſmall party is coming out of the city. And he 
ſaid, Whether they be come out for peace, take them 
alive; or whether they be come out for war, take them 
alive; he thought it beneath him to fight with ſo few, and 


19 therefore orders them to be taken alive, So theſe young 
men of the princes of the provinces came out of the 


city, 


#6 - 
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city, and the army which followed them; they led the 
20 way, and the ſmall army followed them. And they flew 
every one his man who came to apprehend him: and the 
Syrians fled, being ſtruck with a panick, ſuppoſing the 
army to be muck greater than it was; and Iſrael purſued 
them: and Ben-hadad the king of Syria eſcaped on an 

21 horſe with the horſemen. And the king of Iſrael went 
out, and ſmote the horſes and chariots, and flew the 
Syrians with a great ſlaughter, he totally routed them. 

22 And the prophet came to the king of Iſrael, and faid 
unto him, Go, ſtrengthen thyſelf, and mark, and ſee 
what thou dt, make the beſt preparation againſt another 

attack ; for at the return of the year the king of Syria 

23 will come up againſt thee. And the ſervants of the 
king of Syria came 10 conſult with him about the next cam- 
paigu, and ſaid unto him, Their gods [are] gods of the 
hills, their's is an hilly country, therefore they were 
ſtronger than we; but let us fight againſt them in the 
plain, and ſurely we ſhall be ftronger than they; ther- 
eur chariots and horſes will be more uſeful, and their god: 

24 cannot help them, And do this thing, Take the kin 
away, - every man out of his place, ut captains in 


their rooms: the kings will not fight well as it is not for 


their own country; and they are too delicate and effeminate , 
Jour own experienced captains will obey orders and fight bet- 
25 ter. And number thee an afmy, like the army that 
 - » thou haſtloſt, horſe for horſe, and chariot for chariot: 
and we will fight againſt them in the plain, [and] 
furely we ſhall be ſtronger than they. And he hearken- 
26 ed unto their voice, and did ſo. And it came to pals 
ys — the return = the year, that — — * 

| e Syrians, went up to Aphek,* to fight 
27 Ie! And the children « of Iſrael were num 2 
were all preſent, all they could get together, and went 
— them: and the children of Iſrael pitched before 
| em like two little flocks of kids; but the Syrians 
28 filled the country. And there came a man of _ 
This was a fortified town, taken from the Iſraelites by Ben- 
hadad's father, Here they might ſecure a retreat, while they fought 
in the plain of Galilee, which lay near it, | 
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— 
and ſpake unto the king of Iſrael, and ſaid, Thus faith 
the Lord, Becauſe the Syrians have ſaid, The Loo 
[is] God of the hills, but he [is] not God of the val- 
lies: therefore will I deliver all this great multitude 
into thine hand, and ye ſhall know thatI [am] the Load, 
29 the univerſal Lord of all places, perſons and things. And 
they pitched one over _ the other ſeven days before 
the battle, becauſe the Iſraelites were on a hill, and the 
Syrians waited till they came down. And [ſo] it was, 
that in the ſeventh day the battle was joined: and the 
children of Iſrael flew of the Syrians an hundred thou- 
30 ſand footmen in one day. But the reſt fled to Aphek, 
into the city, or over the wall of the city, to defend it; and 


[there] a wall fellzupon twenty and ſeven thouſand of 


the men [that were] left.. And Ben-hadad fled, and 
came into the city, into an inner chamber, in the 
Hebrew, into a chamber within a chamber, where he hid 
um. 


31 And his ſervants ſaid unto him, Behold now, we 


have heard that the kings of the houſe of Iſrael [are] 
merciful kings, bear that character by the manner in which 
they treated \their captives taken in former actions: let us, 

I pray thee, put ſackcloth on our loins, in token of ſor- 
row, and ropes upon our heads, denoting the puniſhment 
they deſerved, and that they were ready to ſurrender at dif- 
cretion, and go out to the king of Iſrael: peradventure 

32 he will fave thy life. So they girded ſackcloth on their 
loins, and [put] ropes on their heads, and came to the 
king of Iſrael, and ſaid, Thy ſervant Ben-hadad faith, 

I pray thee, let me live. And he faid, [Is] he yet 
alive? he [is] my brother; I am glad to hear he did not 

 - periſh in battle; he is my brother as a king; not in religion, 
33 but in royalty. Now the men did diligently obſerve 


whether [any thing would come] from him, and did 


haſtily 


b Here the honour of God was e concerned, leſt he 
the 


ſhould be thought like the gods o nations. * 
© Dr. KexnnicotT ſhows that the Hebrew word for wall may 
juſtly rendered a burning wind. The reſt fled into the city, 
and the burning wind fell upon twenty-ſeven thouſand of 
men that were left, So probably Sennacherib's army was de- 
ſtroyed, 2 Kings xix. 35, compared with v. 7. | | 
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7 | 
haſtily catch [it;] hey watched for any word that might 
turn to their advantage; and they ſaid, Thy brother 

" . Ben-hadad. Then he faid, Go ye, bring him. Then 
Ben-hadad came forth to him; and he cauſed him to 

34 come up into the chariot. And [Ben-hadad] ſaid unto 
him, The cities, which my father took from thy fa. 
ther, I will reſtore, aud thus make reſtitution for the 
damages done; and thou ſhalt make ftreets for thee in 
Damaſcus, as my father made in Samariaz he would be- 
come his vaſſal, allow him to build a citadel; to keep the 
town in awe, ſtreets to live in, and to carry on a free trad:. 
Then [faid Ahah, ] I will ſend thee away with this cove- 

nant. So he made a covenant with him, and ſent him 
away; but he ſoon broke the covenant, ſee ch. xxii. 2. 

35 And a certain man of the ſons of the prophets, who 
was trained up in the callege or academy,* ſaid unto his 
neighbour, another of the ſons of the prophets, in the 
word of the Loxb, by the divine command, Smite me, I 
pray thee, that he might look like a wounded ſoldier. And 
the man thought it inhuman to do ſo, and refuſed to ſmite 

36 him. Then faid he unto him, Becauſe thou haſt not 
obeyed the voice of the Lond, behold, as ſoon as thou 
art departed from me, a lion ſhall ſlay thee. And as 
ſoon as he was departed from him, à lion found him, 

37 and ſlew him. Then he found another man, and ſaid, 
Smite me, I pray thee. And the man ſmote him, fo 

38 that in ſmiting he wounded him.] So the prophet de- 
parted, and waited for the king by the way, and diſ- 
guiſed himſelf with aſhes upon his face; his face was be- 

39 ſmeared with blood and dirt. And as the king 22 by, he 

+. cried unto. the king: and he ſaid, Thy ſervant went 
out into the midſt of the battle; and, behold, a man, 4 

| | y com- 

engere be- 


7 


4 The Jews ſay it was Micaiah; and it is 1 
cauſe Ahab ſaid of him, that he only prophefied 


© This puniſhment was not too ſevere if we conſider the man- 
ner in which he was commanded to ſmite him. Being a ſon of 
the prophets, he well knew the meaning of that ſolemn charge 
in the name Or in the word of the Lord. It was alſo an intima» 
tion to Ahab, that if a prophet was not ſpared for refuſing to 
ſmite an innocent man at the word of the Lord, how ſhould he 


eſcape for ſparing an impious and tyrannical king. 
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commander, turned aſide, and brought a man unto me, 
and ſaid, Keep this man @ priſoner : if by any means 
he be miſſing, then ſhall thy life be for his life, or elſe 
40 thou ſhalt pay a talent of ſilver. And as thy ſervant 
was buſy here and there, he was gone. And the king 
of Iſrael ſaid unto him, So [ſhall] thy judgment ſ be; 
thyſelf haſt decided [it,] it is no more than thou deſerveſt 
for breach of orders; forgetting how he d;ſniſſed Ben-hadad 
41 willingly, while this was done unwillngly. And he haſted, 
and took the aſhes away from his face; and the king of 
Iſrael diſcerned Him that he [was] of the prophets, 
either by his habit and geſture, or ſome of his courtiers knew 
42 him. And he faid Kato him, Thus faith the Logo, 
Becauſe thou haſt let go out of [thy] hand, a man 
whom I appointed 7 utter deſtruction, becauſe a blaſ- 
phemer of the God of Iſrael,” therefore thy life ſhall go for 
43 his life, and thy people for his people. And the king 
of Iſrael went to his houſe, heavy and diſpleaſed, and 
came to Samaria; this dreadful meſſage from God, whoſe 
word he had found true, ** the joy of his victory. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. LET not him that puttcth on the armour boaſt himſelf as 
he that putteth it off. Let not him who is preparing 
for action triumph before the victory. This was perhaps 
the wiſeſt ſpeech Ahab ever made. It teaches us all to be 
humble and diffident; to watch always againſt our ſpiritual 
enemies; and not be confident in our own ftrength, but 
mark and ſee what we are to do, and how we may beſt ſe- 
cure ourſelves. Pride goeth before deſtruftion,. and a haughty 

ſpirit before a fall. | 
2. Let us reflect on the ſtrange turns which human af- 
fairs 


r Ahab might have particular orders to put him to death; or 
it was intimated when God declared, v. 38, that he would de- 
liver them into his hands. He ſhould therefore have confidered 
him as God's priſoner, and aſked advice of the prophet how to 
diſpoſe of him. | 

© Three years after this Ahab was ſlain in battle by a Syrian, 
and Hazael brought heavy puniſhments upon the people for their 
continued impiety and idolatry, 


. 
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fairs ſometimes take. See what haughty airs Ben-hadad 
gave himſelf; the duſt of Samaria ſhall not ſuffice for handfuls 

for all the people that follow me: but now, thy ſervant Ben- 
hadad ſaith, I pray thee let me live. Hence we ſhould learn not 
to be proud when in high ſtations, and not to deſpiſe the 
weak and poor, who are our inferiors. Mie know not what 


| | will be on the morrow; what changes are before us. Let us 


therefore not provoke or inſult any one; but make as few 
enemies, and gain as many friends, as poſſible. 

3. We ſhould lament the ignorance and folly of theſe 
heathens. They had their topical gods of different coun- 
tries and different parts; gods of the trees, and vallies, and 
hills. While we are aſtoniſhed at it, let us lament the corrup- 
tion of human nature, and the prevalence of ignorance and 
ſuperſtition, which was ſo contrary to the principles of reaſon; 


and thank God that we enjoy the light of the goſpel, which 


gives us better notions ; walk therefore as children of the light 
and of the day. 

4. The mercy of God to others ſhould be a motive to be 
reconciled to him. Ben-hadad's ſervants plead that the 
king of Iſrael is a merciful king. The God of Iſrael is a 
merciful God. His mercy extends to great offenders, when 
penitent; and ſtill he forgives that he may be feared. We 
ſhould appear before him as penitents; with humility and 
ſubmiſſion of ſoul ; and earneſtly the life of our ſouls. 
Thoſe who are ambaſſadors of Chriſt, as tho“ God did be- 


ſſeech you by them, pray you in Chriſt's ſtead to be recon- 
ciled to God. e 


Co. _ * Mn 1 . , 


* 
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5 
In which we have Ahabs defire of Naboth's vineyard ; Jexe- 
bePs ftratagem to gain it; the terrible meſſage Elijah was ſent 

_ wwith to Ahab; and the effect it had upon him, 
I ND it came to paſs after theſe things, Aha#'s ſucceſs 
| in the war and the reproof he had for ſparing Ben- 
hadad, which aggravated his guilt, [that] Naboth the 
- Jezreelite had a vineyard, which [was] in 2 — 
| (04.3 e 
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where Jezebel refided, hard by the palace of Ahab king 
2 of Samaria. And Ahab ſpake unto Naboth, ſaying, 
Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden 
of herbs, becauſe it [is] near unto mine houſe, it lay on 
the hill where the palace ſtood, and I will give thee for it 
a better vineyard than it; [or, ] if it ſeem good to thee, 
3 J will give thee the worth of it in money. And Naboth 
ſaid to Ahab, The Lonxp forbid it me, that I ſhould 
4 give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And 
Ahab came into his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed becauſe 
of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had ſpoken 
to him: for he had faid, I will not give thee the in- 
heritance of my fathers. And he was ſo vexed at the diſ- 
appointment, that he laid him down upon his bed, and 
turned away his face, and would eat no bread, nor /ee 
compay, l 
3 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and ſaid unto 
him, Why is thy ſpirit ſo ſad, that thou eateſt no 
6 bread? And he ſaid unto her, becauſe I ſpake unto 
Naboth the Jezreelite, and ſaid unto him, Give me 
thy vineyard for money; or elſe, if it pleaſe thee, 1 
will give thee [another] vineyard for it: and he anſwer- 
7 ed, ſ will not give thee my vineyard.*' And Jezebel 
his wife ſaid unto him, Doſt thou now govern the 
kingdom of Iſrael? ariſe, [and] eat bread, and let 
thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite; is it becoming thy dignity and 
Power as a king, to lay to heart the demal of a ſubjett? 
Show thyſelf an abſolute prince, and ſeize upon it by force : 
fear not, I will procure it for thee. Ahab wanted neither 
wit nor wickedneſs, but he was a mere novice to Jezebel, 
8 So ſhe wrote letters in Ahab's name, and ſealed [them] 
Vol. III. D d with 


d This was a fair propoſal, had it been lawful for Naboth to 
have ſold it; but the law of God forbade the 1iraclites to. ſell or 
alienate any ground, except in caſes of extraordinary neceſſity, and 
then _ till the year of jubile, Lev. xxv. 23. Naboth probably 
thought he ſhould never have it again if he ble it to the king, 
and that his ſucceſſors would not part with it. 19 85 

i This was a falſe ſtate of the caſe. He did not acquaint her 
with Naboth's reaſon, only intimates that he gave a ſhort, ſurly 
anſwer; whereas he ſaid, I may not do it; it 1s contrary to my 
duty and conſcience, | par 
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with his ſeal, his ring or fignet, which could not be done 
without his conſent ; ** this audacious woman ſent the 
letters unto elders and to the nobles that [were] 
9 in his city, dwelling with Naboth. And ſhe wrote in 
the letters, ines Proclaim a faſt, and ſet Naboth 
on high among * e people; be attempts to alarm their 
fears and raiſe their indignation, as if ſome grievous crime 
had been committed, and ſome heavy calamity was coming: 
and, as if it was all done with a pious defign, ſhe pro- 
claims a faſt, and orders Naboth to be ſet on high, that 
every body might ſee him, and hear what was alleged 
10 againſt him, and what defence he would mate: And ſet 
two men, ſons of Belial before him, fellows of no con- 
ſcience, who were ready to ſwear any thing for reward, to 
bear witneſs againſt him, ſaying, Thou didft blaſpheme 
God and the king.“ And then] carry him out, and 
11 ſtone him, that he may die. And the men of his city, 
ſeven] the elders, and the nobles who were the in- 
Habitants in his city, did as Jezebel had ſent unto 
them, and] as it [was] written in the letters which ſhe 
12 had ſent unto them. They proclaimed a faſt, and ſet 
"3 Naboth on high among the people. And there came 
in two men, children of Belial, and fat before him: 
and the men of Belial witneſſed againſt him, [even] 
a againſt Naboth, in the preſence of the people, ſaying, 
Nahoth did blaſpheme God and the king. the 
fi the vineyard, was not blaſpheming him; pleading the 
authority of God's law for the refuſal, was not blaſpheming 
| God. But ſo obſequious were theſe men to Jezebel, that they 
made no ſcruple to commit this great wickedneſs in order to 
condenen him. Then they carried him forth out of the 
city, 
Et They joined both God and the king in the accuſation, that 
22 wixht the denier work on all or of ple, If he blaf- 
phemed God, be would have been 3 but his eſtate 
would not have been deren! b but if God and the king, the 


ſay, his houſe, goods, and eftate were confiſcated, 
Lie + aſtoniſhing that wo ng man of common honeſty 


or humanity a Jer — _ were defirons to ingratiate 
- themſelves with Jeze I, bably had ſent a private meſſage, 
with a nb Th oy might ab hate fo > % 


- Fa S"Naboth, 
. as Nabor, eſpecially as ks was x worlkipper of 
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city, 70 teſtify their defire that the wickedneſs might be re- 
— Fac city not polluted; and ſtoned him with 
ſtones, that he died. In 2 Kings ix. 26. it is ſaid that lus 
ſons alſo were ſtoned, that none might be left to claim the 
14 vineyard. Then they ſent to Jezebel, faying, Naboth is 
. ſtoned, and is dead; be heard this with a malicious pleaſure. 
15 And it came to paſs, when Jezebel heard that Na- 
both was ſtoned, and was dead, that Jezebel ſaid to 
Ahab, Ariſe, take poſſeſſion of the vineyard of Na- 
both the Jezreelite, which he refuſed to give thee for 
money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead; #how would 
have given him money, but I have found out a way to put 
16 thee in poſſeſſion without expenſe. And it came to pals, 
when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab 
roſe up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
ern in great pomp, 2 Kings 1x. 25. to take poſſeſ- 
| on ot it. 
17 And the word of the Loxp came to Elijah the Tiſh- 
18 bite, ſaying, Ariſe, go down to meet Ahab king of Iſra- 
el, which is] in Samaria, whoſe throne and common reſidence 
is there, behold, ſhe is] in the vineyard of Naboth, 
19 whither he is gone down to poſſeſs it. And thou ſhalt 
ſpeak unto him, ſaying, Thus faith the Loxo, Haſt 
ou killed, and alſo taken poſſeſſion? And thou ſhalt 
ſpeak unto him, ſaying, Thus faith the Lorp, In the 
place where, (or, as it ſhould be rendered, in the manner 
that) dogs licked the blood of Naboth ſhall dogs 
lick thy blood, even thine. Elijah went boldly to deliver 
the meſſage ; and as ſoon as Ahab ſaw him, hus conſcience 
was awakened and told him that he had made God, and 
conſequently his prophet, his enemy; and therefore he be- 
20 pins before Elijah ſaid any thing. And Ahab ſaid to 
lijah, Haſt thou found me, O mine enemy? wilt 
thou never ſuffer me to be quiet? He ſuppoſed it was not ſo 
nuch God's meſſage as Elijah's hatred to him. And he 
anſwered, I have found | thee :] becauſe thou haſt ſold 
__ thyſelf to work evil in the fight of the Logo; thou art 
2 ſlave to thy luſts and paſſions, which hurry thee on to all 
24: manner of wickedneſs. And for this, Behold, I will bri 
evil upon thee, and will _ away thy poſterity, an 
: | D = x — 


2 will 
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will cut off from Ahab him that piſſeth againſt the 
22 wall, and him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, And 
will make thine houſe like the houſe of Jeroboam the 
. ſon of Nebat, and like the houſe of Baaſha the ſon of 
Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou haſt pro- 
voked [me] to anger, and made Iſrael to fin; thy whole 
family ſhall be deſtroyed, and not one of them be buried. 
23 And of Jezebel alſo ſpake the Loxp, ſaying, The 
24 dogs ſhall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel, Him that 
dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs ſhall eat; and him 
25 that dieth in the field ſhall the fowls of the air eat. But 
there was none like unto Ahab, which did ſell himſelf 
to work wickedneſs in the fight of the Loxp, whom 
26 Jezebel his wife ſtirred up. And he did very abomin- 
. ably in following idols, according to all [things] as did 
the Amorites, whom the Lon caſt out before the 
children of Iſrael.” | 
27 Anditcame to paſs, when Ahab heard thoſe words, 
that he rent his clothes, and put ſackcloth upon his 
- fleſh; and fafted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went 
28 ſoftly; or "barefoot, as mourners uſed to do." And the 
-- word of the Lonxp came to Elijah the Tiſhbite, ſay- 
29 ing, Seeſt thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf before 
me becauſe he humbleth himſelf before me, I will not 
bring the evil in his days: [but] in his ſon's days will I 
bring the evil upon his houſe; and ſo he did; Ahadb's blood 
was licked up by the dogs, and his ſon Joram flain, and their 
carcaſes thrown into this vineyard; and Ahab's family were 
deftroyed, as wwe ſhall find in the courſe of the tory. 


 REFLECT- 


= It is uncertain whether this is an addition of the prophet's 
addrefling himſelf to the courtiers and ſpectators, or the hiſtorian's 
remark.. It ſhows us that he was infamouſly wicked, and that at 
the inſtigation of his wife ; but this would not excuſe him; and there- 
fore God caſt out Ahab and his family. 

= There was no ſincere repentance, or elſe he would have put 
away his idols, and reftored the vineyard. He had perhaps ſome 

urpoſes of amendment; but they were ſoon forgotten. Nevinihe- 
2 God ſhowed ſuch regard to this appearance of humility, that 
be probably ſent Elijah to him again to comfort him. He hum- 

himſelf ſo ns neither Jeroboam nor Baaſha had done, 
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REFLECTIONS. 


t. QE E how mercy is thrown away upon the wicked. 

Ahab was never the better for all the appearances 
of God for him recorded in the former chapters. He for- 
gets all the favours he had received, all the obligations he 
was under, and grows worſe and worſe, 

2. What a fatal thing is a diſcontented vr veel How vain 
is regal dignity and power to the man, whoſe mind 1s not re- 

lated by the rules of wiſdom, goodneſs, and religion. Ahab 

d almoſt every thing; had gained two victories, and hum- 
bled his proud enemy; yet he was a ſlave to his paſſions, and 
becauſe he could not have Naboth's vineyard, he was fick 
of the ſpleen, fretted, and enjoyed nothing. A diſcontent- 
ed and fretful temper is a wretched erer Envy is 
rottenneſs to the bones. It does not ariſe ſo much from our 
condition, as from the ſtate of the mind. Fretful perſons 
will always have ſomething to fret at. God conſults our 
preſent eaſe and comfort, as well as our future happineſs, 
when he commands us to be content with ſuch things as we 
have, and ſays, thou ſhalt not covet. 

3. How odious is it to ſee forms of religion and civil 
Juſtice abuſed by men of injuſtice and cruelty. What a 
ſolemn farce, to condemn an innocent man, and murder 
him under the colour of juſtice and the name of order! and 
what a terrible, ſhocking thing, that all the nobles and 
_ elders and people ſhould join in it! Let us not think the 


* 


worſe of faſting and prayer becauſe they have been thus 


abuſed; but lament the degeneracy into which men may 
fink, and have their conſcience ſeared. Let us guard 
againſt covetouſneſs and hatred of others, left we be led to 
commit the vileſt enormities. 
4. Let us adore the providence of God and wait for his 
judgment, when reading of ſuch ſcenes as theſe. Adore his 
providence in reſtraining the malice of men, and in preſerv- 
ing our lives from fraud and artifice. Innocence is no ſe- 
curity from perjury and oppreſſion. We ſhould rejoice that 
a day is coming when theſe falſe judgments ſhall be called 
over, and then ſhall be made manifeſt the revelation of the 
D d 3 righteous 
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righteous judgment . God. Concerning ſuch as Ahab we 
may ſay, as in Hab. 1. 12, 13. O Lord, thou haſt ordained 
them for judgment; and, O 5 God, thou haſt eſtabliſhed 
them for corremion. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canſt not look on iniquity: wherefore lookeſt thou upon them 
that deal treacherouſly, and holdeſt thy tongue when the wicked - 
devoureth the man that is more righteous than he ? 
5. How fad is their caſe who charge God's faithful pro- 
phets as their enemies, when they declare nothing but the 
meſſages of Jehovah ! who think miniſters forbid them the 
pleaſures they like, and threaten them with the diſpleaſure 
of God, hor to gratify ſpleen and ill-· nature. When the 
word comes home to their conſciences, inſtead of being 
humbled, their language is, Haſt thou found me, O mine ene- 
my ? They become enemies for telling the truth, The caſe of 
ſuch is very bad, and there is little hope of their reform- 
ation. 
6. Ho eaſily can God embitter thoſe advantages which 
men gain by their fins, with 22 the intimations of his 
_ Ahab was — with his vineyard; was 
ps contriving how to lay it out, and what to plant; 
Elijah came, 2 "oP all. So men get eſtates and 
| y violence and fraud, oppreſſion and cheating ; 
2 1 iy within them, and is no 
Rene to them. III gotten * never proſper. The con- 
ces of ſuch torment them; and this is but the begin- 
ing of ſorrow. 
7. We may infer, how graciouſly God will accept fincere 
penitents, when he paid ſuch a regard to a mere external 
and ſervile profeſſion. This ſtory teaches' us, that there 
may be an outward ſhow of repentance when the heart is 
pot humbled. There may be, as in v. 27, @ rending of the 
clothes, and putting ſackcloth the fleſb, and alin, with- 
out God is pleaſed with marks o ntance z 
even for the ſake of partial re — he « averts 
tem judgments But the f wn mms ſhall have 
iis favour, which is life, and his loving ſs, whith is better 


than life. The ſacrifice of God is — heart ; a broken and 
4 contrite ſpirit he will not deſpiſe, 
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Ahab, perſuading Fehoſbaphat to go with him againſt Ramoth- 
gilead, ny there, aud the dogs, according to Elijah's 
. prophecy, lick up his blood; he is ſucceeded by Ahaziah ; 


Fehoſhaphat*s good reign and death. 
I ND they continued three years without war be- 
2 tween Syria and Iſrael. And it came to pals in 


the third year, that Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah 
3 came down to the king of Iſrael.” And the ol of 
Iſrael ſaid unto his ſervants, Know ye that Ramoth in 
Gilead [is] our's, and we [be] ſtill, and] take it not 
out of the hand of the king of Syria? Ben-hadad ought 
to have refignedit , and Ahab was the more ſolicitous about 
4 it, as it was an outline tity, and a city of refuge. And 
Ahab made à great feaſt, and artfully drew Jehoſhaphat 
into alliance with im; and he ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, 
Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? 
And Jehoſhaphat ſaid to the king of Iſrael, I [ſam] as 
thou [art,] my people as thy people, my horſes as thy 
horſes ; all the forces of Fudah Lon roy & vice. 
5 And Jehoſhaphat ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, En- 
quire, I pray thee, at the word of the Loxp to-day. 
Ahab never thought of this, but good king Fehoſhaphat pro- 
poſed it, as what was uſual for all pious perſons to do in 
6 warlike enterpriſes. Then the king of Iſrael gathered 
the prophets of the groves together, about four hun- 
Wer men, and ſaid unto them, Shall I go againſt 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or ſhall I forbear? And they 
ſaid, Go up; for the Log ſhall deliver [it] into the 
hand of the king; they all agreed that he ſhould” go and be 
ſucceſsful. 
7 And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, [Is there] not here a prophet 
of the Loxp beſides, that we might enquire of him? 
Perhaps he began to ſuſpett ſome fraud when he ſaw their 
Sor Dd4 | numbers, 
* In 2 Kings viii. 18. it is ſaid that Jehoſhaphat's ſon had mar- 


ried Ahab's daughter, | 

P Theſe are called Ahab's prophets in v. 23, perhaps to inti- 
mate that they were directed by him to propheſy in the name of 
the Lord, in order to deceive Jeboſbaphat. 
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numbers, and their earneſt defires for him to go up, and 
8 confidering the idolatrous character of the court. And the 
king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, [There is] yet 
one man, Micaiah the ſon of Imlah,* by whom we may 
enquire of the Lozp: but I hate him; for he doth not 
propheſy good concerning me, but evil; us was ng 
reaſon why he ſhould not conſult im; he ought to have loved 
him the better for his fidelity, And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, 
Let not the king ſay ſo; do not preſage evil to our enter- 
priſe, but let us hear what he ſaith, and then do as we ſee 
9 cauſe. Then the king of Iſrael called an officer, and 
10 ſaid, Haſten [hither] Micaiah the ſon of Imlah. And 
| the king of Iſrael, and Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah 
fat each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a 
void place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria, 
ahere the courts of juſtice were kept; and all the prophets 
11 propheſied before them. And Zedekiah the fon of 
Chenaanah made him horns of iron: and he ſaid, Thus 
faith the Lox o, With theſe ſhalt thou puſh the Syrians, 
until thou haye conſumed them. This was a fymbolical 
12 achian in imitation of the true prophets. And all the pro- 
pages propheſied fa, all agreed in the ſame ſentiment, 
faying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and proſper : for the 
13 Lonp ſhall deliver [it] into the king's ok . And the 
meſſenger that was gone to call Micaiah, ſpake unto him, 
ſaying, Behold now, the words of the prophets [declare] 
good unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, 
pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and ſpeak 
[that which is] good, do not be fingular in denouncing evil. 
14 And Micaiah ſaid, [As] the Loxp liveth, what the 
Lorp faith unto me, that will I ſpeak, without fear or 
partiality. A noble reſolution ! and he ſhowed great courage 
and honeſty to ſay what follows before theſe two great kings. 
15 So he came to the king. And the king faid unto him, 
Micaiah, ſhall we go againſt Ramoth-gilead to battle, 
or ſhall we forbear? And he anſwered him, Go, and 
S . for the Loxp ſhall deliver [it] into the hand 
of the king. This was ſpoken ironically, as Aab plainly 
en eee 
He was probably now in priſon, as a degraded prophet; com- 
pare v. 66. From 29.2 T9 22 
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perceived; as if he had ſaid, Yes, go by all means, as theſe 
16 prophets adviſe thee. And the king ſaid unto him, 
How many times ſhall I adjure thee, that thou tell me 
nothing but [that which is] true in the name of the 

17 Loxp? And he faid, I ſaw in viſion all Iſrael ſcattered 
upon the hills, as ſheep that have not a ſhepherd ; in 4 

- deſolate condition, routed and flying, having no head or ruler: 
and the Lorp faid, Theſe have no maſter : let them 
return every man to his houſe in peace; let them think 
18 of war no more, but return home. And the king of Iſ- 
rael faid unto Jehoſhaphat, Did I not tell thee, that he 
would propheſy no good concerning me, but evil? his 
has always been his way; and therefore there is no heed to be 

19 given to what he ſaith. And he, Micaiah, aonfirmed his 
meſſage, and ſaid, Hear thou therefore the word of the 
Loxd: I ſaw the Lox fitting on his throne, and all 
the hoſt of heaven ſtanding by him on his right hand 

20 and on his left.” And the Logp faid, Who ſhall per- 


ſuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth- 


gilead ? Having reſolved that he ſhall periſh by the Syrians, 


he purpoſes various methods of Pinging it about. And one 


ſaid on this manner, and another ſaid on that manner. 
21 And there came forth a ſpirit, and ſtood before the 
22 Lob, and faid, I will perſuade him. And the Load 
ſaid unto him, Wherewith? And he faid, 1 will go 
forth, and I will be a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all 
his prophets, I will ſuggeſt to his prophets what ſhall de- 
ceive and ruin im. And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt perſuade 
23 [him, ] and prevail alſo: go forth, and do ſo. Now 
therefore, behold, the Loxp hath put a lying ſpirit in 
the mouth of all theſe thy — 4 hath permitted 
a lying ſpirit to poſſeſs theſe prophets, and the Lord hath 
ſpoken evil concerning thee, hath determined thou ſhalt 
* W | 
| | 24 But 
This is not a real repreſentation of any thing done in the 
heavenly world, as if God was at a' loſs * expedients, or had 
any hand in the fins of his creatures; but it is a parabolical or 
vihonary repreſentation, to let them know there was a higher 
king, that his providence was concerned about the affairs of this 


2 and that he has various ways of bringing about his pur» 
es, 
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But Zedekiah the ſon of Chenaanah, the chief of the 
college of the falſe prophets, went near, and ſmote Micaiah 
on the cheek, and ſaid, with intolerable inſolence in the 

eſence of the king, Which way went the Spirit of the 

you from me to ſpeak LI. thee 2 How came the ſpirit 
= uddenly to paſs to thee and inſpire thee with ſuch contr 
25 = Aa Micatah did not return blow for blow, = 
calmly ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee in that day, when 
thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyſelf 
thro' fear, leſt thou ſhouldſt be ſeized and puniſbed as s faſe 
26 prophet. And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Take Micaiah, 
and carry him back unto Amon the n of the 
27 city, and to Joaſh the king's ſon; And ſay, Thus faith 
the king, Put this [fellow] in the priſon, and feed him 
with bread of affliction, and with water of affliction, until 
I come.in peace; keep him a cloſe priſoner and on hard fare, 
till Ireturn in peace and prove him to be @ har ; then he ſpall 
be put to death. Alas, he had forgotten his own wiſe ſpeech to 
Ben-Hadad, let not him that girdeth on the armour boaſt 
28 as he that putteth it off.” And Micaiah faid, If thou 
return at all in peace, the Loxp hath not ſpoken by 
me; 1 am willing to put the proof of my miſſion an this fool. 
ing, let me die as a falſe prophet, if he returns in peace. 
And he ſaid, Hearken, O people, every one of you; 
mark whether I am a true prophet or no. 
29 So the king of Iſrael and Jehoſhaphat the king of 
30 Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of 
Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, I will diſguiſe myſelf, and 
enter into the battle; but put thou on thy robes ; hz 
thought they would make an attempt upon him if they per- 
ctiued him, and therefore gave the honour of the command to 
Fielaſbaphat. And the king of Iſrael diſguiſed himſelf, 
31 and went into the battle. But the king of Syria com- 
manded his thirty and two captains that had rule over 
his chariots, faying, Fight neither with ſmall nor great, 
fave only with the king of Iſrael ; he had à particular 
ſpite againſt him, and all things wiſhed to take him 
32 Priſoner. And it came to paſs, when the ins of the 
chariots ſaw Jehoſhaphat, that they ſaid, Surely it [is] 
the king of Iſrael; they thought by his robes . 
1 
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tat he was ſo. And they turned aſide to fight againſt 
him: and Jehoſhaphat cried out; cried to the —.— for 
help, as wwe read 2 Chron. 1 if pb i fre him tis fol 

| ' him, God ſuffered this, to 0 

33 end gol i ami fuch 4 alliance. And it came to paſs, 
when the captains of the chariots perceived that it 
ar was] not the king of Iſrael, that they turned back 

om purſuing him. 

34 And a certain] man drew a bow at a venture, and 
ſmote the king of Iſrael between the joints of the har- 
neſs ; he drew it at a venture, but it hit the right man, and 
in the right place, it entered his breaſt : wherefore he ſaid 

unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and 
carry me out of the hoſt; for 1 am wounded, that the 

35 wound may be dreſſed. And the battle increaſed that day: 
and the king was willing to ftay to give orders and animate 
his ſoldiers, but he was obliged to be ſtayed up in his cha- 
riot againſt the Syrians, and died at even: and the 
blood ran out of the wound into the midſt of the cha- 

36 riot. And there went a proclamation throughout the 
hoſt, about the going down of the ſun, ſaying, Every 
man to his city, and every man to his on country; 


„ e hearing of Ahab's death, was willing to 


So the d Ge Eng and was brought to Samaria; and 
30 they buried in Samaria. And [one] waſhed 
the chariot in he pool of Samara and the dogs licked 
up his blood; an waſhed his armour; 
unto the word of the — which he ſpake, ch. 2xi. 19. 
39 Now the reſt of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, 
and the ivory houſe which he made, and all the cities 
that he built, [are] they not written in the book of the 
40 chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? So Ahab ſlept with 
his fathers ; and Ahaziah his fon reigned in his ſtead, 
41 And Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Aſa began to reign over 
Judah in the are year of Ahab 5 5 Iſrael. 
ehoſhaphat 
* The viſion in v. 17 was now fulfilled. Ahab had time enou g 


to think of Baal's altars, of Ben- hadad's eſcape, of Nabo 


vineyard, and Micaiah's impriſonment ; and to be filled with — 
nble agonies of conſcience, 
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42 Jehoſhaphat [was] thirty and five years old when he 
n to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in 
Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Azubah the 
43 daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in all the ways of 
Aſa his father; he turned not aſide from it, Ga 
that which was] right in the eyes of the Loxp: never. 
theleſs the high places were not taken away; [for] the 
people offered and burnt incenſe yet in the high places, 
44 And Jehoſhaphat made peace with the king of Iſrael. 
45 Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoſhaphat, and his might 
that he ſhowed, and how he warred, _ they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
46 Judah? And the remnant of the ſodomites, which re- 
mained in the days of his father Aſa, he took out of 
47 the land. [There was] then no king in Edom: 2 
48 deputy [was] king. Jehoſhaphat made ſhips of Thar. 
ſhiſh to go to Ophir for gold: but they went not; for 
49 the ſhips were broken at Ezion-geber. Then faid 
- Ahaziah the ſon of Ahab unto Jehoſhaphat, Let my ſer- 
vants go with thy ſervants in the ſhips. But Jehoſhaphat 
50 would not. And Jehoſhaphat flept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the city of David 
his father: and Jehoram his ſon reigned in his ſtead." 
51 Ahaziah the ſon of Ahab began to reign over Iſ- 
- rac} in Samaria the ſeventeenth year of Jehoſhaphat 
52 king of Judah, and reigned two years over Iſrael. And 
he did evil in the fight of the Lorp, and walked in the 
way of his father, andin the way of his mother, and in 
the way of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who made It- 
53 rael to fin: For he ſerved Baal, and —_— 
and provoked to anger the Loxp God of lirael, ac- 
.cording to all that his father had done. 


REFLECT- 

* A more particular account of Jehoſhaphar's reign, will be 
found in 2 Chron. xvii, xviü, xix, and xx. chapters, which may 
be read after this chapter. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. JR OM Ahab's ſparing Ben-hadad, and the con- 
ſequence of it, we are taught, that ſparing our 
corruptions will only deceive our expectations, and prove 
our ruin, So Ben-hadad did to Ahab. We are required 
to ſubdue our iniquities; if we ſpare them, we ſhall repent 
of our folly. They promiſe us eaſe and pleaſure, but we 
ſhall be diſappointed, and they will end in our deſtruction. 
2. We ſhould be ſolicitous to take divine direction in all 
our actions. Ahab did not think of this, but pious Jeho- 
ſhaphat did. In all our ways we ſhould acknowledge God, with 
a determination to follow the leadings of his providence, 
and the rules of his word; then will he direZ and proſper 
our paths. 

3. Let us be willing that friends and miniſters ſhould 
deal plainly with us when the ſoul is concerned. Thoſe 
prophets who deal in generals, and R things, 
are our greateſt enemies; yet men love to have it fo. Thoſe 
that will not have their miſtakes rectified by the word, will 
ſoon be undeceived by the judgments of God, and wiſh 
they had taken warning. | 

4. There is no Judging of truth or error by numbers. 
Unity is not always 


were all wrong. One deſpiſed, perſecuted prophet, who 
differed from the reſt, had truth on his fide. Unanimity 
in opinion in the greateſt eccleſiaſtical councils is not an 
argument for truth. One man may poſſibly know more of 
the divine will, and underſtand his bible better, than a whole 
aſſembly of divines. Let us therefore bring every thing to 
the teſt of ſcripture, and not be the ſervants of men. 

5. Miniſters ſhould learn impartiality and courage in 
pronouncing the meſſages of God, and a purpoſe thoroughly 
to follow the intimations of the divine will, wherever it 
= lead, Micaiah, with a reſolution as high as heaven, 

a pang of ſeraphic zeal, determined, v. 14, As the Lord 
liveth, what the Lord ſaith unto me, that will I ſpeak. A good 
pattern for all miniſters. They muſt declare the whole 
counſel 


e mark of a true church, or true 


miniſters. The whole aflembly of prophets, four hundred, 
Ce 


mipotent reigneth. 
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counſel of God, whether agreeable or diſagreeable to their 
hearers. 

6. Let us eſtabliſh in our thoughts and our faith the 
univerſal providence of God. Micaiah declared this before 
two kings, with prophets and guards ſurrounding them, 
conſulting about war. He declared God to be the great 
univerſal King on his throne, while his heavenly hoſts ſur. 
round him, all executing his orders, and that all the affairs 
of this lower world are under his direction. He determines 
what it will be, while men are conſulting how it may be or 
ſhould be. Ever remember this truth, the Lord God om- 

7. From the whole we learn, how dangerous it is for 
men to get into bad company. Jehoſhaphat, by — 
ing an alliance with Ahab, brought evil upon himſelf and 
his houſe. He ſaw the prophet deſpiſed, abuſed and im- 
priſoned, without interpoſing; and was in danger of loſing 
2 own life. The wiſeſt and beſt of men are not ſecure in 
bad company; and tho? they may not be infected, yet they 
are often guilty of fins of omiſſion in not reproving others, 
and are in danger of learning their ways and being like 
them, or at leaft being partakers of their fin. Our rule is, 
to come out from among them and be ſeparate; and have no 
friendſhrp with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but to reſiſt 
and reprove them. 


The 


E 
The ſecond Book of the KINGS, 


Called by the Seventy 


The fourth Book of the KINGS. 


INTRODUCTION, 


HI Baok contains an account of the decline of the kingdoms 

of 1jfrael and Judah, and the deſtructian of both. In the 
laſt chapter of 1 Kings, v. 51 to the end, we find that Ahaziah 
walked in the way of his father Ahab, in worſhipping the calves, 
and of his mother Jezebel, he did not take warning by the death 
of his father, nor was moved by the threatenings of Elijah againſt 


his mother and family. 
„„ 

In wich is an account of Moab's rebellion; of Ahaziat's fall; 
Elijah's prophecy of his death; and of his bringing down fire 
from heaven to deſtroy Ahaziah's meſſengers. 

I 'S: HEN Moab rebelled againſt Iſrael, after the 


death of Ahab. Moab and Edom were ſubdued 

by David, but when the kingdom came to be divid- 
ed, Moab fell to the ten tribes, and Edom to Fudah. Both 
revolted much about the ſame time. In the third chapter we 
have a farther account of this rebellion. 

2 And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his up- 
per chamber that [was] in Samaria, and was fick, was 
dangerouſly hurt: and he ſent meſſengers, and faid unto 
them, Go, enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron 

3 whether I ſhall recover of this diſeaſe." But the angel 

| * 


Enkron was a conſiderable city among the Philiſtines. Baal-zebub 


ſignifies, the Lerd of flies. He was looked npon as the tutelar deity of 
their country, who defended it from ſwarms of flies, which — 


frequent and pernicious; or delivered them from ſome peſtilence 
that was attended with great ſwarms of flies, Probably ne 
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5 Jfradl. And Elijah departe 


of the Lonp ſaid to Elijah the Tiſhbite, Ariſe, go up 
to meet the meſſengers of the king of Samaria, and ſay 
unto them, [Is it] not becauſe [there is] not a God in 
Iſrael, [that] ye go to enquire of Baal-zebub the god 
4 of Ekron? Now therefore thus faith the Loxp, Thou 
ſhalt not come down from that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die 7 this affront to the God of 
Ito mount Carmel. And 
when the meſſengers turned back unto him, he faid 
unto them, Why are ye now turned back without exe- 
6 cuting my orders? And they ſaid unto him, There came 
a man up to meet us, and faid unto us, Go, turn 
again unto the king that ſent you, and ſay unto him, 
Thus faith the Loxp, [Is it] not becayie [there is] 
not a God in Iſrael, [that] thou ſendeſt td enquire of 
Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou ſhalt not 
. come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, 
but ſhalt ſurely die. His diſcovering the errand on which 
they were going, affected them ſo, that they could not but re- 
7 gard what he ſaid. And he ſaid unto them, What man- 
ner of man [was he] which came up to meet you, and 
told you theſe words? No wonden le was curious to know 
8 wwho it was. And they anſwered him, [He was] an 
hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins. And he ſaid, It [is] Elijah the Tiſhbite. 
Then the king ſent unto him a captain of fifty, with 
his fifty. He ſent the captain with authority to apprehend 
him and put him to death, or why did he ſend ſo many ? And 
if this was his deſign, it was ridiculous. For if he was a 
common man, there did not need ſo many; if he was a pro- 
Phet, theſe and a thouſand more would not do the buſineſs. 
And he went up to him: and, behold, he fat on the top 
of an hill. Au he ſpake uritÞ him in @ very hanghty 
and ſcornful manner, Thou man of God, the king hath 
to faid, Come down. And Elijah anſwered and ſaid to 
the captain of fifty, If I [be] a man gf God, then let 
fire come down from heaven, and conſume thee and 


thy 


* 


fac here, een dis um Beal had deceived. kis- aiber, This.une 
ſo famous an idol, that the prince of the devils was called by 
the Jews Baal-zebub. 
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thy fifty. And there came down fire from heavem and 

11 conſumed him and his fifty. Again alſo he ſent unto 
him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he 
anſwered and ſaid unto him, O man of God, thus hath | | 

12 the king ſaid, Come down quickly. And Elijah anſwer- þ 
ed and faid unto them, If I [be] a man of God, let fire 
come down from en and conſume thee and thy fifty. 
And the fire of G 2 down from heaven, and con- 
ſumed him and his fifty. 

13 And he ſent again a captain of the third fifty with his 
fifty: and the third captain of fifty went up, and came 
and fell on his knees before Elijah, and beſought him, 4 
and ſaid unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my 
life, rae. life of theſe fifty thy ſervants, be precious in 


14 thy ſight. Behold, there came fire down from heaven, 
and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties with 
their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in 
15 thy ſight.© And the angel of the Logp faid unto Eli- | 
jah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And he 
16 aroſe, and went down with him unto the king.“ And 
he ſaid unto him, Thus faith the Lorp, Foraſmuch as 
thou haſt ſent meſſengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the 
od of Ekron, [1s it] not becauſe [there is] no God in 


ſrael to enquire of his word ? therefore thou ſhalt not 
Vol. III. | E e come 


* Tribal enquires, Where was the juſtice in killing theſe mer 
For delivering a blunt meſſage? We anſwer, that the temper and 
conduct of Elijah is not to be arraigned, becauſe it was evident- 
| ly approved of God; and the circumſtances of the caſe, and the 
temper of the king and the people, were ſufficient to vindicate 
the action. It was Lesgned to convince the king of his folly, and 
to recover a regard and eſteem for the Lord's prophets, when they 
ſaw them ſo immediately under the divine care. How many mil- 
Jions have been ſacrifſice to the pride obſtinacy of princes ! 
yet our tender hearted deiſts are grieved M theſe poor men, more 
than for all of them, 
© This third captain was ſenſible of the hand of God in this 
thing, and ac ledges that he was indeed a prophet; he be- 
Ueved his intereſt in him, and did not come willingly, but to 
obey the king's orders. 
© This was a great inſtance of faith and eourage, confidering - | 
how obnoxious he was to the king and Jezebel, eſpecially after 3 
deſtroying the captains, and threatening the king's death, It ſhows | | 
that tho he did not come before, it was not for fear of the king . 
or che captains, but becauſe be would magnify his office. | is 
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come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, 
17 but ſhalt ſurely die. So he died according to the word 
of the Lorp which Elijah had ſpoken. And Jehoram 
„Eis brother reigned in bis ſtead, in the ſecond year of 

- Jehoram the ſon of Jehoſhaphat king of Judah; be- 
18 cauſe he had no ſon. Now the reſt of the acts of 

| Ahaziah which he did, [areÞhey not written in the 

book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? 


REFLECT LON S. 


1. QE E on what a precarious tenure princes as well as 
others hold their lives. Ahaziah thought himſelf 
ſafe in his houſe; but he fell, and languiſhegh, and died. 
This is a warning to us all to be akvays ready, "as we are all 
liable to accidents where we leaſt expect them; toe ſtand in 
Jeopardy every hour. It teaches us not to put our truſt in 
princes. Man at his beſt ſtate is altogether vanity. 
2, Practical atheiſm is at the bottom of our forgetfulneſs 
- of God and departure from him. 1s it not becauſe there is no 
* God in Iſrael? an expoſtulation proper to be put to many 
png chriſtians, who believe in God, and profeſs to 
now him, but is works deny him. If there is a God in 
Iſrael, an eternal, unchangeable, all-ſufficient God, why 
do they make a God of their bellies and of their money, 
and ſeek poſſeſſions in this world, and put any creature in 
God's place? Alas! atheiſm is at the bottom of all this. 
Is it not becauſe they think there is no God in Iſrael? 
3. Obſerve the folly and obſtinacy of men, and to-what 
a degree of hardneſs the human heart is capable of arriv- 
ing. See it in the folly of Ahaziah ſending to Ekron, to 
enquire whether he ſhould recover. He was not ſolicitous 
how to behave in hig ſickneſs, or What ſhould become of 
him after death; but only to know whether he ſhould re- 
cover. And this folly is acted over in every age. See his 
obſtinacy in ſending one detachment after another, when he 
2 | 15 knew 
The ſecond year in which Jehoram's ſon reigned with him ; 
he was viceroy while the king went to Ramoth-gilead, that if 
he ſhould be lain there might be no debate about the . ſucceſſor. 
This occaſions ſome confuſion in the dates of the reigns, but it 
is a very common thing in all hiſtories. oe 4 | 


* 


8 * 


knew they were ſlain by a miracle. We ſee it alſo in the 
captains, in going when they ſaw the carcaſes of their com- 

anions perhaps ſmoking; before. their eyes. To what a 
E degree of hardneſs of heart, and to hat a pitch 
of wickedneſs, may men arrive, when they forſake God, 


and he forſakes them! : 75 9 

4. We are here taught the different ſpirit of the law and 
the goſpel. Elijah acted by divine impulſe, and worthy 
ends were to be anſwered by it. We read in Lake ix. 54. 
that the diſciples James and John wanted to call down fire 
from heaven to conſume the Samaritans, even as Elias did. 
But Chriſt rebuked his diſciples for it. The goſpel inflicts 
no ſuch ſeverities on offenders. Ye know not, ſays Chriſt, 
what ſpirit qe are of. Elijah was all zeal for God; you are in 
a paſſion. He did it for God's glory; you for your own 
honour and reputation. The ſon of man is not come to deſtroy 
mers lives, but to ſave them. Vengeance is mine, I will repay 
ſaith the Lord. 

5. We ſee the folly of contending with God, and the 
wiſdom of ſubmitting to him. The third captain was wiſe, 
otherwiſe he had been deſtroyed with the reſt. The only 
way to avoid the Wrath of God, is to bow down before 
him, and beg our lives and the life of our fouls from 
him. The 2 of his terrible majeſty and wrath, and the 
recollection of the fatal conſequences of the preſumption 
and obſtinacy of others, ſhould promote in us an humble 
and penitent ſubmiſſion. Let us bow our necks to the 


ſceptre of his grate, left he daſh us to pieces, or conſume / 


us, in his hot diſpleaſure. | 

6. See how ſafe good men are in following where God 
leads. An angel bids Elijah go, and he goes, not Fearing 
the wrath of the king. It was ſtrange, that he who ſent for 
him again and again in ſuch'a mad rage, ſhould let him go. 
But even king's hearts are in the hand of the Lord. Learn 
hence, to follow the leadings of providence, to truſt God 
in the way of duty, and to ſay, The Lord is my helper, I will 
not fear tohat mg can do unto me. Heb; xiii. 66 * 


By 


. 4 


* 


* 


I. KINGS. 1. 435. 


TR ͤ ˙ 


436 It. KINGS, II. 


CHAP. II. 1—12. 


Elijah, after taking leave of his friends, and dividing the waters 
of Jordan, is tranſlated ;, Elijha's ſorrow on that account. 


I N it came to paſs, when the Loxp would take 
up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Eli- 
2 jah went with Eliſha from Galgal.' And Elijah faid 
unto Eliſha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Loxo 
hath ſent me to Beth-el: Elyjah might ſay this, to expreſs 
his own unwillingneſs to have it ſeen, and to try Eliſha's 
Adelity and zeal. Beth-el was a noted place in the patriarchal 
ages, but now was the ſeat of idolatry ; yet there was a 
ſehool of the prophets there. And Eliſha ſaid [unto him, 
As] the Loxp liveth, and [as] thy ſoul liveth, I will 
3 not leave thee. So they went down to Beth-el. And 
the ſons of the prophets. that [were] at Beth-el came 
forth to Eliſha, and faid unto him, Knoweſt thou that 
the Lon will take away thy maſter from thy head to 
day? from being thy teacher and governor? And he faid, 
4 Yea, I know [it;] hold ye your peace. And Elijah 
ſaid unto him, Eliſha, tarry here, pray thee; for the 
Lord hath ſent me to Jericho; where was another col- 
lege of the prophets. All theſe ſocieties Elijah viſited before 
his tranſlation. And he ſaid, [ As] the Loxp liveth, and 
[as] thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they 
5 came to Jericho. And the ſons of the prophets that 
- [were] at Jericho came to Eliſha, Wd ſaid unto him, 
Knoweft thou that the Loxp will take away thy maſter 
from thy head to day? And he anſwered, Yea, I know 
[it;] hold ye your peace. They bear the ſame teſtimony, 
6 and Eliſha returns the ſamt*anſwer. And Elijah, 0 try 
him once more, ſaid unto him, Tarry, I pray > 
; F Elijah, having intimation of his intended removal, takes a 
circuit to- ſettle the colleges, and to counſel and pray with them. 
He and Eliſha ſet out from Gilgal, a remarkable place, where the 
Iiraelites had their firſt encampment, where the covenant was re- 
newed, and the twelve ſtoney ſet up, | 2 
& This great event was revealed to ame them, and publiſh- 
ed to the geſt; Eliſha, full of thought and big with the erpect- 


ation of it, only deſires them to be calm and ſedate, to wait the 
event, and mark every action. 
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for the Lord hath ſent me to Jordan. And he faid, 
[As] the Lox liveth, and [as] thy ſoul liveth, I will 
not leave thee ; he was determined not to part from him as 
he knew his aſcenſion was very near. And they two went 
on. Ehial would permit none but» Eliſha to attend him. 
7 And fifty men of the ſons of he prophets went, and 
ſtood to view afar off; to obſerve this great event, and to 
be witneſſes of it to others : and they two ſtood by Jordan, 
$ And Elijah took his 8 and wrapped [it] together, 
and ſmote the waters, ànd they were divided hither and 
thither, ſo that they two went over on dry ground. 
God permitted this extraordinary miracle to grace the laſt day 
of his abode on earth. 

And it came to paſs, when they were gone over, 
that Elijah ſaid untb Eliſha, »o doubt by divine warrant, 
Aſk what I ſhall do for thee, what favour I ſhall requeſt 
for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Eliſha 
ſaid, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy ſpirit be 
upon me; not that he might have twice as much as Elijah, 
but, as the eldeſt child had a double portion, he defires to 
have a portion more than his brethren, as his ſucceſſor in the 
important and difficult work of oppoſing the prevailing cor- 

10 ruptions and idolatry of the times. And he ſaid, Thou 
haſt aſked a hard thing, @ rare and ſingular bleſſing, which 
God dats not uſually beſtow : ¶ nevertheleſs, ] if thou ſee me 

when I am] taken from thee, it ſhall be ſo unto thee; 

11 but if not, it ſhall not be [fo."] And it came to paſs, as 
they ſtill wenn on, and talked, perhaps of the ſtate to which 
Elijah was going, or the duty of his afl, that, behold, 
there appeared] a chariot of fire, and horſes of ſire, 

ap bra them both aſunder; and Elijah went up -4 

ed 


4 


a whirlwind into heaven; an hoſt of angels appearing li 
4 chariot and horſes, immediately took him up, and carri 
um off. " IH * 

12 And Eliſha ſaw [it,] and he cried, in a mixture of 
| E e 3 aſftoniſh- 


His him could have no material influence to beſtow 
the bleſſing; but he had a ſecret impreſſion on his mind that there 
would be. a correſpondence between his ſeeing him taken away 
& God's granting the petition. By this means he would be 

to keep his mind more attentive to the wonderful ſcene, and 
more fit to bear witneſs of it, 


* 


9 * * 
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aſtoniſhment and ſorrow, My father, my father, the 
. Chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof; a brighter 
and ſurer defence of thy country than chariots and horſemen; 
ſpeaking in alluſion to the forms in which the angels appeared. 
And he ſaw him no more: and he took hold of his own 
clothes, and rent them in two pieces, This ſhowed that 
he ſaw him aſcend, and 2. his ſorrow by rending his 
garments, grieving for his own great loſs and the loſs of the 
publick, #$ 9 £o 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. V/ E infer, that thoſe who are old and going to 
heaven, ſhould be concerned for the happineſs 
of the rifing generation; ſhould inſtruct them and counſel 
them. Thus Elijah did in his circular viſits. He did not 
cloſe his day with meditation and devotion entirely, but 
was active to the laſt, holding religious diſcourſe with Eli- 
ſha, till he was taken to heaven. Thus aged and dying 
ſaints ſhould talk of God's wondrous works, recommend 
kis ways, and ſpeak on his behalf. This is a good frame 
to die in; and þl:/ſed is that ſervant whom his Lord when he 
cometh ſhall find 1 doing. | | | 
2. We ſhould earneſtly defire and labour to obtain the 
ſpirit of our predeceſſors; to equal, yea and &cceed our 
brethren and fellow labourers, not only in their ſtate and 
learning, but in piety and zeal. Eliſna id not defire the 
great things of this world for himſelf, but his father's 
ſpirit. ©: This ſhould be the object of our deſire, to ſerve 
God & faithfully as our fathers, and have the ſame grace 
to carry us honourably and ufefully thro? life, and to en- 
able us to finiſh it well. | 
3. Let us thankfully meditate on this illuſtrious iMance 
of divine wiſdom and goodneſs ine tranſlation of Elijah. 
It was a reward for his diſtinguiſhed piety, zeal, courage, 
and patience, a proof of a future ſtate, and an encourage- 
ment to be faithful amidſt idolatry and oppoſition, eſpeci- 
ally to young prophets, God makes his angels 7518 or 
winds, and his miniſters a flame of fre; which implies ſplen- 
dor and not terror. They are as a whirlwind for ſpec 
| _ but 


* | * 
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but not for violence. Thus angels now conduct good men 
to heaven; and thus at the laſt day the elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat, and the heavens ſhall be on fire, and the 


ſaints ſhall be caught up in the clouds, ſhall mount up, like 
Elijah, to heaven. curious queſtions about him are 
in vain, If we would find him, let us imitate his faith and 
| patience, his courage and zeal. Then will God ſend his 

chariot to fetch us home. Let us long for this, and ſay, 

Why is his chariot ſo long in coming? why tarry the wheels of 
his chariot ? =» 

4. The removal of uſeful men, eſpecially of prophets, 
deſerves to be lamented, how honourable and comfortable 
. the circumſtances of that removal may havegeen. 

t is a loſs to us; they were our fathers and guides; Wis a 
loſs to the publick. It is better to loſe many men of war. 
Ta muſter ſoldiers, and loſe faints, is a dreadful exchange; 


therefore, when the righteous periſh, let us lay it to heart. 


— — — —_— 


C HAP. II. 13, to the end. a 


Eliſha ſucceeds Mal as a prophet ; he enters on his office, and 

| works ſeveral miracles. | 

13 E took up alſo the mantle of Elijah that fell 

1 from him, as à pledge of 5 A him in the 
office, and went back, and ſtood by the bank of Jordan; 

14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, 
and {mote the waters, and ſaid, Where [is] the Lozp 
God of Elijah? and when he alſo had ſmitten the 
waters, they parted hither and thither : and Eliſha * 
went over. rp 

15 And when the ſons of the prophets which [were] to 
view at Jericho ſaw him, either when they ſaw this 
miracle, or, as Bp. Clayton ſuppoſes, when they ſaw his face 
ſhine like Moſes, they faid, The ſpirit of Elijah doth reſt 

1 E e 4 on 

i This was not an expreſſion of diſtruſt, but of his humble de- 
1 on God, and chearful expectation that he would be with 

m, and appear on his behalf.— There is a word omitted by the 42 
tranſlators | ter Elijah, ke alſo; is he alſo gone? as if he had ſaid, 4 
He is in being, is ſtill the ſame; tho? my father is gone, God is not, Fo 
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on Eliſha, And they came to meet him, and bowed © 
themſelves to the ground before him, in token of re- 
verence and ſubection to him as the father of the prophets, 
This was amiable humility, con dating that he was only a 
common farmer, and they were all Wained up in the ſchools of 

16 the prophets. And they ſaid unto him, Behold now, 

there be with thy ſervants fifty ſtrong men; let them 
go, we pray thee, and ſeek thy maſter: leſt peradven- 
ture the Spirit of the Lon hath taken him up, and 
caſt him upon ſome mountain, or into ſome valley.“ 
And he ſaid, Ye ſhall not fend, it will be to no purpoſe, 
17 And when they urged him till he was aſhamed, he ſaid, 
d. They ſent therefore fifty men; and they ſought 
18 three days, but found him not. And when they came 
in to him, (for he tarried at Jericho) he ſaid unto 
em, Did I not ſay unto you, Go not? This U, 
make them aſhamed of their on miſtake, and promote a 
greater regard to Eliſha. 
19 And the men of the city ſaid unto Eliſha, Behold, 1 
x4 y thee, the ſituation of this city ¶ is] pleaſant, as my 
ford ſeeth: but the water ¶ is] naught,” and the ground 

20 barren.' And, to prevent any ſuſpicionWf fraud, and to 
ſhow there was no merit in veſſels, he ſaid, Bring me a 
new cruſe, and put falt therein.” And they brought [it] 

21 to him. And he went forth unto the ſpring of the 
waters, and caſt the falt in there, and ſaid, Thus faith 
the Loxy, I have healed theſe waters; there ſhall not 

22 be from thence any more death or barren land.] So 

the waters were healed unto this day, according to the 
+ Haying of Eliſha which he ſpake; hereby Eliſha's charac- 
us ter and authority were confirmed, This was à miracle of 

” mercy, the next, of judgment. 

23 And he went up from thence unto Beth-el, to comfort 

| them 

& The prophets were ſometimes tranſported from place to place, 
as Philip, 4 viii. 39. or they might ſuppoſe that if his ſpirit 

"was removed, his body might be left; and they were deſirous of 

. giving, it an honourable burial. 

i Lerhaps there was ſome unwholeſome ſpring near the college. 
= This was a very unlikely means, (as when Chriſt anointed a 
man's eyes with clay) to ſhow that it was wrought only by God's 

power. 4 | 1 
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them under the loſs of Elijah, and to ſhow that he was hi 


ucceſſor : and as he was going up by the way, there 
came forth little children out of the city, young men, 
capable of knowing good and evil, and mocked him, and, 
faid unto him, Go up, thou baldhead; go up, thou 
24 baldhead." And he turned back, and looked on them, 
and curſed them in the name of the Lorp, by an im- 
mediate impulſe from him. And there came forth two ſhe 
bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children 
25 of them. And he went from thence to mount Carmel, 
to ſpend ſome time in meditation and prayer; and from 
thence he returned to Samaria, 1 more active ſcenes of 


EST. =. 
REFLECTIONS. 


1 HEN faints and faithful prophets die, it is 


an unſpeakable comfort for us to think that 
God lives. Elijah is gone, but Elijah's God ſtill lives, and 
we know wher find him. Let us ſeek him, and live 
near to him. In vain do we put on the prophet's mantle, 


oY 


without the prophet's God. The garments, eſtates, and | 


bogks,of predeceſſors avail nothing, if we, have not their 
God. I we are followers of them, who thro* faith and patience 


are 
n Beth-el was the ſeat of Ahab's idolatry; and the people were 


ſo degenerate as to have a particular contempt for the Lord's 
prophets. Ir is probable that they ſent out theſe children to in- 


ſult Eliſha and make a jeſt of his natural infirmity; accordingly 
they called him- an old baldpated fool, and bid him get up to 
heaven after his maſter, for they did not want his company there, 
They were vexed to have a college or divinity ſchool among them, 
and were uſed to revile the prophets and ſtudents. This diſcovered. 
rooted impiety, and a ſertled averſion to God's prophets. 1 

The bears deſtroying ſo many proves, they were executioners 
of the divine vengeance ; or elſe two or three children would have 
ſatisfied their hunger, and the reſt would have eſcaped. An aw 
ful Providence, deſigned to awaken a ſenſe of religion in the 
minds of thoſe idolaters; to promote their veneration for the p 
phet ; to impreſs the riſing generation with religious fear, as the 
death of theſe children was ſo terrible; and to lead them all to 
argue, that if the children were ſlain only for mocking God's 


Prophet, how much more ſhall grown up perſons be puniſhed for 
4s 


continually perſecuting and killing them. a 
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© are now -inheriting the promiſes, their God will be our — 
even unto death, and aur Cad for. ever and ever. | 
2. Let this awful ſtory be a warning to children and 
young people. .It can hardly be doubted but that this is 
one end God intended ſhould be anſwered by it. Take care 
of your words; do not mock people for their infirmities 
eſpecially the aged and infirm. If you ſcoff at his people 
and miniſters, God hears, and will puniſh thoſe who do ſo. 
AQ Parents ſhould often warn their children of this danger, left 
E- they ſuffer in their children's ſufferings, as theſe idolatera 


A did. We can never expect good from thoſe children whoſe 
F education is neglected. It is in vain to grieve for miſcar- 
© riageagghich their care might have prevented. Train up a 

chill in lie way he ſhould go, and when he is old he will not demi 


| 
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CH AP. III. 7 


A war between Jehoram and his allies and Moab; the ftraits 
to which they were reduced, and their deliverance with their 
* FT vietory over the Moabites. 


OW Jehoram the ſon of Ahab began to reign 

over Iſrael in Samaria the eighteenth year Sf 

Jehoſhaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years. 
2 And he wrought evil in the fight of the Loxp; but not 

ke his father, and like his mother: for he put away 
0 


=P the image of Baal that his father had made; alarmed by 

SF ” ” what had befallen his father and brother, and by war break- 

* we * out, he removed the image of Baal; and Jezebel his 

4 . mother ſubmitted to this, being ſtruck with the calamities that 

3 were coming upon the family, Nevertheleſs he cleaved 

= 1 | 3 — the ſins of — the ſon of Nebat, which 
$ made Iſrael to fin; he departed not therefrom; he left _ 


= — 
5, "oa. = . 
nnn | 
—— — —— 


4 4 the „ auſe that was the ſupport of the de- 
7 4 ge wer Meſha king of Moab was a ſheep maſter, and 


4 rextered unto the King. of Iſrael an hundred thouſand 
4 WE, 5 | lambs, 
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lambs, and an hundred thouſand rams, with the wool.* 
5 But it came to paſs, when Ahab was dead, that the * 
king of Moab rebelled againſt the king of Ifrael.* 
6 And king Jehoram went out of Samaria the ſame 
time, and numbered all Iſrael, with a deſign to ſubdue 
7 the Moabites, And he „ and ſent to Jehoſhaphat the 
king of Judah, ſaying The king of Moab hath re- 
belled againſt me: wilt thou go with me againſt Moab 
to battle? And he faid, I will go up: I ſam] as thou 
4 [art,] my people as thy people, 1 my horſes as 
| thy horſes. (1 Kings xxii. 4.) Fehoſpaphat was induced to 
85 this, partly by Jehoram's reformation, and becauſe the 
8 Moabites had lately invaded him, 2 Chron. xxi. d he 
aid, he called a counſel and 1 them, Which way 
+ ſhall we go up? And he afwered, The way through 
the wilderneſs of Edom; becauſe the Moabites were weak- 
et there, and they ſhould have the aſſiſtance of the Edomites, 
9 who were ttybutary to Fudah. (See ch. i. 1.) So the 
king of Ifſimel went, and the king of Judah, and the 
king of Edom: and they fetched a compaſs of ſeven 
days? 1 round the dead ſea, that they might attack 
them where they were leaſt expected and not prepared to re- 
ceive them; and they came into that part of the wilderneſs 
where their fathers wanted water, Exodus xi. 8. and there 
was no water for the hoſt, and for the cattle that fol- 
10 lowed them. And the 2 of Iſrael ſaid, Alas! that 
the Loxp hath called theſe three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand of Moab! This was @ paſe 
fronate and inſolent complaint, for he had not conſulted God, 

11 3 ed for help. But Jehoſhaphat, the pious king of 1 
Judah, ſaid, [Is there] not here a prophet of the ” | 
Lox, that we may enquire of the Loxp by him? F | 
And one of the king of Iſrael's ſervants anſwered and 
ſaid, Here [is] Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat, which pour. 
ed water on the hands of Elijah, hat is, waited upon = 
him as. a menial ſervant. None knew what a treaſure and = 
This was his tribute, and was paid in kind ; this it was that { / l 

enabled Solomon to offer up ſuch numerous ſacrifices, 
1 The rebellion began in the time of Ahaziah, chap. i. 1. but | 


he reigned only a ſhort time; and being ſick did not attempt te | 
reduce them. 4 


* 
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| friend they had in the camp; perhaps he came by the ſpecial 
* 12 directions of providence. And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, The 
word of the Lord is with him. So the king of Iſrael 
and Jehoſhaphat and the king of Edom went down to 
him; hearing he was Elijal's ſucceſſor, and of the extraordi- 
nary miracle he had done, they all went down to him to ſhowy 
13 him the greater reſpect. d Eliſha ſaid unto Jehoram 
the king of Iſrael, What have I to do with thee? get 
. thee to the prophets of thy father, and to the prophets 
of thy mother, prophets whom he ſtill openly avowed, and 
perhaps had ſome of them with him. And the king of . 
faid unto him, Nay, it is vain to apply to them: for th 
v hath called theſe thie kings together, to deliver 
them into the hand of Moab; he intimates thai none but 
Cad could help them; and hopes, if he had no regard to him, 
he would to the other two kings, and not ſuffer them to periſh, 
14 And Eliſha faid, [As] the Lorp of hoſts liveth, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, ſurely, were it not that I regard the 
preſence of Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah, I would 
not look toward thee, nor ſee thee; à regard to Fehoſha- 
phat's piety alone diſpoſed him to uſe his intereſt with heaven * 
15 for them. But now bring me a minſtrel. And it came 
do paſs, when the minſtrel played, that the hand of the 
16 Loxp came upon him.” And he faid, Thus faith the 
17 Lonxp, Make this valley full of ditches. For thus 
faith the Lox p, Ye ſhall not ſee wind, neither ſhall ye | 
ſee rain; yet that valley ſhall be filled with water, that 
ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your 
18 beaſts. And this is [but] a light thing in the fight of 
the Logp, the promiſe goes farther ; he will deliver the 
39 Moabites alſo into your hand. And ye ſhall ſmite 
every fenced city, and every choice city, and ſhall fell 
every good tree, and ſtop all wells of water, and mar 
every good piece of land with ſtones.” 20 And 
„ Eliſha was probably ruffled and diſcompoſed at the preſence 4 
of this NY the ſpirit of prophecy EEE his * Y 
command; it was neceſſary to be compoſed and calm to receive 
the divine oracles; and when the muſick had compoſed his mind, 
God was pleaſed to reveal himſelf to him. | 


* This was contrary to the poſitive precept in the law, but was 
diſpenſed with by the command of the prophet, and in other ex- 
traordinary caſes, | 
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20 And it came to paſs in the morning, when the meat 
offering was offered at the temple in Feruſalem, and when 
he and the pious Iſraelites joined their prayers, that, behold, 
there came water by the way of Edom, and theggoun- 

was filled with water, which probably came from . | 

21 rocks. And when all the Moabites heard that the kings 

vere come up to fight againſt them, they gathered all 
that were able to put on armour, and upward, and 
ſtood in the border of their country, to defend themſelves. 

22 And they roſe up early in the morning, and the ſun 

” ſhone upon the water, and the Moabites ſaw the water 

23 on the other fide [as] red as blood: And they faid, 
This [is] blood: the kings are ſurely lain, and they 
have ſmitten one another : now therefore, Moab, to 
24 ſpoil.* And when they came to the camp of Iſrael, the 

Iſraelites roſe up and ſmote the Moabites, ſo that they 
fled before them: but they went forward (mitinf the 

25 Moabites, even in {their] country. And they beat 

dan the cities, and on every good piece of land 

4 caſt every man his ſtone, and filled it; and they ſtop- 

ped all the wells of water, and felled all the good trees, 
intending to depopulate the country that they might have no 
more diſturbance from ſuch neighbours : only in Kir-haraſeth 
the capital city, Iſa. xvi. 11. left they the ſtones there- 
of, howbeit the ſlingers went about [it,] and ſmote it; 
they beſieged it in form, and made breaches in it. 

26 And when the king of Moab faw that the battle was 
too ſore for him, he took with him ſeven hundred men 
that drew ſwords, to break through [even] unto the 
king of Edom, thinking to attack him, the army bein 
weakeſt there :* but they could not, and were repulſet 

27 Then he took his eldeſt ſon that ſhould have reigned 


* in 
© The Moabites knowing there was no water there, and that no 
rain had fallen, concluded that they had quarreled thro' rage for 
want of water, or ſome other cauſe, and deſtroyed one another, 
Remembering what a quarrel there was between them and their 
_ allies when jchoſhaphat oppoſed them, 2 Chron. xx. and ſo con- 
fident were - they of this matter, that without ſending any ſcouts, 
they marched in diſorder to ſeize the ſpoils. | 
Perhaps he had perſonal reſentment —_ him, Edom hav- 
ing been formerly allied to Moab; or, thoaght that being 
mercenaries, they would ſoon fly. | 
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in his ſtead, and offered him [for] a burnt offering up- 
on the wall to kis god Chemoſb, to ſecure his favour. And 
there was great indignation againſt Iſrael, or rather, 
* indignation and remorſe in Iſrael ;, they were ſo affected 
Py a at this barbarous action, that they raiſed the 
lege and returned home: and they departed from him, 
4 and returned to [their own] land. 


P®FREFLECTION S. 


I. OW miſerably do thoſe who put up with a par- 
4 tial regard to God's law deceive themſelves ! 
Jehoram put away the images, but not the calves. Thus 
do ſinners put away ſome fins, but keep others; and think 
to Pleaſe God by ſuch partial obedience: but they affront 
him and deceive themſelves. He that keepeth the whole law, 
and offends only in one point, is guilty of all. 


2. See how prone good men are to fall into the ſame 
fault for which they have ſmarted. Jehoſhaphat had ſuf- 
fe 


by his alliance with Ahab, 2 Chron. xviii. and had 
once bravely reſolved againſt ſuch connections; but here 
he falls into the ſame fin again. This was written for our 
warning. Good men often think, that whatever other 
errors they may fall into, they ſhall never fall into thoſe 
for which they have ſuffered and been penitent. But there 
is danger even of this. Let him that thinketh he flandeth, take 
 teed leſt he fall. 1 
- 8. Learn how vain the confidence of ſinners is in the day 
of diſtreſs. What confuſion will they be in when ſent to 
their idols, as Jehoram was; get thee to the prophets of thy 
father and thy mother. So when conſcience is alarmed, or 
ſickneſs or death approaches, what will ye do when ſent to 
your money, to yourfeaſures, to your gay company? can 
they fave you? Think of ſuch ſeaſons. They will come; 
and what fruit will ye then have in thoſe things of which you 
will be aſhamed? | | | 
4. We have here an inſtance of the uſefulneſs of muſick 

in moderating the paſſions and compoſing the mind. Eliſna 
pages on a minſtrel for this purpoſe; and therefore it was 

- ſtudied in the ſchools of the prophets. Among the oy 
. ens 
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thens it was always recommended; and many inſtances of 
its remarkable effects are recorded. It is an agreeable en- 
tertainment for young people, if the do not ſpend toc 
much time about it. The love of it is generally regkongd 
a ſign of a good temper; and the moderate uſe of 1 
help to mend a bad one. | * 
5. It is neceſſary to govern our paſſions if we defire he 2 * 
ſpirit of God to reſt upon us. Anger or fretfulneſs dri Sy 
away the ſpirit. The peaceful dove flies from raſſing, noiſe, * 
and ſtrife. Therefore let not anger, wrath and bitterneſs be 


| 
wr q | 
once found among us, if We defire his influences to improve | 
: 
| 


* 


=* 


© our virtues, and afford us ſtrong conſolation, 

6. See the regard to be ſhown to good and bad mY 
The prophets indeed are not always models for us. It is 
not fit that we ſhould ſay to a king, What have I to do 
with thee? tho' a prophet might. Eliſha had great re- 
ſpe& for Jehoſhaphat, but Ne would not even look u n 
Jehoram. It is the character of a good man that à vile N. ö 
ſon is contemned in his fight, however graz and he loves and | 
honours all that fear the Lord. | 

7. Obſerve the folly and miſery of idolatry, in A in- FE 
E: 


human rites With which they think to appeaſe their deities. 
The king of Moab offered up his eldeſt fon with this de- 
ſign. It was a common practice in the heathen world. 

There att accounts of many ſuch ſacrifices among the In- 
dians of later years. Let us lament the degeneracy of human 

nature, that is capable of offezing ſuch unnatural and cru 
ſacrifices; and pray God to lead them to a better know- 


ledge, and to ſend them the glorious light of = "2 5 


Theſe inſtances ſhould make us thankful that we 
He hath not dealt ſo with many other nations; let us there . 
| praiſe the Lord. pe. .- ww) 


SO? L - | \ 
| uS «| 
£ 4 
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"CHAP. IV. o 9 


In which we have ſome more of Eliſha's miracles, for t honour 
of true religion, and the encouragement of thoſe who "adhered 
to it. 


„ 
1 NOW \ 
5 Ys 
4 


Py 


448 IL KINGS. IV. 


1 Xrow there cried a certain woman of the wives 
” | of the ſons of the prophets unto Eliſha, ſaying, 
| 4 5 * * Thy ſervant my huſband is dead; and thou knoweſt 


hat thy ſervant did fear the Logp ; he did not join in the 
een of the place, and was perhaps impoveriſhed by Jeze- 
Fes perſecution : and the creditor is come to take unto 
1 ad 2 him my two ſons to be bondmen. And Eliſha ſaid unto 
"” a + © her, What ſhall I do for thee ? tell me, what haſt thou 
[ in theFouſe? And ſhe ſaid, Thine handmaid hath not 
= = any thing in the houſe, fave a pot of oil; as ſbe had lit- 
ey: | tle or no money, he aſked what was in the houſe which might \, 
H EY 9 be ſold to pay the debt. Then he ſaid, Go, borrow thee 
EY | _ = veſſels abroad of all thy neighbours, [even] empty veſ- 
1 F els; borrow not a few. The neighbours might 
5 5 ſhe borrowed ſo many veſſels, and might have curioſity 
| 4 to enquire into the cauſe; And therefore he adds, when 
1 ; thou axt come in, thou alt ſhut the door upon thee 
3h Fand upon thy ſons, to prevent their too great curigſity, to 
3 order the 7 of the creditors, and to avoid any 
| oftentation"of i miracle, and that thou mayeſt have liberty 
= £@%/e proper devotional expreſſions on the occaſion, and thou 
ZH 6 alt pour out into all thoſe veſſels, and thou ſhalt ſet 
| 5 aſide that which is full. So ſhe went from him, and 
ſhut the door upon her and upon her ſons, who brought 
x 6 6 [theveſlels]to her; and ſhe poured out. And it came 
1 to paſs, when the veſſels were full, that ſhe ſaid unto 
= ; her ſon, Bring me yet@yeſſel. And he ſaid unto her, 


] | * [There is] not a veſfe] more. And the oil ſtayed. 
1 3 Gat. ſhe came and told the man of God. And he 


"n * 


| Go, ſell the oil, and pay thy debt,” and live thou 

_ -- and thy children of the reſt, 

_ 383 And it fell on a day, that Eliſha paſſed to Shunem, 
I ſt. s which lay between Carmel and Samaria, a way which the 
3 j | . © prophet often went, where [was] a great woman; and ſhe 

10 | conſtrained him to eat bread ; à rich woman, who often 
* ' aſted 


Ae does not order her to blaze about the miracle among 
her neighbours, but to ſel] the oil; and by degrees diſcharge the 
debt, Undoubtedly the oil was of the beſt kind, and ſhe would haye 

- = quick fale for it; but ſhe was to keep the matter ſecret; to 
| " acknowledge the goodneſs of God; and ſeek direction from bim 
what the was to * | 


- = 
my 
5 
1 4 * 
1 
* * F N X 
at \ 2 P 
=. 
. j — 
bh - 3 
* 
* 
— 4 


43% emma 
* 
_ 
— — 
* un 
Fi 


2 N 
og 
l z Ty 
4 * * \ 
i w- e : 4 
_ Y l : 2 ** 1 
„ wo [4 i 
N 4 bu b "> * * 
4 * 4 
=_ ——— — 22 — KRA ˙ —— — 
— —— — —— — 4 


= 


1. KINGS. IV. 449 
Bfhed him to eat bread on his journey, which he at firſt 
nodeſtij refuſed, but at length accepted. And [fo] it was, 

© [that] as oft as he paſſed by, he turned in thither to , 
eat bread ; ſhe made him ſo welcome, that afterwards fit 
9 always called on her. And.ſhe ſaid unto her huſband, 8 
|. Behold now, I perceive that this [is] an holy man of 
God, which paſſeth by us continually; not ouly a pros 
to phet, but a man of great ſanflity. Let us make a little | 
chamber, I pray thee, on the wall, remote from tlie houſe, | 
® futited to that love of meditation and retirement which ſhe ſaw * 
he affefted; and let us ſet for him there a bed, and a „ 
table, and a ſtool, and a candleſtick, all accommodation 
* neceſſity for a fingle perſon: and it ſhall be, when he 
11 cometh to us that he ſhall turn in thither. And it fell 
on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the 
abe and lay there. ww he ſaid to Gehazi his 
ſervant, Callythis Shunammite. And when he had © 

13 called her, ſhe ſtood before him. And he faid unto 
him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou haſt been care- 
ful for us with all this care, what [is] to be done for 

thee? wouldſt thou be ſpoken for to the king, or to the 
captain of the hoſt, for any preferment for thy huſband, or 
to redreſi any complaint? Aud ſhe anſwered, I dwell 
among mine own. people, am well beloved by them, and 

14 lui upon good terms among them. And he ſaid to his ſer- 

vant, What then [is] to be done for her? He aſted his 
ſervant, «ho was much in t family when Eliſha was re- 
tired to hisghamber, and was therefore-likely to know, if he - © 
had abſervtd any thing that ſbe wanted or deſired. And | 
„ Gehazi anſwered, Verily ſhe hath no child, and her | 
huſband is old, and will no, doubt think a child an unſpeak- 
15 able favour, And he ſaid, Call her. And when he 
had called her, ſhe ſtood in the door, with great modeſty 

16 and reſpe3 And he faid, About this ſeaſon, according 
to the time of life, thou ſhalt embrace a ſon, And ſhe 
faid, Nay, my lord, [thou] man of God, do not lie 
unto thine handmaid; do not deceive me with falſe hopes. 

Vol. III. + To 17 And 
* The original word ſignifies an enger concern. The prophet in | 3 


a handſome manner intimares that ſhe had not only done a generous 
action, but with a very obliging air of de and friendſhip. | 


12 


* 4 
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17 And the woman conceived, and bare a fon at that ſeaſon 
that Eliſha had faid unto her, according to the time 

of life. | | * 

18 And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that 

he went out to his father to the reapers, and was exceſ- 
19 ftvely heated, and ſeized with a fever; And he ſaid unto 


his father, My head, my head. And he ſaid to a lad, 
20 Carry him to his mother, And when he had taken him, 


and brought him to his mother, he ſat on her knees till 
noon, and [then] died. A her tender care could nat pre- 

21 ſerve his life. And ſhe went up, and laid him on the 
bed of the man of God, and ſhut [the door] upon him, 
ſhowed an admirable temper, and a full perſuaſion of the ex- 
 traordinary power of the prophet to raiſe him again, as Elijah 
had done in another inſtance ; ſhe did nat ſo as tell her 
22 huſband that the child was dead. And ſhe called unto her 
- huſband, and ſaid, Send me, I praythee, one of the 
young men, and one of the aſſes, that I may run to 

23 the man of God, and come again. And he faid, 
Wherefore wilt thou go to him to day? [it is] neither 
new moon, nor ſabbath.” And ſhe Lid, [It ſhall be] 
well. She went for @ good end, and did not doubt but ſhe 
24 ſhould ſucceed. Then ſhe ſaddled an aſs, and ſaid to her 

- © ſervant, Drive, and go forward, flack not [thygypriding 
25 for me, exgept I bid thee. So ſhe went and came unto 
the man of God to mount Carmel. And it came to 


and went out. She uttered no peeviſh, indecent words, but 


Sz 


paſs, when the man of God ſaw her afar off, that ke 


wondered ſbe ſhould come at ſo unuſual a tithe, and he ſaid 
to Gehazi his ſervant, Behold, [yonder is] that Shu- 


26 nammite: Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and 


ſay unto her, [Is it] well with thee? [is it] well with 
thy huſband? [is it] well with the child? And ſhe 
27 anſwered, [It is] well“ And when, ſhe came to the 
%, * g man 

Y In the tribes, thoſe who could not go to the temple were 


uſed to attend at the college of the prophets, and join there in 
the exerciſe of devotion. 5 . : 


Her anſwer was li true. But when we conſider the per- 
_ fon from whom this cam diſcovered that ſhe had great piety 
and command of temper. ile it put off farther enquiry, it 
ſhowed her calm reſignation to the will of God, and a full con- 


vidios of che wiſdom aud goodnefs of all his dealings, 


* 
133 $ 


* 
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man of God to the hill, ſhe caught him by the feet: 

but Gehazi came near to thruſt her away, thinking ſuch 
a poſture did not become a perſon f her rank, eſpecially one 

who had been ſo kind a benefactor to his maſter. And the 

man of God ſaid, Let her alone; for her ſoul [is] vexed 

4 within her: and the Loxp hath hid [it] from me, and 
3 '* hath not told me, hath not revealed the cauſe of her grief 
2338 to me: Then ſhe ſaid, Did I deſire a ſon of my lord? 
was not 1 eaſy without children? did I by any importunity 

extort this child? did I not ſay, Do not deceive me? 

. pas I not-ſolicitous that no tobe gps be raiſed, leſt my ex- 

| peftation ſhould be diſappointes which is now peculiarl 
£ affecting. Thus plainly intinigting that the child was ad. 
29 Then he ſaid to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take 

my ſtaff in thine hand, and go thy way, mate haſte : if 

thou meet any man, ſalute him not; and if any ſalute 

. thee, anſwer him not again, and lay my upon the 
W a face of the child; thinking that his ſtaſf would work & 
30 miracle, like Moſes rod or ®Elijal's mantle. And the 
mother of the child faid, [As] the Loxp liveth, and 
9555 thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee: her faithavas 
#0t ſtrong enough to think that any thing could be done —— | 

out Eliſpa's preſence, And he argſe, and followed her. 
31 And Gehazi paſſed on * them, and laid the ſtaff 
upon the face of the child; hut it was all in vain, [there 

” was] neithien ice, nor oa mh Wherefore he went 


in to meet him, and told himy ſaying, The child is 
% 32 not awaked. And when Eliſha was come into the houſe, 
| behold, the child was dead, [and] Jaid upon his bed. 
33 He went in*th&refore, and ſhut the door upon them 
34 twain, and prayed fervently unto the Lg@&p. And he 
went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth 
upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his 
hands upon his hands, 0 Hepreſs his earneſt grid importu- 
nate deſires : and he ſtretched himſelf,upon-the child; and 
35 the fleſh of the child, waxed warm. Then he returned, 
| and walked in the hofiſe"to and fro, full of anxious concern, 
and wholly intent on what he was about; and he went up, 
and ſtretched ml gporim: and the child ſneez- 

- 2 % 
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ed ſeven times, and ſo threw off the obſtruftion in his 
46 head, which was the cauſe of his illneſs and death, and the 
3056 child opened his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and 
ſaid, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And 
when ſhe was come in unto him, he faid, Take up os 
37 fon. Then ſh&went in, and fell at his feet, and bo | 
ed herſelf to the ground, and took up her fon, and 
went out. Her heart was fo affetid, and ler palſions fo 
"ws that ſbe could not ſpeak, but 1 lier reverence 
and thankfulneſs by her actions. 
38 And Eliſha came e Gilgal: and there was] a 
dearth in the land; and'the ſons of the prophets [were] 
— fitting before him, 4 pupils: and he faid unto his 
2 ſervant, Set on the great pot, and ſeethe pottage for 
= of 29 the ſons of the prophets. And as they had none in the 
: 2 garden, becauſe of the dearth, one who was better acquainted 
| with his bigle than his herbal, went out into the field to | 
gather herbs, and he fqund a wild vine, and gathered 


thereof wild gourds, Joe noxious herbs, his lapful, and 
came and-ſhred [them] into the pot of 


| ttage: for 
2 they knew them] not. So they E the 
en to eat. And it came to paſs, as they ting 
f the that they. cri out, and ald, (chouf 
man of God, there ia death in the pot. And they 


could not eat thereof: they immediately felt them bes 


0 
41 fo ill that they concluded they were poiſongd. But he kid, \ 
Then bring meal. he caſt [it] into the pot; d 


he ſaid, Pour out A, 1 people, that they may eat. 
And there was go harm in the pot; every one might eat 
with ſafety. = 


42 And titre came a man from Baal-ſhaliſha, and 
brought the man of God bread of the fifłſt fruits, twenty 
Joaves, br*/mall cakes, ofybarley, and full ears of corn 


THI cherGet.* he ſaid, Give unto the peo- 

* A * P le, 
Perhaps ſome meal had been before; but it was to 

no till the prophet did 7 reby to ſhow the divine 


power in removin 4s ane hes quality of the 


, and preſerv- 
== thoſe that had taken of it. 


| When, the Malie, could not to to ofer the. firſt fruits at 
| prog the pious fort uſed to bring them to the college, and 


43 [ Wee the ſtudents and proghetoſitere” ſupported. 
4 S + -5 
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43 ple, that they may eat. And his ſervitor ſaid, What, 
ſhould I ſet this before an hundred men ? it will not be 
a morſel for each. But the prophet over- ruled the oljection; 
and he ſaid again, Give the people, that they may eat: 

* for thus faith the Loxb, They ſhall eat, and ſhall 

44 leave [thereof.] So he ſet [it] before them, and they 
did eat, and left [thereof,] according to the word of 
the Log. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E obſerve that the families of the beſt of men 

may fall into difficult circumſtances when they 
are removed; as the family of the prophet mentioned v. 1. 
did. Let us not think the caſe ſingular if this ſhould be the 
lot of ourſelves or our acquaintance, as inſtances of this 
kind are common. | 

2. The children of God's people, when thus reduced, 
may find ſupport in the God of their-fathers, as the pro- 
phet's widow and children here did. His bleſſing can in- 
creaſe and multiply our proviſions as he pleaſes, and cauſe 
them to flow on as long as there is room to receive them. 
Tryuſt in the Lord, and do good, and verily thou ſhalt be fed; for 
the righteous are never forſaken, nor his ſeed, tho" begging 
bread: Learn, 

3. That we ſhould be concerned#to do ſtrict juſtice, and 
| to pay our debts, if we deſire to live comfortably, and en- 

joy the bleſſing of God. The prophet directs her to ſell 

and pay her -debts firſt. None of the oil was her's, till 
her creditors were paid. This maxim is neceſſary to be 
obſerved in the preſent day; owe no man any. thing, render 
to all their due, if we leavg ever ſo little for ourſelves. 
Widows, if able, ſhould honeſtly pay their huſband's debts, 
and labour and fave to do it. Better beg or ſtarve, than 
defraud others, or deal deceitfully, which will entail a laſting 
blemiſh on our families and our honeſty. 

4. Grateful hearts will deviſe grateful things. The 
holieſt men of God will be grateful for favours conferred. - 
It is mean and baſe to imagine every kindneſs is dur due, 
and that we are to do nothing in return. If others are 

FT 3 careful 
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careful of us and kind to us, it becomes us to requite their 

kindneſs, and by every prudent method to ſhow our gra- 

titude. Call a man ungrateful, and you ſay every thing 

bad of him. | 

5. It ſhould give great pleaſure to thoſe who are rich and 

great-to be generous and hoſpitable, eſpecially towards the 

people of God. How friendly and generous was this Shu- 

nammite ! Thoſe who are rich in this world ſhould be ready 

to diſtribute, and willing to communicate, for with ſuch ſacrifices 
God is well pleaſed. | e 

6. See how precarious our deareſt comforts are. Parents 

muſt not depend upon the lives of their children. This 

woman's ſon was well in the morning, but dead at noon. 

What a melancholy alteration ! Thoſe who have relations 

and children, ſhould be as thgſe who have none. Man cometh 

/ forth like a flower, and is cut His days areas graſs, as 

1 OO. the field ſo he flouriſheth ; the wind paſſeth over im 

is gone. 


7. We learn, from the example of this amiable woman, 
how to behave when our children or deareſt friends are 
taken away. It is a ſatisfaction when they are loſt, that we 
have not ſet our hearts upon them inordinately, v. 28. 
She ſaid, It is well. Well in general, becauſe God doth its 
all is well that he doth, however it may affect us; and it is 
well with them if they are gone to heaven. F 

8. While we wait on the Lord in the way of duty, we 
may hope for protection and proviſion. Theſe miracles of 
mercy in multiplying food, and defending from poiſon, 
eſtabliſh our confidence in God, who can perform the moſt 
illuſtrious things, and whoſe perfections are immutably 
the ſame. We are not to expect extraordinary and miracu- 
lous things now; but God ſtill governs the world; and it 
is our duty, and will be our wiſdom and happineſs, 10 caft 
all our care upon him who careth for us. 


* 
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an. HAF. V. | 

account of Naaman's leproſy and cure, and the ſin and 
puniſhment of Geliai. 

1 OW Naaman, captafh of the hoſt of the king of 
Syria, was a great man with his maſter, and 
- honourable, 2 favourite of the king*s and of all the peapie, 
” becauſe by him the Lorp had given deliverance unto 
Syria: he was alſo a mighty man in valour, [but he 
was] a leper ; tho" this did not exclude him from ſociety, as 


1 


* 


4 among the Jews, yet it was a loathſome and dangerous diſ- 


i” 


2 order. And the Syrians had gone out by companies, 

and hM brought away captive out of the land of Iſrael 

I 3 a little maid; and ſhe waited on Naaman's wife. And 

ſhe ſaid, unto her miſtreſy, while ſbe was bewailing her 

nal misfortunes, Would God my lord [were] with 

the prophet that is] in Samaria! for he would recover 

him of his leproſ She no doubt had told her miſtreſs of tus 

* ©»: other miraclgs, and thought it was in his power to do this. 

4 And [one] went in, and told his lord, ſaying, Thus 

* und thus ſaid the maid that [is] of the land of Iſrael. 

N gas related to Naaman, who begs leave of the king to 

5 go by And the king of Syria ſaid, Go to, go, and 

I will ſend a letter unto the kjpg of Iſrael, whom 2258 
poſed knew the prophet and fad intereſ with him. And 

departed, and took with him ten talents of filver, and 

fix thouſand [pieces] of gold, and ten changes of rai- 

6 ment. And he brought the letter to the king of Iſ- 

rae}, ſaying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, 


behold, I have [therewith] ſent Naaman my ſervant to 


thee, that thou mayeſt recover him of his leproſy; he 
5 ſubſtance of 1 was for him to take care to have Naaman 
'# #4. cured. And it came toals, when the king of Iſrael had 
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and ſaid, [Am] 
I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth 


© Bp. Witson obſerves, that by this remarkable providence and. 
hiſtory, the Syrians had an opportunity of coming to the know- 


ledge of the true God. 
The ſacred hiſtorian here owns the hand of God in his good- 


- neſs. towards the enemies of Iſrael. 
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ſend unto me to recover a man of his leproſy? * where, 
fore conſider, I pray you, and ſee how he ſecketh 3 
quarrel againſt me. This behaviour of the king added gre 
Pomp to he miracle, "and made it more obſervable at court, 
8 and throughout the kingdom. And it was [fo,] when Eli. 
ſha the man of God Had heard that the king of Iſrael 
| had rent his clothes, that he ſent to the king, ſaying, 
. Wherefore haſt thou rent thy clothes? let him come 
now to me, and he ſhall know that there is a prophet * 
in Iſrael, and @ God, by whom that prophet is enabled to 
9 work miratles.. So Naaman came with his horſes, and 
with his chariot, and ſtood at the door of the houſe of a 
Eliſhs, expecling to be, received withigreat external marbs 
10 of reſpe. . And Eliſha ſent a meſſenger unto him, ſay- 
ing, Go and waſh in Jordan ſeven times, and thy fleſh { 
11 ſhall come again to theq; and thou ſhalt be.clean.* But 
Naamgn * * the prophet did not treat hiuſtviti ſufficient 
reſpet, and he was wroth, and went away, and ſaid, Be- 
hold, I thought, he will ſurely come ont to me, and 
ſtand, and call on the name of ke Lon his God, and 
ſtrike his hand over the place, and recover the leper ; 
that he would have performed the cure with a more Fo 
12 air, and greafty eaſe and ſpeed. [Are] not Abana and 
Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better than ale waters 
of Iſrael? maꝝ not 2 i them, and be clean? So 
13 he turned, and went away in a rage. And His ſervants 
came near, Ad one who was 4 wiſe and prudent man 
ſpake unto him, and faid, My father, it] the prophet 
had bid thee {do ſome] great thing, if hie had preſcribed 
a long courſe of phyſic, or "ſome painful operations, wouldſt 
thou not haye done [it?] how much rather then, when 
Pt: he 
The kin Iſrael, miſunderſtanding hi letter, thinki e 
expected K dial * relled;, and — 5 hgh 
clothes; ſuppoſing he defigned to pick a quartel with him, by 
demanding what was impoſuble to be, done. 
' Eliſha ſent a meſſenger to him, not for ſtate, nor contempt, 
but becauſe he loved retirement, and leſt he ſhould ſeem too fond 
of the honour done bim. Waſhing in Jordan had no natural 
tendency to heal bim; but this was to exerciſe his faith and 


humility, and put an hencur on Jordan, where ſo many miracle; 
had been done. in on 7 3 


0 | 4 


* 
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he ſaith to thee, Waſh, and be clean? the trial can do 
n harm and may do good, eſpectally as it is commanded by 
14 the prophet. Then went he down, and dipped himſelf 
ſeven timgs in Jordan, accongling to the ſaying of the 
man of God: and his fleſhcame again like unto the 
fleſh of a little child, and he was clean. l 
$*. Ws. And he returned tg the man of God, he and all his 
company, And came, and ſtood before him in ſus apart- 
ment, and he, that is, Naaman, ſaid, Behold, now I 
know that [there is] no God in all the earth, but in Tf. 
Frxael : now therefore, I pray thee, take a bleſſing of thy 
16 ſervant, tate the preſent I have brought, But he ſaid, 
| AS] the Logo liveth, before whom I ſtand, I will 
oY receive none. And he urged him to take [it;] but he 
17 refuſed,* And Naaman aid, Shall there not then, I 
pray thee, he given to thy ſervaſſt two mules* burden 
of earthi' to build an altan with, as a pledge of his com- 
munion wit that people. and ſervice? far thy ſervant will 
henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor facrificeunto 
s other gods, but unto the Logo, In this thing the Lon 
poardon thy ſervant, +. Ire my maſter goeth into 
the houſe of Rimmon toYorſhip there, and he leaneth 
on my hand, and I bow myſelf in the houſe of Rim- 
mon when I bow down 5 in the houſe of Rim- 
19 mon, the Lon p pardon thy ſervant 3 this thing. And 
he ſaid unto hit, Gin peace, "She Ueparted from 
him a little way. pu £ Le 
20 But Gthazi, the ſervant of Eliſha the Man of God, 
was vexed that his maſter had loſt ſuch an opportunity of en- 
' riching himſelf, and he faid, han "al maſter hath 
© | . ſpared 
b Much might be ſaid to excuſe him if he had accepted it; 
it was a time of famine, and the ſons of the prophets had, ne 
df it. But he t ghtythe refuſing it would give Naaman a better 
opinion of the "rn eligion, and ſhow, that their prophetg were 
not mercenary, like 1dolaters ; and that he in particular aimed not 
| 8 wm own wealth and 8. but to glorify God and do good 
h Neal aſſures tg, prophet, that ben - did this in future, 


it ſhould not be an act of adoration, but only for the conveni- 
ence of his maſter when he leaned upon him; and by ſacrificing 


to the Goc of lirael; he made an open profeſſion that he did 
# intend this as a religious action. A. * We 


- 
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. ſpared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his 
hands that which he brought but, [as] the Logp 
livech, I will run after him, and fake ſomewhat of him, 

21 So Gehafi followed ter Naaman. And when Naaman 
ſaw [him] running, after him, he lighted down from 


the chariot to 1 wok and faid, [1s] all well? I g 


covered remarkable fatitude Wand humility in him to ſhow 
22 ſuch regard on the prophe!*s account, And he ſaid, All 
[is] welk My aſter hath ſent me,, ſaying, Behold, 
even now thereabe come to me from mount Ephgaim 
two young men of the ſons of the prophets : give them, 

I pray thee, a talent of filver, and two changes of gar- 

23 ments. And Naazan ſaid, Be content, take two talents; 
+ but Gehazi pretended to Wtp cloſe to his maſter*s order, and 
that one talent 

to take to, 1 


lue more than fix nds. And 
he urged him, and bound two talents of filver in two 
bags, with two changes of garments, and laid [them] 
upon two of his ſervants; and they bare [them] before 

24 him. And yhen he cam, to the tower, or ſecnit place, 
ome outhouſe where hevigſtnded to conceal it, he took 
chem] from their hand, and beſtowed I them hin the 
houſe; and 


arted. But he went in, and ſtood 
his maſter, gd thought higpſelf ſure of the gain. And 
Eliſhafaid unto him, Wheme-[comett thou, ] Gehazi, 
where thou been? And he aid, thy ſervant went 
26 no whither, I was not at of doors. And he ſaid unto 


let the men go, Jeft Eliſha ſee them, 
before 


him, Went hot mine heart I with thee, ] when the man 


turned again rom his chariot to meet thee? have 7 not - * 


as diſtin a ge of what paſſed, as if Thad been with 
thee? [1s it] a time to receive money, and to receive 


garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and ſheep, » 


d oxen, and men ſervants, and maid ſervants ? A if 
ae knew ty ſchemt is to buyiuid plant and K. 
come a fed man. But is this a lime to do ſo, amidſt pub. 

| lick 


4.4 ** 

i This was a notorious lie in itſelf, 25 might lead Naaman to 
ſuſpect, that tho' Eliſha would not take gifts Nee, he was 
lad of them in private. Probably Eliſha thok arb to n 
aaman, And return the 'money. 7, * 28 
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lat afflictions and great degeneracy ? Above all, is this a 

lime to bring à reflection upon the prophet and the God 0 

27 Iſrael, eſpecially from this new convert? The lepraſy 

therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave unto.thee, and unto 

thy deed for ever, for a long time, as a monument of the 

knowledge, power, and juſtice of the God of Iſrael. And he 

+ went out from his preſence a leper [as white] as ſnow. 

- "This was the worſt kind of leproſy, and always reckoned 
incurable, f . | 


5 | 
REFLECTIONS. 


into Syria. The miracles of his prophet were a comfort 
to her mind in ſlavery, were uſeful to others, and led the 
waß for Naaman's converſion, Parents ſhould, inſtru their 
children in the great truths ind principles of 1 as 
they will be of petpetual uſg to them, and make them uſe- 
ful (there We know ncht where their lot ray be caſt; 
therefore we ſhould hg ſolicitous that they may carry their 
religion along with them. Ll 2 

| 2. See the difference between human and divine power. 

7 eaman could not heal himſelf; the king of Syria could 
not; the king of Iſrael eguld not. Am a God? fays he. 
But the power of Jehovah could effect a cure at once. It'is 
a pleaſant reflection to every one who feats God, that 

nothing is too hiard for him. 

3. How common and how fooliſh. is it for men tg prefer 
their own fancy to God's directiogg, Naaman wanted a 
cure, but he woyld have it in his way, and was angry 

the prophet's plain preſcription. A very common caſe. 


* 


ture better ſhan ſeripłure? Are not the waters of Greece 
and Rome, the learning and eloquence of their philoſo- 
phers, better than the plain preaching of the goſpel? We 


ought, ſay they, to be ſober and honeſt; but what doth 


ſuch a plain_and ſimple ordinance as the Lord's Supper 
a fignity & What can bread and wine dog, So 8 and 
* 
ST GA : Y urdly 


, 
* 4 


1. 
i 


1, X17 E have in this chapter an inſtance of the goad | 
effects of inſtructing pp in religious prin- 
ciples; this young captive carried "the knowledge of God 


a - 
4, Wm lee inſtances of it every day. Is not᷑ the light of 
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abſurdly do men argue. They are like Naaman, the worſt 
enemies to themſelves; and their leproſy of fin is never 
likely to be cured, till God's method is tried; that will be 
found eaſy and ſucceſsful. Waſh and be clean. May we learn 
then, with humility to comply with all that God, appoints ; 
not go about to eftabliſh our own righteouſneſs, but,cheartully 
ſubmit to that method of juſtification and healing, which 
God hath appointed and commanded. * 
44. Learn hence a holy tenderneſs of conſcience. Naaman 
was afraid of diſpleaſing the God of Iſrael, from whom he 
had received ſuch favours. , If the prophet had forbidden 
him to go into the houſe of Rimmon, he would not have - 
gone. Let us be afraid of every ſinful compliance, and 
not think to make rgſerves in our covenant with God, but 
guard againſt all appearance, of evil. 
5. Learn not to overburden young conyerts with exceſs 
of rigor. Carry the grand point, bring them to God and 
have religious habits contr and by d will 
Fs leave off tome leſſer evils, When they 3 larger ex- 
perience of the reaſonableneſgiand adyaptage of religion. 
6, We learn the evil of coyEtouſnels. Heving Fd and | 
raiment let us therewith be content, T ity that wi — 
all into temptation, and a ſnare, inio mam foo 
— luſts, which drown / in deſtruction and Nen. F. 
tie lave of monty is the root of ull evil: which, while ſome covel- 
ed after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves 
mie with many ſorrows. 1 Tim. vi. 8, 9, 10. All this was 
illuſtrated in Gehazi. We here ſee what miſchiefs it breeds, 
and leads on from one lie to another. | , 
7. What a melangliply thing was it for fiich a wicket! 
ſervant as Gehazigto be in 'Eliſha's family. In 
Naaman's family ſome wiſe and good ſervants, tho? 
they were ſtrangers to the God of Iſrael; but in the pro- , 
het's this naughty, deteſtable ſervant. Tho' he had * 4 
his maſter's prayers and inſtructions, agi had ſeen his 
miracles, yet be acted in this baſe and alous manner. 
Let ſervants read over this ſtory often; obſerve what a diſ- 
graceful figure Gehazi makes, and be upon their guard 
againſt a covetous ſpirit and a lying tongue, Tho' maſters 
do not ſee them, tho they have not the gift of prophecy 
| #1 to 
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to know when they bave dong wrong, yet God obſerves 
hem. Let thoſe eſpecially who dwell in thoſe families 
ere God is worſhipped, the fabbath ſanctified, and re- 


93 — inſtructions are given, be ſenſible of their privileges. 
0 


ſervants in religious families are wicked, they muſt be 
very wicked; great is their guilt now, and great will be 
theit miſery another day, if they go on in their evil ways. 
Let us all pray, that God would remove from us the "way of 
hing, and teach ns the way of truths 
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. Eliſha cauſeth the iron to-fwim ; diſeloſeth the cane of the 


. * 


And he cut down a ſtick, and caſt [it] in thither;z and 


Syrians ; brings an hoft of them to Samaria, and ſaves them 
© there; afterwards Samaria is beſieged, and in great diſtreſs. 


1 "A ND the ſons of the praphets being increaſed in 
number, {aid unto Eliſha, Behold now, the place 

where we dwell with thee at Gilfa/ is too ſtrait for us. 

2 Let us go, we pray thee, unto the wood near Jordan. 
and take thence every man a beam, and let us make 

us A plage there, where we may dwell ; they <vere poor, 
and contented with & very plain habitation, And he 

3 anſwered, Go ye. And ne ſaid 70 Eliſha, Be tontent. 
I pray thee, and go with thy ſervants to affiſt us <vith thy 

4 F- 25-4 And he anſwered, I will go. So he went with 
them. And when they came to Jordan, "they cut down 

5 wood. But as one was felling a beam, the ax head 
fell into the water: and he cried, and ſaid, Alas maſ- 
ter! for it was borro gg un it ig loft” [ſhall abuſe the 
6 kindneſs of my friend hw lent it M And the man of 
God faid, Where fell it? And he ſhowed him the place. 


7 the iron did fwim.* Thergfore ſaid he, Take [it] up 

to thee. And he put out his hand and took it. Every 

inſtance of this kind increaſed their reverence fur the Prophet 
and their regard to his inſtructions. | 


8 Then 
* The. Jews ſay that he cut a ſtick in the ſhape of an handle, 
and when he threw it into the water the head of an ax was. 
— to it. A 


Sa « 
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s Then the king of Syrid warred againſt Iſrael, and the 
ting took counſel wich his ſervants, ſaying, In ſuch a 
ſuch a place [ ſhall be] my camp; the place where I wi 
ſet ſome ſoldiers for an ambuſh Pn the Iſraelites, and 

9 probably ſeize the king. And the man of God ſent unto 
the king of Iſrael, ſaying, Beware that thou paſs not 

| ſuch a place: for thither the Syrians are come don. 
10 And the king of Iſrael ſent to the place which the man 
of God told him, and warned him of, to ſee if there was 
any reaſon for the cautign, and ſaved both himſelf and his 
ſoldiers there, not once nor twice, but frequently. | 
11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was ſore 
troubled for this thing; and he called his ſervants, and 
ſaid unto them, Will ye not ſhow me which of us ſis}, 
for the king of Iſrael? He thought there was ſome ſecret 

12 treachery, and that his counſels were betrayed. And one 

of his ſervants ſaid, None, my lord, O king: but 
Eliſha, the prophet that [is] in Iſrael, telleth the king 
of Iſrael the words that thou ſpeakeſt in thy bedcham- 
ber. Naaman had ſpread his fame, he had heard of his other 
'. mirlttgles, and ſuppoſed nothing could exceed his potur und 
13 knowledge. © And he ſaid, Go and ſpy where he [is,] 
that I may ſend and fetch him. This was a fooliſb deſign, 
as if the prophet, who knew all his ſchemes, ſhould be ignor- 
ant off this. And it was collfimm, ſaying, Behold, he is] 

14 in Dothan, à little city near Samaria. Therefore ſent he 

thither horſes, and.chariots, and a great hoſt: and they 

15 came by night, and compaſſed the city about. And 

when the ſervant of the man of God was riſen early, as 
all good ſervants ſhould do, and gone forth to kis work, 
behold, an hoſt compaſſed th city both with horſes and 
chariots. And his ſervant, "7errified at the fight, ran to 
his maſter, and ſaid unto him, Alas my maſter! how 
ſhall we do? This ſervant was but newly cums to kis maſter, 
and perhaps had ſeen but m of his miracles, and was there« 
16 fore the more alarmed. And he anſwered, Fear not: fo 
they that [be] with us, [are] more than they that be] 
with them; but the young man could nut believe this, till he 
17 had clear information. And Eliſha therefore prayed, and 
ſaid, Loxp, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he =, 
br * © g 
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ee. . Log D opened the eyes of the young man; 

and he w: and, behold, the mauntain [was] full of 

® horſes ind chariots of fire Bund about Eliſha, of angels 

in tlat appearance, God's hoſt, uo then became viſible, as 
they did at Chriſt's reſurreqyon. : - 

13 And when they came dowg to him, Eliſha prayed unto 
the Lox, and faid, Smite this people, I pray thee, with 
blindneſs. And he ſmote them wth blindneſs, ſuch a daz- + 
ing of their fight, as that they could not diftinitly ſee the men 

they ſoughs for, according to the word of Eliſha. Then they 

19 enquiredlif Eliſha where the prophet ar; And Eliſha ſaid 
unto them, This [is] nõt the way w/ftagou muſt go, neither 
[is]this the city where you ſhall mq with him : follow me, 

and ] will bring youſto the man whom ye ſeek. This was 

"/ litefglly true; but inſtead of this, by a ſtratagem which did 
them no harm, and might produce the greateſt good, he led 

20 them to Samaria. And it came to paſs, when they were 
into.Samaria, that Eliſha ſaid, Lon, open the eyes of 
theſe men, ] that they may ſee. And the Lonp opened 

their eyes, and they ſaw; and, behold, [they were] in 
the midſt of Samaria, ſurrounded with tie king and ſol- 

21 diers. And tht king of Aſtael {aid unto «Eliſha, with 

great eagerneſs, when he ſaw them, My father, ſhall I 
22 ſmite [them?] ſhall I ſmite them?] And he anſwered, 
Thou ſhalt not ſmite them :] wouldſt thou ſmite thoſe 
whom thou haſt taken captive with thy ſword and with 
thy bow in Told blood? ſet/bread and water before them, 
that they may eat and drink, o to their maſter, 

23 and tell him what kindigſi they have received. And he 
prepared' great proviſion for them: and when they had 
eaten and drunk, he ſentithem away, and they went to 


G& their. maſter. So the bands of Syria came no more into 


Ihe land of Iſrael that year, as the Hebrew word may 
Jgmp." 4 24 And 
i The Syrians Bad thus a proof of the power of the God of 


Iſrael, in confounding their ſenſes; of his "ay © in ſparing their 
ng 


"yy and 1 ſuch an opportunity of know im, agd ſuch Sb. ' 
igations to ſerve him, as might hape made it the happieſt da 
in their lives. * 5 * "yy 7 
= Either this band came no more out of — or, they 
came no more in this clandeſtine way, till they brought their 
whole army ſometime after, perhaps upon ſome new provocation. 


1 * 
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24 And it came to paſs after this, that Ben- hadad king 
of Syria gathered all his hoſt, and went up, and be, 
25 fieged Samaria. And there was a great famine in 
Samaria : and, behold, they beſieged it, until an aſs's 
head was [ſold] for fourſeove [pieces] of filver, and the 
fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for five [pieces] of 
ſilver. They were reduced to the laſt extremity, ſo that an 
aſs's head, which was forbid to be eaten, was fold fur near 
zen pounds, and leſs than a pint of fetches or tares, Which 
was only fit for doves to eat, the worſt of is oy Was 
26 ſold for about twelve ſbullings and fixpence. And as the 
king of Iſrael was paſſing by upon the wall, to examine 
the guards and welehe works, there cried a woman unto 
27 him, faying, Help, my lord, O king. And he faid, 
probably in a violent paſſion, If the Loxp do not help thee, 
whence ſhall T help thee ? out of the barn floor, or out 
: of the wine preſs? can I fill the barns and ftorehouſes out 
28 of nothing ? And the king faid unto her, when his paſſion 
began to cool a little, What aileth theeFAnd ſhe anſwered, 
and tells him a ſorroteful tale indeed, This woman ſaid 
| _ unto me, Give thy ſon, that we may eat him to day, 
29 and we will eat my ſon V morrow. So we boiled my 
ſon, and did eat him, and I faid unto her on the next 
day, Give thy ſon, that we may eat him: and ſhe hath 
hid her fon 1 ſave his life, or to eat him albne; thus was 
that terrible threatening fulfilled, Dent. — 53. 
go And it came is, when the king Heard the Fas 


of the woman, he rent his clothes; and he paſſed 
- by upon the wall, and the people looked, and, be- 
| Hold; ſhe had] fackcloth within upon his fleſh, he 
31 appeared in publick in deep mourninsMT hen he ſaid, God 
bo: do ſo and more alſo to me, if the head of Eljſha the 


_ 


| 7 fon of Shaphat ſhall ftand on him this day; either bent 
= he aid not let him deſtroy the Syrian * he thought he 
1 ' had deceiviil him by aſſuring kim of help, whith did not come; 
Dx. 5 heythought is could have ſaved thi but would nt. 
32 But Hiſha fat in N and the elders fat with him; 
| he was reading letlur to the fludents, or to ſome of the 
| magiſtrates wh came to him, exhorting them to courage and 
| patience; and | the king] ſent a man from before him 10 
8 ſt execute 
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execute Eliſha, but ere the meſſenger came to him, he 
faidto theelders, See ye how this ſon of a murderer, that 
is, of wicked Ahab, hath ſent to take away mine head ? 
he knew his intention before he came; look, when the 
meſſenger cometh, ſhut the door, and hold him faſt at 
the door, let him not enter; [is] not the ſound of his 
maſter's feet behind him? he immediately follows to con- 

33 tradif the order. And while he yet talked with them, 
behold, the meſſenger came down unto him: and he, 
that is, the king, ſaid, Behold, this evil [is] of the 
Lord; what ſhould I wait for the Lonp any longer? 
Probably. Eliſha ew. SI him relief, but he thought he 
had deceived him, that it was better to deliver it up to 
the Syrians than be ſtarved and ruined; therefore in the be- 

. © ginning of the next chapter Eliſha fixes the time for their 
deliverance. 


REFLECTIONS. 


+ 
1. TT is a great comfort to men, that the ſchools 
of the prophets increaſe. Let us pray that they 
may do ſo more and more. It is a good hearing that there 
18 not room for them; it bodes well to the church. And 
therefore we ſhould pray the Lord of the- harveſt, that he 
would incline them to prepare for the work, that the harveſt 
may be furniſhed with numerous and ſuitable labourers. 

2. Hence we are taught a uſeful leſſon, to be careful of 
that which is borrowed. Many negle@ this, and abuſe the 
kindneſs of their friends, their horſes, goods, or books. 
There are thoſe who never return, or abuſe, what they have 
borrowed ; this is highly baſe and ungrateful, as well as 
diſhoneſt, and is contrary. to that golden rule of doing to 
others as we would be done by. | 
3. Howdefirable is it to have God on our fide when en- 
ged in military affairs! He can diſcover all the ſecret 

ms of the enemy, and bring confuſion upon their 
plots and deſigns. 8 

4. How happy are the ſervants of God in having angels 
for their guard; and what a conſtant ſource of conſolation 
18 it in times of danger, that greater is he that is with them, 
Vol, III. " "WY than 
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than all who are againſt them. If God be for us, who ſhall be 

againſt us? When without are fightings, and within are fears, 
angels are their guard; he gives them charge concerning us, to 

keep us in all our ways. Happy thoſe who can by the eye of 
faith ſee this. a | 

5. See the de ce of the human mind upon God, 

and his power of infatuating it at pleaſure. He can take 
away the ſenſes and underſtanding in a moment. Have we 
not the greateſt reaſon to bleſs God for the continuance of 
theſe, and to remember that it is in kim we live, and move, 
and have our being. | 

6. See what a lovely virtue clemency is; and how well 
moderation and mercy become all, eſpecially the Lord's 
euer It is prudent, even upon ſecular principles, to 

gentle towards our enemies when we have them in our 

power, eſpecially when reſentment is ſacrificed to religion; 
agreeable to ſuch repeated advices as theſe ; if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink. Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good, Rom. xii. 20. 

7. How much are we indebted to God for plenty and 
ſecurity ! We here ſee the terrible conſequences of famine; 
they were glad to eat the vileſt things, and were obliged, 
(lamentable neceflity ') to boil even their own children for 
food. Humanity and natural affection were loſt in the 
cravings of appetite. Bleſſed be the Lord, who maketh peace 
in our borders, and feedeth us with the fineſt of the wheat ;, that 
there is no breaking in of enemies, and no ſuch complaining as 
this in our ſtreets. | 

8. The judgments of God often make the wicked worle, 
and lead them to the moſt abſurd, inſtead of reaſonable, con- 
clufions. v. 31. Then he ſaid, God do ſo and more alſo to me, 
if the head of Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat ſhall ſtand on him this 
day. Had he reaſoned thus, I will pull down the calves, 
and deſtroy the prophets of Baal; I will reform the idola- 
try and vices of the country; he had reaſoned wiſely. But 
nothing will ſerve him but Eliſha's head, the beſt man in 
the kingdom; the greateſt friend and benefactor to the 
whole country. All this proceeded from pride and paſ- 
fion. He ſays, his evil is of the Lord. This was a good 
remark, but he drew a moſt abſurd conſequence from it. 


Thus 
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Thus finners often fret againſt God. May we endeavour 


to guard our hearts and govern our tempers, eſpecially in 
afflicti ve ſeaſons, leſt we frould charge God fooliſhly. He 


is always wiſe and righteous. But we may fee every day 


that the fooliſhneſs of man perverteth his way, and then his heart 


fretteth againſt the Lord. 
CHAP. VII. 


Eliſha in this chapter prophefieth incredible plenty in Samaria, 
which is brought about by four lepers venturing into the Syrian 
camp, and repbrting to the king their flight ; in conſequence of 
which the king, upon receiving intelligence from the men he had 
ſent to enquire info the truth of the account, ſpoils their tents; 
the prophecy, is fulfilled, and the unbelieving lord trodden to 
death.-— T his ſhould be the concluſion of the former chapter, 
from which it is rather improperly divided. 

I HEN Eliſha ſaid, Hear ye the word of the 
Lon; Thus faith the Logp, notwithſkanding 

your profaneneſs and the idolatry of the court, God will de- 
liver you; To morrow about this time [ ſhall] a meaſure 
of fine flour {be ſold] for a ſhekel, and two meaſures 
of barley for a ſhekel, in the gate of Samaria; lere 
ſpall be great plenty, and ſold at a low rate in the publick 
2 market place. Then a lord on whoſe hand the king 
leaned, à particular favourite who was always near him, 
anſwered the man of God, and ſaid, with great contempt, 
Behold, [if] the Loxo would make windows in heaven, 
might this thing be? do you think to ſee it rain corn to 
morrow ? He valued himſelf on being d freethinker, and 
laughing at the miniſters of God. And he ſaid, Behold, 
thou ſhalt ſee [it] with thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat 
thereof. Aud ſo it came 10 745 the next day the Samaritans 
were relieved, and this lord deſtroyed, v. 17. | 


3 And there were four Jeprous men at the entering in 
of the gate; ſome ſay, Gehazi and his three ſons ; and they 

4 {aid one to another, Why fit we here until we die? If 
we ſay, We will enter into the city, then the famine 
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ſis] in the city, and we ſhall die there, 2e city can ſup- 
ply us no longer: and if we fit ſtill here, we die alſo, the 
befiegers have deftroyed all the food without. Now therefore 
come, and let us fall unto the hoſt of the Syrians: if 
they fave us alive, we ſhall live; perhaps they may have 
compaſſion upon us when they ſee our miſerable circumſtances; 
and if they kill us, we ſhall but die, and it is better die 
ſuddenly by the hand of the enemy, than die a lingering death 
5 with hunger. And they roſe up in the twilight, to go ³ü 
unto the camp of the Syrians ; they ſet out in the duſt of 
the evening, and came to the trenches; and when they . 
were come to the uttermoſt part of the camp of Syria, 
6 behold, [there was] no man there. For the Logo had 
made the hoſt of the Syrians to hear a noiſe of chariots, 
and a noiſe of horſes, [even] the noiſe of a great hoſt, 
made by angels, or a ſound in their own ears, by his al. 
mighty power, which ſtruck a panick into them, for neither 
the Hraelites nor the lepers heard it: and they ſaid one to 
another, Lo, the king of Iſrael hath hired againſt us | 
the kings of the Hittites, who lived in the adjacent coun- 
try, and the kings of the Egyptians, or Ethioptans from 
Africa, to come upon us ; this was very unlikely, for how 

| could” the king of Ifrael ſend them intelligence? but they 
7 feared where no fear was. Wherefore they aroſe and 
fed in the twilight, and left their tents, and their 
horſes, and their aſſes, which carried their baggape, even 
the camp as it [ was, ] and fled for their life; hey thought 
8 of nothing but ſaving themſelves. And when theſe lepers 
came to the uttermoſt part of the camp, they went into 
one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence 
filver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid [it;] 
and came again, and entered into another tent, and car- 
ried thence [alſo,] and went and hid [it;] they frf 


ſatisfied their hunger, and then hid the treaſure ; this was | 

9 = agreeable to Gehazi's covetous temper. Then they | 
id one to another, We do not well: this day [is] a 
day of good tidings, and we hold our peace; it is crue! . 
in us not to inform our diftreſſed brethren: if we tarry till 
the morning light, ſome miſchief will come upon us; 
the Syrians may return, or the king of 1ſrael may — 1 
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for concealing this important diſcovery: now therefore 
come, that we may go and tell the king's houſehold. 


10 So they came and called unto the porter of the city : 


11 


12 


13 


15 


16 


and they told them, faying, We came to the camp of 
the Syrians, and, behold, [there was] no man there, 
neither voice of man, but horſes tied, and aſſes tied, 
and the tents as they [were.] And he called the por. 
ters, the king*s guard, and they told [it] to the king's 
houſe within; t/us th? intelligence came to the king himſelf. 
And the king aroſe in the night, and ſaid unto his ſer- 
vants, I will now ſhow you what the Syrians have done 
to us. They know that we [be] hungry; therefore are 
they gone out of the camp to hide themſelves in the 
field, faying, When they come out of the city, we ſhall 
catch them alive, and get into the city; forgetting or diſ- 
regarding the prophecy of Eliſha, he thought it was a ſtra- 
tagem to draw them out, and then ſurpriſe them. And one 
of his ſervants anſwered and ſaid, Let [fome] take, I 
pray thee, five of the horſes that remain, which are left 
in the city, (behold, they [are] as all the multitude of 
Iſrael that are left in ft: behold, [I fay,} they | are] 
even as all the multitude of the Iſraelites that are con- 
ſumed:) and let us fend and fee. The horſes and men are 
almoſt all conſumed with hunger, few of either are left, and 
thoſe are likely to periſh; therefore we ſhall run no great 
hazard by ſending out a few if they ſhould be taken and de- 
Proyed ;, there is little difference between that and ſtaying 


14 here to periſh by famine. They took therefore two chariot 


horſes, and the king ſent after the hoſt of the Syrians, 
ſaying, Go and ſee; he would venture no more than two. 
And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all 
the way [was] full of garments and veſſels, which the 
Syrians had caſt away in their haſte. And the meſſen- 
gers returned and told the king. And the people went 
out, and ſpoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a meaſure 
of fine flour was [ ſold] for a ſheke}, and two meafures 
of barley for a ſhekel, according to the word of the 
Loxp; they found ſuch plenty that there was more than 
ſufficient for thoſe that went out, and they brought it home 


and ſold it to others. 
7 6 g 3 17 And 


9 
- ö a N +. * — 
— 1 . — 2 . 


470 II. KINGS VII. 


17 And the king appointed the lord on whoſe hand he 
leaned to have the charge of the gate, being a poſt of great 
importance and honour, to ſee that no diſorders were com- 
mitted, and that they did not leave the city quite naked; and 
the people running out in fuch crowds to the ſpoils of the 
Aſſyrian camp, threw him down, and trode upon him in the 

gate, and he died, as the man of God had ſaid, who 

18 Dake when the king came down to him. And it came 

* to paſs as the man of God had ſpoken to the king, 
ſaying, . Two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, and a 

© meaſure of fine flour for a ſhekel, ſhall be to morrow 

19 about this time in the gate of Samaria : And that lord 
anſwered the man of God, and ſaid, Now, behold, [if] 
the Loxp ſhould make windows in heaven, might ſuch 
a thing be? And he ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt fee it with 

20 thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof. And ſo it fell 
out unto him: for the people trode upon him in the 
gate, and he died. This was ſo remarkable an event that 
it is here repeated with the prediction, to ſhow the truth both 
of God's promiſes and threatenings. 


RB ELECIIONS, ©: 
1. LRO M hence we infer, that there may be a ſtrict 


form of religion where there is great wickedneſs, 
The lepers were kept out of the gate, and a ſtrict regard 
was paid to ſome ceremonies of the law, while idolatry and 
wickedneſs were tolerated and countenanced. A remark 
which we have often occaſion to make; and it is very need- 
ful, conſidering how many reſt in a form of religion with- 
out the power of it. | 
2. The reaſoning of theſe lepers is applicable to our 
2 concerns, and the method to be taken for the 
ſecurity of our ſouls. When the hearts of penitents are 
ready to be overwhelmed with forrow and deſpair, let them 
venture on Chriſt, and the terms of the goſpel; they muſt 
periſh without him, and can but periſh at his feet. He is not 
an enemy, huwever Satan and the world may repreſent him, 
but a friend. He who applies here, is {ure to live. But if 
there was cnly a chance or probability, yet ſurely it is the 
GT DE OW i. MR. wiſeſt 
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wiſeſt way. If we muſt periſh, let it be at the feet of Chriſt, 


confeſſing our fins and imploring mercy. 
3. See here a remarkable inſtance of the power of God. 
The Syrians heard a great noiſe, which impreſſed them with 
fear ; a dreadful ſound was in their ears; and they fled with- 
out enquiring whether there was reafon for fear or not. 
What little reaſon have we to be afraid men, when God has 
ſo many ways of confounding them and diſappointing their 
moſt artful devices. | 

4. It is natural to impart joy, and it is our duty to pub- 
liſh good tidings to others. We ſhould be willing to im- 
part temporal pleaſures, that others may ſhare with us; 
and eſpecially ſpiritual pleaſures ; tell them our experience 
of God's goodneſs, and the pleaſures of religion; tell them 
our joys and hopes; and ſay, O taſte and ſee that the Lord is 
gracious, 

5. Let us learn as the chief leſſon, the fatal conſequence 
of unbelief. This nobleman thought himſelf very witty 
upon the prophet ; but he was trodden down as mire in the 
ſtreets. His greatneſs, and rank, and the king's favour, 
were no ſecurity to him. Thus men of unbeheving hearts, 
by deſpiſing the word of the Lord, diſhonour and diſpleaſe 
him; deprive themſelves of good, and are wretched at laſt, 
They ſhall view eternal life at a diſtance ; ſhall fee others 
partake of it, while they miſs of it, and are trodden down 
to hell. Thus he rich man lifted up his eyes in torments, ſeeing 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom. T hey may ſee, but 
ſhall never taſte, the heavenly banquet, This will probably 
be the caſe of the freethinkers of our day; who treat the 
goſpel as a cunningly deviſed fable. They deſpiſe the pro- 
phets of the Lord, and harden their hearts againſt the God 
of heaven; and thus judge themſelves unworthy of eternal life. 
Let us humbly ſubmit to the authority of God, and heartily 
receive his whole will without cavilling or diſputing. Tate 
heed, brethren, leſt there be found in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief in departing from the living God. | 


Cars. CHAP. 
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| CHAP. VIII. 

Elifoa, from a principle of gratitude, here adviſes his good friend 
the Shunammite to leave the country, on account of the ſeven 
years of famine which were coming upon it; upon her return 
her land is reſtored to her; Ben-hadad's death, who is ſuc- 
ceeded by Hazael; and Jehoram's wicked reign. 

I HEN ſpake Eliſha unto the woman, whoſe fon 
he had reſtored to life, ſaying, Ariſe, and go 

thou and thine houſehold, and ſojourn whereſoever thou 
canſt ſojourn; for the Loxp hath called for a famine z 
and it ſhall alſo come upon the land ſeven years. As 
former calamities and deliverances had made little impreſſion, 

2 a longer and heavier famine is brought upon them. And the 
woman aroſe, and did after the ſaying of the man of 

| God: and ſhe went with her houſehold, and ſojourned 
in the land of the Philiſtines ſeven years. There was 

Plenty, and tho* the enemies of God and Iſrael, yet they 

3 allowed them to live quietly among them. And it came to 

pals at the ſeven yearsꝰ end, that the woman returned 
out of the land of the Philiſtines : and ſhe went forth 
to cry unto the king for her houſe and for her land." 

4 And the king talked with Gehazi the ſervant of the 
man of God, ſaying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the 
great things that Eliſha hath done. It wat . lawful 
to talk with a leper at a diſtance; and the king's great 

5 curiofity made him not very nice on this occafion. And it 
came to paſs, as he was telling the king how he had 
reſtored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, 
whoſe ſon he had reſtored to life, cried to the king for 
her houſe and for her land. And Gehazi ſaid, My lord, 
O king, this [is] the woman, and this [is] her ſon, 

6 whom Eliſha reftored to life. And when the king 
aſked the woman, ſhe told him; ſbe confirmed what 
Gehazi had ſaid, and perhaps added ſome circumſtances to it. 
So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, ſay- 

ing, 

Upon leaving the country, her land was ſeized by ſome near 


relation, or confiſcated, There was a ſtrange alteration from- what 
ſhe was before, when ſhe ſaid, J dwell among my own people. | 
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ing, Reſtore all that [was] her's, and all the fruits of 
the field fince the day that ſhe left the land even till 
now. He ordered the land to be reftored, with an equivalent 
for all the profit made of it fince ſhe left it. 

7 And Eliſha came to Damaſcus, at the beginning of the 
famine: and Ben-hadad the king of Syria was ſick; and 
it was told him, ſaying, The man of God is come 
hither. The fame of what he had done for Naaman gave the 

8 king a great opinion of his power with God; And the king 
faid unto Hazael, Take a preſent in thine hand, and 
, meet the man of God, and enquire of the Lozxy 

9 by him, ſaying, Shall I recover of this diſeaſe? So 
Hazael went to meet him, as he came into the city, and 
took a preſent with him, even of every good thing of 
Damaſcus, forty camels* burden, and came and ſtood 
before him, and ſaid, Thy ſon Ben-hadad king of 
Syria hath ſent me to thee, ſaying, Shall I recover of 

10 this diſeaſe? And Eliſha faid unto him, Go, fay unto 
him, Thou mayeſt certainly recover, here is nothing in 
thy diſeaſe that is mortal: howbeit the Loxp hath ſhowed 
T1 me that he ſhall ſurely die by ſome other means. And he 
ſettled his countenance ſtedfaſtly, until he, Hazael, was 

te aſhamed and put out of countenance ; perhaps imagin- 

ing that the prophet ſuſpetted ſomething very evil in him : 

12 and the man of God wept.“ And Hazael ſaid, Why 
weepeth my lord? And he anſwered, Becauſe I know 
the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Iſrael: 
their ſtrong holds wilt thou ſet on fire, and their young 
men wilt * ſlay with the ſword, and wilt daſh their 
children, and rip up their women with child, which was 
13 the higheſt degree of barbarous cruelty. And Hazael ſaid, 
But what, [is] thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this 
great thing?* And Eliſha anſwered, The —_ hath 
wed 


© This ſeems to have been only a preſent of food, which at 
that time would be very acceptable. It is probable he had ſome 
of the ſons of the prophets with him. 

? Mr. Appisox takes notice of this, as a beautiful inſtance of 
love to his country, that calamities coming upon it, probably 
after his time, ſhould aflit him ſo much. | 

1 Some underſtand this, as if he had ſaid, I am fo inconfider« 

able 
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ſhowed me that thou [ſhalt be] king over Syria; and 
- wwhen thou haſt power, thou wilt diſcover thy bloody diſpaſi. 
tion and hatred to Iſrael, tho others ſee no probability of it, 
14 and thou thinkeſt thyſelf not capable of ſuch wickedneſs. So 
he departed from Eliſha, and came to his maſter ; who 
ſaid to him, What ſaid Eliſha to thee? And he anfwer- 
ed, He told me [that] thou ſhouldft ſurely recover. 
He ſaid this to keep up the king's ſpirits, and prevent his 
15 ſuſpecting any evil deſign. And it came to paſs on the 
. morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and dipped [it] 
in water, and ſpread [it] on his face, ſo that he died: 
and Hazael reigned in his ſtead. His great defire to reign 
would not ſuffer him to wait for his maſter's death; but he 
' diſpetched him the next morning.” + 

16 And in the fifth year of Joram the ſon of Ahab king 
of Iſrael, Jehoſhaphat [being] then king of Judah, 
Jehoram the ſon of Jehoſhaphat king of Judah began 
17 to reign.* Thirty and two years old was he when he 
to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jeruſa- 
18 lem. And he walked in the way of the kings of Iſrael, 
as did the houſe of Ahab: for the daughter of Ahab 
was his wife: and he did evil in the fight of the Loy, 
19 Yet the Logp would not deſtroy Judah, for David his 
ſervant's ſake, as he promiſed him to give him alway 

a light, [and} to his children. | 
20 In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of 
21 Judah, and made a king over themſelves. So Joram 
went over to Zair, and all the chariots with him: and 
he roſe by night, and ſmote the Edomites which com- 
paſſed him about, and the captains of the chariots; and 
22 the people fled into their tents. Yet Edom _ 


able a creature, that it is not likely I ſhould have power to do 
Is. But it is rather an expreſſion of great abhorrence of ſuch in- 
humanity and cruelty. 
j Joſephus ſays, the king complained of heat, and that Hazael, 
under yn of ccoling his face, ſtifled him, Thus he made 
mo noiſe, there was no figns of violence, and Hazael was not 
ſuſpected of the murder; upon which he was choſen king, being 
Im great favour with the people and the ſoldiers, How he be- 
haved, we ſhall read of hereafter, | 
For a larger account of Jehoram's wicked reign, ſee 2 Chron. 
chap. Ni. which ſhould be read next. 
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ed from under the hand of Judah unto this day. Then 
+ Libnah revolted at the ſame time, according to Tſaac's 
prophecy, Gen. xxvii. 40. | 
23 And the reſt of the acts of Joram, and all that he 
did, [are] they not written in the book of the chronicles 
24 of the kings of Judah? And Joram ſlept with his fa- 
thers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David, and Ahaziah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
25 In the twelfth year of Joram the ſon of Ahab kin 
of Iſrael did Ahaziah the ſon of Jehoram king of Judah 
26 begin to reign. Two and twenty years old [was] Aha- 
ziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year 
in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Athaliah, 
27 the daughter of Omri king of Iſrael. And he walked 
in the way of the houſe of Ahab, and did evil in the 
fight'of the Lozp, as [did] the houſe of Ahab: for he 
| [was] the ſon in law of the houſe of Ahab. -- - + 
28 And he went with Joram the ſon of Ahab to the war 
againſt Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-gilead; and 
29 the Syrians wounded Joram. And king Joram went 
back to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the 
Syrians had given him at Ramah, when he fought 
againſt Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the fon 
of Jehoram king of Judah went down to ſee Joram the 
ſon of Ahab in Jezreel, becauſe he was ſick. —— 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. B SER VE another inſtance of the power of God 

| over univerſal nature, and the awfulneſs of his 
judgments, That is a remarkable phraſe in v. 1. for the 
Lord hath called for a famine. So in Pſalm cv. 16. Moreover 
he called for a famine on the land; he brake the whole flaff o 
bread, All calamities are from God, and come at his c 
where and when he bids them, and he appoints how long 
they ſhall continue. Let us regard his hand in all our 
calamities and deliverances. They who deſpiſe or over- 
look it, may expect greater and heavier afflictions. 

2, Learn how much of the providence of God is to be 
ſeen in apparently little contingencies: the Shunammite 
came 
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came in juſt as Gehazi was telling her ſtory. Thoſe who 
obſerve the dealings of God, have often ſeen ſuch things. 
His wiſdom and goodneſs have timed certain events, ſo as 
to make them peculiarly remarkable, and in their conſe- 
quences iarly comfortable and happy. In the mount of 
defficulty the Lord is ſeen. Pſalm cvui. 43. Whoſo is wiſe, and 
will objerve theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand the loving 
kinanefs of the Lord. 

3. See how afflitions, eſpecially thofe of ſickneſs, change 
men's minds. When Ben-hadad was fick, Rimmon was 
nothing; he then wanted the help of a prophet; of that ſame 
prophet, he had ſent a detachment to ſeize and intended 
to deſtroy. He now reverences him as a father, and ſends 
him a preſent. Afflictions ſhow men the vanity of their 
_ mdols, — riches, and pleaſures. Then they will ſeek God 
carly, have other thoughts of his miniſters, and value the 
counſels and prayers of thoſe whom before they deſpiſed. 
Many have reaſon to ſay, befere I was affiified, I went aſtray, 
but fince I have kept thy law. 

4. How much may men be miſtaken in themſelves, 
They do not know how a change of circumſtances may alter 
their temper and conduct. Hazael expreſſed great abhor- 
rence at the evil which Eliſha propheſied he would do to 
Ifrael; but he afterwards did as the prophet had faid. 
Thus men are often ſhocked at the thoughts of committing 
ſome fins, which they afterwards commit with greedineſs. 
They think themſelves ſufficiently armed againſt tempta- 
tion, but they know not their own hearts. Let us learn to 
watch narrowly the workings of the heart; eſpecially to 
guard againſt pride, ambition, and the love of pre- 
eminence, which frequently leads men to commit the worſt 
wickedneſs to accompliſh their ends. Let thoſe who are 
poor and low, be content, and not defirous of great things. 
hey know not what a ſnare and miſchief proſperity may 
prove to them, and what injury riches and honours may do 
them. Theſe things change men's manners, generally for 
the worſe ; which is a conſiderable reaſon why we ſhould 
have our converſation without covetouſneſs, and learn in hat- 
Jeever ſtate we are therewith to be content. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX 


Fehu, being anointed king by @ young prophet, is commanded to 
deſtroy the houſe of Ahab; the execution of his commiſſion in 
the deftruFion of Foram, Ahaziah, and Jezebel. 


I N D Eliſha the prophet called one of the children 
A of the prophets, and faid unto him, Gird up 
thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and 

2 go to Ramoth-gilead: * And he ſaid to him, When thou 
comeſt thither, look out there Jehu, who is commander 
in chief, the ſon of Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Nimſhi, and 

go in, and make him ariſe up from among his brethren, 
the other officers, and carry him to an inner chamber, 

3 Then take the box of oil, and pour [it] on his head, 
and ſay, Thus faith the Loxp, I have anointed thee 
king over Iſrael.“ Then open the door and flee, and 
tarry not, Jeſt thou ſhouldſt be taken up for a traitor. 

4 So the young man, [even] the young man the pro- 
phet, with great faith and courage, went to Ramoth- 
gilead. And when he came, behold, the captains of 
the hoſt [were] fitting in council together; this was à pro- 
per ſeaſon, as it might affect them all, and Abe them 10 
follow Jehu : and he ſaid, I have an errand to thee, O 
captain. And Jehu ſaid, Unto which of all us? And 

6 he ſaid, To thee, O captain. And he aroſe, and went 
into the houſe; and he poured the oil on his head, and 
faid unto him, Thus faith the Loxp God of Iſrael, I 
have anointed thee king over the people of the Logo, 

2 | [even] 

t Elijah was ordered to anoint Jehu for the deſtruction of A- 
hab's family, ſee 1 Vg, xix. 16. but Ahab's humiliation had 
reſpited the execution. Eliſha was now old, and too well known 
to execute the commiſſion himſelf, which required ſecrecy; he there- 
fore ſent one of the ſtudents of the college to Ramoth-gilead, 
which the Iſraelites had taken, and which was now kept by the 
29 1 extraordinary caſes, as when the ſucceſſion was removed, 
the kings were anointed, By this viſible ſign Jehu might be the 
more confirmed in the truth of that meſſage that was brought 


to him, 1 Kings xix. 16. He was the only king of Iſrael that was 
anointed after the diviſion of the ten tribes, 
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7 [even] over Iſrael.” And thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of 
Ahab thy maſter, that 1 may avenge the blood of my 
ſervants the prophets, and the blood of all the ſervants 

8 of the Loxp, at the hand of Jezehel. For the whole 
houſe of Ahab ſhall periſh: and I will cut off from 
Ahab him that piſſeth againſt the wall, every male, and 

9 him that is ſhut up and left in Iſrael: And I will make 
the houſe of Ahab like the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, and like the houſe of Baaſha the ſon of Ahijah: 

10 And the dogs ſhall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, 
that piece of ground where Naboth's vineyard was, and 
there ſhall be] none to bury [her.] And he opened 
the door, and fled. Thus he repeated what Elijah had 
foretold concerning the deſtruction of this family, 1 Kings 
XX1. 21, Sc. | 

11 Then Jehu came forth to the ſervants of his lord: 
and [one] ſaid unto him, [Is] all well? wherefore came 
this mad [fellow *] to thee? And he ſaid unto them, 
Ye know the man, 'and his communication ; you muſt 
know by his garb and way of ſpeaking that he was a prophet, 
and had ſome important meſſage to me, either of advice or 
reproof; and therefore wave all further enquiry for the pre- 

12 ſent. And they ſaid, [It is] falſe, ere was no private 
meſſage, it was ſomething of a publick nature, and therefore 
they were the more ſolicitous to know, ſaying, Tell us 
now. And he faid, Thus and thus ſpake he to me, 
ſaying, Thus faith the Long ö, I have anointed thee 

13 king over Iſrael.” Then they haſted, and took every 

| | man 


God did not diſown Iſrael tho“ they were ſo wicked, but ſtill 
ated as their king, and appointed them kings or viceroys whom 


he pleaſed, 


* So the idolaters called the prophets. There was ſomething in 
their dreſs and manner of living that was uncommon; and his 
flying with precipitation, and ſome marks of diſpleaſure, might 
lead them to uſe this language. 92 | 

The ſpirit of courage came upon Jehu when he was anointed, 
and he told them the meſſage, and probably ſhowed them the oil 
that was poured upon him. Upon this God remarkably influenced 
their hearts, ſo that immediately they raiſed him on an eminence 
hke a throne, and put their garments under. him, both to raiſe 
him and in token of ſubjection to him; a cuſtom uſed afterwards 
among the Greeks and Romans. | 


A _— _ 


man his garment, and put [it] under him on the top of 


14 


15 


16 
17 


19 


20 


the ſtairs, and blew with trumpets, ſaying, Jehu is 
king. So Jehu the ſon of Jehoſhaphat the fon of Nim- 
ſhi, with the reſt of the captains, conſpired againſt Joram. 
(Now Joram had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Iſrael, 
becauſe of Hazael king of Syria; he had taken it, and 
kept his army there leſt Hazael ſhould attempt to recover it. 
But king Joram was returned to be healed in Jezreel 
of the wounds which the Syrians had given him, when 
he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu faid, 
If it be your minds, [then] let none go forth [nor] 
eſcape out of the city to go to tell [it] in Jezreel ; e 
wiſely complimented them by doing nothing without their ad- 
vice; but as ſecrecy and ſpeed were neceſſary in this buſineſs, 
he adviſes that none ſhould be ſuffered to carry intelligence to 

oram. | 

So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for 
Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah was 
come down to fee Joram. And there ſtood a watch- 
man on the tower in Jezreel, and he {pied the company 


of Jehu as he came, and faid, I ſee a company, a troop 


of * coming. And Joram ſaid, Take an horſeman, 
and ſend to meet them, and let them ſay, [Is it] 
peace? what news from the Syrians? is all well at Ramoth? 
So there went one on horſeback to meet him, and ſaid, 
Thus faith the king, [Is it] peace? And Jehu ſaid, 
What haſt thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me; 
thus he prevented his carrying any meſſage to the ciſy. And 
the watchman told, ſaying, The meſſenger came to them, 
but he cometh not again. Then he ſent out a ſecond 
on horſeback, which came to them, and ſaid, Thus 
ſuth the king, [Is it] peace? And Jehu anſwered, 
What haſt thou to do with peace ? turn thee behind me. 
And the watchman told, ſaying, He came even unto 
them, and cometh not again: and the driving [is] 
like the driving of Jehu the fon of Nimſhi; for he 
driveth furiouſly, for which Fehu was noted. And 
Joram, finding he would deliver an account to none but him- 
ſelf, reſolved to go ta him; and he ſaid, Make ready. And 
his chariot was made ready. And Joram king of Iſrael 


and 


n. KINGS. IX. 479 


— 


480 IL, KINGS. IX. 
and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his cha- 
riot, and they went out againſt Jehu, and met him in 
the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite, in part of Na- 
both's vineyard ;, a remarkable providence ; enough to make 


22 Foram tremble, and Fehu triumph. And it came to paſs, 


when Joram ſaw Jehu, that he ſaid, [Is it] peace Jehu? 
And he anſwered, What peace, ſo long as the whoredoms 
of thy mother Jezebel, the ſpiritual and corporeal adul- 
.  beries with which their idolatry was attended, and her 
witchcrafts [are ſo] many ? her methods of deceit, in which 
he joined her, and both tolerated and countenanced them. 
23 And Joram turned his hands, the hands of him tolo 
. . drove the chariot, to return to the city, and fled, and ſaid 
24 to Ahaziah, [There is] treachery, O Ahaziah. And 
Jehu drew a bow with his full ſtrength, and ſmote 
Jehoram between his arms, as he fled from him, and the 
arrow went out at his heart, and he ſunk down in his 
25. chariot. Then faid {| Jehu] to Bidkar his captain, Take 
up, [and] caſt him in the portion of the field of Naboth 
the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and 
thou rode together after Ahab his father, «when we 
attended Ahab in ftate to take poſſeſſion of this vineyard, the 
Lon laid this burden upon him; threatened him "with 


46 this puniſhment by the prophet Elijah. Surely, I have 


ſeen yeſterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of 
his ſons, wah were flain to prevent their making any claim 
to it, faith the Lorp; and I vill requite thee in this 
plat, faith the Logp. Now therefore take ¶ and] caſt 
him into the plat [of ground, ] according to the word 
of the Lok and he was accordingly thrown there without 
any kind of burial. ; 


27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah ſaw this,] he 


Aled by the way of the garden houſe. And Jehu fol- 
lowed after him, and ſaid, Smite him alſo in the cha- 
riot. [And they did fo] at the going up to Gur, which 
[is] by Ibleam.“ And he fled to Megiddo in Samaria, 
and died there; he fled to Megiddo, from thence he was 

| brought 

2 jehu had no charge to deſtroy him; but as he was joined 
in affinity and iniquity with the houſe of Ahab, he thought he 
was included. 
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* brought to Fehu at Jezreel, and by his ſentence was flain, 
28 2 Chron. xxii. 9, And his ſervants carried him in a cha- 
riot to Jeruſalem, and buried him in his ſepulchre with 
his fathers in the city of David, becauſe he was the grand- 
29 ſon of good Fehoſhaphat, ſee 2 Chron. xxii. 9. And in the 
eleventh year of Joram the ſon of Ahab began Ahaziah 
to reign over Judah. | | 
30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard 
[of it;] and inſtead of clothing herſelf in 82 and pray- 
ing for mercy, ſhe painted her wrink/ed face, and tired her 
head, and looked out at a window, reſolving to keep up her 
dignity and ſtate; thinking perhaps that her ſex would ſecure 
31 her, and her majeſty daunt him. And as Jehu entered in at 
the gate, ſhe ſaid /o m, [Had] Zimri peace, who flew 
32 his maſter Baaſba? 1 Kings xvi. 18.“ And he lifted up his 
face to the window, and ſaid, Who [is] on my fide? 
who? And there looked out to him two [or] three 
33 eunuchs, who were chamberlains or pages. And he ſaid 
Throw her down. So they threw her down, 10 gratify 
their revenge on their haughty miſtreſs, or to gain favour © 
with Jehu; and [ſome] of her blood was ſprinkled on 
the wall, and on the horſes: and he trode her under 
34 foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, 
and faid, Go, ſee now this curſed” [woman, ] and 
bury her: for ſhe [is] a king's daughter; he daughter 
35 of the king of Sidon, 1 Kings xvi. 31. And they went 
to bury her: but they found no more of her than the 
ſcull, and the feet, and the palms of [her] hands. She 
wat ſo ill beloved that no body had taken care of her carcaſe, 
36 and the dogs had eaten all the 4 ; Wherefore they came 
again and told him. And he ſaid, This [is] the word of 
the Loxp, which he ſpake by his ſervant Elijah the Tiſh- 
bite, ſaying, In the portion of Jezreel ſhall dogs eat the 
fleſh of Jezebel; ke then recollected the words of Elijah in 
37 1 Kings xxi. 23. And the carcaſs of Jezebel ſhall be as 
dung upon the face of the fleld in the portion of Jez- 
Vol. III. | Hh | reel 


® Zimri when he was beſieged by Omri burned himſelf and the 
houſe. But the caſe was not parallel, Zimri did it out of am- 
bition, Jehu by the divine command. 


482 u. KINGS IX. 


reel; [ſo] that they ſhall not ſay, This [is] Jezebel; 
there was no monument, no children, nathing to keep up her 

| It was a great aggravation of the fins if Fehu 
afterwards, that he entered on his reign with an opportunity 
of remarking the variety of God's threatenings, and the ter- 
ror of his vengeance againſt idolatry ; yet he followed the fins 
of Feroboam, tu God had mentioned that prince, v. 9, as 4 
* miſerable and infamous perſon. 


REFLECTIONS. 


BSER VE again how God diſpoſes of kingdoms 
and hearts as he pleaſes. He gave the kingdom 
to Jehu; united the hearts of captains and ſoldiers to 
him, without envy or any oppoſition. He raiſeth up and 
down princes, and influenceth the ſpirits of men 
to bring about his own purpoſes. Let us reverence him, 
who doeth as he pleaſeth among the armies of heaven and the in- 
habitants of the earth. 

2. It becomes us to uſe diſpatch and ſhow intrepid reſo- 
lution in the execution of the divine commands. This 
young prophet took a long and hazardous jou to-exe- 
cute the divine commiſſion entruſted to him. We have now 
no ſuch extraordinary authority; but whatever we know to 
eee, ie ſhould be diſpatched with ſteady reſo- 

of heart. Fear not; have not I commanded 
457 wk t to gain all the vigour and activity of our 


35 e the th blood of God's ſervants and pro- 
1 is 8 in his ſight, and that he will avenge it. 
uſe was notoriouſly wicked in many inſtances; 
FFF as men- 
tioned, v. 7. Aud thou ſbalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab thy maſter, 
e avenge the blood of my ſervants the prophets and the 
blood of all nf noni er eater robbery 


When the Lord cometh to puniſh the inhabitants of the 
world, he will make ingui inpiftin fr for blood; and thoſe who have 
made themſelves drunk wi blood of the ſaints, ſpall have a 

cup 


d Perhaps there is a reference here to the name of Jezebel, 
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cup of trembling put into their hands, and meet with awful 
tokens of the divine diſpleaſure. 

4. It is not uncommon for the beſt of men to be account- 
ed mad. So the prophets were treated; ſo was. Chriſt 
himſelf, and John the baptiſt, as a poor, melancholy man. 

This is often the caſe, and none who are acquainted with 

the wiſdom of this world will think it ſtrange. But if wwe are 

befide ourſelves, it is to God: and the reproach of the wicked 
is not worth regarding. They think it firange that we run not 
with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, and reproach us for it. 

So treated they the prophets. 

5. We learn that the way of fin.can never be the way of 
peace. What haſt thou to do with peace: ſays Jehu, v. 19. 
They think to find peace and ſafety in their evil way, but 

what peace can there be, while God is diſhonoured and 

affronted, and religion neglected? What peace with him, 
or with conſcience ; what peace in life or death, for thoſe 
who obey not God, and fight againſt conſcience ? Men may 
amuſe themſelves with hope, and truſt to a falſe peace; but 
there is no peace, faith God, to the wicked. 

6. The Lord is known by the judgments which he executeth. 

This remarkable ſeries of awful events, was fulfilling the 

word of the Lord delivered many erg. Not one 

word of his all to the ground. Ahaziah was a partaker 
in ms Ay = 2 that reaſon a partaker of the plague; the 
threatenings which ſeemed to be forgotten, were all ac- 
compliſhed, even to the very circumſtance of place, at 

Jezreel, and in Naboth's vineyard, and in the dogs de- 
ſtroying Jezebel. God will have a time of reckoning with 

finners, tho? they may flouriſh long in their iniquities. The 

miſerable end of Jezebel is very affecting and inſtructive. 

In the midſt of ever ſo much pride, cruelty, and idolatry, 

finners can never out-face or out-brave the judgments of 

God. Thus will the enemies of God periſh. Thus ſhall 

Rome, that ſpiritual Jezebel, that mother of harlots, and 
- abomination of the earth, be deſtroyed. The execution of \ 
- theſe threatenings in the inſtances before us, confirm our 

faith in that great event which revelation declares; for ſtrong 

and righteous is the Lord who judgeth her. | 
420 8 . 3 H h 2 CHAP. 
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= 52 CH AFP. X. ee 
(| An account of the execution done upon Ahal”s family and the 
EE. <vorſprppers of Baal; with Fehu's character and reipn. 
I A ND Ahab had ſeventy ſons in Samaria, grandſons 
or nephews, who amidſt the confuſion fled to Samaria 
for ſafety. And Jehu wrote letters, and ſent to Samaria, 
unto the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to them 
that brought up Ahab's [children, ] to the chief perſons 
and officers of the court, who had the care of the rayal family, 
and had fled with them for their greater ſecurity, ſaying, 
2 Now as ſoon as this letter cometh to you, ſeeing your 
maſter's ſons [are] with you, and [there are] with you 
_ chariots and horſes, a fenced city alſo, and armour, 
3 Look even out the beſt and meeteſt of your maſter's 
ſons, and ſet [him] on his father's throne, and fight for 
4 your maſter's houſe. But they were 4 y afraid, 
and ſaid, Behold, two kings ſtood not before him: how 
5 then ſhall we ſtand? And he that [was] over the houſe, 
and he that [was] over the city, the elders alſo, and 
the bringers up [of the children, ] ſent to Jehu, ſayin 
We [are] thy ſervants, and will do all that thou ſhalt 
bid us; we will not make any king: do thou [that 
which is] good in thine eyes. This was a cowardly ſur- 
render; determining to ſubmit at pleaſure, and do as he would 
6 have them. Then he wrote a letter the ſecond time to 
them, ſaying, If ye [be] mine, and [if] ye will heark- 
en unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your 
maſter's ſons, and come to me to Jezreel by to morrow 
this time. Now the king's ſons, [ being] ſeventy per- 
ſons, [were] with the great men of the city, which 
7 brought them up. And it came to paſs, when the let- 
ter came to them, that they inſtantly obeyed the orders, and 
took the king's ſons, and flew ſeventy perſons, and put 
. their heads in baſkets, and ſent him [them] to Jezreel. 
8 And there came a meſſenger, W 
| a | ey 
© Perhaps Jehu knew they were conſulting about a fl 6 
and ſent them this ironical meſſage, or contemptuous defiance, not 
doubting but he was able to deal with the greateſt of them, 
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They have brought the heads of the king's ſons. And, 
it being late at night, he ſaid, Lay ye them in two 
heaps at the entering in of the gate until the morning. 
9 And it came to aſs in the morning, that he went out, 
and ſtood, and ſaid to all the people, who were met to- 
gether to wiew this ſtrange ſpectacle, and to be witneſſes of the 
dreadful judgment of God upon AMiab's houſe, becauſe of their 
idolatry and cruelty, Ye | be] righteous, ye have had no 
hand in this, and therefore you need not fear any miſchief : 
behold, I conſpired againſt my maſter, and flew him : 
but who flew all theſe ? other hands have ſlain theſe young 
men; yet it is done in obedience to the divine command, and 
is the execution of tie divine ſentence. Know now that there 
ſhall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the 
Lon, which the Logp ſpake concerning the houſe of 
Ahab: for the Loxp hath done [that] which he ſpake 
by his ſervant Elijah. So Jehu flew all that remained 
of the houſe of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, 
and his kinsfolks, and his prieſts, until he left him 
none remaining in Jeareel; there was ſome till in 
Samaria, ſee v. 17.“ | 
And, having finiſhed his work in Fezreel, he aroſe and 
departed, and came to Samaria, [And] as he [was] 
at the ſhearing houſe in the way, Jehu met with the 
brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and faid, Who 
[are] ye? And they anſwered, We [are] the brethren 
of Ahaziah, his nephews, as we read 2 Chron. xxii. 8. 
and we go down to ſalute the children of the king, and 
the children of the queen; knowing nothing of what had 
happened they came to attend their uncle back, and pay their 
reſpetts to the royal family, to which they were related. 
14 And he faid, Take them alive. And they took them 
alive, and flew them at the pit of the ſhearing houſe, 
[even] two and forty men; neither left he any of them. 
15 And when he was departed thence, he lighted on 
Jiehonadab the ſon of Rechab [coming] to meet him: 
28 Hh 3 and 
4 Probably ſome of theſe were the very perſons who executed 


Naboth by Jezebel's orders; and thus their evil doings came up- 
on their own heads, 


* He was a perſon of great piety and eminence in Iſrael; a 
| Kenite 
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and he faluted him, and ſaid to him, Is thine heart 
right, as my heart [is] with thy heart? doft thou as fin- 
cerely love me and approve of my ations, as I love and re- 
ſhe thee? And Jehonadab anſwered, It is. If it be, 
give [me] thine hand in token of thy affefion. And he 
gave [him] his hand; and he took him up to him into 

16 the chariot. And he ſaid, Come with me, and ſee my 
. zeal for the Lonßp; my zeal for his honour, and defire to 
fulfil his commanas, So they made him ride in his cha- 
17 riot. And when he came to Samaria, he flew all that 
remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had deſtroyed 
him, according to the ſaying of the Lorp, which he 
18 ſpake to Elijah. And Jehu gathered all the people 
together, and ſaid unto them, Ahab ſerved Baal a little; 
[but] Jehu ſhall ſerve him much; he pretended his quar- 

19 rel was not with Baal, but with Ahab's family. Now 
therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his 
ſervants, and all his prieſts; let none be wanting: for 

I have a great ſacrifice [to do] to Baal; whoſoever 
ſhall be wanting, he ſhallnot live; he thought that, con- 
fidering the deſtruftion of Alab's family, they might be afraid 

fo come, and therefore threatens them. But Jehu did [it] 

in ſubtilty, to the intent that he might deſtroy the 

_ worſhippers of Baal; but whatever his intention was, it 
20 was a wicked artifice that he made uſe of. And Jehu ſaid, 
Proclaim a folemn afſembly for Baal. And they pro- 

21 claimed [it.] And Jehu ſent through all Iſrael: and all 
the worſhippers of Baal came, ſo that there was not a 
man left that came not. And they came into the houſe 

of Baal; and the houſe of Baal was full from one end 

to another, including the court, which might hold à great 

22 number. And he faid unto him that [was] 1 Ha 
EE; | veſtry, 

Kenite, and a deſcendant of Jethro, He impoſed upon his ſons 
an auſtere life, that they ſhould drink no wine, nor live in cities, 
(dee Jer. xxxv. 6—8.) but be ſhepherds in the country, leſt they 
ould” be corrupted in thoſe luxurious and idolatrous times. This 
pious and eminent perſon, hearing what Jehu bad done in obe- 
Hence to God's commands, came to congratulate him, and en- 
courage him to extirpate idolatry. Jchu thinking a perſon of his 
character and reputation would: add weight and acceptance to 


what he was deing, eſpecially zmorg the pious Iſrachites, ad- 
dreſled him in the meſt friendly tranner, F ; 
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veſtry, Bring forth veſtments for all the worſhippers of 
23 Baal. . And he brought them forth veſtments. And 
Jehu went, and Jehonadab the ſon of Rechab, into the 
houſe of Baal, and faid unto the-worſhippers of Baal, 
Search, and look that there be here with you none of 
the ſervants of the Lorp, but the worſhippers of Baal 
24 only, left the ſacrifice ſhould be profane by others. And 
when they went in to offer facrifices, and burnt offer- 
ings, Jehu appointed fourſcore men without, and ſaid, 
[If] any of the men whom I have brought into your 
hands eſcape, [he that letteth him go, ] his life [ſhall 
25 be] for the life of him. And it came to paſs, as ſoon as 
he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, that 
Jehu ſaid to the guard and to the captains, in, 
[and] ſlay them; let none come forth. And they ſmote 
them with the edge of the ſword; and the and 
the captains caſt [them] out, and went to the city of 
the houſe of Baal; à place where the pypphets and prieſts of 
Baal lived; the buildings of which were numerous, and it 
26 was a kind of city. And they brought forth the images 
27 out of the houſe of Baal, and burned them. And they 
brake down the image of Baal, and brake down the 
houſe of Baal, and made it a draught houſe, or common 


28 ſewer, unto this day. Thus Jehu deſtroyed Baal out 


of Iſrael; /o that he mas never worſhipped there any more. 
The work was good, but the "manner of conducting it was 
wrong and ſcandalous. 

29 . Howbeit [from] the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Ne- 
bat, who made Iſrael to fin, Jehu departed not from 
after them, [to wit,] the golden calves that [were] in 
Beth-el, and that [were] in Dan; he worſbipped thoſe, 

30 leſt the people ſhould return to Feruſalem. And the Lorp 
ſaid unto Jehu, by ſome prophet, Becauſe thou haſt done 
well in executing [that which is] right in mine eyes, 
[and] haſt done unto the houſe of Ahab according to 
all that [was] in mine heart, thy children of the fourth 

H h4 [ gener- 
f Theſe were badges of diſtinction, or rather, as Cos raup ſup- 
poſes, little tents, in which they had infamous cummerce with 


women, who proſtituted themſelves in honour of Baal. Hence we 
fo often read of whoredoms when idolatry is mentioned, 
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[generation] ſhall fit on the throne of Iſrael. Thus God 
31 was pleaſed to reward his partial obedience. But Jehu took 
no. heed to walk in the law of the Loxp God of Iſrael 
with all his heart: for he departed not from the fins 
of Jeroboam, which made Iſrael to fin ; his policy got the 
better of his religion. | 
32 In thoſe days the Loxp began to cut Iſrael ſhort: 
and Hazael ſmote them in all the coaſts of Iſrael ; 
33 From Jordan eaſtward, all the land of Gilead, the 
Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Manaſſites, from 
Arger, which [is] by the river Arnon, eyen Gilead and 
| an. | | 
34 Now the reſt of the acts of Jehu, and all that he 
did, and all his might, [are] they not written in the 
35 book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And 
Jehu ſlept with his fathers: and they buried him in 
. Samaria. And Jehoahaz his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
36 And the time that Jehu reigned over Iſrael in Samaria 
las] twenty and eight years. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. BSERVE how ſoon the moſt numerous fami- 
| lies may be made deſolate by the judgments of 
God. The royal houſe of David was large, and ſeemingly 
in no danger of wanting ſucceſſors; but it is here ſaid all 
were cut off. Children are an heritage of the Lord. Pſalm 
cxxvii. 3. Parents ſhould rejoice over them with trembling; 
be —_ to inſtru them; and entail the beſt bleſſings 
upon them. Sin ſoon cuts off families; but the juſt man 
walketh in his integrity, and is preſerved. 

2. We learn how ſuddenly death may overtake thoſe 
who think themſelves moſt ſecure, as in the inſtances of 
Ahab's grandſons, Ahaziah's nephews, and Baal's wor- 
ſhippers; none of whom apprehended any danger. God 

| | * 

Hazael took the frontier towns, and all the land beyond Jor- 
dan, and committed terrible ravages, agreeable to what Eliſha bad 
foretold, and for which Hazael was threatened in Amos i. 3, 4. Jebu 
had no ſucceſs againſt him, becauſe his heart was not right with 


God. Nevertheleſs he reigned longer than any of the kings of 
Iſrael had done before him. | 


rer 


r 
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gives no ſuch commiſſions now, but the lives of men are 
not ſecure from fraud and cruelty. We ſhould always con- 
fider life as uncertain, and be always ready. In the midſt of 
life we are in death. It is too great a venture to go abroad 
at any time without the ſoul prepared for heaven. 

3. Let us adore the juſtice of God in taking off theſe 
idolatrous ſinners in the very act of fin, The vileſt idolatry 
and all forts of lewdneſs and unnatural luſts were practiſed 
in thoſe rites, ſuch as corrupt every good principle and 
affection; and this prevailed ſo generally, that only ſeven 
thouſand men were found in all Iſrael] who had not bowed 
the knee to Baal. It was righteous in God, worthy his 
character as the moral governor of the world, and neceſſary 
for the peace and happineſs of the community, that ſuch 
evil ſhould be remedied. And how? there was no way but 
by a thorough execution, | | 

4. The great leſſon to be learned is, to guard againſt 
partial obedience and ſubjection to God.  Jehu's zeal had 


many faults, and much fraud and falſhood mingled with 


it. Zeal is good; but, Come, ſee my zeal, ſpoiled all. Upon 
the whole, it was neither hearty nor univerſal; he retained 
his favourite idolatry, and worſhipped the calves. Thus 
many perform ſome acts of religion, while they negle& 
others; part with ſome fins, but keep thoſe which are moſt 

inful, moſt pleaſing, or moſt ſecret. Let us ſee that our 


arts be right, and take heed to walk in the law of God 


with a perfect heart. Without care, we ſhall! err, and turn 
aſide from the holy commandment. May we therefore 
walk circumſpectly in all the ſtatutes and ordinances of the 
Lord blameleſs. | 

5. If God rewards partial obedience, how much more 
will he approve that which is univerſal. v. 30. And the Lord 
ſaid unto Fehu, Becauſe thou haſt done well in executing that 
which is right in mine eyes, and haſt done unto the houſe of 
Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the 
fourth generation ſhall fit on the throne of Hrael. God will not 
be wanting to any of his creatures. He may reward ſome 
acts of obedience with temporal proſperity; tho? he will at 
laſt puniſh the hypocrite. But when the heart is right, and 
obedience is entire and univerſal, according to the tenor of 


the 
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endl 05 ſuch ſhall have a glorious and everlaſting re- 

| In every reſpe& God will ſhow that he is upright, 
and that there is no unrighteouſneſs in him. 


— nn—_—_ 
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An account of the wonderful preſervation of Joaſh from Atha- 
liah's cruelty ; the method Jehoiada took to ſet him upon the 
throne ; the death of the uſumper; the eftabliſhment of Joaſh ; 
and the reformation begun. 

1 N D when Athaliah, he widow of Joram king of 
the daughter of Ahab, and the mother of 

Ahaziah, ſaw that her ſon was dead, that Fehu had flain 
her ſon and the royal family of Iſrael, ſbe farmed the deſperate 
reſolution to revenge it on the houſe of David, and ſhe aroſe 
and deſtroyed all the ſeed royal, Joram's children by 

2 another wife, all princes of the blood.” But Jehoſheba, 
the daughter of king Joram by another wife, fiſter of 
Ahaziah, took Joaſh the ſon of Ahaziah, and ftole him 
from among the king's ſons [which were] flain ; hey 
carried him off wounded, but not dead, tio Athaliah con- 
cluded him to be ſo; and they, Jehoſbeba and her huſband 
Fehoiada the high prieft, hid him, [even] him and his 
nurſe, in the bedchamber belonging to the high prieſt, 

3 from Athaliah, ſo that he was not flain. And he was 
with her hid in the houſe of the Lorp fix years, And 
Athaliah did reign over the land, and eſtabliſhed idolatry 

ain. 

1 And the ſeventh year Jehoiada ſent privately and 
fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the captains and 
the guard, who were well affected to the houſe of David, 

and friends to true religion, and brought them to him 
into the houſe of the Loxp, and made a covenant with 
them, and took an oath of fidelity and ſecrecy of them 

| in 


* She perhaps was afraid leſt Jeha ſhould kill her becanſe ſhe 
was of Ahab's family; and therefore deſtroyed the royal family and 
attempted to get into the throne, She had ſome ſons of her own 
by another huſband, to whom ſhe hoped to leave the crown. 
2 Chron. XXIV, 7. 


FA 
— 


IIS 5 3 OD | SE 


in the houſe of the Loxbp, and ſhowed them the king's 
5 ſon.: And he commanded them, ſaying, This [is] 
the thing that ye ſhall do; A third part of you that 
enter in on the ſabbath ſhall even be keepers of the 
6 watch of the king's houſe;* And a third part [ſhall 
be] at the gate of Sur, the eaſt gate, which opened toward 
the city, that there might be no diſturbance from thence , and 
a third part at the gate behind the guard, the ſouth gate, * 
which wed to the palace, ana there a guara was kept: fo 
ſhall ye keep the watch of the houſe, that it be not 
broken down; that none of Athaliah's guard ſhould break 
7 into ſurpriſe them. And two parts of all you that go forth 
on the ſabbath, who have finiſbed your courſe and ſo have 
liberty to return home, even they ſhall keep the watch 
of the houſe of the Lonxd about the king, hey were de- 
tained to be a guard about the king's perſon; probably a 


8 third part were let go to prevent ſuſpicion. And ye ſhall 


compaſs the king round about, every man with his 
weapons in his hand: and he that cometh within the 
ranges, either the rails of the temple, or the ranks who 
were ſet to guard the king, let him be lain : and be ye with 

9 the king as he goeth out and as he cometh in. And 
the captains over the hundreds did according to all 
[things] that Jehoiada the prieſt commanded: and they 
took every man his men that were to come in on the 
ſabbath, with them that ſhould go out on the ſabbath, 
and came to Jehoiada the prieſt; hey followed the high 
prieſt, and came without arms, leſt it ſhould have raiſed a 
10 ſuſpicion, And to the captains over hundreds did the 
teſts give king David's ſpears and ſhields, that were] 

in the temple of the Lox D; e arms David had dedicated 

to God as a memorial, or ſpoils which he had taken; tho* per- 
haps they were almoſt worn out, or were old faſhioned, it would 

1 This muſt be a pleaſing ſurpriſe to the good people of If 


* rae], who thought the royal family was extinct; and the promiſe 


of God, that David ſhould never want a ſucceſſor, had failed. 
* For theſe purpoſes ſo many prieſts and Levites were appoint- 


ed weekly in rotation; a new courſe came on every ſabbath day 


morning, and the old went out on the ſabbath day evening; 
therefore both attended the ſervice of that ſolemn day. One part 
was to guard the king's houſe, where he lived and was educated. 
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give them ſpirit to uſe them, when undertaking the cauſe of 
$1 the houſe of David. And the guard ſtood every man 
with his weapons in his hand, round about the king, 
from the right corner of the temple to the left corner 
of the temple, [along] by the altar and the temple. 
12 And he brought forth the king's fon, and put thecrown 
upon him, and [gave him] the teſtimony, or /aw of 
God, which he was to read and ſtudy, and by the rules of 
which he was to live and govern; and they made him 
king, and anointed him; and they clapped their 
hands, and ſaid, God fave the king. | | 
13 And when Athaliah heard the noiſe of the guard 
[and] of the people, ſhe came to the people into the 
temple of the Loa. I was carried on ſo ſecretly, that ſhe 
knew nothing of it till ſbe heard the ſhouting, and came in a 
14 fret to ſee what was the matter. And when ſhe looked, 
behold, the king ſtood by a pillar, as the manner [ was,] 
on the brazen ſcaffold, which Solomon uſed at the dedication, 
and on which the kings ſtood when they were inaugurated, 
and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, and 
all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with 
trumpets, and praiſed God for reſtoring the royal family, 
- _ © 2 Chron. xxiii. 13. and Athaliah rent her clothes, and 
15 cried, Treaſon, Treaſon. But Jehoiada the prieſt com- 
manded the captains of the hundreds, the officers of 
the hoſt, and ſaid unto them, Have her forth without 
the ranges, carry her out of the limits of the temple : and 
him that followeth her kill with the ſword ; deftroy her 
and all us adhere to her. For the prieſt had ſaid, Let 
her not be flain in the houſe of the Lox p. Hearing this, 
16 be fled in haſte towards the palace, tro the ſtables, And 
they laid hands on her; and ſhe went by the way by the 
which the horſes came into the king's houſe; and there 
was ſhe ſlain; in @ publick place, and in an ignominious 
manner, as her mother Jezebel was before. | 
= 17 And Jehoiada, who was regent during the king's 
W minority, took the firſt opportunity, now the people were 
pleaſed and thankful, to promote the obſervation of the d. 
ue 


| | 1 This was done by Jehoiada and his ſons, one of whom he 


| il afterwards ungratefully flew, 2 Chron. xxiii. 11. a 
! | 
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vine law; and he made a covenant between the Loxo 
and the king and the people, that they ſhould be the 
Logv's' people; the king and the people entered into a 
ſolemn covenant to keep the commandment of Jehovah, and ; 

40 root out idolatry; and another covenant between the 

1 king alſo and the people, in which he engaged to rule by 

18 the divine law, and they to be dutiful ſubjects. And all the 

by, people of the land went into the houſe of Baal, and 
brake it down; his altars and his images brake they in 
pieces thoroughly, and flew Mattan the prieſt of Baal N 
before the altars, tohere he had fled for refuge. And the | 
prieſt appointed officers over the houſe of the Loxo, 

19 that no unclean per ſon ſhould enter into it. And he took the | 
rulers over hundreds, and the captains, and the guard, 
and all the people of the land ; and they brought down 
the king from the houſe of the Loxy, and came by the 
way of the gate of the guard to the king's houſe. And he | 

20 ſat on the throne of the kings. And all the people of the | 
land rejoiced, and the city was in quiet; hey rejoiced in | 
what Fehoiada had done, and the happy proſpef before them; | 
and no one appeared in defence of the uſurper, or gave the =_ 

net king any diſturbance : and they flew Athaliah with | [ 

21 the ſword [beſide] the king's houſe. Seven years old 

[was] Jehoaſh when he began to reigu.“ 
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"REFLECTIONS. 


I. E ſee what dreadful work ambition makes in the | 

world. This wicked woman, to gratify her re- | 

venge, or rather her ambition, deſtroyed all the royal | 

houſe of Iſrael ſhe could meet with. The calamity of fa- 
milies had no effect upon her. A love of power, pre- 
eminence and dominion, open a door to all manner of 
wickedneſs. Where pride and ambition gain the aſcend- 
ancy, nothing is thought too bad for men or women to be 
guilty of. | | 
2. We learn what peculiar calamity and diftreſs great 

families are often ſubje& to. It were better to have been 
| deſcended 


= It will be r to read next the twenty-fourth chapter of 
the 2 / oor Bags ry 4 4 
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deſcended from the meaneſt tradeſman or labourer in Iſrael, 
than to be of the royal family. When we are ready to envy 
thoſe who are in high ſtations, we ſhould remember they 
are ſet in ſlippery places. There 1s more ſecurity, as well as 
more comfort, among people in the middle ſtations of life, 

3. We learn what a bleſſing one child, wiſely married, 
may be to a good family. It was rather ſtrange that Joram 
ſhould marry his daughter to the high prieſt. But provi- 
dence ordered it fo, that he might ſave his rig from utter 

deſtruction. The good high prieſt and his ſon ſaved one, as 
a brand from the burning. This circumſtance ſhould make 
parents ſolicitous that their children may be allied to thoſe 
who are wiſe and good; from whom they may expect help 
and aſſiſtance in ſuch circumſtances of difficulty and danger, 
when others not thus allied may forſake them, or their own 
near relations prove unnatural. 

4. On how ſmall a thread does the accompliſhment of 
divine promiſes ſometimes depend. All God's declarations 
in favour of the houſe of David depended on this one little 
child, a year old, ſaved from the ſword of his grandmother. 
The good people of Iſrael thought the houſe of David 
was extinct. But no word of God ſpall fall to the ground; nor 
ſhall any ſcheme of men make his promiſe of none effect. 

5. From the joy the people expreſſed in this great revo- 
lution, let us reflect what reaſon there is for joy and thank- 
falneſs when Satan is depoſed, and Chriſt is enthroned in 

the heart; when Satan the uſurper is put down, and the 
foul gives itſelf up to Chriſt, and receives him as king; 
when confuſion and diſorder are changed for piety and peace. 
Oh glorious, happy change | Hoſannak to the ſon of David 
bleſſed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord! | 
6. How wiſe and prudent is it to engage men to enter 
into a ſolemn covenant, when the heart 1s peculiarly im- 
preſſed with the goodneſs of God, as Jehoiada here did. 
Publick reformation is beſt promoted when the memory of 
deliverances 1s freſh, and every heart is full of joy. Miniſ- 
ters and le ſhould learn hence when they ſee young 
men thoughefal and conſiderate, narrowly eſcaped from 
danger and death, to remind them of their obligations to be 
the Lord's, and to devote themſelves to him. Happy wy 
| Ole 


thoſe who have ſuch wiſe, uſeful guides, as Jehoiada was, 
if they are ſenſible of their happineſs; and happy are the 
people who have joined themſelves to the Lord in an everlaſting 
covenant, never to be forgotten. 


by An account of the good reign of Fehoaſh during the days of 
| Jehoiada ; he is afterwar in by his ſervants. | 


W 1 * 
_ 2 mother's name [was] Zibiah of Beer-ſheba, And Je- 
hoaſh did [that which was] right an the fight of the 
Lox all his days wherein Jehoiada the prieſt inſtructed 
3 him. But the high places were not taken away: the 
people {till ſacrificed and burnt incenſe in the high 
places. | 

And Jehoaſh ſaid to the prieſts, All the money of 
the dedicated things that 1s brought into the — of 
the Logo, [even] the money of every one that paſſeth A 


{the 


[and] all the money that cometh into any man's heart 
5 to bring into the houſe of the Logpy Let the prieſts 


take 


let them repair the breaches of the houſe, whereſoever 
6 any breach ſhall be found. But it was [ fo, that] in the 
three and twentieth year of king Jehoaſh the prieſts had 
7 not repaired the breaches of the houſe. Then king 


Jeho 


prieſts, and ſaid unto them, Why repair ye not the 
| breaches of the houſe ? now therefore receive no [more] 
money of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the 
8 breaches of the houſe. And the prieſts conſented to 
receive no [more] money of the people, neither to re- 
pair the breaches of the houſe. But Jehoiada the prieſt 


took 


it beſide the altar, on the right fide as one cometh into 
the houſe of the LoxD: and the prieſts that kept the 
Mouth door 
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CHAP. II. 


the ſeventh year of Jehu Jehoaſh began to reign; 
and forty years reigned he in Jeruſalem. And his 


account,] the money that every man is ſet at, 88 


ſit] to them, every man of his acquaintance: and 


called for Jehoiada the prieſt, and the [other] 


a cheſt, and bored a hole in the lid of it, and ſet 


m_ 
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door put therein all the money [that was] brought into 

10 the houſe of the Logp. And it was [ſo,] when they 

ſaw that [there was] much money in the cheſt, that the 

king's ſcribe and the high prieſt came up, and they put 

up in bags, and told the money [that was] ans in 

11 the houſe of the Logp. And they gave the money, 

being told, into the hands of them that did the work, 

that had the overſight of the houſe of the Lox D: and 

they laid it out to the carpenters and ' builders, that 

12 wrought upon the houſe of the Loxp, And to maſons, 

and hewers of ſtone, and to buy timber and hewed 

ſtone to repair the breaches of the houſe of the Lox, 

and for all that was laid out for the houſe to repair [it.] 

13 Howbeit there were not made for the bo of the 

Lob bowls of filver, ſnuffers, baſons, trumpets, any 

veſſels of gold, or veſſels of filver, of the money ſ that 

14 was] brought into the houſe of the Loxp: But they 

ve that to the workmen, and repaired therewith the 

15 houſe of the Loxp. Moreover they reckoned not with 

the men, into whoſe hand they delivered the money to 

be beſtowed on workmen : for they dealt faithfully. 

16 The treſpaſs money and fin money was not brought 
into the houſe of the Lox p: it was the prieſts'. 

17 Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought a- 

- gainſt Gath, and took it: and Hazael ſet his face to go 


18 up to Jeruſalem. And Jehoaſh oy of Judah took all 


the hallowed things that Jehoſhaphat, and Jehoram, 
and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedi- 
cated, and his own hallowed things, and all the gold 
[that was] found in the treaſures of the houſe of the 
Loxp, and in the king's houſe, and ſent [it] to Hazael 
king of Syria: and he went away from Jeruſalem. 


19 And the reſt of the acts of Joaſh, and all that he 


did, [are] they not written in the book of the chroni- 
20 cles of the kings of Judah ? And his ſervants aroſe, and 
made a conſpiracy, and flew Joaſh in the houſe of 
21 Millo, which goeth down to Silla. For Jozachar the 
ſon of Shimeath, and Jehozabad the ſon of Shomer, 
his ſervants, ſmote him, and he died; and they buried 
him with his fathers in the city of David ; and Ama- 
ziah his ſon reigned in his ſtead, wat 
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= C HAP. XIII. 
nt reign of Jehoahaz ak *= og Joaſb; and the death of 


1 N the three and twentieth year of Joaſh the ſon of 
Ahaziah king of Judah Jehoahaz the ſon of Jehu 
AP gan to reign over Iſrael in Samaria, [and reigned] 
2 2 ſeventeen years. And he did [that which was] evil in the 
ht of the Logp, and followed the fins of Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, which made Iſrael to fin ; he depart- 
ed not therefrom; he was not reclaimed by the calamities 

brought on him and his family. 

And the anger of the Loxp was kindled 1 * Ii 
rael, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael 
king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the ſon 

| of Hazael all [their] days; rather, every day; he was con- 
* tinually doing it by their making incurſions upon them, and 
= 4/7 advantages gained againſt them, And Jehoahaz 
= beiought the Logp, probably on ſome publick humiliation, 
; and the Lorp hearkened unto him, becauſe of his piay: 
=—_ anceftors, v. 23. for he ſaw the oppreſſion of I{rael, 
= 5 becauſe the king of Syria oppreſſed them. (And the 
Lon gave lirael a ſaviour, the preſent king's ſon, (as 
we read afterwards) ſo that they went out from under the 

hand of the Syrians ; and the children of Iſrael dwelt in 

their tents, as beforetime; ſecurely and quietly in the coun- 

6 try, as well as in the fortified. cities. Nevertheleſs they 
departed not from the fins of the houſe of Jeroboam, 

who made Iſrael fin, [but] walked therein; neither their 
miſeries nor God's mercy had any eſfect upon them : and there 
remained the grove alſo which Ahab had plante in 

7 Samaria.) Neither did he leave of the people to Je- 
hoahaz but fifty horſemen, and ten chariots, and ten 
thouſand footmen; he had very few ſoldiers ; war and 
taptivity had reduced them to ſo incon/iderable a number; for 

the king of Syria had deſtroyed them, and had made 
them like the duſt by threſhing; weak and contempt- 

ible, ſo that they were unable to oppoſe him, It does not ap- 


| gay that there was any aun of ewe in #he king; but it 
Yor, III. 1 | was 
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was the righteous judgment of God upon him, becauſe he was 


wicked. a 
8 _ Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that 
he did, and his might, [are] they not written in the 
9 book of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And 
Jehoahaz ſlept with his fathers; and they buried him 
in Samaria: and Joaſh his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
10 In the thirty and ſeventh year of Joaſh king of Judah 
began Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz to reign over Iſrael 
11 in Samaria, [and reigned] fixteen years. And he did 
[that which was] evil in the fight of the Loxp; he de- 
parted not from all the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, who made Iſrael fin : [but] he walked therein. 
12 And the reſt of the acts of Joaſh, and all that he did, 
and his might wherewith he fought againſt Amaziah 
king of Judah, [are] they not written in the book of 
13 the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And Joaſh ſlept 
with his fathers; and Jeroboam ſat upon his throne : 
and Joaſh was buried in Samaria with the kings of 
Iſrael." 
14 Now Eliſha was fallen ſick, of his fickneſs whereof 
be died. And Joaſh the king of Iſrael came down unto 
him, and wept over his face, not out of love to the pro- 
Phet, or elſe he would have reformed ; but from a concern 
that Ijrael ſhould loſe its glory and defence, while the Syrians 
probably were ravaging the country; and he ſaid, in the very 
', ſame words that Eliſba uſed when Elijah was taken away, 
O my father, my father, the chariot of Iſrael and the 
horſemen thereof ; becauſe by his counſels and prayers he 
15 had obtained them many victories. And Eliſha faid unto 
him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him 
16 bow and arrows. And he faid to the king of Iſrael, 
Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his hand 
[upon it:] and Eliſha put his hands upon the king's 
hands; his weak and waſted arms, to ſhow that he ſhould 
_ © » have deliverance, which was not to be aſcribed to their 
17 valour, but to the power of God. And he ſaid; Open the 
EP pa | | | window 
..__® Theſe. verſes contain only a general account of the reigns of 
Joaſh and of his ſucceſſor Jeroboam; but ſome particular facts 
worthy of notice, are recorded in v. 14. 13 
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window eaſtward. And he opened ſit.*} Then Eliſha 
ſaid, Shoot. And he ſhot. And he ſaid, The arrow 
ot the Loxy's deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance 
from Syria; a fign that the Lord would give deliverance: 
for thou ſhalt ſmite the Syrians in Aphek, or, as ſome 
render it, thou ſhalt ſmite them mightily, till thou have con- 
- ſumed [them 3] till all their forces with which they infeſted 
18 the land are deſtroyed. And he ſaid, Take the arrows. 
And he took them.] Having by the former ſign ſhowed that 
ke ſhould overcome the Syrians, by another he would ſhow 
him how of ten he ſhould overcome them. And he ſaid unto 
the king of Iſrael, Smite upon the ground. And he 
19 rally. fro and ſtayed.” And the man of God was 
wroth with him, and ſaid, Thou ſhouldſt have ſmitten 
five or fix times; then hadſt thou ſmitten Syria till thou 
hadſt conſumed [it:] whereas now thou ſhalt ſmite 
Fyria ſ but] thrice. | | | 4 
20 And Eliſha died, and they buried im. And the 
bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming 
21 in of the year. And it came to pals, as they were 
burying a man, that behold, they ſpied a band [of 
menz] and, for fear of being ſurpriſed, they rolled away 
the ſtone, and caſt the man into the ſepulchre of Eliſha in 
haſte: and when the man was let down, and touched the 
bones of Eliſha, he revived, and ſtood up on his feet.“ 
22 But Hazael king of Syria oppreſſed Iſrael all the 
23 days of Jehoahaz. And the Lorp was gracious unto 


them, and had compaſſion on them, and had reſpect 


+I: 2 | unto 


* Samaria lay north eaſt, and they had taken all the reſt of 
the land beyond Jordan, chap. x. 33. | 

P There was probably ſomething in the manner or the word 
of the. prophet, which intimated that he ſhould have ſmitten the 
3 oftener; but he ſtopped then, probably thinking he had 
done enough to humour the old prophet, in what he thought a 
filly action. | | 3 

4 This was the higheſt honour to the prophet's memory; it con- 


firmed the truth of what he had promiſed to the king, and en- 


couraged the belief of a future ſtate; and it ſhowed alſo, that 
what the prophet had done in raiſing the dead, was not by his 
own power, but by the power of God. The uſe which the Church 
of Rome has made of this ſtory, to encourage the worſhip of te- 
icks, is too ridiculous to be confuted, 
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. unto them, becauſe of his covenant with Abraham, 

Iſaac, and Jacob, and would not deſtroy them, neither 

 _ caft he them from his preſence as yet; ke remembered his 

24 covenant and gave them time to repent. So. Hazael king 

of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his ſon reigned in his 

25 ſtead. And Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz took again 

out of the hand of Ben-hadad the fon of Hazael the 

cities, which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz 

his father by war; ke retook all the _ beyond Jordan. 

Three times did Joaſh beat him, recovered the 
cities of Iſrael, according to the promiſe. Probably he was , 

unwilling to enter on a fourth action, in which there was no 

reaſon to expect equal ſucceſs." 


REFLECTIONS. 


15 S fin is the cauſe of chaſtiſement, ſo humiliation 

and prayer are the means of deliverance, v. 3, 4. 

This is applicable to ſociety in general, and to private per- 

ſons. For their iniquity was I uroth, and ſmote them, Let 

fuch humble themſelves under the mighty hand of God, 

and call upon him in the day of trouble. This is the ap- 
pointed way to obtain deliverance and ſalvation. 

2. The loſs of good men, eſpecially of good prophets 
and inſtructors of youth, is greatly to be lamented. They 
are better than chariots and horſemen. It is better to loſe men 
of war, than men of God, They are the ornament and 
ſupport of a nation; they are highly to be valued, and 

tly to be lamented. When they are taken away we 
ould mourn for ourſelves, not for them; we ſhould be 
concerned to riſe up in their ſtead, and pray that others 
may do ſo. | 
3. It is our own fault if ſpiritual enemies are not ſmitten 
and ſubdued, It is ar; Lo our ſloth; we take no pains 
to watch, and Bye 2nd ive; and do not believe the gra- 
cious promiſes of God. The more vigorouſly we attack 
them, and the more firmly we depend on divine promiſes, 
the more ſucceſsful we are like to be. Ve wreſtle not with 


fab and blood, but with principalities and powers: N 
| - 4 
After this chapter, 2 Ciros. chapter xxv. may be read. 
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them fteadfaſt in the faith, they will flee from us; and we ſhall 
be more than conquerors thro him that loved us. It is a grief to 
all good men to fee others loſing the victory, for want of 
faith, zeal, and reſolution. Therefore let us ftir up our- 
ſelves and one another; and fight the good fight of faith. 

4. All deliverance and ſucceſs, in temporal and fpiritual 
concerns, is owing to the grace and compaſſion of God. 
v. 23. Aud the Lord was gracious unto them, and had com- 
paſſion on them, and had reſpef unto them, becauſe of his cove- 
nant with Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, and would not deſtroy 
them. Here are ſeveral inſtructive and delightful phraſes. 
He was gracious to them, had compaſſion upon them, had 
reſpe& unto them, and remembered his covenant, He was 
wuling to find out a reaſon to be long-ſuffering and gra- 
cious to this rebellious people. This 1s great encouragement 
to finners to repent. God bears long with them. He is not 
willing that any ſbould periſh. With hum is forgiveneſs, that he 
may be feared. The goodneſs of God ſhould lead us to re- 
ee and amendment, ſince we are not caſt away from 

is preſence, but may enjoy the favourable tokens of it 
now and for ever. | 


— 


— 


CH AP. XIV. 
Amaziah's good reign; he is flain by a conſpiracy; and is ſuc- 
ceeded by Azariah. 


I 1 N the ſeconꝗ year of Joaſh ſon of Jehoahaz king 
of Iſrael rggned Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh king 

2 of Judah, He was twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign, and reigned twenty and nine years in 
Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Jehoaddan 

3 of Jeruſalem. And he did [that which was] right in 
the fight of the Loy, yet not like David his father: 
he did according to all things as Joaſh his father did. 
4 Howbeit the high places were not taken away: as yet 
the people did facrifice and burn incenſe on the high 

5 places. And it came to paſs, as ſoon as the kingdom 
was confirmed in his hand, that he flew his ſervants 

I i 3 which 
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6 which had ſlain the king his father. But the children 
of the murderers he ſlew not: according unto that which 
is written in the book of the law of Moſes, wherein the 

Lon commanded, ſaying, The fathers ſhall not be 
put to death for the children, nor the children be put 
do death for the fathers; but every man ſhall be put 
7 to death for his own ſin. He flew of Edom in the val- 
ley of ſalt ten thouſand, and took Selah by war, and 
called the name of it Joktheel unto this day, 

8 Then Amaziah ſent meſſengers to Jehoaſh the ſon of 
| Jehoahaz ſon of Jehu, king of Iſrael, ſaying, Come, 

9 let us look one another in the face. And Jehoaſh the 
king of Iſrael ſent to Amaziah king of Judah, ſaying, 
The thiſtle that [was] in Lebanon ſent to the cedar that 
[was] in Lebanon, fayin 2 Give thy daughter to my 
ſon to wife: and there paſſed by a wild beaſt that [was] 

10 in Lebanon, and — down — thiſtle. Thou haſt 
indeed ſmitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee 

up: glory [of this,] and tarry at home: for why 

mouldſt thou meddle to [thy] hurt, that thou ſhouldit 

11 fall, [even] thou, and Judah with thee ? But Amaziah 
would not hear, Therefore Jehoaſh king of Iſrael went 

q up; and he and Amaziah king of Judah looked one ano- 
ther in the face at Beth-ſhemeſh, which [belongeth] to 

12 Judah. And Judah was put to the worſe before Iſrael; 

13 and they fled every man to their tents. And Jehoaſh 
king of Ifrael took Amaziah king of Judah, the ſon of 
Jehoaſh the ſon of Ahaziah, at Beth-ſhemeſh, and 
came to Jeruſalem, and brake down the wall of Jeruſk- 
lem from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner gate, 

14 four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and 

ſillver, and all the veſſels [that were] found in the houſe 

of the Loxv, and in the treaſures of the king's Rouſe, 
and hoſtages, and returned to Samaria. 
15 Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoaſh which he did, 
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and his might, and how he fought-with Amaziah king 

of Judah, ſare] they not written in the book of = 
16 chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? And Jehoaſh le 
= ith Lon ein, ang was buried in Samaria with 
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+ » Kings of Iſrael; and Jeroboam his ſon reigned in his 
17 And Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh king of Judah lived 
after the death of Jehoaſh ſon of Jehoahaz king of Iſ- 
18 rael fifteen years. And the reſt of the acts of Amaziah, 
- [are] they not written in the book of the chronicles of 
19 the kings of Judah? Now they made a conſpiracy a- 
gainſt him in Jeruſalem: and he fled to Lachiſn; but 
they ſent after him to Lachiſh, and flew him there. 
20 And they brought him on horſes: and he was buried at 

Jeruſalem with his fathers in the city of David, 
21. And all the people of Judah took Azariah, which 
[was] ſixteen years old, and made him king inſtead of 
22 his father Amaziah. - He built Elath, and reſtored it 
to Judah, after that the king ſlept with his fathers.  -_ 
23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh 
king of Judah Jeroboam 7he ſecond, the ſon of Joaſh king 
of Iſrael began to reign in Samaria, ſand reigned] 
forty and one years; he reigned longer than any of the 
24 kings of Ifrael* And he did that which was] evil in 
the fight of the Lorp : he departed not from all the 
fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to 
fin; as he bore his name, ſo he followed his bad example. 
25 He reſtored the coaſt of Iſrael from the entering of 
Hamath unto the ſea of the plain, he retook the country 
 ., which had been taken from his predeceſſor, according to the 
word of the Lon D God of Iſrael, which he ſpake by 
the hand of his ſervant Jonah, the ſon of Amittai, the 
- - Prophet, which [was] of Gath-hepher ; he was encuurag- 
ed in this war by the prophet Fonah, who aſſured him of ſuc- 
26 ceſs. For the Loxp ſaw the affliction of Iſrael, [that it 
| was] very bitter: for {there was] not any ſhut up, nor 
any left, nor any helper for Iſrael]. The reaſon of this 
was the divine compaſſion ; there were but few people in the 
fenced cities or in the country, all were greatly depopulated. 
27 And the Loxp ſaid not that he would blot out the name 
of Ifrael from under heaven: but he ſaved them by 
| 114 a the 

ln his time Hoſea and Amos prophefied; and many 

in - their prophecies ſhow, that the moſt ſhameful idolatries and 
debaucheries were prattiſed among the Iſraelites at this time, 


the hand of Jeroboam the fon of Joaſh ; he would not 
deftroy them yet, and therefore ſaved them by the hand of 
this wicked prince. 

28 Now the reſt of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he 
did, and his might, how he warred, and how he re- 
covered Damaſcus, and Hamath, [which belonged] to 
Judah, for Iſrael, are] they not written in the book 

29 of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael ? And Jeroboam 

ſlept with his fathers, [even] with the kings of Iſrael ; 
and Zachariah his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 

| CHAP. XV. 

Azarial?'s good reign ; he is ſucceeded by Fotham; and his good 
reign. 

N the twenty and ſeventh Jeu of Jeroboam king of 
| Iſrael began Azariah fon of Amaziah king of Judah 

2 to reign, Sixteen years old was he when he began to 
reign, and he reigned two and fifty years in Jeruſalem, 
And his mother's name [was] Jecholiah of Jeruſalem, 

3 And he did [that which was] right in the fight of the 
Lozp, according to all that his father Amaziah had 


4 done; Save that the high places were not removed: the 
people facrificed and burnt incenſe ſtill on the high 


5 And the Lozp ſmote the king, ſo that he was a 
.* leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a ſeveral 
_. houſe. And Jotham the king's ſon [was] oyer the 
- 6 houſe, judging ing people of the land, And the reſt 
of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, [are] they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
7 of Judah? So Azariah flept with his fathers; and 
+; they buried him with his fathers in the city of David: 
nd Jotham his ſon reigned in his ſtead. = 
8 *In the thirty and eighth year ann = 
ws ud 


t This part of the hiſtory comes in between the twenty-fixth and 
enty-ſeventh chapters of 2 Chronicles, There is great diſorder in the 
Gates when theſe kings began to reign 3 but this is common in 
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Judah did Zachariah the ſon of Jeroboam reign over 

9 Iſrael in Samaria fix months. And he did [that which 
was] evil in the fight of the Lok b, as his fathers had 
done: he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam the 

10 ſon of Nebat, who made Ifrael to fin. And Shallum 
the ſon of Jabeſh conſpired againſt him, and ſmote him 
before the people, and flew him, and reigned in his 
11 ſtead.” And the reſt of the acts of Zachariah, behold, 
they [are] written in the book of the chronicles of the 

12 kings of Iſrael, This [was] the word of the Lok 
which he ſpake unto Jehu, ſaying, Thy ſons ſhall fit 
on the throne of Iſrael unto the fourth [generation.] 


And ſo it came to paſs, Herein God ſhowed himſelf faith- 


ful to his engagements. 
13 Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh began to reign in the nine 
and thirtieth year of Uzziah” king of Judah, and 
14 he reigned a full month in Samaria. For Menahem 
the ſon of Gadi hearing that Shallum had flain Zachariah, 
and uſurped the kingdom, determined to diſpute his title to 
it; and he went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, 
and ſmote Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh in Samaria, and 
15 flew him, and reigned in his ſtead. And the reſt of the 
acts of Shallum, and his conſpiracy which he made, be- 
hold, they [are] written in the book of the chronicles 
16 of the kings of Iſrael. Then Menahem ſmote Tiph- 
ſah, and aj that [were] therein, and the coaſts there- 
of from Tirzah: becauſe they opened not [to him, ] 
therefore he ſmote it; and] all the women therein that 
were with child he ripped up. He began his reign with acts 
of the greateſt injuſtice and cruelty ; for when he came back 
to the place where the army lay, the city refuſing to own his 
title to the kingdom, he ſmote it, and was guilty of the moſt 
horrible 


times of confuſion, So the reign of Charles the ſecond is ſome- 
times reckoned from his reſtoration 1660, and ſometimes from the 
year 1648, when his father was beheaded. 

Who Shallum was, and what his pretence for this conſpiracy, 
is not related. It ſeems that the king was ſecretly hated, and 
that many were engaged in it; that they deſtroyed the king pub- 
lickly ; and thus the prophecy in Amos vii. 9. was accompliſhed, 
| ” In Matthewv i. 8, wh he is called Ozias; and . 1. of this 
chapter, Azariah. 


near three hundred and ſeventy-five thouſand pounds. 
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- horrible barbarity ; by which he intended to intimidate others 
and prevent any future reſiſtance. #4 
17 In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah king of 
Judah began Menahem the ou of Gadi to reign over 
18 Iſrael, and reigned] ten years in Samaria. And he 
did [that which was] evil in the ſight of the Lord: he 
. departed not all his days from the fins of Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin. 
19 [And] Pyl the king of Aſſyria came againſt the 
land: and Menahem gave Pul a thouſand talents of 
ſilver, that his hand might be with him to confirm the 
kingdom in his hand; 10 turn back his army and pur- 
20 chaſe his friendſhip. And Menahem exacted the money 
of Iſrael, [even] of all the mighty men of wealth, of 
each man fifty ſhekels of ſilver, to give to the king of 
Aſſyria; to ingratiate himſelf with the common people, he 
laid this tax on the great men. So the king of Aſſyria 
turned back, and ſtayed not there in the land. 
21 And the reſt of the acts of Menahem, and all that he 
did, [are] they not written in the book of the chronicles 
22 of the kings of Iſrael? And Menahem flept with his 
- - fathers; and Pekahiah his ſon reigned in his ſtead, | 
23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Peka- 
Hhiah the ſon of Menahem began to reign over Iſrael in 
24 Samaria, [andreigned] two years. And he did that which 
was] evil in the fight of the Loxp: he departed not from 
the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael 


25 to fin. But Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, a captain of 


his, conſpired againſt him, as his father had done againſt 
Shallum, and {mote him in Samara, in the palace of the 
 - king's houſe, with Argoband Arieh, two eminent cour- 
tiers who were about the king, and with him fifty men of 


the Gileadites, who were the king's guards: and he kill. 


26 ed him, and reigned in his room. And the reſt of the 


= We read in 1 Chron. v. 26. that before this he had taken 
theſe captive beyond Jordan. Sir Isaac NewrTon is of opinion 
that this Pul was the founder of the Aſſyrian empire; and was 
bably the king of Nineveh, to whom Jonah was ſent, wo his 
iory in PRIDEAUx's Connect.) at this period his hiſtory began. 
About fix pounds five ſhillings each, the whole rene! Mis, | to 


— 
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acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, they 
. + [are] ee in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of lira | 
27 In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah 
Pekah the ſon of Remaliah began to reign over Iſrael 
28 in Samaria, [and reigned] twenty years. And he did 
[that which was] evil in the fight of the Lorp: he de- 
parted not from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
29 who made Iſrael to fin. In the days of Pekah king of 
|  Ifrael came Tiglath-pileſer king of Aſſyria, he Jon of. 
Pul, called by heathen hiſtorians, Arbaces, and took 
and Abel-beth-maachah, and - Janoah, and 21 
and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land Ds 
Naphtali, and carried them captive to Aſſyria. This was 
the ſecond time that ſome of the Iſraelites were carried cap- 
ive; he now took two tribes within Jordan. 

And Hoſhea the fon of Elah made a conſpiracy a- 
gainſt Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, and ſmote him, and 
flew him, and reigned in his ſtead, in the twentieth 
year of Jotham the ſon of Uzziah. The reaſon ſeems to 
have been, his expedition againſt Fudah, of which we after- 
wards read; and thus expoſing his —— to the ravages of 

31 the Aſians. And the reſt of the acts of Pekah, and 
all that he did, behold, they [are] written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael. 
32 In the ſecond year of Pekah the ſon of Remaliah 
king of Iſrael began Jotham the ſon of Uzziah king of 
33 Judah to reign. Five and twenty years old was he 
when he began to reign, and he reigned ſixteen years 
in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [ was] rade 
24 the daughter of Zadok. And he did dale which was! 
right in the fight of the Loxp: he did according to all 
35 that his father Uzziah had done. Howbeit the high 
| ou were not removed: the people ſacrificed. and 
urned incenſe till in the high places, He built the 
higher gate of the houſe of the Loo. 
36 Now the reſt of the acts of Jotham, and all that he 
did, [are] they not written in the book of the chroni- 
37 cles of the Lage of Judah? In thoſe days the Loxp 


began to ſend againſt Ju von * the king of Syria, 
and 


= - 
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38 and Pekah the ſon of Remaliah. And Jotham flept 
- with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David his father: and Ahaz his ſon reigned in his 
ſtead. See 2 Chron. xxvii. chapter, and the refleflions there. 


CHAP. XVI. 
Compared with 2 Chromcles xxviii. 


The general character of Ahaz; he is attacked by Rein and 
* and _ to Aſſyria for help ; he adopts their — 
Agro the temple worſhip; and, dying ingloriouſiy, is ſucce 
ed by good Hezekiah. PEE f 
3 F the ſeventeenth year of Pekah the ſon of Rema- 

liah Ahaz the fon of Jotham king of Judah began 

to reign; his hiſtory requires peculiar attention, in order to 
xnderfland the prophecies, eſpecially that of Iſaiah, who 

2 lived at this time, Twenty years old [was] Ahaz when 
de began to reign, and reigned fixteen years in Jeruſa- 

Jem, and did not [that which was] right in the fight of 

the Lozxp his God, like David his father; he was the 
wor king that Fudah ever had, and the more inexeuſable 
| 3 for having had ſo good a father. But he walked in the 
| way of the kings of Iſrael, he was as idolatrous as they, 
| | yea, and made his fon to paſs through the fire, accord- 
| 

' 
| 


ing to the abominations of the heathen, whom the 
4 Lon caft out from before the children of Ifrael.* And 
de ſacrificed and burnt incenſe in the high places, and 


| on the hulls, and under every green tree, not to Fehov 
WM but i idols; or ſome imaginary deities whom they fuppo 
3 5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah fon of Rema- 
L A - Jah king of Ifracl came up to Jeruſalem to war: and 
| It is faid in Chronicles that he burnt his children. The wor- 
- | ſhip of Molech u in Judah now. Whether the children were 
burnt, or only between two fires, it was deſigned as a kind 
— purification or dedication to their god. He was the firſt prince 
Judah who was guilty of ſuch abominable practices, like the 
1 Canaanites. His predeceſſors only tolerated idolatry; but he en- 
EE couraged it, and attended himſelf. | 


1 


P A 1 


they beſieged Ahaz, but could not overcome [him.] 
This was the fir attempt to take and plunger Feruſalem, 


not ſucceed. What follows ſeems to be another expedition, 
6 having divided their forces. At that time Rezin king of 
Syria recovered Elath to Syria and drave the Jews from 
Elath: and the Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there 
7 unto this day.* So Ahaz ſent meſſengers to Tiglath- 
pileſer king of Aſſyria, ſaying, I {ſam} thy ſervant and 
thy ſon, Iwill hold my kingdom by thy favour, and pay 
thee tribute: come up, and ſave me out of the hand of 
the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of 
8 Iſrael, which riſe up againſt me. And Ahaz took the 
filver and gold that was found in the houſe of the Loan, 
and in the treaſures of the king's houſe, and ſent [it 
9 for] a preſent to the king of Aſſyria. And the king of 
Aſſyria hearkened unto him: for the king of Aſſyria 
went up againſt Damaſcus, and took it, and carried 
[the people of] it captive to Kir, and flew Rezin. This 
ſo far ſucceeded, that he made an excurſion in his favonr ; 
took Damaſcus and flew the king, Amos i. 3, 5. and there- 
put an end to the Syrian monarchy.” 
10 And king Ahaz went to Damaſcus, to meet Tiglath- 
pileſer king of Aſſyria, 4% compliment him on tus ſucceſs, 
and do him homage, and ſaw an altar that [was] at 
Damaſcus, «which ftruck his fancy : and king Ahaz ſent 
to Urijah the prieſt the faſhion of the altar, and the 
pattern 
* Phis was a port on the Red fea, which Ahaz's grandfather 
had recovered to Judah; and from whence they went to the la- 
dies for gold. Here 2 Chron, xxviii. 1-21, may be properly 
introduced. 
„It is faid in 2 Chronicles xxviii. 21. that he helped him not; 
his ſending to the king of Aſſyria was a miſchief rather than a 
benefit: for tho” he delivered him from Damaſcus, yet not from 


the Edomites or Philiſtines. He exhauſted his treaſure, deſtroyed 
the Iſraelites, and opened his way to Judah, So that upon the 


Whole he left him worſe than he found him, _—_— as he had 
2, 


loſt Elath, and with it ali the Eaſt India trade, which ſupplied 
them with gold. 

This ſeeming contradiction is illuſtrated by what happened in 
'our own nation. The Britons called in the Saxons to help them 
againſt the Romans; who came, and aſſiſted them for A while, but 
got ſor themſelves the dominion of the country at 
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but was ineſfedtual, Iſaiah vii. 7. God promiſed it ſhould = 
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pattern of it, according to all the workmanſhip there- 
- of; not only of its , but of all its carvings and decora- 
11: tions. And Urijah the prieſt built an altar according to 
all that king Ahaz had ſent from Damaſcus: ſo Urijah 
the prieſt made [it] againſt king Ahaz came from Da- 
maſcus; he weakly and wickedly complied, in dire oppoſition 
12 to the law of God. And when the king was come from 
| Damaſcus, the king ſaw the altar: and the king approach- 
13 ed to the altar and offered thereon. And he burnt his 
. burnt offering and his meat offering, and poured his 
drink offering, and ſprinkled the blood of his peace offer- 
_ ings, upon the altar. He offered e e. appointed by 
' Moſes, but in an irregular manner, and to the wrong objet, 
14 even to the Syrian deities, 2 Chron. xxviii. 23. And he 
brought alſo the brazen altar, which [was] before the 
Lon, from the forefront of the houſe, from between the 
altar and the houſe of the Loxp, and put it on the north 
25 fide of the altar; put it in the place of God's altar, And 
king Ahaz commanded Urijah the prieft, ſaying, 
- Upon the great new altar burn the morning burnt offer- 
ing, and the evening meat offering, and the king's 
burnt ſacrifice, and his meat offering, with the burnt 
offering of all the people of the land, and their meat 
offering, and their drink offerings; and ſprinkle upon 
it all the blood of the burnt offering, and all the blood 
of the ſacrifice, all publick ſacrifices; and the brazen 
altar ſhall be for me to enquire by,] for my own pri- 
16 vate uſe. Thus did Urijah the prieft, according to all 
that king Ahaz commanded. A 
17 And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the baſes, and 
removed the laver from off them; and took down the 
ſea from off the brazen oxen that were] under it, and 
put it upon a pavement of ſtones; intending to aboliſh the 
18 temple worſhip. And the covert © for the ſabbath that they 
had built in the houſe, and the king's entry without, 
turned he from the houſe of the Logo for the king of 
Aſſyria. f | 
3 — 8 — 19 Now 
This was à canopy or cloth of ſtate, which covered the throne 
on which the king ſat on the ſabbath and other publick ſolem- 
5 NMR | „ 
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19 Now the reſt of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are] 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
20 kings of Judah? And Ahaz flept with his fathers, and 


was buried with his fathers in the city of David, but - 


not in the ſepulchre of the kings, becauſe of his idolatry : and 
Hezekiah his ſon reigned in his ſtead, | 


REFLECTION:S.* 


I, EFLECTIONS on our qwn imperfections and 
guilt, ſhould make us candid and merciful to our 
brethren, Oded did not take every advantage of them and 
treat them with ſeverity. 2 Chron. xxvili. g—11, When we 
are tempted to revenge, to continue our enmity, or find 
ourſelves backward to ſubmit for peace“ ſake, or to make 
up differences, let us aſk ourſelves, 1s there not with me, 
even with me, fins againſt the Lord my God? If he was fri 
to mark, or ſevere to puniſh, we could not ftand before him, nor 
 anſever for one fin of a thouſand, His eyes are upon our 
ways; he loveth peace and mercy ; he hath judgment with- 
out mercy for him that ſhoweth no mercy, James ii. 13. | 
2. How fond are men of their own inventions in the wor- 
ſhip. of God. Solomon's altar was a plain, old faſhioned 
one, Ahaz would have ſomething new and fine; he want- 
ed more ſhow and ornament. This is often the cafe in 
chriſtian churches. Chriſt's inſtitutions are plain and ſimple, 
too much ſo for ſupeſtitious men. They muſt add facra- 
ments and rites of their own, and impoſe them upon all 
worſhippers. All innovations are dangerous, even in the 
crcomlantiale of divine worſhip. Adding ornaments fo 
| religious 
- nities, and the way to that throne, which had ſome peculiar 
. ornaments, Theſe he ſent to the king of Aſſyria- Or, as ſome 
interpret it, he defaced the ornaments and ſtopped up this way; 
to ſhew that he would have no further commerce with the tem- 
ple. And all this was done to ingratiate himſelf with the kin 
of Aſſyria. This is that king Alax, that moſt notorious offender, 
hd never did any good, who never proſpered in any attempt, 
who ſhut. up the doors of God's — who cut in pieces the 
veſſels, who built altars in every corner of jeruſalem, and who 


_Tacrificed to the gods of Syria, tho' they could not help the 


; Syrians. themſelves, This proved the ruin of bim and all Iſrael, 
2 Chron, xxviii. 


® Theſe refleQions may alſo be read after 2 Chron, chap, xaviii. 


” 
Es _ — "os 


There was an interregnum of nine years; ſo long there was 
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religious ſervices, is generally ſpoiling them. The nearer 
we keep to the divine pattern the better. 

3. The treachery and cowardice of Urijah the prieſt was 
highly ſcandalous. Lo ingratiate himſelf with the king, he 
makes his altar, offers ſacriſices upon it, and ſubmits to 


thoſe ſubverſions and profanations of the divine appoint- 


ments, contrary to the law of God, and his duty as a prieſt. 


When thoſe who ſhould reprove great men for their fin, 


ake with them, or connive at their irregularity, it is a 
melancholy thing. Let us pray that our miniſters may 
have more zeal and courage to adhere or return to his inſti- 
tutions, whatever princes or great men may command or 
deſire. Once more, | ” 

4. Thoſe who in their diſtreſſes treſpaſs more againſt the 
Lord, are abominably, and, it is to be feared, incurably 
wicked. This is that king Ahaz; his name has a mark of 
infamy upon it. Afflictions are intended to bring men to 
thought, to repentance, and amendment ; but if they are 
made worſe inſtead of better by them, it is a fign of great 
hardneſs of heart, and that they are in the broad way to 
ruin. Let it be our concern to keep our conſciences tender, 
to humble ourſelves under God's hand, and improve our 
afflictions aright; that by the ſorrow of the countenance the 
heart may be made better. | 


— 
—— 


| 


ä 


C HAP. XVII. 
The reign of Hoſhea; the captivity of the ten tribes for their 
ns and the religion which their ſucceſſors in the land ſet up. 


z: IN the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began 
1 Hoſhea the ſon of Elah to reign in Samaria over 


— —— 
*. 


2 Urael nine years. And he did [that which was] evil 


in the fight of the Log, but not as the kings of Ifracl 
that were before him; he wwas not quite ſo bad; far ue 
Jad in the hiſtory of Heazekiah, that he did not hinder the 


3 prople from going to Jeruſalem. Againſt * up 


confuſion after the death of Pekah. 
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Shalmaneſer king of Aſſyria, the ſon. of Tiglath-pileſer; 
and Hoſhea became his ſervant, and gave him preſents, 

4 became tributary-to him. And the king of Aſſyria found 
conſpiracy in Hoſhea, he refuſed paying he tribute: tor 
he had ſent meſſengers to So, or Sabacon, king of E- 
gypt to aft him, and brought no preſent to the king 
of Aſſyria, as [he had done] year by year: therefore 
— king of Aſſyria ſhut him up, and bound him in 

riſon. : 

5 p Then the king of Aſſyria came up throughout all 
the land, and went up to Samaria, and beſieged it three 
years; hie firſt took and deftrayed Moab, to prevent any 
6 diſturbances on that fide, as wwe find Iſaiah. xv. xvi In 
the ninth year of Hoſhea the king of. Aſſyria took 
Samaria, and carried Iſrael away into Aſſyria, and placed 
them in Halah and in Habor [by] the river of Gozan, 
and in the cities of the Medes; but many were ſtill left 
in the land, who were afterwards carried away by. his ſon. 
7 For ( ſo] it was, that the children of Iſrael had ſinned 
againſt the Logp their God, which had brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, 
(is goodneſs in bringing them out of Egypt is mentioned, as 
8 an aggravation f their ingratitude) And walked in the 
ſtatutes of the heathen, hat is, the Canaanites, whom 
the Lon caſt out from before the children of Iſrael, 
and: of the kings of Iſrael, which they had made; this 
9 relates to the calves and their wor/hip. And the children of 
I rael did fecretly [thoſe] things that [were] not right 
againſt the Lok their God; they had ſecret retirements 
40 15 their idolatrous worſbip and wicked. rites; and they 
bduilt them high places in all their cities, from the 
.. tower of the watchmen to the fenced city, from he ſbep- 
©  herd's lodge, where country peaple fecured their flocks and their 
©. grain. There were great multitudes f them, ſcarce à farm 
0 Without an high place for idolatry. And they ſet them up 
N Man. HI. K K images 

We have no particular account” of the baut man 

of the 4 * 2 that the — mo, A el — 
e 


cruelly. ole proph CE... relates to this; and alſo 
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images and groves in every high hill, and under every 
js tree; wooden images, or the idols to which the grove 
- 11 was dedicated: And there they burnt incenſe in all the 
high places, as [did] the heathen whom the Loxp car- 

- ried away before them; and wrought wicked things to 
12 provoke the Loxp to anger: For they ſerved idols, 
- + whereof the Loxp had ſaid unto them, Ye ſhall not do 
this thing; this was another aggravation of their crime, 
that it was contrary to the command of God, eſpecially as 

13 given by a ſucceſſion of prophets. Yet the Lozp teſtified 
againſt Iſrael, and againſt Judah, by all the prophets, 
ſand by] all the ſeers, faying, Turn ye from your 
evil ways, and keep my commandments [and] my 
ſtatutes, according to all the law which I commanded 
your fathers, and which I ſent to you by my ſervants 

14 the prophets. Notwithſtanding they would not hear, 
but hardened their necks, lite a reſty bullock that will not 
bear the yoke, like to the neck of their fathers, that did 

not believe in the Loxp their God; did not believe what 

15 God ſaid by the prophets, but hearkened to decaivers. And 
they rejected his ſtatutes, and his covenant that he 
made with their fathers, and his teſtimonies which he 
teſtiſied againſt them; and they followed vanity, and 
became vain, ſtupid, idle and inſenſible, like them, and 
went after the heathen that [were] round about them, 
[concerning] whom the Loxp had them, that 
16 they ſhould not do like them. And they left-all the 
__ © commandments of the Loxp their God, and made 
them molten images, [even] two calves, and made a 
grove, in which lewd and abominable rites were practiſed, 
and worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, hat ts, the ftars, 
17 and ſerved Baal, hat is, worſhipped the ſun. And they 
_ - cauſed their ſons and their daughters to paſs through 
the fire, and uſed divination and enchantments, and 
- fold themſelves to do evil in the fight of the Lorp, to 
provoke him to anger; they were as inceſſant and induſ- 
 - "Frious, as if they were hired and received wages to do ſuch 
18 wort. Therefore the Loxp was very angry with Iſrael, and 
removed them out of his ſight, from the holy land, which 
was eſpecially under his eye and care: there was none Aan 
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19 but the tribe of Judah only. Alſo Judah kept not the 
commandments of the Loxp their God, but walked in 
the ſtatutes of Iſrael which they made. It was an aggra- 
vation of the fins of Iſrael that they ſet an ill example to 
Judal, and infected them with their idolatry; therefore both 

20 at length were ruined. And the Lox rejected all the ſeed 
of Iſrael, and afflicted them, and delivered them into 
the hand of ſpoilers, until he had caſt them out of 

21 his fight. For he rent Iſrael from the houſe of David; 
and they made Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat king: and 
Jeroboam drave Iſrael from following the Loxp, and 
made them fin a great fin. The foundation of their ruin 

22 was Feroboam's iniquity. For the children of Iſrael 
walked in all the fins of Jeroboam which he did; they 
departed not from them; not one of their kings but follows- 

23 ed the iniquity of Feroboam; Until the Lozp removed 
Iſrael out of his fight, as he had faid by all his ſervants 
the prophets, whoſe threatenings they regarded not. So 
was [Iſrael carried away out of their own land to Aſſyria 
unto this day, and never returned any more. Thus the 
kingdom was deſtroyed, after it had ſubfiſted diſtin} from 
Fudah two hundred and fifty four years. 

24 And the king of Aſſyria brought [men] from Baby- 


lon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Ha- 


math, and from Sepharvaim, and placed 8 in the 
cities of Samaria inſtead of the children of Iſrael: and 
they poſſeſſed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof. 
Theſe were inhabitants of ſome nations which he had con- 
quered, whoſe fidelity he ſuſpected, and therefore made this 
exchange, and put them into the cities where the ten tribes 

25 formerly dwelt. And [ſo] it was at the beginning of 
their dwelling there, [that] they feared not the Loxo ; 
did nt fo much as pretend any reſpett for him as the Hrael- 
ites did: therefore the Logrp ſent lions among them, 
which ſlew [ſome] of them; this ſbowed that it was not 
for want of power that God delivered his people captive. 


26 Wherefore they ſpake to the king of Aſſyria, ſaying, 
| K k 2 | The 


21 appears, by his bringing men from thence, that he was 
now king of Babylon alſo; but they quickly after revolted, and 
ſet-up a king of their own, | 


* 
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The nations which thou haſt removed, and: placed in 
the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the 
God of the land: therefore he hath ſent lions among 
them, and, behold, they ſlay them, becauſe they know 
not the manner of the God of the land. T hey thought Je- 
. » khavah was à topical god, like the gods of their country, whoſe 
27 power extended only ta their own land. Then the king of 
Aſſyria commanded, faying, Carry thither one of the 
pneſts whom ye brought from thence; and let them 
go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner 
29 of the God of the land. Then one of the prieſts 
whom they had carried away from Samaria came and 
dwelt in Beth-el, and taught wat how they ſhould fear 
the Lok. Probably an idolatrous prieſt, by his ſettling 
at Beth-el, «who taught them the idolatrous cuſtoms they 
29 practiſe there. Howbeit every nation made gods of their 
own, and put [them] in the houſes of the high places 
which the Samaritans had made, every nation in their 
cities wherein they dwelt.” They worſhipped their own 
30 country gods, as well as the gods of Hrael. And the men 
of Babylon. made Succoth-benoth, tabernacles of Venus, 
where young people proftituted themſelves in honour of Venus, 
du has her name from hence; and the men of Cuth made 
cy Nergal, wich ſignifies fire, another name for the ſun, 
{ mich was worſhipped under different forms; and the men 
* 31 of Hamath made Aſhima, And the Avites made Nib- 
haz, and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their 
children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the 
gods of Sepharvaim. Theſe are different names for Molech. 
32 So they feared the Lorp, acknowledged Fehovak. to be a 
Cad, and performed ſome outward worſhip to tum, leſt they 
aul be deſtroyed ; and made unto themſelves of the 
loweſt of them prieſts of the high places, which facri- 
33 ficed for them in the houſes of the high places. They 
+» feared the Lozy, and ſerved their own gods, as the I 

_— . --* raekites did, "who worſhipped God and Baal too, after 
1 n manner of the nations whom they carried away from 
34 thence, or, who carried them atmay from thence. Unto 
this day they do after the former manners: they fear 
_ _. not the Lon, neither do they after their r 
s _ aſter 
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after their ordinances, or after the law and command- 
ment which the Loxy commanded the children of 
Jacob, whom he named Iſrael; hey continued the ſame 
praclices, and were not reformed, as the Jeus were at 
Babylon. The luftorian then takes notice again of their diſobe- 

35 dience and ingratitude. With whom the Loxp had made 
a covenant, and charged them, faying, Ye ſhall not fear 


. other gods, nor bow yourſelves to them, nor ſerve 
36 them, nor facrifice to them: But the Loxp, who 


brought you up-out of the land of Egypt with great 
wer and a ſtretched out arm, him ſhall ye fear, and 

him ſhall ye worſhip, and to him ſhall ye do ſacrifice. 

37 And the ſtatutes, and the ordinances, and the law, and 
the commandment, which he wrote for you, ye ſhall 
obſerve todo for evermore ; and ye ſhall not fear other 

38 gods. And the covenant that I have made with you ye 
ſhall not forget; neither ſhall ye fear other gods; his 

39 was the principal thing in the covenant. But the Lonxp 
your God ye ſhall fear; and he ſhall deliver you out of 
the hand of all your enemies. This is repeated, 10 ſhow 
that idolatry was a provoking iin; if they had ſerved the true 


40 God, they might have eſcaped this calamity. Howbeit they 


did not hearken, but they did after their former man- 


41 ner. So theſe nations feared the Lox, and ſerved 


their graven images, both their children, and their 
children's children: as did their fathers, ſo do they 
unto this day.* 

K k 3 REFLECT- 


1 This medley of religion laſted about three hundred years, till 


the "temple was built on mount Gerizim, and the people were 
brought to worſhip the true God. They were afterwards called 


Samaritans, Here their hiſtory concludes, there being no account 


afterwards of what became of them. Some ſay, they were loſt among 


the nations. Many of them no doubt ſettled together, and may 


ſubſiſt to this day, probably among the Tartars. There are many 


4imilar cuſtoms among ſome of the Eaſt Indians. Wherever they 


went, they would carry ſome general knowledge of the true God; 


and as James directed his epiſtle to the twelve tribes, ſome think 
it very probable they will be reſtored at laſt, 
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E E what wretched work fin makes in a nation; 
Theſe people had all the advantages they could 
have deſired from miracles and prophets; had full evi- 
| dence that Jehovah was the ſupreme and only God; had 
great and wonderful deliverances, but all had no effect. 
Tho? there was ſomething peculiar in their circumſtances, 
as God was their temporal king, yet it is an awful leſſon to 
all, that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, ſecures the favour and 
the friendſhip of God, and national proſperity ; but fin is 
a reproach and the ruin of a people. May we of this nation 
take warning in time. Al theſe things happened to them for 
enſamples, and are written for our admonition, on whom the ends 
of the world are come. | 


. 1 CC 
HA. XVIII. 
In Hoſea xi. 12. the Lord ſays, Ephraim c 


ompaſſeth me about 
with lies, and the houſe of Iſrael with deceit, but Fudah yet 
ruleth with God and is faithful with the ſaints. — In the laſt 
chapter we beheld Ifracl in deſolation, which was indeed a 
melancholy ſcene, here we have a more pleaſant one opening 
upon us; we fee Fudah in great proſperity, under @ zealous 
I OW it came to paſs in the third year of Hoſhea 
| N ſon of Elah king of Iſrael, [that] Hezekiah the 
2 ſon of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. Twenty 
and five years old was he when he began to reign; and 
he reigned twenty and nine. years in Jeruſalem. His 
mother's name alſo [was] Abi, the daughter of Zacha- 
3 riah. And he did [that which was] right in the ſight of 
the Lon b, according to all that David his father did; 

he was a genuine ſon of David, a ſecond David in his ay 
4 He 
This was probably that Zachariah who had ſo great influence 


in Uzziah's time to keep him Ready, His pious mother con- 


tributed much to keep Hezekiah pure in the midſt of a very 
corrupt court. | | 


He removed the high places, which none even of the 


good kings of Fudah had zeal and reſolution enough to do, 
and brake the images, and cut down the groves, which 


n. their - fathers had multiplied, and brake in pieces the 
d brazen ſerpent that Moſes. had made, which 2as pre- 
1. ſerved to keep up the memory of that fact: for unto thoſe 
d days the children of Iſrael did burn incenſe to it, as to 4 
. god, or to Jelioval third this medium; and he called it 
3, Nehuſhtan, à mere piece of braſs, which had no divinity in 
0 5 it, no power or ſkill to help them. He truſted in the Lord . 
d God of Iſrael, and nat in any foreign force; ſo that after 


him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, 
nor [any] that were before him, /ince the kingdoms were 

6 divided. For he clave to the Loxo, [and] departed not 
from following him, but kept his commandments, 
which the Loxp commanded Moſes ; he perſevered in it, 
and was not like ſome others who began well, but fell off at 

7 laſt. And the Lon was with him; [and] he proſpered 
whitherſoever he went forth: and he rebelled againft 
the king of Aſſyria, and ſerved him not; he caſt off 
his ſubjeftion to him, which the king of Aſſyria called rebel- 

8 lion, and He ſmote the Philiſtines, who in the time of 
 Ahaz had N on the frontiers of Iſrael, [even] unto 
Gaza, and the borders thereof, from the tower of the 
watchmen to the fenced city. 

9 And it came to paſs in the fourth year of king 
Hezekiah, which [was] the ſeventh year of Hoſhea 
ſon of Elah king of Iſrael, [that] Shalmaneſer king of 

10 Aſſyria came up againſt Samaria, and beſieged it. And 
at the end of three years they took it: [even] in the 

___ fixth year of Hezekiah, that [is] the ninth year of 
11 Hoſhea king of Iſrael, Samaria was taken, And the 
king of Aſſyria did carry away Iſrael unto Aſſyria, and 
put them in Halah and in Habor [by] the river of 
12 Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes: Becauſe they 

obeyed not the voice of the Loxp their God, but 
tranſgreſſed his covenant, [and] all that Moſes the ſer- 
r vant 

1 In 2 Chronicles chap. xxix. throughout, is amore full account 
of Hezekiab, which may be read here. 
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vant of the Loxy commanded, and would not hear 
[them,] nor do [them.] 

13 Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did 
Sennacherib king of Aſſyria come up againſt all the 

14 fenced cities of Judah, and took them, And Hezekiah 
king of Judah fent to the king of Aſſyria to Lachiſh, 
faying, 1 have offended; return from me: that which 

thou putteſt on me will 1 bear.“ And the king of 
Aſſyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three 
hundred talents of filver, and thirty talents of gold; 

15 above two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, And 
Hezekiah had not coin ſufficient, and therefore gave 
[him] all the filver that was found in the houſe of the 
Loxp, and in the treaſures of the king's houſe; he 
thought it was better take theſe things, than ſuffer the city 

16 and lemple to be plundered. At that time did Hezekiah 
cut off [the gold from] the doors of the temple of the 
Loxp, and from] the pillars which Hezekiah king of 
Judah had overlaid, ad gave it to the king of Afſyria, 

17 And the King of Aﬀyria ſent Tartan, and Rabſaris 

and Rab-ſhakeh, 7hree chief captains, from Lachiſh to 
king Hezekiah with a great hoſt againſt Jeruſalem, 9 
frighten them und engage them to ſurrender, And they 
went up and came to Jeruſalem. And when they were 
come up, they came and ſtood by the conduit of the 
uPPer Pool, which [1s] in the highway of the fuller's 

18 field. And when they had called to the king, that is, 
demanded audience of him; Hezekiah, not thinking it ſafe to 
1 an fort three chief officers to hear what they had to 


ay; ang there came out to them Eliakim the ſon of 
Hilkiah, which was] over the houſehold, and Shebna 
the ſcribe, and Joah the ſon of Aſaph the recorder, 
Probably that Aſaph who torote fo many excellent pſalms. 
19 And Rab-ſhakeh, who wwas the chief ſprater, ſaid unto 
5 | them, 
A Sennacberib had taken ſome, of the fenced cities of Judah, 
which ſucceſs probably made Hezekiah ſuſpect he had done wrong 

| 8 the tribute, ſee v. 7. a 
I He was the king's cupbearer, as his name e and by his 
talking of Jehovah, and ſpeaking fo readily in the Jews“ language, 
he ſeems to have been an apoſtate Jew. He made a boaſting . 
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them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, Thus faith the 
great king, the king of Aﬀyria, What confidence [1s] 

20 this wherein thou truſteſt? Thou ſayeſt, (but [they 
are but] vain words,) [I have] counſel and ſtrength for 
the war, Now on whom doſt thou truſt, that thou re- 
belleſt againſt me? This ſhowed the higheſt pride, inſolence, 
and falſehood, conſidering the preſents Hezekiah had ſent him. 
21 Now, behold, thou truſteſt upon the. ſtaff of this 
bruiſed reed, [even] upon Egypt,” on which if a man 

| lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: fo [is] 
Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that truſt on him, like 
one of the reeds on the banks of the Nile; which would not 
only diſappoint him by breaking under him, but the ſplinters 

22 would run into his hand and wound him. But if ye ſay 
unto me, We truſt in the Loxnour God: [is] not that 
he, whoſe high-places and whoſe altars Hezekiah hath 
taken away, and hath ſaid to Judah and Jeruſalem, Ye 
ſhall worſhip before this altar in Jeruſalem ? As to the 
profeſſion of religion and truſt in God, on which he knew 
they chiefly relied, he tells them that Hezekiah had little 
reaſon to truſt in that, confidering how he had deſtroyed his 
altars, high places, and - groves; thus repreſenting the beſt 

23 'a of Hezekiah's life as a vice and wickedneſs. Now there- 
fore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of 
Aſſyria, and I will deliver thee two thouſand horſes, if 
thou be able on thy part to ſet riders upon them; if he 
would \ſtake the price of two thouſand horſes, he would fur- 
niſh them if Hezekiah could find riders for them. Thus repre- 


24 ſenting him as deſtitute of men and arms. How then wilt 


thou turn away the face of one captain of the leaſt of 
my maſter's ſervants, and put thy truſt on Egypt for 
chariots and for horſemen? He here intimates, that if 
with theſe horſes he was able to defeat one of the Aſſyrian 
captains, he would leave him to himſelf and retire to his own 
country. F not, hom much leſs could he ſtand againſt all the 
Aſſyrian army, tho* he had all the cavalry of Egypt by him? 


nay 
the main purpoſe of which was to tell them that reſiſtance would 


be vain, if they truſted to warlike preparations, 

= Probably Hezekiah had made ſome propoſals to the king. of 
Egypt, but was reproved and read by Ifaiah, See the 
. thirtieth and thirty-firſt chapters of /atahs 
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25 nay he adds, Am I now come up without the Lozp 
againſt this place to deſtroy it? The Loxd ſaid to me, 
Go up againft this land, and deftroy it; he urges that 

he had a commiſſion from Jehovah tumſelf to deftroy it. This 
he thought would terrify them more than any thing elſe, and 

26 it ſeems to have had that effect. Then ſaid Eliakim the 
fon of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab- 
ſhakeh, Speak, 1 pray thee, to thy ſervants in the 

Syrian language; for we underſtand it:] and talk not 
with us in the Jews? language in the ears of the people 
that [are] on the wall. The Hebrew plenipotentiaries per- 
ctiving the people frightened by theſe bluſtering words, defire 
him to ſpeak in the Aſſyrian or Chaldee language, which they 

27 wnderſtood. But Rab-ſhakeh ſaid unto them, Hath my 
maſter ſent me to thy maſter, and to thee, to ſpeak 
theſe words? ¶ hath he] not {ſent me] to the men which 
fit on the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and 
drink their own piſs with you? He anſwers in @ very 

manner, that he was not come to treat with them, 
but to let the people know to what extremity he would reduce 
them by a fiege, if they did not ſurrender. 

28 Then Rab-ſhakeh ſtood and cried with a loud voice 
in the Jews“ language, and ſpake, ſay ing, Hear the 
word of the great king, the ang of Aſſyria; inſtead o 
addreſſing to the plenipotentiaries, he raiſes his voice aud 
dreſſes the people on the wall, meanly endeavouring to ſtir 

29 them up to mutiny and diviſion: Thus faith the king, Let 
not Hezekiah deceive you : for he ſhall not be able to 

30 deliver you out of his hand: Neither let Hezekiah 
make you truſt in the Lozp, faying, The Lonp will 
furely deliver us, and this city ſhall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Aſſyria. He repeats again 
the power of his king, and the weakneſs of Hezekiah. 

31 Hearken not unto Hezekiah: for thus faith the king of 
Aſſyria, Make [an agreement] with me by a 2 

and come out to me, and [then] eat ye every man of 
his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink 
ye every one the waters of his ciſtern; he calls them 


to ſurrender upon advantageous conditions, and taſte the 
32 feweets of peace and plenty: Until I come and take you 
away 
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away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and 

wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil- 

olive and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: 

and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he perſuadeth 

you, ſaying, The Logp will deliver us; ke would re- 

move them to a better country than their own; but becauſe 

he thought the chief thing to encourage them to hold out, would 

be confidence in God, he urges the vanity of ſuch enpecta- 

33 tions, and all arguments to perſuade them from that. Hath 

any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his land 

34 out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria? Where [are] 

the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? where [are] the 

ods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? have they de- 

— Samaria out of mine hand? He urges the inability 

of the gods of thoſe nations which his maſter had conquered, to 

35 deliver them, Who ſare] they among all the gods of 

the countries, that have delivered their country out of 

mine hand, that. the Loxp ſhould deliver Jeruſalem 

out of mine hand? He challenges them to ſhow one inſtance 

of a god being able to deliver his country when the king his 

maſter invaded it. A good argument indeed, if Jehovah had 

36 been like them. But the 1 le held their peace, and 

anſwered him not a word: for the king's command- 

ment was, ſaying, Anſwer him not. This was a wiſe and 

pious filence;, they Would gain no advantage by their anſwers, 

37 and only provoke him to utter further blaſphemigs. Then 

came Eliakim the ſon of Hilkiah, which Fs) over 

the houſehold, and Shebna the ſcribe, and Joah the 

ſon of Aſaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with [their] 

clothes rent, and told him the words of Rab-ſhakeh. 

- They returned to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, like mourn- 

ers, on account of Rab-ſhakeh*s rage and blaſphemy, and the 
terrors of the people. 


REFLECT. 


In 1/aiah x. 28. we have an account of the terror the peo- 
ple were ſeized with, This hiſtory illuſtrates all the former part 
of Iſaiah's prophecy. The burden of other nations refers to thoſe 
which the king of Aſyria had conquered, 


_ 
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REFLECTIONS. 


T E hence learn, when we are entering on new 
ſtations of life, that it is of great importance 
to begin well. Hezekiah did fo. In the firſt year, and firſt 
month, tho* Judah was brought low, yet his firſt work was 
to reſtore God's worſhip. He knew this was the way to 
pleaſe him and ſecure his favour; and therefore immedi- 
ately fet about it. When young people ſet out in life, and 
are'entering on new ſcenes of action, they ſhould take God 
with them, and engage heartily in his ſervice. Thoſe who 


begin with God, begin at the right end, and are likely to 


ſucceed. 

2. Great courage and reſolution are neceſſary for thoſe 
who would reform mankind. Notice is taken of Hezekiah's 
zeal and reſolution, and his truſting in the Lord. They have 
need of great courage when the times are degenerate, when 
religion is at a low ebb, and corruptions are general. But 
if they truſt in the Lord, and cleave to him, they may ex- 


pect ſucceſs, and often meet with leſs difficulty than they 
expected, as in Hezekiah's caſe. That may be done ſud- 
denly, which we deſpaired of doing at all. This ſhould en- 


gage us reſolutely to appear and act for God, and put our 
truſt in him alone. 

3. Alboccafions for ſuperſtition and idolatry, and things 
that have been abuſed to that purpoſe, ſhould be taken 
away, as Hezekiah did the brazen ſerpent. The reformers 
made great uſe of this inſtance ; inſiſting that it was neceſ- 
fary to deſtroy images and crucifixes, which had been 
abuſed in the times of popery ; and even to aboliſh thoſe 


ceremonies, which, tho* not in themſelves ſinful, had yet 


been ſhamefully uſed to bad purpoſes. Many others with 


great juſtice have urged the ſame objection againſt retaining 


the ſign of the croſs in baptiſm, which had been abuſed by 
ſuperſtition; and kneeling at the Lord's ſupper, which had 
been an act of idolatry in adoring a piece of bread. It 


would have been better if theſe things had been quite re- 


moved or left indifferent, 
4- It becomes the greateſt and beſt e 
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hand and juſtice of God in national afflictions. Wherefore the 
wrath of the Lord was upon Fudah and Jeruſalem, and he hath 
delivered them to trouble, to aſtoniſhment, and to hiſſing, as ye 
ſee with your eyes. For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the 
fword, and our ſons and our daughters and our wives are in 
captivity for this, 2 Chron. XXix. 8, 9. They were not to lay 
the blame on the Iſraelites, the Aſſyrians, or the Philiſtines, 
but on their own fins. God was righteous in all that befel 
them. A ſenſe of this will promote humulity and zeal in 
reformation. 

5. When there has been a deep degeneracy in the 
church, the renewal of a ſolemn covenant may be of great 
ſervice. This was common in the Old Teſtament. In the 
time of Jehoiada, and of Hezekiah here; and Nehemiah 
afterwards. This affects the mind greatly, prevents it 
growing worſe, or being diſcouraged by little difficulties ; 
when we have ſworn, we ſhall be likely to perform it. 

6. In all our endeavours to ſanctify ourſelves, the word 
of God ſhould be regarded as our rule. They ſanctified 
themſelves by the word or commandment of the Lord. His 
word is very pure, and ſhows us what things defile us, and 
what are our ornament and defence. To this let us adhere, 
if we deſire to be holy and unblameable in his fight. Let 
us truſt to no external rites; for the blood of Chriſt, and 
the influences of the ſpirit, can alone purify the heart, and 
cleanſe us from all fin. 

7. We have great reaſon to rejoice when a ſpirit of re- 
formation and devotion are abroad; eſpecially where we 
have been in any way inſtrumental to promote it. Heze- 
kiah rejoiced to ſee his exhortation regarded, and this good 
work going on. Let us rejoice when magiſtrates and miniſ- 
ters do their part; when abounding iniquity is ſuppreſſed ; 
and decayed piety and charity revived. 

8. The hand and grace of God are to be owned in pre- 
paring the way for it. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the peo- 
Ple, that God had prepared the people, 2 Chron. xxix. 36. When 
men ſpeed or are intent and reſolute in a good work, it is 
the Lord's doing. When church work goes on vigorouſly, 
and reformation ſpreads, let him have the praiſe, who 


worketh in men both to will and to do according to his own good 


Pleaſure. CHAP. 
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YN CHAP. XIX. 
We have here Hezekial's meſſage to Iſaiah, and the anſiver ; 


a VL 


Sennacherib*s blaſphemous letter; Hezekiah's humble prayer; 

Jaial's comfortable prophecy in his favour; and the wonder- 
LEES ful accompliſhment of it. 

I N'D it came to paſs when king Hezekiah heard 

A [it,] that is, the words of Rab-ſhakeh, in the laſt 

chapter, that he rent his clothes, and covered himſelf 

with ſackcloth, and went into the houſe of the Logo, 

2 with great humiliation and ſorrow. And he ſent Eliakim, 

which [was] over the houſehold, and Shebna the ſcribe, 

and the elders of the prieſts, covered with ſackcloth, in 

' the ſame habits of mourning with himſelf, to Iſaiah the pro- 

3 phet the ſon of Amoz. And they ſaid unto him, Thus 

faith Hezekiah, This day [is] a day of trouble, and of 

rebuke, and blaſphemy; God hath teſtified his diſpleaſure 

. againſt us, and ſuffered the enemy to blaſpheme: for the 

dren are come to the birth, and [there is] not 

ſtrength to bring forth; their ſtrength was quite gone, in 

4 4 critical moment, when they wanted it moſt. It may be 

= the Lon thy God will hear all the words of Rab-ſha- 

keh, whom the king of Aſſyria his maſter hath ſent to 


— — — — — ——— ́8ṽ— — ß I —— 


reproach the living God; and will reprove the words 
which the Lorp thy God hath heard; will /o take notice 
of them as to puniſh them: the late deſolation of the ten 
| tribes had filled them with great terror: wherefore lift up 
| - [thy] prayer for the remnant that are left; for Fudah, 
| that they might not be carried away captive, like Iſrael. 
5 So the ſervants of king Hezekiah came to Iſaiah, and 

| delivered their meſſage. | 
5 6 And Ifaiah ſaid unto them, Thus ſhall ye ſay to your 
\ 0 maſter, Thus faith the Lon, Be not afraid of the 


words which thou haſt heard, with which the ſervants 
7 of the king of Aſſyria have blaſphemed me. Behold, 1 
will ſend a blaſt upon him, ſome ſudden deftrutiion, and 
'l hee ſhall hear a rumour of ſome other enemies, and ſhall 
0 return to his own land in a fright ; and ] will cauſe him 
| to fall by the ſword in his own land, 2 bo 
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So Rab-ſhakeh returned 10 give the king an account of 
 ewhat had been done, and left the other captains to blotk up 
the city; and he found the king of Aſſyria warring 
againſt Libnah : for he had heard that he was departed 
9 from Lachiſh, being unable to take it. And when he 
heard ſay of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is 
come out to fight againit thee: he ſent meſſengers 
10 again unto Hezekiah,* ſaying, Thus ſhall ye ſpeak to 
Hezekiah king of Judah, ſaying, Let not thy God in 
whom thou truſteſt deceive thee, ſaying, Jeruſalem 
ſhall not be delivered into the hand of the king of 
11 Aﬀyria, Behold, thou haſt heard what the kings of 
Aſſyria have done to all lands, by deſtroying them 
12 utterly : and ſhalt thou be delivered-? Have the gods 
of the nations delivered them which my fathers have 
deftroyed; [as] Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and 
13 the children of Eden which [were] in Thelaſar? Where 
[is] the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and 
the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and 
Ivah ? | 
14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
meſſengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into 
the houſe of the Lok, and ſpread it before the Loxp; 
he read it, and inſtead of writing a provoking anſwer, he 
(as it were) ſent it to the King of kings; by earneſt prayer 
acknowledging God's univerſal providence, and referring him- 
„ The learned are much divided about the event here referred 
to. The caſe ſeems to be as Patbzabx has ſtated it. Sennacherib 
upon receiving Hezekiah's preſents, went down. towards Egypt 
and took Aſhdod, (Ia. xx. 1.) deſtroyed No Amon in Egypt, of 
which we have an account in Nakum ili. and beſieged Peluſium, 
another city. Tirhakah v. 9, came to its relief; which forced him 
to raiſe the fiege, but Sennacherib attacked him and beat him. 
In J. xviii. xix. we read of the judgments of God upon Egypt 
and the Ethiopians. Now when Sennacherib heard ſay Cv. 9) that 
Tirhakah was coming again, he was defirous to terrify Hezekiah to 
ſurrender, that he might the better deal with the king of Ethio- 
pia afterwards, He therefore ſends him a blaſphemous letter, much 
the ſame with Rab-ſhakeh's ſpeech before. He had heard that 
Hezekiah truſted in the Lord, and had ſome promiſe of deliverance. 
This he ridicules, repreſenting Jehovah to be only a local deity; 


and truſting in his former conqueſts, he ſays, Ler not thy God, 
in whom . truſteſt, &c. v. 1013. ; 
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15 ſelf to the divine determination. And Hezekiah prayed 


before the Loro, and faid, O Lory God of Iſrael, 
which dwelleſt [between] the cherubims, thou art the 
God, [even] thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 


16 earth; thou haſt made heaven and earth. Lon, bow 


down thine ear, and hear: open, Lox, thine eyes, and 
ſee; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath ſent 

+ him to reproach the living God; behold, here it is; ſee, 
and read his blaſphemy under his o“ hand; deliberate bla/. 
Phemy againſt thee the living God, and not an haſty, paſſion- 

17 ate word. Of a truth, Logp, the kings of Aſſyria 


18 have deſtroyed the nations and their lands, And have 


caſt their gods into the fire; in this they pretend to no 
more than they have done, they have prevailed over other 
gods : for they [were] no gods, but the work of men's 
hands, wood and ſtone : therefore they have deſtroyed 

19 them. Now therefore, O Loxp our God, I beſeech 

thee, ſave thou us out of his hand, that all the king- 
doms of the earth. may know that thou [art] the Lon 
God, [even] thou only; diſtinguiſh thyſelf from idols, and 
- . ſow that thou art the only living and true God. 

20 Then Iſaiah the ſon of Amoz ſent to Hezekiah, 7h: 
meſſengers probably came while he was praying in the temple, 
ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp God of Iſrael, [That] 
which thou haſt prayed to me againſt Sennacherib king 

21 of Aſſyria I have heard. This [is] the word that the 
Lorp hath ſpoken concerning him, he elegantly addreſſes 
himſelf to the king of Aſſyria;, the virgin the daughter of 
Zion, that is, the upper part of the city, which was called 
Zion, hath deſpiſed thee, [and] laughed thee to ſcorn, 

the daughter of Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her head at thee; 
the lower part, called Jeruſalem, laughed aud ſhook their 
head. This is a prophetical repreſentation of what would as 

22 certainly be, as if it were already paſt. Whom haſt thou re- 
proached and blaſphemed ? and againſt whom haſt thou 
exalted [thy] voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? 
[even] againſt the Holy [One] of Iſrael; gan his 


23 infinite excellency, «who has a peculiar regard to Iſrael, By 
thy ge wi thou haft reproached the Loxp, and 

ith the multitude of my chariots I am come 

. up 


haſt ſaid, 
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up to the height of the mourffains, to the ſides of 


Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, 
[and] the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into 

the lodgings of his borders, [and into] the foreſt of his 
24 Carmel. I have digged and drunk ftrange waters, / . 
can have food and water where the enemy. thought I. ſhould 
have none; perhaps this was intended as @ banter on 
Hezekiah's flopping up the fountains ; and with the ſole of 
my feet have I dried up all the rivers of beſieged places, 

or, as ſome render it, I have dried up the rivers of Egypt, 
taken their fortreſſes as eaſily as if their rivers were aried 
up, Iſa. xix. 6. Then follow the words of God in anſwer to 

25 all this empty boaſt. Haſt thou not heard long ago 
[how] 1 have done it, [and] of antient times that I 
have formed it? now have I brought it to paſs, that 
thou ſhouldſt be to lay waſte fenced ties into] ruin- 
ous heaps; what is this to what I have done who have 
dried up the ſea? nor couldſt thou have done what thou haſt 
26 but by my power and help: I delivered them to thee ; There- 
fore their inhabitants were of ſmall power, they were 
diſmayed and confounded ; they were [as] the graſs of 
the field, and ¶ as] the green herb, [as] the graſs on 
the houſe tops, and [as corn] blaſted before it be grown 
up; thou haſt only been an inſtrument in my hand, the rod 

27 of mine anger, Iſa. x. 5. But I know thy abode, and 
thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage againſt 

28 me, and all thy contrivances againſt my people. Becauſe 
thy rage againſt me and thy tumult is come up into 
mine ears, the voice of thy threatenings and thine armies, 
therefore J will put my hook in thy noſe, and my 
bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way 

by which thou cameſt, as eaſily as a man turns and pulls 
out a fiſh that hangs on his hook, or a rider turns his horſe's 

29 Head with a bridle. And this [ſhall be] a ſign unto thee, 
not a fign of their enſuing deliverance, for that- came imme 
diately; but a fign of God's care of his people, and his 
Sour il. LI | - _ favour 

P This is an admirable deſcription of 4 boaſting king, puffed 


up with his ſucceſſes. To what place cannot I force my way and 


make an entire conqueſt of the country, of the mountains, the 
cities, the woods, and the fields, and drive my triumphant chariot + 
over them all! | | a 
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favour towards them, Ye ſhall eat this year ſuch things 
as grow of themſelves, and in the ſecond year that which 
ſpringeth of the ſame; and in the third year ſow ye, and 
reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof, 
Mien Sennacherib <vas gone, they were afraid of famine; 
tus army having eaten up or trodden down the corn: but 

there was enough for this year and the next, which was the 
ſabbatical year, and the third they ſhould go on with their 
uſual huſhandry, and proſper. And the remnant that is 
eſcaped of the houſe of Judah ſhall yet again take root 
downward, and bear fruit upward z the inhabitants ſhall 
have a firm Poſſeſſion of the country, and —_— and multi- 
pc in it. For out of Jeruſalem ſhall go forth a rem- 
nant, and they that eſcape out of mount Zion; thoſe 
that are ſout up in the ſiege ſhall ge forth: the zeal of the 
Lord [of hgſts] ſhall do this; zeal for his honour and 
his people? Therefore thus faith the Logp concernin 
the king of Aflyria, whom you at preſent fear, He ſhall 
not come into this city, not make one attack upon it, nar 
ſhoot an arrow there, nor come before it with ſhield, 
nor caſt a bank againſt it. By the way that he came, 
by the ſame ſhall he return, and ſhall not come into 
this city, faith the Lorp, For I will defend this city, to 
fave it, for mine own ſake, and for my ſervant David's 
lake; for the ſake of my power and mercy, and relation W 
this people, and eſpecially to David, whoſe piety I remember, 
and to whom I have promiſed a ſucceſſor. 

35 And it came to paſs that night in which the promiſe 
was made, that the angelyof the Loxp went out, and 
ſmote in the camp of the Aſſyrians an hundred four- 
{core and five thouſand; he deſtroyed all the army that was 
encamped about Feruſalem, probably by a peſtilential wind 
under the direction of an angel: theſe were common in this 
country; and, as travellers inform us, ſometimes deſtroy 4 
whole caravan at once: it is called in v. 7. a blaſt: and when 

they aroſe early in the morning, behold, they [were] 

36 all dead corpſes.* So Sennacherib king of Aſſyria de- 
parted, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh, 
full of ſhame and confuſion and diſtraction of thought; and 

| iO 


4 P/alm Ixxvi. was compoſed on this occaſion, 
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37 in revenge he deftroyed many of the Fews there. And he 
became ſo hateful to his people and family, that it eame to 
aſs, as he was worſhipping in the houſe of Nifroch 
his god, that Adramme-lech and Sharezer his ſons 
ſmote him with the ſword : and they eſcaped into the 
land of Armenia. And Eſarhaddon his ſon reigned 

in his ſtead, FR | 
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i. JYRAYER is the beſt refuge of good men in every 

time of difficulty and opprefliag: Hezekiah pray- 
ed himſelf, and ſent to Iſaiah to pray 5 him and for the 
people. Their enemies endeavour to frighten them from 
it, as Rab-ſhakeh did Hezekiah, ſaying, Where is your God? 
But here is the firſt and laſt reſort of good men; when 
heavy afflictions come upon them, when the intereſt of re- 
ligion is at the loweſt ebb, when difficulties infurmountable 
come, then is the time for prayer. In the mount of danger 
the Lord is ſeen. It is a comfort that they can ſpread their 
caſes before the Lord, and that he takes notice of them 
that he will hear their prayer and ſend an anſwer of peace. 

2, It always becomes us in prayer to regard the honour 
of God, and to fetch our pleas from thence, Adore him, 
with Hezekiah, as the God of Iſrael; as the God of the king- 
doms of the earth; the ſupreme, univerſal, everlaſting Ning; we 
ſhould. maintain a regard to his glory, that the nations may 
know and ſerve him. A principle of religion is improved by 

prayer, eſpecially that his name may be glorified. This ſhould 
e our daily prayer, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come. 

3. God, who takes notice of the boaſts of proud men, 
can eaſily humble them. When men, like Sennacherib, 
exalt their voice, and lift up their haughty eyes on high, he ſees 
and obſerves it. All boaſtings are reſſections upon God 
and his providence, to whom we owe every thing. It is 
wrong to talk proudly; but, as Mr. HxRV obſerves 
upon this ſtory, it is worſe to-write proud and angry letters; 
for that ſhows deliberation and deſign ; and theſe continue 
long, and do more miſchief.” Every one that is proud in 
heart, however he may ſhow it, is an abomination to the Lord. 
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4. It is a great ſatisfaction to the church and people of 
God, to think that he has the greateſt and proudeſt of 
their enemies under his controul. He has his eye upon 
them, knows their abode, their going out and coming in, 
their rage againſt his people. He knows-all their plots and 
contrivances ; he has his hand upon them; his haok is in 
their noſe, and his bridle in their mouth; they are doing his 
work, and act by his power. He ſees and knows all their 
inſolence and rage; and, as the pſalmiſt obſerves concerning 
this ſtory, Pſalm Ixxvi. 10. The wrath of man ſhall praiſe him, 
and the remaind# of wrath ſhall he refrain. 
5. What a great; powerful, and terrible God is Jehovah ! 
At his rebuke, the pſalmiſt obſerves, he chariots and horſes 
are caſt into a deep, ſleep; none of the men of might have found 
their hands. The greateſt numbers cannot ſtand before him; 
one of his mighty angels deſtroyed this numerous hoſt, 
Where is the great king, the king of AMhria, now? Thou, ſays 
the pſalmiſt, even thou, art to be feared. Not the greateſt 
king, but thou alone; and who may ſtand in thy fight when 
once thou art angry? The general leſſon from the whole is, 
O love the Lord, all ye his ſaints; for the Lord preſerveth the 
faithful, but plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. (See the 
ſeventy fixth Pſalm.) | 
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» Hezekiah*s fickneſs, and his recovery upon earneſt prayer; a 
melancholy inſtance of his vanity, for which he is reproved; 
and has proſperity and death. | | 

1 N thoſe days, while Sennacherib was encamped againſ} 7 
Jeruſalem, and in the fourteenth year of his reign, was 3s 

ezekiah fick unto death, fick of a mortal diſeaſe. And | 

the prophet Ifaiah the ſon of Amoz came to him, and 

faid unto him, Thus faith the Loxp, Set thine houſe 

2 in order; for thou ſhalt die, and not live. Then he 
turned his face to the wall for privacy, and prayed unto 

3 the Lon, ſaying, I beſeech thee, O Lox, reniem- 
ber now how I have walked before thee itt truth _ 
with. 
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with a perfect heart, and have done [that which is] 
good in thy fight. And Hezekiah wept fore, becauſe 
the reformation was not completed, the tity was in great 
4 danger, and he had no ſon to ſucceed him, And it came 
| to paſs, afore Iſaiah was gone out into the middle 
court, that the word of the Loxp came to him, ſaying, 
5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my peo- 
ple, that out of regard to them his liſe is ſpared, Thus 
faith the Lonb, the God of David thy father, I have 
heard thy prayer, I have ſeen thy tears: behold, I will 
heal thee : on the third day thou ſhalt go up unto the 


6 houſe of the Logo, and return thanks for the cure. And 1 


will add unto thy days fifteen years, longer than on account 
of this diſeaſe he could expe to live; and 1 will deliver thee 
and this city out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria; 
and 1 will defend this city for mine own ſake, and for 
7 my ſervant David's fake. And Ifaiah faid, Take a 
lump of figs. And they took and laid [it] on the boil 
8 and he recovered.” And Hezekiah ſaid unto Ifaiah, 
What {ſhall be] the ſign that the Lorp- will heal me, 
and that I ſhall go up into the houſe of the Loxp the 
third day; the meſſage ſeemed contradictory to the former; 
he therefore aſks a ſigu, probably remembering that his father 


9 was reproved for refuſing one. And Ifaiah faid, This 


ſign ſhalt thou have of the Lorp, that the Lorp will 
do the thing that he hath ſpoken : ſhall the ſhadow go 
forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? He leaves 


10 him to chooſe. And Hezekiah anſwered, It is a light 


thing tor the ſhadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but 

let the ſhadow return backward ten degrees; which 

Hezekiah thought more ſupernatural and extraordinary. 

11 And Iſaiah the prophet cried unto the Loxp : and he 

brought the ſhadow ten degrees backward, by which it 
had gone down in the dial of Ahaz.' 

L13 12 At 


His diſorder was probably a quinſey, or impoſthume in his 


throat. The figs might have a natural tendency to tipen it; but 
could not ſucceed in ſo dangerous a caſe without a miraculous 
interpolition, * * 

There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe the whole courſe of the hea- 
vens retired back upon this occaßon; only the beams of the ſun 


were 


8 
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12 At that time Berodach · baladan, the ſon of Baladan, 


king of Babylon, ſent letters and a preſent unto Heze- 
kiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had been ſick. 
13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and ſhowed them 
all the houſe of his precious things, the ſilver, and the 
gold, and the ſpices, and the precious ointment, and 
[all] the houſe of his armour, and all that was found 

in his treaſures : there was nothing in his houſe, nor in 
all his dominion that Hezekiah ſhowed them not. This 
is aſcribed in 2 Chron. xxxii. 25, 26. to pride, and having 
his heart lifted up. He ſhowed them theſe things to make 
them put a greater value on the alliance. He did not ſhow 
them the temple, the book of the law, and their worſpip, 
nor introduce them to Iſaiah, the greateſt treaſure in all his 
dominions ; but chiefly the treaſures which were the plunder 
of the Aſprians. * 

14 Then came Iſaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, 
and in the name of God calls him to account for it, and ſaid 
unto him, What ſaid theſe men? and from whence 
came they unto thee? And Hezekiah ſaid, They are 
come from a far country, [even] from Babylon. 75 
mentions this to ſhow the great honour they had done him. 

I 5 And he faid, What have they ſeen in thine houſe ? And 
Hezekiah anſwered, All [the things] that [are] in mine 
houſe have they ſeen: there is nothing among my 

16 treaſures that I have not ſhowed them. And Ifaiah _ 
faid unto , Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lox. 

17 Behold, the days come, that all that [is] in thine houſe, 

and that which thy fathers have laid up in ſtore unto 
this day, ſhall be carried into Babylon : nothing ſhall 

be 


were inflefted, or bent back; which might be done in an inſtant, 
and kept ſo for ſome conſiderable time. We do not read of any 
ſun dial fo antient as this. The original is, en the degrees er fleps 
Alas; a flight of ſteps that Jed to the palace, near to which 
there was ſome pyramid or obeliſk, which _ caſt ſuch a ſhadow 
on the fleps, as to meaſure the time. It ſeems to have been a 


ſort of natural dial, which moſt people by obſervation make for 
themſelves. 


t The king of e. had been tributary to the Aﬀyrians ; 


but now becoming independent, he had a mind to form an alliance 


with Hezekiah ; and therefore ſends to compliment him on his re- 
cevery, and to ſcrm a league between them. | 
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18 be left, ſaith the Loxd.. And of thy ſons that ſhall 
iſſue from thee, which thou ſhalt beget, ſhall they take 
away; and they ſhall be eunuchs in the palace of the 
19 king of Babylon.“ Then faid Hezekiah unto Iſaiah, 
Good ſ ĩs] the word of the Logp which thou haſt ſpoken. 
And he ſaid, [ls it] not good, ] if peace and truth be 
in my days? Hezektah humbly acknowledges the juſtice of 
the threatening, and that there was much mercy mingled with 

it, in that the evil was deferred." 

20 And the reſt of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his 
might, and how he made a pool and a conduit, and 
brought water into the city, [are] they not written in 

21 the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And 
Hezekiah flept with his fathers: and Manaſſeh his ſon 
reigned in his ſtead, - | | 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. HIS chapter ſuggeſts many uſeful hints to ſick 

people, and to thoſe who are viſited with other 

af! ictions; to ſet their houſes in order, to make their wills, 

and fettle other affairs; but eſpecially to ſet their ſouls in 
order Let them learn to pray to God; this is the way to 


kae the evil removed, or to be made fit for death. Let 
them learn alſo to uſe thoſe means which providence affords; 


otherwiſe they tempt God, and do not truſt him. When 
recovered they ſhould return publick thanks; and love the 
houte of God better. The moſt grievous circumſtance in 
affliction is keeping us from it. We ſhould own the good- 
ngis of God in moderating or deferring evil; and with and 
piay for publick peace and truth, whatever perſonal or re- 
lative affil ions we meet with. See Hezekiah's thankſgiv- 
ing, {/aich xxxviii. and learn to imitate it. | 
LI14 2. At 
This was a very mortifying meſſage. But God was diſpleaſed 
that he ſhould diſtruſt his protection, and enter into an alliance 
with an heathen, of which the prophet Micah had warned him. 
Mica iv. g, 10.) Babylon was now a very inconſiderable nation, 
and the event ſeemed unlikely; but it afterwards happened, and 
Daniel .and other youths of the royal blood were taken there. 
dee a more particular account of this, and Hezekiah's proſ 
perity and death, in 2 Chron. xxxii, 24, to the end, 


+ 
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2. At fickneſs and death it is happy to be able to appeal 
to God, as Hezekiah diu. The teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience encourages our prayers and hopes, either that God 
wiil remove our complaints, or overrule them for our 
good, or that he will receive us to a better world. If we 
deſire it, herein let us exerciſe ourſelves daily. 

3. We ſee that pride and vanity. are fins which eaſily 
beſet the beſt of men. God obſerves this and 1s difpleaſed 
at it. We are always in danger of it. Who would have 
thought this ſhould be the caſe in Hezekiah; that his heart 
would have been lifted up? Good men know too little of 
themſelves. God is righteous and kind in ſending afflictions 
to try us, that we may know what is in our hearts, and 
cure what is amiſs there. Let us then pray, that God 
would hide pride from us, and keep us humble; and that the 


fruit of every affution may be to gte away fin, eſpecially this 
by - , 


ſin. 


4. How unbecoming, baſe, and ungrateful is it, not to 


render to the Lord according to benefits received! Heze- 


kiah did not do ſo. It is a pity ſuch a mark of infamy 
ſhould reſt on a name, in other reſpects ſo honourable. 
This is the character of us all in ſome degree; and we have 
reaſon to be humble for our ingratitude. Let all, eſpecially 
thoſe whoHhave been recovered from ſick neſs, or been de- 


livered from other afflictions, enquire, . What ſhall we render 


unto the Lord for all his benefits? When he delivers our eyes 


From tears, and our feet from falling; let it be our firm reſo- 


lution, our diligent endeavour, and earneſt prayer, that we 
may walk before the Lord in truth, and with a perfett heart, 
and do that which is good in bys fight. 


78 


3 CH AP. XXI. 
In this chapter is a melancholy change from Hezchiah's reforma- 
tion, in the wickeaneſs and corruption of the people by Mana ſſel 
ond Aman. 8 
I T ANASSEH [was] twelve years old when he 
began to reign, and reigned fifty and five years 
in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Hephzi- 
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2 bah. And he did [that which was] evil in the ſight of 
the Lond, after the abominations of the heathen, whom 
the Lon caſt out betore the children of Iſrael. Being 
very young, the gramdtes of the kingdom were his guardians ; 
and not being pleaſed with Hezekiah's reformation, they ſet 
3 themſelves by their influence with Manaſſeh to undo it; For 

he built up again the high places which Hezekiah his 
father had deſtroyed; and he reared up altars for Baal, 
and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Ifrael; and 
worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, and ſerved them. 
4 And he built altars in the houſe of the Logp, in tlie 
ſanuary itſelf, of which the Lokp ſaid, In Jeruſalem 
5 will I put my name. And he built altars for all the hoſt 
of heaven in the two-courts of the houſe of the Lok, 
ſo that the pious Iſraelites could not attend the temple without 
defiling themſelves withidolatry. He did all in his power to 

6 make the remembrance of the God of Iſrael to ceaſe. And 
he made his fon paſs through the fire 10 Molech, and 
obſerved times, and uſed enchantments, and dealt with 
familiar ſpirits and wizards, and thus ſtudied to find out 
what God had forbidden in the law, that he might prafiiſe 

: he wrought much wickedneſs in «the fight of the 
7 Lox, to provoke [him] to anger. And he ſet a 

graven image of the grove that he had made in the 
— of which the Lorp faid to David, and to Solo- 
mon his ſon, In this houſe, and in Jeruſalem, which 
I have choſen out of all tribes of Iſrael, will I put 
my name for ever; he ſet up afilthy idol; which was wor- 
ſhipped with the moſt btaſily ceremonies, even in the moſt 
holy place; and even the ant wwas talen out to make room 
8 for it, which Fofiah aftertvards reſtored to its place. Nei- 
ther will I make the feet of Iſrael move any more out 
of the land which I gave their fathers; only if they will 
obſerve to do according to all that I have commanded 
them, and according to all the law that my ſervant 
Moſes commanded them. Al! this wickedneſs of the kin 
and his people was aggravated"by theſe declarations of G 
and the warning he gave tem; wwhich, had they regarded it, 
g would have been happy for them. But they hearkened 
not: and Manaſſeh ſeduced them to do more evil than 
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did the nations whom the Loxp deſtroyed before the 

children of Iſrael; Manaſſe was worſe than any king 7 

. Judah before, and the people more groſsly corrupted; accord. 

angly, in ſeveral places, but eſpecially in Fer. xv. 4. the fin 

of Manaſſeh is ſpecified as the chief cauſe that brought the 
calamities upon them. e x 

10 And the Lord ſpake by his ſervants the prophets, 

aiah, Joel, Nahum, and Habakkuk, who all lived about 

11 this time, ſaying, Becauſe Manaſſeh king of Judah hath 

done theſe abominations, [and] hath done wickedly 

above all that the Amorites did, which [were] before 

him, and hath made Judah alſo to ſin with his idols: 

12 Therefore thus faith the Logp God of Iſrael, Behold, 

I [am] bringing, hat is, I will ſurely and ſpeedily bring, 

[ſuch] evil upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that whoſoever 

heareth of it, both his ears ſhall tingle, it hall fill every 

13 one with terror and horror. And I will ſtretch over 

Jeruſalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the 

houfe of Ahab; Feruſalem ſhall have the fame calamity 

which I brought upon Samaria, and the royal family of Fudah 

as Ahab : the metaphor is taken from a maſon, culio meaſures 

i* with a line what is to be left landing, and what is l be 

- *deftroyed: ad 1 will wipe Jeruſalem as [a man] wipeth 

a Giſh, wiping [it,] and turning [it] upſide down; 7 

will turn every thing upſide down; empty Jeruſalem of its 

inhabitants ;, and its filthineſs ſhall be wiped away by its de- 

24 ffruftion, And I will forſake the remnant of mine in- 

heritance, and deliver them into the hand of their 

enemies; and ey ſhall become a prey and a ſpoil to 

15 all their enemies. Becauſe they have done [that which 

was] evil in my fight, and have provoked me to anger, 

fince the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, 

16 even unto this day. Moreover Manaſſeh ſhed innocent 

blood very much, till he had filled Jeruſalem from one 

end to another; beſides his fin wherewith he made 

Iludah to ſin, in doing [that which was] evil in the fight 
of the Lond. EEE 


17 Now 


z It was an additional reaſon for his puniſhment, * = F he 
I not com 1 8 


ſecuted and deſtroyed thoſe who woul 


& 
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1 Now the reſt of the acts of Manaſſeh and all that 
he did, and his fin that he ſinned, [are] they not writ- 
ten in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

18 And Manaſſeh ſlept with his#athers, and was buried in 
the garden of his own houſe, in the garden of Uzza: 
and Amon his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

19 Amon [was] twenty and two years old when he 

began to reign, and hę reigned two years in Jeruſalem. 
And his mother's fame [was] Meſhullemeth, the 

20 daughter of Harux of Jotbah. And he did {that which 

was] evil in the fight of the Lonp, as his father 

21 Manaſſeh did. And he walked in all the way that his 
father walked in, and ſerved the idols that his father 

22 ſerved, and worſhipped them: And he forſook the 
Loxp God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of 

23 the Loxp. And the ſervants of Amon conſpired againſt 

24 him, and flew the king in his own houſe. And the peo- 

le of the land flew all them that had conſpired againſt 
ing Amon; and the people of the land made Jofiah 

25 his ſon king in his ſtead. Now the reſt of the acts of 
Amon which he did, [are] they not written in the book 

26 of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And he was 
buried in his ſepulchre in the garden of Uzza wand 


Joſiah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


—— 


2 — 


C HAP. XXII. | 
Tofiah,” following the religion of David, does — which was 
. right before God; he takes care to repair the temple; Hilkiak 
the high prieſt finds the book of the law, ſuppoſed to be that 
written by Moſes himſelf; the king hearing it read, is greatly 
| 4 alarmed 


idolatry ; perſons of the beſt character, and moſt zealous for 
God's ſervice. He enforced his idolatrous ſtatutes by penal laws, 
and put thoſe to death who would not comply with them. Among 
others, it is ſuppoſed that at this time Iſaiah was ſawn aſunder, 
and the chief men concurred in all this. An inſtance of horrible 
wickedneſs, which, it is afterwards ſaid, the Lord would not par- 
don, ch. xxiv. 4. We have no further account of Manaſſeh in this 
book of Kings; but in 2 Chron. xxxiii.. 11-20. we ſhall find an 
account of his repentance and reformation, and the refleQtionss * 


F 
* 
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alarmed at the judgments denounced ; he ſends to Huldah to 
enquire of the Lord; and ſbe prophufieth the deftruttion of 
Feruſalem. | 


1 FOSIAH [was] eight years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in 
Jeruſalem. And his mother's name [was] Jedidah, 
2 the daughter of Adaiah of Boſcath. And he did | that 
which was] right in the fight,of the Lox D, and walked 
in all the way of David his (her, and turned not aſide 
to the right hand or to'the left. 
3 And it came to pals in the eighteenth year of king 
Joſiah, [that] the king ſent Shaphan the fon of Azaliah, 
the ſon of Meſhullum, the ſcribe, to the houſe of the 
4 Lorp, ſaying, Go up to Hilkiah the high prieſt, that 
he may ſum the filver which is brought into the houſe 
of the Lox p, which the keepers of the door have ga- 
5 thered of the people: And let them deliver it into the 
hand of the doers of the work, that have the over. 
fight of the houſe of the Logp : and let them give it to 
the doers of the work which [is] in the houſe of the 
6 Lozd, to repair the breaches of the houſe, Unto car- 
-  penters, and builders, and maſons, and to buy timber 
7 and hewn ſtone to repair the houſe. Howbeit there was 
no reckoning made with them of the money that was 
delivered into their hand, becauſe they dealt faithfully. 
3 And Hilkiah the high prieſt ſaid unto Shaphan the 
*%* ſcribe, I have found the book of the law in the houſe of 
the Loxp. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, 
9 and he read it. And Shaphan the ſcribe came to the | 
» Kang, and brought the king word again, and ſaid, Thy 
ſervants. have gathered the money that was found in 
the houſe, and have delivered it into the hand of them 
that do the work, that have the overſight of the houſe 
10 of the Loxp. And Shaphan the ſcribe ſhowed the 
_ king, faying, Hilkiah the prieſt hath delivered me a 
11 book, And Shaphan read it before the king. And it 
came to paſs, when the king had heard the words of 
22 the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. And 
| the king commanded Hilkiah the prieſt, and * 
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the ſon of Shaphan, and Achbor the ſon of Michaiah, 
and Shaphan the ſcribe, and Aſahiah a ſervant of the 
king's, ſaying, Go ye, enquire of the Logp for me, 
and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the 
words of this book that is found: for great [is] the 
wrath of the Lord that is kindled againſt us, becauſe 
our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this 
book, to do according unto all that which is written 
concerning us. So Hailkial® the prieſt, and Ahikam, 
and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Aſahiah, went unto 
Huldah the propheteſs, the wife of Shallum, the ſon 
of Tikvah, the ſon of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe ; 
(now ſhe dwelt in Jeruſalem in the college;) and they 
communed with her. 

And ſhe ſaid unto them; Thus faith the Loxp God 


16 of Iſrael, Tell the man that ſent you to me, Thus faith 


the Loxbp, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, 
and upon the inhabitants thereof, [even] all the words 


t7 of the book which the king of Judah hath read: Be- 


cauſe 11 have forſaken me, and have burned incenſe 
unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger 
with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath 
ſhall be kindled againſt this place, and ſhall not be 


18 quenched. But to the king of Judah which ſent you 


to enquire of the Log, thus ſhall ye ſay to him, Thus 
faith the LoxD God of Iſrael, [ As touching] the words 


9 which thou haſt heard; Becauſe thine heart was tender, 


and thou haſt humbled thyſelf before the Loxy, when 


thou heardeſt what I ſpake againſt this plate, and againſt 


the inhabitants thereof, that they ſhould become a 
deſolation and a curſe, and haſt rent thy clothes, and. 
wept before me; I alſo have heard ſthee,] faith the 


20 Lox Dp. Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy 


fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered into thy grave in 
peace; and thine eyes ſhall not ſee all the evil which I 


will bring upon this place. And they brought the 


king word again, 
* 
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CHAP. XXIII. 1—25. 


Fofiah having received ſuch a comfortable meſſage i the laſt 
chapter, ſet himſelf to do all he could to promote the reforma- 
tion, arguing from the encouragement which he had received, 
that if the people humbled themſelves with tenderneſs of heart, 
tio judgments were determined againſt Fudah, yet they would © 
not come in that generation. 

I ND the king ſent, and they gathered unto him 
2 A all the elders of Judah and of Jeruſalem. And 
tze king went up into the houſe of the Lox, and all 

the men of Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
with him, and the prieſts, and the prophets, Jeremiah, 
Zephaniah, and others, and all the people, both ſmall 
and great, that it might be a national af: and he read in 
| their ears all the words of the book of the covenant 
| which was found in the houſe of the Loxp; he read the 
law himſelf, to convince them of the miſerable ſtate of the 
» mation, in conſequence of ſo long a courſe of * 

2 3 - And the king ſtood by a pillar, whgre his Mrone was, 
and made a covenant before the Loks, to walk after 
the Lok, and to keep his commandments and his 
teſtimonies and his ſtatutes with all {their] heart and all 
[their] ſoul, to perform the words of this covenant 

that were written in this book. And all the people 

: ſtood to the covenant ; chearfully declared their conſent to 
75 it, and their concurrence with the king, probably by flanding 


. | 
4 Fant the king commanded, a ſecond time, Hilkiah the 
high prieſt, and the prieſts of the ſecond order, who 
were aſſiſtants to the high prieſt, or heads of courſes, and the 
keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple 
of the Loxo all the veſſels that were made for Baal, 
and for the grove, and for all the hoſt of heaven, all the 
garments — hm uſed in ſacrifice and burning of in- 
cenſe; and he burned them without Jeruſalem in the 
fields of Kidron, and carried the aſhes of them unto 
Beth-el ; hus making that place, which was the ſource and 
fountain of idolatry, the dunghill for theſe ſhameful inſtru- 
| . ments 
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5 ments. And he put down, cauſed to ceaſe, and probably 
ſtew, the idolatrous prieſts,” whom the kings of Judah 
had ordained to burn incenſe in the high places in the 
cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jeruſa- 
lem; them alſo that burned incenſe unto Baal, to the 
ſun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all 

6 the hoſt of heaven. And he brought out the grove 
from the houſe of the Lob, or rather, an image called 
by that name, becauſe among the heathen it was worſhipped 
in groves; probably it was Aſtarte or Venus, with the re- | 
Preſentation of a grove about her in carving or painting; pe 
without Jeruſalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burn- | 
ed it at the, brook Kidron, and ſtamped [it] ſmall to 
powder, and caſt the powder thereoſ upon the graves | f 
of the children of the people, in deteftation of ſuch prac- 1 


tices; and being thus rendered unclean, might prevent amy 2 
7 of it being taken away as a relick. And he brake down A 
the houſes of the ſodomites, that [were] by the houſe 10 
of the Lorp, an impurity with which the worſhip of theſe « 4 
idols Was attended, where the women wove hangings for 2 
the grove, or tents which were put about the image, in 8 
ich the worſhippers uſed to commit all manner of lewdneſs. þ Y 
8 And he brought all the prieſts out of the cities of F | x 
Judah, hat they might not corrupt ghe people, and defiled + 
the high places where the prigſts had burned incenſe 10 , | 
the tutelar gods, to whom they committed the protection 9 
of the city, from Geba to Beer - ſheba, and brake down | | 
) 
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the high places of the gatgs that [were] in the enter- 
ing in of the gate of Joſhua the governor of the city, 
which [were] on a man's left hand at the gate of . 
the city; to ſpow his reſolution, he did not ſpare thoſe of - 7 
Joſhua the governor, but let the greateſt ſee his impartial 
9 zeal againſt idolatry. Nevertheleſs the prieſts of the | D 
high places came not up to the altar of the Loxp in 1 | 
| 
| 


Jeruſalem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread 
among their brethren. Amidſt theſe acts of juſtice he ſhow- 
ed mercy; for while the prieſis who had offered to Jehovak 
in the high places were depoſed from their | office, he ſtill 

| | allowed 


The Chemarim, Ha x. 5. Zeph. i. 4. who were clothed in 2 
black; while the prieſts of the Lord were clothed in white, = 
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» allowed them to ſhare with their brethren in the proviſion 
10 that the law made for them. And he defiled Topheth, 
the place where they ſacrificed their children to Molech, or 
„ | the ſun; a place which, as Jeremiah ſays, was filled with 
3 the blood of the innocent; which [is] in the valley of the 
children of Hinnom, that no man might make his ſon 
or his daughter to paſs through the fire to Molech. 
11 And he took away the horſes that the kings of Judah 
had given to the ſun, 0 drato the chariot of the ſun, at 
the entering in of the houſe of the Lory, by the cham- 
ber of Nathan- melech the chamberlain, which [was] in 
the ſuburbs, and burned the chariots of the ſun with 
| fire; chariots in which the image of the ſun was drawn in 
| ſolemn proceſſion, a common practice to this day among the 
12 idolaters in the Eaſt Indies. And the altars that [ere] 
on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, at the top of 
the houſe, which the kings of Judah had made, and the 
altars which Manaſſeh had made in the two courts or 
. the houſe of the Loxp, did the king beat down, and 
15 brake [them] down from thence, and caſt the duſt of 
f them into the brook Kidron. Manaſſeh in his better days 
removed them, but Amon ſet them up again. Zeph. i. 5. 
| 13 And the high places that [were] before Jeruſalem, 
_—_ which [were] onghe right hand of the mount of corrup- 
tion, that is, the mount of Olives, here called the mount of 
corruption, becauſe there they had corrupted themſelves with 
idolatry ; but all thoſe high places which Solomon the king 
of Iſrael had builded fgr Aſhtoreth the abomination of 
the Zidonians, and for Chemoſh the abomination of 
the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the 
14 children of Ammon, did the king defile. And he brake 
in pieces the images, and cut down the groves, and filled 
their places with the bones of men, 10 expreſs his contempi 
of them, and that being thus defiled they might never be uſed 
more. | 
15 3 the altar that ¶ was] at Beth- el, [and] the 
high place which Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who 
made Iſrael to fin, had made, both that altar and the 
high place he Þrake down, and burned the high place, 
Land] ſtamped [it] ſmall to powder, and burned the 
py | | grove; 


* 


1 
, 
3 
: 


16 belonged to it was utterly conſumed. And as Jofiah turn- 
ed himſelf, he ſpied the ſepulchres that [were] there 


in the mount: this ſeems an accidental thing, a thought that 


came ſuddenly into his head; and he ſent, and took the 
bones out of the ſepulchres, and burned [them] upon 
the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the 
Loxbp which the man of God proclaimed, who pro- 


claimed theſe. words. See 1 Kings xiii, 1. where this was 


17 foretold, above three hundred years before. Then, ſeeing a 
large remarkable inſcription, he ſaid, What title [is] that 
that I ſee? And the men of the city told him, [It is] 
the ſepulchre of the man of God, which came from 
Judah, and proclaimed theſe things that thou haſt done 

18 againſt the altar of Beth-el.* And he ſaid, Let him 

one; let no man move his bones. So they let his 
bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came 
out of Samaria, 1 Kings xiii. It. 

19 And all the houſes alſo of the high places that [were] 
in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Iſrael had 
made to provoke [the Lorp] to anger, Jofiah took 
away, and did to them according to all the acts that 

he had done in Beth-el. Probably this refers to ſome parts 

e Samaria which might be conquered. by 'Fudah during the 

late diſtraftions of the kingdom of®Babylon; or the governor 

20 might allow his coming on this errand. And he flew all the 
prieſts of the high places that [were] there upon the 
altars, and burned men's bones upon them, and re- 
turned to Jeruſalem. 

21 And the king commanded all the people, faying, 

._ Keep the paſſover unto the Loxo your God, as [it is] 

22 written in the book of this covenant. Surely there was 

not holden ſuch a paſſover from the days of the judges 

that Judged Iſrael, nor in all the days of the kings of 

Iſrael, nor of the kings of Judah; à paſſover celebrated 

weill ſuch ſolemn care, great preparation, numerous ſacrifices, 


I 2 Chron. xxxv. 7-9.) and univerſal joy of all good men; 
. M m of 23 But 


Vol. III. | 
4 Perhaps ſome worſhippers of the true God in the firm belief 


of the truth of his prediction, had repaired the monument and 


renewed the inſcription. 
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ove; the calf was deſtroyed before, but now all that 
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23 But in the eighteenth year of king Joſiah, [wherein] 
this paſſover was holden to the Loxb in Jeruſalem. 

24 Moreover the [workers with] familiar ſpirits, and 

©. the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the 

abominations that were {pied in the land of Judah and 

in Jeruſalem did Jofiah put away, all the ſecret idolatry 

that he could diſcover, was entirely removed and deſtroyed ; 


that he might perform the words of the law which were | 


written in the book that Hilkiah the prieſt found in the 
, 25 houſe of the Logp. And like unto him was there no 
king before him, that turned to the Loxp with all his 
heart, and with all his ſoul, and with all his might 
according to all the law of Moſes ; neither after him 
aroſe there [any] like him; his was a glarious charader 


— 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. HEN times are ever ſo bad and diſcouraging, 
| ue ſhould not give way to deſpair, but ſtir up 
ourſelves the more in endeavours to promote reformation, 

In v. 17. of the former chapter we find that zvrath was gon 
out againſt Judah. Nevertheleſs Joſiah was willing to do 
what he could to lighten and protract the judgment, and he 
therefore ſet about reformation vigorouſly. When iniqui) 
abounds, the love of many waxes cold. Good men are too 
ready to be diſcouraged, and think .it vain to make any 

attempts to ſtem the tide and do But duties are 
our's, and events are God's, We not what ſervice 

God may make us inftruments of; and whether we are 

ſucceſsful or no, it will give us peaceable reflections; ve 

_ that God is not unrighteous to forget any work ar labour 
7 2. When entering into covenant with God, we here ſee 
how it is to be done, v. 3. with reſolutions to walk after the 

Lord, in the way he has marked out; to be followers of 
him, and obey all his commands, moral and ceremonial, 
and to walk agreeable to the law. It is to be done with all 

-.. 
* I will be proper next to read the thirty-fifth | 
cles, where the of Joſiah is n 
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our heart and ſoul; with care, ſincerity, and vigorous re- 
ſolutions. The beſt of men heed, like Joſiah, to bind 
themſelves to this work, conſidering the many ill examples 
' which ſurround them, and the treachery of the human 
heart, In this view ſacramental ſolemnities ſhould be con- 
fidered and improved. | 
3. Let us lament theſe inſtances of the degeneracy of 
human nature, and the. corruptions of God's profeſſing 
people. They had adopted the idolatry of all their neigh- 
urs: like the Egyptians, they worſhipped calves; like 
the Perſians, the ſun and fire; like the Babylonians, the 
hoſts of heaven; like the Phœnicians and their netghbours, 
Aſtarte or Venus. Let us lament that the world ſhould be 
ſo corrupt, ſo loſt to reaſon, as to worſhip the creature more 
than the creator. No wonder God gad them up to vile affec- 
tions, to all manner of folly, lewdneſs, and laſciviouſneſs. 
But that Iſrael ſhould be fo corrupted and abandoned, and 
commit all theſe irregularities, was moſt infamous; eſ- 
pecially that the image of Venus ſhould be put up in the 
moſt holy place, and ſodomites and proftitutes be ad- 
mitted there, That the houſe of God ſhould be turned 
into a brothel, in defiance of his holineſs and juſtice, was 
ſhocking indeed. No wonder his wrath was kindled, 
How lamentable is it to reflect, that this is a deſcription 
of the greateſt part of the world; that ſuch idolatries are 
yet practiſed in many nations. How ſhould we wiſh and 
pray for the propagation of the glorious goſpel thro* the 
whole earth, that the nations may turn from theſe vanities 
to the living God. How thankful ſhould we be for the 
light of the goſpel, and how careful to bow forth the praiſes 
"og who hath called us out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
gut, and to walk as children of the light, and of the day. 


CHAP. XXIII. 26, to the end, and CHAP. XXIV. 
Fron the thirty ni verſe of this, to the end of the twenty- 
ourth chapter, we have @ ſhort account.of the reign of four 

Me; but there was no good after Jofiah's death. 
Mm 2 26 NOT» 
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23 But in the eighteenth year of king Joſiah, [wherein] 
this paſſover was holden to the Lon p in Jeruſalem. 

24 Moreover the [workers with] familiar ſpirits, and 

te wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the 

abominations that were {pied in the land of Judah and 

in Jeruſalem did Joſiah put away, all the ſecret idolatry 

that he could diſcover, was entirely removed and deſtroyed ; 

that he. might perform the words of the law which were 

written in the book that Hilkiah the prieſt found in the 


, 25 houſe of the Lond. And like unto him was there no 


king before him, that turned to the Logp with all his 
heart, and with all his foul, and with all his might, 
according to all the law of Moſes; neither after him 
aroſe there [any] like him; /is was @ giarious charadter 
indeed. | 


— 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. HEN times are ever ſo bad and diſcouraging, 
| ve ſhould not give way to deſpair, but ſtir up 
ourſelves the more in endeavours to promote reformation. 

In v. 17..of the former chapter we find that zvrath was gone 
out againſt Judah. Nevertheleſs Joſiah was willing to do 
what he could to lighten and protract the judgment, and he 
therefore ſet about reformation vigorouſly. When iniquity 
abounds, the love of many waxes cold. Good men are too 
ready to be diſcouraged, and think it vain to make any 
attempts to ſtem the tide and do n But duties are 
our's, and events are God's, We not what ſervice 
God may make us inſtruments of; and whether we are 
ſucceſsful or no, it will give us peaceable reflections; we 
_ God is not unrighteous to forget am work ar labour 
4 2. When entering into covenant with God, we here ſee 
how it is to be done, v. 3. with reſolutions to walk after the 
Lord, in the way he has marked out; to be followers of 
him, and obey all his commands, moral and ceremonial, 

and to walk agreeable to the law. It is to be done with all 

| our 


en be proper next to read the thirty-fifth chapter of 2 Cres 


where the hiſtory of Joſiah is continued. 


J 
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our heart and ſoul; with care, ſincerity, and vigorous re- 
ſolutions. The beſt of men heed, like Joſiah, to bind 
themſelves to this work, conſidering the many ill examples 


' which ſurround them, and the treachery of the human 


heart, In this view ſacramental ſolemnities ſhould be con- 
ſidered and improved. | | 

3. Let us lament theſe inſtances of the degeneracy of 
human nature, and the. corruptions of God's profeſſing 

ple. They had adopted the idolatry of all their neigh- 
. like the Egyptians, they worſhipped calves; like 
the Perſians, the ſun and fire; like the Babylonians, the 


hoſts of heaven; like the Phœnicians and their neighbours, 
Aſtarte or Venus. Let us lament that the world ſhould be 


ſo corrupt, ſo loſt to reaſon, as to worſbrp the creature more 
than the creator. No wonder God gad them up to vile affec- 
tions, to all manner of folly, lewdneſs, and laſciviouſneſs. 
But that Iſrael ſhould be fo corrupted and abandoned, and 
commit all theſe irregularities, was moſt infamous; eſ- 


pecially that the image of Venus ſhould be put up in the 


moſt holy place, and ſodomites and proſtitutes be ad- 
mitted there. That the houſe of God ſhould be turned 
into a brothel, in defiance of his holineſs and juſtice, was 
ſhocking indeed. No wonder his wrath was kindled. 
How lamentable is it to reflect, that this is a deſcription 
of the greateſt part of the world; that ſuch idolatries are 


yet practiſed in many nations. How ſhould we wiſh and 
pray for the 8 of the glorious goſpel throꝰ the 
e nations may turn from theſe vanities - 


whole earth, that 
to the living God. How thankful ſhould we be for the 
light of the goſpel, and how careful to bow forth the praiſes 
1 hath called us out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
gut, and to walk as children of the light, and of the day. 


CHAP. XXIII. 26, to the end, and CHAP. XXIV. 


Fron the thirty-firſt verſe of this, to the end of the twenty- 


ourth chapter, we have @ ſhort account of the reign of four 
Me; but there was no good after Jofiah's death. 
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26 Mor òWITHSTAN DING the Lok turned not 


from the fierceneſs of his great wrath, wherewith 
his anger was kindled againſt Judah, becauſe of all the 
provocations that Manaſſeh had provoked him withal, 


27 And the Lon p faid, I will remove Judah alſo out of my 


fight, as I have removed Iſrael, and will caſt off this 
city Jeruſalem. which I have choſen, and the houſe of 
which I ſaid, My name ſnall be there. 


28 Now the reſt of the acts of Joſiah, and all that he 


- 30 Megiddo, wh 


did, ¶ are] they not written in the book of the chroni- 
cles of the kings of Judah. 


29 In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went up 


againſt the king of Aſſyria to the river Euphrates : and 
king Joſiah went againſt him; and he flew him at 
e had ſeen him. And his ſervants 
carried him in” a chariot dead from Megiddo, and 
brought him to Jeruſalem, and buried him in his own 
ſepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz 
the ſon of Joſiah, and anointed him, and made him 


=p * in his father's ſtead. 
31 


fehoabaz the youngePt ſon of Jofiah, called Siallum, Jer. 
ii. 11. [was] twenty and three years old when he be- 
gan to reign; and he reigned three months in Jeruſa- 
em. And his mother's name [was] Hamutal, the 


32 daughter of Jeremiah of Libnak, And he did [that 


which was] evil in the fight of the Loxp,, according to 


33 all that his fathers Nad done, And Pharaoh-nechoh 
put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, 


that he might not reign in Jeruſalem; and put the land 
do a tribute of an hundred talents of filver, and a talent 
34 of gold.“ And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the fon 
of Joſiah king in the room of Joſiah his father, and 
turned his name toJehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: 
and he came to Egypt, and died there, according #0 #he 
Pharaoh had no deſign againſt Judah when he came up firſt; 
but - Joſial having attacked Fim, he bent his forces againſt his 


family and kingdom. The people had choſen Jehoahaz king. becauſe 
he was of an active, warlike pirit, Exch, xix. 2. like @ young lion ; 


"therefore Pharaoh depoſed him, and made his brother kjpg in his 


© -- 


II. KINGS. XXIV. 549- 
prophecy of Jeremiah, chap. xxii. 12. It was the-cuſtom of 
conquerors to change the name of thoſe kings whichthey ſet 
up, to ſhow their abſolute power over them. Hr 
35 And Jehoiakim gave the filver and the gold hat he 
had in his treaſures to Pharaoh, but he taxed the land 
to give the money according to the commandment of 
Pharaoh, to make up the whole ſum that was demanded : he 
exacted the filver and the gold of the people of the 
land, of every one according to his taxation, to give 
lit] unto Pharaoh-nechoh. | 
36 Jehoiakim [was] twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jeruſa- 
lem. And his mother's name [was] Zebudah, the 
37 daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did [that 
| which was] evil in the fight of the Logp, according to 
all that his fathers had done; he was very wicked, like 
Vis predeceſſors , ſome particulars of which are mentioned in 
eremiah, ch. xx11. 13—19. and ch. xxvi. 20, 23, Sc. 
x 'Cnae. XXIV. In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his ſervant 
three years: then he turned and rebelled againſt him.? 
2 And the Lox ſent againſt him bands of the Chaldees, 
and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, 
and bands of the children of Ammon, all of whom were 
tributaty to him, and ſent them againſt Judah to deſtroy 
it,“ according to the word of the Logp, which he ſpake 
by his ſervants the prophets, ch. xx. 17. xxi. 10. &c. 
3 Xxii. 16. and Jer. X. 9. xxvi. 20. Surely at the com- 
mandment of the Loxp came [this] upon Judah, to 
remove them] out of his ſight, for the fins of Manaſ- 
4 ſeh, according to all that he did; And alſo for the 
innocent blood that he ſhed: for he filled Jeruſalem 
3 Mm 3 with 
© Nebuchadnezzar, having ſmitten Pharaoh's army, came againſt 
the Jews, to make them tributary to him, as they had been to 
Pharaoh. We find in 2 Chrox. xxxvi. 6. that he bound Ichoia- 
kim in chains, and carried him to Babylon ; but upon his fair 
romiſes and engagements he ſuffered him to return, till he re- 
lled againſt him. 
1 dome date the beginning of the captivity here; now Daniel 
and his companions were carried to Babylon. Daniel i. 1, 2. 
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58 innocent blood, which the Logp would not par- 
don.“ | K 

5 * Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that 
he % [are]. they not written in the book of the 

6 chronicles of the kings of Judah? So Jchoiakim ſlept 
Vith his fathers: * and Jehoiachin® his ſon reigned in 

Huis ſtead, | 

7, And the king of Egypt came not again any more 
out of his land: for the king of Babylon hac; taken 
from the river of Egypt upto the riycr Euphrates all 
that pertained to the king of Egypt. | 

8. Jeholachin [was] eighteen years. old when he began 
to reigns and he reigned in Jeruſalem three months. 
And his mother's name [was| Nehuſhta, the daughter 
9 of Elnathan of Jeruſalem, And he did [that which 
was!] evil in the fight. of the Logo, according to all 
that his father had done; hz went on in his father's ſteps, 
tie he had been witneſs to the calamities he had ſuffered. 

10 At that time the ſervants of Nebuchadnezzar, king 

of Babylon came up againſt . Jeruſalem, and the city 

11 was beſieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
eame againſt the city, and his ſervants did, beſiege it. 

12 And Jchoiacbhin the king of Judah went out to the 

king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his ſervants, 
and his princes, and his officers, and ſurrendered them- 
ſelves to the king of Babylon: and the king of Babylon 

13 took him in the eighth year of his reign. And he car- 

tried out thenee all the treaſures. of the houſe of the 
_ Lok, and the treaſures of the king's houſe, and cut 
mn pieces all the veſſels of gold which, Solomon king 


0 

„ Manaſſch's ſon is particularly mentioned, but m ple 
concu with Manaſſeh in the, E. . tho?, Ee 
words may be underſtood of Jehoiakim, for he ſhed innocent blood, 
Jer. xxii. 17. 

We have only a general account of his death; but it is pro- 
 babſe that when the city was beſieged he made a ſally, was taken 

prrioner, and flain, and lay unburied, agreeable to the prophecy. 

Jeremias xxviii. 18, 19. : 

In 1 Chron. iti. 16. he is called Jeconiah, or in ſhort, Coniah, 
in Jeremiah xxii. 24, 28. _ 

Or rather, he cut them off from their baſes or ſtands; as they 
were afterwards uſed by the king of Babylon, Dan, x. 2, 3. and 
were reſtored by Cyrus. 


IR.” KINGS. XXIV. 551 
of Iſrael had made in the temple of the Lon, as the 
14 Lonap had ſaid, <>. xx. 17. And he carried away all 
Jeruſalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men 
of valour, [even] ten thouſand captives, and all the 
craftſmen and ſmiths: none remained; ſave the pooreſt 
15 fort of the people of the land. And he carried away 
Iaehoiachin to Babylon, who continued thirty-ſeven yeurs 
in captivity, and the king's mother, and the king's 
wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the and, 
thoſe] carried he into captivity, from Jeruſalem to 
16 Babylon. And all the men of might, [even] ſeven 
ä thouſand, and craftſmen and ſmiths a thouſand, all 
[that were] ſtrong [and] apt for war, even them the 
king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon; all but the 
Poor people of the land. Mordecai was taken at this time, 
Efther ii. 6. Exel. xl. i. and from hence wwe muſt date the 
commencement of the ſeventy years captivity. 
17 And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his fa- 
ther's brother king in his ſtead, and changed his name 
18 to Zedekiah; this was Foftah's third og Zedekiah [was] 
twenty and one years old when he began to reign, 
- arid he reigned eleven years in Jeruſalem. And'his 
mother's name [was] Hamutal, the daughter of Jere- 
19 miabh of Libnah. And he did [that which was] evil in 
the ſight of the Lokb, according to all that Jehoiakim 
had done; perſecuted the prophets, Fc. an account of 
20'-which we have in Jeremias prophecy, chap. xxxvii. For 
through- the anger of the Logp it eame to paſs in Je- 
ruſalem and Judah; until he had caſt them out from 
his preſence, that Zedekiah rebelled againſt the king 
of Babylon; having taken an oath of fidelity, 2 Chron. 
XXXV1. 13, he broke it, for which he was reproved by 
| Exetel, See Exetiel, ch. xvii. 18. PEE, 
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t 1 would here particularly recommend the reading of the pro- 
| Phecy of Jeremiah, where many particulars are recorded relating 
| to theſe reigns, eſpecially the twenty-ſecond, twenty-fixth, — 
twenty-ſeventh chapters, on which the account now given will 
throw great light. 3 
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XEFLECTIO NM 
FJ | THIS one refleQion may naturally be made on what 
4 we have been reading; that fin brings miſery on a 
0 nation; it is a reproach to it; and will finally be the ruin 
of it. For the iniquity of a land many are the princes thereof. 
| There was CO Ian of Bonk but all came to an 
untimely end. Theſe things are written for our admonition, 
| that if we deſire the publick welfare, the honour and hap. 
4 pineſs of our king, and the continued tranquillity of the 
nation, we ſhould ourſelves, and ſhould endeavour _—_— 
that others may, lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs 
and honeſty. © 


4 * uh CHAP. .. 
In 2 Chron. xxxvi. 11— 17, we find that their great wicked. 
neſs, aggravated by God's kindneſs and compaſſion, was the 
cauſe of their calamities and ruin; in this chapter we have the 
frege and taking of Jeruſalem , the captivity of the people; 
and the deftruttion of the city and temple ; an account of their 
nem governor, his cruel murder, and the advancement of 
1 ND it came to paſs in the ninth year of his reign, 
. in the tenth month, in the tenth [day] of the 
month, [that] Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, 
he, and all his hoſt, againft — and pitched 
ainſt it; and they built forts againſt it round about. 
2 And the city was beſieged unto the eleventh year of 
1 3 king Zedekiah. And on the ninth day] of the [fourth] 
1 month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was 
4 0 . no bread for the people of the land; many from the 
E { country 
7 * As ſoon as Nebuchadnezzar heard of Zedekiah's treachery, 
E 2 he built forts to keep relief from coming to the city, and beſieged 
it. Jeremiah tells us, that the king of Egypt came to help Ze- 
| reren. 

4 Ses Jer. il ' | ge, . aboy 7 
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co d there for ſafety, the famine became ſo terrible. 
4 A — 2 — up, 4 breach made, at which the b 
ctr d all the men of [war] fled by night +1 
by the way of the gate between two walls, which [1s] . 
by the king's —_ : (now the Chaldees [were] againſt 3 
the city round about:) and {the king] went the way | 3 
toward the plain; Jeremiah would have per ſuaded the king 
5 to ſurrender, but he would not. And the army of the = 
Chaldees purſued after the king, and overtook him in -= 

the plains of Jericho : and all his army were ſcattered 

6 from him. So they took the king, and brought him 
up to the king of Babylon to Riblah ; @ city berwween 5 
Jeruſalem and Babylon, ac he lay 3 the ue 7 te 
e; and they gave judgment upon him. A | 

8 = the ſons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put . | 
the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of : 
braſs, and carried him to Babylon.“ | 
$ - And in the fifth month, on the ſeventh [day] of the 
month, which [is] the nineteenth year of king Nebu- | 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, cap- 
tain of the guard, a ſervant of the king of Babylon, unto 5 
9 Jeruſalem. And he burnt the houſe of the Lonxbd, and XY 
| 


the king's houſe, and all the houſes of Jeruſalem, and 
10 every great [man's] houſe burnt he with fire.” And 

all the army of the Chaldees, that [were with] the 

captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jeruſa- 

lem round about, that it might make to farther refitance. 

4 % It Now - 

1 Tt is deſcribed in Lam. iv. 1—10. | 

n A council was held, and Zedekiah brought to trial, in which 
he was found guilty of treachery and rebellion, upon which they 
New his ſons before him, and then put out his eyes, that no other 
object might thruſt out the ideas of that bloody ſcene. He was 
then bound in chains, and carried to Babylon, to drag out a miſ- | 
erable exiſtence there. While Jeremiah foretold this at Jeruſalem, 

Ezekiel foretold it at Babylon. Jer. xxxii. 5. Tel. xii. 13. Jere- it 
miah foretold his going to Babylon, and dying there. Ezekiel 1 
foretold that he ſhould die at Babylon, though he ſhould never | 
ſee itz and ſo it came to paſs, he was brought there, but never 

beheld it, | " 

The burning of the cĩty and temple had often been foretold, | | 
by Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, it was not burnt when the city 1 
was taken; but a month after the cruel reſolution was taken to 2 
burn boch the city and the temple. | 
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11 No the reſt of the people [ that were] left in the ci 
- and the fugitives that fell away to the ing of Babs: 
I 


Jon, with the remnant of the multitude, Nebuzar- 
12 adan the captain of the guard carry away. But the 
captain of the guard left of the poor of the land [to 


de] vine dreſſers and huſbandmen; he gave them farms 
aud vinqards : probably he had a particular charge given 
Aim concermm Jeremiah, to preſerve him ſafe. See Jere- 
| mia xl. 2—6, 5 
13 And the- pillars of braſs that [were] in the houſe 
of the-Loxp, and the baſes, and the brazen ſex that 
[was] in the houſe of the Lorn, did the Chaldees 
break in pieces, and carried the braſs of them to Ba- 
14 bylon. And the pots, and the ſhovels, and the ſnuf- 
fers; and the ſpoons, and all the veſſels of braſs where · 
25 with they miniſtered, took they away. And the fire 
pans, and the bowls, and] ſuch things as { were] of 
gold, in] gold, and of filver, ¶ in] ſilver, the captain 
16 of the took away. The two pillars, one ſea, and 
te which Solomon had made for the houſe of 
the Load; the braſs of all theſe veſſels was without 
12 weight. The height of the one pillar [was] eighteen 
cCubits, and the chapiter upon it [was] braſs: and the 
— haghtofithe chapiter three cubits; and the wreathen- 
work; and po upon the chapiter round a- 
_ bout, all of 9 9 had the ſecond 
18% And the captain of the took Seraiah the chief 
prieſt, and Zephaniah the ſecond prieſt, the high prieſts 
deputy, «who was to alt in caſe of his fickneſs or incapacity, 


19 and the three keepers of the door. And out of the 


city he took an officer, that was ſet over the men of 
war, and five men of them that were in the king's pre- 

_ ſence,” which were found in the city, and the principal 
ſeribe of the hoſt, which muſtered the people of the land, 


and threeſcore men of the people of the land [that were] 


found in the city; fixty gentlemen of fortune, who had 
20 coficealed themſelves in the city.” And Nebuzar-adan cap- 
tain 


Probably theſe men were the chief inſtruments in pevſecuting 


Jeremiah, and in ſuading Zedekiah contrary to the 
4, not to ſurrender. 
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| tain of the guard took theſe, and brought them to the 
21 king of Babylon to Riblah, And the king of Babylon 
ſmote them, and flew. them at Riblah in the land of 
Hamathy So Judah was carried away out of their 
land; all Fudah was carried captive, about one hundred 
and thirty years after, the captivity of the ten tribes, 

22 And [as for] the people that remained in-the land 
of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
had left, even over them he made Gedaliah the ſon of 

Ahikam, the ſon of Shaphan, ruler ; probably upon the 

recommendation of Jeremiah, as he had been ſaved by his 

23 father, ud had a great reſpe# for his ſon. And when all 

the captains of the armies, they 
that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, 
there came to Gedaliah to Miz 
ſon of Nethaniah, and Johanan the ſon of Careah, and 
Seraiah the ſon. of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and 
 Jaazaniah the ſon of a Maachathite, they and their 
24,,men.? And . Gedaliah ſware to them, and to their 
men, and ſaid unto them, Fear not to be the ſervants 
of the Chaldees: dwell in the land, and ſerve the king 

of Babylon; and it ſhall be well with 
them with'a ſolemn oath, that they ſhould be ſafe, if they 
25 would be faithful to the king of Babylon. But it came to 
paſs in the ſeventh month, that Iſhmael the ſon of 
ethaniah, the ſon of Eliſhama, of the ſeed royal, 
came, and. ten men with him, and ſmote Gedaliah, 
that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldees that were 

26 with him at Mizpah.* And all the people, both ſmall 


and great, and the captains of the armies aroſe, and 


came to Egypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldees ; 


being 


? Theſe men had fled at the begin ning. of the ſiege, and gone 
to the Moabites and Ammonites, Jer. . 7. but — returned, 


and put themſelves under his command; and Jeremiah alſo put 


himſelf under his protection, though the Chaldean general would 
have had him gone with him to Babylon, and promiſed to uſe 
him kindly there. Fer. xl. 2, 6. | 
4 Iſhmael being of the ſeed royal, thought he had more right 
to the governmenc ; and being ſet on by the king of the Ammonites 
he treacherouſly murdered Gedaliah, at an entertainment he had 
epared for him. Gedaliah had been warned of Iſhmael's de- 
gns, but did not apprehend the danger. See Fer. xl. 13, &c. 


and their men, heard 
pah, even Iſhmael the 


you; he aſſured 
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- being afraid of the reſentment of the Chaldees, they went to 
No — to the command of the Lord. Here they 
behaved very wickedly, and were all deftrayed ; they took 
Jeremiah with them, and he probably died there. See Jere- 

27 And it came to paſs in the ſeven and thirtieth year 
of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the 
twelfth month, on the ſeven and twentieth [day] of 
the month, [that] Evil-merodach king of Babylon, and 
ſon of Nebuchadnezzar, in the year that he began to 

- reign did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah 
out of priſon z gave him dignity and promotions above other 

28 kings who were then captive at Babylon. «And he ſpake 
kindly to him, and ſet his throne above the throne of 

29 the * were] with * 2 

changed his priſon garments, gave him roy 
parel: and he did eat bread continually before him all 
the days of his life; ſat at his table, and had an allow. 

30 ance for the ſupport of his family. And his allowance 

' [was] a continual allowance 1 the king, 2 
daily rate for every day, all the days of his life.“ 


The 


i , | 

r The have a tradition that this prince was caſt into priſon 
with Iich, for his evil ment during his father's ſevet 
years' diſtraction; and that this was the reaſon of his favour and 
aﬀeQion to him afterwards. This would be an encouragement to 
the pious Jews in captivity; and they would look upon it as an 
omen of their approaching deliverance. The laſt chapter of Jeremiak 
is almoſt the ſame as this ; and was defi to throw light u 
his prophecy. The fortieth chapter of Jeremial ſhould be read in 
this connection. The biſtory and the prophecy illuſtrate and con- 
firm one another. After this time the land lay deſolate, and kept 
a ſabbath of ſeventy years reſt, becauſe they had profaned the 
ſabbath, and neglefted the obſervation of ſabbatical years, 
when the land ſhould reſt every ſeventh year. | 
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Firſt Book of . CHRONICLES. 


A INTRODUCTION, 
TH IS and the following book contain ſomething concerni 
the ftattof the church from the beginning of. the mtr 
till after the Babylaniſh captivity, and therefore probably: were 
wuritien at that time by Ezra, compare 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
22, 23. with Ezra i. 1, 2, 3. The deſgn of them is chiefly 
ta give an exact account of the genealogies, eſpecially of the church, 
from Adam downwards ; that ſo it might certainly be known of 
what tribe and family, Chriſt, the promiſed ſeed, was; which 
therefore Matthew, but Luke eſpecially, make uſe of to this pur- 
Poſe. Here are alſo related ſeveral paſſages of the kings of 
Judah, omitted in the books of Samuel and the Kings, and 
ſome other paſſages are explained. 234 


CHAPTER I. 
The genealogies from Adam to Abraham, whoſe poſterity is ve- 
counted; eſpecially the kings and dukes of 8 bg 
r 2 A DAM, Sheth, Enoſh, Kenan, Mahalaleel, Jered, 
3:4 Henoch, Methuſelah, Lamech, Noah, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth. 
The ſons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and 
Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meſhech, and 
6 Tiras. And the ſons of Gomer; Aſhchenaz, and Ri- 
7 phath, and Togarmah. And the ſons of Javan; Eliſha, 
and Tarſhiſh, Kittim, and Dodanim. | | 
8 The ſons of Ham; Cuſh, and Mizraim, Put and 
9 Canaan. And the ſons of Cuſh; Sebah, and Havilah, 
and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the ſons 
10 of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan. And Cuſh. begat 
Nimrod: he began to be mighty upon the earth. 
r: And Mizraun begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Leha- 
5 18 | bim, 
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12 bim, and Naphtuhim, And Pathrufim, and Caſluhim, 
13 (of whom came the Philiſtines) and Caphthorim. And 
14 Canaan at Zidon his firſt born, and Heth, The 
Jebuſite alſo, and the Amorite, and the Girgathite, 
15 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 
16 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and _ Hama- 
, thite. 
17 The ſons of Shem; Elam, and Asſhur; and Arphex- 
ad, and Lud, and Atum, and Uz, and Hul, and 
18 Gether, and Meſhech. And Arphaxad begat Shelah, 
19 and Shelah begat Eber. And unto Eber were born 
two ſons : the name of the one [was] Peleg; becauſe 
in his days the earth was divided: and his brother's 
20 name [was] Joktan. And Joktan begat Almodad, and 
21 Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram alſo, 
22 and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and 
23 Sheba, And Ophir, and Havjlah, and Jobab. All 
fſttteſe [were] the ſons of Joktan. 
24 25 © Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, Eber, Peleg, Reu, 
26 27 „Nahor, Terah, Abram, the fame [is] Abra- 
28 ham. The fons of Abri ibn, and Iſhmael. 
29 Theſe [are] their generations: the firſt born of Iſh- 
mael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Abdeel, and Mib- 
30 ſam, Miſhma, and Dumah, Maſſa, Hadad, and Tema, 
31 Jetur, OR, and Kedemah. Theſe are the ſons of 
——_- Wh 
32 + Now the ſons of Keturah, Abraham's concubine: ſhe 
bare Zimran, and Jokſhan, and Medan, and. Midian, 
and Iſhbak, and Shuah. And the ſons of Jokſhan; 
33 Sheba, and Dedan. And the ſons of Midian ; Ephah, 
| 7 al Epher, and Henoch, and Abida, and Eldzah. All 
tmeſe are the ſons of Keturah. 
34 And Abraham begat Tfaac. The ſons of Iſaac; Eſau 
35 and Iſrael. The ſons of Efau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and Jeuſh, 
36. and Jaalam, and Korah. Thefons liphaz ; ; Teman, 
and Omar, Zephi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and Timna, and 
37 Amalek. The nen Natit, Zerah, Sham- 
mah, and Mizzah. 
15 And the ſons of Seir; Lots, and Shobal, and Zi- 
beon, and Arizh, and Difhon, and Ezar, and Diſhan. 


39 And 


: 


* 11. HRO NICLES, II. 539 


39 And the ſons of Lotan; Hori, and Homam: and 

40 Timna [was] Lotan's ſiſter. The ſons of 'Shobal ; 

Alian, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. 

41 And the ſons of Zibeon; Aiah, and Anah. The ſons 
of Anah; Diſhon. And the ſons of Diſhon ; Amram, 

42 and Eſhban, and Ithran, and Cheran. The ſons of 
Ezer; Bilhan, and Zavan, [and] Jakan. The ſons of 
Diſhan; Uz, and Aran. 

43 Nowtheſe [are] the kings that reigned in the land 
of Edom, before [any] king reigned over the children 
of Iſrael; Bela the ſon of Beor: and the name of his 

44 city [was] Dinhabah. And when Bela was dead, Jobab 

45 the ſon of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his ſtead. And 
when Jobab was dead, Huſham of the land of the 

46 Temanites reigned in his ſtead. And when Huſham 
was dead, Hadad the ſon of Bedad, which ſmote 
Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his ſtead: and 

47 the name of his city [was] Avith. And when Hadad 
was dead, Samlah of Maſrekah reigned in his ſteatl. 

48 And when Samlah was dead, Shauſ of Rehoboth by 

49 the river reigned in his ſtead, And when Shaul was 
dead, Baal-hanan the ſon of Achbor reigned in his 

o ſtead. And when Baal-hanan was dead, Hadad reign- 

| ed in his ſtead: and the name of his city [was] Pai; 

and his wife's name [was] Mehetabel the daughter of 
' Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. | 
5t Fadad died alſo. And the dukes of Edom were; 
52 duke Timna, duke Aliah, duke Jetheth, Duke Aho- 
53 libamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, Duke Kenaz, duke 
54 Teman, duke Mibzar, Duke Magdiel, duke Tram. 
Theſe [are] the dukes of Edom. 


og 


| CHAP. I. 8 
The poſterities of Ipuel, Judah, Jeſſe, Caleb, 
Pits of h, Tulah, Teſs Cold, Heer, an 


£1 FF\HESE fare] the ſons of Hrael; Reuben, 
I Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Iſſachar, and Zebulun, 
2 Dan, Joſeph, and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Aſher, 

8 3 The 


— 


WE |. 
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The ſons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah: 
[which] three were born unto him of the daughter of 
Shuah the Canaaniteſs. And Er, the firſt born of 


Judah, was evil in the fight of the Loxp; and he flew 

4 him. And Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez 
5 and Zerah, All the ſons of Judah [were] five. The 
6 ſons of Pharez; Hezron, and Hamul. And the ſons 


of Zerah; Zimri, and Ethan, and Heman, and Cal. 
7 col, and Dara: five of them in all. And the ſons of 
\ Carmi; Achar, the troubler of Iſrael, who tranſgreſſed 


8 in the thing accurſed. And the ſons of Ethan; Azariah. 


9 The ſons alſo of Hezron, that were born unto him; 
10 Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai And Ram be- 
Amminadab; and Amminadab begat Nahſhon, 


gat . 
11 prince of the children of Judah; And Nahſhon begat 


12 Salma, and Salma begat Boaz, And Boaz begat 
Obed, and Obed begat Jeſſe, 


13 And Jeſſe begat his firſt born Eliab, and Abinadab 
14 the ſecond, and Shimma the third. Nethaneel the 


15 fourth, Reddai the fifth. Ozem the fixth, David the 


26 ſeventh. Whoſe ſiſters [were] Zeruiah, and Abigail. 


And the ſons of Zeruiah ; Abiſhai, and Joab, and 
17 Aſahel, three. And Abigail bare Amaſa : and the 


father of Amaſa [ was] Jether the Iſhmeelite. 


18 And Caleb the ſon of Hezron begat children] of 


Azubah [his] wife, and of Jerioth : her ſons [are] 


19 theſe; Jeſher, and Shobab, and Ardon. And when 
Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto him Ephrath, 


20 which bare him Hur. And Hur begat Uri, and Uri 


begat Bezaleel. | 


21 And afterward Hezron went in to the daughter of 


Machir, the father of Gilead, whom he married when 
he [was] threeſcore years old, and ſhe bare him Segub. 
22 And Segub begat Jair, .who had three and twenty 
23 cities in the land of Gilead. And he took Geſhur, 
and Aram, with the towns of Jair, from them, with 
Kenath and the towns thereof, [even] threeſcore cities : 
all theſe [belonged to] the ſons of Machir, the father 
24 of Gilead. And after that Hezron was dead in Caleb- 
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.- ephratah, then Abiah Hezron's wife bare him Aſhur 
the father of Tekoa. 
25 And the ſons of Jerahmeel the firſt born of Hezron 
were, Ram the firſt born, and Bunah, and Oren, and 
26 Ozem, [and] Ahijah. Jarahmeel had alſo another 
wife, whoſe name [was] Atarah ; ſhe [was] the mother Fa 
27 of Onam. And the ſons of Ram the firſt born of Je- 
28 rahmeel were Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker. And the 
| ſons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada. And the 
29 ſons of Shammai; Nadab, and Abiſhur. And the 
name of the wife of Abiſhur, [was] Abihail, and ſhe 
30 bare him Ahban, and Molid. And the ſons of Nadab; 
Seled, and Appaim: but Seled died without children. 
31 And the ſons of Appaim; Iſhi. And the ſons of Iſhi 
32 Sheſhan. And the children of Sheſhan; Ahlai. And 
the ſons of Jada the brother of Shammai;z Jether, and 
33 Jonathan: and Jether died without children, And 
the ſons of Jonathan; Peleth and Zaza, Theſe were 
the ſons of Jerahmeel. 
34 Now Sheſhan had no ſons, but daughters. And She- 
ſhan had a ſervant, an Egyptian, whoſe name [was] 
35. Jarha. And Sheſhan gave his daughter to Jarha his 
36 ſervant to wife; and ſhe bare him Attai. And Attai 
37 begat Nathan, and Nathan begat Zabad, And Zabad 
38. begat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed, And Obed 
39 begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah, And Azariah 
40 begat Helez, and Helez begat Eleaſah, And Eleaſah 
41 begat Siſamai, and Siſamai begat Shallum, And Shal- 
lum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat Eliſhama. 
42 Now the ſons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel 
[were] Meſha his firſt born, which [was] the father 
of Ziph; and the ſons of Mareſhah the father of 
43 Hebron, And the ſons of Hebron; Korah, and Tap- 
4 puah, and Rekem, and Shema. And Shema begat 
Raham, the father of Jorkoam : and Rekem begat 
45 Shammai. And the ſon of Shamimai [was] Maon; and BH 
46 Maon [was] the father of Beth-zur. And Ephah, | I 
\ 


Caleb's concubine, bare Haran, and Moza, and Gazez ; 
47 and Haran begat Gazez. And the ſons of Jahdai ; 
Regem, and Jotham, and Geſham, and Pelet, and 
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48 Ephah, and Shaaph. Maachah, Caleb's concubine, 

49 bare Sheber, and Tirhanah. She bare alſo Shaaph 

the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of Mach- 

bena, and the father of Gibea: and the daughter of 

Caleb [was] Achſa. 

50 Theſe were the ſons of Caleb the fon of Hur, the 

firſt born of Ephratah ; Shobal the father of Kirjath- 

51 jearim, Salma the father of Beth-lehem, Hareph the 

52 father of Beth-gader. And Shobal the father of Kir- 

jath-jearim had ſons; Haroch, [and] half of the Ma- 

53 nahethites. And the families of Kirjath- jearim; the 

Ithrites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, and 

the Miſhraites; of them came the Zareathites, and the 

54 Eſhtaulites. The ſons of Salma; Beth-lehem, and 

the Netophathites, Ataroth, the houſe of Joab, and 

55 half of the Manahethites, the Zorites. And the fa- 

milies of the ſcribes which dwelt at Jabez; the Tira- 

thites, the Shimeathites, [and] Suchathites. Theſe 

are] the Kenites that came of Hemath, the father of 
the houſe of Rechab. 


— —— — — 
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The ſon's of David; his line to Zedekiah;, and the poſterity of 
it Feconiah, | 
I OW theſe.were the ſons of David which were 


| born unto him in Hebron; the firſt born, Am- 
non, of Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs: the ſecond Daniel, 
2 of Abigail the Carmeliteſs: The third, Abſalom the 
ſon of Maachah the daughter of Talmai king of Geſhur: 
3 the fourth, Adonijah the ſon of Haggith : The fifth, 
Shephatiah of Abital : the fixth, Ithream by Eglah 
4 his wife. [Theſe] fix were born unto him in Hebron; 
and there he reigned ſeven years and fix months: and 
5 in Jeruſalem he reigned thirty and three years. And 
theſe were born unto him in Jeruſalem ;, Shimea, and 
Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, four, of Bathſhua 
6 the daughter of Ammiel: Ibhar alſo, and * 
| an 
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7 and Eliphelet, And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 
8 And Eliſhama, and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. 
9 {Theſe were] all the ſons of David, beſides the ſons 
of the concubines, and Tamar their ſiſter. 
10 And Solomon's ſon [was] Rehoboam, Abia his ſon, 
11 Aſa his ſon, Jehoſhaphat his ſon, Joram his ſon, 
12 Ahaziah his ſon, Foaſh his ſon, Amaziah his ſon, 
13 Azariah his ſon, Jotham his ſon, Ahaz his ſon, He- 
14 zekiah his ſon, Manaſſeh his fon, Amon his fon, Jo- 
15 fiah his ſon. And the ſons of Joſiah [were,] the firſt 
born Johanan, the ſecond Jehotakim, the third Zede- 
16 kiah, the fourth Shallum. And the ſons of Jehoiakim; 
Jeconiah his ſon, Zedekiah his ſon, 
17 And the ſons of Jeconiah ; Aſſir, Salathiel his ſon, 
18 Malchiram alſo, and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jeca- 
19 miah, Hoſhama, and Nedabiah. And the ſons of 
Pedaiah [ were, ] Zerubbabel, and Shimei : and the ſons 
of Zerubbabel ; Meſhullam, and Hananiah, and She- 
20 lomith their ſiſter : And Haſhubah, and Ohel, and Be- 
21 rechiah, and Haſadiah, Juſhab-heſed, five. And the 
ſons of Hanamah ; Pelatiah, and Jeſaiahz the ſons of 
Rephaiah, the ſons of Arnan, the ſons of Obadiah, the 
22 ſons of Shechaniah. And the ſons of Shechaniah; 
Shemaiah : and the ſons of Shemaiah; Hattuſh, and 
23 Igeal, and Bariah, and Neariah, and Shaphat, fix. And 
the ſons of Neariah ; Elioenai, and Hezekiah, and 
24 Azrikam, three. And the ſons of Elioenai were, 
Hodaiah, and Eliaſhib, and Pelaiah, and Akkub, and 
Johanan, and Dalaiah, and Anani, ſeven, 
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| C-H-A; P;:- If: 

The poſterity of Fudah by Caleb the ſon of Hur; of Abur, the 
Poſthumous fon of Hexron; of Fabez ;, of Shelah ; and of 
Srmeon ; the conqueſt of Gedor, Oc. | 

I HE ſons of Judah; Pharez, Hezron, and Car- 
* mi, and Hur, and Shobal. And Reaiah the 
ſon of Shobal begat Jahath; and Jahath begat Ahu- 
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mai, and Lahad. Theſe [are] the families of the Zo- 
3 rathites. And theſe [were] of the father of Etam; 
* Jezreel, and Iſhii, and Idbaſti: and the name of 
4 their ſiſter [was] Hazelelponi: And Penuel the father 
of Gedor, and Ezer the father of Huſhah- Theſe 
are] the ſons of Hur, the firſt born of Ephratah, the 
- father of Beth-lehem. | | 
5 And Aſnur the father of Tekoa had two wives, 
6 Helah, and Naarah. And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, 
and Hepher, and Temeni, and Haahaſhtari. Theſe 
7 — the ſons of Naarah. And the ſons of Helah 
8 were, ] Zereth, and Jezoar, and Ethnan. And Coz 
begat Anub, and Zobebah, and the families of Ahar- 
hel the ſon of Harum. 
9 And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren : 
and his mother called his name Jabez, ſaying, Becauſe 
20 I bare him with ſorrow. And Jabez called on the God 
of Iſrael, ſaying, Oh that thou wouldſt bleſs me in- 
deed, and enlarge my coaſt, and that thine hand might 
be with me, and that thou wouldſt keep [me] from 
evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted 
mim that which he requeſted. 
11 © Ard Chelub the brother of Shuah begat Mehir, 
12 which [was] the father of Eſhton. And Eſhton be- 
gat Beth-rapha, and Paſeah, and Tehinnah the father 
13 of Irnahaſh. Theſe [are] the men of Rechah. And 
the ſons of Kenaz; Othniel, and Seraiah : and the ſons 
14 of Othniel; Hathath. And Meonothai t Ophrah; 
and Seraiah begat Joab, the father of the valley of 
15 Charaſhim; for they were craftſmen. And the ſons of 
Caleb the fon of Jephunneh; Iru, Elah, and Naam: 
16-and the ſons of Elah, even Kenaz. And the ſons of 
Jehaleleel ; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, and Aſareel. 
47 And the ſons of Ezra were, ] Jether, and Mered, and 
Epher, and Jalon : and ſhe bare Miriam, and Sham- 
18 mai, and iſhbah the father of Eſhtemoa.. And his 
wife Jehudijah bare Jered the father of Gedor, and 
Heber the of Socho, and Jekuthiel the father of 
'  Zanoah, And theſe [are] the ſons of Bithiah the 
19 daughter of Pharaoh, which Mered took. — 
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ſons of [his] wife Hodiah the ſiſter of Naham, the f- 
ther of Keilah the Garmite, and Eſhtemoa the Ma- 


20 achathite. And the ſons of Shimon [were] Amnon, 
and Rinnah, Ben hanan, and Tidon. And the ſons 
of Iſhi [were] Zoheth, and Ben. zoheth. 

21 The ſons of Shelah the ſon of Judah [ were, ] Er the 

father of Lecah, and Laadah the father of Mareſhah, 
and the families of the houſe of them that wrought 

22 fine linen, of the houſe of Aſhbea. And Jokim, and 
the men of Chozeba, and Joaſh, and Saraph, who had 
the dominion in Moab, and Jaſhubi-lehem. And 

23 [theſe are] ancient things. Theſe [were] the potters, 
and thoſe that dwelt among prom and hedges : there 
they dwelt with the king for his work, 

24 The ſons of Simeon [were,] Nemuel, and Jamin, 

25 Jarib, Zerah, [and] Shaul: Shallum his fon, Mibſam 

26 his ſon, Miſhma his ſon. And the ſons of Miſhma ; 

27 Hamuel his ſon, Zacchur his ſon, Shimei his ſon. And 
Shimei had fixteen ſons and fix daughters; but his 

brethren had not many children, neither did all their 

28 family multiply, like to the children of Judah. And 
they dwelt at Beer-ſheba, and Molada, and Hazar- 

29 ſhual, And at Bilhah, and at Ezem, and at Tolad, 


30 And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, 


31 And at Beth-marcaboth, and Haar- ſuſim, and at 
Beth-birei, and at Shaaraim. Theſe [were] their cities 

32 unto the reign of David. And their villages [ were, ] 
Etam, and Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen, and Aſhan, 

33 five cities. And all their villages that [were] round 
about the ſame cities unto Baal. Theſe [were] their 
34 habitations, and their genealogy. And Meſhobab, and 
35 Jamlech, and Joſhah the ſon. of Amaziah, And Joel, 
and Jehu the ſon of Joſibiah, the ſon of Seraiah, the 

36 ſon of Aſiel, And Elioenai, and Jaakobah, and Jeſho- 
haiah, and Afaiah, and Adiel, and Jefimiel, and Be- 
37 naiah, And Ziza the ſon of Shiphi, the ſon of Allon, 
the ſon of Jedaiah, the ſon of Shimri, the ſon of She- 
38 maiah; Theſe mentioned by [their] names [were] 
princes in their families: and the houſe of their fathers 
increaſed greatly. 
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39 And they went to the entrance of Gedor, [even] 
unto the eaſt fide of the valley, to ſeek paſture for 
40 their flocks, And they found fat paſture and good, 
and the land [was] wide, and quiet, and peaceable; 
41 for [they] of Ham had dwelt there of old. And theſe 
written by name came in the days of Hezekiah King 
of Judah, and ſmote their tents, and the habitations 
that were found there, and deſtroyed them utterly unto 
this day, and dwelt in their rooms: becauſe [there was] 
42 paſture there for their flocks. And | ſome] of them, 
[even] of the ſons of Simeon, five hundred men, went 
to mount Seir, having for their captains Pelatiah, and 
Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the ſons of Iſhi. 
43 And they ſmote the reſt of the Amalekites that were 
eſcaped, and dwelt there unto this day. 
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| oy. 2 Go: a 
The line of Reuben; their habitation, and conqueſt of the 
55 Hlagarites. 


1 O W the ſons of Reuben the firſt born of Iſrael, 
| (for he [was] the firſt born; but foraſmuch as 
he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given unto 
the ſons of Joſeph the ſon of Iſrael: and the genealogy 
2 is not to be reckoned after the birthright. For Judah 
prevailed above his brethren, and of him [came] the 


3 chief ruler; but the birthright [was] Joſeph's:) The 


ſons, [I fay,] of Reuben the firſt born of Iſrael were, 


4 Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. The ſons 


of Joel; Shemaiah his ſon, Gog his ſon, Shimei his 


5 ſon,” Micah his ſon, Reaia his fon, Baal his ſon, 
6 Beerah his ſon, whom Tilgath-pilneſer king of Aſſyria 


carried away [captive :] he [was] prince of the Reu- 

7 benites. And his brethren by their families, when the 
genealogy of their generations was reckoned, [were] 

8 the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, And Bela the ſon of 
Azaz, the ſon of Shema, the ſon of Joel, who dwelt 

9 in Aroer, eyen unto Nebo and Baal-meon: And = 
war 
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Ward he inhabited unto the entering in of the wilder- 
neſs from the river Euphrates : becauſe their cattle 
10 were multiplied in the land of Gilead. And in the days 

of Saul they made war with the Hagarites, who fell by 
their hand : and they dwelt in their tents throughout 

all the eaſt [land] of Gilead. | 
11 And the children of Gad dwelt over againſt them, in 
12 the land of Baſhan unto Salcah: Joel the chief, and 
Shapham the next, and Jaanai, and Shaphat in Baſhan. 
13 And their brethren of the houſe of their fathers [were, ] 
. Michael, and Meſhullam, and Sheba, and Jorai, and 
14 Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, ſeven. Theſe [are] the 
children of Abihail the ſon of Huri, the ſon of Jaroah, 
the ſon of Gilead, the ſon of Michael, the ſon of Jeſhi- 
15 ſhai, the ſon of Jahdo, the ſon of Buz; Ahi the fon 
of Abdiel, the ſon of Guni, chief of the houſe of their 
16 fathers. And they dwelt in Gilead in Baſhan, and in 
her towns, and in all the ſuburbs of Sharon, upon their 

-17 borders. All theſe were reckoned by genealogies in 

the days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the days of 

Jeroboam king of Iſrael. | 

18 The ſons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and half the 
tribe of Manaſleh, of valiant men, men able to bear 
buckler and (word, and to ſhoot with bow, and ſkilful 
in war, [were] four and forty thouſand ſeven hundred 
19 and threeſcore, that went out to the war. And they 
made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and Nephiſn, 

20 and Nodab. And they were helped againſt them, and 
the Hagarites were delivered into their hand, and all 
that [were] with them: for they cried to God in the 
battle, and he was intreated of them ; becauſe they put 

21 their truſt in him. And they took away their cattle ; 
of their camels fifty thouſand, and of ſheep two hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand, and of aſſes two thouſand, and 
22 of men an hundred thouſand, For there fell down 
many ſlain, becauſe the war [was] of God. And they 
23 dwelt in their fteads until the captivity. And the 
children of the half tribe of Manaſſeh dwelt in the land: 
they increaſed from Baſhan unto Baal-hermon and 

24 Senir, and unto mount Hermon. And theſe [were] 
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the heads of their fathers, even Epher, and Iſhi, and 

Ehel, and Azriel, and Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and 

Jahdiel, mighty men of valour, famous men, [and 

25 heads of the houſe of their fathers. And they tranſ- 

greſſed againſt the God of their fathers, and went a 

whoring after the gods of the people of the land, whom 

26 God deſtroyed before them. And the God of Iſrael 

ſtirred up the ſpirit of Pul king of Aſſyria, and the 

ſpirit of Tilgath-pilneſer king of Aſſyria, and he car- 

. ried them away, even the Reubenites and the Gadites, 

and the half tribe of Manaſſeh, and brought them unto 

Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, 
unto this day. 


CHAP, VI. | 
The ſons of Levi ; the Iine of the pref th office of Aaron, aud 
| 4 9 


17 HE ſons of Levi; Gerſhon, Kohath, and Me- 
2 AK rari. And the ſons of Kohath ; Amram, Izhar, 
3 and Hebron, and Uzziel. And the children of Am- 
ram; Aaron, and Moſes, and Miriam. The ſons alſo 
of Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, 
4 Eleazar begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abiſhun, 
5 And Abiſhua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat Uzzi, 
6 And Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begat Mera- 
7 16th, Meraioth begat A mariah, and Amariah begat 
8 Ahitub, And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat 
9 Ahimaaz, and Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah 
10 begat Johanan, And Johanan begat Azariah, (he [it 
is] that executed the prieſt's office in the temple that 

11 Solomon built in Jeruſalem:) And Azariah begat 
12 Amariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub, And Ahitub 
13 begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Shallum, And Shal- 
14 lum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat Azariah, And 
Axariah begat Seraiah, and Seraiah begat Jehozadak, 
15 And Jehozadak went {into captivity,] when the Los» 
carried away. Judah and Jeruſalem by the hand of Ne 
achad- 
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16 chadnezzar. The ſons of Levi; Gerſhom, Kohath, 
17 and Merari. And theſe [be] the names of the ſons of 


18 Gerſhom; Libni, and Shimei. And the ſons of Ko- 


hath [were,] Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and 
19 Uzziel. The ſons of Merari; Mahli, and Muſhi. 
| And theſe [are] the families of the Levites according 
20 to their fathers. Of Gerſhom ; Libni his ſon, Jahath 
21 his ſon, Zimmah his ſon, Joah his ſon, Iddo his ſon, 
22 Zerah his ſon, Jeaterai his ſon. The ſons of Kohath; 
Amminadab his ſon, Korah his ſon, Aſſir his ſon, 

23 Elkanah his ſon, and Ebiaſaph his ſon, and Aſſir his 
24 fon, Tahath his ſon, Uriel his ſon, Uzziah his fon, 
25 and Shaul his ſon. And the ſons of Elkanah; Amaſai, 
26 and Ahimoth. [As for] Elkanah: the ſons of Elka- 
27 nah; Zophai his ſon, and Nahath his fon, Eliab his 
28 ſon, Jeroham his ſon, Elkanah his ſon. And the ſons 
29 of Samuel; the firſt born Vaſhni, and Abiah. The 
ſons of Merari, Mahli, Libni his ſon, Shimei his ſon, 

30 yo his ſon, Shimei his ſon, Haggiah his ſon, Aſaiah 

is ſon. | q 

31 And theſe [are they] whom David ſet over the ſer- 
vice of ſong in the houſe of the Lorp; after that the 

32 ark had reſt. And they miniſtered before the dwelling 
place of the tabernacle of the congregation with ſinging, 
until Solomon had built the houſe of the Lozp in 

| Jeruſalem: and [then] they waited on their office ac- 
33 cording to their order. And theſe [are] they that 
waited with their children. Of the ſons of the Koha- 
thites; Heman a finger, the ſon of Joel, the ſon of 

34 Shemuel, The fon of Elkanah, the ſon of Jeroham, 
35 the ſon of Eliel, the ſon of Toah, The ſon of Zuph, 
the ſon of Elkanah, the ſon of Mahath, the ſon of 

36 Amaſai, The ſon of Elkanah, the ſon of Joel, the ſon 
37 of Azariah, the ſon of Zephaniah, The ſon of Tahath, 
the ſon of Aſſir, the ſon of Ebiaſaph, the ſon of Ko- 

38 rab, The ſon of Izhar, the fon of Kohath, the fon of 
39 Levi, the fon of Iſrael. And his brother Aſaph, who 


ſtood on his right hand, [even] Aſaph the ſon of Bera- 


40 chiah, the ſon of Shimea, the ſon of Michael, the ſon 
41 of Baaſeiah, the ſon of Malchiah, The ſon of Ethni, 


L CHRONICLES. vi. 569. 


370 I. CHRONICLES. VI. 


42 the ſon of Zerah, the ſon of Adaiah, The fon of Eth. 
43 an, the ſon of Zimmah, the ſon of Shimei, The ſon of 
44 Jahath, the fon of Gerſhom, the ſon of Levi. And 
their brethren the ſons of Merari [ſtood] on the left 
hand: Ethan the ſon of Kiſhi, the fon of Abdi, the 
45 ſon of Malluch, The fon of Haſhabiah, the ſon of 
46 Amaziah, the ſon of Hilkiah, the ſon of Amzi, the 
47 ſon of Bani, the ſon of Shamer, The ſon of Mahli, the 
. ſon of Muſhi, the ſon of Merari, the ſon of Levi. 
48 Their brethren alſo the Levites [were] appointed unto 
all manner of ſervice of the tabernacle 4 the houſe of 

49 But Aaron and his ſons offered upon the altar of the 
burnt offering, and on the altar of incenſe, and were 
appointed] for all the work of the [place] moſt holy, 
and to make an atonement for Iſrael, according to all 
so that Moſes the ſervant of God had commanded, And 

. theſe [are] the ſons of Aaron; Eleazar his ſon, Phine- 
51 has his ſon, Abiſhua his ſon, Bukki his ſon, Uzzi his 
52 fon, Zerahiah his ſon, Meraioth his ſon, Amariah his 
53 ſon, Ahitub his ſon, Zadok his fon, Ahimaaz his fon. 
54 Now theſe [are] their dwelling — throughout 
their caſtles in their coaſts, of the ſons of Aaron, of 
the families of the Kohathites : for their's was the lot. 
55 And they gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, and 
46 the ſuburbs thereof round about it. But the fields of 
the city, and the villages thereof, they gave to Caleb 
57 the fon of Jephunneh. And to the ſons of Aaron they 
gave the cities of Judah, [namely,] Hebron, [the 
city] of refuge, and Libnah with her ſuburbs, and Jat- 
58 tir and Eſnhtemoa, with their ſuburbs, And Hilen with 
59 her ſuburbs, Debir with her ſuburbs, And Aſhan with 
60 her ſuburbs, and Beth-ſhemeſh with her ſuburbs, And 
out of the tribe of Benjamin; Geba with her ſuburbs, 
and Alemeth with her {.burbs, and Anathoth with her 
fuburbs. All their cities throughout their families 
61 [were] thirteen cities. And unto the ſons of Kohath, 
which were] left of the family of that tribe, [were 
cities given] out of the half tribe, namely, out of] the 
G2 half [tribe] of Manaſſeh, by lot, ten cities. And * 
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the ſons of Gerſhom throughout their families [were 
given] out of the tribe of Iflachar, and out of the tribe 
of Aſher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of 
63 the tribe of Manaſſeh in Baſhan, thirteen cities. Unto 
the ſons of Merari [were given] by. lot, throughout 
their families, out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of 
the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, 
64 twelve cities. And the children of Iſrael gave to the 
65 Levites [theſe] cities with their ſuburbs. And they 
gave by lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, 
and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, and out 

of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, theſe cities, 

66 which are called by [their] names. And [the refidue] 
of the families of the ſons of Kohath had cities of their 

67 coaſts out of the tribe of Ephraim. And they gave 
unto them, [of] the cities of refuge, Shechem in 
mount Ephraim with her ſuburbs; [they gave] alſo 
68 Gezer with her ſuburbs, And Jokmeam with her ſub- 
69 urbs, and Beth-horon with her ſuburbs, And Aijalon 
with her ſuburbs, and Gath-rimmon with her ſuburbs: 

70 And out of the half tribe of Manaſſeh; Aner with her 
ſuburbs, and Bileam with her ſuburbs, for the family 

71 of the remnant of the ſons of Kohath. Unto the ſons 
of Gerſhom [were given] out of the family of the half 
tribe of Manaſſeh, Golan in Baſhan with her ſuburbs, 
72 and Aſhtaroth with her ſuburbs. And out of the tribe 
of Iflachar ; Kedeſh with her ſuburbs, Daberath with 

73 her ſuburbs, And Ramoth with her ſuburbs, and 
74 Anem with her ſuburbs: And out of the tribe of Aſher; 
Maſhal with her ſuburbs, and Abdon with her ſuburbs, 

75 And Hukok with her ſuburbs, and Rehob with her 
76 ſuburbs: And out of the tribe of Naphtali; Kedeſh in 
Galilee with her ſuburbs, and Hammon with her 

77 ſuburbs, and Kirjathaim with her ſuburbs. Unto the 


reſt of the children of Merari [were given] out of the 


tribe of Zebulun, Rimmon with her ſuburbs, Tabor 


Jericho, on the eaſt fide of Jordan, [were given them 


78 with her ſuburbs: And on the other fide Jordan S 


dodut of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the wilderneſs wi 
79 her ſuburbs, and Jahzah with her ſuburbs, Kedemoth 
Rs alſo 
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alſo with her ſuburbs, and Mephaath with her ſuburbs: 
80 And out of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in Gilead with 
$1 her fuburbs, and Mahanaim with her ſuburbs, And 

Heſhbon with her ſuburbs, and Jazer with her ſuburbs. 
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The fo of Uachar, . -roa Naphtali, Manaſſeh, and 


OW. the ſons of Iflachar e Tola, and 
5 Puah, Jaſhub, and Shimron, four. And the 
ſons of Tola; Uzzi and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and 
Jahmai, and Jibam, and Shemuel, heads of their fa. 
 ther's houſe, [to wit,] of Tola: [they were] valiant 
men of might in their generations; whoſe number 
was] in the days of David two and twenty thouſand 
3 and fix hundred. And the ſons of Uzzi; Izrahiah: 
and the ſons of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and 
4 Joel, Iſhiah, five: all of them chief men. And with 
them, by their generations, after the houſe of their fa- 
thers, [were] bands of ſoldiers for war, fix and thirty 
thouſand men:] for they had many wives and ſons, 
5 And their brethren among all the families of Iſſachar 
I {were} valiant men of might, reckoned in all by their 
_ genealogies fourſcore and ſeven thouſand. 
6 {The ſons] of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, and 
7 Jediael, three. And the ſons of Bela; Ezbon, and 
Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads 
of the houſe of [their] fathers, mighty men of valour; 
and were reckoned by their ir genealogies twenty and two 
g thouſand and thirty and four. And the ſons of Becher; 
Zemira, and Joaſh, and Eliezer, and Elioenai, and 
Omti, and Jerimoth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and 
All theſe [are] the ſons of Becher. And the 
number of them, after their by their genera- 
tions, heads of the houſe. of their fathers, mighty men 
of valour, [was] twenty thouſand and two hundred. 
6 — RE 


han; Jeuſh, and Benjamin, and Ehud, and Chena- 
11 anah, and Zethan, and Tharſhiſh, and Ahiſhahar. All 
theſe the ſons of Jediael, by the heads of their fathers, 
mighty men of valour, [were] ſeventeen thouſand and 
two hundred {foldiers,] fit to go out for war [and] 
12 battle. Shuppim alſo, and Huppim, the children of 
Ir, (and] Huſhim, the ſons of Aher. 
13 The ſons of Naphtali; Jahziel, and Guni, and 
Jezer, and Shallum, the ſons of Bilhah. | 
14 The ſons of Manaſſeh; Aſhriel, whom ſhe bare: 
(Ibut] his concubine the Aramiteſs bare Machir the 
15 father of Gilead: And Machir took to wife ¶ the ſiſter] 
of Huppim and Shuppim, whoſe ſiſter's name [was] 
| Maachah;) and the name of the ſecond was] Zelophe- 
16 had: and Zelophehad had daughters. And Maacha 
the wife of Machir bare a ſon, and ſhe called his name 
Pereſh; and the name of his brother was Shereſh ; 
17 and his ſons [were] Ulam and Rakem. And the ſons 
of Ulam; Bedan. Theſe [were] the ſons of Gilead, 
18 the ſon of Machir, the fon of Manaſſeh. And his ſiſter 
Hammoleketh bare Iſhod, and Abiezer, and Mahalah. 
19 And the ſons of Shemidah were, Ahian, and Shechem, 
and Likhi, and Aniam. 


20 And the ſons of Ephraim; Shuthelah, and Bered his 


ſon, and Tahath his ſon, and Eladah his ſon, and 
21 Tahath his ſon, And Zabad his ſon, and Shuthelah his 
ſon, and Ezer, and Elead, whom the men of Gath ſ that 
were] born in [that] land flew, becauſe they came down 
22 to take away their cattle. And Ephraim their father 
mourned many days, and his brethren came to comfort 
23 him. And when he went in to his wife, ſhe conceived, 


and bare a ſon, and he called his name Beriah, becauſe 


24 it went evil with his houſe. (And his daughter [was] 

Sherah, who built Beth-horon the nether, and the up- 
25 per, and Uzzen-ſherah.) And Rephah [was] his fon, 

alſo Reſheph, and Telah his fon, and Tahan his fon, 
26 Laadan his fon, Ammihud his ſon, Eliſnama his fon, 

27 Non his ſon, Jehoſhua his ſon. 

28 And their poſſeſſions and habitations [were, ] Beth- el 
and the towns thereof, andeaſtward Naaran, and weſtward 


Gezer 
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Geer with the towns thereof; Shechem alſo and the 
29 towns thereof, unto Gaza and the towns thereof: And 
. by the borders of the children of Manaſſeh, Beth. 
| ; ſhean and her towns, Taanach and her towns, Megid. 
do and her towns, Dor and her towns. In theſe dwelt 

the children of Joſeph the ſon of Iſrael. | 

20 The ſons of Aſher; Imnah, and Iſuah, and Iſhuai, 
i and Beriah, and Serah their fiſter. And the ſons of 
Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel, who [is] the father of 

32 Birzavith. And Heber begat Japhlet, and Shomer, 
3 and Hotham, and Shua their filter. And the ſons of 
0 | Japhlet ; Paſach, and Bimhal, and Aſhvath. Theſe 
4 34 [are] the children of Japhlet. And the ſons of Sha- 
35 mer; Ahi, and Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram. And 
the ſons of his brother Helem ; Zophah, and Imna, 

36 and Sheleſh, and Amal. The ſons of Zophah ; Suah, 
and Harnepher, and Shual, and Beri, and Imrah, 
37 Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma, and Shilſha, and 
38 Ithran, and Beera. And the ſons of Jether; Jephun- 
39 neh, and Piſpah, and Ara. And the ſons of Ulla; 
40 Arah, and Haniel, and Rezia. All theſe [were] the 
children of Aſher, heads of [their] father's houſe, 
choice [and] mighty men of valour, chief of the prin- 

ces. And the number throughout the genealogy of 
them that were apt to the war [and] to battle | was] 

twenty and fix thouſand men. 8 
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| CHAP. VIII. 
The ſorts and chief men of Benjamin; and the flock of Saul and 


Fonathan. © + 


2 N OW Benjamin begat Bela his firſt born, Aſhbe! 
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| 2 the ſecond, and Aharah the third, Nohah the 
4 3 fourth, and Rapha the fifth. And the ſons of Bel 
THE 4 were, Addar, and Gera, and Abihud, And Abiſhua, 
| | 5 and Naaman, and Ahoah, And Gera, and Shephu- 
6-phan, and Huram. And theſe [are] the ſons of Ehud: 


theſe are the heads of the fathers of the * iq 
e 
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7 Geba, and they removed them to Manahath: And 
Naaman, and Ahiah, and Gera, he removed them, 
8 and begat Uzza, and Ahiud. And Shaharaim begat 
[children] in the country of Moab, after he had ſent 
9 them away; Huſhim and Baara [were] his wives. And 
he begat of Hodeſh his wife, Jobab, and Zibia, and 
to Meſha, and Malcham, And Jeuz, and Shachia, and 
Mirma. Theſe [were] his ſons, heads of the fathers. - 

11 12 And of Huſhim he begat Abitub, and Elpaal. 'The 
ſons of Elpaal; Eber, and Miſham, and Shamed, who 
13 built Ono, and Lod, with the towns thereof: . Beriah 
alſo, and Shema, who [were] heads of the fathers of 
the inhabitants of Aijalon, who drove away the inha- 

14 bitants of Gath : And Ahio, Shaſhak, and Jeremoth, 
15 16 And Zebadiah, and Arad, and Ader, And Mi- 
17 chael, and Iſpah, and Joha, the ſons of Beriah; And 
Zebadiah, and Meſhullam, and Hezeki, and Heber, 
18 Iſhmerai alſo, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the ſons of 
19.20 Elpaal ; And Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi, And 
21 Elienat, and Zilthai, and Eliel, And Adaiah, and 
22 Beraiah, and Shimrath, the ſons of Shimhi ; And Iſh- 
23 pan, and Heber, and Eliel, And Abdon, and Zichri, 
24 and Hanan, And Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothi- 
25 jah, And Iphedeiah, and Penuel, the ſons of Shaſhak; 
26 27 And Shamſherai, and Shehariah, and Athaliah, And 
Jareſiah, and Eliah, and Zichri, the ſons of Jeroham. 

28 Theſe [were] heads of the fathers, by their genera- 
29 tions, chief [men.] Theſe dwelt in Jeruſalem. And 
at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon ; whoſe wife's 

30 name [was] Maachah: And his firſt born ſon Abdon, 
31 and Zur, and Kiſh, and Baal, and Nadab, And Gedor, 
32 and Ahio, and Zacher. And Mikloth begat Shimeah, 
And theſe alſo dwelt with their brethren in Jeruſalem, 
over againſt them. | 18 

33 And Ner begat Kiſh, and Kiſh begat Saul, and 
Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi-ſhua, and Abinadab, 

34 and Eſh-baal. And the fon of Jonathan [was] Merib- 
35 baal; and Merib-baal begat, Micah. And the ſons of 
Micah [were,] Pithon, and Melach, and Tarea, and 
36 Ahaz, And Ahaz begat Jehoadah, and Jehoadah be- 


gat 


3 
38 his fon, Eleafah his ſon, Azel his ſon: And Aze 
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gat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri 

7 begat Moza; And Moza begat Binea : Rapha [ores] 
had 

fix ſons, whoſe names [are] theſe, Azrikam, Bocheru, 
and Iſhmael, and Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan. 

39 All theſe [were] the ſons of Azel. And the ſons of 
Eſhek his brother [were,] Ulam his firſt born, Jehuſh 


40 the ſecond, and Eliphelet the third. And the ſons of 


Ulam were mighty men of valour, archers, and had 
many ſons, — ſons? ſons, an hundred and fifty. All 
theſe [are] of the ſons of Benjamin. 


| m—— — == 
CHAP. IX. 


\ Concerning the original regiſters of the genealogies of Ijrael ad 


Judah; the charge of certain Levites; and the ſtack of 
Saul and Jonathan. 
1 QO all Iſrael were reckoned by and, 
behold, they [were] written in the book of the 
kings of Iſrael and Judah, [who] were carried away to 

2 Babylon for their tranſgreſſion. Now the firſt inhabi- 
tants that [dwelt] in their poſſeſſions in their cities 
[were] the Iſraelites, the prieſts, Levites, and the 

3 Nethinims. And in Jeruſalem dwelt of the children 

of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, and of the 

4 children of Ephraim, and Manafſeh; Uthai the fon 

of Ammihud, the ſon of Omri, the fon of Imri, the 

- fon of Bani, of the children of Pharez the fon of Judah. 


5 And of the Shilonites ; Aſaiah the firſt born, and his 


-6 fons. And of the ſons of Zerah ; Juel, and their bre- 
7 thren, fix hundred and ninety. And of the ſons of 
Benjamin; Sallu the ſon of Meſhullam, the ſon of 

8 Hodaviah, the fon of Haſenuah, And Ibneiah the 
ſon of Jeroham, and Elah the ſon of Uzzi, the ſon of 
Michri, and Meſhullam the fon of She] athiah; the 

9 fon of Reuel, the fon of Ibnijah; And their brethren, 
according to their generations, nine hundred and fifty 
and fix. All theſe men [were] chief of the fathers in 

10 
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10 And of the prieſts; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, and 


11 Jachin, And Azariah the ſon of Hilkiah, the ſon of 
Meſhullam, the fon of Zadok, the fon of Meraioth, 
12 the ſon of Ahitub, the ruler of the houſe of God; And 
Adaiah the fon of Jeroham, the ſon of Paſhur, the ſon 
of Malchijah, and Maafiai the ſon of Adiel, the ſon of 
Jahzerah, the ſon of Meſhullam, the fon of Meſhil- 
13 lemith, the ſon of Immer; And their brethren, heads 
of the houſe of their fathers, a thouſand and ſeven hun- 
dred and threeſcore ; very able men for the work of the 
ſervice of the houſe of God. W | 

14 And of the Levites; Shemaiah the ſon of Hasſhub, 
the ſon of Azrikam, the ſon of Haſhabiah, of the ſons 
15 of Merari; And Bakbakkar, Hereſh, and Galal, and 
Mattaniah the ſon of Micah, the ſon of Zichri, the ſon 
16 of Aſaph; And Obadiah the ſon of Shemaiah, the ſon 
of Galal, the ſon of Jeduthun, and Berechiah the fon 
of Aſa, the ſon of Elkanah, that dwelt in the villages 
17 of the Netophathites. And the porters [were, ] Shal- 
lum, and Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, and 
18 their brethren : Shallum [was] the chief ; Who hither- 
to [waited] in the king's gate eaſtward : they [were] 
19 porters in the companies of the children of Levi. And 
Shallum the ſon of Kore, the ſon of Ebiaſaph, the ſon 
of Korah, and his brethren, of the houſe of his father, 
the Korahites, [were]. over the work of the ſervice, 
keepers of the gates of the tabernacle : and their fathers, 
[ being] over the hoſt of the Loxo, 1 keepers of 
20 the entry. And Phinehas the ſon of Eleazar was the 
ruler over them in time paſt, [and] the Lon o [was] 
21 with him. [And] Zechariah the ſon of Meſhelemiah 
was] porter of the door of the tabernacle of the con · 
22 gregation. All theſe [which were] choſen to be porters 
in the gates [were] two hundred and twelve. Theſe 
were reckoned by their genealogy in their villages, 
whom David and Samuel the ſeer did ordain in their 


23 ſet office. So they and their children [had] the overſight 


of the gates of the houſe of the Lox," I namely, ] the 


84 houſe of the tabernacle, by wards. In four quarters 


| vere the porters, toward the weſt, north, and 
Vor. III.“ Oo ha 


ſouth. 


578 I. CHRONICLES. IX. 
25 ſouth. And their brethren, [which were] in their vil- 
lages, [were] to come after ſeven days from time to 
26 time with them. For theſe Levites, the four- chief 
| Porters, were in [their] ſet office, and were over the 
27 chambers and treaſuries of the houſe of God. And 
they lodged round about the houſe of God, becauſe the 
charge [was] upon them, and the opening thereof 
28 every morning | pertained] to them. And ſcertain] of 
them had the charge of the miniſtering veſſels, that 
29 they ſhould bring them in and out by tale. [Some] 
of them alſo [were] appointed to overſee the veſſels, 
and all the inſtruments of the ſanctuary, and the fine 
flour, and the wine, and the oil, and the frankincenſe, 
30 and the ſpices, And [ſome] of the ſons of the prieſts 
31 made the ointment of the ſpices.” And Mattithiah, 
one] of the Levites, who [was] the firſt born of Shal- 
lum the Korahite, had the ſet office over the things 
32 that were made in the pans. And [other] of their bre- 
_ thren of the ſons of the Kohathites, [were] over the 
33 ſhew bread, to prepare [it] every ſabbath. And theſe 
ſare] the fingers, chief of the fathers of the Levites, 
[who remaining] in the chambers [were] free: for th 
34 were employed in ¶ that] work day and night. Theſe 
chief fathers of the Levites were] chief throughout 
their generatians: theſe dwelt at Jeruſalem, 
And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, Jehiel, 
36 whoſe wife's name [was] Maacha : And his firſt born 
ſon Abdon, then Zur, and Kiſh, and Baal, and Ner, 
37 and Nadab, And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zechariah, 
38 and Mikloth. And Mikloth begat Shimeam. And 
they alſo dwelt with their brethren at Jeruſalem, over- 
39 againſt their brethren. And Ner begat Kiſh; and Kiſh 
begat Saul; and Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi- 
40 ſhua, and Abinadab, and Eſh-baal. And the fon of 
Jonathan [was] Merib-baal: and Merib-baal begat 
41. Micah. And the ſons of Micah [ were, ] Pithon, and 
42 Melech, and Tahrea, [and Ahaz, | ch. viii. 38. And 
__  Ahaz _ Jarah; and Jarah begat Alemeth, and 
43 Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begat Moza; And 
Moza begat Binea; and Rephaiah his ſon, 1 
4 - ſon, 
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44 ſon, Azel his ſon. And Azel had fix ſons, whoſe 
names [are] theſe, Azrikam, Bocheru, ani Iſhmael, 
and Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan : theſe [were] 
the ſons of Azel. | | 


— —— ' — — —— gn 
CHAP. X. 

An account of the overthrow and death of Saul; the triumph of 
the Philiſtines over him; and the kindneſs of the men of Fabeſb- 
gilead to him and his ſons. W916 

I OW the Philiſtines fought againſt Iſrael ; and 
the men of Iſrael fled from before the Philiſt- 

2 ines, and fell down ſlain in mount Gilboa. And the 

Philiſtines followed hard after Saul, and after his ſons ; 
and the Philiſtines flew Jonathan, and Abinadah, and 

3 Malchiſhua, the ſons of Saul. And the battle went 


ſore againſt Saul, and the archers hit him, and he was | 
4 wounded of the archers. Then ſaid Saul to his armour- 1 


bearer, Draw thy ſword, and thruſt me through there- 4 1 
with; leſt theſe uncircumciſed come and abuſe me. 1 

But his armourbearer would not; for he was ſore afraid. | | 
5 So Saul took a ſword, and fell upon it. And when his 


armourbearer ſaw that Saul was dead, he fell likewiſe on | 
6 the ſword, and died. So Saul died, and his three fons | f 
7 and all his houſe died together. And when all the men 
of Iſrael that [were] in the valley ſaw that they fled, and | 
that Saul and his ſons were dead, then they forſook | 
their cities, and fled: and the Philiſtines came and | 
dwelt in them. | 
8s Anditcame to paſs on the morrow, when the Phi- | 
liſtines came to ſtrip the lain, that they found Saul 
9 and his ſons fallen in mount Gilboa. And when they 4 
had ſtripped him, they took his head, and his armour, 
and ſent into the land of the Philiſtines round about, to 
10 carry tidings unto their idols, and to the people. And 
they put his armour in the houſe of their gods, and 
| faſtened his head in the temple of Dagon. 
11 And when all Jabeſh-gilead heard all that the Phi- 
| O 0 2 liſtines 
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12 liſtines had done to Saul, They aroſe, all the valiant 


men, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies 
of his ſons, and brought them to Jabeſh, and buried 
their bones under the oak in Jabeſh, and faſted ſeven 
days. 22 
13 So Saul died for his tranſgreſſion which he commit- 
ted againſt the Logp, [even] _ the word of the 
Lon, which he kept not, and alſo for aſking ers 
of [one that had] a familiar ſpirit, to enquire [of it; 
14 And enquired not of the Loxp: therefore he flew him, 
and turned the kingdom unto David the ſon of Jeſſe. 


C H A P . XI. 1 | 

David by general confent is made king at Hebron; he wins 

the caſtle of Zion from the Jebuſites by Joab's valour; 

a catalogue of David's mighty men, with their principul 

atchievements. | | 

I & & HEN all Iſrael gathered themſelves to David 

unto Hebron, ſaying, Behold, we [are] thy 

2 bone and thy fleſh. 1 moreover in time paſt, even 

when Saul was king, thou [waſt] he that leddeſt out 

and broughteſt in Iſrael: and the Loxp thy God ſaid 

unto thee, Thou ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, and thou 

3 ſhalt be ruler over my people Iſrael. Therefore came 

all the eſders of Iſrael to the king to Hebron; and 

David made a covenant with them in Hebron before 

the Loxp ; and they anointed David king over Iſrael, 
according to the word of the Loxp by Samuel. 

4 And David and all Iſrael went to Jeruſalem, which 

[is] Jebus; where the Jebuſites were, ] the inhabitants 

5 of the land. And the inhabitants of Jebus ſaid to 

David, Thou ſhalt not come hither, Neverthelefs 

David took the caſtle of Zion, which £8] the city of 

6 David. And David faid, Whoſoever ſmiteth the Je- 

buſites firſt ſhall be chief and captain. So Joab the 

7 fon of Zeruiah went firſt up, and was chief. And 

David dwelt in the caſtle ; therefore they called it the 

ö a city 
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8 city of David. And he built the city round about, 

even from Millo round about: and Joab repaired the 
g reſt of the city. So David waxed greater and greater, 

10 for the Loxb of hoſts [was] with him. Theſe alſo 
[are] the chief of the mighty men whom David had, - 
who ſtrengthened themſelves with him in his kingdom, 
ſand] with all Iſrael, to make him king, according to 
the word of the Loxp concerning Iſrael. 

11 And this [is] the number of the mighty men whom 
David had ; Jaſhobeam, an Hachmonite, the chief of 
the captains : he lifted up his ſpear againſt three hun- 

12 dred ſain [by him] at one time. And after him [was] 
Eleazar the ſon of Dodo, the Ahohite, who [was one]. 

13 of the three mighties. He was with David at Paſ- 
dammim, and there the Philiſtines were gathered to- 

ther to battle, where was a parcel of ground full of 
| IT and the people fled from before the Philiſtines. 

14 And they ſet themſelves in the midſt of [that] parcel, 
and delivered it, and flew the Philiſtines; and the 

15 Lord faved [them] by a great deliverance, Now 

three of the thirty captains went down to the rock to 
David, into the cave of Adullam ; and the hoſt of the 

16 Philiftines encamped in the valley of Rephaim. And 
David [was] then in the hold, and the Philiſtines“ gar- 

7 riſon [was] then at Beth-lehem. And David longed, 

and faid, Oh that one would give me drink of the wa- 
ter of the well of Beth-lehem, that [is] at the gate 

18 And the three brake through the hoſt of the Philiſ- 
tines, and drew water out of the well of Beth-lehem, 
that [was] by the gate, and took [it] and brought [it] 
to David: but David would not drink [of] it, but 

19 poured it out to the Loxp, And ſaid, My God forbid 
it me, that I ſhould do this thing: ſhall I drink the 
blood of theſe men that have put their lives in jeo- 

| pardy? for with [the jeopardy of] their lives th 

| rought it. Therefore he would not drink it. Theſe 

20 things did theſe three mightieſt. And Abiſhai the 

brother of Joab, he was chief of the three : for lifti 

up his ſpear againſt three hundred, he flew [them, 

21 and had a name among the three. Of the three he 

O O 3 i was 


I. CHRONICLES. XI. 


was more honourable than the two; for he was their 
captain: howbeit he attained not to the | firſt] three. 
22 Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, the ſon of a valiant man 
of Kabzeel, who had done many acts; he flew two 


582 


lion like men of Moab : alſo he went down and flew a 


23 lion in a pit in a inowy day. And he flew an Egyp- 
tian, a man of [great] ſtature, five cubits high; and 
in the Egyptian's hand [was] a ſpear like a weaver's 
beam; and he went down to him with a ſtaff, and 
mp the ſpear out of the Egyptian's hand, and flew 

24 him with his own ſpear. Thele [things] did Benaiah 

| __ the ſon of Jehoiada, and had the name among the three 

25 mighties. Behold, he was honourable among the thirty, 
but attained not to the [firſt] three: and David ſet him 

26 over his guard. Alſo the valiant men of the armies 
[were] Aſahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the fon 

27 of Dodo of Beth-lehem, Shamoth the Harorite, Helez 

28 the Pelonite, Ira the fon of Ikkeſh the Tekoite, Abie- 

29 zer the Antothite, Sibbecai the Huſhathite, Ilai the 

30 Ahohite, Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the fon of 

31 Baanah the Netophathite, Ithai the ſon of Ribai of 
Gibeah, [that pertained] to the children of Benjamin, 

32 Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hurai of the brooks of Gaaſn, 

33 Abiel the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eli- 

34 ahba the Shaalbonite, The ſons of Haſhem the Gizo- 

35 nite, Jonathan the ſon of Shage the Hararite, Ahiam 

the ſon of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the fon of 

36 Ur, Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite, 

37 38 Hezro the Carmelite, Naari the fo of E:zbai, Joel 

_ . the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the fon of Haggeri, 

39 Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite, the ar- 

40 mourbearer of Joab the ſon of Zeruiah, Ira the Ith- 

41 rite, Gareb the Ithrite, Uriah the Hittite, Zabad the 

42 ſon of Ahlai, Adina the ſon of Shiza the Reubenite, a 

43 captain of the Reuhenites, and thirty with him, Hanan 

44 the ſon of Maachah, and Joſhaphat the Mithnite, Uz- 
zia the Aſhterathite, Shama and Jehiel the ſons of 

45 Hothan the Aroerite, Jediael the fon of Shimri, and 

46 Joha his brother, the Tizite, Eliel the Mahavite, and 


Jeribai, 
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 Jeribai, and Joſhaviah, the ſons of Elnaam, and Ith- 
47 mah the Moabite, Eliel, and Obed, and Jaſiel the 

Meſobaite. 


— 
* 


CH AP. XII. 


A lift of the companies that came to David at Ziklag ; and 
the armies that came to him at Hebron. 


1 OW theſe [are]. they that came to David to 
Ziklag, while he yet kept himſelf cloſe becauſe 

of Saul the fon of Kiſh: and they [were] among the 

2 mighty men, helpers of the war. ¶ They were] armed 
with bows, and could uſe both the right hand and the 
left in [hurling] ſtones and [ſhooting] arrows out of a 

3 bow, [even] of Saul's brethren of Benjamin. The 
chief [was] Ahiezer, then Joaſh, the ſons of Shemaah 
the Gibeathite ; and Jeziel, and Pelet, the ſons of Az- 
4 maveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Antothite, And 
Iſmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thir- 
ty, and over the thirty; and Jeremiah, and Jehaziel, 
5 and Johanan, and Joſabad the Gederathite, Eluzai, 
and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and Shemariah, and She- 

6 phatiah the Haruphite, Elkanah, and Jeſiah, and Aza- 
7 reel, and Joezer, and Jaſhobeam, the Korhites, And 
Joelah, and Zebadiah, the ſons of Jeroham of Gedor. 

8 And of the Gadites there ſeparated themſelves unto 
David into the hold to the wilderneſs men of might, 
[and] men of war [fit] for the battle, that could han- 

dle ſhield and buckler, whoſe faces [were like] the faces 

of lions, and [were] as ſwift as the roes upon the 

9 mountains; Ezer the firſt, Obadiah the ſecond, Eliab 
Io the third, Miſhmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 
11 12 Attai the fixth, Eliel the ſeventh, Johanan the 
13 eighth, Elzabad the ninth, Jeremiah the tenth, Mach- 
14 bani the eleventh. Theſe [were] of the ſons of Gad, 
captains of the hoſt : one of the leaſt [was] over an 

T5 hundred, and the greateſt over a thouſand. Theſe 
[are] they, that went over Jordan in the firſt month, 

O0 04 when 
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when it had overflown all his banks; and they put to 
flight all {them} of the vallies, both] toward the eaſt, 

16 and toward the weſt. And there came of the children 

17 of Benjamin and Judah to the hold unto David. And 
David went out to meet them, and anſwered and ſaid 
unto them, If ye be come ly unto me to help 
me, mine ta ſhall be knit unto you: but if [ye be 
come] to betray me to mine enemies, ſeeing [there is] 

no wrong in mine hands, the God of our fathers look 

18 [thereon,] and rebuke [it.] Then the ſpirit came 

upon Amaſai, [who was] chief of the captains, [and 
he taid,] I hine [are we,] David, and on thy fide, thou 
ſon of Jeſſe: e, peace [be] unto thee, and 
be ] to thine _— for thy God helpeth thee. Then 

avid received them, and made 9 captains of the 

19 band. And there fell [ſome] of Manaſſeh to David, 

when he came with the Philiſtines againſt Saul to bat- 
tle: but they helped them not: for the lords of the 
Philiftines upon adviſement ſent him away, ſaying, 
He will fall to his maſter Saul to [the jeo ardy of} ow 

20 heads. As he went to Zikl Sd ell to him of 
Manaſſeh, Adnah, and Jokes, and Jediael, and Mi- 
chael, and Jozabad, and Elthu, and Zilthai, captains 

21 of the thouſands that [were] of Manaſſeh. And 7 
helped David againſt the band [of the rovers: ] for 

they [were] all mighty men of valour, and were cap- 

22 tains in the hoft, For at [that] time day by Jy | 
there came to David to help him, until [it was] a great 
hoſt, like the hoſt of God. 

23 And theſe [are] the numbers of the bands [that 
were] ready armed to the war, [and] came to David to 
Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, accord- 

24 ing to the word of the Lond. The children of Judah 
that bare ſhield and ſpear [were] fix thouſand and eight 

25 hundred, ready armed to the war. Of the children of 
Simeon, mighty men of valour for the war, ſeven 

26 thouſand and one hundred. Of the children of Levi 

27 four thouſand and fix hundred. And Jehoiada [was] 

the leader of the Aaronites, and with him [were] three 

| wy . and ſeven hundred; And Zadok, a young 
man 
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man mighty of valour, and of his father's houſe twenty 

29 and two captains. And of the children of Benjamin, 
the kindred of Saul, three thouſand : for hitherto the 
greateſt part of them had kept the ward of the houſe 
30 of Saul. And of the children of Ephraim twenty thou- 
ſand and eight hundred, mighty men of valour, fa- 

31 mous throughout the houſe of their fathers. And of 
the half tribe of Manaſſeh eighteen thouſand, which 
were expreſſed by name, to come and make David 

32 king. And of the children of Iflachar, [which were 
men] that had underſtanding of the times, to know 
what Iſrael ought to do; the heads of them [were] two 
hundred; and all their brethren [were] at their com- 

33 mandment. Of Zebulun, ſuch as went forth to battle, 
in war, with all inſtruments of war, fifty thou- 

ſand, which could keep rank : [they were] not of dou- 

34 ble heart. And of Naphtali a thouſand captains, and 
with them with ſhield and ſpear thirty and ſeven 
35 thouſand. And of the Danites expert in war twenty 
36 and eight thouſand and fix hundred. And of Aſher, 
ſuch as went forth to battle, expert in war, forty thou- 

37 ſand. And on the other fide of Jordan, of the Reu- 
- benites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of 
Manaſſeh, with all manner of inſtruments of war for 

38 the battle, an hundred and twenty thouſand, All 
- _- theſe men of war, that could keep rank, came with a 
perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all 
Ifrael : and all the reſt alſo of Iſrael — of one 

39 heart to make David king. And there they were with 
David three days, eating and drinking: for their bre- 

40 thren had prepared for them. Moreover they that 
were nigh them, [even] unto Iſſachar and Zebulun 
and Naphtali, brought bread on aſſes, and on camels, 
and on mules, and on oxen, [and] meat, meal, cakes 

of figs, and bunches of raiſins, and wine, and oil, and 


oxen, and ſheep abundantly : for [there was] joy in 
Iſrael A eee 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XIII. 


David, with great ſolenmity, fetches the ark from Kiriath: 
jearim; Uzza being ſmitten for putting his hand to it, the 
art is left at the houſe of Obed-edom. 


I ND David conſulted with the captains of thou. 
ſands and hundreds, [and] with every leader. 
2 And David ſaid unto all the congregation of Iſrael, If 
lit ſeem] good unto you, and | that it be] of the Logy 
our God, let us ſend abroad unto our brethren every 
where, [that are] left in all the land of Iſrael, and with 
them [alſo] to the prieſts and Levites [which are] in 
their cities [and] ſuburbs, that they may gather them- 
3 ſelves unto us: And let us bring again the ark of our 
God to us: for we enquired not at it in the days of 
4 Saul. And all the congregation ſaid that they would 
do ſo: for the thing was right in the eyes of all the 
5 people. So David gathered all Iſrael together, from 
Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, to 
6 bring the ark of God from Kirjath- jearim. And David 
went up, and OG to _ irq is,] to Kir- 
jath- jearim, which [belonged] to Judah, to bring u 
Token the ark of 52 — Lok, that dwelleth be 
tween] the cherubims, whoſe name is called ſon it.) 
7 And they carried the ark of God in a new cart out of 
the houſe of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave the 
$ cart. And David and all Iſrael played before God with 
all [their] might, and with finging, and with harps, 
and with pſalteries, and with timbrels, and with cym- 
bals, and with trumpets. 
'9 And when they came unto the threſhing floor of 
Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; for 
10 the oxen ſtumbled. And the anger of the Logp was 
kindled againſt Uzza, and he ſmote him, becauſe he 
put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God. 
11 And David was diſpleaſed, becauſe the Loxp had 
made a breach upon Uzza : wherefore that place is cal- 
12 led Perez-uzza to this day, And David was afraid of 
God that day, ſaying, How ſhall 1 bring the 15 4 
0 
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13 God [home] to me? So David brought not the ark 

* [home] to himſelf to the city of David, but carried it 

14 aſide into the nouſe of Obed-edom the Gittite, And 
the ark of God remained with the family of Obed- 
edom in his houſe three months. And the Lozp bleſſ- 
ed the houſe of Obed-edom, and all that he had. 


a 


C HNA. ALF. 


An account of Hiram's kindneſs to David; of David's felicity in 
people, wives, and children; and of his two victories. 


I OW Hiram king of Tyre ſent meſſengers to 
N David, and timber of cedars, with maſons and 

- carpenters, to build him an houſe. 

2 And David perceived that the Loxp had confirmed 
him king over Iſrael, for his kingdom was lifted up on 
high, becauſe of his people Iſrael. 

And David took more wives at Jeruſalem : and Da- 

4 vid begat more ſons and daughters. Now theſe [are] 
the names of [his] children which he had in Jeruſalem; 

5 Shammua, and Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon, And 

6 Ibhar, and Eliſhua, and Elpalet, And No and 

7 Nepheg, and Japhia, And Eliſhama, and Fling, | 
and Eliphalet. | 

8 And when the Philiſtines heard that David was 
anointed king over all Ifrael, all the Philiſtines went 
up to ſeek David. And David heard [of it,] and went 

9 out againſt them. And the Philiſtines came and ſpread 

10 themſelves in the valley of Rephaim. And David en- 
quired of God, ſaying, Shall I go up againſt the Phi- 
liſtines? and wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? 
And the Lonp faid unto him, Go up; for I will de- 

11 liver them into thine hand. So they came up to Baal- 

perazim; and David ſmote them Md Then David 
id, God hath broken in upon mine enemies by mine 
hand like the breaking forth of waters: therefore they 

12 called the name of that place Baal-perazim. And when 
they had left their gods there, David gave a command. 

ment 
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13 ment, and they were burned with fire. And the Phi. 
liſtines yet again ſpread themſelves abroad in the valley. 

14 Therefore David enquired again of God; and Gog 
faid unto him, Go not up after them; turn away from 
them, and come upon them overagainſt the mul 

15 trees. And it ſhall be, when thou - ſhalt hear a found 

of going in the tops of the mulberry trees, [that] then 

thou ſhalt go out to battle: for God is gone forth he. 

16 fore thee to ſmite the hoſt of the Phililines, David 
therefore did as God commanded him : and they ſmote 

the hoſt of the Fhiliſtines from Gibeon even to Gazer, 

17 And the fame of David went out into all lands; and 
the Loxp brought the fear of him upon all nations. 


CH AP. XV. 


David having prepared @ place for the ark, orders it to! 

brought from the houſe of Obed-edom ; which is performed 

| with preat demonſtrations of joy ; he is deſpiſed by Michal fur 
dancing before it. "BE: 

I ND [David] made him houſes in the city of Da. 

vid, and prepared a place for the ark of God, 

2 and pitched for it a tent. Then David ſaid, None 

| ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites: for 

them hath the Lon p choſen to carry the ark of God, 

3 and to miniſter unto him for ever. And David gather- 


ed all Iſrael together to Jeruſalem, to bring up the a: 


of the Lon unto his place, which he had prepared for 
4 it. And David aſſembled the children of Aaron, and 
5 the Levites: Of the ſons of Kohath ; Uriel the chief 
6 and his brethren an hundred and twenty: Of the ons 
of Merari; Afaiah the chief, and his brethren two hun- 


7 dred and twenty: Of the ſons of Gerſhom ; Joel the 
8 chief, and his þ 


rethren an hundred and thirty : Of the 
ſons of Elizaphan; Shemaiah the chief, and his br: 

9 thren two hundred : Of the ſons of Hebron ; Eliel th: 
10 chief, and his brethren fourſcore : Of the ſons of Ur 
ziel; Amminadab the chief, and his brethren an — 


8 


2 
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11 dred and twelve. And David called for Zadok and 
Abiathar the prieſts, and for the Levites, for Uriel, 
Aſaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, and Elie}, and Ammina- 

12 dab, And faid unto them, Ye [are] the chief of the 
fathers of the Levites: ſanctify yourſelves, [both] ye 
and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of 
the Loxp God of Iſrael unto [the place that] I have 

13 prepared for it. For becauſe ye [did it] not at the firſt, 
the Lon our God made a breach upon us, for that 

14 we ſought him not after the due order. So the prieſts 
and the Levites ſanctified themſelves to bring up the 

15 ark of the Lon D God of Iſrael. And the children of 
the Levites bare the ark of God upon their ſhoulders 
with the ſtaves thereon, as Moſes commanded, accord- 

16 ing to the word of the Lond. And David ſpake to the 
chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren [to be] 
the fingers with inſtruments of muſick, pſalteries, and 
harps, and cymbals, ſounding, by lifting up the voice 

17 with joy. So the Levites appointed Heman the ſon of 

Joel; and of his brethren, Aſaph the ſon of Berechiah; 
and of the ſons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the 

18 fon of Cuſhaiah; And with them their brethren of the 
ſecond [degree,} Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and 
Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and 


; Benaiah, and Maaſeiah, and Mattithiah, and Eliphe- 


leh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, the 
19 porters. So the fingers, Heman, Aſaph, and Ethan, 
20 [were appointed] to found with cymbals of braſs; And 
Zechariah, and Aziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, 
and Unni, and Eliab, and Maafeiah, and Benaiah, 
21. with pſalteries on Alamoth; And Mattithiah, and Eli- 
pheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, 


and Azaziah, with harps on the Sheminith to excel. 
22 And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, [was] for 


| ſong: he inſtructed about the ſong, becauſe he [was] 
23 ſkilful. And Berechiah and Elkanah [were] door- 


24 keepers for the ark. And Shebaniah and Jehoſhaphat, 
| and Nethaneel, and Amaſai, and Zechariah, and Be- 
naiah, and Eliezer, the prieſts, did blow with the 
trumpets before the ark of God : and Obed-edom and 
| Jehiah 


£ 
/ 
| 
: 
; 
: 

| 
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25 Jehiah [were] doorkeepers for the ark. So David, and 
the elders of Iſrael, and the captains over thouſands, 
went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Logy 

26 out of the houſe of Obed-edom with joy. And it came 
to paſs, when God helped the Levites that bare the ark 
of the covenant: of the Lorn, that they offered ſeven 

27 bullocks and feven rams. And David [was] clothed 
with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bate 
the ark, and the fingers, and Chenaniah the maſter of 
the ſong with the fingers : David alſo [had] upon him 

28 anephod of linen. Thus all Iſrael brought up the ark 

of the covenant of the Loxp with ſhouting, and with 
ſound of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cym. 
bals, making a noiſe with pſalteries and harps. 

29 And it came to pals, [as] the ark of the covenant of 
the Loxp came to the city of David, that Michal the 
daughter of Saul looking out at a window ſaw king 
David dancing and playing: and ſhe deſpiſed him 
in her heart. | 


En IVI. 


David's feſtival ſacrifice, and liberality to the people; he ap- 
pointeth a band of ſingers and muſick to praiſe the Lord; ani 
the pſalm of thankſgiving. * 

2 O they brought the ark of God, and ſet it in the 
midſt of the tent that David had pitched for it: 
and they offered burnt ſacrifices and peace offerings 
2 before God. And when David had made an end of 
offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he 
3 bleſſed the people in the name of the Loxp. And he 
dealt to every one of Iſrael, both man and woman, to 
every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of fleſh, and 

a flagon [of wine. 
4 And he appointed certain] of the Levites to miniſ- 
ter before the ark of the Loxp, and to record, and to 
5 thank and praiſe the Loxp God of Iſrael: Aſaph the 
chief, and next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemira- 

m 
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moth, and Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eltab, and 

Benaiah, and Obed-edom : and Jeiel with pſalteries 

and with harps; but Aſaph made a ſound with cymbals; 

6 Benaiah alſo and Jahaziel the prieſts with trumpets con- 
tinuaily before the ark of-the covenant of God. 

Then on that day David delivered firſt [this pſalm] 

to thank the Loxp, into the hand of Aſaph and his bre- 

$ thren. Give thanks unto the Lorp, call upon his 

g name, make known his deeds among the people. Sing 

unto him, ſing pſalms unto him, talk ye of all his won- 

10 drous works. Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart 

11 of them rejoice that ſeek the Lok D. Seek the Lorp 

12 and his ſtrength, ſeek his face continually. Remember 

his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, 

13 and the judgments of his mouth: O ye ſeed of Iſrael 

14 his ſervant, ye children of Jacob his choſen ones. He 

[is] the Lorp our God; his judgments [are] in all the 

15 earth. Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the 

word [which] he commanded to a thouſand generations; 

16 [Even of the covenant] which he made with Abraham, 

17 and of his oath unto Iſaac; And hath confirmed the 

ſame to Jacob for a law, [and] to Iſrael [for] an ever- 

18 laſting covenant, Saying, Unto thee will I give the land 

19 of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance; When ye were 

20 but few, even a few, and ſtrangers in it. And [when] 

they went from nation to nation, and from [one] king- 

21 dom to another people; He ſuffered no man to do 

them wrong : yea, he reproved kings for their ſakes, 

22 [Saying,] Touch not mine anointed, and do my pro- 

23 phets no harm. Sing unto the Loxp, all the earth; 

24 ſhow forth from day to day his ſalvation. Declare his 

A lory among the heathen; his marvellous works among 

25 all nations. For great [is] the Loxp, and greatly to 

be praiſed : he alſo [is] to be feared above all gods, 

26 For all the gods of the people [are] idols: but the Loxy- 

27 made the heavens. Glory and honour [are] in his 


if 28 preſence, ſtrength and gladneſs [are] in his place. Give 
to unto the Logp, ye kindreds of the people, give unto 
he 29 the Lord glory and ſtrength. Give unto the Lokp 
ra- the glory [due] unto his name: bring an offering, and 
th, come 
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25 Jehiah [were] doorkeepers for the ark. So David, and 


the elders of Iſrael, and the captains over thouſands, 
went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Logy 


26 out of the houſe of Obed-edom with joy. And it came 


to paſs, when God helped the Levites that bare the ark 
of the covenant: of the Loks, that they offered ſeven 


27 bullocks and feven rams. And David [was] clothed 


29 


with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare 
the ark, and the fingers, and Chenaniah the maſter of 
the ſong with the fingers : David alſo [had] upon him 


28 an ephod of linen. Thus all Iſrael brought up the ark 


of the covenant of the Loxp with ſhouting, and with 
ſound of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cym- 
bals, making a noiſe with pſalteries and harps. 

And it came to paſs, [as] the ark of the covenant of 
the Lorp came to the city of David, that Michal the 
daughter of Saul looking out at a window ſaw king 
David dancing and playing: and ſhe deſpiſed him 


in her heart. 


CHAP. XVI 


David's feſtival ſacrifice, and liberality to the people; he 72 


pointeth a band of ſingers and muſick to praiſe the Lord; and 
the pſalm of thankſgiving. 


x (© they brought the ark of God, and ſet it in the 


midſt of the tent that David had pitched for it: 
and they offered burnt ſacrifices and peace offerings 
2 before God. And when David had made an end of 
offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he 
3 bleſſed the people in the name of the Loxp. And he 
dealt to every one of Iſrael, both man and woman, to 
every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece of fleſh, and 

a flagon [of wine. ] | | 
And he appointed ſcertain] of the Levites to miniſ- 
ter before the ark of the Lorp, and to record, and to 
5 thank and praiſe the Lozxp God of Iſrael: Afaph the 
chief, and next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, 2 
m 
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moth, and Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and 
Benaiah, and Obed-edom : and Jeiel with pfalteries 
and with harps; but Aſaph made a ſound with cymbals; | 
6 Benaiah alſo and Jahaziel the prieſts with trumpets con- 
tinuaily before the ark of-the covenant of God. 
Then on that day David delivered firſt [this pſalm] 
to thank the Loxp, into the hand of Aſaph and his bre- 
'$ thren. Give thanks unto the Lorp, call upon his 
g name, make known his deeds among the people. Sing 
unto him, ſing pſalms unto him, talk ye of all his won- 
10 drous works. Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart 
11 of them rejoice that ſeek the Logp. Seek the Lorp 
12 and his ſtrength, ſeek his face continually. Remember 
his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, 
13 and the judgments of his mouth: O ye ſeed of Iſrael 
14 his ſervant, ye children of Jacob his choſen ones. He 
[is] the Lorp our God; his judgments [are] in all the 
15 earth, Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the 
word [which] he commanded to a thouſand generations; 
16 [Even of the covenant] which he made with Abraham, 
17 and of his oath unto Iſaac; And hath confirmed the 
ſame to Jacob for a law, [and] to Iſrael [for] an ever- 
18 laſting covenant, Saying, Unto thee will I give the land 
19 of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance; When ye were 
20 but few, even a few, and ftrangers in it. And [when] 
they went from nation to nation, and from [one] king- 
21 dom to another people; He ſuffered no man to do 
them wrong : yea, he reproved kings for their ſakes, 
22 [Saying,] Touch not mine anointed, and do my pro- 
23 phets no harm. Sing unto the Loxp, all the earth; 
24 ſhow forth from day to day his ſalvation. Declare his 
glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among 
25 all nations. For great [is] the Loap, and greatly to 
be praiſed : he alſo [is] to be feared above all gods, 
26 For all the gods of the people [are] idols: but the Loxy 
27 made the heavens. Glory and honour [are] in his 
28 preſence, ſtrength and gladneſs [are] in his place. Give 
unto the Logo, ye kindreds of the people, give unto 
29 the Lorp glory and ſtrength. Give unto the Loxp 
the glory [due] unto his name: bring an offering, and 
come 
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come before him: worſhip the Logp in the beauty of 
30 holineſs. Fear before him, all the earth : the world 
31 alſo ſhall be ſtable, that it be not moved. Let the 
heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let 
[men] ſay among the nations, The Logo reigneth. 


32 Let the ſea roar, and the fulneſs thereof: let the fields 


33 _— and all that [is] therein. Then ſhall the trees 
of the wood ſing out at the preſence of the Logo, be. 

34 cauſe he cometh to judge the earth. O give thanks 
unto the Loxp; for [he is] good; for his mercy [en- 

35 dureth] for ever. And fay ye, Save us, O God of 
our ſalvation, and gather us together, and deliver us 
from the heathen, that we may give thanks to thy holy 

36 name, [and] glory in thy praiſe, Bleſſed [be] the 
LoRD God of Iſrael for ever and ever. And all the 
people ſaid, Amen, and praiſed the Lox. 

37 So he left there before the ark of the covenant of 
the Loxb, Aſaph and his brethren, to miniſter before 
the ark continually, as every day's work required: 

38 And Obed-edom, with their brethren, threeſcore and 

eight: Obed-edom alſo the ſon of Jeduthun, and Ho- 

39 ſah, ſto be] porters: And Zadok the prieſt and his 

brethren the prieſts, before the tabernacle of the Loxo, 

40 in the high place that [was] at Gibeon, To offer burnt 
offerings unto the Lorp, upon the altar of the burnt 
offering continually morning and evening, and [todo] 
according to all that is written in the law of the Lozo, 

41 which he commanded Iſrael: And with them Heman 
and Jeduthun, and the reſt that were choſen, who 
were expreſſed by name, to give thanks to the Lox, 


42 becauſe his mercy [endureth] for ever: And with them 


Heman and Jeduthun with trum and cymbals, 

for thoſe that ſhould make a e with muſical 

inſtruments of God: and the ſons of Jeduthun [were] 

43 Porters. And all the people departed, every man to 
is houſe : and David returned to bleſs his houſe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. EVE 


David is here forbidden to build God an houſe; is promiſed 


bleſſings in his ſeed; his prayer and thankſgiving. 

OW it came to paſs, as David ſat in his houſe, 
that David ſaid to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I 
dwell in an houſe of cedars, but the ark ot the cove- 
2 nant of the Loxp [remaineth] under curtains. Then 

Nathan ſaid unto David, Do all that [is] in thine heart; 
for God [1s] with thee. | 
3 And it came to paſs the ſame night, that the word of 
4 God came to Nathan, ſaying, Go and tell David my 
ſervant, Thus faith the Lord, Thou ſhalt not build 
5 me an houſe to dwell in: For I have not dwelt in an 
houſe ſince the day that I brought up Iſrael unto this 
day; but have gone from tent to tent, and from [one] 
6 tabernacle. [to another.] Whereſoever | have walked 
with all Iſrael, ſpake I a word to any of the judges of 
Ifrael, whom I commanded to feed my people, ſaying, 
7. Why have ye not built me an houſe of cedars? Now 
therefore thus ſhalt thou ſay unto my ſervant David, 
Thus faith the Logo of hoſts, I took thee from the 
ſheep cote, [even] from following the ſheep, that thou 
8 ſmouldſt be ruler over my people Iſrael : And I have 
been with thee whitherſoever thou haſt walked, and 
have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and 
have made thee a name like the name of the great men 


I 


9 dhat [are] in the earth. Alſo 1 will ordain a place for 


my people Iſrael, and will plant them, and they ſhall 


dwell in their place, and ſhall be moved no more; nei- 


ther ſhall the children of -wickedneſs waſte them any 
10 more, as at the beginning, And fince the time that 


I commanded Judges [to be] over my people lſrael. 
\ Moreover I will ſubdue all thine enemies. Further- 
more I tell thee that the LoR D will build thee an houſe. 


it And it ſhall come to paſs, when thy days be ex- 


ired that thou muſt go [to be] with thy fathers, that 


I Vill raiſe up thy ſeed. after thee, which ſhall be of 
12 thy ſons; and I will eftabliſh his kingdom. He ſhall 
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build me an houſe, and I will ſtabliſh his throne for 
13 ever. I will be his father, and he ſhall be my fon; and 
J will not take my mercy away from him, as I took 
14 [it] from [him] that was before thee. But I will ſet. 
_ tle him in mine houſe and in my kingdom for ever; 
15 and his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for evermore. Ac. - 
cording to all theſe words, and according to all this 
viſion, ſo did Nathan ſpeak unto David. 
16 And David the king came and fat before the Loxd, 
and faid, Who [am] I, O Loa God, and what ſis] 
17 mine houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto ?-And 
[yet] this was a ſmall thing in thine eyes, O God; 
thou haſt [alſo] ſpoken of thy ſervant's houſe for 
a great while to come, and haſt regarded me according 
to the eſtate of a man of high degree, O Logp God. 
18 What can David [ſpeak] more to thee for the honour 
19 of thy ſervant ? for thou knoweſt thy ſervant. O Logo, 
for thy ſervant's ſake, and according to thme own heart, 
Hhlaaſt thou done all this greatneſs, in making known all 
20 [theſe] great things. O Loxo, [there 5 none like 
thee, neither [is there any] God befide thee, accord - 
21 ing to all that we have heard with our ears. And what 
one nation in the earth [is] like thy people Iſrael, whom 
God went to redeem [to be] his own people, to make 
thee a name of greatneſs and terribleneſs, by drivi 
out nations from before thy people; whom thou 
22 redeemed out of Egypt? For thy people Iſrael didſt 
thou make thine own people for ever; and thou, Los, 
23 becameſt their God. Therefore now, Lozp, let the 
thing that thou haſt ſpoken concerning thy ſervant and 
concerning his houſe bs eſtabliſhed for ever, and do a 
24 thou haſt ſaid. Let it even be eſtabliſhed, that thy 
name may be magnified for ever, ſaying, The Lon 
of hoſts ¶ is] the God of Iſrael, [even] a God to Iſrael: 
- and [let] the houſe of David thy ſervant [be] eftabliſh- 
25 ed before thee, For thou, O my God, haft told thy 
ſervant that thou wilt build him an houſe: therefore 
thy ſervant hath found [in his heart] to pray before 
26 thee, And now, Loxp, thou art God, and pro- 
27 miſed this goodneſs unto thy ſeryant: N 
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let it pleaſe thee to bleſs the houſe of tay ſervant, that 
it may be before thee for ever: for thou bleſſeſt, O 
Lon, and [it ſnall be] bleſſed for ever. | 


C HAP. XVIII. 


David ſubdues the Philiſtines and the Moabites; and ſmites 
Hadarezer and the Syrians. 
OW after this it came to paſs, that David ſmote 
the Philiſtines, and ſubdued them, and took 
Gath and her towns out of the hand of the Philiſtines. 
2 And he ſmote Moab; and the Moabites became Da- 
3 vid's ſervants, [and] brought gifts. And David ſmote 
Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he went to 
4 ſtabliſh his dominion by the river Euphrates. And 
David took from him a thouſand chariots, and ſeven 
thouſand horſemen, and twenty thouſand footmen : Da- 
vid alſo houghed all the chariot [horſes,]- but reſerved 
5 of them an hundred chariots. And when the Syrians 
of Damaſcus came to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, 
David flew of the Syrians. two and twenty thouſand 
'6 men. Then David put [garriſons] in Syria-damaſcus; 
and the Syrians became David's ſervants, [and] brought 
ifts. Thus the Logp preſerved David whitherſoever 
7 he went. And David took the ſhields of gold that were 
on the fervants of Hadarezer, and brought them to 
8 Jeruſalem. Likewiſe from Tibhath, and from Chun, 
cities of Hadarezer, brought David very much braſs, 
| wherewith Solomon made the brazen ſea, and the pil- 
lars, and the veſſels of braſs, 
9 Now when Tou king of Hamath heard how David 
had ſmitten all the hoſt of Hadarezer king of Zobah; 
10 He ſent Hadoram his fon to king David, to enquire of 
his welfare, and to congratulate him, becauſe he had 


. I 


© fought againſt Hadarezer, and ſmitten him; (fot 


Hadarezer had war with Tou;) and [with him] all 


11 manner of veſſels of gold and ſilver and braſs. Them 


7 alſo king David dedicated unto the Loxp, with the 
| P p 2 ſilver 
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* filver and the gold that he brought from all [theſe] na- 
tions; from Edom, and from Moab, and from the 
children of Ammon, and from the Philiſtines, and 
from Amalek. | 
12 Moreover Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah ſlew of the 
13 Edomites in the valley of falt eighteen thouſand. And 
he put iſons in Edom; and all the Edomites 
became David's ſervants. Thus the Lokp preſerved 
David whitherſoever he went. 
14 So David reigned over all Ifrael, and executed judg. 
15 ment and juſtice among all his 47 Ti And Joab the 
ſon of Zeruiah [was] over the hoſt; and Jehoſhaphat 
16 the fon of Ahilud, recorder. And Zadok the ſon of 
Ahitub, and Abimelech the fon of Abiathar, [were] 
17 the prieſts; and Shavſha was ſcribe. And Benaiah 
the ſon of Jehoiada [was] over the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites; and the ſons of David [were] chief about 
the king. 


c HAP. XIX. 


David's meſſengers ſent to comfort Hanun, are diſgracefully 
treated; the Ammonites are overcome by Joab and Abiſbai. 


I d | OW it came to paſs after this, that Nahaſh the 
king of the children of Ammon died, and his 
2 ſon reigned in his ſtead. And David faid, I will ſhow 
kindneſs unto Hanun the ſon of Nahaſh, becauſe his 
father ſhowed kindneſs to me. And David ſent meſ- 
ſengers to comfort him concerning his father. So the 
ſervants of David came into the land of the children of 

3 Ammon to Hanun, to comfort him. But the princes 
of the children of Ammon ſaid to Hanun, Thinkeft 
thou that David doth honour thy father, that he hath 
ſent comforters unto thee? are not his ſervants come 
unto thee for to ſearch, and to overthrow, and to ſpy 

4 out the land? Wherefore Hanun took David's: ſer- 
vants, and ſhaved them, and cut off their garments in 
the midſt hard by their buttocks, and ſent them 2 

5 Then 
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5 Then there went [certain,] and told David how the 
men were ſerved. And he ſent to meet them: for the 
men were greatly aſhamed. And the king ſaid, Tarry 
at Jericho until your beards be grown, and then] re- 


turn. 

6 And when the children of Ammon ſaw that they had 
made themſelves odious to David, Hanun and the 
children of Ammon ſent a thouſand talents of ſilver to 
hire them chariots and horſemen out of Meſopotamia, 
'7 and out of Syria-maachah, and out of Zobah. So they 
hired thirty and two thouſand chariots, 'and the ing of 
Maachah and his people ; who came and pitched before 
Medeba. And the children of Ammon gathered them- 
ſelves together from their cities, and came to battle. 
8 And when David heard [of it,] he ſent Joab, and all 
9 the hoſt of the mighty men. And the children of Am- 
mon came out, and put the battle in array before the 
ate of the city: and the kings that were come ¶ were] 
10 by themſelves in the field. Now when Joab ſaw that 
the battle was ſet againſt him before and behind, he 
choſe out of all the choice of Iſrael, and put [them] in 
And the'reft of the people 
he delivered unto the hand of Abiſhai his brother, and 
they ſet [themſelves] in array againſt the children of 
12 Ammon. And he faid, If the Syrians be too ſtrong 
for me, then thou ſhalt help me: but if the children of 
Ammon be too ſtrong for thee, then I will help thee. 
13 Be of good courage, and let us behave ourſelves valiant- 
ly for our people and for the cities of our God : and 
14 let the Loxo do [that which is] good in his ſight: So 
Joab and the people that [were] with him drew nigh be- 
fore the Syrians unto the battle; and they fled before 
15 him. And when the children of Ammon ſaw that the 
Syrians were fled, they likewiſe fled before Abiſhai his 
brother, and entered into the city. Then Joab came 

to Jeruſalem. 
16 And when the Syrians faw that they were put to the 
worſe before Iſrael, they ſent meſſengers, and drew 
forth the Syrians that 1 beyond the river: and 
Shophach the captain of the hoſt of Hadarezer [went] 
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17 before them. And it was told David; and he gathered 
all Ifrael, and paſſed over Jordan, and came upon 
them, and ſet [the battle] in array againſt them. So 

when David had put the battle in array againſt the 

18 Syrians they fought with him. But the Syrians fled 
before Ifrael; and David flew of the Syrians ſeven 
thouſand men which fought in] chariots, and forty 
thouſand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain of 

19 the hoſt. And when the ſervants of Hadarezer ſaw 
that they were put to the worſe before Iſrael, they made 

ace with David, and became his ſervants: neither 
would the Syrians help the children of Ammon any 
more. | | 


77 
CHAP. XX. 

Rabbaß is befiered by Joab, ſpoiled by David, and the peep! 
tortured; three giants flain by David's ſervants in thre: 
ſeveral batties with the Philiſtines. 


I ND it came to paſs, that after the year was ex- 
A pired, at the time that kings go out [to battle,] 
oab led forth the power of the army, and waſted the 
country of the children of Ammon, and came and be- 
ſieged Rabbah. But David tarried at Jeruſalem. And 
2 Joab ſmote Rabbah, and deſtroyed it. And David took 
- the crown of their king from off his head, and found 
it to weigh a talent of gold, and [there were] precious 
ſtones in it; and it was ſet upon David's head: and he 
3 brought alſo exceeding much ſpoil out of the city; And 
he brought out the people that [were] in it, and eut 
[them] with ſaws, and with harrows of iron, and with 
axes. Even ſo dealt David with all the cities of the 
children of Ammon. And David and all the people 
returned to Jeruſalem, 
4 And it came to paſs after this, that there aroſe war 
at Gezer with the Philiſtines : at which time Sibbechal 
the Huſhathite flew Sippai, [that was] of the children 
5 of the giant: and they were ſubdued. And there was 
| war 
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war again with the Philiſtines ; and Elhanan the ſon of 
Jair flew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, 
6 whoſe ſpear ſtaff [was] like a weaver's beam, And yet 
again there was war at Gath, where was a man of 
[great] ſtature, whoſe fingers and toes [were] four 
and twenty, fix [on each hand, ] and fix [on each foot: ] 
„and he alſo was the ſon of the giant. But when he de- 
fied Iſrael, Jonathan the ſon of Shimea David's brother 
8 flew him. Theſe were born unto the giant in Gath; 
and they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand 


of his ſeryants. 


C-H A FP. AXE 


David forceth Joab to number the people; he repenteth, and ac. 
knowledges his fault; and out of three plagues which God pro- 
poſed to puniſh him by, he chooſeth the peſtilence. © 

I ND Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provoked 

2 David to number Iſrael. And David faid to 

Joab and to the rulers of the people, Go, number Iſ- 

rae] from Beer-ſheba even to Dan: and bring the num- 

2 ber of them to me, that I may know [it.] And Joab 

anſwered, The Loxp make his people an hundred 
times ſo many more as they [be:] but, my lord the 
king, [are] they not all my lord's ſervants? why then 
doch my lord require this thing? why will he be a cauſe 
4 of treſpaſs to Iſrael ? Nevertheleſs the king's word pre- 
vailed againſt Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and 
went throughout all Iſrael, and came to Jeruſalem. 

5 And Joab gave the ſum of the number of the people 

unto David. And all [they of] Iſrael were a thouſand 
thouſand and an hundred thouſand men that drew ſword: 
and Judah | was] four hundred threeſcore and ten thou- 

6 ſand men that drew ſword, But Levi and Benjamin 

counted he not among them: for the king's word was 
abominable to Joab. 

7 And God was diſpleaſed with this thing: there- 

8 fore he ſmote Iſrael. And David ſaid unto God, 1 
| P pÞ 4 have 
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| 14 So the Lonxp ſent 13 upon Iſrael: and there 
15 fell of Iſrael ſeventy t 


have finned greatly, becauſe J have done this thing: 
but now, ] beſeech thee, do away the iniquity of thy 
ſervant; for 1 have done very fooliſhly. 


-9 And the Lorp ſpake unto Gad, David's ſeer, ſay- 
10 ing, Go and tell David, ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp, 


I offer thee three | things: ] chooſe thee one of them, 

11 that I may do ſit] unto thee. So Gad came to David, 

and faid unto him, Thus faith the Loxp, Chooſe thee 

12 Either three years famine ; or three months to be de- 

ſtroyed before thy foes, while that the ſword of thine 

enemies overtaketh [ thee ;] or elſe three days the ſword 

of the Logo, even the peſtilence, in the land, and the 

angel of the Lord deſtroying throughout all the coaſts 

of Iſrael. Now therefore adviſe thyſelf what word I 

13 ſhall bring again to him that ſent me. And David 

ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great ſtrait: let me fall now 

into the hand of the Logd; for very great [are] his 
mercies : but let me not fall into the hand of man. 


ouſand men. And God ſent an 
angel unto Jeruſalem to deftroy it: and as he was de- 
ſtroying, the Lok p beheld, and he repented him of 
the evil, and ſaid to the angel that deſtroyed, It is 
enough, ſtay now thine hand. And the angel of the 
Lorp ſtood by the threſhing floor of Ornan the 
ebuſite, | 

16 And David lifted up his eyes, and ſaw the angel of 
the Logp ſtand between the earth and the heaven, hav- 
ing a drawn ſword in his hand ſtretched out over Jeru- 
ſalem. Then David and the elders [of Iſrael, who 


| 17 were] clothed in ſackcloth, fell upon their faces. And 


David ſaid unto God, [Is it] not I [that] commanded 
the people to be numbered ? even I it is that have fin- 
ned and done evil indeed; but [as for] theſe ſheep, 
what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, O 
Lozp my God, be on me, and on my father's houſe; 
but not on thy people, that they ſhould be plagued. 


18 Then the angel of the Logp commanded Gad to ſay 


to David, that David ſhould go up, and ſet up an 
altar unto the Lok in the threſhing floor of Ornan the 
„ Jebuſite. 
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19 Jebuſite. And David went up at the ſaying of Gad, 
20 which he ſpake in the name of the Lokp. And Ornan 
turned back, and ſaw the angel; and his four ſons 
with him hid themſelves. Now Ornan was threſhing 
21 wheat. And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked 
and ſaw David, and went out of the threſhing floor, 
and bowed himſelf to David with [his] face to the 
22 ground. Then David ſaid to Ornan, Grant me the 
place of [this] threſhing floor, that J may build an 
altar therein unto the Loxp: thou ſhalt grant it me for 
the full price: that the ue may be ſtayed from the 
23 people. And Ornan ſaid unto David, Take [it] to 
thee, and let my lord the king do [that which 1s] good 
in his eyes: lo, I give [thee] the oxen [alſo] for burnt 
offerings, and the threſhing inſtruments for wood, and 
24 the wheat for the meat offering; I give it all, And 
king David ſaid to Ornan, Nay; but J will verily buy 
it for the full price: for 1 will not take [that] which 
[is] thine for the Lorp, nor offer burnt offerings with- 
25 out coſt. So David gave to Ornan for the place fix 
'26 hundred ſhekels of gold by weight. And David built 
there an altar unto the Loxp, and offered burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings, and called upon the Lorp ; 
and he anſwered him from heayen by fire upon the altar 
27 of burnt offering. And =», ch commanded the 
angel; and he put up his ſword again into the ſheath 
28 thereof. At that time when David ſaw that the Lozp 
had anſwered him in the threſhing floor of Ornan the 
29 Jebuſite, then he ſacrificed there. For the tabernacle 
of the Lorp, which Moſes made in the wilderneſs, and 
the altar of the burnt offering, [were] at that ſeaſon in 
30 the high place at Gibeon. But David could not go 
before it to enquire of God: for he was afraid becauſe 

pf the ſword of the angel of the Lond. 
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C HA. XXII. 


The plague for numbering the people being ſtayed, and the altar 


built, (ſee 2 Sam. ch. xxiv.) David prepares for building the 
temple? ; and gives a charge to Solomon about it. 


I HEN David faid, This [is] the houſe of the 
Loxp God, and this [1s] the altar of the burnt 

2 offering for Iſrael. And David commanded to gather 
together the ſtrangers that [were] in the land of Iſrael; 
the proſelytes from other nations, eſpecially Sidonians and 
Tyrians, who were better artiſts, the Iſraelites being prin- 
cipally farmers; and he ſet maſons to hew wrought 
ſtones to build the houſe of God. Tho? he was not per- 
mitted to build it himſelf, he might provide materials for it. 

3 And David prepared iron in abundance for the nails 
for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings, or 
4 hinges; and braſs in abundance without weight; Alſo 
cedar trees in abundance: for the Zidonians and they 

5 of Tyre brought much cedar wood to David. And Da- 
vid faid, Solomon my fon [is] young and tender, and 
the houſe [that is] to be builded for the Loxp [muſt 
be] exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory through- 
out all countries: Iwill [therefore] now make prepa- 
ration for it.” So David prepared abundantly * 

6 Then he called for Solomon his ſon, and charged 
him to build an houſe for the Loxp God of Iſrael; ke 
did not leave it to his choice, but charged lim to do it. 
7 And David faid to Solomon, My ſon, as for me, it 
| was 


- ® God had declared by Moſes, Dent. xii. 5. that a houſe ſhould 


be built; and he had told David that his ſon ſhould build it. 
This David thought was the proper place for it, becauſe of the 
extraordinary token of the divine preſence and acceptance which 
he found here, chap. xxi. 26. Or there may be an alluſion to 
the words of Jacob, is is none other than the longer of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven. 

> David here gives two reaſons for this: Solomon was young, 
and could not make ſuch preparations for the houſe as he could; 
and the building was to be very magnificent, for the glory of 
Iſrael and its fame among neighbouring nations; and that the 


grandeur of the houſe might attract and influence the worſtippers. 
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. was in my mind to build an houſe unto the name of the 
$ Loxp my God: But the word of the Lorp came to 
me ſaying, Thou haft ſhed blood abundantly, and haſt 
made great wars: thou ſhalt not build an houſe unto 
my name, becauſe thou haſt ſhed much blood upon 

9 the earth in my fight.© Behold, a ſon ſhall be born to 
thee, who ſhall be a man of reſt; and I will give him 
reſt from all his enemies round about : for his name 
ſhall be Solomon, hat is, peaceable, and I will give 
peace and quietneſs unto Iſrael in his days; no civil 
broils, nor foreign invaſions and enemies; this will be a pro- 

10 per ſeaſon fur the work. He ſhall build an houſe for my 
name; and he ſhall be my fon, and I [will be] his fa- 
ther; and I will eſtabliſh the throne of his kingdom 
over Iſrael for ever. Thus having related what God had 
ſaid to him, he turns his ſpeech direlily to Solomon, and ſays, 
11 Now my ſon, the Loxp be with thee; and proſper thou, 
and build the houſe of the Lorxp thy God, as he hath 
faid of thee; he encourages him in the work, having no 
doubt but God would ſucceed him, becauſe he commanded it. 

12 Only the L RD give thee wiſdom and underſtanding, 
and give thee charge concerning Iſrael, that is, direc- 
tion and counſel how to rule the people, and conduct this 
great affair, that thou mayeſt keep the law of the Loxo 

13 thy God. Then ſhalt thou proſper, if thou takeſt 
heed to fulfil the ſtatutes ay judgments which the 
Lokp charged Moſes with concerning Iſrael ; ke aſſures 
him of proſperity if he did ſo; and therefore exhorts hum to 
put forth Ea ſtrength ;, be ſtrong, and of good 
courage; dread not, nor be diſmayed; let not the great. 
neſs of the work diſcourage thee; but depend upon divine 
aſſiſtance while thou art faithful in thy duty; and 10 en- 
courage him to theſe he tells him what preparations he had 

14 made. Now, behold, in my trouble, % on the whole 
mine has been a turbulent reign, yet I have not forgot this 
great 


©. The reaſon why he was forbid, we find in 2 Sam. vii. 2, 
The wars were warranted and ſucceeded by Jehovah; yet it did 
not ſuit with his majeſty to have an houſe built by ſuch an one. 
Human life was precious to God, and he was tender of the 
blood of his creatures. It was more proper for a peaceable prince 
to do it, who was a type of the Prince of peace, 
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great defign, I have prepared tor the houſe of the Loxp 
an hundred thouſand talents of gold, and a thouſand 
thouſand talents of filver;* and of braſs and iron with- 
out weight; for it is in abundance: timber alſo and 
ſtone have I prepared; and thou mayeſt add thereto, 
there is room for all thou canſt add in ſuch a work as this, 
15 Moreover | there are] workmen with thee in abundance, 
hewers and workers of ſtone and timber, and all man- 
ner of cunning men for every manner of work; the 
16 workmen are already choſen and their work aſſigned. Of 
the gold, the filver, and the braſs, and the iron, [there 
is] no number, he weight of them is ſo great that it cannot 
be told. Ariſe [therefore,] and be doing, and the 
Lon be with thee ; when thou art ſettled on the throne 
ſet about it immediately, and doubt not but God will be with 


thee. 
T7 David alſo cont all the princes of Iſrael to 
18 help Solomon his En, ing. Is] not the Lozxp 
your God with you? and hath he [not] given you reſt 
on every ſide? for he hath given the inhabitants of the 
land into mine hand; and the land is ſubdued before 
the Loxp, and before his people: we have had large ex- 
perience of his goodneſs ; and what he hath already done is a 
ground of hope in his further favour, All the enemies of I 
| rael 
* This was a prodigious ſum, near ſeven hundred and fifty mil- 


lions; enough, ſay ſome, to have built all the walls with filver, 


and the roofs with gold. But it ſhould be conſidered, that it was 
not all ſpent upon the temple; there were other buildings, and 
vaſt treaſures laid up for maintaining above two hundred thou- 
ſand workmen, for io many were emp oyed for eleven years to- 
gether, befides thoſe employed in David's time, In early ages 


there was great plenty of geld; and David had many ſources of 
wealth from huſbandry, trade, and tribute. Solomon had fix hun- 


dred and fixty-fix talents of gold yearly, and he had no ſubjects 
but what David had; he had many ſucceſsful wars with rich na- 
tions, from whom he bad car-rings and jewels of gold, ſhields of 
gold, and gods of gold. It is not difficult to account how he had 
ſo much wealth, and how he laid it out, confidering the build- 


 Ings, the workmen, the treaſures laid up, the gold about the 


temple, the utenfils and the precious flones. 

© This was probably a private exhortation to the great men to 
aft in preparing for the work, as there was a publick addreſs 
to them afterwards, 
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rael are ſubdued; we have peace round about; therefore in 
gratitude for thoſe favours, ſet to work, eſpecially as it is for 
19 his ſervice and honour. Now ſet your heart and your 
ſoul to ſeek the Loxp your God; ariſe therefore, and 
build ye the ſanctuary of the Lord God, to bring the 


ark of the covenant of the Logp, and the holy veſſels 


of God, into the houſe that is to be built to the name of 
the Loxp; engage heartily in the work, and ſeek the divine 
bleſſing ; then you will go on chearfully and proſperouſly in it. 


(REFLECTION 8. 
1. G E D chriſtians, like David, ſhould confider the 


circumſtances of young ones, and conſult their 
benefit. They ſhould not n them, but provide 
them what help they can, that Mey may go on eaſily and 
cheerfully in God's work. They ſhould inſtruct them in it, 
v. 11. in the nature and deſign of true religion; and en- 
courage them to it, v. 14. by their own experience, and 
the promiſe of a divine bleſſing; and pray for them, v. 12. 
that God would give them wi/dom and underſtanding to ſee 
and purſue their true intereſt: conſidering how much the 
honour of God, and the ſupport of religion, depend on 
the wiſdom and piety of the riſing generation, and that all 
the care of miniſters and parents is little enough to pro- 
mote it. 3 : 
2. When God gives reſt to a people, he expects they 
ſhould devote themſelves more cloſely and reſolutely to his 
ſervice. This argument David urged upon Solomon and 
his people. We ſhould be ſolicitous to improve time while 
it is continued; while there is no foreign or domeſtick 
enemy; and while the goſpel hag à free courſe. Let us re- 
ſolutely work the works of God improve every opportu- 
nity to build up his houſe, ſupport his worſhip, and ad- 
vance religion. Then had ihe churches reſt, and were edified; 
and walking in the fear of the Lord, and the comfort of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied. | 9 
3. The promiſes of God, and the hope of his preſenc 
| ſhould 6: Aa us to work for him, riſe —_—_ — 
and the Lord will be with thee, Words that may well be 
f addreſſed 


% 
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addreſſed to every chriſtian. Religion is the moſt impor- 
tant work; it requires vigour and reſolution. God has 
promiſed aſſiſtance; and if the work be ever fo hard, and 
the difficulties and enemies ever ſo many and formidable, „ie 
will be with us, and that is enough. Wherefore work out 
your own ſalvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
wworketh in you to will and to do of his own good pleaſure. 

4. We ſhould mind to add our prayers to all our en- 
deavours in promoting the work and ſervice of God v. 19, 
Now ſet your heart and year ſoul to ſeek the 1 ord your God. 
Prayer will quicken our own ſpirits; make us ſenſible of 


the importance of the work, that we may not dare to be 


inſincere and trifling in it. It will alſo engage divine help, 
without which we ſhall flag and tire. If we are once deeply 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of gur dependance on God, and have 
our hearts filled with devent regards to him, we ſhall ftick 
at nothing for his ſervice ati his ſanctuary. If, by David's 
example, we ſtir up ourſelves and all about us in this 
work, God will bleſs us, and reward all our labours of love 
in a better world, and thro' a happy eternity. 


p — 1 


| CHAP. XXII. 
David in his old age makes Solomon king; the Levites ordered; 
the ſons of Gerſhon, Kohath, and Merari. 
1 QO when David was old and full of days, he made 
Solomon his ſon king over Iſrael. | 
2 And he gathered together all the princes of Iſrael, 
3 with the prieſts andghe Levites: Now the Levites were 
num from the age of thirty years and upward: 


their polls, man by man, was 


and their number 


4 thirty and eight thouſand, Of which, twenty and four 


_ thouſand [were] to ſet forward the work of the houſe of 
the Lorp; and fix thouſand were] officers and judges: 
5 Moreover four thouſand [were] porters; and four 
thouſand praiſed the Lozxp with the inſtruments which 


61 made, {faid David,] to praiſe Itherewith.] And 


David 


IJ. CHRONICLES. XXIII. 607 


David divided them into courſes among the ſons of 
Levi, namely, ] Gerſhon, Kohath, and Merari. 

Of the Gerihonites [were,] Laadan, and Shimei. 

$ The ſons of Laadan; the chief [was] Jehiel, and Ze- 

g tham, and Joel, three. The ſons of Shimet; Shelo- 

mith, and Haziel, and Haran, three. Theſe [were] 

10 the chief of the fathers of Laadan. And the ſons of 
Shimei 4 Jahath, Zina, and Jeuſh, and Beriah. 

11 Theſe four [were] the ſons of Shimei. And Jahath 
was the chief, and Zizah the ſecond: but Jeuſh and 
Beriah had not many ſons; therefore they were in one 
reckoning, according to [their] father's houſe, 

12 The ſons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and 

13 Uzziel, four. The ſons of Amram; Aaron and Moſes: 
and Aaron was ſeparated, that he ſhould ſanctify the 
moſt holy things, he and Ms ſons for ever, to burn 
incenſe before the Lozy, #6 miniſter unto him, and to 

14 bleſs in his name for ever. Now [concerning] Moſes 
the man of God, his ſons were named of the tribe of 

15 Levi. The ſons of Moſes [were,] Gerſhom, and 

16 Eliezer. Of the ſons of Gerſhom, Shebuel [was] the 

17 chief. And the ſons of Eliezer [were,] Rehabiah the 
chief. And Eliezer had none other ſons; but the ſons 

18 of Rehabiah were very many. Of the ſons of Izhar; 

19 Shelomith the chief. Of the ſons of Hebron; Jeriah 
the firſt, Amariah the ſecond, Jehaziel the third, and 

20 Jekameam the fourth. Of the ſons of Uzziel; Micah 
the firſt, and Jeſiah the ſecond. 

21 The ſons of Merari; Mahli, and Muſhi. The ſons 

22 of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kiſh. And Eleazar died, and 
had no ſons, but daughters; and their brethren the 

23 ſons of Kiſh took them. The ſons of Muſhi; Mahli, 
and Eder, and Jeremoth, three. 

24 Theſe [were] the fons of Levi after the houſe of their 
fathers; [even] the chief of the fathers, as they were 
counted by number of names by their polls, that did 
the work for the ſervice of the houſe of the Loxp, from 

25 the age of twenty years and upward. For David ſaid, 
The Loxp God of Iſrael hath given reſt unto his peo-. 

26 ple, that they may dwell in Jeruſalem for ever; n__ 

0 
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alſo unto the Levites: they ſhall no [more] carry the 
tabernacle, nor any veſſels of it for the ſervice thereof. 

27 For by the laſt words of David the Levites [were] 
28 numbered from twenty years old and above: Becauſe 
their office [was] to wait on the ſons of Aaron for the 
ſervice of the houſe of the Lok, in the courts, and in 

the chambers, and in the purifying of all holy things, 
and the work of the ſervice of the houſe of God; 
29 Both for the ſhew bread, and for the fine flour for meat 
offering, and for the unleavened cakes, and for [that 
which 1s baked in] the pan, and for that which is tried, 
30 and for all manner of meaſure and ſize; And to ſtand 
every morning to thank and praiſe the Logo, and like- 
31 wiſe at even; And to offer all burnt ſacrifices unto the 
L.oRD in the ſabbaths, in the new moons, and on the 
ſet feaſts, by number, according to the order com- 
32 manded unto them, continually before the Loxp : And 
that they ſhould keep the charge of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and the charge of the holy ¶ place,] 
and the charge of the ſons of Aaron their brethren, in 
the ſervice of the houſe of the Logo, | 


— — 


py ” _ 
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The diviſions of the ſons of Aaron into four and twenty orders; 
' the remainder of the Kohathites and the Merarites divided 
by lot. 
_ OW ſtheſe are] the diviſions of the ſons of 
| Aaron. The ſons of Aaron; Nadab, and 
2 Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. But Nadab and A- 
bihu died before their father, and had no children; 
therefore Eleazar and Ithamar executed the prieſt's 
3 office. And David diſtributed them, both Zadok of 
the ſons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the ſons of 
4 Ithamar, according to their offices in their ſervice. And 
there were more chief men found of the ſons of Elea- 
zar than of the ſons of Ithamar; and [thus] were they 
divided. Among the ſons of Eleazar [there Wane) 
"2 x fixteen 
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ſixteen chief men of the houſe of [their] fathers, and 
eight among the ſons of Ithamar according to the LP 
5 of their fathers. Thus were they ivided by lot, one 
ſort with another; for the governors of the ſanctuary, 
and governors [of the houſe] of God, were of the ſons 
6 of Eleazar, and of the ſons of. ſthimar: And Shemaiah 
the ſon of Nethaneel the ſcribe, one] of the Levites, 
wrote them before the king, and the princes, and 
Zadok the prieſt, and Ahimelech the ſon of Abiathar, 
and ¶ before] 7 the chief of the fathers of the prieſts and 
Levites: one principal houſehold being taken for-Elea- 
7 zar, and [one] taken for Ithamar. Now the firſt lot 
8 came forth to Jehoiarib, the ſecond to Jedaiah, The 
9 third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, The fifth to 
10 Malchijah, the fixth to Mijamin, The ſeventh to Hak- 
11 koz, t eighth to Abijah, The ninth to Jeſhua, the 
12 tenth to Shecaniah, The eleventh to Eliaſhib, the 
13 twelfth to Jakim, The thirteenth to Hu the aur 
14 teenth to Jeſhebeab, The fifteenth to Bi gah, the fix- 
15 teenth to Immer, The ſeventeenth to Hezit, the 
16 eighteenth to Aphſes, The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the 
17 twentieth to Jehezekel, The one and twentieth to 


18 Jachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul, The three 


and twentieth to Delaiah, the four and twentieth to 
19 Maaziah. Theſe [were] the orderings of them in their 
ſervice to come into the houſe of the Lonxp, according 


to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the 
-' | Lorp God of Iſrael had commanded. him. 
00 And the reſt of the Ens of, Levi (nee theſs,: ] of 


the ſons of Amram; Shubael : of the ſons of Shubael ; 
21 Jehdeiah. Concerning Rehabiah: of the ſons of Re- 
22 habiah, the firſt [was]; Isſhiah. Of the Izharites; She- 


23 lomoth; of the ſons of Shelomoth; Jahath, And the 
duct ſons [of Hebron; * Jeriah I the firkt, | Amariah the 


24 ſecond, Jahaziel the third, Jekameam the fourth. [Of] 
the ſons of Uzziel; Michah: of the ſons of an 


"a5 bein The. brother. of Michah ſas Isſhiah : 


4 the ſons of Isſnhiah; Zechariah. T ns of Sher 
were, ] Mahli and Muſhi : the ſons of Jaaziah; Beno. 


* The ſons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Shoham, 
W III. Q q and 
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28 and Zaccur, and Ibri. Of Mahli [came] Eleazar, who 

29 had no ſons. Concerning Kith : the ſon of Kiſh [was] 

30 Jerahmeel. The ſons alſo of Muſhi; Mahli, and 
Eder, and Jerimoth. Theſe [were] the ſons of the 

31 Levites after the houſe of their fathers. Theſe like- 
wiſe caſt lots overagainſt their brethren the ſons of 
Aaron in the preſence of David the king, and Zadok, 
and Ahimelech, and the chief of the fathers of the 
prieſts and Levites, even the principal fathers over- 
againſt their younger brethren, 
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The number and offices of the fingers ; and their diviſion by lot 
into four and twenty orders. 

I OREOVER David and the captains of the hoſt 
ſeparated to the ſervice of the ſons of Aſaph, 
and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who ſhould propheſy 
with harps, with pſalteries, and with cymbals : and the 
number of the workmen, according to their ſervice 

2 was: Of the ſons of Aſaph; Zaccur, and Joſeph, and 

Nethaniah, and Afarelah, the ſons of Afaph under the 

hands of Afaph, which prophefied according to the 

3 order of the king. Of Jeduthun: the ſons of Je- 

duthun ; Gedaliah, and Zeri, and Jeſhaiah, Haſha- 
biah, and Mattithiah, fix, under the hands of their 
father Jeduthun, who propheſied with a harp, to give 

4 thanks and to praiſe the Lond. Of Heman: the ſons 

of Heman; Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, 

and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanant, Eliathah, Giddalti, 
and Romamti-ezer, Joſhbekaſhah, Mallothi, Hothir, 

5 land] Mahazioth : All theſe [were] the ſons of Heman 

the king's ſeer in the words of God, to lift up the horn. 
And God gave to Heman fourteen ſons and three 
' 6 daughters. All theſe [were] under the hands of their fa- 
ther for ſong [in] the houſe of the Loxd, with cym- 


bals, teries and for the ſervice of the houſe 
of Sl. les — order to —_ 
| uthung 
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7 duthun, and Heman. So the number of them, with 
their brethren that were inſtructed in the ſongs of the 
Lox, ſeven] all that were cunning, was two hune 

dred fourſcore and eight. 

8 And they caſt lots, ward againſt [ward,] as well the 

9 ſmall as the great, the teacher as the ſcholar Now the fitſt 
lot came forth for Aſaph to Joſeph : the ſecond to Ge- 
daliah, who with his brethren and ſons were] twelve: 

to The third to Zaccur, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, 

11 [were] twelve: The fourth to Izri, he,] his ſons, and 

12 his brethren, [were] twelve: The fifth to Nethaniah, 

13 [he, ] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: The 

fixth to Bukkiah, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, 

14 N twelve: The ſeventh to Jeſharelah, [he,] his 

15 ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: The eighth to 

Jeſhaiah, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] 

16 twelve: The ninth to Mattaniah, | he, ] his ſons, and 

17 his brethren, [were] twelve: The tenth to Shimei, 

18 [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, were] twelve: The 
eleventh to Azareel, he,] his ſons, and his brethren, | 

19 wk twelve: The twelfth to Haſhabiah, [he, ] his 

20 ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: The thirteenth I 

to Shubael, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] & | 

21 twelve: The fourteenth to Mattithiah, [he, ] his ſons, . 

22 and his brethren, [were] twelve: The fifteenth to | 

Jeremoth, [he,] his ſons, and his - brethren, [were] 
23 twelve: The fixteenth to Hananiah, [he,] his ſons, | 
24 and his brethren, [were] twelve: The ſeventeenth to 
Joſhbekaſha, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] 
'25 twelve: The eighteenth to Hanani, [he,] his ſons, and | 
26 his brethren, [were] twelve: The nineteenth to Mal- | 


lothi, [he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: 

27 The twentieth to Eliathah, [he, ] his ſons, and his bre- 

28 thren, [were] twelve: The one and twentieth to Ho- 

thir, [he, ] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve: 

29 The two and twentieth to Giddalti, he, ] his ſons, and 

30 his brethren, [were] twelve: The three and twentieth 

to Mahazioth, [he, J his ſons, and his brethren, [were] 

31 twelve: The four and twentieth to Romamti-ezer, 
[he,] his ſons, and his brethren, [were] twelve. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 
The diviſion of the porters ; the gates aſſigned by lot; ana the 
Levites that fad the from of the treaſures. 


t .FNONCERNING the diviſions of the porters: of 
the Korhites [was] Meſhelemiah the ſon of Kore, 


| 2 of the ſons of Aſaph. And the ſons of Meſhelemiah 
[ ſvere, ] Zechariah the firſt born, Jediael the ſecond, 
3 Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, Elam the 
4 fifth, Jehohanan the ſixth, Elioenai the ſeventh. More- 
over the ſons of Obed edom [were,] Shemaiah the firſt 

| born, Jehozabad the ſecond, Joah the third, and Sacar 
| 5 the fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth. Ammiel the ſixth, 
=. Iſſachar the feventh, Peulthai the eighth: for God 
6 bleſſed him. Alſo unto Shemaiah his ſon were ſons 

born, that ruled throughout the houſe of their father : 
7 for they [were] mighty men of valour. The ſons of 

1 | Shemaiah; Othni, and Rephael, and Obed, Elzabad, 
= | whoſe brethren [were] ſtrong men, Elihu and Sema- 
| 8 chiah. All e of the ſons of Obed-edom: they and 
their fons and their brethren, able men for ſtrength for 

the ſervice, [were] threeſcore and two of Obed-edom. 

9 And Meſhelemiah had ſons and brethren, ſtrong men, 
10 eighteen. Alſo Hoſah, of the children of Merari, had 
ſons; Simri the chief, (for [though] he was not the 

11 firſt born, yet his father made him the chief;) Hilkiah 
the ſecond, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth: 
all the ſons and brethren of Hoſah [were] thirteen. 

12 Among theſe [were] the diviſions of the | porters, 
[even] among the chief men, [having] wards one 
againſt another, to miniſter in the houſe of the Loxo. 

13 And they caſt lots, as well the ſmall as the great, ac- 
cording to the houſe of their fathers, for every gate. 

14 And the lot eaftward fell to Shelemiah. Then for 
Zechariah his ſon, a wiſe counſellor, they caſt lots; and 

16 his lot came out northward. To Obed-edom ſouth- 
16 ward; and to his ſons the houſe of Aſuppim. To Shup- 
pim and Hoſah [the lot came forth] weſtward, with 
the gate Shallecheth, by the cauſeway of the going 

| UP» 
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17 up, ward againſt ward. Eaſtward [were] ſix Levites, 
northward four a day, ſouthward four a day, and 
18 toward Aſuppim two [and] two. At Parbar weſtward, 
19 four at the cauſeway, [and] two at Parbar. Theſe [are] 
the diviſions of the porters among the ſons of Kore, 
and among the ſons of Merari. | 
20 And of the Levites, Ahijah [was] over the treaſures 
of the houſe of God, and over the treaſures of the 
21 dedicated things. [ As concerning] the ſons of Laadan 
the ſons of the Gerſhonite Laadan, chief fathers, [even] 
22 of Laadan the Gerſhonite, [were] Jehieli. The ſons 
of Jehieli; Zetham, and Joel his brother, [which 
23 were] over the treaſures of the houſe of the Lox D. Of 
the Amramites, [and] the Izharites, the Hebronites, 
24 [and] the Uzzielites: And Shebuel the fon of Ger- 
| om, the ſon of Moſes, [was] ruler of the treaſures. 
25 And his brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his ſon, and 
Jeſhaiah his ſon, and Joram his ſon, and Zichri his 
26 ſon, and Shelomith his ſon. Which Shelomith and his 
brethren [were] over all the treaſures of the dedicated 
things, which David the king, and the chief fathers, 
the captains over thouſands and hundreds, and the 
27 captains of the hoſt, had dedicated. Out of the ſpoils 
won in battles did they dedicate to maintain the houſe of 
28 the Lok b. And all that Samuel the ſeer, and Saul the 
fon of Kiſh, and Abner the ſon of Ner, and Joab the 
ſon of Zeruiah, had dedicated: [and] whoſoever had 
dedicated [any thing, it was] under the hand of. She- 
lomith, and of his brethren. _ 
29 Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his ſons [were] for 
the outward buſineſs over Iſrael, for officers and judges, 
30 [And] of the Hebronites, Haſhabiah and his brethren, 
men of valour, a thouſand and ſeven hundred, [were] 
officers among them of Iſrael on this fide Jordan weſt- 
ward in all buſineſs of the Loxp, and in the ſervice of 
31 the king. Among the Hebronites [was] Jerijah the 
chief, [even] among the Hebronites, according to the 
generations of his fathers. In the fortieth year of the 
reign of David they were ſought for, and there were 
found among them mighty men of valour at Jazer of 


Qq 3 Gileady 


2 I 4 
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32 Gilead. And his brethren, men of - valour, [were] 
two thouſand and ſeven hundred chief fathers, whom 
king David made rulers over the Reubenites, the 
Gadites, and the halt tribe of Manaſſeh, for every 
matter pertaining to God, and affairs of the king. 


— A rrrr—— ————— 
FRN AXVIL 


The twelve captains for every ſeveral month; and the princes of 
the twelve tribes. | 


O W the children of Iſrael after their number, 

[to wit, ] the chief fathers and captains of thou- 

© Lands and hundreds, and their officers that ſerved the 
king in any matter of the courſes, which came in and 
went out month by month throughout all the months 

of the year, of every courſe [were] twenty and four 

2 thouſand. Over the firſt courſe for the firſt month [was] 
Jaſhobezm the ſon of Zabdiel : and in his courſe [were] 
twenty and tour thouſand. Of the children of Perez 

[was] the chief of all the captains of the hoſt for the 

4 firſt month. And over the courſe of the ſecond month 
4 Dodai an Ahohite, and of his courſe [was] Mik- 

oth alſo the ruler : in his courſe likewiſe [were] twenty 

5 and four thouſand. T he third captain of the hoſt for 

the third month {was] Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, a 
chief prieſt: and in his courſe [were] twenty and four 

6 thouſand. I his [is that] Benaiah, [who was] mighty 
[among] the thirty, and above the thirty : and in his 

7 courſe [was] Ammizabad his fon. The fourth [cap- 
- tain] for the fourth month [was] Aſahel the brother of 
Joab, and Zebadiah his ſon after him: and in his courſe 

8 [were] twenty and tour thouſand, The fifth captain 
or the fifth month [was] Shamhuth the Izrahite: and 

in his courſe [were] twenty and four thouſand. The 

2 captain] for the ſixth month [was] Ira the ſon of 
Ikkeſh the Tekoite : and in his courſe [were] twenty 
10 and four thouſand. The ſeventh [captain] for the 
ſeventh month [was] Helez the Pelonite, of the child- 
ren 
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ren of Ephraim: and in his courſe [were] twenty and 
14 four thouſand. The eighth [captain] for the eighth 
month [was] Sibbecai the Huſhathite, of the Zarhites: 
12 and in his courſe [were] twenty and four thouſand. The 
ninth [captain] for the ninth month [was] Abiezer the 
Anetothite, of the Benjamites: and in his courſe 
13 [were] twenty and four thouſand, The tenth [cap- 
tain] for the tenth month [was] Mahari the Netopha- 
thite, of the Zarhites ; and in his courſe [were] twenty 
14 and four thouſand. The eleventh [captain] for the 
eleventh month [was] Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the 
children of Ephraim : and in his courſe [were] twenty 
15 and four thouſand. The twelfth [captain] for the 
twelfth month [was] Heldai the Netophathite, of 
Othniel: and in his courſe [were] twenty and four 
thouſand. 
16 Furthermore over the tribes of Iſrael: the ruler of 
the Reubenites [was] Eliezer the ſon of Zichri: of the 
17 Simeonites, Shephatiah the ſon of Maachah: Of the Le- 
vites, Haſhabiah the ſon of Kemuel : of the Aaronites, 
18 Zadok: Of Judah, Elihu, [one] of the brethren of 
19 David: Of Iſſachar, Omri the ſon of Michael: Of 
Zebulun, Iſhmaiah the ſon of Obadiah: of Naphtali, 
20 Jerimoth the ſon of Azriel: Of the children of Eph- 
raim, Hoſhea the ſon of Azaziah : of the half tribe of 
21 Manaſſeh, Joel the ſon of Pedaiah : Of the half [tribe] 
of Manaſſeh in Gilead, Iddo the ſon of Zechariah : of 
22 Benjamin, Jaaſiel the ſon of Abner: Of Dan, Azareel 
the ſon of Jerokam. Theſe [were] the princes of the 
tribes of Iſrael. | 
23 But David took not the number of them from twenty 
years old and under: becauſe the Loxp had ſaid he 
would increaſe Iſrael like to the ftars of the heavens. 
24 Joab the ſon of Zeruiah began to number, but he 
finiſhed not, becauſe there fell wrath for it againſt Iſ- 
rae]; neither was the number put in the account of the 
chronicles of king David. | 
25 And over the king's treaſures [was] Azmaveth the 
ſon of Adiel : and over the ſtorehouſes in the fields, in 
the cities, and in the villages, and in the caſtles, [was] 
Qq4 Jehonathan 
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26 Jehonathan the ſon of Uzziah: And over them that 
did the work of the field for tillage of the ground [was] 
27 Ezri the ſon of Chelub: And over the vineyards [was] 
Shimei the Ramathite : over the increaſe of the vine. 
yards for the wine cellars [was] Zabdi the Shiphmite : 
28 And over the olive trees and the ſycamore trees that 
[were] in the low plains [was] Baal-hanan the Gederite: 
and over the cellars of oil [was] Joaſh : And over the 
herds that fed in Sharon [was] Shitrai the Sharonite : 
and over the herds [that were] in the vallies [was] 
30 Shaphat the ſon of Adlai: Over the camels alſo [was] 
Obil che Iſhmaelite : and over the aſſes [was] Jehdeiah 
31 the Meronothite: And over the flocks [was] Jahziz 
the Hagerite: all theſe [were] the rulers of the ſub- 
32 ſtance which [was] king David's. Alſo Jonathan Da- 
vid's uncle was a counſellor, a wiſe man, and a ſcribe: 
and Jehiel the ſon of Hachmoni [was] with the king's 
33 ſons: And Ahithophel [was] the king's counſellor: and 
34 Huſhai the Archite [was] the king's companion: And 
after Ahithophel [was] Jehoiada the ſon of Benaiah, 
and Abiathar: and the general of the king's army 
[was] Joab. 


CHAP. XXVIII 
David, in a grand aſſembly, declares God's choice of Solomon to 
build him on houſe; David's exhortation to the people and 


Solomon to be religious; the plan and materials of the temple 
delivered to Solomon, who is encouraged to ſet about it, 


'1 A ND David aſſembled all the princes of Iſrael, 
# A the princes of the tribes, and the captains of 
the companies that miniſtered to the king by courſe, 
and the captains over the thouſands, and captains over 
the hundreds, and the ſtewards over all the ſubſtance and 
poſſeſſion of the king, and of his ſons, with the officers, 
and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men, 

2 unto Jeruſalem." Then David the king, who was fitting 
on 


f In 1 Kings chap. i. we find David was ill; but whether the 
| ; ſickneſs 
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en the throne, and his ſon by him, ſtood up upon his feet, 
out of reſpet ſio this great and honourable aſſembly, and 
ſaid, Hear me, my brethren, and my people: [as for 
me,] 1 [had] in mine heart to build Sh of reſt for 
the ark of the covenant of the Loxb, that it might not 
be carried about as before, and for the footſtool of our 
God, or, even the foolſtool of our God; the divine glory 
reſting between the cherubims over the ark, was called the 
mercy ſeat, ſo that the ark was his footſtool;, and had made 

3 ready for the building: But God ſaid unto me, Thou 
ſhalt not build an houſe for my name, becauſe thou 

4 [haſt been] a man of war, and haſt ſhed blood. How- 
beit the Lox D God of Iſrael choſe me before all the 
houſe of my father to be king over Iſrael for ever: for 
he hath choſen Judah [to be] the ruler; and of the 
houſe of Judah the houſe of my father ; and among the 
ſons ot my father he liked me to make [me] king over 

5 all Iſrael:? And of all my ſons, (for the Loxp hath 
given me many ſons,) he hath choſen Solomon my ſon 
to fit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Loxo 
over Iſrael; this was God's defign, and not a partial fond- 

6 neſs of his own, therefore they ſhould ſubmit to him. And 
he ſaid unto me, Solomon thy ſon, he ſtall build my 
houſe and my courts: for I have choſen him [to be] my 

7 ſon, and I will be his father. Moreover I will eftabliſh 
his kingdom for ever, if he be conſtant to do my com- 
mandments and my judgments, as at this day; hitherto 
he had done well, and he hoped he would perſevere, and an- 

| fer the expeflations which he and the people had entertain- 
8 ed of him. Now therefore in the fight of all Iſrael the 
congregation of the Lox p, he addreſſes them as the repre- 
ſentatives of all 1jrael, and in the audience of our God, 

| who 


ſickneſs then went off, or Adonijah's conſpiracy rouſed his ſpirits, 
or his joy at Solomon's elevation gave him freſh vigour, we find 
by the courſe of the ſtory that he was. willing to have Solomon's 
advancement recognized and made publick. He therefore called 
together the chief men of the kingdom, both from the court and 
camp, and every department, 

c It was proper to ſpecify this, to ſhow that there was nothing 
of hereditary right in this caſe, Judah was not the eldeſt ſon; 
Jefle was not the moſt conſiderable family in it; David was the 
youngeſt ſon of this family ; and Solomon one of his youngeſt, 
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who ig witneſs to this ſolemn remonſtrance, and all their en- 
enn he exhorts and charges them, ſaying, Keep and 

eek for all the commandments of the Lozxp your God, 
ſtudy them and endeavour to underſtand them, that ye may 
poſſeſs this good land, and leave [it] for an inheritance 
for your children after you tor ever; his is the only way 
in which you can expect God's favour. Then with a noble 

and affecting apoſtrophe he addreſſes Salomon. 

9 And thou, Solomon my ſon, know thou the God of 
thy father, enquire after him, endeavour to know more of 
tim, ſo as to love and truſt him; and ſerve him with a 

rfe& heart and with a willing mind; let your obedience 
be chearful and univerſal; for the Loxp ſearcheth all 
hearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts; this is one argument, the divine omniſcience, 
which extends 40 the hearts of the greateſt men: if thou 
ſeek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou for- 
ſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever; this was an- 
other argument, the promiſe was conditional; as he behaved 
to God, ſo God would do to him. As great as David was, he 
minded the divine favour; and how powerful ſoever Solomon 
might be, if he forſook God he would be caſt off and abhorred. 

10 Take heed now; for the Loxp hath choſen thee to 
build an houſe for the ſanctuary: be ſtrong and do 

lit; ] t thou art young, be not diſcouraged at the great- 
neſs of the work. | 

11 Then David gave to Solomon his ſon the plan of the 
temple, containing the pattern of the porch, and of the 
houſes thereof, and of the treaſuries thereof, and of the 
upper chambers thereof, and of the inner parlours 
thereof, and of the place of the mercy ſeat, of the holy 

12 and moſt holy place and the ſeveral 22 And the 

pattern of all that he had by the ſpirit, of the courts 
of the houſe of the Loxb, and of all the chambers 
round about, of the treaſuries of the houſe of God, 
and of the treaſuries of the dedicated things; not only 
thoſe which David had dedicated, or added above what was 
ſufficient to finiſh the temple, but the tabernacle of Moſes and 

1 its utenſils, which, having been ſo long ſacred, were carefully 

* | 33 laid up: Alſo for the courſes of the prieſts and the Le- 

| vites, 


. 
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- vites, and for all the work of the ſervice of the houſe 
of the Lok, and for all the veſſels of -ſervice in the 
14 houſe of the Loxp. [He gave] of gold by weight for 
[rhings] of gold, for all inftruments of all manner of 
ervice; [filver alſo] for all inſtruments of filver by 
weight, for ail inſtruments of every kind of ſervice; ke 
gave materials in due proportion to the things that were to 
15 be made of them: Even the weight for the candleſticks 
of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight for 
every candleſtick, and for the lamps thereof: and for 
the candleſticks of filver by weight, [ both] for the 
candleftick, and alſo] for the lamps thereof, accord- 
ing to the uſe of every candleſtick; here were ten large 
ones of gold to be fixed, and filver ones to be carried about. 
16 And by weight | he gave] gold for the tables of ſhew 
bread, for every table; and [likewiſe] filver for the 
17 tables of filver: Alſo pure gold for the fleſhhooks, and 
the bowls, and the cups: and for the golden baſons 
[he gave gold] by ring for every baſon; and [like- 
wile filver] by weight for every baſon of filver, ſuch a 
proportion of gold and filver as would make the tables and 
18 baſons as large as he propoſed: And for the altar of in- 
cenſe refined gold by weight; and gold for the pattern 
of the chariot of the cherubims, that ſpread out [their 
wings, and covered the ark of the covenant of the 
19 Lorp.* All [this, ſaid David,] the Loxp made me 
underſtand in writing by [his] hand upon me, [even] 
all the works of this pattern; he had it by particular and 
divine direction, as plainly as if God had written every idea 
on his mind, or delivered it to a prophet, and he had 
given it in writing to David. 
20 And David ſaid to Solomon his ſon, Be ſtrong and 
of good courage, and do [it:] fear not, nor be dimay- 
| ed 


d God is deſcribed as riding on the wings of angels, becauſe 
the glory reſted upon the cherubims; therefore it is called his 
chariot, P/a/m xvili. 10. 

it is probable that the Roman and Greek architecture was 
derived from this. It is certain that the earlieſt models of the 
Grecian buildings are moſt perfect. Human wiſdom, induſtry, 
and ſtudy, never made any improvement in this art, thro' fo 
many ages, tho' in all other arts they have improved, 
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ed: for the Lop D God, [even] my God, [will be] 
with thee; he will not tail thee, nor forſake thee, until 
thou haſt finiſhed all the work for the ſervice of the 
houſe of the Logp ; he urges his own experience of God's 
goodneſs, and his appointment of Solomon to the wor; that 
Goda would both help him and reſtrain his enemies; and make 
21 all quiet and proſperous till the work was finiſhed. And, be- 
hold, the courſes of the prieſts and the Levites, | even 
they ſhall be with thee] tor all the ſervice of the houſe 
of God: and {there ſhall be] with thee for ali manner 
of workmanſhip every willing ſkilful man for any man- 
ner of ſervice: alfo the princes and all the people [will 
- be] wholly at thy commandment ; many were ready to 
help him, ſome to adviſe him, and ſome to labour; all would 
lend an heiping hand 10 finiſb this great and pious deſign. 


REFLECTIONS, 


I, 2 is the duty of every one, even the greateſt of 

men, to ſeek and keep God's commandments. 
They are our rule. We ſhould enquire after them, ſtudy 
them carefully, and pray for underſtanding hearts. We 
ſhould be excited hereto, by conſidering that God and man 
are witnefles to the engagements we are under, and the 
inſtructions we receive; and that both will be witneſſes 
inſt us, if we are ignorant and diſobedient. 

2, We learn that perſeverance is neceſiary to obtain di- 
vine acceptance and 2pprobaticn. It is not ſufficient ſome- 
times to do God's commandments and keep his judg- 
ments, but we muſt be conſtant in it. Many begin well, 
but grow bad, and fail of the grace of God: it is our duty 10 
be patient in well dong, and faithful to the end, that we may 
recerve a crown of life and glory. | 

3. David's advice to Solomon is worthy the attention of 
all yourg people; to know God, enquire after him, his 
nature, works, and word; to ſerve him, that is, to worſhip 
and obey him with upright aims, and obſerve all he com- 
mands with chearfulneſs and gladneſs of heart. Religion is 
our buſineſs and our pleaſure. What an awful motive is the 
omniſcience of God ! He knows what we have been w_ 
tne 
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the warnings and admonitions we have received; what 
profeſſions and promiſes we have made; and what vows 
and engagements we are under. What an encouraging mo- 
tive is this, sf you ſeek him, he will be found of you, will furniſh 
you with aſſiſtance, and communicate all neceſſary bleſſings; 
but if you forſake him, whatever has been done, whatever 
expectations or experience you may have had, tho? you 
are ever ſo wiſe or great, tho? you are the ſons of God's 
ſervants, and of prayers and promiſes, yet he will caſt you 
off for ever; will never look favourably on you any more. 
Let young perſons hear and fear; and ſerve the God of their 
fathers with a perfełt heart. We reflect, 

4. What an encouragement it is to all, eſpecially to the 
riſing generation, that the God of our fathers will be with 
us, to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us. He carried them thro the 
ſervices and ſufferings of life. There is the ſame power, 
the ſame love, and the ſame promiſes for our ſupport. He 


hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee. Young per- 
ſons ſhould: plead theſe promiſes; and exalt, and ſerve, and 


truſt in their father's God ; and let this be their prayer, 
The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers, 


— — — — 
CHAP. XXIX. 


David by his example urges the people to contribute towards build. 


ing the temple, which they do generouſly; he gives thanks on 
The occaſſon, and all the people do homage to Gad. 


1 I \URTHERMORE David the king, having finiſhed 
F what he had to ſay to Solomon, turns himſelf to the 
people, to ſtir them up to help Solomon, and he ſaid unto all 
the congregation, Solomon my ſon, whom alone God 
hath choſen, [is yet] young and tender, and the work 

[is] great: for the palace [is] not for man, but for the 


2. Log Cod. Now 1 have prepared with all my might 


for the houſe of my God the gold for [things to be 
made] of gold, and the ſilver for [things] of ſilver, and 
the braſs for [things] of braſs, the iron for [things] of 
iron, and woud for [things] of wood z onyx ſtones, and 
[ones] 
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[ſtones] to be ſet, gliſtering ſtones, and of divers 
colours, and all manner of precious ſtones, and marble 

3 ſtones in abundance. Moreover, becauſe I have ſet my 
affection to the houſe of my God, I have of mine own 
proper good, of gold and filver, [which] I have given 
to the houſe of my God, over and above all that | have 

4 prepared for the holy houſe, [Even] three thouſand 
talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and ſeven thou- 
ſand talents of refined ſilver, to overlay the walls of the 
houſes [withal ;] ke tells them what large preparations he 
had made, and moreover, beſides what was neceſſary to build 
and furniſh the houſes, he had given all this out of his own 
private property, to beautify and adorn the apartments, the 
5 porch, and the chambers: The gold for [things] of 
gold, and the filver for [things] of filver, and for all 
manner of work ¶ to be made] by the hands of artificers ; 
he had left enough to provide materials and pay the work- 
men. And who [then] is willing to conſecrate his ſer- 
vice this day unto the Lorp? to fill his hands with 70 

6 and offer them to the ſervice of God, as he had done. Then 
the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes of 1f- 
rael, and the captains of thouſands and of hundreds, 
with the rulers over the king's work, offered willingly, 
generouſly, and from a good principle, and a great ſum ; 
7 And gave for the ſervice of the houſe of God of gold 
five thouſand talents and ten thouſand drams, and of 
filver ten thouſand talents, and of braſs eighteen thou- 
ſand talents, and one hundred thouſand talents of iron. 

8 And they with whom [precious] ſtones were found, 
willingiy parted with their 7g and ornaments, and gave 
[them] to the treaſure of the houſe of the Lon, by 
the hand of Jebiel the Gerſhonite, «who mas keeper o 

9 the treaſures of God's houſe. Then the = rejoiced, 
for that they offered willingly, becauſe with perfect 
heart they offered willingly to the LoxD; not by any con- 
 ftraint, but willingly, for the honour of God and the ſupport 
ef his worſhip: and David the king alſo _ with 
great joy. It was a ſingular comfort to the good old king to 
ſee the people ſo willing; that his example and —_—_— 
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had ſo good an effect; it gave him hopes that the work would 
go on proſperouſiy, an1 be happily compleated. 
10 Wherefore David bleſſed the Loxp before all the 


congregation : * and David faid, Bleſſed [be] thou, 


Lokp God of Iſrael our father, for ever and ever. 
11 Thine, O Loxv, [is] the greatneſs, and the power, 
and the tory, and the victory, and the majeſty: for 
all that is] in the heaven and in the earth [is thine; ] 


thine [is] the kingdom, O Lox, and thou art exalt- 


ed as head above all; ke expreſſes a deep ſenſe of the divine 
excellency and perfections; that he has theſe excellencies in 
himſelf, and reigns ſupreme; having univerſal influence and 
authority over theſe lower worlds, and all the circumſtances 

12 of mankind. Both riches and honour 8 of thee, 
and thou reigneſt over all; and in thine hand [is] 
power and might; and in thine hand [it is] to make 

13 great, and to give ſtrength unto all. Now therefore, our 
od, we thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious name; he 

_ acknowledges with thankfulneſs his providence, which had fur- 
niſbed them with what they had contributed, and his grace, 
which inclined them to it; and lis mingles with theſe thank- 

14 ful acknowledgments, the deepeſt hunulity. But who [am] 
I, and what [is} my people, that we ſhould be able to 
offer ſo willingly after this ſort, ſo plentifully and ſo 
chearfully? for all things [come] of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee, have only returned what thou 
haſt lent us; we have no reaſon for boaſting, becauſe 

' 15 all the power and ability came from thee. © For we [are] 
ſtrangers before thee, and ſojourners, as [were] all our 
fathers; we are not proprietors, but ſtewards, the land is 
God's: our days on the earth [are] as a ſhadow, and 
[there is] none abiding ; we have but a little time to live, 
and muſt leave alſour treaſures behind; loco then can we bet- 
ter employ it than in God's ſervice, who can give us heavenly 
16 treaſures, and an eternal inheritance. O Lonp our God, 


all 
It is no wonder that fach a. fight fired his muſe, Indeed it 
is natural to when David rejoiced,, to find afterwards. a 


pſalm of praiſe. Accordingly we have here one of his nobleſt, 
moſt devout, and ſpirited compoſitions, tho“ he was now in the 
decline of life. | 
1 This is an alluſion to Lev. xxv. 28. 
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all this ſtore that we have to build thee an 
houſe for thine holy name [cometh] of thine hand, and 
[1s] all thine own; he repeats this important truth, to fix 

17 it deeply on his own mind and their's. I know alſo, my 
God, that thou trieſt the heart, and haſt pleaſure in 
uprightneſs. As for me, in the uprightneſs of mine 
heart I have willingly offered all theſe things : and now 
have I ſeen with joy thy people, which are preſent here, 

to offer willingly unto thee; he had the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion in the conſciouſneſs of his own integrity, and it was a 
great additional comfort that there was ſuch a diſpoſition in 
18 the people. O Lorp God of Abraham, Ifaac, and of 


Ifrael, our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagina- 

tion of the thought of the heart of thy people, and 
prepare their heart unto thee ; by thy grace keep them in 

the ſame pious diſpoſition, that they may not be weary in 

19 eil-doing : And give unto Solomon my ſon a perfect, or 
upright, heart, to keep thy commandments thy teſtimo- 
nies, and thy ſtatutes, and to do all { theſe things, ] and to 
build the palace, [for] the which I have made proviſion; 

to finiſh the work, and behave becoming one ſo highly favour- 

ed. Then David called upon them to give their aſſent 10 the 

© prayers lie had preſented to God, and join in this act of 
20 And David ſaid to all the congregation, Now bleſs 
the Loxp your God. And all the congregation bleſſ- 
ed the Loxp God of their fathers, gave a loud acclamation 

or amen, and bowed down their heads, and worſhipped 
the Lorp, and the king; praſtrated themſelves before the 
Lord, and tſien bowed to the king, to thank him for all his 
kindneſs: and care towards Iſrael, and the happineſs they had 

21 enjoyed in his reign. And they ſacrificed ſacrifices unto 
the Lorp, and offered burnt offerings unto the Loxo, 

on the morrow after that day, [even]. a thouſand bul- 
locks, a thouſand rams, [and] a thouſand lambs, with 
their drink offerings, and ſacrifices in abundance for 

all Iſrael; theſe avere chiefly peace offerings, on which they 

22 ftaſted and rejoiced together: And did eat and drink 
before the Loxo on that day with great gladneſs. And 


they made Solomon the fon of David king the ſecond 
r time, 
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time, and anointed [him] unto the Loxo [to be] the 
chief governor,” and Zadok [to be] prieſt ; he was made 
high prieſt inſtead of Abiathar ; and thus the prieſihood was 
tranſlated to the eldeſt branch of Aaron's family, in which 


it was before Eli's time. 
23 Then Solomon fat on the throne of the Logp as 


king inſtead of David his father, and proſpered; and 
all Iſrael obeyed him; it is called the throne of the Lord, 
24 becauſe God was IſraePs king. And all the princes, and 
the mighty men, and all the ſons likewiſe of king David, 
ſubmitted themſelves unto Solomon the king; ſwore 
allegiance to him, gave the hand under Solomon; either the 
25 antient form or the antient language was ſtill wed: And the 
Loxp magnified Solomon exceedingly in the fight of all 
Iſrael, and beſtowed upon him [ſuch] royal majeſty as 
had not been on any king before him in Iſrael.“ 
26 Thus David the ſon of Jeſſe reigned over all Iſrael, 
27 And the time that he reigned over Iſrael [was] forty 
years; ſeven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty 
28 and three [years] reigned he in Jeruſalem, And he 
died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour : — Solomon his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
29 Now the acts of David the king, firſt and laſt, behold, 
they [are] written in the book of Samuel the ſeer, and 
in the bock of Nathan the prophet, and in the book 
30 of Gad the ſeer, With all his reign and his might, and 
the times that went over him, and over Iſrael, and 
over all the kingdoms of the countries. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. HE generoſity of David and the ſtates of Iſrael 


ſhould excite us to inutate it; and eſpecially 
their zeal for the houſe and ſervice of God. What a 


Vol. III. Rr noble 


nm Solomon was before atiointed, on occaſion of Abſalom's con- 


ſpiracy, by a few of David's ſervants; but now by the repreſenta- 
tives of the whole kingdom, and in 'a more folenin manner. 

This chapter concludes with an account of David's death; 
but we ſhall find ſome other particulars of his reign before that 
event happened, in 1 Kings chap; ii. which need explanation, and 
deſerve attention; and may be read after this. 
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noble figure David here makes, compared with many other 
princes. Let all give encouragement to the worſhip of God 
according to their ability. It is a good work; and with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 

2. It is our duty, by our exhortations and example, to 
lead others to promote the ſervice and honour of God. 
Thoſe who are moſt able ſhould lead the way in acts of 
generoſity, ſet good examples, as David did, and do no- 
thing that is mean. Then they may with a good grace, 
. and hopes of ſucceſs, exhort others to do the like. It 1s the 
duty of chriſtians to conſider one another, and io provoke 
unto love and to good works. | 

3. It affords great ſatisfaction to a good man when leaving 
the world, to ſee a ſpirit of piety and generoſity prevailing. 
David the king rejoiced with great joy. It revived his good 
old heart to ſee ſuch a diſpoſition in the people, and eſpeci- 
ally that his own example ſhould have ſuch a good effect. 
It gives joy to aged and dying ſaints to fee thoſe who are 
likely to ſurvive them —— for God and religion, and 
for the ſupport of his houſe and worſhip. It gives them 
hopes that religion will be ſupported and maintained in the 
world; and that the riſing generation will walk in God's 
_ and tranſmit religion to thoſe who ſhall come after 

em. | 

4. All good diſpoſitions and good deeds are to be aſcrib- 
ed to God. All our good things come from him; he gives 
us wealth and plenty; 40 riches and honour come of thee, And 
if we have hearts to do good with it, that alſo ſhould be 
aſcribed to him, who worketh in us to will and to do. Good 
deeds and generous actions ſhould not lead us to indulge 
pride and vanity, but all ſhould be aſcribed to God, the 
fountain of good. Let us not glory in riches, generoſity 
and r but glory only in the Lord. | 

5. A ſerious conſideration of the ſhortneſs and uncer- 
tainty of human life, ſhould excite us to every good work. 
v. 15, Our days are as a ſhadow; we are ſtrangers; have but 
a little time to ſerve God in; and ſhould therefore embrace 
every opportunity, and every day he kind and bountiful to 
others. If any day hath paſſed without doing ſomething for 
the plory of God and the good of others, n 
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with an eaſtern monarch, * I have loſt a day ;' for we know 
not what ſhall be on the morrow. So vain and tranſient 18 
life! The faſhion of this world paſſeth away; therefore let us 
make a good uſe of it, by being ready to diſtribute and wit- 
ling to communicate, both in temporal and ſpiritual things. 
This will make our lives comfortable, and death happy. 
We ſhall give up our account with joy, and be rewarded at 
the reſurrection of the juſt. 

6. It is a great ſatisfaction to be able to appeal to God 
for the ſincerity of what we do. v. 17, No other facrifices 
are acceptable. Let us enquire into our aims and motives, 
that it is not to be ſeen of men, and to gain their eſteem, 
but to glorify God, and to approve ourſelves in his fight. 
Others may miſrepreſent our motives, and impute them to 
a bad principle ; but if we are conſcious of our integrity, 
that is enough. 

7. Whenever there is a good diſpoſition in the heart, it 
ſhould be our deſire and prayer that it be kept there. 
When we find this in our own hearts, let us pray as v. 18. 
Lord, keep it there, that it be not loſt or weakened. Alſo, 
when in the hearts of others, when we ſee relations and 
friends in a good mind, ſhowing good inclinations and de- 
fires, let us pray that God would keep them there z. that 
they may not be loſt or weakened ; that he would eſtabliſh 
every good thought and deſign ; that nothing may remove 


or deſtroy it; that it be not lite the vs cloud, or the early 
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dew, that ſoon paſſeth away. We learfonce more, 

That pious parents are greatlF concerned for their 
children's ſouls, David, amidſt all his joys, hopes, and 
expectations, was chiefly concerned about Solomon's piety, 

v. 19, that he ſhould have @ perfect heart. He does not 
pray that God would make him a rich, great, and learned 
man; but an honeſt and holy man. That is the main 
things without it, every thing elſe is but a ſnare and a 
curſe, This is the beſt bleſſing which can be ſought for our 
children; and God grant that they may all attain it, 
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THE 


Second Book of CHRONICLES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


EIS Book chiefly relates what concerns the kingdom of Judah, 
wit an intermixture of ſome few paſſages concerning the 
Kingdom of Iſrael. 


CHAPTER I. 


The ſolemn offering of Solomon at Gibeon; his choice of wiſdom 
is bleſſed by God, who adds to it riches and honour ; his forces 
and wealth. 


I ND Solomon the ſon of David was ſtrengthened 

A in his kingdom, and the Loxp his God [was] 

with him and magnified him exceedingly. Then 

Solomon ſpake unto all Iſrael, to the captains of thou- 

ſands and of hundreds, and to the judges, and to every 

3 governor in all Iſrael, the chief of the fathers. So 

Solomon, and all the congregation with him, went to 

the high place that [was] at Gibeon; for there was the 

tabernacle of the congregation of God, which Moſes 

the ſervant of the Loxp had made in the wilderneſs. 

4 But the ark of God had David brought up from Kir- 

jath-jearim to [the place which] David had prepared 

for 1t: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jeruſalem. 

5 Moreover the brazen altar, that Bezaleel the ſon of 
Uri, the ſon of Hur, had made, he put before the ta- 

bernacle of the Loxp: and Solomon and the congre- 

s gation ſought unto it. And Solomon went up thither 

to the brazen altar before the Loxp, which was at the 

tabernacle. of the congregation, and offered a thouſand 

burnt offerings upon it. 

7 In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and 

8 ſaid unto him, Aſk what I ſhall give thee. And Solo- 

mon 
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mon ſaid unto God, Thou haſt ſhowed great mercy unto 
David my father, and haſt made me to reign in his 
9 ſtead. Now, O Logp God, let thy promiſe unto Da- 
vid my father be eſtabliſned: for thou haſt made me 
king over a people like the duſt of the earth in multi- 

Io tude, Give me now wiſdom and knowledge, that I 
may go out and come in before this people : for who 

11 can judge this thy people, [that 1s ſo] great? And 
God ſaid to Solomon, Becauſe this was in thine heart, 
and thou haſt not aſked riches, wealth, or honour, nor 
the life of thine enemies, neither yet haſt aſked lon 
life; but haſt aſked wiſdom and knowledge for thyſelf, 
that thou mayeſt judge my people, over whom I have 

12 made thee king: Wiſdom and knowledge [is] granted 
unto thee; and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and 
honour, ſuch as none of the kings have had that [have 
been] before thee, neither ſhall there any after thee 
have the like, 

I3 Then Solomon came [from his journey] to the high 
place that [was] at Gibeon to Jeruſalem, from before 
the tabernacle of the congregation, and reigned over 

14 Iſrael. And Solomon gathered chariots and horſemen : 
and he had a thouſand and four hundred chariots, and 
twelve thouſand horſemen, which he placed in the cha- 

15 riot cities, and with the king at Jeruſalem. And the 
"ws made filver and gold at Jeruſalem [as plenteous] 
as ſtones, and cedar trees made he as the ſycamore 

16 trees that [are] in the vale for abundance. And Solo- 
mon had horſes brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn : 

the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price. 

17 And they fetched up, and brought forth out of Egypt 

a chariot for fix hundred [ſhekels] of filver, and an 

horſe for an hundred and fifty: and ſo brought they 

out [horſes] for all the kings of the Hiftites, and for 


the kings of Syria, by their means. 
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CHAP. I 


Salomons labourers for the building of the temple; his meſſage te 
Huram; and Huram's kind anſwer. 


1 A ND Solomon determined to build an houſe for 
the name of the Logy, and an houſe for his 
2 kingdom. And Solomon told out threeſcore and ten 
thouſand men to bear burdens, and fourſcore thouſand 

to hew in the mountain, and three thouſand and fix 
hundred to overſee them. : 

3 And Solomon ſent to Huram the king of Tyre, ſay- 
ing, As thou didſt deal with David my father, and 
didſt ſend him cedars to build him an houſe to dwell 

4 therein, [even ſo deal with me.] Behold, I build an 
houſe to the name of the Loxp my God, to dedicate 
[it] to him, [and] to burn before him ſweet incenſe, 
and for the continual ſhew bread, and for the burnt 
offerings morning and evening, on the ſabbaths, and 
on the new moons, and on the ſolemn feaſts of the 
Lorp our God. This [is an ordinance] for ever to 

5 Iſrael. And the houſe which I build [is] great: for 
6 great [is] our God above all gods. But who is able to 
build him an houſe, ſeeing the heaven and heaven of 
heavens cannot contain him? who [am] 1 then, that 

I ſhould build him an houſe, fave only to burn ſacri- 

7 fice before him? Send me now therefore a man cunning 
to work in gold, and in filver, and in braſs, and in iron, 
and in purple, and in crimſon, and in blue, and that can 
ſkill to grave with the cunning men that [are] with me 

in Judah and in Jeruſalem, whom David my father did 

8 proyide. Send me alſo cedar trees, fir trees, and algum 
trees, out of Lebanon: for I know that thy ſervants 
can ſkill to cut timber in Lebanon; and, behold, my 
9 ſervants [ſhall be] with thy ſervants, Even to prepare 
me timber in abundance: for the houſe which I am 
10 about to build [ſhalt be] wonderful great. And, be- 
hold, I will give to thy ſervants, the hewers that cut 
timber, twenty thouſand meaſures of beaten wheat, and 
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twenty thouſand meaſures of barley, and twenty thou- 
ſand baths of wine, and twenty thouſand baths of oil, 
iz Then Huram the king of Tyre anſwered in writing, 
which he ſent to Solomon, Becauſe the Lord hath 
loved his people, he hath made thee king over them. 
12 Huram ſaid moreover, Bleſſed [be] the Loxp God of 
Iſrael, that made heaven and earth, who hath given to 
David the king a wiſe ſon, endued with prudence and 
underſtanding, that might build an houſe for the Lozp, 
13 and an houſe for his kingdom. And now I have ſent 
a cunning man, endued with underſtanding, of Huram 
14 my father's, The ſon of a woman of the daughters of 
Dan, and his father [was] a' man of Tyre, ſkilful to 
work in gold, and in ſilver, in braſs, in iron, in tone, 
and in N in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, 
and in crimſon; alſo to grave any manner of graving, 
and to find out every device which ſhall be put to him, 
with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of 
15 my lord David thy father. Now therefore the wheat, 
and the barley, the oil, and the wine, which my lord 
16 hath ſpoken of, let him ſend unto his ſervants: And 
we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou 
ſhalt need: and we will bring it to thee in flotes by ſea 
to Joppa; and thou ſhalt carry it up to Jeruſalem. 
17 And Solomon numbered all the ſtrangers that [were] 
in the land of Iſrael, after the numbering wherewith 
David his father had numbered them ; and they were 
found an hundred and fifty thouſand and three thou- 
18 ſand and fix hundred. And he ſet threeſcore and ten 
thouſand of them [to be] bearers of burdens, and four- 
ſcore thouſand [to be] hewers in the mountain, and 
three thouſand and fix hundred overſeers to ſet the 


ple a work. 


—— 


CHAEFP Oo 


The ſituation of the temple, and the time it was began; the 
meaſure and ornaments of the houſe; and a deſcription of the 
cherubims. | . 
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II. CHRONICLES. III. 
HEN Solomon began to build the houſe of the 


Loxp at Jeruſalem in mount Moriah, where 
[the Loxp] appeared unto David his father, in the 
place that David had prepared in the threſhing floor of 
Ornan the Jebuſite. And he began to build in the 
ſecond [day] of the ſecond month, in the fourth year 
of his reign. 

Now theſe [are the things wherein] Solomon was in- 
ſtructed for the building of the houſe of God. The 
length by cubits after the firſt meaſure [was] threeſcore 
cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits. And the porch 
that [was] in the front [of the houſe,] the length [of 
it was] according to the breadth of the houſe, twenty 
cubits, and the height [was] an hundred and twenty : 
and he overlaid it within with pure gold. And the 

reater houſe he cieled with fir tree, which he overlaid 
with fine gold, and ſet thereon palm trees and chains. 
And he garniſhed the houſe with precious ſtones for 
beauty: and the gold [was] gold of Parvaim. He 
overlaid alſo the houſe, the beams, the poſts, andt he 
walls thereof, and the doors thereof, with gold; and 
graved cherubims on the walls. 

And he made the moſt holy houſe, the length where- 
of [was] according to the breadth of the houſe, twenty 


cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits : and he 


overlaid it with fine gold, [amounting] to fix hundred 
talents. And the weight of the nails | was] fifty ſhekels 
of gold. And he overlaid the upper chambers with 
cold, And in the moſt holy houſe he made two cheru- 
bims of image work, and overlaid them with gold. And 
the wings of the cherubims [were] twenty cubits long : 
one wing [ of the one cherub was] five cubits, reaching 


to the wall of the houſe: and the other wing [was like- 


- wiſe] five cubits, reaching to the wing of the other 


I2 


13 


cherub. And [one] wing of the other cherub [was] 
five cubits, reaching to the wail of the houſe: and the 
other wing [was] five cubits [alſo,] Joining to the wing 
of the other cherub. The wings of theſe cherubims 
ſpread themſelves forth twenty cubits : and they ſtood 
on their feet, and their faces [were] inward, 

PR NE | 14 And 
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14 And he made the vail [of] blue, and purple, and 


crimſon, and fine linen, and wrought cherubims thereon, 

13 Alfo he made before the houſe two pillars of thirty 
and five cubits high, and the chapiter that [was] on the 

16 top of each of them [was] five cubits. And he made 
chains, [as] in the oracle, and put [them] on the heads 
of the pillars; and made an hundred pomegranates, 

17 and put [them] on the chains. And he reared up the 
pillars before the temple, one on the right hand, and 
the other on the left; and called the name of that on 
the right hand Jachin, and the name of that on the left 
Boaz, 


— —————— 
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CHAP. Iv; 


A deſcription of the brazen altar, and the molten ſea; the ten 
lavers, the candleſticks, the tables, and the inſtruments of 


gold. 


I OREOVER he made an altar of braſs, twenty 
cubits the length thereof, and twenty cubits 

the breadth thereof, and ten cubits the height thereof. 

2 Alſo he made a molten ſea of ten cubits from brim to 
brim, round in compaſs, and five cubits the height 
thereof; and a line of thirty cubits did compaſs it round 

3 about. And under it [was] the fimilitude of oxen, 
which did compaſs it round about : ten in acubit, com- 
paſſing the ſea round about. Two rows of oxen [were] 

4 caſt, when it was caſt. It ſtood upon twelve oxen, three 
looking toward the north, and three looking toward 
the weſt, and three looking toward the ſouth, and three 
looking toward the eaſt: and the ſea [was ſet] above 
upon them, and all their hinder parts [were] inward. 

5 And the thickneſs of it [was] an hand breadth, and the 
' brim of it like the work of the brim of a cup, with 
flowers of lilies; [and] it received and held three thou- 

6 ſand baths. He made alſo ten lavers, and put five on 
the right hand, and five on the left, to waſh in them: 
ſuch things as they offered for the burnt offering they 
waſhed 
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waſhed in them; but the ſea [was] for the prieſts to 

7 waſh in. And he made ten candleſticks of gold ac. 

cording to their form, and ſet [them] in the temple, 

8 five on the right hand, and five on the left. He made 

alſo ten tables, and placed [them] in the temple, five 

on the right ſide, and five on the left. And N made 

9 an hundred baſons of gold. Furthermore he made the 

court of the prieſts, and the great court, and doors for 

the court, and overlaid the doors of them with braſs. 

10 And he ſet the ſea on the right ſide of the eaſt end, 
over againſt the ſouth. 

11 And Huram made the pots, and the ſhovels, and 

the baſons. And Huram finiſhed the work that he was 

12 to make for king Solomon for the houſe of God; [To 

wit, ] the two pillars, and the pommels, and the chapi- 

ters [which were] on the top of the two pillars, and the 

two wreaths to cover the two pommels of the chapiters 


13 which [were] on the top of the pillars; And four hun- 


dred pomegranates on the two wreaths; two rows of 
pomegranates on each wreath, to cover the two pom- 
mels of the chapiters which [were] upon the pillars. 
14 He made alſo baics, and lavers made he upon the 
15 16 baſes; One fea, and twelve oxen under it. The 
pots alſo, and the ſhovels, and the fleſh hooks, and 
all their inſtruments, did Huram his father make to 
king Solomon for the houſe of the Logp of bright 
17 —4 In the plain of Jordan did the king caſt them, 
in the clay ground between Succoth and Zeredathah. 
18 Thus Solomon made all theſe veſſels in great abund- 
ance: for the weight of the braſs could not be found 
19 out. And Solomon made all the veſſels that [were for] 
the houſe of God, the golden altar alſo, and the tables 
20 whereon the ſhew bread [was ſet;] Moreover the can- 
dleſticks with their lamps, that they ſhould burn after 


. 21 the manner before the oracle, of pure gold; And the 


flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs [made he of] 
22 gold, [and] that perfect gold; And the ſnuffers, and 
the baſons, and the ſpoons, and the cenſers, [of] pure 
gold: and the entry of the houſe, the inner doors 
thereof for the moſt holy ¶ place,] and the doors of the 
houſe of the temple, [were of] gold. 3 
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CHAP. V 


The dedicated treaſures are depoſited in the temple ; the bringing 
up of the ark 7 the covenant into the moſt holy place; while 
God is praiſed, he gives them a ſign of his favour. 

1 HU s all the work that Solomon made for the | | 
houſe of the Lorp was finiſhed : and Solomon | 
brought in [all] the things that David his father had 
dedicated; and the filver, and the gold, and all the in- 
ſtruments, put he among the treaſures of the houſe of 
God. a | 
2 Then Solomon aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, and | 
all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of 
the children of Iſrael, unto Jeruſalem, to bring up the 
ark of the covenant of the Logp out of the city of Da- 
3 vid, which [is] Zion. Wherefore all the men of Iſrael 
aſſembled themſelves unto the king in the feaſt which 
4 [was] in the ſeventh month. And all the elders of 
5 Iſrael came; and the Levites took up the ark. And 
they brought up the ark, and the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and all the holy veſſels that [were] in the 
tabernacle, theſe dd the prieſts [and] the Levites bring 
6 up. Alſo king Solomon, and all the congregation of 
Iſrael that were aſſembled unto him before the ark, 
facrificed ſheep and oxen, which could not be told nor 
7 numbered for multitude. And the prieſts brought in 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, to 
the oracle of the houſe, into the moſt holy [place, 
8 even] under the wings of the cherubims. For the che- 
rubims ſpread forth [their] wings over the place of the 
ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the ſtaves | 
9 thereof above. And bg drew out the ſtaves [of the BY 
ark,] that the ends of the ſtaves were ſeen from the ö 
ark before the oracle; but they were not ſeen without. | 
10 And there it is unto this day. [ There was] nothing in 
the ark fave the two tables which Moſes put [therein] 
at Horeb, when the Loxp made [a covenant] with the | 
children of Iſrael, when they came out of Egypt. | 
. | | 11 And SB 
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11 And it came to pals, when the prieſts were come out 
of the holy place: ] (for all the prieſts [that were] pre. 
ſent were ſanctified, [and] did not [then] wait by courſe: 

12 Alſo the Levites [which were] the fingers, all of them 
of Aſaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their ſons, 
and their brethren, [being] arrayed in white linen, 
having cymbals and pſalteries and harps, ſtood at the 
eat end of the altar, and with them an hundred and 

13 twenty prieſts ſounding with trumpets:) It came even 
to paſs, as the trumpeters and fingers [were] as one, 
to make one ſound to be heard in praiſing and thanking 
the Loxy%, and when they lifted up [their] voice with 
the trumpets and cymbals and inſtruments of muſick, 
and praiſed the Lory, [ſaying,] For [he is] good; 
for his mercy [endureth] for ever: that [then] the 
houſe was filled with a cloud, [even] the houſe of the 

14 Long; So that the prieſts could not ſtand to miniſter 
by reaſon of the cloud: for the glory of the Logp had 
filled the houſe of God. | | 


Wo 
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Solemon having bleſſed the people, praiſeth God for the perform- 


houſe ; and his prayer at the conſecration of the temple. 


1 HEN ſaid Solomon, The Lonkp hath ſaid 
2 that he would dwell in the thick darkneſs. But 
I have built an houſe of habitation for thee, and a place 

3 for thy dwelling for ever. And the king turned his 
face, and bleſſed the whole congregation of Iſrael : and 

4 all the congregation of Iſrael ſtood, And he ſaid, 
Bleſſed [be] the LoxD God of Iſrael, who hath with 
his hands fulfilled that] which he ſpake with his mouth 

5 to my father David, ſaying, Since the day that I 
brought forth my people out of the land of Egypt I 
choſe no city among all the tribes of Iſrael to build an 
houſe in, that my name might be there; neither choſe 

6 I any man to be a ruler over my people Iſrael : But I 
have 


ance of his promiſe to David concerning the building of the 
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have choſen Jeruſalem, that my name might be there; 
and have choſen David to be over my 2 Iſrael. 
7 Now it was in the heart of David my father to build 
$ an houſe for the name of the Loxo God of Iſrael. But 
the Lorp ſaid to David my father, Foraſmuch as it 
was in thine heart to build an houſe for my name, thou 
9 didſt well in that it was in thine heart: Notwithſtanding 
thou ſhalt not build the houſe ; but thy fon which 
ſhall come forth out of thy loins, he ſhall build the 
10 houſe for my name. The Lorp therefore hath per- 
formed his word that he hath ſpoken: for I am riſen 
up in the room of David my father, and am ſet on the 
throne of Iſrael, as the Lorp promiſed, and have built 
the houſe for the name of the Loxp God of Iſrael. 
11 And in it I have put the ark, wherein [1s] the cove- 
nant of the Lorp, that he made with the children of 
Iſrael. N. 
12 And he ſtood before the altar of the Lorp in the 
preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, and ſpread 
13 forth his hands: For Solomon had made a brazen 
ſcaffold, of five cubits long, and five cubits broad, and 
three cubits high, and had ſet it in the midſt of the 
court: and upon it he ſtood, and kneeled down upon 
his knees before all the congregation of Ifrael, and 
14 ſpread forth his hands toward heaven, And faid, Q 
Lorp God of Iſrael, [there is] no God like thee in the 
heaven, nor in the earth; which keepeſt covenant, and 
ſhoweſt] mercy unto thy ſervants, that walk before 
15 thee with all their hearts: Thou which haſt kept with 
thy ſervant David my father that which thou haſt pro- 
miſed him; and ſpakeſt with thy mouth, and haſt ful- 
16 filled [it] with thine hand, as [it 1s] this day. New 
therefore, O LoxD God of Iſrael, keep with thy ſervant 
David my father that which thou haſt promiſed him, 
ſaying, There ſhall not fail thee a man in my ſight to 
fit upon the throne of Iſrael; yet ſo that thy children 
take heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou haſt 
17 walked before me. Now then, O Lorp God of Iſrael, 
let thy word be verified, which thou haſt ſpoken unto 
18 thy ſervant Dayid. But will God in very deed dwell with 
men 
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men on the earth ? behold, heaven and the heaven of 


heavens cannot contain thee ; how much leſs this houſe 
19 which I have built! Have reſpe& therefore to the 
prayer of thy ſervant, and to his ſupplication, O Logy 
my God, to hearken unto the cry and the prayer which 
20 thy ſervant prayeth before thee: That thine eyes may 
be open upon this houſe day and night, upon the place 
whereof thou haſt ſaid that thou wouldſt put thy name 
there; to hearken unto the prayer which 2 ſervant 


21 prayeth toward this place. Hearken therefore unto 


the ſupplications of thy ſervant, and of thy people If. 

rael, which they ſhall make toward this. place: hear 

thou from thy dwelling place, [even] from heaven; 
and when thou heareſt, forgive. 

22 If a man fin againſt his neighbour, and an oath be 

laid upon him to make him ſwear, and the oath come 

23 before thine altar in this houſe; Then hear thou from 

heaven, and do, and judge thy ſervants, by requiting 

the wicked, by recompenſing his way upon his own 

head; and by juſtifying the righteous, by giving him 

according to his righteouſneſs, 


24 And if thy 1 Iſrael be put to the worſe before 


the enemy, becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; and 
ſhall return and confeſs thy name, and pray and make 

25 ſupplication before thee in this houſe; Then hear thou 
from the heavens, and forgive the fin of thy people Iſ- 
rael, and bring them again unto the land which thou 
gaveſt to them and to their fathers, | 

26 When the heaven is ſhut up, and there is no rain, 
becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; [yet] if they 
pray toward this place, and confeſs thy name, and 

27 turn from their fin, when thou doſt afflict them: Then 
hear thou from heaven, and forgive the fin of thy ſer- 
vants, and of thy people Iſrael, when thou haſt taught 
them the good way, wherein they ſhould walk; and 
ſend rain upon thy land, which thou haſt given unto 
thy people for an inheritance. 

28 If there be dearth in the land, if there be peſtilence, 
if there be blaſting, or mildew, locuſts, or caterpillers; 
if their enemies Vefiege them in the cities of their 

land; 
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land; whatſoever ſore, or whatſoever ſickneſs [there 

29 be: Then] what prayer [or] what ſupplication ſoever 
ſhall be made of any man, or of all thy people Iſrael, 
when every one ſhall know his own fore and his own 
grief, and ſhall ſpread forth his hands in this houſe: 

30 Then hear thou . heaven thy dwelling place, and 
forgive, and render unto every man according unto all 
his ways, whoſe heart thou knoweſt; (for thou only 

31 knoweſt the hearts of the children of men:) That they 
may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, ſo long as they live 
in the land which thou gaveſt unto our fathers. 

32 Moreover concerning the ſtranger, which is not of 
thy people Iſrael, but is come from a far country for 
thy great name's ſake, and thy mighty hand, and thy 
ſtretched out arm; if they come and pray in this houſe; 

33 Then hear thou from the heavens, [even] from thy 
dwelling place, and do according to all that the ſtranger 
calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may 
know thy name and fear thee, as [doth] thy people 
Iſrael, and may know that this houſe which I have 
built is called by thy name, 

34 If thy people go out to war againſt their enemies by 
the way that thou ſhalt ſend them, and they pray unto 
thee toward this city which thou haſt choſen, and the 

35 houſe which I have built for thy name; Then hear 
thou from the heavens their prayer and their ſupplica- 
tion, and maintain their 3 | 

36 If they fin againſt thee, (for [there is] no man which 
ſinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and de- 
liver them over before [their] enemies, and they carry 

37 them away captives unto a land far off or near; Yet 
[if ] they bethink themſelves in the land whither they 
are carried captive, and turn and pray unto thee in the 
land of their captivity, ſaying, We have ſinned, we 

38 have done amiſs, and have dealt wickedly: If they re- 
turn to thee with all their heart and with all their ſoul 
in the land of their captivity, whither they have carried 
them captives, and pray toward their land, which thou 
gaveſt unto their fathers, and [toward] the city which 
thou haſt choſen, and toward the houſe which I have 

built 
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39 built for thy name: Then hear thou from the heavens, 

2 from thy dwelling place, their prayer and their 

upplications, and maintain their cauſe, and forgive 
thy people which have ſinned againſt thee. 

Now, my God, let, I beſeech thee, thine eyes be 

open, and [let] thine ears [be] attent unto the prayer 

41 [that is made] in this place. Now therefore ariſe, O 

Logp God, into thy _—_ place, thou, and the ark 

of thy ftrength : let thy prieſts, O Logp God, be cloth. 

ed with ſalvation, and let thy ſaints rejoice in good- 

42 neſs. O Loxrp God, turn not away the face of thine 

anointed : remember the mercies of David thy ſervant, 


KF. VAL 


The acceptance of Solomon's prayer teſtified by fire from heaven; 
upon which the people worſhip God; and Solomon ſacrifices 
at the dedication. 


I OW when Solomon had made an end of pray- 
ing, the fire came down from heaven, and con- 
ſumed the burnt offering and the ſacrifices; and the 
2 glory of the Loxp filled the houſe. And the prieſts 
could not enter into the houſe of the Loxp, becauſe the 
3 glory of the Loxp had filled the Loxp's houſe. And 
when all the children of Iſrael ſaw how the fire came 
down, and the glory of the Loxp upon the houſe, they 
bowed themſelves with their faces to the ground upon 
the pavement, and worſhipped, and praiſed the Lozo, 
ſaying,] For [he is] good; for his mercy [endureth] 

or ever. 
Then the king and all the people offered ſacrifices 
5 before the Lon p. And king Solomon offered a facri- 
fice of twenty and two thouſand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thouſand ſheep: ſo the king and all the 
6 people dedicated the houſe of God. And the priefts 
waited on their offices: the Levites alſo with inſtru- 
ments of muſick of the Lozxp, which David the king 
had made to praiſe the Logp, becauſe his mercy [en- 
dureth] 
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dureth] for ever, when David praiſed by their miniſ- 
try; and the prieſts ſounded trumpets before them, and 
7 all Iſrael ſtood. Moreover Solomon hallowed the mid- 
dle of the court that [was] before the houſe of the 
Lord: for there he offered burnt offerings, and the 
fat of the peace offerings, becauſe the brazen altar 
which Solomon had made was not able to receive the 
burnt offerings, and the meat offerings, and the fat. 

8 Alſo at the ſame time Solomon kept the feaſt ſeven 
days, and all Iſrael with him, a very great congrega- 
tion, from the entering in of Hamath-unto the river of 

9 Egypt. And in the eighth day they made a ſolemn 

embly : for they kept the dedication of the altar 
10 ſeven days, and the feaſt ſeven days. And on the three 
and twentieth day of the ſeventh month he ſent the 
people away into. their tents, glad and merry in heart 
for the goodneſs that the Lorp had ſhowed unto Da- 
I1 vid, and to Solomon, and to Iſrael his people. Thus 
Solomon finiſhed the houſe of the Lorxp, and the 
king's houſe : and all that came into Solomon's heart 
to make in the houſe of the Lorp, and in his own 
houſe, he proſperouſly effected. 
12 And the Loxp appeared to Solomon by night, and 
ſaid unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have 
13 choſen this place to myſelf for an houſe of ſacrifice. If 
I ſhut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I com- 
mand the locuſts to devour the land, or if I ſend peſti- 
14 lence among my people; If my people, which are cal- 
ed by my name, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, 
and ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
Is fin, and will heal their land. Now mine eyes ſhall be 
open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer [that is 
16 made] in this place. For now have I Sod and ſanc- 
tified this houſe, that my name may'be there for ever: 
and mine eyes and mine heart ſhall be there perpetually. 


17 And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David 


thy father walked, and do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and ſhalt obſerve my ftatutes and my 
19 judgments; Then will 1: ſtabliſn the throne of thy 
Vol. III. 88 kingdom 
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kingdom, according as I have covenanted with David 
tmp father, ſaying, There ſhall not fail thee a man [to 
19 be] ruler in Iſrael. But if ye turn away, and forſake 
my ſtatutes and my commandments, which I have ſet 
before you, and ſhall go and ſerve other gods, and wor- 
20 ſhip them; Then will I pluck them up by the roots 
out of my land which I have given them; and this 
houſe which I have ſanctified for my name, will I caſt 
out of my ſight, and will make it [to be] a proverb, 
21 and a by-word among all nations. And this houſe, 
which is high, ſhall be an aſtoniſhment to every one 
that paſſeth by it; ſo that he ſhall ſay, Why hath the 
Lorp done thus unto this land, and unto this houſe ? 
22 And it ſhall be anſwered, Becauſe they forſook the 
Lorp God of their fathers, which brought them forth 
out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, 
and worſhipped them, and ſerved them : therefore 
hath he brought all this evil upon them. 


CHAP. VIII. 


An account of Solomon's buildings ; the remnants of the Hittites, 
Sc. made tributaries ;, and Solomon's yearly ſacrifices. 


I ND it came to paſs at the end of twenty years, 
5 wherein Solomon had built the houſe of the 
2 Lox, and his own houſe, That the cities which Hu- 
ram had reſtored to Solomon, Solomon built them, 
3 and cauſed the children of Iſrael to dwell there. And 
Solomon went to Hamath-zobah, and prevailed againſt 
4 it. And he built Tadmor in the wilderneſs, and all the 
5 ſtore cities, which he built in Hamath. Alſo he built 
Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-horon the nether, 
6 fenced cities, with walls, gates, and bars; And Baal- 
ath, and all the ſtore cities that Solomon had, and all 
the chariot cities, and the cities of the horſemen, and 

all that Solomon deſired to build in Jeruſalem, and in 
Lebanon, and throughout all the land of his dominion. 
7 [As for] all the people [that were] left of the Hit- 
tites, 
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tites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebuſites, which [were] not of Iſrael, 

8 [But] of their children, who were left after them in the 
land, whom the children of Iſrael conſumed not, them 
did Solomon make to pay tribute until this day. But 

of the children of Iſrael did Solomon make no ſervants 
for his work; but they [were] men of war, and chief 
of his captains, and captains of his chariots and horſe- 

Io men. And theſe [were] the chief of king Solomon's 
officers, [even] two hundred and fifty, that bare rule 

over the people. 

11 And Solomon brought up the daughter of Pharaoh 
out of the city of David unto the houſe that he had 
built for her: for he ſaid, My wife ſhall not dwell in 
the houſe of David king of Iſrael, becauſe [the places 
are] holy, whereunto the ark of the Lox p hath come. 

12 Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the 
Lord on the altar of the Lok, which he had built 

13 before the porch, Even after a certain rate every day, 
offering according to the commandment of Moſes, on 
the ſabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the folemn 

| feaſts, three times in the year, [even] in the feaſt of 
unleavened bread, and in the feaſt of weeks, and in the 
feaſt of tabernacles. 5 

14 And he appointed according to the order of David 
his father, the courſes of the prieſts to their ſervice, 
and the Levites to their charges, to praiſe and miniſter 
before the prieſts, as the duty of every day required : 
the porters alſo by their courſes at every gate: for fo 

15 had David the man of God commanded. And they 
departed not from the commandment of the king unto 
the prieſts and Levites concerning any matter, or con- 
cerning the treaſures. 5 

16 Now all the work of Solomon was prepared unto the 
day of the foundation of the houſe of the Loxb, and 
until it was finiſhed. [So] the houſe of the Lok D was 
perfected. 

17 Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to Eloth; 

18 at the ſea fide in the land of Edom. And Huram ſent 

- - him by the hands of \ CRY ſhips, and _—_— 

7 95 2 t 
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that had knowledge of the ſea; and they went with the 
ſervants of Solomon to Ophir, and took thence four 


hundred and fifty talents of gold, and. brought them] 
to king Solomon. 


— 
— — . ¶ . ——. 


HK. IX. 


The queen of Shieba's viſit to Solomon; her admiration of his 
wiſdom ; and an account of his riches and death. 


I N D when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
A of Solomon, ſhe came to prove Solomon with 
hard queſtions at Jeruſalem, with a very great company, 
and camels that bare ſpices, and gold in abundance, 
and precious ſtones: and when ſhe was come to Solo- 
mon, ſhe communed with him of all that was in her 

2 heart. And Solomon told her all her queſtions: and 
there was nothing hid from Solomon which he told her 

3 not. And when the queen of Sheba had ſeen the wiſ- 

4 dom of Solomon, and the houſe that he had built, And 
the meat of his table, and the fitting of his ſer- 
vants, his cupbearers alſo, and their apparel, and the 
attendance of his miniſters, and their apparel; and 
his aſcent by which he went up into the houſe of 

5 the Lonp; there was no more ſpirit in her. And ſhe 
ſaid to the king, [It was] a true report which I heard 
in mine own land of thine a&s, and of thy wiſdom: 

6 Howbeit I believed not their words, until I came, and 
mine eyes had ſeen [it:] and, behold, the one half of 
the greatneſs of thy wiſdom was not told me: [for] 

7 thou exceedeſt the fame that I heard. Happy [are] 
thy men, and happy [are] theſe thy ſervants, which 
ſtand continually before thee, and hear thy wiſdom. 

8 Bleſſed be the Loxp thy God, which delighted in thee 

do ſet thee on his throne, [to be] king for the Logo 
thy God: becauſe thy God loved Iſrael, to eſtabliſh 
them for ever, therefore made he thee king over them, 

9 to do judgment and juſtice. And ſhe gave the king an 
hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of ſpices great 

abundance, and precious ſtones: neither was —_— 
| u 
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ſuch ſpice as the queen of Sheba gave king Solomon. 

10 And the ſervants alſo of Huram, and the ſervants of 

Solomon, which brought gold from Ophir, brought 

11 algum trees and precious ſtones. And the king made 

[of] the algum trees terraces to the houſe of the Logo, 

and to the king's palace, and harps and pfalteries for 

fingers : and there were none ſuch ſeen before in the 

12 land of Judah. And king Solomon gave to the queen 

of Sheba all her defire, whatſoever ſhe aſked, befides 

that] which ſhe had brought unto the king. So ſhe 

turned, and went away to her own land, ſhe and her 
ſervants, 

13 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 

year was fix hundred and threeſcore and fix talents of 

I4 — Beſides [that which] chapmen and merchants 

rought. And all the kings of Arabia and governors 

of the country brought gold and ſilver to Solomon. 

15 And king Solomon made two hundred targets [of ] 

beaten gold: fix hundred ſſhekels] of beaten gold 

16 went to one target. And three hundred ſhields [made 

he of] beaten gold: three hundred [ ſhekels] of gold 

went to one ſhield. And the king put them in the 

17 houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon. Moreover the king 

made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure 

18 = And [there were] fix ſteps to the throne, with a 

footſtool of gold, [which were] faſtened to the throne, 

and ftays on each fide of the fitting place, and two lions 

19 ſtanding by the ſtays; And twelve lions ſtood there on 

the one fide and on the other upon the fix ſteps. There 

20 was not the like made in any kingdom, And all the 

drinking veſſels of king Solomon [were of] gold, and all 

the veſſels of the houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon [were 

of] pure gold: none [were of] ſilver; it was [not] any 

21 thing accounted of in the days of Solomon. For the 

king's ſhips went to Tarſhiſh with the ſervants of Hu- 

ram: every three years once came the ſhips of Tar- 

ſhiſh bringing gold, and ſilver, ivory, and apes, and 

22 peacocks. 2 king Solomon paſſed all the kings of 

23 the earth in riches and wiſdom. And all the kings of 

the earth ſought the preſence of Solomon, to hear his 

83 wiſdom 


* - .* 
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24 wiſdom, that God had put in his heart. And they 
* every man his preſent, veſſels of ſilver, and 
veſſels of gold, and raiment, harneſs, and ſpices, horſes, 
25 and mules, a rate year by year. And Solomon had 
four thouſand ſtalls for horſes and chariots, and twelve 
thouſand horſemen; whom he beſtowed in the chariot. 
cities, and with the king at Jeruſalem. 
26 And he reigned over all the kings from the river 
even unto the land of the Philiſtines, and to the bor- 
27 der of Egypt. And the king made ſilver in Jeruſa- 
lem as ſtones, and cedar-trees made he as the ſyca- 
more-trees that [are] in the low plains in abundance, 
28 And they brought unto Solomon horſes out of Egypt, 
and out of all lands. | | 
29 Now the reſt of the acts of Solomon, firſt and laſt, 
fare] they not written in the book of Nathan the 
prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, 
and in the viſions of Iddo the ſeer againſt Jeroboam 
30 the ſon of Nebat? And Solomon reigned in Jeruſa- 
31 lem over all Iſrael forty years. And Solomon ſlept 
with his fathers, and he was buried in the city of David 
his father: and Rehoboam his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


CHAP. X. 


Rehoboam by refuſing the old men's counſel, cauſeth the ten 
tribes to revolt; at which he flecth. 


I NP Rehoboam went to Shechem : for to She- 
chem were all Iſrael come to make him king. 

2 And it came to paſs, when Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
who [was] in Egypt, whither he had fled from the 
wreſence of Solomon the king, heard [it,] that Jero- 
(wh. returned out of Egypt. And they ſent and 
called him, So Jeroboam and all Iſrael came and 
4 ſpake to Rehoboam, ſaying, Thy father made our 
yoke grievous; now therefore eaſe thou ſomewhat the 
grievous ſervitude of thy father, and his heavy yoke 


5 that he put upon us, and we will ſerve thee, any 10 
| | Ir al 
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ſaid unto them, Come again unto me after three days. 
And the people departed. 
6 And king Rehoboam took counſel with the old 
men. that had ſtood before Solomon his father while 
he yet lived, ſaying, What counſel give ye [me] to 
return anſwer to this people? And they ſpake unto 
him, ſaying, If thou be kind to this people, and pleaſe 
them, and ſpeak good words to them, they will be thy 
$ ſervants for ever. But he forſook the counſel which 
the old men gave him, and took counſel with the 
young men that were brought up with him, that ſtood 
9 before him. And he faid unto them, What advice 
give ye that we may return anſwer to this people, 
which have ſpoken to me, ſaying, Eaſe ſomewhat the 
10 yoke that thy father did put upon us? And the young 
men that were brought up with him ſpake unto him, 
ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou anſwer the people that ſpake 
unto thee, ſaying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, 
but make thou [it] ſomewhat lighter for us; thus ſhalt 
thou ſay unto them, My little [ finger] ſhall be thicker 


11 than my father's loins. For whereas my father put a 


heavy yoke upon you, I will put more to your yoke: 
my father chaſtiſed you with whips, but I [will chaſtiſe 
12 you] with ſcorpions. So Jeroboam and all the people 
came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king bade, 


13 ſaying, Come again to me on the third day. And the 


king anſwered them roughly; and king Rehoboam 

14 forſook the counſel of the old men, And anſwered 
them after the advice of the young men, ſaying, My 
father made your yoke heavy, but I will add thereto: 
my father chaſtiſed you with whips, but I [will chaſtiſe 

15 you] with ſcorpions. So the king hearkened not unto 
the people: for the cauſe was of God, that the Lozp 
might perform his word, which he ſpake by the hand 

of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. 

16 And when all Iſrael [ſaw] that the king would not 
hearken unto them, the people anſwered the king, ſay- 
ing, What portion have we in David? and [we have] 
none inheritance in the ſon of Jeſſe: every man to your 
tents, O Iſrael: [and] now, David, ſee to thine own 

| Sſ4 houſe, 
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17 houſe. So all Iſrael went to their tents. But [as for] 
the children of Iſrael that dwelt in the cities of Judah, 

18 Rehoboam reigned over them. Then king Rehoboam 
ſent Hadoram that [was] over the tribute; and the 
children of Iſrael ſtoned him with ſtones, that he died. 
But king Rehoboam made ſpeed to get him up to 

19 [his] chariot, to flee to Jeruſalem. And Iſrael rebelled 
againſt the houſe of David unto this day. 


C HAP. XI. 

Rehoboam raiſing an army to ſubdue Iſrael, is forbidden by the 
prophet Shemaiah : an account of Rehoboam's wives and 
children. | | 

I N D when Rehoboam was come to Jeruſalem, he 
A gathered of the houſe of Judah and Benjamin an 
undred and fourſcore thouſand choſen [men,] which 
were warriors, to fight againſt Iſrael, that he might 

2 bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam. But the word 
of the Loxd came to Shemaiah the man of God, ſay- 

3 ing, Speak unto Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon, king 
of Judah, and to all Iſrael in Judah and Benjamin, 

4 faying, Thus faith the Lorn, Ye ſhall not go up, nor 

fight againſt your brethren: return every man to hi 
houſe : for this thing is done of me. And they obeyed 
the words of the Logp, and returned from going 
againſt Jeroboam. 1 
And Rehoboam dwelt in Jeruſalem, and built cities 

6 for defence in Judah. He built even Beth- lehem, and 
7 Etam, and Tekoa, And Beth-zur, and Shoco, and 
8 9 Adullam, And Gath, and Mareſhah, and Ziph, And 
10 Adoraim, and Lachiſh, and Azekah, And Zorah, and 
Aijalon, and Hebron, which [are] in Judah, and in 

11 Benjamin fenced cities. And he fortified the . 
holds, and put captains in them, and ſtore of victual, 

12 and of oil and wine, And in every ſeveral city [he 

ut] ſhields and ſpears, and made them exceeding 
5 having Judah and Benjamin on his ſide. 
5 14 And 


I 
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13 And the prieſts and the Levites that [were] in all 
14 Iſrael reſorted to him out of all their coaſts, For the 
Levites left their ſuburbs and their poſſeſſion, and 
came to Judah and Jeruſalem: for Jeroboam and his 
ſons had caſt them off from executing the prieſt's office 
15 unto the Lord: And he ord=ined him prieſts for the 
high places, and for the devils, and for the calves 
16 which he had made. And after them out of all the 
tribes of Iſrael, ſuch as ſet their hearts to ſeek the Loxo 
God of Iſrael came to Jeruſalem, to ſacrifice unto the 
17 Loxp God of their fathers. So they ſtrengthened the 
kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the ſon of 
Solomon ſtrong, three years: for three years they 
walked in the way of David and Solomon. 
18 And Rehoboam took him Mahalath the daughter of 
Jerimoth the ſon of David to wife, [and] Abthail the 
19 daughter of Eliab the ſon of Jeſſe; Which bare him 
20 children; Jeuſh, and Shamariah, and Zaham. And 
after her he took Maachah the daughter of Abſalom ; 
which bare him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, and 
21 Shelomith. And en loved Maachah the daugh- 
ter of Abſalom above all his wives and his concubines: 
(for he took eighteen wives, and threeſcore concubines; 
and begat twenty and eight ſons, and threeſcore daugh- 
22 ters.) And Rehoboam made Abijah the ſon of Ma- 
achah the chief, [to be] ruler among his brethren: for 
23 [he thought] to make him king, And he dealt wiſely, 
and diſperſed of all his children throughout all the 
countries of Judah and Benjamin, unto every fenced 
city : and he gave them victual in abundance. And he 
deſired many wives. . 


CHAP. XII. 


Rehoboam forſaking God, is puniſhed by ShiſhaF's invaſion; an 
account of Rehoboam's reign and death. 

I ND it came to paſs, when Rehoboam had e- 
ſtabliſhed the kingdom, and had ftrengthened 
imſelf, he forſook the law of the Log, and all Iſrael 
2 with 
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2 with him. And it came to paſs, [that] in the fifth 
year of king Rehoboam Shiſhak king of Egypt came 
up againſt Jeruſalem, becauſe they had tranſgreſſed 
againit the Lord, With twelve hundred chariots, and 

| threeſcore thouſand horſemen: and the people | were] 
without number that came with him out of Egypt; the 

4 Lubims, the Sukkimms, and the Ethiopians. And he 
took the fenced cities which [pertained] to Judah, and 

came to Jeruſalem, 

5 Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, 
and [to] the princes of Judah, that were gathered to- 
gether to Jeruſalem becauſe of Shiſhak, and ſaid unto 
them, Thus faith the Loxp, Ye have forſaken me, and 
therefore have I alſo left you in the hand of Shiſhak, 

6 Whereupon the princes of Iſrael, and the king, hum- 
bled themſelves ; and they ſaid, The Loxp [1s] righ- 

7 teous. And when the Logp ſaw that they humbled 
themſelves, the word of the Lok came to Shemaiah, 
ſaying, They have humbled themſelves, [therefore] I 

... will not deſtroy them, but 1 will grant them ſome de- 
_  liverance; and my wrath ſhall not be poured out upon 
. 8 Jeruſalem by the hand of Shiſhak, Nevertheleſs they 
ſhall be his ſervants; that they may know my ſervice, 
9 and the ſervice of the kingdoms of the countries. So 
Shiſhak king of Egypt came up againſt Jeruſalem, and 
took away the treaſures of the houſe of the Loxp, and 
the treaſures of the king's houſe; he took all: he car- 
ried away alſo the ſhields of gold which Solomon had 
10 made. Inſtead of which king Rehoboam made ſhields 
of braſs, and committed [them] to the hands of the 
chief of the guard, that kept the entrance of the king's 
11 houſe, And when the king entered into the houſe of 
the Loxy, the guard came and fetched them, and 
12 brought them again into. the guard chamber. And 
when he humbled himſelf, the wrath of the Logo 
turned from him, that he would not deftroy [him] al- 
together: and alſo in Judah things went well. 
13 So king Rehoboam ſtrengthened himſelf in Jeruſa- 
lem, and reigned : for Rehoboam [was] one and forty 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
_ ſeventeen 
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ſeventeen years in Jeruſalem, the city which the Lozp 
had choſen out of all the tribes of Iſrael, to put his 
name there. And his mother's name [was] Naamah 
14 an Ammoniteſs. And he did evil, becauſe he prepared 
15 not his heart to ſeek the Lond. Now the acts of 
Rehoboam, firſt and laſt, [are] they not written in the 
book of Shemaiah the prophet, and of Iddo the ſeer 
concerning genealogies? And [ there were] wars between 
16 Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. And Rehoboam 
ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of 
David: and Abijah his fon reigned in his ſtead, 


— _ — 


c H A P. XIII. 


In 1 Kings xv. at the beginning, we have a general account of 
Abijat's reign and charatter. His heart was not perfect like 
David's; he made a fair ſhow, but wanted fincerity. We 
have here a larger account of Abijah; his war with Feroboam, 
and his victory over hum. 

I OW in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam 
2 N began Abijah to reign over Judah. He reigned 
ree years in Jeruſalem. His mother's name alſo [was] 
Michaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. And there 
was war between Abijah and Jeroboam ; in which pro- 

3 bably Feroboam was the aggreſſor. And Abijah ſet the 
battle in array with an army of valiant men of war, 
[even] four hundred thouſand choſen men : Jeroboam 
alſo ſet the battle in array againſt him with eight hun- 
dred thouſand choſen men, [being] mighty men of 
valour; theſe were prodigious armies, conſiſting of the 
whole ſtrength of each kingdom. 

4 And Abjjah ſtood up upon mount Zemaraim, which 
[is] in mount Ephraim; à parley was agreed upon to ſee 
if the matter could be accommodated, and Abijah ſtood ſo as 
Feroboam and the captains might hear him, and ſaid, Hear 

5 me thou Jeroboam, and all Iſrael; Ought ye not to 
know, that is, conſider and acknowledge, that the Loxp 
God of 1frael gave the kingdom over Iſrael to David 

for 
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for ever, [even] to him and to his ſons by a covenant 
of ſalt? a perpetual covenant, as ſalt preſerves from corrup- 
tion; or rather, a ſolemn covenant made by ſacrifices, which 
were altways ſalted, Lev. ii. 13. He does not exhort them 10 
return to the houſe of David, becauſe God had otherwiſe de- 
6 termined it, but not to fight againſt it. Yet Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat, the ſervant of Solomon the ſon of David, 

7 is riſen up, and hath rebelled againſt his lord. And 
there are gathered unto him vain men, the children of 
Belial ; this was the character of his ſubjefts, eſpecially the 
commanders of them, who eaſily changed their religion and 
forſook God; and have ftrengthened themſelves againſt 
Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon, when Rehoboam was 
young and tender hearted, and could not withſtand 


them; when he was young and unexperienced in ſtate mal. 


ters, and eſpecially in war, and was tender hearted or 

$ cowardly.* And now ye think to withſtand the kingdom 
of the —_ in the hand of the ſons of David; and ye 
be] a great multitude, and [there are] with you golden 
calves, which Jeroboam made you for gods; or, th 


you be a great multitude, ye have golden calves among you, 


9 and therefore your numbers will not ſave you. Have ye 
not caſt out the prieſts of the Loxo, the ſons of Aaron, 
and the Levites, and have made you prieſts after the 
manner of the nations of [other] lands, without any re- 
gard to their country or family ? ſo that whoſoever cometh 
to conſecrate himſelf with a young bullock and ſeven 

rams, [the ſame] may be a prieſt of [them that are] 
10 no gods, But as for * the Loxp [1s] our God, and 
we have not forſaken him as you have done; (1 Kings 
x11, 28.) and the prieſts which miniſter unto the Lozxp 
[are] the ſons of Aaron, and the Levites [wait] upon 
their] buſineſs; is worſhip is maintained and his ſervice 

11 performed by them in an orderly manner : And they burn 
unto the Loxp every morning and every evening burnt 

| ſacrifices 

= This was wrong to reflect on his father, as it does not a 

— that he wanted courage, ſor be raiſed an army, and would 
ave attacked them, but God forbade him. It was moſt to- his 
prey to put it on this footing, intimating that he durſt not 
e done it at any other time, and that his conduct was diſ- 
ingenuous and impious. 


12 


13 


14 
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facrifices and ſweet incenſe : the ſhew bread alſo [ſet 
they in order] upon the pure table; and the candle- 
ſtick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn every 
evening; we omit nothing which the law has required, by 
day or night. It was golitict to recite the ſeveral parts of 
the temple worſhip, and it was all the good he had to ſay for 
himſelf : for we keep the charge of the Lord our God, 
thoſe rules and directions he has given us in charge; but ye 

12 have forſaken him. And, behold, God himſelf [1s] 
with us for [our] captain, and his prieſts with ſound- 
ing trumpets to cry alarm againſt you. O children of 
Iſrael, fight ye not againſt the Loxp God of your fa- 
thers; for ye ſhall not proſper; we pay a ſtridt regard to 
tis laws in war as well as peace, therefore ye do not fight ſo 
much againſt me as againſt Jehovah. 

13 But Jeroboam, who came not ſo much to argue as to 
fight, and was determined that the longeſt ſword ſhould carry 
it, cauſed an ambuſhment to come about behind them : 
ſo they were before Judah, and the ambuſhment [was] 

14 behind them.“ And when Judah looked back, hearing 
4 noiſe behind them, behold, the battle [was] before and 
behind: and they cried unto the Loxo, and the prieſts 
ſounded with the trumpets, imploring the divine aid, and 
encouraging their expectations from God, according to his 

15 promiſe, Numb. x. 9. Then the men of Judah gave a 
ſhout, 7o terrify the enemy and expreſs their confidence in 
God; and as the men of Judah ſhouted, it came to paſs, 
that God ſmote Jeroboam and all Iſrael before Abijah 
and Judah; he terrified the Iſraelites ſo that they fled 

16 without a troke. And the children of Iſrael fled before 

17 Judah: and God delivered them into their hand. And 
Abijah and his people flew them with a great ſlaughter: 
ſo there fell down lain of Iſrael five hundred thouſand 

18 choſen men. Thus the children of Iſrael were brought 
under at that time, but did not become ſubjeft to Judah; 
and the children of Judah prevailed, becauſe they re- 

Ii 
d He was probably ſo much moved as not to truſt to his — 
bers, without recourſe to a ſtratagem, which he thought was worth 
all Abijah's ſine ſpeeches, and would ſoon give an anſwer to all 


his arguments. If a parley was agreed upon, it was baſe to take 
this advantage. 
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lied upon the Loxo God of their fathers, and not upon 

19 their own valour. And Abijah purſued after Jeroboam, 

and took cities from him, Beth-el with the towns thereof, 

20 and Jeſhanah and Ephrain with the towns thereof.* Net. 

ther did Jeroboam recover ftrength again in the days of 

Abijah: and the Loxo ſtruck him, and he died. Jeroboam 

never recovered this blow; the Lord ſtruct him with ſome 

| painful diſeaſe, under which he languiſhed for near twq 
years, and then died miſerably. 

21 But Abijah waxed mighty, and married fourteen 

wives, and begat twenty and two ſons, and fixteen 

22 daughters. And the reſt of the acts of Abijah, and his 

ways, and his ſayings, or wiſe ſentences, [are] written in 

the ſtory of the prophet Iddo: they were worthy record- 

ing in the commentary of the prophet Judo, of whom wwe read 

chap. xii. 15. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. F ET us adore the goodneſs and mercy of God in 
overlooking the infirmities, and pardoning the 
tranſgreſſions of his people. x Kings xv. 5. David had 
many infirmities not mentioned there ; the matter of Uriah 
is forgiven.; the manner in which he is ſpoken of is re- 
* markably gracious, and an encouragement to repentance, 
and to earneſt endeavours to ſerve God with ſincerity, and 
not turn afide from any thing which he commands us, 

There is forgiveneſs with thee that thou mayeſt be feared. 
2. It is a ſign of true wiſdom to try reaſon before force; 


fo Abijah did. He propoſed terms of peace before he 


ent on action, which, whoever gained, muſt be attend- 
ed with prodigious ſlaughter. Force is the laſt refuge of 
a king; and thoſe who are wiſe and good are always tender 
of the lives of their ſubjects, and do not delight in war. 
3. It is common for thoſe who want real religion to boaſt 
much of the profeflion and external forms of it. How elo- 
quently 
It is likely that the calf was carried with them, and ſecured 
by ſome who fled, or was removed from Beth-el for ſafety ; for 


we can ſcarce ſu that when Abijah took the city, he would 
have left it — * Vo | 
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quently e talked of the regular order of the prieſts, and 
the exactneſs of the ſervice of the temple, when his heart was 
not right with God, but followed the vices of his father. 
So the Phariſee ſaid, God, I thank thee that I am not as other 
men. Thus too many chriſtians boaſt of their zeal, the re- 
gularity of their attendance on divine worſhip, and exact- 
neſs in all points of form and ceremony, while their hearts 
are far from God, and ftrangers to the life of religion : 
they think themſelves better than others, when perhaps 

they are really more criminal in the fight of God. Be not 
deceived, God will not be mocked, If the heart be not upright, 
all profeſſion is vain. They are hypocrites in heart, let 
them be ever ſo exact in the rites of worſhip, or talk ever 
ſo fluently, or eloquently, or confidently of their own good- 
neſs, They are an abomination in the fight of God. 


—  ————————  —— —— — — —— — —— . —ö — 


CHAP. XIV. and CHAP. XV, 


In this and the following chapter we have an account of Aſa's 
piety and prudence ;, his great ſucceſs over the army of the 
Ethiopians ; the meſſage God ſent by the prophet, and the happy 
effef it had upon the prince and people. | 

I O Abjah flept with his fathers, and they burie 
| him in the city of David: and Aſa his fon reign- 
ed in his ſtead. In his days the land was quiet ten 
2 years. And Aſa did [that which was] good and right 
in the eyes of the Loxp his God, and began a reformation 
3 in the land: For he took away the altars of the ſtrange 
[gods,] and the high places of ftrange gods, (for other 
high places were left, chap. xv. 17. 1 Kings xv. 14.) and 
brake down the images, and cut down the groves : 
4 And commanded Judah, by a royal edif, to ſeek the 
Loxp God of their fathers, and to do the law and the 
5 commandment. Alſo he took away out of all the cities 
of Judah the high places and the images: and the 
kingdom was quiet before him ; /o that no one made any 
6 oppoſition to his attempt. And he built fenced cities in 
Judah: for the land had reft, and —— 
Ole 
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thoſe years; becauſe the Loxp had given him reſt, 

7 Therefore he ſaid unto Judah, Let us build theſe 
cities, and make about [them] walls, and towers, gates, 
and bars, [while] the land is] yet before us, let us pre- 
pare for war before the enemy attacks us; becauſe we have 
ſought the Loxp our God, we have ſought [ him,] and 
he hath given us reſt on every fide. So they built and 
proſpered; had no diſturbance from the Iſraelites or other 
neighbours while they were thus fortifying themſelves. 

8 And Aſa had an army [of men] that bare targets 
and ſpears, out of Judah three hundred thouſand ; and 
out of Benjamin, that bare ſhields and drew bows, two 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand : all theſe [were] 
mighty men of valour. | 

And there came out againſt them Zerah the Ethio- 
pian,* with an hoſt of a thouſand thouſand, and three 
hundred chariots ; and came unto Mareſhah, à frontier 

10 town. Then Aſa went out againſt him, and they ſet 
the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mare- 
ſhah; Aſa attacked him before he had invaded the land. 

11 And Afa cried unto the Lok his God, and faid, 
Los, [it is] nothing with thee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no power: help us, O 
LokD our God; for we reſt on thee, and in thy name 
we go againſt this multitude, O Logp, thou [art] 
our God; let not man prevail againſt thee. Aſa offered 
tus ſbort but comprehenſiue prayer in the face of the army, 
expreſſing their truſt in God's power, their encouragement 
becauſe he was their God, and would defend his own religion 
12 and his own cauſe. So the Loxo ſmote, or ſtruct terror 
into the Ethiopians before Aſa, and before Judah; and 
13 the Ethiopians fled. And Aſa and the people that 
[were] with him purſued them unto Gerar, à city of the 
Phaliftines, wwho were probably allies : and the Ethiopians 
were overthrown, that they could not recover them- 
ſelves, nor rally their forces; for they were deſtroyed be- 
fore the Loxo and before his hoſt; and they, Aſa's 

| army, 

4 This ſhould be the Arabian, the Ethiopians being too far off; 

the circumſtance of the tents and cattle, v. 15, confirms this. 


14 


1 


to him that came in, 


Be ye ſtrong therefore f. 
. Your hands be weak: for 


44 you 
-8 And when 


Vol. III. 
* Some think this refers to the ſtate of the kingdom of Iſrael 
at that time, as ſeparate f that of Judah. Others, to the whole 


nation of the Jews in the ume of the Judges. 
f Rather, of Azariah the ſon of Oded, as it is in ſome of the 


antient verſions. 
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to Jeruſalem, 
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14 army, carried away very much ſpoil. And they ſmote 
all the cities round about Gerar; for the fear of the 
LoxrD, a terror from God, came upon them: and the 
ſpoiled all the cities; for, there was exceeding —. 
ſpoil in them, which they had taten from the countries they 

15 had ravaged. They ſmote alſo the tents of cattle, he 

tents in which the Arabians lived, and carried away ſheep 

and camels in abundance, which were very common among 
them, and returne 
Car. XV. Aud the ſpirit of God came upon Aza- 

2 riah the ſon of Oded: And he went out to meet Aſa, 
not to compliment but exhort him, leſt he and the people ſhould 

be puffed up with this victory and flacken their diligence, and 
ſaid unto him, Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Ji 
Benjamin; The Lonp [is] with you, while ye be with 
him; and if ye ſeek him, worſhip him alone, he will be 
found of you; but preſume not on his favour without this, 
for if ye forſake him, he will forſake you; if you aban- 
don his «worſhip and fall into apoſtaſy, he will caſt you off, 

3 Then follows an illuſtration of this: Now for a long ſeaſon 
Ifrael [hath been] without the true God, and without 

4 a teaching prieſt, and without law.“ But when they in 
their trouble did turn unto the Loxp God of Iſrael, 
and ſought him, he was found of them, (as Judges 
5 üi. 9, 15.40, 16. 1 Sam. vii. 4, &c.) And in thoſe 
times [there was] no ey to him that went out, nor 

| ut great vexations | were] upon 
6 all the inhabitants of the cauntries. And nation was 
deſtroyed of nation, and citꝶ of city, one part of Ilie peo- 
pꝛle of Iſrael deftroyed another : for God did vex them with 
all adverſity; upon this ii prophet grounds his advice. 
ing out idolatry, and let not 

r work ſhall be rewarded; 

may learn from this fignal vittory you have obtained, 

Aſa heard theſe words, and the prophecy of 

Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away the 


udah and 


x fu abominable 
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abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from 
mount Ephraim, from the cities taken by Abijah his fa- 
ther, and renewed the altar of the Loxp, that [was] 
before the porch of the Lozp, and which by lung neglef 
9 was decayed. And he gathered all Judah and Benja- 
min, and the ſtrangers with them out of Ephraim and 
Manaſſeh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out 
of Iſrael in abundance, when they ſaw that the Loxp 
10 his God [was] with him. So tho gathered themſelves 
together at Jeruſalem in the third month, in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Aſa, at the feaſt of weeks, 
11 or Pentecoſt. And they offered unto the Lorp the ſame 
time, of the ſpoil [which] they had brought, ſeven 
hundred oxen and ſeven thouſand flitep, the /poils of the 
Arablans; burnt offerings for thankfulneſs to God, and peace 
offerings to renew their covenant, by eating part and giving 
12 the reſt to the prieſts and the people. And they entered 
into a covenant to ſeek the Loxp God of their fathers 
13 with all their heart and with all their ſoul ; That who- 
ſoever would not ſeek the Loxp Gd of Iſrael ſhould 
be put to death, whether ſmall or great, whether man 
14 or woman, Deut. xiii. 9. And they ſware unto the 
Loxp with a loud you cen with ſhouting, with ex- 
effions of great joy, and with trumpets of metal, and 
15 = HE And all Judah recep oath : for 
they had ſworn with all their heart, and ſought him 
with their whole defize, hat is, ſincerely and heartily ; 
this was the caſe wi the greateſt part of them however 
ſome were altered afterwards ;, and he was found of them: 
and the Loxp gave them reft round about, and made 
them reap the happy frui ¶ their reformation, in their pre- 
en peace and proſperity 
16 And alſo [concerning] Maachah the mother of Aſa 
the 


® They bound themſelves to what was their duty before, but 
thus they acknowledged the reaſonableneſs of the precept, armed 
themſelves againſt temptation, and encouraged one another; and 
they farther bound themſelves to the laws againſt idolatry 
into execution, 
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the king, he removed her from [being] queen, foot 
away her enſign of authority : becauſe ſhe had made an 
idol in a grove, and Aſa cut down her idol, and 
ſtamped [ it, ] and burnt [it] at the brook Kidron, de- 
17 ftroyed it with the utmoſt contempt. But the high places 
were not taken away out of Iſrael : * nevertheleſs the 
heart of Aſa was perfect all his days; perfef in this, that 

he hated all idolatrous worſhip. 
18 And he brought into the houſe of God the things 
that his father had dedicated, and which he had taken 
from Feroboam, but which he had not brought to the houſe 
"of God, and that he himſelf had dedicated, filver, and 
gold, and veſſels, which he had taken from the Arabians. 
19 And there was no [more] war unto the five and thirtieth 


year of the reign of Aſa: 
REFLECTION $5.4 


1. HOSE who reſolutely ſet about reformation, 
will probably meet with leſs difficulties than they 
imagine, v. 5. It is a diſcouragement to many, when they 
think others are gone too far to mend, and there is no room 
to hope; but let not ſuch be diſcouraged; vice may be 
weaker, and a diſpoſition to amend, ſtronger than we 
imagine. God may ſucceed our endeavours. Tho” iniquity 
abound, let not our love wax cold; at leaſt let us do our 

duty, and leave the event to God. 
2. Our reſt and peace ought to be thankfully acknow- 
ledged, and carefully improved: Aſa did ſo, v. 6, 7. We 


ſhould own the hand of God in publick reſt, in the peace 


and comfort of our families, in ur eaſe of body and quiet- 
neſs of mind, and improve it to work the works of God 
T t2 te 

k She was his grandmother, but called his mother, becanſe pro- 
bably ſhe had the care of his education, his mother dying while 
he was young, and ſo ſhe was regent during his minority. 

i As the word being is not in the original, ſome interpret it, 
that he removed her from the queen, Aſa's wife, leſt ſhe ſhould 
2 her to idolatry. | 

* Perhaps theſe may refer to the high places in Ephraim, where 
the people were ſo much wedded to them, that he thought it not 


good policy to remove themz or rather, to the high places in 
which God was worſhipped, tho“ be deſtroyed all their idols. 
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to grow in wiſdom and holineſs, and exert ourſelves to do 
S 


3. Whatever enemies attack us, let us encourage our. 


ſelves in the almighty power of God, as Aſa did, v. 1c. 
We wreſtle not with fleſh and blood, but with principulities and 
powers. Without are fightings, and within are fears; but let 
us ſtill remember his ſtrength; that we are fighting in his 
cauſe; and therefore put our truſt in him; and not fear 
what earth or hell can do againſt us. 

4. Welearn, that God will be with us while we are with 
him. chap. xv. 2. He will not forſake the fouls that ſeek 
him and cleave to him. F we for/ake him, what can we 
expect but that ke will forſake us. Let this engage us to 
be active and reſolute in religion. It is not without its re- 
ward, v. 7. It brings preſent peace and joy, and hope of a 
glorious reward hereafter. 

3. Thoſe who would ſeek God fo as to find him, muſt 
do it with their whole hearts, v. 12. Muſt ſeek him by 
fervent, conſtant prayer ; ſeek his r by a courſe of 
piety, make heart- work of religion, engage all the 
powers of the ſoul to ſerve God; for thus only will they be 
accepted of him. 

6. It is wiſe to enter into ſolemn engagements to be the 
Lord's, and to renew them with . and joy. It 
is at all times, to prevent temptations, — to keep 
us reſolute; but eſpecially in times of degeneracy, when 
we have bad examples and many temptations about us, we 
ſhould renew them chearfully. The people of Judah were 
not aſhamed nor afraid to let all know that they were for 
God. Times of ſacramental engagements ſhould be times 
of rejoicing in the er, of God. They are pledges of 
his love, means of holineſs, and a ſeal of the covenant of 
eternal life. We are taught, 

7. Not to regard our wicked relations, when we are en- 
gaged in the cauſe of God and religion. So Aſa acted in 
the caſe of his grandmother; neither her authority, her age, 
her ſex, or his obligations to her, prevented him from re- 
moving her. Let our reformation begin at home; let us 
mind firſt our own family, and not ſpare fin in the neareſt 
relative or deareſt fri This will ſhow that our heart is 
upright, and we ſhall not be aſhamed. 1 


= 
fv 
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CHAP. XVI. 
Compared with 1 Kings chap. xv. 25, to the end. 
$17 confidence in the king of Syria; the meſſage of a prophet to 
him, on account of this confidence; with the cloſe of his reign 
and death. 


4 
I ip the fix and thirtieth ,year of the reign of Aſa 
Baaſha king of Iſrael came up againſt Judah, and 
built, or fortified, Ramah, to the intent that he might 
let none go out or come in to Aſa king of Judah; 
= being a frontier town it cut off the communication, and was 
2 a place they could not eaſily paſs without diſcovery. Then Aſa 
brought out ſilver and gold out of the treaſures of the 
houſe of the Lord and of the king's houſe, and ſent to 
Ben-hadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damaſcus, fay- 
3 ng, [There is] a league between me and thee, as 
[there was] between ay father and thy father: behold, 
I have ſent thee ſilver and gold; go, break thy league 
with Baaſha king of Iſrael, that he may depart from 
4 me,” And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Af, and 
nt the captains of his armies againſt the cities or Iſra- 
el; and they ſmote Jon, and Dan, and Abel-maim, 
and all the ſtore cities of Naphtali ; Ben-hadad attacked 
him in the north, while he fortified Ramah in the ſouth. 
5 And it came to paſs, when Baaſha heard [it,] that he 
left of building of Ramah, and let his work ceaſe; it 
6 had the defired effefi. Then Aſa the king took all Judah; 
and they carried away the ftones of Ramah, and the 
timber thereof, wherewith Baaſha was building , and he 
T2 built 
1 There is a remarkable difference between the date of this 
and the parallel place in Kings, Here it is ſaid, in the thirty- 
ſixth year of Aſa's reign; Joſephus ſays in the twenty-fixth. There 
is either a miſtake in ſome carly tranſcriber, or they compute 
from different periods, the death of the poſſeſſor, the eſtabliſhment 
of the empire, or ſome remarkable action, as was the caſe of 
ſome Greek and Roman emperors. So Auguſtus has three dif- 
ferent periods aſſigned him by three different hiſtorians, | 
m This was held lawful in caſes of great neceſſity; but there 
was no neceſſity to uſe theſe treaſures now; the thing was evil 


in itſelf, it was done from a bad principle and for a bad end, 
to make Baaſha violate the publick faith. 


2 
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built therewithGeba and Migpah, fortified his own fran. 


tier — 7 

7 And at that time Hanani the ſeer came to Aſa king 
of Judah, and ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou Haſt relied 
on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lonp thy 

God, who had promiſed him ſucceſs if he continued obedient 

and faithjy!, therefore is the hoſt of the king of Syria 

eſcaped out of thine hand, and reſerved to be a ſcourge 
to thy kingdom and poſtefity hereafter ; whereas if he had 

Joined with Baaſha againſt thee, thou ſhouldſt have over- 
8 thrown them both. Were not the Ethiopians and the 
Lubims* a huge hoſt, with very many chariots and 
horſemen ? yer, becauſe thou didſt rely on the Lox," 

9 he delivered them into thine hand. For the eyes of the 
Lox run t and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of [them] whoſe heart 
[is] perfect towards him. This is the general condutt of 
providence ;, his power and mfg are employed in behalf of 
thoſe that are upright. Herein tu haſt done fooliſhly : 
10 therefore from henceforth thou ſhalt have wars.* Then 
Aſa was wroth with the ſeer, and put him in a priſon- 
houſe, and in the flocks, whereas he ought to have 2d 
him, for [he was] in a rage with him becauſe of this 
[thing.] And Aſa oppreſſed [ſome] of the people the 
ſame time; he grew tyrannical in general, or elſe he pun- 
iſhed ſome of thoſe who interpoſed in behalf of e. 
11 And, behold, the acts of Aſa, firſt and la lo, they 
[are] written in the book of the kings of Judah and 
12 Iſrael. And Aſa in the thirty and ninth year of his 
reign was diſeaſed in his feet, until his diſeaſe [was] 
exceeding great,] yet in his diſeaſe he ſought not to 
the Lorp, but to the phyſicians ; truſted to their ſkill 
and power more than to the goodneſs of God. 


13 And 
» So fearful was Aſa leſt Baaſha ſhould ſeize his kingdom, that 
he made a great cave under ground; perhaps to hide himſelf 
and his treaſures, Jer. xli 9. 
® The inhabitants of Lybia in Africa. F 
- , Þ It was faid Aſa was fect all his days, ſee chap. xv. 17, that 
is, with regard to his 4 againſt idolatry; for there were many 
blemiſhes in his moral conduct. ; 
4 Some think this was a puniſhment for uſing the prophet ſo ll; 
he bruiſed the prophet's feet, and God now made him a cripple, 


.. 


— 
* 


0 lee 


* 


II. CHRONICLES. XVI. 663 


13 And Aſa ſlept with his fathers, and died in the one 

14 and fortieth year of his reign. And they buried him 
in his own ſepulchres, which he had made for himſelf 
in the city ”; David, a vault which he had made for him- 
ſelf and family among the kings, and laid him in the bed 
which was filled with ſweet odours and divers kinds [of 
ſpices] pkepared by the apothecaries' art: and they 
made a Very great burning for him of ſweet perfumes, 
in honour to his remains; which was alſa cuſtomary among 
the Greeks and Romans. 5 


ty Before the Reflections read 1 Kings chap. xv. 25, to the end, 


REFLECTIONS. 


EF, 

I, E infer, that truſt in God is: reaſonable and 

important duty; and he is juſtly diſpleaſed 
with thoſe that do not rely upon him. Thus, becauſe Aſa 
relied not on God, eſpecially after ſuch extraordinary 
appearances of his power and goodneſs in his behalf, he 
brought wars and heavy judgments upon him. Curſed is 
the man that maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth 
from the Lord. | 

2. A belief of God's providence, and experiences of his 
goodneſs, ſhould excite us to truſt in him for the future. 
Thus he reminds Aſa; Were not the Ethiopians a great hoſt ? 
Yet the Lord delivered them into thy hand. The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to ſhow himſelf ſtrong 
in the behalf of them whoſe heart is perfect toward him. God 
has appeared for us in fix and in ſeven troubles; it is there- 
fore unreaſonable to diſtruſt him. He is quick ſighted; 
ſees our wants and dangers in a moment; and is ready to 
help us. Let us therefore truſt in the Lord for ever, for in the 
Lord Fehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. 

3. How difficult is it even for good men to bear plain 
and uſeful reproof ! Aſa was an enemy to idolatry, and 
had a veneration in general for the prophets; but he was 
angry at Hanani the prophet, and oppreſſed him for telling 
him the truth. Pride is too predominant in thoſe who in 
the main are good men; therefore they account thoſe ene- 
mies that deal plainly wich them: but it is an unhappy 

184 temper, 
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temper, very uncomfortable to miniſters, and dangerous to 
themſelves; and it ought cautiouſly to be guarded againſt, 
4. Thoſe who are ſick and pained, are in danger of being 
fretful and peeviſh, and ſhould carefully watch againſt it. 
It is generally ſuppoſed that it was Aſa's diſorder which made 
him abuſe the prophet, and oppreſs his people. Let us guard 
our hearts when viſited with pain and ficknels,, leſt we are 
tempted to murmur againſt God, and behavè in a fretful 
manner with men. Let thoſe who have ſuch infirmities 
watch and pray, geſt at ſuch times they enter into temp. 
tation. | * 
5. The help of creatures ſhould always be ſought with 
a dependance on God. Aſa did right in ſeeking after a 
hyfician. There,was no blame for that ; but he is juſtly 
| blamed for not ſeeking the Lord. All creatures are that 
to us which God makes them. Skilful phyſicians are but 
inſtruments in his hands, and ſhould be uſed and acknow- 
ledged as ſuch. All ſecond cauſes are under his direction; 
without him phyſicians are of no value. Therefore our 
eyes ſnould be ever towards the Lord, to bleſs the means 
uſed; and we ſhould own his hand in every ſucceſs and 
every diſappointment. | | 
6. Honour ſhould be done to the remains and memory 
of good men, tho* they may have had their foibles and 
blemiſhes. The people were ſenſible of Aſa's worth, and 
made à great burning for him. So we ſhould forget the errors 
of ſuch, and do honour to their virtues; eſpecially to 
thoſe who have been publickly and extenſively uſeful, 


The memory of the juſt ſhould be bleſſed. 
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1 | CHAP. XVII. 
Contains the charafter of Fehoſhaphat, and the method he took 


| to promote religion. 
I ND Jehoſhaphat his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 
2 and (trengthened himſelf againſt Iſrael. And he 


placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and ſet 
garriſons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of 
| | Ephraim, 
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3 Ephraim, which Aſa his father had taken. And the 
Loxn was with Jehoſhaphat, becauſe he walked in 
the firſt ways of his father David, and ſought not unto 

4 Baalim ; But ſought to the [LoRD] God of his father, 
and walked in his commandments, and not after the 

5 doings of Iſrael, Therefore the Loxp ſtabliſhẽd the 
kingdom in his hand; and all Judah brought to Je- 
+hoſhaphat preſents ; and he had richeg and honour in 

6iabundance. And his heart was lifted np in the ways 
of the LorDp : he became zealous and very courageous in 
Cod cauſe, his heart being lifted up abave all diſtvurage- 
ments, difficulties and fears: moreover he took away the 
high places and groves out of Judah, wherein idols were 
worſhipped. po | | 

Alſo in the third year of his reign he ſent to his 
princes, [even] to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah,, and to 
Zechariah, and to Nathaneel, and to Michah, to 

8 teach in the cities of Judah. And with them [he ſent] 
Levites, [even] Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and Ze. 
badiah, and Aſahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehona- 
than, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, 
Levites; and with them Eli-ſhama and Jehoram, 

9 prieſts.” And they taught in Judah, and [had] the 
BY of the law of the Lorp with them, and went 
about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught 
the people. He ſoon found the good effett of this, in the 
proſperity of his kingdom, and in preſents from neighbouring 
nations. 

10 And the fear of the Loxp fell upon all the kingdoms 
of the lands that [were] round about Judah, fo that 

11 they made no war againſt Jehoſhaphat. Alſo [ſome] 
of the Philiſtines brought Jehoſhaphat preſents, and 
tribute ſilyer; and the Arabians brought him flocks, 
ſeven thouſand and ſeven hundred rams, and ſeven 
' thouſand and ſeven hundred he-goats. 


12 And Jehoſhaphat waxed great exceedingly ; and he 


13 built in Judah caſtles, and cities of ſtore, And he 
N « had 


r The Levites and prieſts only were to teach the law; but the 


princes went with them, to ſee that it was done, to puniſh obſtinate 


offenders and idolaters, to give greater reſpect to the inſtructors, 
and ſolemnity to the work. 


16 dred an 
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had much buſineſs in the cities of Judah: and the men 

of war, mighty men of valour, | were] in Jeruſalem, 
14 And theſe [are] the numbers of them according to the 
| houſe of their fathers: Of Judah, the captains of 
thouſands; Adnah the chief, and with him mighty men 

15 of valour three hundred thouſand. And next to him 
[was] Jehohanan the captain, and with him two hun- 
arfcore thouſand. And next him [was] 
Amaſiah ſon of Zichri, who willingly offered him- 
felf unto the Lord ; and with him two hundred thou- 


17 fand mighty men of valour. And of Penjamin; Eliada 


a mighty man of valour, and with him armed men 
18 with bow and ſhield two hundred thouſand. And 

next him [was] Jehozabad, and with him an hundred 

and fourſcore thouſand ready prepared for the war. 
19 T waited on the king, beſides [thoſe] whom the 
kin put in the fenced cities throughout all Judah. 


2 Dr * 


* 


—— 


r. . 


0 This Chapter is, in a great meaſure, the ſame as 1 Kings 


chapter xxii. 2 
15 oes with Ahab againſt Ramoth-gilead ; Aiul, 
e ſeduced by falſe prophets, is loin. 
1 OW Jehoſhaphat had riches and honour in a- 
2 bundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. And 
after [certain] years he went down to Ahab to Sama- 
ria, And Ahab killed ſheep and oxen for him in a- 
bundance, and for the people that [he had] with him, 
and perſwaded him to go u om him] to Ramoth- 
gilead. And Ahab king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſha- 
phat king of Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ra- 
moth-gilead ? And he anſwered him, II am] as thou 
[art,] and my people as thy people; and [we will be] 
with thee in the war. 
4 And Jehoſhaphat ſaid unto the king of Iſrael, En. 
quire, 1 pray thee, gt the word of the — to day. 
5 Therefore the king öf Iſrael gathered together of pro- 
phets four hundred men, and ſaid unto them, Shall 
we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or ſhall I forbear? 
£ And 


* 
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And they ſaid, Go up; for God Fill deliver [it] into 
the king's hand. 


6 But Jehoſhaphat ſaid, [Is there] not here a prophet 


of the Lonxp beſides, that we might enquire of him? 
7 And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, [There 
is] yet one man, by whom we may enquire of 
Lord : but I hate him; for he never propheſied good 
unto but always evil: the ſame [is] Micaiah the 
ſon of Imla. And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, Let not the king 
8 ſay ſo. And the king of Iſrael called for one [of his] 
officers, and ſaid, Fetch quickly Micaiah the ſon of 
9 Imle” And the king of Iſrael and Jehoſhaphat king 
of Judah ſat either of them on his throne, clothed in 
[their] robes, and they fat in a void place at the en- 
tering in ot the gate of Samaria ; and all the prophets 
10 prophefied before them, And Zedekiah the ſon of 
Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, "and ſaid, 
Thus faith the Lox, With theſe thou ſhalt puſh Sy- 
11 ria until they be conſumed. And all the prophets 
propheſied ſo, ſaying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and 
proſper: for the Logo ſhall deliver [it] into the hand 
of the king. And the meſſenger that went to call Mi- 
caiah ſpake to him, ſaying, Behold, the words of the 
rophets [declare] good to the king with one aſſent; 
let th rd therefore, I pray thee, be like one of 
13 theirs, and ſpeak thou good. And Micaiah faid, [As] 
the Lon liveth, even what my God faith, that will 
14 I ſpeak. And when he was come to the king, the king 
faid unto him, Micaiah, ſhall we go to Ramoth-gilead 
to battle, or ſnall I forbear ? And he ſaid, Go ye up, 
and proſper, and they ſhall be delivered into your 
15 hand, And the king ſaid to him, How many times 
ſhall I adjure thee that thou ſay nothing but the truth 
16 to me in the name of the Lord? Then he ſaid, I did 
ſee all Iſrael ſcattered upon the mountains, as ſhe 
that have no ſhepherd : and the Lorp ſaid, Theſe 
have no maſter; let them return [therefore] ev 
17 man to his houſe in peace. And the king of Iſrael 
{aid to Jehoſhaphat, Did I not tell thee ſ that] he would 
18 not prophely good unto me, but evil? Again he ſaid, 
T herefore 
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Therefore hear the word of the Loxp; I ſaw the Logy 
fitting upon his throne, and all the hoſt of heaven 

19 ſtanding on his right hand and [on] his left. And the 

Lord faid, Who thall entice Ahab king of Ifrael, that 
he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? And one 
ſpake ſaying after this manner, and another fayin 

20 after that manner. Then there came out a ſpirit, 
ſtood before the Loxp, and faid, I will entice him. 

21 And the Loxp faid unto him, Wherewi And he 
faid, I will go out, and be a lying ſpirit in the mouth 
of all his prophets. And [the Lox op] ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
entice him, J and thou ſhalt alſo prevail: go hut, and 

22 do [even] fo. Now therefore, behold, the Logp hath 
put a lying ſpirit in the mouth of thefe thy prophets, 
and the Lorp hath ſpoken evil againſt thee. 

23 Then Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah, came near, 
and ſmote Micaiah upon the cheek, and ſaid, Which 
way went the Spirit of the Lon from me to ſpeak un- 

24 to thee? And Micaiah faid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee 
on that day when thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber 

25 to hide thyſelf, Then the king of Ifrael ſaid, T 
ye Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon the gov 


Hearken, all ye people. 
28 So the king of Iſrael and Jehoſhaphat- the king of 
29 Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. And the king of 
Iſrael faid unto Jehoſhaphat, I will diſguiſe myſelf, and 
| will go to the battle; but put thou on thy robes. 
the king of Iſrael diſguiſed himſelf ; and they went to 
30 the battle, Now the king of Syria had commanded 
the captains of the chariots that [were] with him, ſay- 
ing, Fight ye not with ſmall or great, fave only with 
31 the king of Iſrael. And it came to paſs, when the 
captains of the chariots ſaw Jehoſhaphat, that they 
ſaid, It [is] the king of Iſrael. Therefore they com- 
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paſſed about him to fight: but Jehoſhaphat cried out, 
and the Logphelped him; and God moved them | to 


32 depart] from him. For it game to pals, that, when 


the captains of the chariots 1 that it was not 
the king of Iſrael, they turnꝭd back again from purſu- 
ing him. | ” 

And a {certain] man drew a bow at a venture, and 
ſmote the king of Iſrael between the joints of the har- 
neſs : therefore he ſaid his chariot man, Turn thine 
hand, that thou mayeſt carry me out of the hoſt ; for 


34 I am wounded. And the battle increaſed that day: 


howbeit the king of Iſrael ſtayed [himſelf] up in [his] 
charigt againſt the Syrians until the even: and about 
the time of the ſun going down he died. 


CHAN VU. 


Jeholbaphar-s return to is kingdom; is reproved by a prophet 
for his alliance with Mab; and appoints magiſtrates in the 


land. 

=. A ND Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah returned to 
* A tis houſe in peace to Jeruſalem, in ſafety ; being de- 
livered from thatimminent danger he was in, ch. xviii. 31, 32. 
2 And Jehu the ſon of Hanani the ſeer, went out to 

him before he came to the city, that being thus admoni 

he might be more ſenſible of the goodneſs of God in lus de- 
liverance, and ſaid to king Jehoſhaphat, Shouldſt thou 
help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Loxp? 
It was cantrary to reaſon, and to the command of God, to 
join in alliance with 10 an infamous wretch as Ahab tuas: 
therefore | 1s] wrath upon thee from before the Lok, 
do brought @ numerous army againſt him, as we read in the 
3 next chapter. Nevertheleſs there are good things found 
in thee, in that thou haſt taken away the groves out of 
the land; the high places dedicated to the idols, and not 
thoſe that were dedicated to God and haſt prepared thine 
heart to ſeek God; haſt done it fincerely and heartily, with 
thought 
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thought and reflection; therefore God dig not puniſh him in 
his perſon, but in his eric. | | 


4 And Jehoſhapha elt at Jeruſalem; he was not 
angry with the pr phy ho father was with Hanani, but 
laid it to heart, yr! bout a further reformation : and he 
went out again though the people from Beer-ſheba to 
mount Ephraim, *and brought them bag” unto the 

5 Lord God of their fathers. Ind he ſet judges in the 
land throughout all the fented cities of Judah, city by 

6 city,“ And ſaid to the judges, Take heed what ye do: 
for ye judge not for maß but for the Loxp, who [is] 

7 with you in the judgment. Wherefore now let the fear 
of the Loxo be upon you; take heed and do [it:] 
for [there is] no iniquity with the Loxp our God, nor 
reſpe& of perſons, nor taking of gifts, and therefore they 

$ ought to imitate him. Moreover in Jeruſalem did Je- 
hoſhaphat ſet of the Levites, and [of] the prieſts, and 
of the chief of the fathers of Iſrael, for the judgment 
of the Lorp, for ſacred and civil matters, and foꝶ pon- 
trove Ma they returned to Jeruſalem, for TFauſes 


r 
received from inferior courts who had applied to i higher 
9 court.” And he charged them, ſaying, Thus ſhall ye 
do in the fear of the Lozp, faithfully, and with a per- 
| fect heart; with an heart poſſeſſed with and guided by tht 
10 fear of God, acting as in his preſence. And what cauſe 
#-doever, by way of appeal, ſhall come to you of your bre- 
+, thren that dwell in their cities, between blood and blood, 
whether the murder be defigned, or an accident,” between 
law and commandment, ſtatutes, and judgments, whether 
| the moral law or poſitive inftutution, where one party pleads 
one law and another another, ye "ang not oni give righteous 
| , Judgment, 
* There were judges in the land before; but they were either 
indolent or corrupt, therefore he now fet up others to. puniſh 
idolatry, and do juſtice between man and man; and he gave them 
a moſt excellent admonition, 
t Judges repreſent God, have their commiſſion from him, his eyes 
are upon them, and his na is concerned in their fidelity. 
Some think this was the ftitution of the ſanbedrim, or great 
council, mentioned in the New Teſtament, which was the higheſi 
court among the Jews. 
This was particularly neceflary, becauſe all the cities of refuge, 


except Hebron, were in the land of Iſrael, ; 
5  & 


9 
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in judgment, but ye ſhall even warn them that they treſpaſs 
| not againſt the Lozy, and [ſo] wrath come upon you, 
97 and upon your brethren; give them charge to behave bet- 
ut ter and to improve the puniſhment of others far their 0:08 
ie warning; this do, and ye ſhall not treſpaſs, but wworthily 


0 11 and honourably diſcharge yourulſice. And, behold, Ama- 
riah the chief prieſt [is] over you in all matters of the 
Lorp, ſuch as are to le judged by the law, the high prief 
being well acquainted with it; and Zebadiah the ſon of 
Iſhmael, the ruler of the houſe of Judah, for all the 
king's matters, where hell of God gives no particular 
direction: alſo the Levites Mall be] officers before you 
ready to aſſiſt and ſee the orders executed, and follow them 
with their advice. Deal courageouſly, and the Lok 
ſhall be with the good; be not afraid of men, and doubi 
rot but God will bleſs you. 


. a 
REFLECOIONS. 


1. UBLICK ſolemn inſtruction is the o reclaim 

backſliders, and prevent thepgſtatyFotf others. 
Jehoſhaphat began at the right end, in ſending princes and 
prieſts to inſtruct the people, as many were ignorant of the 
law, others were not ſufficiently acquainted with it; and 
thus he promotes the reformation. God is wiſe and good 
in appointing ſtafed ſeaſons for religious worſhip and in- 
ſtruction; in giving paſtors and teachers. Theſe have an 
happy influence on the righteouſneſs, peace and welfare 
of nations. All chriſtians ſhould ſay, How beautiful are 
the feet of thoſe that bring glad tidings, who publiſh peace, 
and ſay unto Sion, Thy God reigneth ! 


the wicked, and ſtrengthen them in their wickedneſs. Ahab 
perhaps was hardened by Jehoſhaphat's alliance. At leaft 
Jehoſhaphat ſhowed that he had not that dread of idolatry 
he ſhould have had, and his people might be encourag- 
ed in it by the king's joining with notorious idolaters. 
Shall the ervants o God (v. 2.) help the ungodly, and 
love them/thitt hate the Lord ? Wicked men hate God, 
and we ſhould hate them, that is, hate their crimes but 
not 


* 
1 


. 


#. 


2. God is much diſpleaſed with thoſe that aſſociate with 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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not their perſons; we ſhould ſhun their ſociety, and have 
no communion with them; have no friendſhip with the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them 
come out from among them, and be ſeparate. 
3. Learn to take reproof well, and amend what is amiſs, 
If it is too late to mend tiiè caſe re roved, be more reſo. 
lute in others. Jehoſhaphat took it well. To atone for 
his viſit to Ahab, he made a viſitation thro' his kingdom, 
to reform what was amiſs, and to make up former defect; 
by greater zeal for the future, and eſpecially by attempts 
to reform others, and preventthe increaſe of national guilt, 
4. Here is excellent inſtructions to magiſtrates; and! 
wiſh they were written in every court of juſtice, to remind 
them by whoſe authority they act, whom they repreſent; 
that the eyes of God, the ſupreme judge, are upon them; 
and that they are accountable to him for all their behaviour, 
eſpetially in the judgments” they paſs. And let us all learn 
to ber reſolute and courageoths in the cauſe of God and pub- 
lick virtue, and to pray that our magiſtrates may be ſuch 
that we mi lead,guict and peaceable lives, in all godli- 
neſs and honeſty) * ; 
5. Thoſe who do not prevent fin in others and warn them 
of it, treſpaſs themſelves. v. 10. Ye ſhall even warn then 
tat they treſpaſs not againſt the Lord, and ſo wrath come upon 
yon and upon your brethren. It is every one's duty to promote 
the reformation of others as much as lies in his power; 
otherwiſe he is acceſſary to their guilt and ruin. We 
ſhould warn men that they treſpaſs not againſt the Lord, 
and thus endeayour to prevent national calamities coming 
upon us, remembering that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 
but fin is the reproach of. any people, and will, ſooner or later, 
prove their ruin. 


* 
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CHAP. XX. 
The invaſion of Judah by a numerous army; Fehaſhaphat”s con- 
dutt- on receiving the news of this; the comfortable meſſage ht 
received from' Cod; the grateful acknowledgement of the 
Prince 
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prince and people for this encouragement ; they go forth 
aſſured of victory, with the praiſes of God in their mouths, 


and 


8 


7 able to withſtand thee? 


the event anſwers their expectations. 


T came to paſs after this alſo, [that] the children 
of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with 
them [other] beſide the Ammonites, came againſt 
Jehoſhaphat to battle; #hings went on well till Fehoſha- 
phat joined with Ahab, which he was now puniſhed for. 

2 Then there came ſome that told Jehoſhaphat, ſaying, 
There cometh a great multitude againſt thee from 
beyond the ſea on this ſide Syria; and, behold, they 
[be] in Hazazon-tamar, which [is] En-gedi, on the 

3 very borders of thy country. And Jehoſhaphat, at the re- 
membrance of the judgment denounced againſt him for help- 
ing Ahab, feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lox, 
and proclaimed a faſt throughout all Judah, in zoken 
of his humility, as an acknowledsment of his unworthineſs 
and his earneſt deſire of God's help, while he diſregarded ie 

4 calls of nature to attend to the ſervice of God. And Judah 
gathered themſelves together, to aſk» [help] of the 

| Lord: even out of all the cities of Judah they came 
to ſeek the LoR o. | 

5 And Jehoſhaphat ſtood on an eminence in the con- 
gregation of Judah and Jeruſalem, in the houſe of the 
Lorp, before the new court; the court of the prieſts 

6 newly repaired ; And ſaid, O Loxp God of our fathers, 
[art] not thou God in heaven? and ruleſt [not] thou 
over all the kingdoms of the heathen ? and in thine 
hand [is there not] power and might, ſo that none is 


[Art] not thou our God, 7he 


God of Iſrael, [who] didſt drive out the inhabitants of 
this land before thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt it to the 

8 ſeed of Abraham thy triend for ever?* And they 
dwelt therein, and have built thee a ſanctuary therein 

9 for thy name, ſaying, If [when] evil cometh upon us, 
[as] the ſword, judgment, or peſtilence, or famine, we 
ſtand befor@this houſe, and in thy preſence, (for thy 
name [is] in this houſe,) and cry unto thee in our 


Vol. III. 


LEM Abraham was his friend; to him he gave the original grant, 
and promiſed the perpetuity of it, and theſe were his poſterity, 


U u 


affliction, 


—— 
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affliction, then thou wilt hear and help; pleading the 
folemn manner in which the temple was dedicated, and tht 


10 promiſe God had made there, (1 Kings viii. 37.) And 


now, behold, the children of Ammon, and Moab, and 
mount Seir, whom thou wouldſt not let Iſrael invade, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they 
turned from them, and deſtroyed them not; he plead; 
their ingratitude, in coming up againſt Iſrael, who did not 
11 invade them when they were marching by their land; Behold, 
[I fay, how] they reward us, to come to caſt us out 
of thy poſſeſſion, which thou haſt given us to inherit; 
it is rebelling againſt God, who they well knew had given 


12 them this land. O our God, wilt thou not judge them? 


for we have no might againſt this great company that 
cometh againſt us ; neither know we what to do : but 
our eyes [are] upon thee z; ke applies to the juſtice of God 
in their bekalf, and enforces his prayer by an acknowledge? 


13 ment of their own weakneſs aud perplexity. And all Ju- 


dah ſtood before the Logo, with their little ones, their 
wives, and their children.“ ; 

I4 Then upon Jahaziel the ſon of Zechariah, the fon 
of Benaiah, the ſon of Jeiel, the ſon of Mattaniah, a 
Levite of the ſons of Aſaph, came the Spirit of the 

15 Lord in the midſt of the congregation;“ And he faid, 

- Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem, and thou king Jehoſhaphat, Thus ſaith the Lon 
unto you, Be not afraid nor diſmayed by reaſon of this 
great multitude; for the battle [is] not your's, but 

16 God's; he cauſe is his, and he will ſucceed you. To- 
morrow go ye down againſt them: behold, they come 

up 

© This may ſeem ſtrange, when we compare chap. xvii. 14—16; 

but on a ſudden invaſion they could not gather fo large an army 


together; perhaps they might have loſt many in their expedition to, 
'Ramoth-gllead : or it may intimate their ignorance of the belt” 


means to help themſelves, and therefore they fly to God. 


* It was wiſe to bring their wives and little ones forth, to excitt 
both compaſſion and courage in the minds of thehen ; to make them 
more ſerious and fervent in prayer ; and to e, as it were, the 


divine compaſſion in their favour, 


Perhaps he had never propheſied before, but the ſpirit then 
firſt came upon him; while they were praying God heard, and 


aſſured them of deliverance. 
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up by the cliff of Ziz, and ye ſhall find them at the 
17 end of the brook, before the wilderneſs of Jeruel. Ye 
ſhall not [need] to fight in this [battle ;] ſet your- 
ſelves, ſtand ye [ſtill, ] and ſee the falvation of the 
Lorp with you, O Judah and Jeruſalem : fear not, 
nor be diſmayed ; to morrow go out againſt them ; for 
the LoxD [will certainly be] with you; he aſſures them 
of deliverance, but does not tell them by what means, re- 
peating the encouragement, and inviting them to make an 
18 experiment of God's goodneſs and truth. And Jehoſhaphat 
bowed his head with [his] face to the ground: and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem fell before the 
Loxrn, worſhipping the LorD; they did not aſk a fign to 
confirm this, but, as it was an anſwer to prayer, they fully 
19 believed it. And the Levites, of the children of the 
Kohathites and of the children of the Korhites, ſtood 
up to praiſe the Lord God of Iſrael with a loud voice 
on high; the Levites were ſo affected by this merciful de- 
claration that they ſtood up and ſung a hymn of triumph be- 
fore the victory, and raiſed their voices that they might be 
the better heard, and expreſs their full aſſurance of ſucceſs. 
20 And they roſe early in the morning, and went forth 
into the wilderneſs of Tekoa : and as they went forth, 
Jehoſhaphat ſtood: i the gate of the city, and ſaid, Hear 
me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; Be- 
lieve in the Lorp your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed 
believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper ; ſhall have 
Preſent peace, be delivered from all uneaſy apprehenfions, 


21 and enjoy immediate proſperity. And when he had con- 


ſulted with the people, that is, the commanders and leaders, 
he appointed fingers unto the Lorp, and that ſhould 
. Praiſe the beauty of holineſs, as they went out before 
the army, and to ſay, Praiſe the Loxp; for his mercy 
[endureth] for ever.* | | 


22 And when they began"to ſing and to praiſe, the 


U u 2 Lord 


* They were to praiſe God in the ſame habit and in the ſame 
manner as they did in the Temple, which was called the beauty of 
_ holineſs, being a beautiful and holy place. They probably repeated 
the 136th pſalm, the Levites ſinging the firſt part of the verſe, and 
all the people the chorus, for his mercy endyreth for ever, This Was 
a noble proceſſion, worthy a people who believed in God. 
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Loꝝp ſet ambuſhments againſt the children of Ammon, 
Moab, and mount Seir, which were come againſt 

23 Judah; and they were ſmitten.” For the children of 
Ammon and Moab ſtood up againſt the inhabitants of 
mount Seir, utterly to ſlay and deſtroy them: ] and 
when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, 

24 every one helped to deſtroy another. And when Judah 

came toward the watch- tower in the wilderneſs, they 
looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they [were] 
dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none eſcaped; 

25 they found the greateſt part of their enemies flain. And 

when Jehoſhaphat and his people came to take away 
the ſpoil of them, they found among them in abun. 
dance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious 

| jewels, which they ſtripped off for themſelves, more 
then they could carry away: and they were three days 
in gathering of the ſoil it was ſo much. 

26 And on the fourth day, when they had done gathering 
the ſpoils, they aſſembled themſelves in the valley of 
Berachah ; on the ſpot of ground where the allies lay dead, 
they joined together, in a ſolemn manner, to praiſe the Lord, 
for there they bleſſed the LoxD: therefore the name 

| of the ſame place was called, The valley of Berachah, 
27 that is, bleſſing, unto this dd. Then they returned, 
every man of Judah and Jeruſalem, and Jehoſhaphat 

in the forefront of them, to go again to Jeruſalem with 

joy; for the Loxp had made them to rejoice over their 

28 enemies. And they came to Jeruſalem with pſalteries 
and harps and trumpets unto the houſe of the Lob; 
not content with what they had done in the valley, they re- 

. newed their praiſe at Jeruſalem , appearing before God in « 
. ſolemn manner in the temple. They did not go home to their 
families, or diſpoſe of their booty, but came to the templ:, 

29 where they probably offered many ſacrifices. And the feat 
of God was on all the kingdoms of [thoſe] countries, 
when they had heard that the Loxp fought againſt the 

* enemies 
They lay in ambuſh againſt Judah, but God confounded their 
minds, and they fell upon their own army; and the allies ſuſpet- 


ing treachery fell upon one another; while the Iſraelites had nothing 
to do but to look on. 
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enemies of Iſrael; hey were all alarmed when they heard 
of ſuch a victory, obtained without fighting, and in anſtver 
30 10 their prayers, Sothe realm of Jehoſhaphat was quiet: 
for his God gave him ref 
31 And Jehoſhaphat yay 
thirty and five years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned twenty and five years in Jeruſalem. And 
his mother's name [was] Azubah the daughter of 
32 Shilhi. And he walked in the way of Aſa his father, 
and departed not from it, doing | that which was] right 
33 in the fight of the Loxp, Howbeit, the high places 
were not taken away : for as yet the people had not 
prepared their hearts unto the God of their fatlſers; 
though they complied outwardly. with ſome reformation, yet 
their hearts were not thoroughly purged from their idols. 
4 Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoſhaphat, firſt and laſt, 
behold, they [are] written in the book of Jehu the ſon 
of Hanani, who [is] mentioned in the book of the kings 
of Iſrael. | 
35 And after this did Jehoſhaphat king of Judah join 
himſelf with Ahaziah king of Iſrael, who did very 
36 wickedly. And he joined himſelf with him to make 
ſhips to go to Tarſhiſh: and they made the ſhips in 
Ezion-gaber; this was wrong, and he was reproved for 
37 it. Then Eligzer the ſon of Dodavah of Mareſhah pro- 
pheſied f ging ehoſhaphat, ſaying, Becauſe thou haſt 
joined thyſelf with Ahaziah, the Loxo hath broken 
thy works. And the ſhips were broken, that they 
were not able to go to Tarſhiſh ; Jekoſhaphat repented, 
and broke off the alliance, as we read in 1 Kings xxii. 49. 


REFLECTION'S. 


I HE N publick dangers appear, it is a time for 

prayer. Jehoſhaphat was alarmed at the tidings, 
and therefore proclaimed a faſt, He lays in a ſtock of 
prayers from the firſt appearance of danger, and ſecures 
the help of heaven, Happy is it when good men and 
princes lead the way in ſuch reaſonable and benebicial ſer- 


vices. 


U u 3 2. In 
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2. In prayer we ſhould acknowledge the perfections and 
glory of God, and take encouragement from them. He 
hath almighty power and univerſal dominion. We ſhould 
conſider this to encourage our faitf and hope. | 

3. We may recolle& and N. former inſtances of the 

divine favour and goodneſs. S Jehoſhaphat here, v. 7, 8, 
Art not thou that God who didſt drive out the inhabitants of this 
land, before thy people Iſrael, and gaveſt it to the ſeed of Abra- 
ham thy friend for ever, and they dwelt therein, and built thee 
& ſanfiuary for thy name? This ſhews care to obſerve former 
mercies, and gratitude for them, and ſtrengthens our be- 
lieving expectations of further deliverance. 
„Learn to plead the promiſes of God in prayer, His 
ſolemn declarations are deſigned to give us ſtrong conſo- 
lation. We ſhould treaſure them up in our minds, and 
urge and plead them at the throne of grace. 

5. Let us be duly ſenſible of our own weakneſs, and 
humbly intreat ſtrength of God againſt our ſpiritual ene- 
mies, againſt fleſh and blood, ſatan, and the world. We 
have comparatively no might in ourſelves, therefore let us 
dire& our views to God and truſt in the Lord for ever, 
for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. 

6. Thoſe who can ſpeak fincerely to God in prayer, may 

humbly hope he will direct his miniſters to ſpeak comfor- 
tably to them, v. 14, Then upon Fahaziel the ſon of Zecha- 
rial, came the ſpirit of the Lord, in the Ka of the congrega- 
tion. Then, immediately, while they were praying, the 
prophet is ſent with good and comfortable tidings. If 
the faithful ſervants of God abound in fervent devotion, 
miniſters have a commiſlion to ſpeak comfortably to them, 
and his ſpirit ſhall make the conſolation effectual. | 
7. It is good to praiſe God for the proſpect of deliver- 
ance, and thank him for merciful declarations before they 

are accompliſhed. This teſtimony of.our faith is pleaſing 
to God, and brings the mind into a ſuitable frame to re- 
ceive and improve the favors of heaven. 

8. Faith, in God's promiſes, while we follow his direc- 
tions, is the certain way 1 eſtabliſnment, and 
proſperity in both worlds. We have no extraordinary pro- 
phet now; but we have the revelation of prophets, _—_ 

„ "at. 1 an 
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and Chriſt; let us give eredit to their meſſages, and be 
ſtrong in the faith, ſo ſhall we proſper. 

9. The divine goodneſs muſt be thankfully acknow- 
ledged in national de iverances. So it wis here. And we 
ſhould perpetuate the memory of theſe favours, that we 
may long value them, and render unto the Lord accord- 
ing to his benefits. 

10. Thoſe who have ſeparated themſelves from keeping 
bad company, ſhould have nothing to do with them any 
more. Jehoſhaphat had ſuffered, by joining with Ahab. 
He loſt his ſhips and men, and narrowly eſcaped with his 
life; but when Ahaziah ſolicited him afterwards to join 
him, he would not. Thus let us ſay to every one that would 
tempt us to repeat our former fins, Depart from me ye 
evil doers, for I am determined to ſerve the Lord. 


— . — 
— — 


CHAP. XEhL 


Contains the hiſtory of Jelioram, one of the vileſt kings of Judah. 
There is ſeme little confuſion in the date of his reign, probably 
occaſioned by his being viceroy to his father once or twice when 
he went from home. 


x N OW Jehoſhaphat ſlept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of Da- 

vid, 1 Kings xxii. 50. And Jehoram his ſon reigned in 

2 his ſtead. And he had brethren the ſons of Jehoſha- 
phat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Aza- 
riah, and Michael, and Shephatiah : all theſe [were] 
the ſons of Jehoſhaphat king of Iſrael, or Judah, as the 
Seventy read it, and as it undoubtedly ought to be read ; the 

3 other being a miſtake of ſome tranſcriber. And their father 
gave them great gifts of filver, and of gold, and of 
precious things, after the patriarchal manner, with fenced 
cities in Judah; at a diſtance from the capital, that they 
might give * brother no diſturbance, and be ſecure from 
any ſudden Attack but the kingdom gave he to Jeho- 
4 ram; becauſe he [was] the firſt born, Now when Je- 
horam was riſen up to * kingdom of his father, he 
ay ſtrengthened 
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ſtrengthened himſelf, and flew all his brethren with the 
ſword; he founded his kingdom in blood, and flew all his 
brethren, not becauſe they gave him any diſturbance, but, as 
we read afterwards, becauſe they were better than he, pro. 
Baby not joining in his idolatry; and [divers] alſo of the 
princes of Iſrael ; ſome of thoſe who came over from that 
kingdom, and were moſt zealous againſt corruptions in re- 

tipion. 
5 3 [was] thirty and two years old when he be- 
to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jeruſalem. 
6 And he walked in the way of the kings of Iſrael, like 
as did the houſe of Ahab, and wor ſe he could not do: for 
he had Atlialiah the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he 
wrought that which was | evil in the eyes of the Loxo, 
7 and forſook the ways of his pious anceſtors. Howbeit the 
Loxp would not deſtroy the houſe of David, would not 
cut off the ſucceſſion till the Meſſiah came, becauſe of the 
covenant that he had made with David, and as he pro- 
miſed to give a light to him and to his ſons for ever; 
to ſupply the lamp with freſh oil, that it ſhould not go out, 

2 Sam. vii. 12. 1 Kings xi. 36, 

8 In his days the Edomites revolted from under the 
; dominion of Judah, and made themſelves a king; they 
had been ſubjet} to the Iſraelites ſince David's time, about 
one hundred and fifty years, and were uſed to have a viceroy 
9 ſent them. Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, 
and all his chariots with him : and he roſe up by night, 
and ſmote the Edomites which compaſſed him in, and 
the captains of the chariots; he gained a victory over the 
10 Edomites, but did not reduce them to ſubjeFion.* So the 
Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah unto 
this day, and thus Iſaac's prophecy, in Geneſis xxvii. 40. 
was fulfilled. The ſame time [alſo] did Libnah revolt 
from under his hand; becauſe he had forſaken the 


LorD 


* Others think the words are capable of being rendered thus, 
the Edomites ſmote thoſe who were about him, Wat is, about Jeho- 
ram, and the captains of the chariots and bel: fled to their 
tents, that is, from whence they had made a ſally in the night 
upon the Edomites, as it is in 2 Kings viii. 21. 

* wc 
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11 Lord God of his fathers.* Moreover he made high 
places in the mountains of Judah, and cauſed the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem to commit fornication, and com- 
pelled Judah [thereto ;] he ſet up idolatry, with impure and 
deteftable rites in their worſhip. Jeruſalem was eaſily brought 
into it by the influence of the king and the court; but it was 
more difficult to corrupt the country, they were the laſt that 
became degenerate, therefore he was obliged to uſe force with 
them. 

12 And there came a writing to him from Elijah the 
prophet,* ſaying, Thus faith the Logp God ot David 
thy father, Becauſe thou haſt not walked in the ways 
of Jehoſhaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Afa king 
of Judah; intimating that his degeneracy was aggravated 
by the piety of his anceſtors, eſpecially of his father and 

13 grandfather ; But haſt walked in the way of the kings of 
Iſrael, and haſt made Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the 
houſe of Ahab; he had not only been an idolater himſelf, But 
compelled others to be ſo; and alſo haſt ſlain thy brethrenof 
thy father's houſe, [which were] better than thyſelf; his 
was peculiarly heinous, as they were good men, fat better 
than himſelf. Theſe are the charges againſt him; then follows 

14 the ſentence: Behold, with a great plague will the Loxn 
ſmite thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and 

15 all thy goods: And thou [ſhalt have] great ſickneſs by 
diſeaſe of thy bowels, until thy bowels tall out by reaſon 
of the ſickneſs day by day ; almoſt every calamity that could 
be thought of ſhould come upon him and on the people who 

| complied 

Libnah was a conſiderable city of the prieſts, on the frontiers 
of Judah, which revolted becauſe he had ſet up idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, contrary to the law of God, Thus he had work enou 
at home, and therefore could not recover his dominian over 
Edomites. 

d It is generally thought that Elijah was tranſlated long before 
this; but foreſeeing Jehoram's wickedneſs, he might leave this 
letter behind to be ſent to him, that coming in this extraordinary 
way it might have the greater effect. Perhaps his inſolence and 
cruelty were ſo great, as not to bear the reproof of a living 


ophet; tho' I rather think this might be before Elijah's 
ation, as the order of the ſtory, is not exactly obſerved. 
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complied with his idolatry; but the threatening had ns 
effet. 

16 — * the Loxp ſtirred up againſt Jehoram the 
ſpirit of the Philiſtines, and of the Arabians, that [were] 
near the . Ethiopians ; the Philiſtines invaded him on ih 
weſt, and the Arabians and their neighbours on the ſouth 

17 and on the eaſt: And they came up into Judah, and 
brake into it, and carried away all the ſubſtance that 
was found in the king's houſe, and his ſons alſo, and 
his wives; the chief calamity fell upon him and upon his 
wives and children; ſo that there was never a ſon left 
him, fave Jehoahaz, or 4haziah, the youngeſt of his 
ſons,” who reigned after him, and one wife alſo, who was 
4 great ſcourge to the nation afterwards ; the other ſons 
were all flain, as we find in the firſt verſe of the next chap- 
ter, which was a juſt judgment upon him for ſlaying his 
brethren. 

18 And after all this, which he had ſeen and felt, the 
Lorp ſmote him in his bowels with an incurable 

19 diſeaſe. And it came to paſs, that in proceſs of time, 
after the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reaſon 
of his ſickneſs: ſo he died of fore diſeaſes. And his 
people made no burning for him, like the burning of 

20 his fathers. Thirty and two years old was he when he 
began to reign, and he reigned in Jeruſalem eight 
years, and departed without being defired ; they were 
glad he was dead, and they delivered from ſuch a plague. 
Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, but not 
in the ſepulchres of the kings; they ſhowed even him ſome 
little reſpet2.* 


REFLECTIONS. ig 


1. QQEE the ſad conſequences of marrying a wicked per- 

ſon, and being allied to an irreligious family. The 
fource of Jehoram's wickedneſs and miſery was a bad wife, 
of Ahab's accurſed race; who counſelled him and her 
fon after him to do wickedly. Great caution is required 
in making a ſettlement for life Profeſſors and profane 


he 


5 uniting 
© After this, 2 Kings chap, ix. may be read. 
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uniting, was the ruin of the old world. Thoſe that are ill- 
matched are half ruined; and no charms of perſon, wealth, 
or honour, will tempt any that are wiſe and thoughtful to 
run ſuch a deſperate riſk, | 

2. The fins of the children of good parents are highly 

gravated, and they expoſe themielves to ſevere condem- 
nation, Obſerve how Jehoram 1s reminded of the piety of 
his good father and grandfather; and let children of good 
parents ſee in his miſery the ſad conſequences of forſaking 
the God of their fathers, and deſpiſing their counſel. Such 
are, like Joram, generally the worſt of men; worſe than 
thoſe who never enjoyed ſuch advantages. Let young peo- 
ple therefore, know the God of their fathers ; and ſerve him 
wit a perfect heart and a willing mind. 

3. What a ſpectacle of horror was this wicked prince in 
the laſt ſcenes of life ! and what miſery do men run them- 
ſelves into by obſtinate diſobedience ! To have the hand of 
God upon him in ſo awful a manner, a meſſenger ſent 
from God to forewarn him of it, to let him know that he 
muſt die, and die in this dreadful manner; muſt ſurely oc- 
caſion inexpreſſible terror and anguiſh, Yet, aſtoniſh- 
ing! we do not read of his repentance. Perhaps the tor- 
ments of hell work upon him, and the other unhappy 
creatures who are there, juſt in the ſame manner. What 
diſtreſs muſt it have occaſioned him, that his wives and 
children were taken from him, who might have been com- 
forts to him, all but a young child, and a wicked, ill- natured, 
cruel wife, was left to torment him. His ſubſtance gone, 


his kingdom divided, his people, ſome revolting, and all 


deſpiſing him ; unable by reaſon of his diſorder to do any 
thing towards recovering his ſubſtance or his kingdom. A 
more dreadful ſituation can ſcarcely be conceived. The 
inſtruction conveyed by it is, that we ſhould and in awe, 
and fin not. To be fick, without ſubſtance, without friends, 
is bad enough; but to be ſick and in fin, under the curſe 


of God; to have no grace to bear it, nor wiſdom to im- 


prove it; to have no proſpect, but a fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, Heb. x. 27. is a fad caſe in- 
deed. This wicked prince was executed as a warning to all 

| wicked 
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wicked men, what à fearful thing it is to fall into the hands 
of the living God ! 

4. Wickedneſs will make the greateſt of men mean and 
contemptible in the eyes of others ; yea, thoſe who have no 
religion themſelves will deſpiſe them. The people wiſhed 
him dead; were glad when he was gone; and he had not 
the cuſtomary honours of a king paid him at his funeral, 
Thoſe who deſpiſe God, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. When 
the - righteous are in honour, the people rejoice, but when the 


wicked periſh, there is ſhouting. 


1 
— — 


— — 
* 


CHAP. XXII. 


Ahaziah ſucceeaeth Jehoram, and reigneth wickedly ; he is ſlain 
by Fehu;, Athaliah deſtroyeth all the royal ſeed, except Foaſy, 
and uſurpeth the kingdom, | 


I N D the inhabitants of Jeruſalem made Ahaziall 
his youngeſt ſon king in his ſtead : for the band 
of men that came with the Arabians to the camp had 
ſlain all the eldeſt. So Ahaziah the fon of Jehoram 

2 king of Judah reigned. Forty and two years old [was] 
Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one 
year in Jeruſalem. His mother's name alſo [was] Atha- 

3 liah the daughter of Omri. He alſo walked in the ways 
of the houſe of Ahab: for his mother was his counſel- 

4 lor to do wickedly. Wherefore he did evil in the fight 
of the Lord like the houſe of Ahab: for they were his 
counſellors after the death of his father to his deſtruc- 
tion. 

5 He walked alſo after their counſel, and went with 
Jehoram the ſon of Ahab king of Iſrael to war againſt 
Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-gilead : and the Sy- 

6 rians ſmote Joram. And he returned to be healed in 
Jezreel becauſe of the wounds which were given him 
at Ramah, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. 
And Azariah the ſon of Jehoram king of Judah went 

daun to ſee Jehoram the ſon of Ahab at Jezree), 


7 becauſe he was fick, And the deſtruction of Ahaziah 
| was 


10 


11 


12 
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was of God by coming to Joram : for when he was 
come, he went out with Jehoram againſt Jehu the ſon 
of Nimſhi, whom the Lozy had anointed to cut off 
the houſe of Ahab. And it came to paſs, that, when 
Jehu was executing judgment upon the houſe of Ahab, 
and found the princes of Judah, and the ſons of the 
brethren of Ahaziah, that miniſtered to Ahaziah, he 
flew them. And he ſought Ahaziah : and they caught 
him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to 
Jehu: and when they had ſlain him, they buried him: 
Becauſe, ſaid they, he [is] the ſon of Jehoſhaphat, 
who ſought the Loxp with all his heart. So the houſe 
of Ahaziah had no power to keep ſtill the kingdom. 

But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah ſaw that 
her ſon was dead, ſhe aroſe and deſtroyed all the ſeed 
royal of the houſe of Judah. But Jehoſhabeath, the 
daughter of the king, took Joaſh the fon of Ahaziah, 
and ſtole him from among the king's ſons that were 
ſlain, and put him and his nurſe in a bedchamber. So 
Jehoſhabeath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the wife 
of Jehoiada the prieſt, (for ſhe was the ſiſter of Aha- 
ziah,) hid him from Athaliah, ſo that ſhe flew him 
not. And he was with them hid in the houſe of God fix 
years: and Athaliah reigned over the land, 


— —— — — 


CHAT. . 


Jehoiada maketh Joaſb king; Athaliah is flain; and Jeſoiada 


2 


2 


reſtorethi the worſhip of God. 


ND in the ſeventh year Jehoiada ſtrengthened 

himſelf, and took the captains of hundreds, A- 
zariah the ſon of Jeroham, and Iſhmael the ſon of Je- 
hohanan, and Azariah the ſon of Obed, and Maaſeiah 
the ſon of Adaiah, and Eliſhaphat the ſon of Zichri, 
into covenant with him. And they went about in Ju- 
dah, and gathered the Levites out of all the cities of 
Judah, and the chief of the fathers of Iſrael, and they 
came to Jeruſalem. And all the congregation made a 


covenant 


* 7 4 
1 9 1 . , 
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covenant with the king in the houſe of God. And he 
faid unto them, Behold, the king's ſon ſhall reign, as 

4 the Lonp hath ſaid of the ſons of David. This [is] 
the thing that ye ſhall do; A third part of you entering 
on the ſabbath, of the prieſts and of the Levites, [ ſhal] 
5 be] porters of the doors; And a third part [ſhall be] 
at the king's houſe; and a third part at the gate of the 
foundation: and all the people [ ſhall be] in the courts 

6 of the houſe of the Logp. But let none come into the 
houſe of the Loxb, fave the prieſts, and they that 
miniſter of the Levites ; they ſhall go in, for they [are] 
holy: but all the people ſhall keep the watch of the 
7 Lord. And the Levites ſhall compaſs the king round 
about, every man with his weapons in his hand; and 
whoſoever [elſe] cometh into the houſe, he ſhall be put 
to death: but be ye with the king when he cometh in, 

$ and when he goeth out. So the Levites and all Judah 
did according to all things that Jehoiada the prieſt had 
commanded, and took every man his men that were to 
come in on the ſabbath, with them that were to go 
[out] on the ſabbath: for Jehoiada the prieſt diſmiſſed 


9 not the courſes. Moreover Jehoiada the prieſt deliver- 


ed to the captains of hundreds ſpears, and bucklers, 
and ſhields, that [had been] king David's, which 


10 [were] in the houſe of God. And he ſet all the people, 
every man having his weapon in his hand, from the 


right fide of the temple, to the left fide of the temple, 
along by the altar and the temple, by the king round 
11 about. Then they brought out the king's ſon, and 
put upon him the crown, and [gave him] the teſti- 
mony, and made him king: and Jehoiada and his ſons 
anointed him, and ſaid, God fave the king. 
12 Now when Athaliah heard the noiſe of the people 
running and N the king, ſhe came to the people 
13 into the houſe of the Loxp : And ſhe looked, and, be- 
hold, the king ſtood at his pillar at the entering in, and 
the princes and the trumpets by the king : and all the 
people of the land rejoiced, and ſounded with trumpets, 
alſo the ſingers with inſtruments of muſick, and ſuch 


as taught to ſing praiſe. Then Athaliah rent her —_ 
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brought out the captains of hundreds that were ſet over 
the hoſt, and ſaid unto them, Have her forth of the 
ranges: and whoſo followeth her, let him be flain with 
the ſword. For the prieſts ſaid, Slay her not in the 
15 houſe of the Lon. So they laid hands on her; and 
when ſhe was come to the entering of the horſe gate 
by the king's houſe, they flew her there. 
16 And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and 
between all the people, and between the king, that 
17 they ſhould be the Logoy's people. Then all the peo- 
ple went to the houſe of Baal, and brake it down, and 
brake his altars and his images in pieces, and flew Mat- 
18 tan the prieſt of Baal before the altars. Alſo Jehoiada 
appointed the offices of the houſe of the Logo by the 
hand of the prieſts the Levites, whom David had 
diſtributed in the houſe of the Loxo, to offer the burnt 
offerings of the Logo, as [it is] written in the law of 
Moſes, with rejoicing and with finging, [as it was or- 
19 dained] by David. And he ſet the porters at the gates 
of the houſe of the Loxo, that none [which was] un- 
20 clean in any thing ſhould enter in. And he took the 
captains of hundreds, and the nobles, and the gover- 
nors of the people, and all the people of the land, and 
brought down the king from the houſe of the Loxp: 
and they came through the high gate into the king's 
houſe, and ſet the king upon the throne of the king- 
21 dom. And all the — of the land rejoiced : and the 
city was quiet, after that they had ſlain Athaliah with 
the ſword, | 


— 


| CH A P. XXIV. 

Foaſh during the time of Jeloiada, reigns well, and repairs the 
| temple; but afterwards apoſtatizes from God, and is ſlain. 

i TOASH [was!] ſeven years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned forty years in Jeruſalem, 

His mother's name alſo [was] Zibeah of Beer-ſheba, 

2 And 


688 II. CHRONICLES. XXIV. 


2 And Joaſh did [that which was} right in the fight of 
the Loxp all the days of Jehoiada the prieſt ; but he did 
not take away the high places, 2 Kings Xii. 3. he durſt 

not attempt that, (they were not taken away till the time of 

3 Heztkiah) tho* he ſacrificed only to the true God. And 

_ + Jehoiada took for him two wives; and he begat ſong 

and daughters; he was directed in his choice by this good 
high prieſt. 

And it came to. paſs after this, [that] Joaſh was 
minded to repair the houſe of the Lorp ; which was 
gone to decay, having been neglected in the former reign, and 

aut of gratitude to God for having been preſerved there, 

3 5 And he gathered together the prieſts and the Levites, 

3 and ſaid to them, Go out unto the cities of Judah, and 

gather of all lirael money to repair the houſe of your 

God from year to year, and ſee that ye haſten the mat- 

| ter. Howbeit the Levites haſtened [it] not; there tas 

@ ſpirit of careleſſneſs and indevotion among them , and wt 

x read elſewhere, that nothing was done for twenty-three years, 
The king therefore takes another method, and appoints other 

6 people. And the king called for Jehoiada the chief,, and 

- ſaid unto him, Why haſt thou not required of the Le- 

| vites to bring in out of Judah and gut of Jeruſalem the 

| collection, [according to the commandment] of Moſes 


mer 


- 
——_ . 22 —— y — — * 
—— —_— 
* 


the ſervant of the Loxp, and of the congregation of 

$ > 7 Iſrael, for the tabernacle of witneſs? For the ſons of 
| Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken up the 
. » houſe of God; and alſo all the dedicated things of the 

.  - houſe of the Loxo did they beſtow upon Baalim, 1 

n 8 adorn the temple and promote the worſhip of Baal. And at 
| the king's commandment they made a cheſt, ith a ſlit 
| in tlie top to put in money, and ſet it without at the gate 
| of 
| { It is called in 2 Kings xii. 4. the money of the dedicated things, 
' what were, or ſhould have been, devoted to God, beſides the halt 
ſhekel for all above twenty. Something was due on both theſe 
accounts, Lew. xxvii. .2, he therefore ſends to ſolicit the gequit- 
tance of theſe debts, year by year, that ſomething might be done 
every year till the temple was quite repaired, and that it ſhould 


| be done immediately, | | 
* Theſe were probably by another huſband, whom ſhe intended | 


o advance, and therefore flew the houſe of David» 
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9 of the houſe of the Lond. And they made a procla- 
mation through Judah and Jeruſalem, to bring in to 
the Lon the collection [that] Moſes the ſervant of 
God [laid] upon Iſrael in the wilderneſs, for build- 

10 ing the tabernacle. And all the princes and all the peo. 
ple rejoiced, and brought in, and caſt into the cheſt, 
until they had made an end, till they had brought in 

11 enough, for they offered freely to this ſervice. Now it 
came to paſs, that at what time the cheſt was brought 
unto the king's office by the hand of the Levites, and 
when they * that there was] much money; the 
king's ſcribe and the high prieſt's officer came and 
emptied the cheſt, and took it, and carried it to his 
place again; his was done in the preſence of the high 
prieft*s officer and the ſecretary of ſtate, that there might be 
no fraud. Thus they did day by day, and gathered 

12 money in abundance. And the king and Jehoiada 
ve it to ſuch as did the work of the ſervice of the 
houſe of the Lok, and hired maſons and carpenters 

to repair the houſe of the Loxp, and alſo Ech as 
wrought iron and braſs to mend the houſe of the Lozp. 

13 So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected 
by them, and they ſet the houſe of God in his ſtate, 
and ſtrengthened it; the work went on proſperouſly, the 
workmen were faithful, 2 Kings Xu. 15. and the whole was 

14 ſpeedily completed. And when they had finiſhed ſit; ] 
they brought the reſt of the money before the king and 
Jehoiada, whereof were made veſſels for the houſe of 
the Logp, [even] veſſels to miniſter, and to offer 
[withal,] and ſpoons, and veſſels of gold and ſilver; 
nothing of this kind was done till the temple was put in re- 
pair, and then what remained was laid out in furniture and 
ornaments, 2 Kings X11. 13. And they offered burnt- 
offerings in the houſe of the Logp continually all the 
days of Jehoiada; the ſacrifices and worſhip were conſtantly 
and regularly carried on. 

15 But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when 

he died; an hundred and thirty years old [was he] when 
he died; this was a great age, he remembered Solomon, and 

16 lived in eight kings reigns. And they buried him in the 
Vol. III. W w city 
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city of David among the kings, becauſe he had done 
good in Iſrael, both toward God, and toward his 
houſe, repaired the temple and reſtored the worſhip. 

17 Now after the death of Jehoiada came the princes of 
Judah, and made obeiſance to the king; they durſt not 
come before, becauſe they knew Jehotada had great influence 
over him ;, but now they came with fine flattering ſpeeches, 
complaining that Jeruſalem was too far off, and deſiring leave 
to worſhip Baal. I hen the king hearkened unto them. 

18 And they left the houſe of the Loxp God of their fa. 
thers, and ſerved proves and idols, worſhipped idols in 
the groves: and wrath came _= Judah and Jeruſalem 

19 for this their treſpaſs.* Yet he ſent prophets to them, 
to bring them again unto the Loxp; and they teſtified 

20 againſt them : but they would not give ear. And the 
Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the fon of Jehoiada 
the prieſt, which ſtood above the people : when the king 
and the people were aſſembled upon ſome publick occaſion, he 
felt a divine motion to ſpeak and reprove them, and ſaid 

| unto them, Thus faith God, Why tranſgreſs ye the 
commandments of the Logp that ye cannot proſper? 
| becauſe ye have forſaken the Loren, he hath alſo for- 

21 ſaken you? And they conſpired againſt him, and toned 
him with ſtones at the commandment of the king in 

22 the court of the houſe of the Loxp.* Thus Joaſh the 
king remembered not the kindneſs which Jehoiada his 
father had done to him, but flew his ſon; this was hor- 
rible ingratitude; the ſon of him wwho ſaved his life, and the 

per ſon who aſſiſted to anoint and crown him. And when he 
died, he faid, The Loxp look upon [it,] and require 
lit; 

© Hazael came up and took Gath, which belonged to Judah in 

David's time; after that he intended to have come up to. Jeru- 

ſalem, but Joaſh ſent him the treaſures of the temple and the 

king's houſe, and he went away for that time, 2 Kings xii. 17, 18. 

but this had no effect, the people perſiſted in their idolatry, with 

the king at the head of them. 

' © This was an abominable crime, conſidering the ſon, the 

Place, and the time it was done. They went after him into the 

court of the prieſts, where they were commanded not to enter, 

and flew him between the temple and the altar, ſee Matt. xxili. 35. 

Barachiah was another name for Jehoiada, given him in honour, 

as the bleſſed of the Lord: . 
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[itz] the Lord will look upon it; it was à prophetick 
motion, and the judgment immediately followed, 

23 Andit came to paſs at the end of the year, [that] 
the hoſt of Syria came up againſt him: and they came 
to Judah and Jeruſalem, and deſtroyed all the princes 
of the people from among the people, the princes who 
had flattered Foaſh and ſeduced him, and ſet up idolatry, and 
ſent all the ſpoil of them unto the king of Damaſcus, 

24 For the army of the Syrians came with a ſmall company 
of men, and the Logp delivered a very great hoſt into 
their hand, becauſe they had forſaken the Loxp God of 
their fathers. So they executed judgment 2 Joaſh, 

25 And when they were departed from him, (for they left 
him in great diſeaſes, he was greatly wounded, and probably 
in great anguiſh of ſpirit,) his own ſervants conſpired 
againſt him for the blood of the ſons of Jehoiada the 

rieſt, and flew him on his bed, and he died: and they 
buried him in the city of David, but they buried him not 
in the ſepulchres of the kings, becauſe he had forſaken God 

26 and ſlain one of his prophets. And theſe are they that con- 
ſpired againſt him; Zabad the ſon of Shimeath an Am- 
moniteſs, and Jehozabad the ſon of Shimrith a Moabiteſs. 

27 Now [concerning] his ſons, and the greatneſs of the bur- 
dens [ laid] upon him, he tribute of the Syrians, or the afflic- 
tions from the hand of God, and the repairing of the 
houſe of God, behold they [are] written in the ſtory 
of the book of the kings. And Amaziah his ſon 


reigned in his ſtead.* 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. EARN what an happineſs it is for young men to 
have good guides, to teach them what 1s uſeful, 

eſpecially that which is right in the fight of God. Joaſh was 
good while Jehoiada lived. Let young people value ſuch, 
reckon their inſtruction a bleſſing, and not a burden; 
following them in all the important affairs of life is a mark 
of wiſdom, not of weakneſs, eſpecially in marriage, which is 
the moſt important, A child left to himſelf is generally ruin- 
Wu 2 Af . 


s After this chapter, 2 Kings chap, xiii, may be read, 
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ed. He that <walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but a com- 
panion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 

2, How careful ſhould aged ſaints be that they do not grow 
indolent, and cloud the honour of their uſeful days, v. 6. Au 
the king called fer Fehoiada the chief, and ſaid, Why haſt thou not 
required of the Levites ts bring in out of Fudah, and out of Jeru- 
ſalem, the collection according to the commandment of Moſes the 
ſervant of the Lord. He was not ſufficiently careful to 
yo the prieſts and ſee them perform their work faith- 

ully. This 1s the cafe with too many aged chriſtians. Let 
us guard againſt it; be fruitful and active as long as we 
are able; and never indulge a ſlothful temper, but ſhow our 
zeal for God; becauſe the time is ſhort, and our ſalvation 
is nearer than when we firſt believed. 

3. How amiable and lovely is a generous concern for 
the honour of God and the ſupport of his houſe and wor- 
ſhip! Princes and people chearfully brought in ſupplies. 
The workmen were diligent and honeſt; all contributed 
their part. What a lovely fight ! We ſhould ſhow ſuch 
zeal ourſelves; excite it in others, and ſtir up acquain- 
tances to ſuch labours of love, 

4. How much is it to be wiſhed that all who are em- 
ployed in publick affairs ſhould ſhow ſuch integrity as theſe 
workmen did. They were ſo faithful that they never 
neglected their work; there was no occaſion to examine their 
accounts. A good conſcience is eſpecially requiſite in lay- 
ing out publick money, and the more ſo when the deceit 
is not likely to be known. Such perſons are peculiarly 
criminal in the fight of God when diſhoneſt and unfaithful, 
* Thoſe that think it no crime to cheat their king, the 
church, or their country, as Mr. HENRY obſerves, will 
be of a different mind when God ſets their fins in order 
before them.” 

5. See how much the publick often loſe by the death of 
good men, tho? paſt the active ſcenes of life. Thus while 
Jehoiada lived he kept things in order, ſupported the 
worſhip of God, and prevented idolatry. Zeal and piety 
ſeemed to go with him. We ſhould value ſuch while they 
live, and lament them when they die. It is a peculiar 
honour to have done good to God and his houſe ; and it is 

to 
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to be wiſhed their ſpirit may remain with ſurvivors, that 
inſtead of the fathers there may be the children to ſerve 
the Lord. 

6. See the danger men, eſpecially great men, are in 
from flatterers, v. 17. After the death of Jelioiada came the 
princes of Fudah and made obeiſance to the king. Then the ung 
hearkened unto them, He had loſt his counſellor. Theſe 
men made a fine ſpeech, and he hearkened to them. 
Many young people are ruined by being told how clever 
and how wife they are. This encourages their folly, and 
teaches them to laugh at the counſel of their friends. A 
faithful regard to conſcience and to the word of God would 
prevent ſuch danger, for the word of God flatters no man, 

7. God is a witneſs of our conduct, when thoſe whom we 
reverenced are removed. Joaſh thought if Jehoiada was 
go he might a& as he would ; but God knew him and 
ent prophets to reprove him. Let young people when 
their parents are dead, or when removed from under the 
eyes of their maſters or parents, remember God knows the 
way they take, and however they may think to walk in the 
way of their hearts, and the fight of their eyes, yet know 
that for all theſe things God will bring them into judgment. 

8. Reflect on the ſad conſequences of apoſtafy, and the 
miſerable ſtate of thoſe whoſe heart is not right with God. 
Joaſh ſet out well, quickened the prieſts, was intent upon 
repairing the temple; but all this was by the force of edu- 
cation, or regard to the high prieſt, without any real princt- 
ple. So far men often go; but the maſk quickly drops, and 
like this unhappy prince, they form wicked alliances, and 
are undone. There are many, like him, who ſet out well; 
their friends have agreeable hopes; they begin in the 
ſpirit, but end in the fleſh. Such ſhould remember God's 
judgment upon Joaſh ; after all theſe pleaſing proſpects, he 
died miſerable. Let thoſe who forſake God after having 
known him, and for a while walked in his ways, remember 
their guilt is peculiarly aggravated, and their plagues ſhall 
be great and wonderful, Let all, eſpecially thoſe that are 
young, and are now hopeful, beware, left they draw back 
to perdition. May they believe and perſevere to the end, 


that they may be ſaved, 
W w 3 CHAP. 
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EFA. AXYV. 
De reign and death of Amaziah. 


I Aa the ſon of Joaſb, [was] twenty and five 
years old [when] he began to reign, and he 

reigned twenty and nine years in Jeruſalem. And his 

2 mother's name [was] Jehoaddan of Jeruſalem. And 
he did [that which was] right in the fight of the Lozp, 
but not with a perfect heart, not like king David, as it 

3 3 in 2 Kings xiv. 13. Now it came to paſs, 
when the kingdom was eſtabliſhed to him, that he flew 
his ſervants that had killed the king his father; as they 
were perſons of conſiderable eminence at court, he durſt not 

4 do it till he was ſettled. But he flew not their children; 
this was commendable, notwithſtanding there was danger of 
ther raiſing a faction and revenging their falhers death; but 
[did] as [it 1s] written in the law in the book of Moſes, 
where the Loxo commanded, ſaying, The fathers ſhall 
not die for the children, neither ſhall the children die 
for the fathers, but every man ſhall die for his own fin, 

5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together, and 
made them captains over thouſands, and captains over 
hundreds, according to the houſes of [their] fathers, 
throughout all Judah and Benjamin; all of one family 
he put under the command of one of that family: and he 
numbered them from twenty years old and above, and 
found them three hundred thouſand choice men, able] 
to go forth to war, that could handle ſpear and ſhield; 
they were ſadly diminiſhed ſince Fehoſhaphat's time, when 
6 they were about four times that number, He hired alſo an 
hundred thouſand mighty men of valour out of Iſrael 
for an hundred talents of filver. This was wrong, becauſe 
they were idolaters; God-had determined that the kingdoms 
Gould be kept diſtinct, and had forbidden any alliance be- 
7 tween them. But there came a man of God to him, ſay- 
ing, O king, let not the army of Iſrael go with thee; 
for the Loxp [is] not with Iſrael, [to wit, with] all the 

8 children of Ephraim, becauſe they are idolaters. But if 
thou wilt go, do it,] be ſtrong for the battle: yy 
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ſhall make thee fall before the enemy; thou ſbalt have 
no ſucceſs, all ſhall be in vain: for God hath power to 
9 help, and to caſt down. And Amaziah faid to the man 
of God, But what ſhall we do for the hundred talents 
which I have given to the army of Iſrael ? muſt 7 loſe the 
money which is already paid? And the man of God 
anſwered, The Lok is able to give thee much more 
than this, , thou wilt obey him and truſt his goodneſs. 

10 Then Amaziah ſeparated them, [to wit, ] the army that 
was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again : 
wherefore their anger was greatly kindled againſt Ju- 
dah, and they returned home in great anger, reſolving 
to be revenged for this inſult. | 

11 And Amaziah ſtrengthened himſelf, and led forth 
his people againſt the Edomites, and went to the valley 
of falt, and ſmote of the children of Seir ten thouſand ; 
and, as we find in 2 Kings xiv. 7, he took Selah, or Petra, 
the capital of the country, the chief city of Arabia the ſtony. 

12 And [other] ten thouſand left] alive did the children 
of Judah carry away captive, and brought them unto 
the top of the rock, and caſt them down from the top 
of the rock, that they all were broken in pieces.* 

13 But the ſoldiers of the army which Amaziah ſent 
back, that they ſhould not go with him to battle, took 
the advantage of his army being gone againſt Edom, and 
fell upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto 
Beth-horon, and ſmote three thouſand of them, and 
took much ſpoil, which was a puniſhment to Amaziali for 
Joining with thoſe idolaters. 

14 Now it came to paſs, after that Amaziah was come 
from the ſlaughter of the Edomites, that he hrought 
the gods of the children of Seir, which he ought to have 
burned, and ſet them up [to be] his gods, and bowed 
down himſelf before them, and burned incenſe unto 

15 them. Wherefore the anger of the Loxn was kindled 
againſt Amaziah, and he ſent unto him a prophet, which 

Wwa4 faid 
bd This was barbarous treatment, but very common, efpeciall 
among the Romans, We find in 2 Kings — he called 1 — 


Joktheel, or, obedience to God, becauſe he thought this victory a 
eward for his obedience in ſending back the hired Iſraelites, 
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faid unto him, Why haſt thou ſought after the gods of 
the people, which could not deliver their own people 

16 out of thine hand. And it came to paſs, as he talked 
with him, that [the king] ſaid unto him, Art thou 
made of the king's counſel ? doft: thou preſume to give ad- 

vice wwithout a commiſſion ? not regarding the commiſſion he 
had from God: forbear ; why ſhouldſt thou be ſmitten ? * 
Then the prophet forbare, he determined to ſay no more, but 
denounced ſentence againſt him, and ſaid, I know that God 

- hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt 
done this, and haſt not hearkened unto my counſel. 

17 Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and ſent 
to Joaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz, the ſon of Jehu, king 
of Iſrael, ſaying, Come, let us ſee one another in the 
face; encouraged by his viflory, and vexed at the injury the 
returning 1ſraelites had done him, v. 1 3. he ſent him a chal- 
lenge, and hoped now to reduce the kingdom of Iſrael to 

18 David's family again. And Joaſn king of Iſrael ſent to 
Amaziah king of Judah, ſaying, in a moſt ſcornful and 
mortifying manner, by a parable, The thiſtle that [was] in 
Lebanon ſent to the cedar that [was] in Lebanon, ſay- 
ing, Give thy daughter to my ſon to wife: and there 
paſſed by a wild beaſt that [was] in Lebanon, and 
trode down the thiſtle; a thiſtle, becauſe it had drawn blood 
of ſome poor traveller, thought it might claim an alliance wit; 
the cedar, and was as goodly a tree as that; fo, becauſe 

' Amaziah had beaten the Edomites, he thought he might con- 
quer the Iſraelites; but Joaſb let him know that he and his 
men would tread him down, as eafily as a wild beaſt does a 

I9 thiſtle, Thou ſayeſt, Lo, thou haſt ſmitten the Edom- 
ites; and thine heart lifteth thee up to boaſt: abide 
now at home; why ſhouldſt thou meddle to [thine] 

hurt, 


Had he thrown them from the rock inſtead of the ſoldiers, 
he would have ſhown a much more pious and compaſſionate 
ſpirit. Nothing more need be faid to convince him of his ſtu- 
pidity. It was much wiſer conduct in Fabius, the Roman gover- 
nor, who, when he had taken Tarentum, and was aſked what 
they muſt do with the gods? anſwered, Let them alone, they are 
good for nothing, ſince they could not defend their worſhippers. 

E He had N here a reference to Zechariah, who was put 
to death in the former reign for his faithful reproof, ch. xxiv. 21, 


Os, 
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hurt, that thou ſhouldſt fall, [even] thou, and Judah 

with thee? Be content with the vittory already gained, and 

20 be quiet at home, or elſe it will end in thy ruin. But Ama- 

ziah would not hear; for it [came] of God, that he 

might deliver them into the hand [of their enemies, ] 

21 becauſe they fought after the gods of Edom. So Joaſh 

the king of Iſrael went up; and they ſaw one another 

in the face, [both] he and Amaziah king of Judah, at 

22 Beth-ſhemeſh, which [belongeth] to Judah. And Ju- 

dah was put to the worſe before Iſrael, and they fled 

23 every man to his tent. And Joaſh the king of Iſrael 

took Amaziah king of Judah, the ſon of Joaſh, the ſon 

of Jehoahaz, at Beth-ſhemeſh, and brought him to 

Jeruſalem, his own capital, and brake down the wall of 

Jeruſalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, 

four hundred cubits ; that if they did not fulfil the con- 

24 dition he might the more eafily chaſtiſe them. And [he 

took] all the gold and the filver, and all the veſſels that 

were found in the houſe of God with Obed-edom, that 

is, one of his poſterity, to whom the care of them was com- 

mitted, and the treaſures of the king's houſe, the hoſtages 

alſo, the chief perſons of the city, and returned to Sama- 

ria; he did not leave a garriſon there, becauſe he had work 
enough with the Syrians at home. | 

25 And Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh king of Judah lived 

after the death of Joaſh ſon of Jehoahaz king of Iſrael 

26 fifteen years. Now the reſt of the Acts of Amaziah, 

firſt and laſt, behold, [are] they not written in the book 

27 of the kings of Judah and Iſrael? Now after the time 

that Amaziah did turn away from following the Logp 

they made a conſpiracy againſt him in Jerulhings ſeeing 

the country ſpoiled, their city diſmantled, their ſons or re- 

lations carried away as hoſtages, and all this owing to his 

pride and raſhneſs, they conſpired againſt him; and he fled 

to Lachiſh : but they ſent to Lachiſh after him, and flew 

him there; they ſent a detachment of ſoldiers, and it ſeems 

' to have been the at} of all the people, who were vexed to 

ſuffer 


This is the de ſolation probably referred to in the firſt chapter 
of Ifaiah's prophecy, ; 
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28 ſuffer ſo much by his folly.* And they brought him upon 
horſes, and buried him with his fathers in the city of 
Judah. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. E are taught hence, that it is not ſuffictent to 
act in religion, as our forefathers have, unleſs 
our hearts are right with God. Amaziah did what was 
right in itſelf, but not like David. It is not ſufficient to 
worſhip in the ſame place with our fathers; to adhere to 
the intereſt they promoted, without their integrity and 
zeal. Unleſs the heart is right, all is vain and hypocritical, 

2. The all-ſufficiency of God ſhould encourage us, what- 
ever we may loſe for a good conſcience. v. 9. And Amaziah 


ſaid to the man of God, But what fhall we do for the hundred 


talents which I have given to the army of Iſrael? And the man 
of God anfevered, The Lord is able to give thee much more than 
this. This 1s a very common objection in quarrels about 
money matters; we are loth to yield; to give up ſinful 
branches of trade which are profitable; or to leave off ſelling 
on the Lord's days. We are ready to aſk, What ſhall we do 
for the money ? But it is below a good man to aſk ſuch a 
queſtion, in caſes where duty and conſcience are concerned. 
The belief of God's all-ſufficiency is an anſwer to a thou- 
fand ſuch trifling objections. He can make up every loſs. 
Let us often think of this when we are called upon to 
with any thing for God and religion. So Paul urges to 
charity, God is able to make all grace abound to you. 

3- See the miſerable condition of that man to whom the 
word of the Lord is a burden and reproach. v. 16. Then 
the prophet ſaid, I know that God hath determined to deſtroy thee 
becauſe thou haſt done this, and haſt not hearkened to my counſel. 
Young and headſtrong people are willing that miniſters 
ſhould always propheſy ſmooth things. They are angry 
at them, and at parents and friends, becauſe they reprove 
and admoniſh them; and are glad when they give over. But 
that is a ſign of impending ruin. We may certainly lay in 

: uch 
m See 2 Kings xiv. 23, to the end, which ſhonld be read in 
this connection. | 
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ſuch a caſe, I know God is determined to deſtroy thee; for 
the word of God declares, he that being often reproved hard- 
eneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without 
remedy. Prov. xxix. 1. a | 

4. Pride goeth before deſtruftion, and a haughty ſpirit before 
a fall. Amaziah, hot-headed and fluſhed with victory, 
would defy the hoſts of Iſrael; and this was becauſe his heart 
was lifted up. This is the cauſe of many diſorders. It is 
not men's ſubſtance, their honours, or their victories, 
which do them miſchief, but their pride; their hearts are 
lifted up. Proud men upon every little ſucceſs or gain, think 
themſelves ſuperior to every body, and fit for any thing. 
But they often, as it is here ſaid, meddle to their hurt. He 
that is eager to fight, or go to law, may quickly have 
enough of it. It is better, as Joaſh adviſed Amaziah, 10 
tarry at home; to be quiet, contented, and thankful. The 
beginning of ſtrife is as when one letteth out water. Prov. 
xvii. 14. The ftory we have been conſidering confirms the 
uſefulneſs of Solomdn's advice, Go not forth haſtily to ſtrive, 
left thou know not what to do in the end thereof, when thy neigh- 
bour has put thee to ſhame. Prov. xxv. 8. 


C HAP. XXVI. 


Uzziah ſucceeds Amaziah ; for invading the prięſt's office, he is 
ſmitten with leproſy ; he dies, and is ſucceeded by Jotham. 


I HEN all the people of Judah took Uzziah,* 

who [was] fixteen years old, and made him 

2 king in the room of his father Amaziah.* He built 

Eloth, and reſtored it to Judah, after that the king 

3 ſlept with his fathers. Sixteen years old [was] Uzziah 

when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and two 

years in Jeruſalem, the longeſt of any king of Judah or 

n He is called Azariah in 2 King, xv, 1. Both are words of 
the ſame ſignification, God is my help. 

® There was an interregnum of twelve years, It is probable 

that his father died when he was about four years old, and twelve 


pr after that the people made him king in the room of his 
ther. 
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2 His mother's name alſo [was] Jecoliah of Jeru- 
4 falem. And he did [that which was] right in the fight 
of the Loxp, according to all that his father Amaziah 

5 did, but did not take away the high places. And he 
fought God in the days of Zechariah, (probably the ſon of 
Zechariah whom his grandfather flew,) who had under- 
ſtanding in the viſions of God, expounded the ſcriptures, 
and inſtructed the people out of them: and as long as he 

6 fought the Loxo, God made him to proſper. And he 
went forth and warred againſt the Philiſtines, and brake 
down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the 
wall of Aſhdod, and built cities about Aſhdod, and 
among the Philiſtines; that is, garriſons to keep them in 

7 ſubjeftion. And God helped him againſt the Philiſtines, 
and againſt the Arabians that dwelt in Gur-Baal, and 
the Mehunims, a wild people, who lived by robbery and 

8 plunder, in part of Arabia. And the Ammonites gave 

gifts, or preſents, to Uzziah: and his name ſpread 
abroad [even] to the entering in of Egypt: for he 
ſtrengthened [himſelf] exceedingly. 

9 Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jeruſalem at the 
corner gate, and at the valley gate, and at the turning 
[of the wall,] and fortified them; he rebuilt the wall that 
was demohſked in his father's time by the king of Iſrael, and 

10 built towers to defend it. Alſo he built towers in the 
deſert, or rather, places of ſecurity for his huſbandmen and 
ſhepherds, and ſhelters for his cattle and granaries, and 
digged many wells, for he had much cattle, both in the 
low country, and in the plains: hufbandmen [alfo,] 
and vine dreſſers in the mountains, and in Carmel: ? 
for he loved huſbandry, and ſet his ſubjef7s an example of 
diligence in agriculture. 

11 Moreover Uzziah had an hoft of fighting men, that 
went out to war by bands, /ight troops to ſecure the nation 

rom inroads, according to the number of their account 

by the hand of Jeiel the ſcribe, or ſecretary of war, and 

Maaſeiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, [one] 

12 of the king's captains. The whole number of the 2 
| 0 


5 This was not mount Carmel in Samaria, but a fruitful coun- 
try in Judea, often mentioned by the prophets. 
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of the fathers, or officers, of the mighty men of valour 

13 [were] two thouſand and fix hundred. And under their 
hand [was] an army, three hundred thouſand and ſeven 
thouſand and five hundred, that made war with mighty 

14 power, to help the king. againſt the enemy. And 
Uzziah prepared for them throughout all the hoſt 
ſhields, and ſpears, and helmets, and habergeons, and 
bows, and ſlings [to caſt] ſtones, weapons both offenſive 

15 and defenſive, And he made in Jeruſalem engines, in- 
vented by cunning men, ſuch as the antients uſed before 
guns were invented, to be upon the towers and upon the 
bulwarks, to ſhoot arrows and great ſtones withal. 
And his name ſpread far abroad; for he was marvel- 
louſly helped, till he was ſtrong. Thus whether in peace 
or war, he arrived at the greateſt glory. 

16 But when he was ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to 
[his] deſtruction: for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Logp 
his God, and went into the temple of the Loxp to burn 

17 incenſe upon the altar of incenſe.* And Azariah the 
prieft went in after him, and with him fourſcore prieſts 

18 of the Log, [that were] valiant men: And the 
withſtood Uzziah the king; probably ſurrounded the altar 
of incenſe, that he might not approach it without offering 
violence to them, and ſaid unto him, boldly, yet reſpef- 
fully, [It appertaineth] not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn 
incenſe unto the Lok, but to the prieſts the ſons of 
Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn incenſe: go out 
of the ſanctuary; for thou haſt treſpaſſed; how haſt 
gone too far already in coming into the ſandtuary; neither 
[ſhall it be] for thine honour from the Loxp God; 
meaning it would be a diſgrace and reproach to im; but 

19 they ſpoke modeſtly and reſpectfully, as to their king. Then 
Uzziah was wroth, and [had] a cenſer in his hand to 


burn 


4 This was ſtrange conduct. Had he prayed before the peo- 
le, had he preached to them, as David and Solomon and je- 
hothaphar did, it would have been well ; but his burning incenſe 
upon the altar was an high inſult to God and his ſanctuary. It 
is hard to aſſign any reaſon for it. __ he wanted to be 
like the heathen princes ; or to imitate his father, who burnt in- 
cenſe before the gods of Edom; or Jeroboam, who did ſo before 
his calves, | 
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burn incenſe : he ftill perſiſted in his de/ipn, and while he 
was wroth with the prieſts, and probably threatening them, 
the leproſy even roſe up in his forehead before the 
prieſts in the houſe of the Loxo, from beſide the in- 
cenſe altar; the leproſy plainly appeared to the prieſts, as 

20 he flood before the altar of incenſe. And Azariah the 
chief prieſt, and all the prieſts, looked upon him, and, 
behold, he [was] leprous in his forehead, and they 

_ thruſt him out from thence; yea, himſelf haſted alſo 

21 to go out, becauſe the Loxp had ſmitten him.” And 
Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a ſeveral houſe, [being] a leper; for he 
was cut off from the houſe of the Loꝶx D: and Jotham 
his fon [was] over the king's houſe, judging the people 
of the land. 

22 Now the reſt of the Acts of Uzziah, firſt and laſt, 
did Iſaiah the prophet, the ſon of Amoz, write, but 
this account is loft. His name is mentioned in Tſaiah vi. 1. 

23 So Uzziah ſlept with his fathers, and they buried him 
with his fathers in the field of the burial which [be- 
longed} to the kings; for they ſaid, He [1s] a leper: 
and Jotham his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, E infer, that true religion, or ſeeking the Lord, 
is the way to proſperity, v. 5. As long as Uz- 
ziah did ſo, God made him to proſper exceedingly. All proſ- 
| Perity 
They were going to thruſt him out, but he went out bim - 
ſelf, for fear of ſome greater judgment. This was a very re- 
markable puniſhment. He aſpired at honour, and was ſmitten 
with a loathſome diſeaſe. He invaded the prieſt's office, and was 
angry with them, and now was ſmitten with a diſeaſe which was 
ſubjett to their inſpection. For coming into the ſanctuary, he 
was expelled the outer court, where the meaneſt ſubject might 
enter. By aſpiring to the prieſtly office, he loſt the royal dignity. 
* God might juſtly puniſh him, as he was guilty of an high 
affront to him and his law; and to prevent the royal and prieſtly 
dignity from being confounded ; on the keeping of which ſeparate, 
much of the jewith ceconomy depended. He lived long a monu- 
ment of God's diſpleaſure; which muſt be peculiarly mortifying 
to ſo active a prince, and ſuch a lover of buſineſs, and in be 
height of all his glory. . 
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perity comes from God, and is moſt likely to be found in 
the ways of piety. Whatever was peculiar to that diſpen- 
ſation, till it is to be remembered, that godlineſs is profitable 
unto all things, having promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that whach is to come. 

2. How hard is it to bear proſperity with moderation and 
thankfulneſs! Uzziah is a dreadful inſtance of this. v. 16. 
When he was flrong, his heart was lifted up to his deſtruc- 
tion : for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord his God, and went 
into the temple of the Lord, and burned incenſe upon the altar of 
incenſe. He had led large forces againſt his enemies, and 
mightily ſubdued them; but pride ſubdued him. Good 
men as well as great men are in danger of this. We need 
to watch our hearts againſt the incroachment of ſo dangerous 
a foe; and to pray, that we enter not into ſo common and 
hurtful a temptation. | 

3. Learn how jealous God is for the purity of his own 
inſtitutions and the order of his houſe, who made this 
and glorious, and in other reſpects, good king, fo awtul a 
monument of his diſpleaſure. We have no ſuch particular 
laws now; but the reaſon of the thing and the rule of the 
goſpel require men to keep within their own ſphere and 
calling; and eſpecially not to invade the miniſterial office: 
it is pride and ignorance which embolden men ſometimes 
to do it. But it is not for their honour before the Lord God, 
nor for the honour of their miniſtry. Let every man be a 
preacher in his own family, and do all the good he can to 
the ſouls of his neighbours, This is every man's buſineſs 
and if they would diſcharge that, and miniſters at the 
ſame time give themſelves wholly to their office, without 
meddling with ſecular affairs, the world and church would 
be more orderly, virtuous, and happy. 
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HA JIEVIL 


The reign of Fotham. In 2 Kings xv. 8, to the end, is an ac- 
count of ſeveral kings of Iſrael during the reign of Azariah or 
Uzziah over Judah. It will be proper to read it here, and 
then return to this account of his ſon. | 

| x: JOTHAM 
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1 IOTHAM was] twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned ſixteen years in 
Jeruſalem. His mother's name alſo [was] Jeruſhah, 

2 the daughter of Zadok. And he did | that which was] 
right in the ſight of the Loxp, according to all that his 
father Uzziah did; he ſeems to have been a good king 
no evil is ſaid of him; he imitated his father in what was 
commendable: howbeit he entered not into the temple of 
the Loxp. And the people did yet corruptly ; rather, 
ſurely he entered not into the temple of the Lord in the pro- 
fane manner his father did; yet the people did corruptly, by 

3 ſacrificing and burning incenſe in high places. He built the 

high gate of the houſe of the Lord, where the Ne- . 
thinims dwelt, Nelli. iii. 26. and on the wall of Ophel 3 

4 he built much.* Moreover he built cities in the 
mountains of Judah, and in the foreſts he built 
caſtles and gowers. * 

5 He fought alſo with the king of the Ammonites, and 
prevailed againſt them: hey had not revolted before fince 
David's time, and now became tributaries. And the child- 
ren of Ammon gave him the fame year an hundred 
talents of filver, and ten thouſand meaſures of wheat, 
and ten thouſand of barley. So much did the children 
of Ammon pay unto him, both the ſecond year, and 

6 the third. So Jotham became mighty, begauſe he 
prepared his ways before the Lorp his God, directed 
all his counſels and actions by God's word | 

7 Now the reſt of the acts of Jotham, and all his 
wars, and his ways, lo, they [are] written in the book 

8, of the kings of Iſrael and Judah. He was five and 

twenty years old when he began to reign, and. reigned 

9 ſixteen years in Jeruſalem. And Jotham ſlept with 

his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David. 

and Ahaz his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


REFLECT:- 


t Ophel was a large tower, that probably afterwards was called 
the tower of Anthory, | 
* 2 Kings chap. xvi. ſhould be read next. 


* 
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* 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. E have juſt reaſon for thankfulneſs that ours © 2 
land is not like that of Iſrael "ud the tranſ- 


gre Mon of a land, many are the princes theres XXVIii. 2. 
hey had many in a few years; attended with riots, mur- 


ders, anarchy and confuſion. Alas, what peace and com- 
fort could the ſubject have amidſt ſuch ſcenes as theſe! Let 
us bleſs God this is not the caſe in our days. We ſhould 
often make this reflection, when we read ſuch ftories in 
ſacred or common hiſtory; and it is a reflection which 
ſhould be made with much ſeriouſneſs and gratitude, 

2. However meg act, the word of God ſhall take effect. 


= had ſaid, Thy ſons ſball fit on the throne unto the fourth 
js 2 Kings xv. 12. and 2 it came to paſs, All 


aun e were wicked; ꝓut God promiſes not- 

Mag e accompliſhed# hat nee 

is 5 this to Ty m . to be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to 
W 


God. Faithful is he*oho hag promiſed, and who alſo is able to 
AS 3 if he keepsſis word with his enemies, much 


re wilkhe af o it with his friends, ; 
. We wü! imitate the beſt of men no further than they 
— well. Where we have a particular veneration for 


perſons, by are in danger of running into their etrors and 


fs: 


8 
wo] 


follies. tion on this head is proper. Let us do as our 
fathers far as it was good and commendable. But 
the chief 8 is to follow the rules of God's word; and, 
like Jotham, prepare our ways __ the Lord ; then all 


ve 3 mighty, honourable le, and happ 
3 and 


4. greateſt princes are only G 
cut is purpoſes. The Afſyrians were only the rod of 


His anger, 2 Kings xv. 29. He gives them their commiſſion, 
and ſends them againſt ungrateful and ſinful men. Let us“ 
reverence his providence; adore hig influence over the 
ſpirits of men; and remember, that Mz hearts of all men are 
in the hand of the Lord. mated are the people who have him 
. their friend. . 


gf III. Z * CHAP, 


_—— 


; ak 
us 
2 * * 
4" 1 
2 


| *s 

CH AP. XXVIIL . 
Alia reigns wic ted); is affiited by the Syrians, his death; aud 
bh Tae is ſucceeded by. Hezekiah. | 


* 
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9 


I Te. 7 [was] twenty yearg,old when he began to 
A reign, and he reigned fixteen years in Jeruſa- 
W em: but he did not [that which was] right in the ſight 
2 of the Loxb, like David his father: For he walked in 

the ways of the kings of Iſrael, aud made alſo molten 
3 images for Baalim. Moreover he hurnt incenſe in the 
valley of the ſon of Hinnom, and burnt his children in 
the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom 
4 the Loxp had caſt out before the children of Iſrael. He 
facrificed alſo and burnt incenſe inthe high places, and 
5 on the hills, and under every = tree.“ Wherefore 


the Loxg his God delivered him into qhe handyoF the 
king of Sys and they ſmote him, Man away 
a great multitude of them captives, and brought [them] 


to Damaſcus. And he was alſo delivered into the hand 
of the king of Iſrael, A ſmote him with a great 

6 ſlaughter. For Pekah the fon of Remaliali made 7 1 
Liant 


digious ſaugliler, and flew in Judah an hundred 
twenty thouſand in one day, [ which: were] all va 
men; becauſe they had forſaken the Logp God of 
7 their fathers. And Zichri, a mighty man ofWphraim 
- flew Maaſeiah the king's ſon, and Azri 4 gover⸗ 
nor of the houſe, the high ſtetard of il gouſehold, and 
Ikanah [that was] next to the king, 7 king's chief 
ourite. | 
8 And theſ children of Iſrael carried 3 of 
their brethren two hundred thouſand, women ons, and 
daughters, and took alſo away much ſpoil, from them 
9 and brought the ſpoil to Samaria. But a prophet f 
the Lorp walthere, what name [was] Oded : and he 
went ont befor&the hoſt that came to Samaria, and ſaid 
_ unto them, Behold, 4 Pp the Loxp God of your 
. a ce | fathers 


PN to thetwgnty firſt, ſhould 
and between the 


* 


* _ 
4 


be read in connection with 2 Kings chap. xvi 
ſixth and ſeventh verſes. | 


The following verſes fi 


* 


* 
Y +4 


* 


32 
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fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath defivere 
into your hand, and ye have lain them in a rage 
o rtacheth up unto heaven. And now urpoſe to — 
under the children of Judah and Wa 
men and bondwomen * you; eithari 
aveß, or to ſell Nm 
* of a: but are ee not with you, even with yo 
4 Hins againſt tu Los 
$ 4 triũ in marks, 
* 11 therefore "A 0 
therefore, ane Jeliver 


at] 


hero. keep them for 
her countries, rar to the law 


. AF be; 
t toſþ ſhow 


_ worſe than they, and 
to them. Now hear me 
We again, which ye 
have taken e of y ethren: for the fierce 
12 wrath of the LRD ris agg you. Then certain * the 
heads of the children of Eohraim, Azariah the ſon of 
Johanan, dach 5) the ſon of Meſhillemoth, and Je- 
+ hizkiah the ſon Shall, And Amaſa the ſon of Had- 
"ki, ſtood up agaigſt them that came tram the war, and 


ſhawed a noble 2 „ inſiſting on the prophet's order to de- 
13 liver up this captives being executed; And ſaid unto them, 


——— o <©C& "hd a ww RR — „ 


„ 


v 


we have Mi againſt the Loxp already, 257 


intend to add more] to our ſins and to our treſpaſs 
for our treſpals is great, and [there is] fierce wrath 
gn IM So the armed men left the captives and 
* * the ſpoil before the princes and all the congregation, 10 
* "15 do With them as they pleaſed, And the men which were 
wh exprefſed by name, wich wwere nominated by the congrega- 
tion, roſe up, and took the captives, and with the ſpoil 
__ KTrlothed all tha lere naked among them, and — 
th *. ſhod them, and gave them to eat and to 
os d them, dreſſed their wounds, and car- 
4 the e of them upon aſſes, and brought 
4 them to Jericho, the city of palm tregg, to their bre- 
thren provided beaſtggfor the feeble, i them ſafe 


2 


ried 


and {ſmitten JudahFand c 


ied away gaptives; hey took 
advantage of theſe tro 


and confuſtons to attack him. 


his 


40 


ud 
D your God? for which, if God were 


to the land of Judah hen they retugned. to 1 
16 At that time did king haz az fend the kings 
17 Aſſyria tõ help hi; NoHAgain the Edomites — — 


he The Philiftines alſo, to revenge the injuries that Uzziah 
IS n 


lem for bande 


2 


Te ſhall not bring in the captivePhither : for whereas 


* 
* | 
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's graffather had done them, had invaded the cities of 
e loWcountry, and of the ſouth of Judah, and had 
tak th-ſhemeſh, and Ajalon, and Gedero® and 


G with che villages thereof, and Timnah with the 


* Allg es thereof, Gimzo allo, and the villages thereof: 


5 


1.9 and — elt there. Fr the ORD brou 
* 4 low becauſe of Ahaz King of Iſrael;* for he 
dah naked, and tranſgreſſed ſoꝶ 
deprived them of the 


t Judah 
ade ju 
aghinſt the Lo xe; he 
ine protect his Wdolatry an 
20 wickedneſs, And TI Rupee Bp of Aſſyriz came 
unto him, and di 10 him, rengthened him 
21 not. For Ahaz too y a porte 1 0 t] 2 the houſe 
ff the Loxp, and (out hof the houle&of the king, and 
of the princes, and gave [it] unto the king of Aſſyria; 
he got all the treaſures £ could toge! her, to bribe the king 
of Aſyria to help im; But he helped him not? 
22 And in the time of his Fs did he treſpals yet 
23 more againſt the Lon p: this [18 that] king Ahag. For 
he ſacrificed un ng 5 gods of Damaſcus, which ſmote 
him: and he Becauſe the gods of the kings þ 
Syria help them, [therefore] wil Biecritice to the 
that they may e. But they were Wes ruin of him, 
24 and of al Iſrakl. And Ahaz ed together, the 
veſſels of the houſe of God, and cut pieces the veſſels, 
of the houſe of God, and ſhut up the doors of thehouſe 
of the Lon, and he made him altars in every eorner 
25 of Jeruſalem. And in every ſeveral city of Judah he 
made high places to burn incenſe unto other gods, and 


- * provgked to anger the Loxp G his fathers, # 
26 No the reſt of his acts and of all his 


and laſt, behold, they [are] wri "Gp haps 4 
27 kings of Judah and Iſrael. haz with 
0 they buried him in the 3 N 


fathers, 
Jeruſalem: but they oe him not into the el 
kings of If: and Hezekiah his ſon 


—_— 
| a * ** HAP. 
lt ſhould wy as Seve and the old 
tranſlation read Tein A a a 5h l 
See a larger albedo of this in 2 Kings xvi. g. which it 
will be proper to read 8 with. this, * 


"es. * 
* * 


chres 04 
reigned in 


Ad 
4 


» 
: 


* 
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* 


# h . XXIX. 


The good reign 3 e 


„ 
e true religion is ghorea, and 


Ar 
and twenty years old, and he rezgned nine and 


2 [was] Abijah the 
at which was] right in the fight of the Loxo accord- 


N | t 
3 4p; all that David. his father had done. 
3. FHe in thg firſt year of his xeign, in the firſt month, 
#reſolutely beran a formation, aud opened the doors of the 
houſe of the Lorp, which Mis father had ſhut, and repair- 
4 ed them. And he brought in the prieſts and the Le- 
vites, which his father had excluded, and gathered them 
' together into the eaſt ſtreet, before the eaſt gate, at the 
5 entrance of the temple, And ſaid unto them, Hear me, ye 
Levites, ſanctify _ yourſelves, and ſanctify the houſe 
of the Loxy/God of your fathers, and carry forth the 
flilthineſs out o wo 4 7 7 e 5 carry the altar of Ahaz 
| 6 out of the co or our fathers have treſpaſſed, (he 
f ſpeaks | erly anten his own father,) and done that 
5] in the eyes of the Loxp our God, and 
7 v ha. fakes him, that i hig worſpip, and have turned 
| 1 their faces from the habitation of the Loxo, and 
rned | their] backs * is, worſhipped towards the eaſt, 
equired them to worſhip towards 
7 # e moſt holy place, wwhiclay weſt of the court. Alſo they 
aye ſhut up the dohrsgof the porch, and put out the 
* lamps, and Fa — burned incenſe, nor offered burnt 
erings in ly place] unto the God of Iſrael. 
herefore the Wräkh of the Loxp was upon Judah and 
| Jeruſalem, when Pekah flew an hundred and twenty thou- 
ſand of tens in one day, (ſe ch. xxviii. 6.) and he hath 
delivered them to trouble, to aſtoniſhment, and to 
% 9 hifling, as qe ſee with yourſeyes. For, 16, our fathers 
have talen the ſwore, and our ſons and our daugh- 
ters and t wives e captivity for this; /ame 
10 were * and other K coptiv., Now [it is] in 
* * 3 mine 


ghter of Zechariah. And he did 


2 to the law 


hy 


*. * 
1 


ue of God cleanſed. = 
egen to reign lake be fire 


twenty years in er And his mother's name 


— * 
2 4 9 
* — = ed 


_= - - — 1 
r EIS Anroo— roo 
. 


7 
% 
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mine heart to make a coverifint = the Loxp God of 


nel, his fierce wrath may turn away from us. 

11 My ſo not now cee or the Lox hatn 
choſen you to ſtand before Mm, ta ſerve him, and that 

ys ſhould Miniſter unto him, and urn incenſe; ſee that 


God's laws are obſerved, and I onder of his houſe reſtored, 
not you have liberty to da ſo, * ©. 

12 Then the Levites at6ſc;. Mahath the ſon of Amaſai, 
and Joel the fon of Azariah, of the ſons of the Koha- 
thites: and of the ſons of Merart;z Kiſh the pn of 
Abdi, and Azariah the ſon of Jehalelel: and the 
Gerſhonites ; Joah the ſon of Zimmah and Eden * 

13 ſon of Joah: And of the ſons of Mizzphan Shimri, 
and Jeiel: and of the ſons of Aſaph; Zechariah, and 
14 Mattaniah : And of the ſons of Henan; Jehiel, and 
Shimei: and of the ſons of Jeduthuny Shemaiah, and 
Uzziel. Theſe are the names f the principal perſons who 
complied with the king*s order, and fired up their brethren 
15 to the work. And they gathered their brethren, and 
ſanctified themſelves, By*<waſhins the, body and obſerving 
other rites of the law, ànd ame iading to the com- 
mandment of the king, by the words of the Lorp, to 


I6 cleanſe the houſe of the e Angythegitights went 


* 


into the inner part of theꝶbuſe of th LoRD to Heanſe 


it,] and brought out alF the uncleanneſs thag they | 
found in the temple of the Lon b, into nc the of 4 
the houſe ofthe Lorp, Aude Levites took [it, ] to 
17 carry [it] out abroad intofthe brook Kidron. Now 
they began on the firſt ae! the firſt month to 
ſanctify ; waſhing every part Feltaning the candlefiieks and 
veſſels, which were grown ruſty, ang repairing the decayed 
parts; and on the eighth day ofthis month camgthey 
to the porch of the Lorxy: ſo they ſanctified theHouſe 
of the Log in eight days; and in the gytteenth day of 
the firſt month they made an end; being "eight days more 
in cleaning the courts, and chambers, and offices about it. 


18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the gan faid, We 
have cleanſed all the houſe of the Loi and the altar 


of burnt offering, with all t eſſels tMereof, and the 


19 ſhew bread aich e hs and Mas HT 


6 * 
WF . V 
3” 


23 


7 5 b 
* 24 1 kid S. nent 
* killed 3 


— 
* 


75 


| 15 * man 
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| all the veſſels, which king Ahaz in his reign did — 
| + Gaya y an his tranſgreſſion, have we prepared and _ 

. Loos 
0 
21 Lox Db. And t 


* ra = Ts e bY 


commanded the prieſts the ſons ß 
n to offer [them] on the altar of the Loxp.* So $* 2 


and, behold, 2 [are] N 2 * ot 
Then Hezekiah the king roſe early and gathered 
the rulers of the city and went up to the houſe of the 


thay brought, ſeven bullocks, and ſeven 


N 5 


* 


1 nctuary, and for 
105 And 


killed 
„and ip 


had kl 


- 1 and the prieſts received the 
Aled [it] on the altar: likewiſe, when 
the rams, they ſprinkled the blood upon 
illed alſo the lambs, and they ſprinkled 
the altar; all this was according to the 


3 forth the he-goats [for] the 


the bl 
ba * 
ng —— the congregation; and 
: And the prieſts 
pci with their 
blood upon thg i to nad — for all 1f- 
rael: for the king commanded [that] the burnt offer- 
ing and the ſin offering [ſhould be made] for all Iſrael, 


25 hereby acknazaledeing their relation to them. And he ſet 


* 


8 


> 


the Leuſtes i the houſe of the Lorp with cymbals, 
with pſalteri&, and with harps, according to the com- 
mandment of David, and of - EE Fer ſeer, 
and Nathan the prophet: for [ſo was command- 
ment of the Long h his prophets. And the Le- 
vites ſtood with t ents of David, which Da- 
vid had appointed, and ti prieſts with the trumpets, 
which Moſes ond And Hezekiah commanded to 
offer the burnt offering upon the altar. And when the 
burnt ofigging began, the ſong of the Loxo“ began 
[alſo] -with the trumpets, and with” the inſtruments 


28 [ordained] by David king of Iſrael. And all the con- 


X * 4 gregationſ® 


* reste bes firſt made for paſt fins. The law appointed 
on 


6 


robably the ſong of the 
ah 4 


one of each as a fin offering; but as their guilt had been 


red and thirty- 
e daily worſhip, 


& heinous, age ordered ſeve Sig: one he times over. 
av in th 


TY 
„ 6 
Ws © 


4 


plalm, which ſeems to h 


-goats, for a fin » 


* 


YL 
- 
= | 
5 
1 


- d > _y 
. er oo, ˙ ͤw Ä II Hr _— OI 


23 * 
* 
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e ing conſecrated themſelves, by offering ſacrifices of reconciliation, , 


+ © 


gregation worſhipped, and the. fingers ſang, aid the 

trumpeters ſounded : [and] all {this continued neil 4 
29 the burnt offering was finiſhed, And when the had 

made an 2 0 the king and ally tat were, / ! 
preſent with him bowed themſelves, and worſhipped ; 

25 began and concluded the ſerwice with a ſolemn Mloration 

30 of the divine 7 8 Aae 


N the king and 
to 112 . unto 


the princes c the 
the Lorp A hs a: of Dav; h the 
ſeer, not only This day, but continu Wot 5 


praiſes with gladneſs, and they bowed their h d 


31 worſhipped. ; Then Hezekiah anf nd ſaid; J. 
ye have conſecrated yourſelves unt te Lori, come 
near and bring ſacrifices and thank ngs into the 
houſe of the LoD. And the con n brought in 
ſacrifices, and thank offerings ; and mag; as were of 

32 a free heart burnt offerings,* And — a of the 
burnt offerings, which eg n bin was 
threeſcore and tenlſb red and! 


two hundred lam 825 theſe [were] for a burnt offer- 

33 ing to the Lozp. And the conſecrated things, all the 
offerings — lo God, beſides ine burnt , offerings 
already mentioned, were] fix hundred oxen and three 
34 thouſand ſheep. But the prieſts, 52 uch as were 


ſanfiified, were too few, ſo that they mot flay all 
the burnt offerings : Wherefore their Brethren the Le- 1 

vites did them, till the work was ended, and until 
the a iel had ſanctified themſelves: for the 
Levites [were] more upright. in heart to ſanctify them- 


ſelves, had greater ze lution, than the T4 


35 And allo the burnt offahgs | were] in abundance, 
the fat of the peace offerings, and the dłink offeri 
for Lee offering. This was another reaſon why 
the 


Þ» Atonement belhg thus made, and the regular worſhip eſtabliſh- 
ed, he commanded that other ſacrifices ſhould be brought. Hav- 


they were to bring peace offerings as an acknowledgment of d's 


goodneſs, 
© This ſhowed great piety and zeal, becauſe the whole of a, 
. 


burnt offerings deſtroy the mn offerings were 
by them and thi pri g* * 


5 
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the prieſts were too few, the fat of the peace offerings was 
to be burnt, and drink offerings were * 70% with each 
4 burnt offering. So the ſervice of the houſe of the Logo, 
| 36 both ordinary and extraordinary, was {et in order. And 


y Jagckiah rejoiced, and all the people, that God had 
. the people: for the thing was [done] ſudden- 


* 


0 +; * ſo ready and a. reſolute, manifeſted a diving 
„ "Finfiueng oh their minds, ui occgſioned great joy. 

For the refleftions on this chapter, ſee 2 Kings chap. xviii. 
, 22 — x > 
„ EH AP. XXX. +148 
E. by The paſſover being agreed upon, letters are ſent by Hezekiah to 
K invite all Iſrael to it; We have here the manner in which it 
was kept, andthe feaſt which followed it. 


1 A ND Hezekiah ſent to all Iſrael and Judah, thoſe 
4 \ A of llie ian inibes of 1/rae! that were not carried cap- 
5 $ e and wrote letters alſo to Ephraim and Manaſſeh, 
* that they ſhauld. come to the houſe of the Loxp at 
Jeruſalem, t =” the paſſover unto the LoxD God 
2 of Iſrael. =” e king had taken counſel, and his 
princes, and all the congregationdy@.Jeruſalem, to keep 

3 the paſſover in the ſecond mo. For they could not 
keep it at that time, hat is, on the fourteenth day of 
the firſt month, as the law directed, for the temple was not 
cleanſed till the jixteenth , and becauſe the rm had not 
ſanctified themſelves ſufficiently, neither had the people 

4 gathered themſelves together to Jeruſalem. And the 
thing pleaſed the king zud all the congregation ; ! the 

*® advicegftifwauncil was - 1 and the thing agreed upon. 
z So t cltabliſhed a decree to make proclamation 
throughout all Iſrael, from Beer-ſheba_even to Dan, 
that they ſhould come to keep ver unto the 
"4 Lorp 


* Ephraim and gseh gen Nl mentioned, becauſe they 
were near Judah, and might ow more of religion by an inter- 
courſe with their neighbours. They were invited to come to Jeru- 
falem, becauſe that was the only place where it could be kept. 

The ten tribes had not kept it ſince their ſeparation, being 
hindered from going to Jeruſalem : and Judah never kept it wi 
ſuch ſolemnity as they did now, fince the time of Solomon. 


<& * 74 4. 


* 
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Lorp God of Iſrael at Jeruſalem: for they had not 
done it] of a long [time in ſuch ſort] as it was written. 
6 So the poſts went with the letters from the king and 
his princes throughout all Iſrael and Judah, and ac- 
cording to the commandment of the king, ſaying 
children of Iſrael, turn again unto the L 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Ifael, and he wil 
remnant of you, that Wgeſcaped out of 
7 the kings of Aſſyria. And be not ye like your ſathers, 
* like your brethren, which treſpaſ againſt the. 
oRD God of their fathers, e gave them ? 
8 uß to deſolation, as ye ſee. Now bot ftiff-necked, 
as your fathers [were, butÞ yield yotmelves unto the 
Lonp, and enter into his fanctuary, which he hatan 
ſanRified for ever: and ſerve the Loxp your God, | 
that the fierceneſs of his wrath may turn away from you. 
9 For if ye turn again unto the Logp, your brethren 
and your children [ ſhall nd] compaſſion before them * 
that lead them captive, ſo that they Mall come again 
into this land: for the Logp your, God [is] gracious | 
and merciful, and will not tur his] face from 
10 you, if ye retu him.“ So pits paſſed from 


rn 
city to city cha the country of Ephraim and 
Manaſſeh, even uiii Lebulun: but they laughed them 
to ſcorn, and mocked them. The meſſage was generally 
flighted, they knew ſo little of: Jehovah, and were ſo uſed 
11 to other gods, that their hearts were hardened. Never- 
theleſs divers of Aſherrand Manaſſeh and Zebulun 
12 humbled themſelves, and came to Jeruſalem. Alſo in 


Judah the hand of God s to give t ne heart to 
do the commandment of The king a e princess, 
by the word of the Logp. Judah was unu nous, and 


it is mentiqned as the work of God. 13 And 
This was 4 bs and affectionate letter which he ſent, in 


which he exhorts to turn, again and yield themſelves to God, 
and enter his ſantuary at [eft#fale > and not be like their fathers 
who were given up to idolatry : 2 reaſons he urges are, 
that they were the children of Iſrael; that Jehovah was the God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael; that he would be merciful to them, 
and ſave them from ruin, and bring back their brethren. This 
the law of Moſes declared ; and Hezekiah, no doubt, had au- 
thority to urge it in this caſe, as a motive to their repentance. 
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13 And there aſſembled at Jeruſalem much people to 
keep the feaſt of unleavened bread in the ſecond 
14 month, a very t congregation. And they aroſe 
and took away car that [were] in Jeruſalem, and 
allthe altars for cenſe took they away, and caſt 
them!] into the . They began Jy ſhowing 
1 5 "their e idMtry. Then they killed the paſſ- 
over an fourteenth [day] of the ſecond month: 
an jeſts and the Levites, who had not ſanctiſied 

t ; 7 WIR were aſhamed, and ſan&ified them- 
ht in the burnt offerings into the 
houſe the Lord. They were aſhamed at ſeeing the 
16 people ſo forward, an a_ ſo cold and negligent. And 
they ſtood in their PE 
to the law of Moſes an of God, that they might 
diſpatch the buſt s e readily : the prieſts ſprink- 
led the blood, [which they received] of the hand of the 


17 Levites. Foxwthere Ki. many in the congregation 
that were coef ; therefore the Levites had the 
charge of | 
— and ois . belonging to 2 feaſt, and 
more than fi ere now ndeſſary) for every one 
[that was] not 2 to ſanctiſſj [ahem] unto the Loxp. 
18 For. a multitude of the pole even] many of 
Ephraim, and Manaſſeh, IHachar and Zebulun, had 
not cleanſed themſel yet did they eat the paſſ- 
over otherwiſe than i ritten. Having a pious de- 
fire to eat it, they were dl to do ſo, left they ſhould be 
diſcouraged, and the growins reformation be prevented, in 
humble confidence that would not puniſh this neghe, 
when the heart was homeſ® and upright. But Hezekiah 
prayed for them, laying The good Loxp pardon 
19 every one [That] prepare his heart to ſeek God, the 
Loxb God of his fathers, that cam wit, pure and 
holy intentions, though [he bel not ¶cleanſed] accord- 
20 ing to the purification of the ſanctuary. And the 
Lonp hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the peo- 
21 ple.“ And the children of Ifcael that were preſent at 


Jeruſalem 


the paſſovers (the paſchal 


em; 12 that he now pardoned them; and gave them ſome 


@ | 


97 5 their manner, according 
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Jeruſalem kept the feaſt of unleavenẽd bread ſeven 
days wit E. gladneſs: 57 the Levites and the 


rieſts pr # the Lorp d day, [ſinging] with 
22 loud inſtruments unto the & Db. And Hezekiah 
ſpake comfortably unto all th 


vites that taught the 
good knowledge of the Log at read and expounded 
the law to the people, and th "6; eat ughout the 
feaſt ſeven days, offering peace offerings aui making 
confeſſion to the Lox p God of their fathers, « 
neceſſary, confidering the idolatry of Ijraet, eh © 
reign in Fudeh. Hezekiah commended their and dili- 
- gence, and promiſed to reward their zeal in prfazating the 
23 irue religion, as we find kt xt chapter. And the 
whole aſſembly took coun prom other ſeven days, 
though it was the time of N 11555 they kept [other] 
ſeven days with gladneſs; ee prayer, praiſes, 
24 Sc. For Hezekiah king of — did give to the 
congregation a thouſand bull . FTE thouſand 
ſheep; and the princes ga ongregation a 
thouſand bullocks and ten and a great 
number of prieſts : x <2 Hezekiah 
entertained his ſubjetts and the Iſraelites, and there came 
in a ſufficient u oy F prigſts to offer the ſacrifices, and 
25 Grad the blo nd all the congregation of Judah 
uith the — >, and the Levites, and all the congre- 
gation that came out gf rael, and the ſtrangers 
that came out of the land Viſrael, and that dwelt in 
26 Judah, rejoiced. So Was great joy in Jeruſalem: 
for ſince the time of Solomon the go of David king 
of Iſrael [there was] not ike in Jeruſalem. 
27 Then the prieſts the s aroſe and bleſſed the 
ple areording to the * that is, prayed that God 
would bleſs them : and t. 23555 was heard, and their 
prayer came [up] to his | Poly dwelling- place, [even] 
unto heaven. Ve anſwered their prayer, and ratified ne 
bleſſing they pronounced. 
tokens of his acceptance: probably fire from heaven, that had gone 
out in the time of Ahaz, 
3 Theſe rangers from Wael became proſelytes, and dwelt in 
Judah, _ tous eſcaped that utter deſtruction which quickly after J 


was 1 on their 9 by the Aſſyrians; when thoſe Who 
mocked Henckciay s meſſengers were carried away. % 4 


oth * 


oy 
» 


he laſt 
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* RE F IAE CTIONS. 


T is the duty choſe who have revolted from God 
af | to turn again to Him, to devote themſelves to his 
ſervice, and enter into ſtrict engagements to be his. This 
is the way to eſcape the miſery which impenitent ſinners 
fall into, ang ſecure God's favour. Hs never turns his 
Ax face away Mom thoſe that ſeek him! Return unto me, 
and I will nen unto thee, ſaith the " 1 
2. It is he new thing for meſſengers who come on the 
moſt important concerns, and in the moſt friendly way, to 
be deſpiſed and ſcorned. One would have thought the 
Iſraelites ſhould at. leaſt have given Hezekiah's meſſengers 
a civil reception: but my mocked th&n, and laughed 
them to ſcorn; 0 the g opel of recgnciliation is often 
trea {om the kind La of AK King of heaven 
deſpi ed. "5 55%, will be dreadful ; Suck 
de al onter, an periſh 
ie * ſatisfaction to reflect, that while many 
rej FA the 9015 offers, ſome embrace them. As the gol- 
— will be to inal a ſavour of death, it is pleaſant to think, 
that to ſome it will be @ ſavayr of li This gives encou- 
ragement to miniſters and 7 en; and the hand of 
God ſhould be acknowledge 
4. The zeal and piety « bay ſhould ſhame us out of 
our ſloth and negligence, ig. And the prieſts and the Le- 
vites were Zee ſanified themſelves. God conti- 
nues in every age e examples of eminent piety, ; to 
quicken our zeal, Nene ſee others eager and forward 
in religion, inſteac en 1 their conduct, and impu- 
ting bad deſigns to them, es rather imitate their zeal. 
— eſpecially, when ſee private chriſtians zea- 
us, ſhould be aſhamed t els ſo. May we all by our 
good example provoke one another to love and good works. 
5. Hezekiah's prayer for the people may properly be 
adopted by us in our approaches to God, The great 
thing is to prepare the heart to ſgek God: to have a ſin- 
« cere mind, and a fixed intention ſerve him: there may 
de defects in our wandering though in the frame of our 
| * bad 0 * ſpirits 
* S 
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ſplrits; when they are not ſuch as we could wiſh, in et 
| caſes, we may go to God by prager, intreat him to pl 

us, and accept our fincere endeayours through Chriſt, not. 
withſtanding theſe unallowed 1 ions. Let us there- 
fore come boldly to the throne of grace, that ue may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in the time of need. Heb. iv. 16. 

6. Religious ſervices ought always to be attended with joy. 
This is often repgated, They kept the feaſt oy be pe and 
rejoiced with great jay. All religious duties ſhould be 
formed with pleaſwe ; we ſhould” come to with 1 J 
light; endeavouf to keep our hearts chearful. Pray with- 
out * ing, and rejoice evermore. © 

The blefling which God's miniſters pronounce, if at. 
| ended to with ſincerity and devotion, will be acceptable to 
him, and be cofifirmed by him. v. 27. It is not an emp- 
ty or inſignifigant form; if we ſincerel join in it, and 
humbly deſire a bleſſing, out prayers will be granted,” and 
the bleſſing ratified. Let us heartilg join in ſuch a 
ſolemn act, for in God's houſe he'\commands u blaſimęs even 
Iiſe for evermore. | $4. + , 


— — — N 


_ _ —  —  — — — — 


7G 


T he zeal of the people in Fon... 
for ſupplying (God's table, 
_ and ſucceſs in all. 
O W when all this was ed, I. tlie celebra- 
4 tion of the paſſover, . good inſtruldons they 
had received, 21 Iſrael N we Poeten, went out to 
the cities of Judah, rake the images in pieces, 
and cut down the gi and threw down the hi 
laces, and the las at of all Judah and Benjamin, 
in Ephraim alſo and Manaſſeh, until they had utterly 
deſtroyed them all. Then all the children of Iſrael re- 
turned, every man to his ae ay into their own 
cities. 


2 And Hezcki vinted then > MV of the orien | 
and the Levites 8 courſes, which David Ea; in- 


Situttd,* 4 
2 


* 


#77 the proviſion made 
his Net; and ; and Hezekial's 


8 2 & "Fa 
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ſtituted, and the, daily worſhip ,, every man according to 
his ſervice, the prieſts and Levites for burnt offerings 
* and for peace offerings, to miniſter, and to give thanks, 
| <Þ and to praiſe in Ge Fares of the tents of the LorD, that 
x is, in ſgte gates of his houſe, about which the Levites were 
3 aa and kept their proper ſtations. [ He appointed] 
alſo the king's. portion of his ſubſtance for the burnt 
offerings, [to wit, ] for the morning and evening burnt 

{ offerings, and the burnt offerings for the ſabbaths, and 
for the new magfis, and for the ſet feaſts, as [it is] 

4 written in of the Loxp.* Moreover he com- 
manded the gg 


* * be engeguifiged in the law of the Loxg; that being main- 
f tained, they might be encouraged in the diſcharge of their duty. 
And as ſoon as the commandment came abroad, the 
children of Iſrael broughi᷑ in abundance of the firſt fruits 
of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the in- 
»cxeaſe of the field; and the tithe of all [things] 
6 brought they in abundantly, And [concerning] the 
children of Iſrael and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, they alſo brought in the tithe of oxen, and ſheep, 
and the tithe gfgholyMhings which were conſctrated ' 
unto the Lok a Y and laid [them] by heaps. 

7 In the third #holmth, the beginning of harveſt, they 
began, to ee of the heaps, and finiſhed 
[them] in the®eventh month, at the end of harveſt. 

8 And when Hezgktiah and the princes came and ſa the 
aps, they bleſſed the Logo, and his people Iſrgel. 
Thy bleſſed God foxhthis plenty, who had given the people a 
| *. t to contribute; andMommended the people's generoſity 
9 and piety, and prayed God to bleſs them. Then Hezekiah 
-— queſtioned with the pri8W&#and the Levites concerning 
10 the heaps ; how there camgyte be ſo much left. And Aza- 
riah the chip of. * houſe of Zadok anſwered 
©." him, 


* This was _— to be = out of the common ſtock 3 


* 


** 


but as the people er poor, Hezeh contributed to it out of 
bis own revenue: he ſet a good e „ that he might thereby 


quicken others, 
meant, their yows, or voluntary dedi- 


I By conſecrated things is 
- Eations, the gains of trade, ox the ſpoils of war. 


a ia'»-3 
1 + & 


OJ 
. 


8 


e that dwelt in Jeruſalem to give the 
portiotlliþf thePrieſts and the Levites, that they might 


11 Then Hezekiah commanded to pre 


14 and Azariah the ruler of the houſe of God. And Kore 


15 to them, as oil, flour, ſall, wine and incenſe, &c. An 


1 3 3 
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him, and ſaid, Since [the people] began to bring the 
offerings into the houſe of Lorp," we have wr, 
enough to eat, and have leſt plenty: for the L 
hath bleſſed his people; and that which is 7 or 
great ſtore, /aid up for winter. 

* in 


the houſe of the Logo, for florehouſes; and they pre- 


12 pared ſthem,] And brought in the offerings and the 


tithes and the dedicated | things faithfully : over which 
Cononiah the Levite [was] rulgg and Shimei his bro- 


13 ther [was] the next. And re gpd Azaziah, and 0 
*Nahath, and Aſahel, and Je and Tozabad, and 
Eliel, and Iſmachiah, and Mahath;, And Bah, [were] |} 


overicers under the hand of Cononiah M himei his Y 
brother, at the commandment of Hezekiah the king, 


the. ſon of Imnah the Abet, the porter toward the 
eaſt, [was] over the free-will offerings of 30d to diſ- 
tribute the oblations of the Loxb, and the moſt holy 


things; zo give out the proper ſacrifices, and what Pelongedy 


next him [were] Eden, 3 Miniamin, and Jeſh 
and Shemaiah, Amariah aniah, in the cities 
of the prieſts, in [the . ce, to give to their 
brethren by courſes, great as to the 
ſmall; as the former were to diſtri = o theprieſts 
in waiting, theſe were to take care 0 W ww/ e at home 
1 in their cities. Beſides their gengalogy of males, from 


gþree years old and upward, [even] unto wu 


entereth into the houſe of the Lox, his dai ion 
for their ſervice in theit charges according eir 
17 Rurſes.” Both to the genealogy of the prieſts by the 
houſe of their fathers, and the Levites from twenty 
years old and upward, i cheir charges by their courſes;" 


18 And 
22 * three years old, 
F fathers, and ſhare 


ie temple wi 


= The male children 
were allowed to come to 


in the diſtribution. In r time of waifing they brought their 
families with them. 


* In the law it was from thirty years old; but David altered 


this, probably by divins Appoin wy: as the numbers of the 2 
ple and che proſely tes increaſed, 1 Chron, xxiii. 26. 


* 1 


* 
* 


— 


19 ſelves to ſerve an holy God in his holy p 


. tioned here, but may be inferred from P# 


H. CHRONICLES. XXXI. 521 


18 And to the genealogy of all their little ones, under three 
years old, of which there was an exat? regiſter kept, their 
wives, and their ſons, and their daughters, through all 

the congregation: for in their ſet. office they ſanctified 

themſelves in holineſs; in great op wa them « 
e. Alſo of the 
ſons of Aaron the prieſts, [which were] in the fields of 
the ſuburbs of their cities, in e ſeveral city, the 
men that were expreſſed by name, to give portions to 
all the males among the prieſts, and to all that were 
reckoned by genealogies among the Levites; hoſe;guho 
were not in waiting, butiat home in their city, were alſo ro- 
vided for. 7 


20 And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah; and 


wrought [that which was] good and right and truth he- 
fore the Loxp his God; what was pleaſing to God, agree- 
able to the rules of equity and the divine law, and profitable 
21 to the people. And in every work that he began in the 
ſervice of the houſe of God, and in the law, and in the 
commandments, to ſeek his God, he did ſit] with all 
his heart, and proſpered. Whatever he undertook for the 


's advancement of religion, or the good government of the na- 


tion, he did it uprightly ang vigorouſly, and God proſpered 
him in it.* | 1 | 
oy 


* REELECTIONS. 


I. * E good effects of ordinances ſhould be ſhown 

after they are finiſhed, When the people had 
receiveſ good inſtructions, and attended the ſolemn feſti- 
vals, then they began the work of reformation. We are 


Vol. III. y ot 
This is given as a reaſon why ſuch care was taken A 


families, becauſe they were either employed in the temple, or in 
teaching the people at home; and would otherwiſe have been un- 
able to provide for them. - 

? One cireumſtance of Hezekiah's wiſdom and piety is not men- 
| « XXV. 1. that he employed 
ſome ſkilful ſcribe to compare and write out copies of the law 
and other ſacred writings; and alſo ſmaller collections of proverbs, 
which were ſcattered abroad in ſeveral hands. Theſe he employed 
ſome prieſts or prophets to copy, and publiſh for the good of his 


. kingdom, . 


* 2 
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not to think all is over when the ſabbath is done; or that 
it is ſufficient to have performed the publick duties of it; 
for then the hardeſt work begins; to cheriſh good impreſ- 
ſions, and put in practice the good inſtructions we have 
received. Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only. 

2. The pleaſurespf religious ordinances ſhould lead us 
to hate fin, and fill us with holy zeal againſt every thing 
that may be diſpleaſing and offenſive to God; with zeal 
againſt all kinds of idolatry, till we have utterly deſtroyed 
them, and left none ſtanding, howeyer antient or _—_— 

ble, Thus ſermons, and eſpecially” the chriſtian paſſover, 
ſhould be improved to kindle zeal againſt fin, and make all 
who attend it cry out, iat have I to do any more with idols? 

3. It is a natural inference from this chapter, that where 
there is a love to God and his houſe, and a concern for the 
intereſt of religion, there will be a care for the comfortable 
maintenance of . miniſters, Hezekiah was ſolicitous not 
only to have them maintained, but alſo encouraged in the 
work of God. v. 4. He commanded the people that develt in 
Jeruſalem to give the portion of the priefts and Levites, that 
they might be encouraged in the law of the Lord; that they 
might be kept free from gare and diſtraction, and en- 
couraged in their work, by the generoſity of the people. 
That their families by being comfortably and creditably 
ſupported, ſhould be an honour to their people, as well as 
make them go on chearfully in their work. - Thoſe who 
experience the benefit and comfort of a good miniſtry, will 
never grudge the expenſe of it. wer 

4. The way to ſecure the bleſſing of is to do that 
which is right, and to do it uprightly” v, 20, 21. Aud 
tus did Hezekiah throughout all Fudah, and wrought that which 

was good and tight and Truth before tht Lord his God. And in 
every work that he began in the ſervice of the houſe of God, and 
in the law, and in the commandments, to ſetk his God, he did it 
with all his heart, ang pri berel. Whatever is agreeable to 
the nature and will of God, ſhould be done vigorouſly, and 
with reſolution; With A ſincere intention to ſeaſe God, to 
men, and fave ourſelves; this will be to our on 

nour and comfort. The apoſtle Paul's rule is applicable 

to every circumſtance in life, Whatever ye do, do it heartiy, 
* Kaas " 
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48 to the Lord, and not unto meth knowing that of the Lord 
ye ſhall receive the reward off ul mheritance : for ye ſerve the 


Lord Chriſt: Col. WH. 23 24. 
+ . ** 


N oof N 


An 1 * Sennacheril/s — of lah, and his defeat; 
his treachery and renewed attempt on the city; Hezekiah's 
1 and recovery; tho, as ng, is ſucceeded by Manaſſeh. 


1 theſe things, and the eſtabliſhment there. 
of, The ſettlement of all things about the worſhip of 
God, Sennacherib king of Aſſyria, o f 3 
who carried tlie gen tribes captive, (called in Ja. xx 1. 
Sargon) came and entered into Judah, and encamped » 
againſt the fenced cities, and thought to win them for 
2 himſelf, , to break them And when Hezekiah 
ſaw that Sennacherib was come, and that he was pur- 
3 poſed to fight againſt Jeruſalem, He took counſel with 
his princes and his mighty men to ſtop the waters o 
the fountains which [were] without the city, hat they 
' might be of no ſervice to thi enemy, and had them conveyed 
by Pipi under ground to the city: and they did help him. 
4 So there was gathered muchipeople together, who ſtop- 
- ped allhefountains, and the brot that ran through 
the miqſt of the land, ſaying, Why ſhould the kings of 


7 


*. 


Aſſyria, that ig, ie king of Aſſyria and his allies, come, 
"s and find 4 — water Alſo he ftrengthened himſelf, and 


as yur up that was broken, and raiſed fit] 


ers, and another wall without, 10. firengthen 


L. 212 the, DE aired Milloſin] the city of David, and 
6 mad darts an and ſhields in abundance And he ſet captains 


of war over 75 people, and gathered them together to 
him che {thee of thi gate gf the city, and ſpake com- 
fortablyico them, encburaged by him in defence 
7 of their tity, 2 and ie fü ing, Be ſtrong and 
courageous, fy nh tafraidunor diſmayed for the king of 
Aff ne & multitude that [is] with him: 
$ for [there be] im wo Is 2 with him: * him 


* 05 „ 5) 


TY 
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[is] an arm of fleſh; but with us [is] the Loxp our 
God to help us, alg6che our battles; we nay 
good cauſe, = 9g a good God to depend upon. And the 
ple reſted themſelves upan the words of Hezekiah' 
of Judah; encouraged 22 what e ſaid. Sen: 
nacherth, hearing of, — „ was willing to ac- 
of Hezekiah's\ 
9 "I this did Kenacherb. +." 0A firia ſend his 
ſervants to ſalem, (b he Chimſelf laid ſiege] a- 
inſt Lachiſh, all Mis power with him, ) unto 
ezekiah king n. and unto all Judah that 
10 Rs at. Jeruſalem, ſa yings Thus faith Sennacherib 
king of Aſſyria, Whereon do ye rs that ye abide in 
r the ßege in Jeruſalem ? Doch t Hezekiah perſuade 
ou to give over yourſelves to die by famine and by 
- thirſt, ſaying, The Lonxo our God ſhall 425 liver us out 
t of the hand of the wing ot. Aſſyria?” Hath not the ſame + 
| Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars, and 
commanded Judah and Jeruſalem, ſaying, Ye ſhall 
worſhip before one altar, and burn incenſ@upon it? 
13 2 ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all 
Sie of [other] lands? were the gods of the na- 
— thoſe lands any,ways able to deliver their lands 
£4 out of mine hand? Whib [was there] ng all the 
gods of thoſe nations that 4 fathers attefly deftroyed, | 
that could deliver his pegple out, of ming hand, that 
our God ſhould be ties 5 delifer You out of mine 
I £7 ? Now therefore let not He bs 10 ecgive you, 
ner® yer 


nor perſuade you on this "54 
him. for no god of any nag cl kingdom "hs 


deliver his ple out of mine and out of 
lkaadof my ers ow much leſs "Ul ur AN 
16 liver you ont 


gee and againſtH ſervant 
rs toyratt on Logo 


Peak against him, Hying, As 


[more] the Lorp 
17 — He wrote 


mine hand? And His ſerv Ic yet 


s the Lr of hejnations of [othes] larids fave not de- 
0 "of, mi mine hand, ſo ſhalf not the 
18 hand. 
18 Then 
pp it will be proper i red * . 13, 14, &c. 
5 3598 2 * 
* a * * * * — . 2 &. 
. 5 * o 
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4 


flalem, as againſt the gods of the 


| * : 
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38 Then they cried with a loud voice in the Jews” ſpeech 
©£,unto the people of Jeruſalem that [were] on the wall, to 


1 affright em, and to trouble them; that they might 
19 take the city. And they ſpake againſt the God of Jeru- 


"x [which were] the work of the hands of men. 
20 And for this [cauſe} Hezekiab the king, and the 
rophet Iſaiah the ſan of Amor, prayed and cried to 


21 heaven, And the 2 ſent an angel, which cut off 
-V 


all the mighty men of Valour, and the leaders and cap · 
tains in the camp of the king of Aſſyria. So he re- 
turned with ſhame of face to his own land. And when 
| He was come into the houſe of his god, they that came 
forth of his own bowels flew him there with the ſword. 
22 Thus the Lok ſaved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of 
Aſſyria, and from the hand of all [other,] and guided 
23 them on every ſide. And many brought gifts unto the 
Lon to Jeruſalem, and preſents to Hezekiah king of 
Judah : fo that he was magnified in the fight of all na- 
tions from thencefortn. a Y 
24 In thoſe days Hezekiah was fick to the death, and, 
1 ed unto the Loxp: and he ſpake unto him, and 
25 he gave him a ſign. But Hezekiah rendered not again 
according to the benefit done] unto him; for his heart 
was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and 
26 upon Judah and Jeruſalem. Notwithſtanding Heze- 
' kiah humbled himſelf forthe pride of his ry oe” 
he and the inhabitants of Jerufalem, for all were Ifted 
7 2 account , their deliverance, of the compliment from 
0 


lon, and ale buildings done by Hezekiah ;, but they um- 


bled thimſelves, ſo that the wrath of the Lozp came not 
upog them in the days of Hezekiah. © 
27 &d Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and 
- Honour : and he made himſelf treaſuries for ſilver, and 
for gald, and for precious ſtones, and for ſpices, and 
for ſhields, and for all manner of pleaſant jewels; 
28 Storehouſes alſo for the increaſe of corn, and wine, and 
dil; and ſtalls for all manner of beaſts, and cotes for 
22 flocks, Moreover he provided him cities, and poſſeſ- 
* 4 Yy'3 ſions 


1 
- . 


9 
4 


people of the earth, 


r 
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ſions of flocks and herds in abu ance : for God had 
30 given him ſubſtance very much. This ſame Hegekiah 
alſo ſtopped the upper watercourſe of Gihoß, and 
brought it ſtraight down to the weſt ſide of the city of 
$ David. He brought water under the ground into the ety de.. 
fore the Aſſyrians es which was an admirable contrivante, | 
And Hezekiah proſpered in all his works. 
31 Howbeitin [th®Palineſs of ] the ambaſſadors of the 
princes of Babylon, who * unto him to enquire. f 
the wonder that was [done] in the land,” God left him, 
to try him, that he might know all [that was] in his 
heart. Vanity was"Hezekiah's predominant paſſion ; and Gag 
left him, that Hezekiah himſelf might kTnow what was in 
tas heart. God took this method to make him ſenſible of it, 
and to cure it. | | "TS 
32 Now the reſt of the acts of Hezekiah, and his good- 
5 neſs, behold, they [are] written in the viſion of Teazah 


the prophet, the ſon of Amoez, [and] in the book 
33 of the kings of Judah and Ifrael. And Hezekiah 
- ſlept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
© * - chiefeſt of the ſepulchres of the ſons of David: and 
all Judah and the, inhabitants of Jeruſalem did him 
- honqur at his death; dameming the loſs of ſo excellent 4 
prince, and ſuch a friend tadjr acl. And Manaſſeh his ſon 
reigned in ind ſtead, | % N 


R E FI. E 110 NS. 


I. the inſtance here related, we ſee that a reformed 

nation may meet with troubles and calamities. Heze- 

kiah and his people were engaged in a good work, and had 

reformed much; but many did not like it. They were an 
: hypocritical nation; and God brought this evil upon them 
to quicken them, and to put life into this good work, We 
ſhould expect trouble, and prepare for it; and make that 

uſe of afflictions which God intends; to quigken us to 
greater zeal and activity in that which is good. "190 

; 2, Tru 


Whether this refers to Sennacherib's deſtruction, or to the 
miracles in Hezekiah's favour, is uncertain. 

* This burying place ſtill continues; and is the only remains 
pf the old Jeruſalem now to be found. 
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2. Truſt in God ſhould always be accompanied with the 
ufe-of proper means for our deliverance : fo Hezekiah did. 
He fortified the city, and made weapons robe and de- 
fenſiye. To truſt in God without the uſe of proper means, 
is to tempt him. Prudence, valour, and piety, ſhould 
always go together; and then they conſtitute the hero. 
3. A believing confidence” in God, is the beſt remedy 
againſt the fear of man, Hezekiah exhorted the people to 
be ſtrong and courageous : and why? becauſe God was for 
them. Our enemies endeayour to frighten us from this, 
becauſe it is our beſt ſecurity z but let us reſiſt ſuch temp- 
tations, and have our hearts fixed, truſting in the Lord, The 
fear of our maker will prevent the fear of the fury of the 
oppreſſor. The name of the Lird is a ſtrong tower; the righ- 
teous runneth into it, and is ſafe. 

4. In Rab-ſhakeh we may fee a ſpecimen of great pride 
and inſolence. He talks big, and bluſters, and ſeems very 
defirous that all ſhould know who he is, and what a 
great king his maſter is. Thus do proud men magnify 
themſelves, and their own ſtrength, courage, and ſucceſs, 
and ſpeak contemptibly of every body alle Hezekiah's 
meſſengers ſpoke ve n this wretch ; and he 
anſwered them with foul language. Herein he is like proud 

men in general; to reaſon with them, and ſpeak them fair, 
only makes them more unreaſonable and tumultuous. But, 
as in this caſe, pride goeth before deſtruftion, and @ haughty 
ſpirit before a fall, | 

5. Thoſe who perſecute God's church and people, often 
pretend commiſſion from him for ſo doing. Rab-ſhakeh 
uſed a boaſting lie when he ſaid, The Lord hath ſent me. So 
men think they act by commiſſion from him, and are 

doing him good ſervice when they are oppoſing his in- 
tereſts, perſecuting his ſervants, caſting them out, and 
ſaying, Let the Lord be magnified. | 

6. We are here taught not to anſwer a fool according to his 

folly, leſt we ſhould be like kim, Hezekiah's advice was wiſe 
and prudent, anſwer not à word; it will only provoke him 
the more, and give him pretence for the attack or grieve 
the people, and diſhearten- them by his further rage and 
blaſphemy. When at any time we have to do with proud 

14 and 


+ * 
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| and domineering men, filence is beſt ; not rendering railing 
* for rœling. To exhort them, is to caſt pearls before ſwine. 


LY 
30 


Herem o!}dom is profitable to direct. There is i 7 to ſpeak, 
and a time to keep filence. But it is always pruent to keep 
filence when pride and paſſion have got the better of reaſon 
and common ſenſe. 2 


* ** 
* 8 "Y 0 * N 


HA xxxum%L * 

- The withed reign of Manaſſeh, who is carried to Babylon bound 
in fetters; upon his earneſt intreaty he is releaſed, and re- 
forms; Amon ſucceeds him, and is 72 by his own ſervants. 

J Anaſſeh [was] twelve years old when he 

to reign, and he reigned fifty and five years in 

2 Jeruſalem : But did [that which was] evil in the fight of 

the Lon, like unto the abominations of the heathen, 

whom the Lonp had caſt out before the children of 

3 Iſrael. For he built again the high places which 

; Hezekiah his fathenhad broken down, and he reared up 

. altars for Baalim, and made groves, and worſhipped 

4 all the hoſt of heaven, and ſerved them. Alſo he built 

altars in the houſe of Lok, whereof the Lok 

had ſaid, in Jeruſalem all my name be for ever. 

5 And he built altars for all the hoſt of heaven in the 

6 two courts of the houſe of the Lon D. And he cauſed 

his children to paſs through the fire in the valley of the 

ſon of Hinnom : alſo he obſerved times, and uſed en- 

chantments, and uſed witchcraft, and dealt with a fa- 
muliar ſpirit, and with wizards: he wrought much evil 

in the fight of the Lonxp, to provoke him to _ 

7 And he ſet a carved image, the idol which he had 

made, in the houſe of God, of which God had faid to 

David and to Solomon his ſon, In this houſe, and in 

© + Jerufalem, which I have choſen before all the tribes of 

8 Ifrael, will I put my name for ever: Neither will I any 

more remove the foot of Iſrael from out of the land 

which I have appointed for your fathers; ſo that they 

will take heed to do all that I have commanded them, 

« according 


Y 
C 
E. 
. 


* 


u. CHRONICLES. XXX. 729 


according to the whole law and the ſtatutes and the 
ordinances by the hand of Moſes. So Manaſſeh made 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem to err, [and] 
to do worſe than the heathen, whom the Lok p had 
deſtroyed before the children of Iſrael. 
10 And the Lorp ſpake to Manaſſeh, and to his people: 
11 but they would not hearken.. Wherefore the Loxp 
brought upon them the captains of the hoſt of the 
king of Aſſyria (E/arhaddon, who had lately conquered 
Babylon, and to ſecure his conqueſt, had fixed his royal ſeat 
there) which took Manaſſeh among the thorns, in a 
thicket where he had hid himſelf, and bound him with 


12 fetters, and carried him to Babylon. And when he _ 
Vas in affliction, he beſought the Lord his God, and ** 


humbled himſelf greatly before the God of his fathers, 
13 And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, 
and heard his ſupplication, and brought him again 60 


Jeruſalem into his kingdom. God touched the em- * 


peror*s heart, and he releaſed him, Then Manaſſeh knew 


that the Logo he [was] God. He was convinced of his 


| power, wiſdom and Fee and immediately ſet about 4 
reformation; fortified the city, and removed ks idols and 
altars from the temple , made Eliakim prieſt, Ta. xxii. 15. 
and turned out Shebna; offered ſacrifices to God himſelf, 
and brought the people to do ſo too. 0 

14 Now after this he built a wall without the city of 
David on the weſt fide Gihon, in the valley, even to 
the entering in at the fiſh-gate, and compaſſed about 
Ophel, and raiſed it up a very great height, and put 

15 captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. And 
he took away the ſtrange gods, and the idol out of the 
houſe of the Loxd, and all the altars that he had built 
in the mount of the houſe of the Logo, and in Jeru- 

16 ſalem, and caſt [them] out of the city. And he re- 
paired the altar of the Loxo,. and facrificed {thereon 


peace-offerings and thank. offerings, and commanded ® 


Judah 


* We have ſeen in 2 Kings xxi. Manaſſeh's wickedneſs, and © 


the judgments that were threatened for it ; here ſee th 4 
tion of them; in which God intended at once "to —5 bw 2 
monument of his juſtice and his grace. | 


> 
. 


2 
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17 Judah to ſerve the LoxD God of Iſrael, Neverthe. 
leſs the people did ſacrifice ſtill in the high places, 

18 [yet] unto the Lorp their God only. Now the reſt 
of the acts of Manaſſeh, and his prayer unto his God, 
and the words of the ſeers that ſpake to him in the 
name of the Lon D God of Iſrael, behold, they ¶ are 


K 
19 written] in the book of the kings of Iſrael. His 


prayer alſo, and [how God] was entreated of him, 
and all his fins and his treſpaſs, and the places wherein 
he built high places, and ſet up graves and graven 
2 images, before he was humbled: behold, they [are] 
- written among the ſayings of the ſeets “ 
20 So Manaſſeh ſlept with his fathers, and they buried 


£# him in his own houſe: ” and Amon his fon reigned in 
. i his ſtead. Amon [was] two and twenty years old 


* 
A 
- 


4 


. 
oF oy 


when he began to reign, and reigned two years in Je- 
22 ruſalem. But he did {that which was] evil in the fight 
of the Lozp, as did Manaſſeh his father: for Amon 
- facrificed unto all the carved images which Manaſſeh 
his father had made, and ſerved them: he imitated his 
23 father's wickedneſs in the worſt part of his reign: And 
humbled not himſelf before the Loxp, as Manaſſeh 
his father had humbled himſelf, did not imitate his fa- 
tler repentance in his beſt days, but Amon treſpaſſed 
24 more and more. And his ſervants, his courtiers, con- 
ſpixed againſt him, and flew him in hi houſe. 

as But the people of the land avenged Mt death, and 
flew all them that had conſpired againſt king Amon; 
and the people of the land made Jofiah his ſon king in 
his ead ; in oppoſition, prohably, to ſome other ſon whom 

the courtiers wald have ſet on the throne. © 


e REFLECT- 


We are here referred to ſome other hiſtory then extant for 
a largeraccount of his fn and repentance. Particular notice 13 
taken of his prayer; it is to be found in the Apocrypha, but 
Whether gencine or not is uncertain: it is not unlikely but it 
may be ſo, for it is a good prayer, and much to the purpoſe. 

Perhaps he had given directions to be buried privately as an 

hon af humility, God continued him very long, he reign- 


ed fifty five 4 cel was longer than any king of Iſrael or 


J udah - 
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REFLECTION'S. 


I, HE degeneracy of the children of good parents 
is much to be lamented! Hezekiah, amidſt his 


zeal for God, for his houſe and worſhip, no doubt took * 


care of his children; but Manafſeh prowed very wicked. 
This is a very common caſe, and much to be lamentęd; eſ- 
pecially as ſuch are generally worſe than others. et this 
caution young people, and induce them 1 know the God of 


their fathers, and to reject the gounſels of thoſe who would 


corrupt and enſnare, and in the end ruin them. 

2. Thoſe who reſemble others in their wickedneſs muſt 
expect to ſhare in their miſeries, v. 13. As they were 
like Ahab and Samaria, ſo they were puniſhedlike them. 
The miſeries attending vice ag deſigned as warnings If 


men will preſumptuouſly Walk. in an evil way, keep bad 


company, and ſay and do ih them, they muſt expect to 
be puniſhed with them, or eg heavier calamities, as their 
guilt is aggravated by what they have ſeen and known of 
the ſufferings of others, * "Y 

3. See the uſefulneſs of affliction to bring men to te- 
pentance. Manaſſeh, while in proſperity, acted moſt 
wickedly and abominably. But when he got into priſon, 
he began 7o think on his ways. The pleaſures of the court 
intoxicated him; but the horrors of a priſon brought him 


K 


8 4 
6 
5 


to himſelf, God's deſign in afflicting his people, is to take 


away in, and bring them to repentance z which will ſhow 


itſelf, as Manaſſeh's did, in humiliation; prayer, and re- 


formation :- to undo the miſchief they have. done; and 
ſtrive to reform thoſe they have corrupted, are fruits meet 
for repentance. The wiſdom and goodneſs of God in ſend. 
ing afflictions for this purpoſe, ſhould be acknowledged, 
There ſeems to be an alluſion to this ſtory in Fob vi. 
7, 8. He will releaſe kings upon the throne, as it ſhould be 
rendered, and if they be bound in fetters, and holden in cords of 
affliftion, he ſhows them their tranſgreſſions. He opens their 
ears to diſcipline, and commandeth that they return from 
iniquity, 
4. This ſtory affords great encouragement to repentance. 
We can ſcarce conceive of a viler finner than Manaſſeh, 
25 | ; who 


4 
41 S 


* 


* 
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- who was fo wicked himſelf, and did fo much miſchief : . 
yet when he repented, and prayed, God was entreated for 
him, heard his ſupplication, renewed his profperity, and 
 Engthened his life: and, one would hope, ſaved his ſoul. 
This was deſigned as a pattern of divine long ſuffering. 
Let the wicked, there fore, for/ake his way, and the unrighte- 
aug maths Hou; and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy" upon kim, and to our God, for he will abun- 
 dantly pardon. * 
| i „ 
2 — — m_—_—_—_— 
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x V9 c H AP. XXXIV. 
Te reign of Joſiah: his early piety, and care about repairing the 
temple. 7 hediſcovery of Me bogk of the law, and the impreſ- 
Aon it made an une lng and The awful anſwer given to his 

a enguiry. * Pa "Is. ; * =, * 

1 Tosla [was FeighFyears old when he began to 
| J ren reigned in Jeruſalem one and thirty 
2 years. And he did [that which was] right in the 
ſight of the Loxb, and walked in the ways of David 
his father, and declined [neither] to the right hand 
3 nor to the left,” For in the eighthiyear of his reign, 
. while he was yet young, he began to ſeek after the 


- pF God of David his father ; that is, when he was fix- 


men years of age he worſbipped God publickly, ute David; 
and in the twelfth year of his reign, when he was twenty 
years old, he began to purge Judah and Jeruſalem from 
+  - the high places, and the groves, and the carved images, 
4 and the molten. images. And they brake down the 
altars of Baalim in his preſence ; and the images, that 
[were] on high above them, he cut down ; and the 
oves, and the carved images, and the molten images, 

e brake in pieces, and made duſt [of them, ] and 
ſtrowed [it] upon the graves of them that had ſacri- 
ficed unto them ; to ſhow his deteſtation of thoſe idols, and 

5 their worſhippers. And he burnt the bones of the 

| | = „ prieſts 

His mother's name was Jedidah, 2 Lag xxii. 1. probably 

2 good woman, who took great care of his education, 


* 


* 
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© prieſts upon their altars, and thus polluted them that they 
might not be uſed again; and cleanſed Judah and Jeru- 
6 ſaſem. And [fo did he in the cities of Manaſſeh, and 
Ephraim, and Simeon, even unto Naphtali, where 


many poor people were ftill At by the king of Aſſyria, with | 


7 their mattocks round about. And when he had broken 
down the altars and the groves, ai had beaten the 
graven images into powder, and cut down all the idols 
throughout all the land of Iſrael, he returned to Jeru- 


ſalem : for he went about the country humſelf to ſee the , 


work effeFually done. 


3 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he 
had purged the land, and the houſe, he — 2 


the ſon of Azaliah, and Mafſeiah the governor o 
city, and Joah the ſon of Joahaz the fecorder, to fe- 
pair the houſe of thg Lokb his God. He ſent th 
offiters of his court to grove orders and aſſiſt the prieſts, and 
to keep an arcoumt if what gfferings were made by the peo- 
9 ple. And when they game to Hilkiah the high prieſt, 
they delivered the money that was brought into the 
houſe of God, which the Levites that kept the doors 
ad gathered of the hand of Manaſſeh and Ephraim, 
and of all the xemnant of Iſrael, and of all Judah and 
Bemamin; F. they had made a collection through the 
to whole nation; and they returned to Jeruſalem.” And 
they put [it] in the hand of the(workmen that had 
the overſight of the houſe of the Lok, and they 
gave it to the workmen that wrought in the houſe of 
11 the Lorp, to repair and amend the houſe : Even tos 


the artificers and builders gave they [it,] to bu 


hewn ſtone, and timber for Kouplinggy» and to floor 


the houſes which the kings of Judah had deſtroyed: 


that is, the chambers and buildings about the lemple, where 
the prieſts lodged, and the ſtores were kept. And the 
men did the work faithfully ; and the overſeers of them 
[were] Jahath and Obadiat the Levites, of the ſons 
of Merari; and Zechariah and Meſhullam, of the ſons 
of the Kohathites, to ſet [it] forward; and [other of] 
the Levites; all that could*{kill of inſtruments of 
13 muſick. Alſo [they were] over bearers of burdens, 


| and 
; 7 
* % * K 


* 


® probably aſſiſted and 
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and I were] overſeers of all that wrought the work in any 
manner of ſervice : and of the Levites [there were] 
ſcribes, and officers, and porters. The principal L evites 
were over ſeers, 10 ſee k work well done; and they were 

uraged in it by Feremiah, wha 
began to prag in the thirteenth year of Fofiah's reign 
end alſo by Zephaniah, who lived at this time. 

14 And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the houſe of the Lorp, Hilkiah the 
prieſt found the book of the law of the Lord [given] 
by Moſes. While they were repairing the temple, Hilkiah 


* e prieſt found a copy of the law, which had been ſecretly 


* 


=_ 


buen the idols wü ſet up there : probably the authen- 
tie copy Mich Moſes had directed to be laid by the fide of 
15 the ark, Deut. xxxi. 26. And Hilkiah anſwertd and 
faid to un ſeribe, I have found the book of 
the lawn the houſe of, the Loan, And Hilkiah de- 
16 livered the book to Saphan, And Shaphan carried 
the book to the king, and_bro the king word 
back again, faying, All that was committed to thy 
17 ſervants, they do ſit]. And they have gathered to- 
gether the money that was found in the houſe of the 
3 and have delivered it intb the hand of the 


18 overſeers, and to the hand of the workmen, Then 


x 


ia 
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” | 
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Shaphan the ſcribe told the king, faying, Hilkiah the 

5 hath given me a book. And Shaphan read it 

fore the king. And when the king perceived what it 

19 was, he was greatly affetied with it. And it came to 
paſs, when the king had heard the words of the law, 

20 that he rent his clothes for grief and fear And the 
2 - ww * . 4 7 kin 

7 It cannot be ſuppoſed that all the chpies of the law were w; 

Hezekia had taken care to furniſh the people with many: and 


their being and polity as a nation, as well as their religion, of 
| en, 


ded on the knowledge 4 the law. But probably Manas 
in his worſt days, and Amon, had deſtroyed many, ſo that there 
were but few left, and thoſe corrupted and imperfeR, _ 
there was only an abſtract of the chief laws, for the uſe of the - 


prieſts, like our abridgment of the ſtatutes ; without the promiſes 


and threatenings, wit 


Phich the king ſeemed ſo much affected. 
The reading of the law had been neglected; the king had not 
written a copy with his own hand, as had been commanded : his 
reformation might have been according to theſe abſtracts, 24 


. 1 


7 * 
2 — 
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king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the ſon of 
Shaphan, and Abdon the ſon of Micah, and Shaphan 
the ſexibe, and Afaiah a ſervant of the king's, ſaying, 
21 Go, enquire of the Logv for me, A for them that 


are left in Iſrael and in Judah, concerning the wor 


of the book that is found, and whatigar be done to auen 


* 
. 


+ 


this evil: for great is] the wrath of the Lon that is 


poured out upon us, becauſe gur fathgrs have not kept 
the word of the Loxp, to do after alf chat is written in 
22 this book. And Hilkiah, and [they], that the king 
[had appointed] went to Huldah the propheteſs, the 
wife of Shallum the ſon of Tikvath, the fon of 
Haſrali, keeper of the wardgpbe ; Jeremiah and Zepha- 
nia being, probably, abſent: (Now ſhe dwelt in Jeruſa- 
lem in the college; where. the, ſons of the prophets and the 
young prieſts and Levites uſed to meet for, Nſtruction and 
diſcourſe) and they ſpake to her to that [lſteR.] 
23 And ſhe attſwered them, thus ſaith the Loxpy God 


24 of Iſrael, tell ye the man that ſent you to me, Thus 


ſaith the LoxD, Behold, I will bring evil upon this 
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, [even] all the 
curſes that are written in the book which they have 
25 read before the king of Judah: Becauſe thgy have 
forſaken me, and have burned incenſe unto offet gods, 


that they might provoke me to. anger with all the , 


works of their hands; therefore my wrath fhall. be 
poured out upon this place, and ſhall not be quench&d. 
26 God had determined to puniſh and deſtroy the people. And 
as for the king of Judah, who ſent you to enquire of 


the Lox d, ſo ſhall ye ſay unto him, Thus faich thew. 


Loxp God of Iſrael [concerning] the words whichithou 
27 haſt heard; Becauſe thine heart was tender, and thou 


2 * = 4% didſt 


know the contents, begins to read immediately, and as their books 
were written upon long ſcrolls, and rolled pon a tick, the lat- 
ter end of Deuteronomy would come firſt in courſe, where he 
found thoſe terrible threatenings, which ſo greatly impreſſed 
threatenings upon the king, as well as upon the people. 
xXxviii. 6. | * 

* This confirms what was ſaid before of the part the king had 
been reading or hearing. | 


from ſome good people about it. The nc, ng impatient to 


. 


* 
* 
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didſt humble thyſelf before God, when thou heardeſt 
1 | his words againſt this place, and againſt the inhabi- 
I * tants thereof, and humbledſt thyſelf before me, and 
i * didſt rend may clothes, and weep before me I have 
235 even heard hee] alſo, faith the Loxp, Behold, I 
| will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou ſhalt be 
13 gathered to thy grave in peace, neither ſhall thine 
1 eyes ſee all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 
= | and upon theinhabitants of the ſame. Becauſe he was 
tender hearted, humble, and contrite, and trembled at God's 
word, was fearful of the divine diſpleaſure, ſhowed deep 
humility, and concern to avert the evil, therefore he ſhould 
te before theſe calamities came. So they brou ght the 

king word again.“ 4 
29 Then the king ſent and gath ered together all the 
30 elders Judah and Jeruſalem. And the king went 
up into the houſe of the Loxp, and all the men of 
Judah, a . — . 0 ſalem, and the 
| . rieſts, and the Levites, and all the le, great 
| Py — ſmall: and he read in their ears all 8 of the 
21 book of the covenant that was found in the houſe of the 
1-1 31 Loxv. And the king ſtood in his place, and made a cove- 
nant before the Loxb, to walk after the Lok, and to 
| | ep his commandments, and his teſtimonies, and his 
| 4 * fatutes with all his heart, and with all his ſoul, to perform 
| . Nord of the covenant which are written in his book. 
Ws: 3 And he cauſed all that were preſent in Jeruſalem and 
. Benjamin to ſtand [to it.] And the inhabitants of Je- 
| rruſalem did according to the covenant of God, the 
| 33 God of their fathers. And Joſiah took away all the 
_* abomſnations out of all the countries that [pertained] to 


* 
2 


BY a=the children of Iſrael, and made all that were preſent 
| 1 | in Iſrael to ſerve, [even] to ſerve the Logp their God. 


And] all his days they depatted not from following 
the Loxp, the God of their fathers. 


”- 


| A REFLECT- 


| „As a more particular account of the things related from v. 29 
| to the end, will be found in 2 Kings chap. xxiii, v. 1—28, It 


; 1 1 may be proper to read that next. 


v 


5 
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REFLECTIONS. 


TE have here an eminent and lovely example of 1 
| early piety. When only eight years old, Joſiah 
was very good; he turned not to the right hand nor to 
the left; when fixteen, he began to ſeek God more pub- 
lickly ; to ſet about reformation; and certed himſelf with 
vigour in it: and he did all this, though his father was 
very wicked; though his court and nation were very cor- 
rupt. A noble example for the imitation of youth ! Early 
piety is peculiarly honourable in all young people, eſpeci- 
ally in pexſons of rank and fortune; and above all, 
amidſt the prevalence of degeneracy and impiety. When 
very young, but eight years old, he began this work, 
and with growing years he purſued it. Let us go and do 
likewiſe ; for Cod ſoves them that love him, a they that ſeek 
him early ſhall iind lum. * 
2. We have great reaſon to thank God for the plenty of 
our bibles. It was a ſad time in Iſrael, when ſearce any 
copy of the law was found: no wonder they were ſo de- 
generate and wicked. This was a happy diſcovery of 
the original, as it both directed and quickened them in 
the 183 of their worſhip and lives. The King, 
valued it highly; he did not put it among his rarities, as . 
a curiofity only; but read it, and took heed to it. Let 
us de thankful that they are not ſcarce among us; and that 
by the invention of printing, that noble and uſeful art, 
(which came from God) there is plenty of them; and fo 
cheap, that the pooreſt may have them. Let us bleſs God 
for the holy ſcriptures, and let our delight be in tha lam of 
- the Lord, We do the greateſt honour to them, when we 
read and ſtudy them daily, and regulate our ſentiments and 
lives by them. | 
3. We ſhould cultivate that tenderneſs of heart which * 
good Joſiah manifeſted. Whenever we read the word, let 5 
us labour to have our hearts and conſciences impreſſed 
with an holy fear of that wrath which is revealed from 
heaven: let our fleſh tremble for fear of God's judgments, - 
and be deeply humbled under a ſenſe of our guilt and 
Vol. III. 322 violation 
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violation of God's holy law: let us deſire to know and do 
our duty, as therein deſcribed; and do what we can to re- 
form and ſave others. Then, whatever becomes of them, 
the conſequence will be happy to ourſelves: we ſhall come 
to the grave in peace, and go to a world of everlaſting peace; 
for, thus faith the Lord, to this man will I look, and with 
hum wall I dtvell, coho is of an humble and contrite ſpirit, and 
trembleth at my word. | 


. CHiA P. XXXV. 


The folemn paſſover which Foſtah kept; his death; and the greet 
| lamentation that was made for him. 


I OREOVER Joſiah kept-a paſſover unto the 
M Loxd in Jeruſalem: and they killed the paſſ- 
over on the fourteenth day] of the firſt month, accor- 

2 ding to the law in Exodus xii. 6. And he ſet the prieſts 

in their charges, and encouraged them to the ſervice 
3 of the houſe of the Lorp, And faid unto the Le- 
vites that taught all Iſrael, which were holy unto the 

Lon, Put the holy ark in the houſe which Solomon 
the ſon of David king of Iſrael did build; [it ſhall] 
not [be] a burden upon [your] ſhoulders : ſerve now 

4 the Lord your God, and his people Iſrael, And pre- 
pare [yourſelves] by the houſes of your fathers, after 
your courſes, according to the writing of David king of 
Iſrael, and according to the writing of Solomon his ſon. 

5 And ſtand in the holy e, according to the diviſions 

of the families of the fathers of your brethren the peo- 
ple, and [after] the diviſion of the families of the Le- 

6 vites. So kill the paſſover, and ſanctify yourſelves and 
prepare your brethren, that [they] may do according 
to the word of the Loxp by the hand of Moſes. Every 
family was to bring a lamb, and the prieſts were to be par- 
ticularly careful, bath to do honour to the law, and ſet a good 

7 example 10 others, And Joſiah gave to the people, of 
the flock, lambs and kids, for both might be uſed, ( Exodus 
Xii. 5.) all for the paſſover offerings, for all that were 

| preſent, 


Anon probably removed it, to make room for his deteſtable idols- 
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preſent, to the number of thirty thouſand, and three 
thouſand bullocks: theſe [were] of the king's ſub- 
ſtance. Theſe were to be offered on the ſeven days of un- 

| leavened bread following the paſſaver z the king furniſhed 
them at his own expenſe, and the chiefs of the priefis and 
8 Levites followed his example, and gave generoufly. And 
his princes gave willingly unto the people, to the 
prieſts, and to the Levites : Halkiah and Zechariah and 
Tehiel, rulers of the houſe of God, your unto the prieſts 
for the paſſover offerings two thouſand and fix hundred 
9 {ſmall cattle,} and three hundred oxen. Conaniah alſo, 
and Shemaiah and Nethaneel, his brethren, and Haſha- 
biah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the Levites, gave 
unto the Levites for paſſover offerings five thouſand 
10 [ſmall cattle,] and five hundred oxen, ,- So the ſervice 
was prepared, and the prieſts ſtood in their place, and 
the Levites in their courſes, according to the king's 
11 commandment. And they Killed the paſſover, and the 
priefts ſprinkled [the blood] from their hands, and the 
12 Levites flayed them.] And they removed the burnt 
offerings, that they might give according to the di- 
viſions of the families of the people, to offer unto the 
Loxp, as [it is] written in the book of Moſes. And 
13 ſo [did they] with the oxen. And they roaſted the 
paſſover with fire according to the ordinance, (Exodus 
xii. 8, 9.) but the [other] holy [offerings] ſod they in 
pats and in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them 
peedily among all the people, tha? they might give ſup- 
14 plies to ſo great a multitude, And afterward they made 
ready for themſelves, and for the prieſts : becauſe the 
| roma the ſons of Aaron [were buſied] in offering of 
urnt offerings and the fat until night; therefore the 
Levites prepared for themſelves, and for the Nac 
15 the ſons of Aaron. And the ſingers the ſons of Aſap 
[were] in their place, according to the commandment 
of David) and Aſaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the 
king's ſeer; the mufick and ſinging continued all the time 
they were offering the ſacrifices ;, and the porters [waited] 
_ at every gate; they might not depart from their ſervice; 
lich took care that none withdrew before the ſervice was 
r ME. 2 2 2 ended 
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ended; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them, 

16 and brought them what was neceſſary. So all the ſervice 

of the Logp was prepared the ſame day, to keep the 

paſſover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of 

the Logo, according to the commandment of king 

17 Joſiah. And the children of Iſrael that were preſent 

kept the paſſover at that time, and the eaſt of un- 

18 leavened bread ſeven days. And there was no paſſover 

like to that kept in Iſrael from the days of Samuel the 

prophet; neither did all the kings of Iſrael keep ſuch 

_ paſſover as Joſiah kept, and the prieſts, and the 

| | Levites, and all Judah and Iſrael that were preſent, 

19 and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem.* In the eighteenth 

year of the reign of Joſiah was this paſſover kept; 
thirteen years before his death. ® 

20 Alter all this, when Joſiah had prepared the temple, 

and every thing ſeemed 10 promiſe peace and happineſs, 

all their hopes were Þlaſted at once, for Necho king 

of Egypt came up to fight againſt Carchemiſh by Eu- 

21 phrates: and Joſiah went out againſt him.“ But he 

nt ambaſſadors to him, ſaying, What have I to do 

with thee, thou king of Judah? [I come] not againſt 

_  « thee this day, but againſt the houſe wherewith I have 

war: for God commanded me to make haſte: forbear 

thee from [meddling with] God, who [is] with me, 

that he deftroy thee not; he tells him it was contrary to 

Juſtice, for he had no quarrel with him; it was contrary to 

© * Piety; for God had commanded him to go up and make haſte ; 

and that it was comtrary to policy, for he might come off with 

22 the worſt, Nevertheleſs Joſiah would not turn his face 

from him, but diſguiſed himſelf, that he might fight 

with him, and Up e not unto the words of Necho 

from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the - 

| 1 

© This was a moſt extraordinary paſſover; none had been cele- 

brated with ſuch ſolemnity, with ſuch great preparations, and with 

ſuch great joy. It had been kept in Hezekiah's time; but they 

were not properly purified, and Joſiah was more liberal in propor- 

tion to his abilities, ; 
The king of Babylon had conquered Aſſyria, and Pharaoh 


Necho, or the wounded Pharaoh, went againſl Carchemiſh, a city 
on the banks of the river Euphrates, 


* 
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23 ley of Megiddo. And the archers ſhot at king Joſiah; 
notwithſtanding his diſguiſe they percerved he was the com- 
mander, and therefore attacked him; and the king ſaid to 
his ſervants, Have me away; for I am ſore wqunded. 

24 His ſervants therefore took him out of that chariot, and 
put him in the ſecond chariot that he had, one that was 
ready in caſe of accidents; and they brought him to 
Jeruſalem, and he died, and was buried in [one of] the 
ſepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jeruſalem 
mourned for Joſiah. 

25 And Jeremiah lamented for Joſiah; no wonder the 
good prophet was much affected, it was a ſad calamity, eſ- 
pecially conſidering the character of his ſucceſſor ; and all 
the ſinging men and the ſinging women ſpake of Joſiah 
in their lamentations to this day, and made them an 
ordinance in Iſrael, hat the memory of this event might be 
kept up : and, behold, they [are] written in the lament- 
ations. 4 

© I find all the commentators think this was raſh and preſumptuous 
conduct in Joſiah, and diſobedience to God. I own I cannot ſee 
it in this light, Had he died in an act of diſobedience, Jeremiah 
would not have lamented him, nor would they have made it an 
ordinance in Iſrael to do ſo. The caſe ſeems to me to be this; 

Manaſſeh was tributary to Babylon, and probably to Amon and 

Joſiah ; there was a league between them, which included à pro- 

miſe or oath to aſſiſt or defend him againſt his enemies, Foy 

this purpoſe probably Joſiah had a conſiderable part, if not all 
the land of Iſrael. given him, as he went thro' it to deſtroy 
idolatry. We find two of his ſucceſſors were bound by the kin 

of Babylon; and probably he was the ſame; therefore he cout 
not but reſiſt the king of Egypt as a faithful ally. What Pha- 
raoh ſays of God's commandigg him, ſeems only an artifice, Hearin 

that Joſiah was a prince of | wag piety, he thought this — 
prevent his oppoſing him. But there is no intimation that he 
meant the true God. The word is not Jehovah, which is always 
uſed when an expreſs command from him is referred to. Had 
there been any doubt in the caſe, he would certainly have con- 
ſulted Jeremiah or Zephaniah ; but if he was bound by an oath, 
it would have been an affront to God to have conſulted him 
whether he ſhould break it; and God was highly offended with 
his brother's fon and ſucceſſor Zedekiah for breaking his oath with 
the king of Babylon. It 1s therefore evident to me, that he was 

in the way of his duty; and his violent death was deſigned as a 

puniſhment for the people, tho' undoubtedly it was happy for him. 

The funeral poem is loſt; it could not be Jeremiah's Lamen- 
tations, for they lament the deſtruction of the city, and the cap- 
pvity, and not the death of the king. 
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26 Now the reſt of the acts of Joſiah, and his goodneſs, 
according to [that which was] written in the law of the 

27 Lorp, And his deeds, firſt and laſt, behold, they Fare] 
written in the book of the kings of Iſrael and Judah. 


DREFLEECTPTION S. 
1. 1* is the duty of every pious mind to obſerve all 


divine inſtitutions. Joſtah was zealous againſt idol- 


atry, and as zealous for keeping the paſſover. This ſug- 


geſts a good leſſon to us, to obſerve and keep whatever 
God commands us. The Lord's Supper ſucceeds to the 
paſſover; it is a memorial of a great ſacrifice and deliver. 
ance, and a means of ſupporting chriſtian piety in the world, 
Notice is ſeveral times taken that all was done according 
to the law; which may intimate, that we are moſt accept- 
able to God in our religious ſervices, when we keep cloſeſt 
to his word. by 

2. Generoſity in perſons of plentiful circumſtances, ef. 
pecially for the ſupport of religion, is highly commendabte. 
Joſiah, the chief prieſts, and the Levites, all furniſhed 
oxen and lambs for this ſervice. Thoſe who know the value 


— privileges, and the excellency of religion, will 


not grudge any prudent expenſe for the ſupport of God's 
worſhip, to encourage his prieſts, as Joſiah did, v. 2. and 
to provide for the neceſſities of the poor. This gives re- 


ligion reputation, and is happy both for the donor and 
receiver. n 


3. There is no knowing good or evil by any thing under the ſun. 
Good Jofiah was ſlain in battle. Probably few of the people 
were lain then, tho* moſt of them were hypocritical, and 


diſliked his reformation. God's providence is a mighty 


deep. He has various ways of taking good men out of this 
world; but they all die in peace; and verily there is & reward 


for the righteous , verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth. 


4. The death of pious and uſeful men is much to be 
lamented. Many who have no piety themſelves, will, as 


in the caſe before us, bear teſtimony to the worth and ex- 


cellency 


* Aſcer this chapter, 2 ing: chap xiii. beginning at the middle 
of v. zo, to the end of the book, may be properly read. 


_ 
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eellency of upright and zealous men, and do them honour 
at their death, tho? they may neither imitate them nor love 
them. This ſhould recommend religion and zeal for the 
glory of God and the ſupport of his cauſe, that it makes 
men truly honourable. Good and bad men will join to 
honour real worth; and the memory of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed. 


— — _ 


— 
— 


——— 


C HAP. XXXVI. 


Fehoahaz ſucceeds Jeſiali; 1s depoſedy.by Pharaoh; Jehoiakim 
reigning ill, is carried to Babylon; Felioiachin ſucceeds him; 
and Zedekiah's evil reign. 


1 T HEN the people of the land took Jehoahaz the 
ſon of Joſiah, and made him king in his father's 


2 ſtead in Jeruſalem, Jehoahaz [was] twenty and three 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three 

3 months in Jeruſalem. And the king of Egypt put him 
down at Jeruſalem, and condemned the land in an hun- 

4 dred talents of filver and. a talent of gold. And the 
king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over Ju- 
dah and Jeruſalem, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, 
And Necho took Jehoahaz his brother, and carried 
him to Egypt. | 

5 Jehoiakim [was] twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jeruſa- 
lem: and he did [that which was] evil in the fight of 

6 the Lorp his God. Againſt him came up Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, and bound him 1n fetters, to 

7 carry him to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar alſo carried of 
the veſſels of the houſe of the Loxp to Babylon, and 

| put them in his temple at Babylon. Now the reſt of 
the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abominations which he 
did, and that which was found in him, behold, they 
[are] written in the book of the kings of Iſrael and Ju- 
dah: and Jehoiachin his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

9 \Jehoiachin [was] eight years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned three months and ten days in 


Jeruſalem : and he did [that which was] evil in the fight 
0 


* * 
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10 of the Loxp. And when the year was expired, king 
Nebuchadnezzar ſent, and brought him to Babylon, 
with the goodly veſſels of the houſe of the Lob, and 
made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jeru- 
11 ſalem. Zedekiah [was] one and twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jeruſa- 
12 lem. And he did that which was] evil in the ſight of 
| the Lord his God, [and] humbled not himſelf before 
( Jeremiah the prophet [ſpeaking] from the mouth of 
| 13 the Lord. And he alſo rebelled againſt king Nebu- 
| | | chadnezzar, who had made him ſwear by God : but he 
| 1 ſtiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning 
1 


unto the LoxD God of Iſrael. 
. 14 Moreover all the chief of the prieſts, and the peo- 
„ Fo ple, tranſgreſſed very much after all the abominations 
= Poe 2 of the heathen: and polluted the houſe of the Loxy 
_ : 15 which he had hallowed in Jeruſalem. ' And the Logy 
| | God of their fathers ſent to them by his meſſengers, 
_— riſing up betimes, and ſending ; becauſe he had com- 
16 paſſion on his people, and on his dwelling place: But 
| they mocked the meſſengers of God, and defpiſed his 
words, and miſuſed his prophets, until the wrath of 
the Loxp aroſe againſt his people, till [there was] no 
17 remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king 
of the Chaldees, who flew their young men with the 
s ſword in the houſe of their ſanctuary, and had no com- 
— paſſion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him 
= that ſtooped for age; he gave [them] all into his hand. 
q 18 And all the veſſels of the houſe of God, great and 
. ſmall, and the treaſures of the houſe of the Loxd, and 
' thetreaſures of the king, and of his princes all [theſe] 
| 19 he brought to Babylon. And they burnt the houſe of 
W 4 God, and brake down the wall of Jeruſalem, and burnt 
1 all the palaces thereof with fire, and deſtroyed all the 
N 20 poodly veſſels thereof. And them that had eſcaped 
rom the ſword carried he away to Babylon; where 
they were ſervants to him and his ſons until the rei 
21 of the kingdom of Perfia: To fulfil the word of 
Loxy by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had 
| enjoyed 
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enjoyed her ſabbaths: [for] as long as ſhe lay deſolate 
ſhe kept ſabbath, to fulfil threeſcore and ten years. 

22 Now in the firſt year of Cyrus king of Perſia, that 
the word of the Loxo [ſpoken] by the mouth of Jere- 
miah might be accompliſhed, the Log ſtirred up the 
ſpirit of Cyrus king of Perſia, that he made a procla- 
mation throughout all his kingdom, and [put it] alſo in 

23 writing, ſaying, Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia, All 
the kingdoms of the earth hath the Logp God of hea- 
ven given me; and he hath charged me to build him 
an houſe in Jeruſalem, which [is] in Judah. Who {1s 
there] among you of all his people? The Loxo his 
God [be] with him, and let him go up. 


REFLECTIONS. 
I, DMIRE the tender compaſſion of God to a very 


provoking people; therefore he delayed venge- 


ance ſo long, and ſent his prophets, riſing early, and ſend- 
ing them with diligence and earneſtneſs. And thus ſtill his 
word and promiſes, and warnings, and miniſters, are all 
inſtances of divine compaſſion, and ſhow that he is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
| repentance. 

2, Obſerve how God reſents the affronts and contempt 
offered to his miniſters. This 1s given as a principal reaſon 
why he brought deſtruction upon them, they treated his pro- 
phets as enemies, becauſe they told them the truth ; they 
deſpiſed their words, and made a jeſt of their ſermons, 
God will reſent any thing ſaid or done to make faithful 
miniſters deſpicable, or to vex and diſcourage them: He 
that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, faith Chriſt, 

3. See the ſad conſequences of rebelling againſt God, 
and refuſing to hearken to his word. Zedekiah would 
not take warning though it was frequently and ſolemnly 
2 him by Jeremiah: the Iſraelites likewiſe would not 
hearken ; but went on in their wicked ways, till at length 
Jeruſalem, the joy of the whole earth; his temple, the 

lory of their city, their nation, and the world; was utter- 
y deſtroyed, The terrible calamities of the people are moſt 
Yor. HI. Aaa pathet- 
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10 of the Lond. And when the year was expired, king 
Nebuchadnezzar ſent, and brought him to Babylon, 
with the goodly veſſels of the houſe of the Logo, and 
made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jeru- 

11 falem. Zedekiah [was] one and twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jeruſa- 

12 lem. And he did that which was] evil in the fight of 
the Logp his God, [and] humbled not himſelf before 
Jeremiah the prophet [ſpeaking] from the mouth of 

13 the Loxpd. And he alſo rebelled againſt king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who had made him ſwear by God : but he 
ſtiffened his neck, ahd hardened his heart from turning 
unto the Lorp God of Iſrael. | 

14 Moreover all the chief of the prieſts, and the peo. 
ple, tranſgreſſed very much after all the abominations 
of the heathen : and polluted the houſe of the Loxp 

15 which he had hallowed in Jeruſalem. ' And the Logy 
God of their fathers ſent to them by his meſſengers, 

riſing up betimes, and ſending; becauſe he had com- 

36 paſſion on his people, and on his dwelling place: But 

they mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his 
words, and miſuſed his prophets, until the wrath of 
the Lorp aroſe againſt his people, till [there was] no 

17 remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king 
of the Chaldees, who flew their young men with the 
ſword in the houſe of their ſanctuary, and had no com- 
paſſion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him 
that ſtooped for age; he gave [them] all into his hand. 

18 And all the veſſels of the houſe of God, great and 
ſmall, and the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and 

+ thetreaſures of the king, and of his princes; all [theſe] 

19 he brought to Babylon. And they burnt the houſe of 
God, and brake down the wall of Jeruſalem, and burnt 

all the palaces thereof with fire, and deſtroyed all the 


20 goodly veſſels thereof. And them that had eſcaped 


from the ſword carried he away to Babylon; where 
they were ſervants to him and his ſons until the rei 
21 of the kingdom of Perfia: To fulfil the word of 

Loxy by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had 

p . enjoyed 
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enjoyed her ſabbaths: [for] as long as ſhe lay deſolate 
ſhe kept ſabbath, to fulfil threeſcore and ten years. 

22 Now in the firſt year of Cyrus king of Perſia, that 
the word of the Logn [ſpoken] by the mouth of Jere- 
miah might be accompliſhed, the Log ſtirred up the 
ſpirit of Cyrus king of Perſia, that he made a procla - 
mation throughout all his kingdom, and [put it] alſo in 

23 writing, ſaying, Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia, All 
the kingdoms of the earth hath the LoRD God of hea- 
ven given me; and he hath charged me to build him 
an houſe in Jeruſalem, which [is] in Judah. Who {1s 
there] among you of all his people? The Loxo his 
God [be] with him, and let him go up. 


REFLECTIONS. 


I, DMIRE the tender compaſſion of God to a very 

A provoking people; therefore he delayed venge- 
ance ſo long, and ſent his prophets, riſing early, and ſend- 
ing them with diligence and earneſtneſs. And thus till his 
word and promiſes, and warnings, and miniſters, are all 
inſtances of divine compaſſion, and ſhow that he is not 

willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
. repentance. 

2, Obſerve how God reſents the affronts and contempt 
offered to his miniſters. This is given as a principal reaſon 
why he brought deſtruction upon them, they treated his pro- 
phets as enemies, becauſe they told them the truth ; they 
deſpiſed their words, and made a jeſt of their ſermons. 
God will reſent any thing ſaid or done to make faithful 
miniſters deſpicable, or to vex and diſcourage them : He 
that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, ſaith Chriſt, | 

3. See the ſad conſequences of rebelling againſt God, 
and refuſing to hearken to his word. Zedekiah would 
not take warning though it was frequently and ſolemnly 
2 him by Jeremiah: the Iſraelites likewiſe would not 
hearken; but went on in their wicked ways, till at length 
Jeruſalem, the joy of the whole earth; his temple, the 

lory of their city, their nation, and the world; was utter- 
y deſtroyed, The terrible calamities of the people are moſt 
Vor. III. A a a pathet- 
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pathetically deſcribed in the book of Lamentations. How 
righteous and faithful, how awful and terrible, is God in his 
judgments ! No word of his falls to the ground; when he 
judgeth he will overcome. External privileges are-of no 
avail without religion: they will not prevent his judgments, 
but haſten them. May the inhabitants of Britain take 
warning by this awful ſtory ; all things have happened to 
them, for enſamples or admonitions to us. Amen. 


| Taz END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. - 
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